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ABSTRACT Segmentation-based tracking is currently a promising tracking paradigm with pixel-wise
information. However, the lack of structural constraints makes it difficult to maintain excellent performance
in the presence of background interference. Therefore, we propose a Segmentation tracker with mask-guided
background suppression strategy. Firstly, a mask-aware module is designed to generate more accurate target
masks. With the guidance of regression loss, features were selected that are sensitive only to the target
region among shallow features that contain more spatial information. Structural information is introduced
and background clutter in the backbone feature is suppressed, which enhances the reliability of the target
segmentation. Secondly, a mask-guided template suppression module is constructed to improve feature
representation. The generated mask with clear target contours can be used to filter the background noise,
which increases the distinction between foreground and background of which. Therefore, the module
highlights the target area and improves the interference resistance of the template. Finally, an adaptive
spatiotemporal context constraint strategy is proposed to aid the target location. The strategy learns a region
probability matrix by the object mask of the previous frame, which is used to constrain the contextual
information in the search region of the current frame. Benefiting from this strategy, our method effectively
suppresses similar distractors in the search region and achieves robust tracking. Broad experiments on five
challenge benchmarks including VOT2016, VOT2018, VOT2019, OTB100, and TC128 indicate that the
proposed tracker performs stably under complex tracking backgrounds.

INDEX TERMS Object tracking, Siamese network, object segmentation, background interference.

I. INTRODUCTION
Single object tracking plays a crucial role in computer vision,
and it has various practical applications in various fields
such as medical diagnosis, video surveillance and human-
computer interaction. Only the ground truth of the target to
be tracked in the first frame is given, VOT aims to locate
the target and report its location and size with a bounding
box in the subsequent frames. Presently, VOT has still been
considered a highly difficult task because of a number of
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factors for example background clutter and deformation,
especially for Siamese-based trackers.

The shape of the target is often irregular, however, tracking
is considered a matching process in Siamese-based trackers,
which take fixed-size rectangular features as target templates.
As a result, interference information is also included in the
target template, which may reduce the reliability of the target
representation. In addition, background interference in the
search area tends to cause tracking drift.

To suppress the background distractor, many efforts
have been made on Siamese-based trackers recently.
Spatio-temporal constraints, attentional mechanisms, and
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exploration of distinguishing features are common
approaches. Some Siamese trackers employ cosine win-
dows to constrain the response map, which achieves the
goal of focusing more on the centers and ignoring the
surrounding areas. For example, the cosine window is used in
SiamRPN [1] and the scores of proposals are ranked for the
best proposal. And there are some trackers [2], [3], [4], [5]
that penalize large displacements through temporal context
prior. This distribution is too simple as a temporal context
prior and therefore has limited capability for constraining
background interference. And some incorporated attention
mechanisms into the tracker to make the network focus
more on the target of interest and thus ignore irrelevant
information. There are various attention mechanisms applied
in the Residual attentional siamese network(RASNet) [6] to
enhance its discrimination, which includes channel, residual,
and general attention. SA-Siam [7] integrates a channel
attention module into the semantic branch to calculate the
weight of the channel based on the channel activities that
are surrounding the target location. Distraction-awaremodule
is designed in the Distractor-aware siamese network [8] in
order to help the tracker pay more attention to semantic
interference. Some trackers combat background interference
by exploring distinguishing features. C-RPN [9] adopts
the fusion of multi-layer features and multiple steps of
regressions to progressively refine the representation of the
target. For SiamDW[10], the depth andwidth of the backbone
framework are enhanced to achieve more accurate and robust
tracking results.

Despite the effectiveness of these methods, they are
limited by the form of target representation, which makes it
difficult to further improve the performance of the tracker.
Because existing trackers commonly represent targets by
an axis-aligned rectangular box, which is unreliable and
inevitably introduces background information in many cases.
For example, when the target is a person with open hands,
although the rectangular box surrounds the target, it contains
a lot of background information. This situation is illustrated
in Figure 1. The output of the semi-supervised segmentation
task consists of a binary segmentation mask indicating
whether a pixel belongs to the target or not. Consider that
it is advantageous to solve the background interference
problem because the target and the background can be clearly
distinguished.

Recently, segmentation has often been introduced into
trackers to improve their performance thanks to its pixel-
level information. SiamMask [11] introduces a segmenta-
tion branch following the SiameseRPN, which allows the
regression of bounding boxes and the segmentation of objects
to be learned jointly in training. Then much work is done
based on SiamMask on reverse optimization paradigm [12]
and rotated box estimation [13]. Later, D3S [14] combines
a segmentation branch with online DCF [15] to incorporate
the process of target classification and inference of pixel-level
segmentation. However, segmentation plays only an auxiliary
role in these trackers, and few studies have used segmentation

information to solve the background interference problem in
trackers. In addition, tracking accuracy will be compromised
due to the direct reuse of features in the tracking network.
This is because, without structural constraints, interference
can be introduced in the learning process of segmentation due
to background clutter outside the bounding box.

To solve the problems mentioned above, we propose a
Segmentation tracker with mask-guided background sup-
pression strategy that aims to mitigate the background
interference problem in Siamese-based trackers by exploiting
the segmentation information at the pixel level. First, a mask-
aware module is proposed to guarantee the accuracy of
segmentation. Regression Loss is introduced to guide the
selection of features at the shallow layers, which are only
sensitive to the target region. The shallow features extracted
by the neural network have more spatial information. This
module reduces the interference in the backbone network
and introduces structural information to ensure the reliability
and accuracy of segmentation mask generation. With the
pixel-level information, the segmentation mask can clearly
separate the target from the background and can thus be
used to solve the problem of background interference. Then,
a background suppression model is constructed to reduce
background interference in the target template by using
segmentation information. Finally, a mask-guided spatiotem-
poral contextual constraint model is constructed to aid target
localization. A region probability matrix is calculated via
the previous frame’s mask, which represents the spatial
distribution between the object of interest and its contextual
information. This matrix is then applied to the search region
features to constrain the contextual information.

Our method based on the Siamese tracking framework
shows better performance in suppressing the background due
to the exploitation of segmentation information. Extensive
experiments on popular tracking benchmarks including
VOT2016, VOT2018, VOT2019, OTB100, and TC128 have
validated the effectiveness of our tracker.

The main contributions of this work are summarized in
three-fold:

• We propose the mask-aware module to ensure the
accuracy of the generated segmentation masks. Regres-
sion loss is introduced to guide the selection of
shallow features that are sensitive only to the target
region to generate the mask. This introduces structural
information constraints in the process of generating
the mask, thus reducing the interference of background
clutter in the backbone features.

• We propose a mask-guided template suppression
module and adaptive spatiotemporal context constraint
strategy that aims to suppress background interference
by exploiting the pixel-level segmentation information.
For the template branch, MTSM employs the mask of
the initial frame to filter out background interference in
the target template, which improves its discriminative
capacity. For the search region branch, ASTCCS calcu-
lates a region probabilitymatrix based on themask of the
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FIGURE 1. An illustration of the annotation of a target with a rectangular box is shown in the first line. It can
be seen that the irregularity of the target shape thus introduces an amount of background information in the
bounding box. And the segmentation results are shown in the second line. It can be seen that the pixel-level
segmentation result has a clear target contour and can clearly distinguish the target from the background,
which shows the natural advantage of using the segmentation result to suppress background interference.

previous frame to constrain the contextual information
in the current frame to aid the target location.

• The proposed module is seamlessly integrated into the
siamese-based segmentation tracking framework, and
the results of extensive experiments on popular datasets
show that our approach achieves excellent performance.

II. RELATED WORKS
The main content of this section is to introduce the
technologies related to this work. Our approach introduces
segmentation information into the Siamese-based tracking
framework for removing its background interference.We first
present the Siamese-based tracking, then the segmentation
based tracking and the tracking with background information
included at the end.

A. SIAMESE-BASED TRACKERS
The Siamese-based trackers have aroused a lot of attention
with balanced speed and precision achieved. Siamese net-
works were originally proposed for signature verification
tasks and were then applied for visual tracking in SINT [16]
and SiamFC. SINT turned out the efficiency of the learned
matching function. It matches the initial patch of the first
frame with the candidates of the new frame by means of a
learned matching function and returns the most similar patch.
SiamFC trained a Siamese-based fully-convolutional network
to perform cross-correlation between a template image within
a larger search region. Subsequent Siamese-based trackers
followed this thinking and treat tracking as a similarity-
matching method. The features of the target template and
the search area branches are extracted with branches of
shared weights, and then their similarity is calculated by
correlation operations. There are a number of strategies
being proposed to enhance SiamFC, for instance bounding

box regression, exploration of deeper networks [10], [17],
[18], loss function [19] and updating of model [20], [21].
CFNet [15] integrates the correlation filters into SiamFC
as a CNN layer. DSiam [3] equips the SiamFC with a
fast transformation learning model to online adaptability of
both target appearance and background suppression. Region
proposal network (RPN) is embedded in the Siamese-based
network in Siamrpn [1], which employs predefined anchors
instead of the multi-scale searching method as used in
previous trackers to solve the scale estimation problem.
Siamrpn++ [17] integrates a spatial aware sensing sampling
strategy to the ResNet [22]-driven Siamese tracker, which
mitigates the restriction of network depth for tracker perfor-
mance. Subsequent works [18], [23] propose an anchor-free
algorithm to reduce the calculation of parameter adjustment
and improve the adaptive capability of the network to achieve
the effect of manual intervention reduction.

Siamese-based trackers have made great progress in terms
of accuracy and speed, however, background interference
is still a significant challenge for them. Therefore, in this
paper, we address this problem by introducing pixel-level
segmentation information with clear target edges. Segmen-
tation information is introduced to filter out background
interference in the template and to constrain the contextual
information in the search region.

B. VIDEO OBJECT SEGMENTATION
Semi-supervised VOS [3], [24], [25], [26] task aims to predict
a detailed mask representation of the interest object given in
the first frame. Therefore with the pixel-wise segmentation
information, many studies have developed various segmenta-
tion trackers by optical flow [27], filter [28], [29], boosting
decision tree [30], and Absorbing Markov Chain [31].
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Depending on the network structure, segmentation-based
trackers can be categorized roughly into two groups, cascaded
and parallel. The cascade paradigm [32], OceanPlus [12]
SiamMargin [12] adapts a well-trained bounding-box-to-
segmentation (Box2Seg) network [33], [34] to output binary
target masks within the bounding boxes, which are presented
by a separate branch. For SiamRCNN [32], a Box2Seg
network from PReMVOS [34] was employed to predict the
mask, which is a fully convolutional DeepLabV3+ [33]
network with an Xception-65 [35] backbone and has been
trained on Mapillary [36] and COCO [37]. The parallel
paradigm [11], [14] typically contains a segmentation branch
composed of up-sampling modules for refinement of the
features extracted from the backbone network of the tracker,
similar to the classical U-Net construction [38]. For the
Siamese-based tracker, SiamMask [11] introduces a seg-
mentation branch following the SiameseRPN to implement
combined training of regressing the bounding box and
segment target. For correlation filter-based tracking, D3S [14]
combines a segmentation branch with online DCF [15] to
get the combination of target classification and pixel-wise
segmentation reasoning. Our approach utilizes a parallel
architecture and proposes a mask-aware module to guarantee
the quality of mask generation. Afterward, the mask is used
in the tracking process to reduce the impact of background
interference on the tracker.

C. TRACKERS WITH BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Although some progress has been gained in visual tracking
recently, for example, Siamese and segmentation-based solu-
tions, background information is also a challenging task for
visual tracking. The capacity of trackers can be remarkably
enhanced if it is equipped with a background suppression
component. In correlation filter-based trackers, temporal
context prior is employed in diverse forms to suppress back-
ground distractors. Some approaches [21], [39], [40], [41]
use cosine windows or Gaussian windows as temporal
context priors to structure constraintmodels. Zhang et al. [42]
formulate spatiotemporal relationships between the target
and its surrounding regions based on a Bayesian framework.
Based on the Siamese-based tracker, Galoogahi et al. [43]
learn a novel background suppression module by mining the
information of the background features in the first frame.
Tan et al. [44] detects and suppress background interference
through the calculation of activation maps of them in the
previous frame.Wei [45] et al. improve the feature representa-
tion by filtering out background interference in the template,
which mitigates background interference. In contrast to the
above tracker, segmentation information is considered a priori
information in our tracker to suppress the background noise
both in the template branch and search region branch. For
the template branch, the initial frame is employed to filter
out background interference in the target template and we
also compute a region probability matrix to constrain the
contextual information in the search region.

III. METHOD
In the following, the overall framework of our proposed
method is first presented in Section III-A, and themask-aware
module is explained in Section III-B. The benefits of
our mask-guided template suppression module design are
demonstrated in Section III-C. Finally, we describe the
adaptive spatiotemporal context constraint strategy in detail
in Section III-D.

A. OVERALL ARCHITECTURE
The proposed framework aims to address the problem
of background interference in Siamese-based networks by
segmentation information at the pixel level. The overall
pipeline is shown in Figure 2.

The proposed method first follows the recent Siamese-
based tracker SiamMask [11] to implement object tracking.
Centered on the target annotated in the initial frame, the
template image is cropped to a size of 127*127 as in the
classical Siamese structure. In the following tracking process,
the search region image is obtained by cropping at the center
of the target position in the last frame, which has a size of
255*255. Then, we follow the original SiamMask inference
procedure to predict the target location in the search image.
The target template image and the search region image
are extracted features through a fully-convolutional network
with the same weights and obtain template feature z and
search region feature X . The two features are performed
with a depth-wise cross-correlation to obtain a multi-channel
response map, and the process can be described as:

f (z,X) = ϕ (z) ∗ ϕ (X) (1)

where ϕ () is the function to obtain deep features from the
pre-trained neural network resnet50. ∗ denotes depth-wise
cross-correlation.

In addition to similarity scores and bounding box can-
didates, the response map also contains the necessary
information that allows the generation of binary masks. For
target mask generation, we first extract the information of the
highest scoring position in the response map. The strategy
of [46] is then followed to merge low-resolution features and
high-resolution features with multiple refinement modules
composed of up-sampling layers and skip connections.

Direct reuse of features in the tracking network can
compromise segmentation accuracy. To improve the reli-
ability and accuracy of generating segmentation masks,
the mask-aware module is proposed, in which structural
constraints are introduced in the generation process of masks.
Based on SiamMask, tracking-oriented backbone features
are fed into the mask-aware module, and shallow features
that are sensitive to the target region only are selected to
generate the mask under the guidance of regression loss. The
target mask provides pixel-level classification information of
the target and background which can be used to suppress
background interference. To enhance the discrimination of
the target template, the initial frame target mask is fed into
the mask-guided template background suppression module
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FIGURE 2. The overall framework of our method. The aim of our method is to reduce background
interference in Siamese-based trackers by exploiting pixel-level segmentation information. Firstly, the
mask-aware module (MAM) is proposed to lead the network to pay more attention to the features of
the target area and thus obtain more accurate object masks. Then, the mask-aware module (MAM) and the
adaptive spatiotemporal context constraint strategy (ASC) are proposed to introduce the target mask into
the template branch and the search area branch to suppress background interference respectively.

to filter out the noise of the background in the template.
To help target location, the target mask of the previous frame
is used to construct a region probability matrix to constrain
the contextual information in the search region of the current
frame. the improved Siamese-based tracking method can be
described as:

fn (z,X) = FTN ∗ [R⊙ ϕ (X)] (2)

where FTN denotes the target template after background
suppression. R denotes the region probability matrix, and
⊙ denotes the Hadamard product.

B. MASK-AWARE MODEL (MAM)
The segmentation branch is often designed in a segmentation-
based tracker as a structure like the classical U-Net,
which includes up-sampling layers for the refinement and
integration of the low- and high-resolution features extracted
from the backbone network of the tracker. In this paper,
the mask with a clear target edge is used to suppress
background interference in the proposed method, so the
accuracy of the mask representation is important. However,
the general features extracted consist of several feature
patterns representing different target priors, of which the
object of interest represents only a part. Other redundant fea-
tures may compromise segmentation accuracy and introduce
false positives in segmentation. Therefore, we constructed a
mask-aware features model for the segmentation branch to
select features that are active for the target region, as shown
in Figure 3.

Specifically, we compute the importance of features along
the channel depending on a gradient-based approach and then
retain the most important features as mask-aware features.
Given the extracted general features X , mask-aware features

that are active for the target can be generated according to the
channel importance ∆ as:

χ ′
= y (χ; ∆) (3)

where y denotes the mapping function that selects channel
features with top importance. Equation (3) is inferred from a
combination of the chain rule and Equation (2) where x is the
output prediction.

We regress all the samples Xi,j in a template to a Gaussian

label map Y (i, j) = e−
i2+j2

2σ2 , where (i, j) is the offset against
the target and σ is the kernel width. The problem can be
formulated as the regression loss,

Lreg = ∥Y (i, j) −W ∗ Xi,j∥2 − λ∥W∥
2 (4)

where W denotes the regressor weight and ∗ indicates
the convolution operation. The importance of each channel
feature can be calculated based on its contribution to the fitted
label map, i.e., the derivation of Lreg with respect to the input
feature Xin.

∂Lreg
∂Xin

=

∑
i,j

∂Lreg
∂Xo (i, j)

×
∂Xo (i, j)
∂Xin (i, j)

=

∑
i,j

2 (Y (i, j) − XO (i, j)) ×W (5)

The mask-aware module has the following advantages
over directly reusing features extracted by the tracking
backbone. We select a portion of features that are sensitive
only to the target region for segmentation refinement by
introducing structural information. This not only reduces
irrelevant information in the depth features but also improves
the representation of the target, which guarantees the quality
of the segmentation results.
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FIGURE 3. An illustration of the proposed mask-aware module. With the guidance of regression loss, the
module selects features that are sensitive only to the target region for refinement of the mask within the
features extracted by the tracking framework.

FIGURE 4. The framework of the mask-guided template suppression module.

C. MASK-GUIDED TEMPLATE SUPPRESSION
MODULE (MTSM)
Most Siamese-based trackers regard tracking as a matching
process, with the template patch as fixed kernels to match
the search patch. However, the template contains some
background information in addition to the target. While
this contextual information can aid target location, it causes
tracking to drift or even fail in more cases. Considering
binary segmentation mask can clearly indicate whether a
pixel belongs to the target, it was introduced to reduce
the interference of background clutter. The mask-guided
template suppression module is proposed to achieve this goal,
which is presented in Figure 4. We consider the target mask
of the initial frame to be credible because the ground truth
value of the initial frame is given. Firstly, the target template
feature Ft extracted by resnet50 and the target mask of the
initial frame are fed into this module. Each pixel of the target
is also mapped to the FT , forming a region of interest M
which can be identified by the mask I . Mask I is the output
of the segmentation branch, which clearly indicates whether
a pixel belongs to the target or not. Thus, with mask I ,
we construct a binary maskMI ∈ [0, 1]w×h corresponding to
the elements on the template patch. Its elements for each pixel
are calculated with Equation (6). The information of spatial
location (i, j) is considered target-related information when
the value of (i, j) on mask I is 1, and the corresponding value
ofM (i, j) is 1; otherwise, the corresponding value ofM (i, j)
is 0. Hence, the region of interest is located by all elements

with a value of 1.

M (i, j) =

{
1, if (i, j) ∈ R
0, otherwise

(6)

So that we can obtain a background-suppressed feature by

FTS = ϕ (T (i, j) ⊙MI (i, j)) (7)

where T is the target template patch and ϕ () is the function
to obtain deep features from the pre-trained neural network
resnet50. ϕ () denotes Hadamard product. The new template
patch FTN is derived from the fusion operation between FT
and FTS as follows:

FTN = β ∗ FT + (1 − β) ∗ FTS (8)

where β is a hyperparameter to control the influence of the
background information. Then, the new template patch FTN
is reused inside the search region in the subsequent tracking
process.

Through the above operations, background information
is suppressed, while the information related to the target
is enhanced, so that the updated template patch Ft can
pay more attention to the target-related information. The
background suppression template fs which contains only
partial information related to the target, was not chosen as
the new template patch. For the background information in
the template cannot be completely discarded as the closer
ones can be regarded as contextual information to locate
the target. In addition, the module is only applied once
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FIGURE 5. The overall pipeline of adaptive spatiotemporal context constraint strategy.

at initialization, so it improves performance without the
additional burden of computation. (The effectiveness of
the module was demonstrated in section IV-C by ablation
experiments.)

D. ADAPTIVE SPATIOTEMPORAL CONTEXT CONSTRAINT
CTRATEGY
During tracking, we only want to select a candidate with
the highest similarity to the target template. However, other
candidates from the background compromise the tracking
accuracy. Therefore, an adaptive spatiotemporal context
constraint strategy is proposed to alleviate this problem,
as shown in Figure 5. The aim of this strategy is to suppress
the background noise in the current frame, by means of
learning the spatiotemporal distribution between the target
and the interference in the previous frame.

In visual tracking, the search region is an area three times
larger than the template centered on the target position of
the previous frame. The information in the search area can
therefore be considered the local context of the target. Since
the time interval between video frames is usually small,
it is reasonable to assume that successive frames are smooth
between them. So that the spatial distribution of the target
and surrounding interference remains essentially unchanged.
Furthermore, the spatial relationship between an object and
its surrounding context provides specific scene configuration
information which aids to differentiate the target from the
context. The closer to the target location the more important
the information is and a larger weight should be given to it.

First, a region probability matrix is calculated with
the search region feature and the mask. Specifically, we
have the mask Mt−1 after tracking at the (t − 1) th frame,
in which the corresponding part of the search region can be
cropped fromMt−1 and mapped to the same size of the search
patch. Then a grid of size H × W is computed, which is of
the same spatial resolution as the search region feature FS .
We demonstrate how to calculate the regional probability

matrix using a grid of 4 × 4 size In Figure 5. Denotes the
grid box at the position (i, j) as

(
xij1, yij1, xij2, yij2

)
and each

grid value can be calculated as follows:

G(i,j)
k =

n(
x ij2 − x ij1

) (
yij2 − yij1

) (9)

The numerator n is the number of pixels in the grid area
that belong to the target and the Gk indicates the overlap
ratio of this grid with the target. All grid values together form
a regional probability matrix R which represents the spatial
distribution of the target in the search region. Then, the search
patch FS is multiplied bitwise by the regional probability
matrix R to generate an interference-suppressed patch FSN ,
which is formulated as Equation (9).

The strategy takes the target mask of the previous frame as
a priori information to constrain the contextual information
of the search area in the current frame. With the proposed
strategy, contexts in the search patch are re-weighted, with
information close to the target being given more weight,
and far from the target being relatively suppressed. This
effectively mitigates the effects of interference on tracking
and improves tracking performance. The ablation experiment
in this module is in subsection IV-C.

IV. EXPERIMENTS
In this section, the setup of this work is first presented in
Section IV-A. Then, experiments are conducted in
Section IV-B on five popular trace datasets to evaluate
the performance of our method. Next, attribute-based
experiments and ablation experiments are conducted in
Sections IV-C and IV-D, respectively.

A. IMPLEMENTATION DETAILS
All experiments are implemented on a PC with an Intel
i7-10700CPU 2.90 GHz) processor and a single NVIDIA
GeForce GTX 1650 with 16 GB RAM. Like SiamMask,
the template patch input size is 127 pixels and the search
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area input size is set to 255 pixels, the modified ResNet-50
in [33] is used as the base Siamese subnetwork. In the initial
training, the convergence loss threshold is set to 0.002 and
the maximum iteration number is 100. We select the top
250 important channel features from the Conv1, Conv2, and
Conv3 layers respectively for the refinement of target masks.
Our algorithm is evaluated on five benchmarks, including
VOT2016 [47], VOT2018, VOT2019, OTB2015, and TC128.

B. EXPERIMENTS ON THE TRACKING BENCHMARK
1) VOT2016 BENCHMARK
In order to evaluate the performance of our method,
we conduct experiments on the popular VOT2016 [47], which
comprises 60 short sequences with various challenges. The
VOT benchmark evaluates a tracker from three aspects:
expected average overlap, accuracy, and robustness. The
accuracy was indicated by calculating the average overlap
ratio between the ground truth values and predicted results
and the robustness is calculated by a number of tracking
failures. The tracking is considered a failure when the
overlap ratio between the predicted and ground truth values
is zero. And the tracker is reinitialized for object tracking
after 5 frames of the failure. The Expected Average
Overlap (EAO) is used for overall performance ranking
according to these two measures. We compared some state-
of-the-art trackers (SiamFC [2], TCNN [48], CCOT [49],
CSRDCF [50], SiamRPN [1], TADT [51], ECO [52],
ASRCF [53], ATOM [54], SPM [55], and SiamMask [11].
Their scores are shown detailed in Table 1. ATOM and
ASRCF obtained better robustness, but their EAO scores
and overlap scores are lower than ours. In comparison to
the SiamMask [11], which is a segmentation-based tracker
as well, our EAO scores and Accuracy scores were 1.3%
and 1.5% higher, respectively, and our robustness score is
1.8% lower. Overall, our method has the highest accuracy and
EAO and better robustness score, indicating that the method
effectively reduces the background interference problem.

TABLE 1. Details about the state-of-the-art trackers in VOT2016 [47]. red,
blue and green, represent 1st, 2nd and 3rd respectively.

2) OTB100 BENCHMARK
To further validate the performance of our tracker,
we conducted experiments on VOT2018. VOT2018 con-
tains 60 video sequences and, like VOT2016 [47], takes

expected average overlap, accuracy, and robustness to
measure the performance of the tracker. The videos
contained in the VOT2018 dataset [56] are somewhat
longer than those in VOT2016 and the challenges are
more complex. In Table 2, we compare our tracker with
others including SiamFC [1], ECO [52], ASRCF [53],
SPM [55], SiamMask [11], DaSiamRPN [8], SiamRPN [1],
LADCF [57], and ATOM [54]. DaSiamRPN [8] suppresses
distractors by learning interference-aware features and
obtains 0.383 EAO scores and 0.590 accuracy scores. Our
method achieves EAO scores equivalent to its accuracy
scores 1.7% higher, which indicates the advantage of
employing segmentation information to suppress background
interference. However, our method has not yielded the best
performance. ATOM obtains better robustness and EAO
scores, only our accuracy scores were higher than ours.
This is probably because our tracker cannot cope with target
disappearance and reappearance well.

TABLE 2. Details about the state-of-the-art trackers in VOT2018 [56]. red,
blue and green, represent 1st, 2nd and 3rd respectively.

3) VOT2019 BENCHMARK
Then we evaluate our method on VOT2019 [58], in which
sequences are replaced by 20% compared to the VOT2018.
Table 3 shows the EAO, robustness, and accuracy of
our trackers, SA-Siam [7], SiamCRF_RT [58], SPM [55],
SiamMask [11], SiamRPN++ [17], ATOM [54],
ARTCS [58], SiamDW_ST [10], DCFST [58] respectively.
Although the overall performance metric EAO scores of our
tracker are lower than ATOM in the vot2018 comparison
results, in vot2019, the EAO and accuracy scores are
comparable to or even slightly higher than it. And in the case
where EAO scores are slightly lower than SiamDW_ST [10]
and DCFST [58], our accuracy scores are higher than both.
In general, our method ranks first on the accuracy metric on
the VOT2019 dataset and also ranks high in EAO metrics.
This shows that our tracker obtains better tracking accuracy,
which validates the effectiveness of our target-guided mask
refinement module. This module improves the reliability
and accuracy of the object mask by introducing structural
constraints in the mask generation process, thus improving
the tracking accuracy of the tracker.

4) OTB100 BENCHMARK
To verify the versatility of our tracker, we conducted
experiments on OTB100 [59]. It contains 100 videos, some
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FIGURE 6. The Success plot and Precision plot on the Object Tracking Benchmark (OTB) 100 dataset.

TABLE 3. Details about the state-of-the-art trackers in VOT2019 [58]. red,
blue and green, represent 1st, 2nd and 3rd respectively.

of which are in grayscale. Different from VOT, OTB100
takes success and precision as the major evaluation metrics.
The precision represents the percentage of error between
the center point of the ground truth and the prediction
bounding box. The success indicates the percentage of
successfully tracked frames to the total number of video
frames. The success of the frame tracking is determined
when the percentage of overlap between the ground truth
and the prediction bounding box is greater than a certain
threshold. We compare our method with numerous trackers
including Siammask [11], GradNet [60], DeepSRDCF [61],
SiamRPN [1], SiamDWfc [10], SRDCF [62], CFNet [63],
SiamFC [2], Staple [64]. The performance of the above
trackers by one-pass evaluation (OPE) including both the
accuracy plots and the success plots are shown in Figure 6.

Our method achieves a score of 0.653 and 0.854 on
success and precision respectively. In comparison to the
Siamese-based method SiamFC, our method obtained a 6.6%
improvement in the success metric. This demonstrates the
advantage of our approach of using pixel-level segmentation
information to suppress background noise. TADT learns
target-aware features that improve the tracker’s ability
to identify targets that undergo significant changes in
appearance, and obtains 0.656 success scores. Our method
achieves scores equivalent to its, which also proved that
the proposed mask-guided background suppression module

TABLE 4. Details about the state-of-the-art trackers in VOT2019 [58]. red,
blue and green, represent 1st, 2nd and 3rd respectively.

improves the discriminative ability of the target template.
However, in contrast to the good performance on the VOT
datasets, the overall performance of the proposed method on
OTB100 is still somewhat distant from the state-of-the-art
methods. The reason for this phenomenon is the targets in
the OTB100 dataset are annotated with rectangles, while the
tracking results generated by our method are presented in the
form of quadrilaterals. In addition, the OTB dataset is not
set up with a mechanism to reinitialize after tracking failure,
which also proves that our approach cannot cope well with
the challenge of target loss.

5) TC128 BENCHMARK
To demonstrate the universality of the proposed approach,
additional experiments were conducted on the TC128
dataset [47]. We evaluated three distinct categories of
tracking algorithms: correlation filter-based trackers such as
KCF [41] and BACF [43], CNNs and CF-based trackers
including CF2 [65], DeepSRDCF [61], and ECO [52],
as well as Siamese network structure-based trackers including
SiamFC [2], SiamMask [11], SCS-Siam [66], TADT [51],
and SCSAtt [67]. CREST [68] was also included in
the evaluation. The comparison results are presented
in Table 4.
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FIGURE 7. Comparison of success plots and precision plots on challenging attributes for tracking, including
scale variation (SV), illumination variation (IV), low resolution, In-plane rotation (IPR), Fast Motion, and
Deformation for OTB-100.

C. ATTRIBUTE-BASED COMPARISON
We compared the performance of nine trackers using
success plots and precision plots on six attributes that are
closely related to our method: fast motion, scale variation,
illumination variation, low resolution, in-plane rotation,
and deformation. The experiments were conducted on the
OTB100 dataset. Figure 7 displays the performance of our
proposed tracker and other trackers on six distinct attributes.
Overall, the performance of our algorithm was found to
be superior to that of most of the other trackers evaluated
in the comparison study. What is worth emphasizing is
that our method outperforms SiamMask for each attribute,
which proves that our tracker makes fuller use of the

segmentation information. For the attributes of scale variation
and fast motion, our algorithm obtains the first scoring rate
which indirectly proves that our object-guided background
suppression module effectively enhances the discriminability
of the target template.

D. ABLATION EXPERIMENTS
To verify the effectiveness of the proposed algorithm,
we performed ablation experiments on the VOT2016 dataset.
we investigate the effects of different combinations of three
main components in our method, including the mask-aware
module (MAM), mask-guided template suppression module
(MTSM), and adaptive spatiotemporal context constraint
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strategy (ASC). Their contributions are validated by remov-
ing them separately from the entire framework. Detailed
results are reported in Table 5. The baseline algorithm is a
method without the mask-aware model and the background
constraint method, which is described in detail in the
subsections.

TABLE 5. Ablation studies on VOT2016.In the table, E represents the EAO
metrics. The larger the value, the better the performance of the tracker.
R indicates the robustness metrics. The smaller the value, the better the
robustness of the tracker.

1) EFFECTIVENESS OF MASK-AWARE MODEL
Based on the baseline algorithm, the mask-aware model is
introduced to improve the quality of the segmentation mask.
Compared to the baseline algorithm, the score on the accuracy
metric is improved with almost unchanged in other metrics.
This demonstrates that the proposed mask-aware model can
effectively improve the quality of the mask. For the model
selects the features that best represent the target to generate
the mask, which significantly reduces the negative impact of
interference in the backbone network.

2) EFFECTIVENESS OF MASK-GUIDED TEMPLATE
SUPPRESSION MODULE
In order to verify the validity of the background suppress
module, we introduce this module with the other components
unchanged. The mask-guided template suppression module
improved the EAO score and Accuracy score and reduce
the number of lost. This indicates that the utilization of this
module effectively suppresses irrelevant information in the
target template and highlights foreground information related
to the target. For pixel-wise segmentation information can
clearly distinguish whether each pixel belongs to the target
and the background.

3) EFFECTIVENESS OF ADAPTIVE SPATIOTEMPORAL
CONTEXT CONSTRAINT STRATEGY
Next, we further show the superiority of the adaptive spa-
tiotemporal context constraint strategy. As can be seen from
Table 5 the method with ASC performs better. Compared
to the method in which the module is not included, ASC
reduces the number of lost tracks while improving accuracy.
This indicates that the proposed MSCM can significantly
reduce the possibility of tracking drift. This is because
the module learns a region probability matrix representing
the spatial distribution of the target from the segmentation
information of the previous frame, which is then used in
the current frame. Our tracker maintains as much temporal

and spatial information as possible, thus improving tracking
performance.

V. CONCLUSION
Previous Siamese-based trackers use attentional mechanisms
or explore distinguishable features to suppress interference,
but the lack of structural information makes it difficult to
highlight targets effectively. Considering that the output of
semi-supervised object segmentation results in determining
whether each pixel position belongs to the target, which is
advantageous for separating the target from the background.
We propose segmentation tracker with mask-guided back-
ground suppression strategy to suppress background inter-
ference by exploiting pixel-level segmentation information.
First, we propose a mask-aware module that introduces
structural information to help the network focus more on
target region features and thus generate more accurate target
masks. Then, we introduce the object mask with pixel-wise
information into the template branch to filter the background
interference, which obtains a more discriminative target
template. Finally, the mask is introduced into the search
region branch to help target location. The spatial distribution
of the target in the search region in the previous frame
is learned by the object mask to constrain the background
interference in the current frame. We evaluated our tracker
on the VOT2016, VOT208, VOT2019, OTB100, and TC128
datasets. The quantitative and qualitative results show that our
method achieves superior tracking accuracy and robustness.
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