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ABSTRACT Wepresent an innovative extension of the Set Covering Problem, transitioning from a traditional
radial covering to an angular covering structure. The decisions are based on locating the facilities and
identifying the directional servers installed in each, covering a set of points in a geographic area. The
strategic placement of surveillance cameras inspired this novel approach. We aim to minimize the cost of
covering demand points by strategically installing directional servers on facilities. We propose an integer
linear model and an initial approach based on column generation decomposition. We conducted extensive
computational experiments on different test instances, including a practical case study involving positioning
security cameras for surveillance in Valparaíso, Chile. The results highlight the effectiveness of column
generation in achieving optimal solutions or significantly improving solution quality compared with solving
the model directly with standard optimization solvers, especially for larger instances. In particular, the
column generation algorithm achieves up to a 67% improvement in solution quality compared to the
optimization model for real-world size instances, demonstrating its practical applicability and potential for
enhancing surveillance infrastructure design.

INDEX TERMS Angular covering, column generation, combinatorial optimization, location problem, set
covering.

I. INTRODUCTION
The set covering problem (SCP) is one of the most studied
location problems. The SCP finds the minimum-cost set of
facilities from a finite discrete candidate set, covering all
demand points of a geographic area, including the service
level through the distance between facilities and demand
points.

The SCP was first proposed by [1] to determine the
minimum number of police officers required to keep a
road network covered. Reference [2] proposed the first
mathematical model for locating emergency facility services.
Moreover, SCP has been applied to other fields, such as bus
stops [3], tool selection in flexiblemanufacturing systems [4],
vehicle path planning [5], location of recycling facilities [6],
location of healthcare facilities [7], relocation of hierarchical
emergency response facilities [8], nature reserve design [9],
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optimization of gas detectors in chemical plants [10], and
wireless network design for uncrewed aerial vehicles (UAV)
in disaster areas [11].

Some assumptions were made in the mathematical model
for the SCP:
1) All demand points are equally important in receiving

service, independent of their demand level.
2) All demand points must be covered by at least one

located facility.
3) The coverage is radial. Therefore, a facility covers a

point of demand if the distance between the facilities is
less than or equal to the coverage radius.

4) All covered demand points received the same service
level, which did not depend on their distance from the
facility that covered them.

5) These facilities are uncapacitated and do not have a
maximum number of demand points to cover.

Several extensions of SCP have been proposed. Dynamic
SCP assumes that the parameters of the model can take
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different values depending on the period within the planning
horizon [12]. The Capacitated SCP assumes that facilities
have a limited capacity to attend to demand points [13]. The
Multiple Optimal SCP determines the optimal number of
facilities to cover all demand points as a secondary objective
that minimizes the distance between facilities and demand
points [14]. The Fuzzy SCP determines the optimal covering
degree by considering fuzzy coverage [15]. In [16], an edge-
covering problem (ECP) is addressed in a fuzzy environment,
and three models were proposed. The set k-covering problem
guarantees coverage of each demand point at least k
times [17]. In [18], maximizing the demand points covered
at least twice was proposed as a secondary objective. In [19],
three models were proposed: a) gradual cover models, where
the covered demand depends on the proximity between the
facility and the demand point. b) Cooperative cover model,
which considers multiple facilities to address the demands
of each point. c) Variable radius model with coverage radius
depending on location cost. In [20], a continuous version
of a covering model was proposed, including risk. The
fuzzy concept introduces a degree of customer satisfaction
based on the covering radius. The model determines the
locations of facilities in a continuous space. In [21], the
coverage radius is a decision variable and not an exogenous
parameter of the model applied to the hub-covering problem.
In [22], deterministic equivalencewas proposed to include the
uncertainty in the SCP based on an uncertainty distribution.

However, some applications consider servers with angular
covering, such as security cameras, where the angle defines
the image quality. This structure guarantees the coverage of
zones where the demand points are located and avoids cov-
ering unnecessary spaces where there are no demand points
or, when necessary, requires service to some geographic areas
(security cameras).

This angular covering structure is beneficial when the
cost is associated with establishing coverage. Therefore,
it is crucial to consider this structure to cover areas with
clustered demand points, leaving areaswith no demand points
or minor importance uncovered. This extends the classical
SCP problem because, together with the location decision,
we consider an angular covering decision.

Figure 1 shows an example of an angular covering
structure. The nodes, shown in light gray circles, represent
the demand points. Squares represent the candidate locations
of a facility. The nodes where the facilities are located are
shown in dark grey. Servers are installed on the located
facilities and establish angular covering, represented by the
gray area covering the demand points. Instead of radial
coverage, three servers establish angular coverage from each
facility. One group is configured at 90◦, 60◦, and 45◦, and
the other is configured at 30◦, 45◦, and 90◦. By adopting this
innovative approach, we efficiently cover areas with demand
points, a significant advantage of the angular coverage
structure. A radial coverage structure also covers the demand
points; however, the area would be larger, covering zones

without demand points, which would mean higher costs for
establishing coverage toward the same demand points.

Studies have addressed the location of security cameras
that adopt an angular covering structure. In [23], the authors
addressed the first two-dimensional (2D) angular covering
problem. The coverage area was divided into grids to be
covered. They proposed a covering model that minimizes
server installation costs by covering all grids. The model
includes a covering matrix that indicates whether the server
can cover the grid or not. Therefore, the model is identical
to the SCP model. They considered one server type and
multiple configurations, installing at most one server in each
grid centroid, including an angle-distance relationship. They
presented the optimization model. In [24], the authors studied
a three-dimensional (3D) angular covering problem. The
area was divided into grids, and the goal was to install the
minimum number of servers to obtain the most coverage
possible. They considered one server type andmultiple server
configurations. The optimization model is not presented, but
they solve instances using a particle swarm optimization
algorithm. In [25], a 2D angular covering problem was
addressed by dividing the area into grids. They proposed an
extension of themaximal covering location problem (MCLP),
which includes a service-level component that guarantees a
given level of coverage. They also considered multiple server
types and configurations. The servers are installed at the grid
centroid, and the covering is cooperative; multiple servers
can cover a grid. The server type and configuration decisions
are based on an algorithm that includes server interferences.
In [26], a 2D angular covering problem was considered,
with the study area divided into grids. The objective is to
maximize grid coverage, regardless of the cost of installing
the servers, where the grids can be partially covered.
They considered multiple server types, configurations, and
up to eight possible positions. They did not present the
optimization model but solved instances with two different
algorithms. In [27], an angular covering problem in two
dimensions was presented where the coverage area was
divided into nodes. He proposed an angular covering model
for a problem called the angled maximal covering location
problem. It extends the MCLP with angular covering
characteristics. In addition, the objective function maximizes
coverage overlap. He considered multiple server types and
configurations with several coverage levels depending on the
day or night. He does not present a model for the problem but
solves instances using a genetic algorithm.

Several studies have proposed methods to improve the
computational time for solving SCP and their exten-
sions. In [28], the authors proposed diverse preprocessing
techniques for SCP with conflict constraints, where the
simultaneous selection of pairs of columns is prohibited.
These techniques include row and column reduction and
the introduction of valid inequalities. In [29], the presolving
methods for partial SCP are presented. The objective is to
minimize facility location costs while ensuring coverage of
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FIGURE 1. Example of the angular covering structure.

a specific number of demand points. In [30], a novel demand
point aggregation method was proposed that effectively
reduces the number of original demand points in covering
problems. This method is accurate and significantly reduces
computational costs in real-world location problems.

Exact methods, such as column generation, have been used
in addition to the preprocessing and heuristic approaches
mentioned above to solve location problems. The literature
emphasizes the development of efficient methodologies for
addressing covering problems using column generation.
In [31], a column generation method was proposed that
effectively solved the Maximal Covering Location Problem.
In [32], a decomposition approachwas introduced to solve the
probabilistic maximal covering location-allocation problem,
leveraging column generation and covering graph techniques.
In [33], the authors presented a hybrid column generation
approach to address large-scale coverage programs, particu-
larly in transportation planning. In [34], the authors proposed
extensions of column generation applied to greedy heuristics
to address large-scale set covering problems.

Column generation is an effective method to solve com-
plex coverage problems. This approach involves generating
columns in each iteration to improve the solution quality.
The relaxed master problem selects a subset of the available
set of columns that converges to an optimal solution faster
than the original model. It achieves this without enumerating
all the columns but by generating only those considered
favorable [35].

This research contributes to relaxing the third SCP
assumption, leaving aside a radial covering structure to
propose an alternative angular covering design where the
facilities cover the specific zones that are the demand points
or groups of demand points. We propose a mathematical
formulation and model for the angular covering problem
in two dimensions as an extension of the SCP, where the
coverage area is represented by discrete demand points,
considering multiple server types and angles. The model

determines the server type, location, configuration, and
installation position. In addition, it guarantees the coverage
of all demand points, minimizes the total cost (facility
and server), and allows the installation of multiple servers
per location. In addition, a column generation algorithm
is proposed to determine near-optimal solutions for the
addressed problem. We solve a set of medium/large instances
showing the performance of the model and the column
generation methodology. Finally, we solve a real case to
locate security cameras in Valparaíso, Chile.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows.
In section II, we formulate the angular set covering problem
and present mathematical models considering an angular
covering structure. Section III presents the first approach
to column generation and the methodology based on it
to determine a feasible solution. Section IV describes
the computational experiments over the instance tests.
In Section V, we apply our approach to a case study on the
location of security cameras in Valparaíso, Chile. Finally,
in Section VI, we present our conclusions and suggestions
for future research. An outline of the acronyms used in this
paper is showed in Table 1.

TABLE 1. Summary of acronyms.

II. THE ANGULAR SET COVERING PROBLEM
This section presents the angular set covering problem (ACP).
The angular covering structure simultaneously considers
facility location and server installation decisions. Servers
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are installed in the facilities to establish the angular
covering.

TheACPminimizes facility location and server installation
costs, ensuring that at least one server covers each demand
point. This model is a powerful tool for locating facilities and
determining the server type, location, configuration (angle),
and position (orientation).

The assumptions of ACP indicate that the facilities are
selected from a set of candidate locations to be installed. The
servers are installed on the facilities; that is, to install servers
in a location, it is necessary to locate a facility. The covering
distance and angle of the servers are deterministic. Thus,
a demand point is covered if it is within the coverage area
of the server. Both facilities and servers are uncapacitated.
Therefore, facilities do not have a limit for installing servers,
and servers do not have a limit for covering demand points.
A demand point is served if it is covered by at least one
server. Without loss of generality, the server positions are
enumerated counterclockwise from the positive x-axis.

Fig. 2 shows the number of positions and their number. For
server configurations of 90◦, 60◦, 45◦, and 30◦, the number
of positions to install a server is 4, 6, 8, and 12, respectively.
The number of positions changes depending on the angle, but
they are numbered the same way up to cover 360◦. When
the angle associated with the server configuration is large,
the number of positions is small. For example, there are four
possible positions in the 90◦ server configuration, whereas in
the 30◦ configuration, there are twelve possible positions.

Fig. 3 presents the two server types for the two configura-
tions. For simplicity, the difference between the servers is the
amount of covered area, which affects the covering distance
for the same configuration. Fig. 3(a) shows the servers for a
configuration of 90◦ where the covering distances are 11 and
16. Fig. 3(b) shows the same servers for a configuration
of 45◦. The covering distance of each server with a 45◦

configuration is greater than 90◦, but the area covered is the
same for each server.

A. MATHEMATICAL FORMULATION
Let M be the set of demand points, indexed by i. N is the set
of candidate locations to locate a facility, indexed by j. T is
the server configuration set that defines the feasible covering
angles, indexed by t. For example T = {30◦, 45◦, 60◦, 90◦

}.
Pt is the set of positions for a server configuration t , e.g.,
P60◦ = {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6}. Finally, St is the set of server types
for a configuration t with different coverage area, e.g., S60◦ =

{1, 2}, meaning that there are two types of servers that cover
60◦, as Fig. 2 shows. A server is identified as a quadruplet
(t, s, p, j), which consists of configuration t where server type
s is installed at position p at location j. We define facility
location cost as gj, which represents the cost of locating a
facility at candidate location j. The server installation cost is
cts and represents the cost of installing server type s adopting
server configuration t for a determined facility. Finally, the
binary parameter α

ps
ijt is one if demand point i is covered by

server (t, s, p, j), and zero otherwise.

The decision variables are:
wj = 1, if and only if a facility is placed at location j,
and 0 otherwise.
ypsjt = 1, if and only if a server (t, s, p, j) is installed, and
0 otherwise.

The integer linear model for the ACP is given as follows:

min
∑
j∈N

gjwj +
∑
j∈N

∑
t∈T

∑
p∈Pt

∑
s∈St

ctsy
ps
jt (1)

s.t. ypsjt ≤ wj, ∀j ∈ N , t ∈ T , p ∈ Pt , s ∈ St , (2)∑
s∈St

ypsjt ≤ 1, ∀j ∈ N , t ∈ T , p ∈ Pt , (3)

∑
j∈N

∑
t∈T

∑
p∈Pt

∑
s∈St

α
ps
ijty

ps
jt ≥ 1, ∀i ∈ M , (4)

wj ∈ {0, 1}, ∀j ∈ N , (5)

ypsjt ∈ {0, 1}, ∀j ∈ N , t ∈ T , p ∈ Pt , s ∈ St . (6)

Objective function (1) minimizes the total costs. The
first term is the facility location costs, and the second is
the server cost. Constraints (2) allow the installation of
servers at locations where a facility is located. Constraints (3)
ensure that at most, one type of server is installed in
a position for a configuration considering each potential
facility. Constraints (4) guarantee that all the demand points
are covered by at least one server type. Constraints (5) and (6)
define the domain of the decision variables.

As the size of instances to solve through the ACP
model increases, the model can become intractable, requiring
extensive computation time to find the optimal solution or
obtain a low-quality feasible solution within a specified time
interval. We propose using a Column Generation algorithm
to address this challenge. This algorithm decomposes the
ACP model into a master problem and subproblems. This
approach aims to improve the performance of the algorithm,
particularly in solving large-sized instances efficiently. The
details of the column generation approach will be addressed
in the next section.

III. A COLUMN GENERATION APPROACH
This section introduces a column generation approach for
obtaining nearly optimal solutions for the ACP model. In the
proposed Column Generation (CG) algorithm, we define a
column as a combination of servers installed on a located
facility. The master problem chooses combinations, and the
subproblems are iteratively solved to propose new attractive
combinations of servers (t, p, s) to improve the value of
the master problem, allowing us to decompose the solution
process.

A. THE MASTER PROBLEM
First, we formulate the problem regarding facility location
and server combination decisions to obtain a mathematical
formulation suitable for column generation. This formulation
is called the following Master Problem.
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FIGURE 2. Enumeration of positions for 90◦, 60◦, 45◦, and 30◦ server configurations.

FIGURE 3. Covering angle-distance ratio for the 45◦ and 90◦ server configurations.

This formulation selects, if any, at most one server
combination per facility location from a set of possible server
combinations.

Table 2 provides an additional notation that facilitates this
reformulation.

TABLE 2. Additional notation for ACPMP.

The master problem ACPMP is formulated as follows:

min
∑
j∈N

∑
a∈Rj

caj f
a
j (7)

s.t.
∑
j∈N

∑
a∈Rj

δaijf
a
j ≥ 1, ∀i ∈ M , (8)

∑
a∈Rj

f aj ≤ 1, ∀j ∈ N , (9)

f aj ∈ {0, 1}, ∀j ∈ N . (10)

Objective function (7) minimizes the total costs of the
network, which involves the cost of locating facilities and
installing a combination of servers. Constraints (8) ensure
the coverage of all demand points by at least one server
combination of the located facilities. Constraints (9) indicate
the possibility of selecting at least one server combination
per location, and constraints (10) define the domain of the
decision variables.

The CG algorithm, inspired by [36], optimally solves the
linear relaxation of the ACP model, offering a lower bound
for it. This lower bound is attainable by solving the relaxed
master problem ACPRMP using all possible columns. How-
ever, the CG algorithm includes only promising columns, thus
avoiding a complete enumeration.

First, the reduced master problem, that is, ACPMP with
only a subset of columns, is solved to obtain an initial solution
and dual variables associated with all constraints. Subse-
quently, in each iteration of the CG algorithm, subproblems
ACPSP

j , based on the dual variables obtained in ACPRMP,
identify the most promising column for each location, which
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are added to the master problem if they have negative reduced
cost Ĉa

j . This loop is repeated until no more columns with
negative reduced cost are found.

B. THE SUBPROBLEMS
Subproblems aim to generate new feasible columns for
each location j, so that the reduced cost is minimized.
A new column is accepted if the reduced cost is negative.
As mentioned previously, the dual variable values from
ACPRMP guide the subproblems ACPSP

j , toward better
columns for each location j. The notation for the subproblems
is presented in Table 3.

TABLE 3. Additional notation for ACPSP
j .

The subproblems ACPSP
j are presented below:

min Ĉa
j (11)

s.t.
∑

(j,t,p,s)∈Qi

ypsjt ≥ zij, ∀i ∈ M , (12)

∑
s∈S

ypsjt ≤ 1, ∀t ∈ T , p ∈ Pt , (13)

ypsjt ∈ {0, 1}, ∀t ∈ T , p ∈ Pt , s ∈ St . (14)

Zpsij ∈ {0, 1}, ∀i ∈ M (15)

The expression (11) minimizes the reduced costs of
facility-server configuration, which means adding a new
column for the relaxation master problem. Constraints (12)
ensures that at least one server configuration is selected if
a facility covers a demand point. Constraints (13) indicate
that, at most, one server type with the same configuration and
position can be selected. Constraints (14) and (15) specify the
domain of the decision variables.

The reduced costs Ĉa
j are calculated according to the

ACPRMP as follows:

Ĉa
j = Ca

j −

(∑
i∈M

θiδ
a
ij + λj

)
, (16)

However, to propose a new column, a and j are unknown;
we represent them in terms of ACP model variables (wj
facility location and ypsjt configuration for a facility). Thus,
the reduced cost for a facility with a configuration is:

Ĉa
j =

gjwj +∑
t∈T

∑
p∈Pt

∑
s∈St

ctsy
ps
jt

−

(∑
i∈M

θiδ
a
ij + λj

)
,

(17)

In addition, the parameter δaij of theACP
MP depends on the

values of the variables zij of ACPSP(j) when a new column a
is added. This way, it can communicate withACPMP whether
column a covers demand point i from location j. Thus, in the
next iteration, it selects at most one column per location and
as many columns as needed to cover all demand points. Then,
the reduced cost for each facility j:

Ĉa
j = (gjwj − λj)︸ ︷︷ ︸

v1(SPj)

+

∑
t∈T

∑
p∈Pt

∑
s∈St

ctsy
ps
jt −

∑
i∈M

θizij︸ ︷︷ ︸
v2(SPj)

(18)

Note that v1(SPj) is constant for each ACPSP
j , that is,

facility j is located. If v1(SPj) + v2(SPj) < 0, then the
exchange is considered beneficial, and a column is added
to the set R̂j, which is updated by adding the column
newly generated by ACPSP

j . After performing this for all
subproblems, the ACPRMP has new options to be selected in
the next iteration. These steps are repeated until no further
columns can be added, meaning that ACPRMP has been
solved to optimality, thereby providing a lower bound for
ACPMP. To find near-optimal solutions, that is, the upper
bounds for ACPMP, we solve the ACPMP with all columns
generated. Fig. 4 illustrates the CG algorithm.
A summary of the algorithm steps is as follows:

Step 1: Propose an initial feasible considering a subset of
combinations, ensuring that all demand points are
covered. Then, it goes to step 2.

Step 2: Solve ACPRMP, calculating the value of dual vari-
ables θi and λj. Then, it goes to step 3.

Step 3: Solve each ACPSP
j considering the value of the dual

variables. Then, it goes to step 4.
Step 4: If the solution of subproblem ACPSP

j is negative
(negative reduced cost), then a new column is
included in the list of new variables to add to the
master problem. Then, it goes to step 5.

Step 5: If the list of new variables to add to the master
problem is not empty, then go to Step 2. Otherwise,
it goes to Step 6.

Step 6: Solve ACPRMP. If the varaibles are integer, then the
algorithm finishes, obtaining the optimal solution.
Otherwise, it goes to step 7.

Step 7: Solve the ACPMP with all the added columns in
R̂j. Then, the algorithm finishes obtaining a feasible
solution.

To provide the initial feasible combination for each
location, we install a server type that covers the largest area
in the minor configuration at all positions in each candidate
location. It guarantees the highest coverage from all facilities.

The results of solving the ACPmodel directly with CPLEX
and using the CG algorithm are discussed in Section IV.

IV. COMPUTATIONAL EXPERIENCE
This section describes the computational experiments we
performed with 43 sets of demand points, each including four
instances obtained by varying the parameters for each set.
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FIGURE 4. Column generation algorithm.

We coded and solved the ACP model and CG algorithm
using C++/CPLEX 20.0.1. We ran the tests on an AMD
Ryzen 7 5700G CPU with 16.0 GB of RAM and a Windows
11 operating system. We configured CPLEX to use only one
thread with a 1-hour time limit for solution computation.

A. TEST INSTANCES GENERATION
An ACP instance comprises demand points, potential facility
locations, server types, and server configurations. We sys-
tematically produce four instances for each set by leveraging
43 sets of demand points derived from established capacitated
vehicle routing (CVRP) instances (Christofides et al.; Fisher;
Golden et al.; Christofides and Eilon; Rochat and Taillard).
This process involves varying the instance parameters to
yield 172 instances. Table 4 outlines the instance generation
scheme and providees a comprehensive overview of the
parameter variations applied. The number of potential facility
locations depends on the number of demand points in the
set. In two instances, the number of locations is 20% of
the total number of points, whereas in the remaining two
instances, it is 50%. We consider either two or four server
types for each. Finally, all instances consider four server
configurations.

We generate the coordinates of the potential facility
locations following a uniform distribution. We link the
parameters of this distribution to the coordinates of each
set of demand points, ensuring the generated locations
are within the minimum and maximum limits along the
x- and y-axes. Consequently, the coordinates of the potential
locations are consistently distributed randomly within the
boundaries defined by the demand point coordinates. This
approach guarantees a spatial randomness that aligns with
the geographical context of demand points. We chose the
rest of the instance parameters to reflect real conditions with
broad ranges to evaluate the behavior of the ACP model and

TABLE 4. Instance generation scheme.

CG algorithm in different scenarios, including simple and
complex coverage scenarios, ensuring that the instances are
representative.

The 172 instances are grouped according to the num-
ber of demand points to make the analysis more man-
ageable. The grouping results are listed in Table 5.
As shown in the first column, five groups are obtained
based on demand points. The second column shows
the range, and the third column presents the number
of instances in that range. The generated instances are
available at https://github.com/fredyandres73/The-Angular-
Set-Covering-Problem.

As expected, increasing the number of demand points
also increases the time required to solve each instance.
Section IV-C shows this trend.

B. BENEFIT OF THE ANGULAR COVERING STRUCTURE
The angular coverage structure adopted by the ACP has
advantages over a radial coverage structure, primarily
because the area covered to meet the demand is minor.
In addition, the radial coverage assumption is only sometimes
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FIGURE 5. Optimal solution for an instance composed of 72 demand points and 14 locations for ACP and SCP.

TABLE 5. Instance grouping based on the number of demand points.

valid in the surveillance context. The same happens if the
problem is to locate directional communication antennas to
cover demand.

Fig. 5 presents both coverage structures for the same
instance, composed of 72 demand points, 14 potential
locations, two server types, and four server configurations.

For comparison, we assume that the cost of facility location
is the same. In contrast, the server installation cost for
the SCP is equivalent to installing all the servers needed
to cover the 360◦ in the ACP; for example, four servers
with a 90◦ configuration are installed in each position. The
area covered by a radial coverage structure is more than
twice that covered by an angular coverage structure covering
the same demand points. Therefore, radial coverage creates
unnecessary coverage in spaces with no demand. It is critical
to avoid covering spaces with no demand when the cost is

associated with establishing coverage. In particular, when
analyzing the total implementation cost, there is an increase,
for this instance, of more than 20%. In addition, we note
that there are areas where double coverage is established,
which increases network robustness in the event of a server
failure.

C. TEST INSTANCES RESULTS
We compare the performance of the ACP model and CG
algorithm for solving all the test instances. If, by reaching the
time limit, the ACPmodel or CG algorithm is still in progress,
we can save the best integer solution attained up to that point.
This approach ensures a systematic, time-controlled model
and algorithm performance evaluation.

The results for each group are presented below. Table 6
presents the results for group 1, which includes 28 instances
of 72-99 demand points. The first column displays the dataset
and instance, whereas the second, third, and fourth columns
show the optimal value, Obj; solution time, T; and optimality
gap, OptGap, obtained when solving the ACP model using
CPLEX. The fifth and sixth columns display the optimal
value, ObjCG, and the time required to solve the relaxed
master problem in the CG algorithm, TCG. If their solution
is an integer, solving the ACPMP is unnecessary; therefore,
ObjIP = ObjCG. The seventh and eighth columns indicate
the optimal value, ObjIP, and time for solving the integer
master problem in the column generation algorithm, TIP. The
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TABLE 6. ACP model and CG algorithm comparisons for group 1.

ninth column indicates the gap between the optimal value
obtained by the relaxedmaster problem and the integermaster
problem, GapCG, which is computed as:

GapCG =
ObjIP − ObjCG

ObjIP
(19)

Finally, the tenth column shows the gap between the best
solution found by the ACP model, Obj, and the best integer
solution found by the CG algorithm, ObjIP, calculated as
follows:

Gap =
ObjIP − Obj

ObjIP
(20)

A positive value indicates that, on average, the ACP model
yields better solutions. Conversely, a negative value means
that the CG algorithm, on average, outperforms the ACP
model by providing better solutions compared to the best
integer solution.

The ACP model finds optimal solutions for all group
instances within the time limit, whereas the CG algorithm
finds optimal solutions in 19 instances. The performance gap

between the ACP model and the CG algorithm is remarkably
small, with the most significant difference not exceeding
2%. There are differences in the solution times. Depending
on the instance, either the ACP model or CG algorithm
is faster. However, the average CG time of 4.1 seconds
is less than that of the ACP model solution time of
5 seconds.

Table 7 presents the results for group 2, which consisted of
60 instances with 100-199 demand points.

The ACP model finds optimal solutions in 57 instances
within the given time limit, whereas the CG algorithm
finds optimal solutions in 40 instances. For the remaining
instances, the CG algorithm demonstrates its competitive-
ness, with a performance gap of less than 3% compared to
the solution obtained by the ACP model. It is possible to
find instances in which the solution obtained through the
CG algorithm is better than that of the ACP model by 5%.
Regarding the solution times, while some instances solved
through theACPmodel reached the time limit, the longest CG
algorithm time is 132 seconds (instance 22.4). On average,
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TABLE 7. ACP model and CG algorithm comparisons for group 2.
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TABLE 7. (Continued.) ACP model and CG algorithm comparisons for group 2.

TABLE 8. ACP model and CG algorithm comparisons for group 3.

the ACP model takes 250.0 seconds to solve, whereas the
CG algorithm finds solutions with objectives 0.2% above in
12.3 seconds.

Table 8 presents the results for group 3, which consists of
24 instances of 200-299 demand points.

The ACP model determines the optimal solutions in
12 instances. However, the CG algorithm does not find
optimal solutions for any instance. Nevertheless, their gap
compared to the model is not higher than 3.2%. For instances
in which the ACP model does not find optimal solutions,

the CG algorithm takes advantage. It improves the solution
quality obtained by the ACP model by up to 10% (instance
23.4). While the ACP model reaches the time limit in 12 out
of 20 instances, the CG algorithm finds its best integer
solution in 602 seconds at most (instance 28.3). On average,
the ACP model takes 1,943 seconds to solve, whereas the
CG algorithm finds solutions with objectives 0.5% above in
119.6 seconds.

Table 9 presents the results for group 4, which consist of
36 instances of demand points between 300-399.
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TABLE 9. ACP model and CG algorithm comparisons for group 4.

The ACP model finds optimal solutions in 16 instances
within the time limit, whereas more than 20 instances
have optimality gaps that reach more than 30% in some
instances. The CG algorithm matches one optimal solution
found by the ACP model. It also provides better solu-
tions than the ACP model in 10 instances, improving the
quality of the solutions by up to 13% (instance 31.4).
Regarding solution times, the ACP model reaches the
solution time limit in more than half of the instances.
In contrast, the average solution time of the CG algorithm
is close to 408 seconds. On average, the ACP model
takes 2,222 seconds to solve, whereas the CG algorithm

finds solutions in 408 seconds, improving their quality
by 0.6%.

Table 10 presents results for 24 instances with 400-483
demand points in group 5.

The ACP model finds optimal solutions in only four
instances within the time limit, and the other 20 instances
have an optimality gap of 42%. The CG algorithm consis-
tently outperforms the ACP model, finding better solutions
in 11 instances. This improvement in solution quality is
significant, with the CG algorithm enhancing the quality
of the solutions obtained by up to 30% (instance 42.4).
Regarding the solution times, the CG algorithm demonstrates
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TABLE 10. ACP model and CG algorithm comparisons for group 5.

its efficiency by reaching the time limit in only nine
instances, compared to the ACP model in 20 instances.
On average, the CG algorithm significantly outperforms the
ACP model, finding solutions in 1,848 seconds compared
to the ACP model with 3,044 seconds. This represents a
2.7% improvement in solution quality. As seen in the results
per group, the CG algorithm takes advantage of the ACP
model when the size of the instances to be solved increases.
Table 11 provides an average comparison between the ACP
model and CG algorithm for all the instances. The first and
second columns denote the group and quantity of instances,
respectively. Subsequently, the third and fourth columns
present the average solution time and average optimality gap
for the ACP model solved using CPLEX. The fifth and sixth
columns show the average solution time and the average gap
of the CG algorithm compared with the best integer solution
obtained by the ACP model. As shown in Tables 6 to 10,
the solution provided by the CG algorithm is better if it is
negative.

On average, no significant differences are observed in
group 1. However, as the size of the instances to be
solved increases, the solution quality and computational time
differences increase. The CG algorithm achieves reductions
of 93%, 89%, 79%, and 37% in the solution time compared

to the ACP model for groups 2, 3, 4, and 5, respectively.
Regarding solution quality, the average gap between the
solutions obtained by the CG algorithm and ACP model
is less than 1% in groups 1, 2, and 3. This suggests that,
on average, the quality of the solutions obtained by the
CG algorithm is nearly equivalent to that obtained by the
ACP model. For groups 4 and 5, the CG algorithm finds
better solutions than those obtained by the ACP model. The
computation times are significantly lower, particularly for the
most challenging groups. In addition, better-quality solutions
are possible, which is promising for solving even larger
instances, such as real cases.

We also address real case-solving instances for locating
surveillance security cameras in Valparaíso, Chile. Those
results are discussed in section V.

V. THE CASE OF VALPARAÍSO, CHILE
Valparaíso is a city port in Chile, the capital of the province
and the Region of Valparaíso. It is the seat of the Chilean
legislature and home of the Chilean Navy. Valparaíso has
a population of approximately 300,000 and is considered a
world heritage site. It is known for its steep funiculars and
colorful houses on the hills. In 2003, the historic quarter of
Valparaíso was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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TABLE 11. ACP model and CG algorithm comparisons per group.

Our focus is on the critical task of locating cameras to
establish surveillance coverage across the city. This implies
defining geographical demand points that require effective
coverage. Our goal is to improve the placement of cameras to
enhance the effectiveness of the surveillance systems.Wewill
consider the installation cost, coverage distance, and viewing
angle to optimize the placement of the cameras. This will
contribute to the safety and security of the city.

A. THE CASE OF VALPARAÍSO INSTANCES GENERATION
A unique set of 1,000 demand points has been created
throughout the city. Each demand point represents a geo-
graphic location that needs to be covered by at least
one surveillance camera. Fig. 6 shows the demand points
distribution in Valparaíso.

The potential locations of the facility are part of the demand
point set. If a facility is placed at a demand point, it must
be covered by a camera belonging to the other facility. The
selection of this potential facility subset is random, ensuring
that all demand points could be covered from at least one
facility location. We use the scheme presented in Table 4
to create instances that incorporate cases where all demand
points are potential locations.

Table 12 details the 12 instances for Valparaíso city.
The first column details the instance number identification,
while the second column indicates the number of demand
points, which is the same for all. The third column shows
the number of potential facility locations available. The
fourth column lists the number of available server types. The
fifth column displays the number of server configurations
available, considering 30◦, 45◦, 60◦ and 90◦ for the case with
four configurations, including 120◦ and 180◦ for the casewith
six configurations.

The objective is to cover all demand points while minimiz-
ing the cost of locating facilities and installing servers. All
costs are in dollars. As each server type covers a fixed area,
decreasing the covering angle increases the covering distance,
maintaining the area covered. Therefore, each server type has
a fixed installation cost at a larger covering angle (and shorter
distance), which increases as the angle decreases (allowing it
to reach larger distances). The cost increase is proportional to
the increase in coverage distance.

TABLE 12. Description of Valparaíso instances.

B. VALPARAÍSO RESULTS
We compare the solutions of the Valparaiso case by directly
solving each instance with the ACP model and the CG
algorithm. The results for the case study of Valparaíso are
presented in Table 13 considering the 1-hour time limit.
The information is presented using the same notation in
Section IV-C. However, the first column now reports the
number of variables for the ACPmodel (Vars) and the number
of columns generated for the CG algorithm (Cols). This
measure helps to understand the problem size in terms of the
number of variables. Remember that the generated columns
in the CG algorithm are variables for the ACPRMP.

The average OptGap reaching is 46% for the ACP model,
while for the CG, it is 20.3%, considering the time limit. Note
that TCG is solved for an average of 798 seconds, using the
remaining time of 3,600 seconds to obtain a feasible solution
through ACPMP. Comparing GapCG with OptGap across all
instances reveals consistently lower values favoring the CG
algorithm.

The results reveal distinct trends. Considering the 200 can-
didate locations, instances from Valp-1 to Valp-4 exhibit
no significant differences. On average, the CG algorithm
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FIGURE 6. Demand points of Valparaíso city.

TABLE 13. ACP model and CG algorithm comparisons for Valparaíso instances.

enhances the solution quality obtained by the ACP model
by 0.7%, with improvements of 3.7%. More significant
differences in solution quality are observed for instances from
Valp-5 to Valp-8, with 500 candidate locations, where the CG
algorithm achieves an average improvement of 13.5% of the
gap. Significant differences are observed for instances Valp-9
to Valp-12, where all demand points are candidate locations.
The CG algorithm improves the gap by an average of 42.3%.
The result obtained in one of the most challenging instances
(Valp-10) shows that the CG algorithm has asignificant
advantage over the ACP model, enhancing the best solution
by 67.3%.

As shown in the table 13, for all instances, the number
of variables in the ACP model is considerably higher than
the number of columns generated by the CG algorithm.
This significant reduction in the number of variables leads
to smaller and easier models to solve. Consequently, this
reduction translates into faster solution times, improving
solution quality within the time limit. This demonstrates the
efficiency and effectiveness of the CG approach in optimizing
large-scale problems by decomposing the ACP model and
improving the computational performance.

Fig. 7 presents the map of Valparaíso with the obtained
solution, for instance Valp-10, where the CG algorithm
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FIGURE 7. Best solution found by CG algorithm for Valp-10 instance (67.3% improvement compared to ACP model).
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obtains the best performance compared to the ACP model.
Valp-10 comprises 1,000 demand points, 1,000 locations for
facilities, two server types, and six server configurations.

VI. CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK
We present a formulation for the ACP, an extension of the
SCP, which adopts an angular covering structure instead
of a radial covering of 360◦ as in the original SCP. This
problem addresses the location of facilities and installation
of servers to establish an angular covering that considers
different configurations (angles) and server types. As shown
in Fig. 5, this angular coverage structure reduces the total
location costs and considerably decreases the area covered.

A column generation (CG) algorithm is proposed to solve
the ACP. The CG algorithm reduces solution times to obtain
optimal solutions or improves the quality of the best integer
solution obtained by the ACP model up to the time limit,
particularly for larger instances.

We solve 172 instances for the ACP, generated from
43 sets of demand points derived from the established CVRP
instances. Tables 6 and 7 show that the CG algorithm
can obtain optimal solutions, improving the solution times
compared with directly solving the ACP model with CPLEX.
Tables 8, 9, and 9 indicate that as the size of the instances
increases, the CG algorithm takes advantage of finding better
solutions than the ACP model. The improvement in the
quality of the best solutions obtained by the model reaches
up to 30%.

We implement and solve real-size instances: the case of
locating surveillance cameras in Valparaiso. We elaborate
instances varying several parameters, such as the number of
candidate facilities, server configurations, and server types
based on 1,000 demand points in the city. As shown in
Table 13, the CG algorithm performs best in solving these
instances, improving the solution quality by up to 67%
compared with the best solution obtained by the ACP model.

Based on evaluating the performance of the CG algorithm
across all the instances solved, we identify opportunities to
enhance the solution process as the instance size increases.
Our results indicate that the CG approach remains scalable
and can obtain better results for even larger instances.
Several algorithmic enhancements can improve its effi-
ciency, including improving the initial feasible solution,
solving subproblems heuristically instead of optimally with
a commercial solver to reduce computational times, and
incorporating a column administration process to delete
or combine columns. These improvements optimize the
algorithm performance and scalability.

There are two possible avenues for future research. First,
there is a need to enhance the quality of the obtained solu-
tions, ensuring optimal solutions, particularly for large-scale
instances, and implementing methodologies such as Branch
and Price. Second, there is a requirement to improve the
computational time required to find near-optimal solutions,
which can be addressed through a matheuristic approach.
Moreover, this angular covering structure can be extended

by incorporating more real-world factors, such as double
coverage maximization, connectivity of located facilities,
stochastic demand, and capacity. Additionally, the angular
covering framework can be adapted for application in other
networks, including Internet and communication networks,
to enhance their coverage and connectivity efficiency.
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