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K a-/K -Band Frequency-Reconfigurable
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Abstract— This letter describes the design, analysis, and
performance measurements of a K a- and K -band frequency-
reconfigurable single-input differential-output (SIDO) low-noise
amplifier (LNA) with a compact core size of 0.157 mm2. At
28 and 39 GHz, respectively, the noise figures of the LNA
were 2.8 and 4.4 dB; it had high differential gains of 20.1 and
14.9 dB. The proposed LNA was fabricated using the 65-nm
CMOS process. The LNA includes a two-stage common-source
(CS) buffer amplifier to achieve low noise and an active balun
for converting single-ended signals into differential signals. More-
over, a substrate-shield-based inductor and tunable matching
networks were used to achieve the frequency reconfiguration
function of the LNA. The gain and phase imbalances were 0.3 and
0.2 dB, and 5.4◦ and 6◦ at 28 and 39 GHz, respectively. Compared
with published multiband SIDO LNAs, the proposed amplifier
achieved higher figures of merit (FoMs) of 3.52 and 1.77 while
maintaining a compact core size. Therefore, the LNA is suitable
for K - and K a-band 5G communication applications.

Index Terms— CMOS, low-noise amplifier (LNA), monolithic
microwave integrated circuit, multiband, single-input differential-
output (SIDO), substrate-shield-based inductor.

I. INTRODUCTION

IN 5G millimeter wave communication systems, numerous
mm-wave frequency bands have been defined by the Third

Generation Partnership Project, including 26.5–29.5 GHz
(n257), 24.25–27.5 GHz (n258), and 37–40 GHz (n260).

Research and development regarding multiband or
wide-band communication systems has increased in recent
years. Although wide-band systems provide increased
communication coverage and data throughput, these systems
cover both desired and undesired frequencies. These systems
cannot be optimized for their main frequency bands, resulting
in increased power consumption, decreased RF power
efficiency, increased interference with other RF signals, and
higher circuit complexity. [1]. Multiband systems have been
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proposed to replace wide-band systems; such systems would
have greater practical utility [2].

In a beamformer IC, the input–output (I/O) of antenna
ports is single-ended because of the unbalanced structure
of antennas [3], and components in receivers typically use
differential topology to reduce noise; therefore, single-input
differential-output (SIDO) low-noise amplifiers (LNAs) [4],
[5], [6], [7], [8], [9], [10] have been used to connect antennas
and differential components in communication systems [10].
However, designing an LNA with simultaneous multiband and
SIDO is challenging.

Various multiband LNAs have been described [6], [11],
[12], [13], [14], [15], including switched and concur-
rent multiband LNAs. On the multiband LNA circuit,
the input-matching network always uses a fixed single-
or wide-band design because switching the input-matching
network may cause additional switching losses, increasing
noise [13]. Wang et al. [11] used a varactor-based tunable
network (VTN) on interstage-matching networks to devise a
switched multiband LNA. Nawaz and Albrecht [12] used a
transistor to switch the output-matching network, producing
a switched multiband LNA. However, the input-matching
network of both designs was optimized for only one fre-
quency band; thus, the LNAs had poor input reflection
coefficients at other frequency bands. In [13], a substrate-
shield inductor (SSI) and switched capacitors on the interstage-
and output-matching networks were applied to implement
a switched multiband LNA; the input-matching network
was divided into three paths for different bands to achieve
an improved input reflection coefficient. However, the area
of the input-matching network was excessively large, and
the three RF input ports were difficult to integrate into
a system. In [21] and [22], the SSIs are integrated with
switching devices. They were used to implement vari-
able gain LNA [21] and a frequency-reconfigurable power
amplifier [22]. Liang et al. [14] used a coupling transformer
wide-band design on an input-matching network; transistors
were used to switch the interstage- and output-matching net-
works to achieve a switched multiband. However, a wide-band
coupling transformer design cannot be optimized for the main
frequency band due to resulting increases in average noise.
Agarwal et al. [6] used transformer feedback, and Lee and
Nguyen [15] used LC filter feedback on a matching network
to achieve a concurrent multiband; however, as for wide-band
LNAs, these systems could not be optimized in the main
frequency band. In differential systems, the aforementioned
single-ended components require a larger balun area. There-
fore, a multiband SIDO LNA is an attractive research topic.

In this letter, a frequency-reconfigurable SIDO LNA for the
two frequency bands of 24.25–29.5 GHz (n257 and n258),
and 37–40 GHz (n260) is proposed. This LNA is the first
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Fig. 1. Schematic and the design parameters of the proposed frequency-re-
configurable LNA.

Fig. 2. (a) Minimum NF, Gmax, and Vgs for various M1 gate widths
at 28 GHz. (b) Minimum NF for various M1 gate widths.

to achieve a frequency-reconfigurable input-matching network
by using an SSI on CMOS 65 nm for 5G communication in
n257, n258, and n260 bands. The LNA uses an SSI instead of
a single-band or wide-band input-matching network because
the tunable inductance of an SSI can enable a superior input
reflection coefficient in different frequency bands and lower
the switch losses compared with the aforementioned methods.
With both tunable interstage- and output-matching networks,
the LNA can switch frequency bands and convert single-ended
signals to differential signals simultaneously.

II. CIRCUIT DESIGN

The schematic and the design parameters of the proposed
frequency-reconfigurable LNA are presented in Fig. 1. This
proposed LNA comprises a two-stage common-source (CS)
buffer amplifier (M1 and M2), a common-gate (CG) amplifier
(M3), a CS amplifier (M4), and a phase compensation line
(L1). The output ports of the amplifiers M3 and M4 are
assigned to the differential output signals RFout+ and RFout–
. At low frequencies, CG (M3) and CS (M4) devices have
gains with equal magnitudes and opposite signs. However,
at high frequencies, the reactance and parasitic effects of
the transistor influence both gain magnitude and phase [10].
Therefore, the common-mode rejection ratio [10] was adopted
to determine the optimal ratio of M3 and M4 with the phase
compensation line L1.

In LNA design, the first-stage CS device (M1), source
degeneration inductor (Ls1), and input inductor (Lm1) con-
tribute to the noise. The Ls1 determines the size selection of
M1 [17], [18], in which the channel noise dominates the noise
of the LNA; optimal design parameters of M1 and Ls1 for
28 and 39 GHz must be determined for this multiband design.
The biasing condition (Vgs) and gate width of M1 versus
the minimum NF (NFmin) and maximum transducer gain
(Gmax) at 28 GHz are presented in Fig. 2(a); the performance
at 39 GHz is similar to that at 28 GHz. The drain current (ID)
was selected as 50% of ID(peak) (drain current with maximum
Gmax) because of the trade-off between Gmax and NFmin.
Therefore, Vgs can be determined to be 0.6 V. For Vgs = 0.6 V,
the frequency responses of NFmin with various M1 gate widths

Fig. 3. (a) Layout and (b) simulated results for the SSI.

Fig. 4. (a) NF and (b) S-parameter of an LNA with a nontunable inductor
and SSI.

are presented in Fig. 2(b). An M1 gate width of 2 × 18 µm
(36 µm) was selected to minimize NFmin at both 28 and
39 GHz. The input impedance formula Z in in (1) [17] was
used to reveal that Ls1 of 70 pH causes the real part of Z in to
be approximately 50 �. Lm1 is selected next to ensure that the
imaginary part of the input impedance is close to zero. Because
of the parasitic capacitance of the transistor, the optimal Lm1
for 28 and 39 GHz differ. Therefore, a single fixed inductance
value for Lm1 cannot be optimal for operation frequencies of
both 28 and 39 GHz. Insertion loss of the input inductor (Lm1)
also affects the NF; therefore, the loss of the inductor must
be low at both frequency bands. Hence, a switchable SSI was
used to switch the inductance, meeting the requirements for
both operation frequencies. The SSI has a low insertion loss
and wide bandwidth, respectively, [16]

Z in = s(Lm1 + Ls1) +
1

sCgs1
+

(
gm1

Cgs1

)
Ls1. (1)

Fig. 3(a) presents the layout of the SSI. The SSI was
fabricated using a 65-nm 1P9M CMOS process. The top metal
(M9) was used for the inductor (Lm1), and the bottom metal
(M1) was used for the metal grid structure. The metal grid
structure is connected to a transistor (T1), which operates
in passive mode and acts as a switch. The control voltage
(Vsw1) is used to turn T1 on and off. When Vsw1 = 1 V
(Vgs = 1 V, 39-GHz mode), the metal grid is a closed
loop structure, and the induced current in M1 produces a
magnetic flux, removing some of the magnetic flux of the
M9 inductor. Consequently, the equivalence inductance of Lm1
is reduced. The tuning range of the SSI is dominated by
coupling between the inductor and the metal grid structure; this
coupling can be adjusted by modifying the size of the metal
grid structure (W1 × W2). The metal width W3 and spacing
S1 are minor parameters that can be used for fine adjustments
of performance. Fig. 3(b) presents the simulation results for
an SSI. The SSI inductance can be tuned between 507 pH
(Q = 8.7) at 28 GHz (Vsw1 = 0 V) and 507 pH (Q = 6.6)
at 39 GHz (Vsw1 = 1 V). Hence, the inductance can be tuned
from 632 to 507 pH at 39 GHz (1L ≈ 25%). The Q value
of the SSI can be increased at high frequencies (39 GHz).

Fig. 4(a) and (b) presents the NF and S-parameters of an
LNA with a conventional nontunable spiral inductor (opti-
mized for 28 GHz) and the proposed LNA with an SSI at
28 and 39 GHz. Generally, the inductance of the nontunable
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TABLE I
PERFORMANCE COMPARISON OF STATE-OF-THE-ART MULTIBAND LNAS

Fig. 5. (a) Photograph of the SIDO LNA. (b) Measured and simulated results
for the S-parameter of the SIDO at 28- and 39-GHz mode.

spiral inductor increases at high frequencies. Therefore, the NF
and input reflection coefficient of the LNA with a nontunable
spiral inductor degrade at high frequencies. By contrast, the
switchable SSI can switch the matching network to optimize
its inductance for high-frequency signals, improving the NF
from 4.77 to 4.05 dB and the input reflection coefficient from
−5.6 to −15 dB at 39 GHz. The LNA optimized for 39 GHz
with a nontunable inductor exhibits worse NF and input reflec-
tion coefficient compared to the SSI in the low band (28 GHz).

As presented in Fig. 1, the interstage- and output-matching
networks were designed by using shunt and series transmission
lines. The control voltage Vsw2∼4 is used to switch on T2∼4 in
order to switch the length of transmission lines. By switching
the length of the shunt transmission line, the input impedance
(Z I ′ ) of M2 is matched to the 0opt(Z I ) of M1 at 28/39 GHz.
By switching the length of series transmission lines, the output
load (Z0) is matched to the 0opt(ZL ) of M3 and M4 at
28/39 GHz. Because the loss of switching devices directly
increases the loss of frequency reconfigurable transmission
lines, this switching technique only applied on the interstage-
and output-matching networks. Hence, with the frequency-
reconfigurable SSI, a tunable interstage, and output-matching
networks, a multiband single-end-in differential-out LNA can
be achieved.

III. MEASUREMENT

A photograph of the SIDO LNA chip is presented in
Fig. 5(a). The core area has a size of 0.54 × 0.29 mm.
The measured and simulated S-parameters of the single-to-
differential are presented in Fig. 5(b). The S-parameters of
single-ended input to differential output are combined with
the S-parameter of single-ended input to single-ended output
(S21 and S31). The gains at 28 and 39 GHz, respectively, were
20.1 and 14.9 dB. The 3-dB bandwidths were 9 GHz in the
23–32-GHz band and 16 GHz in the 29–45-GHz band. The
measured NFs from 20 to 35 GHz were less than 4 dB; those

Fig. 6. (a) Measured and simulated results for single-ended input to
single-ended output noise figure, and (b) gain and phase imbalance at
28- and 39-GHz mode.

Fig. 7. Measured power performances of the single-end input to single-ended
output in (a) 28-GHz mode and (b) 39-GHz mode.

from 37 to 44 GHz were less than 6 dB, as presented in
Fig. 6(a). The gain imbalances were 0.3 and 0.2 dB at 28 and
39 GHz, respectively, and the phase imbalances were both
less than 6◦ [see Fig. 6(b)]. The IP1dB,21 and IP1dB,31 were
−13.6 and −15.6 dBm, respectively, at 28 GHz and −11 and
−11 dBm, respectively, at 39 GHz. The IIP3,21 and IIP3,31 were
−4 and −6 dBm at 28 GHz, and −2 and −2 dBm at 39 GHz,
as presented in Fig. 7(a) and (b). These measurements are
in good agreement with the simulated results. A comparison
of the proposed SIDO LNA and those of other studies is
presented in Table I. The comparison reveals that the proposed
LNA has a high gain, a good input reflection coefficient,
a small core size, and a high figure of merit (FoM).

IV. CONCLUSION

The proposed frequency-reconfigurable SIDO LNA is appli-
cable for K - and K a-band 5G communication systems and can
be produced using the TSMC 65-nm CMOS process. The input
reflection coefficient can be optimized for the main frequency,
and the switched band range can be defined by the designer.
The measurement results indicate that the performance of
the proposed LNA is comparable to that of others’ LNAs.
It also has a small core size of 0.157 mm2. FoM1 and
FoM2 at 28 GHz were 3.52 and 1.4; those at 39 GHz were
1.77 and 1.12. Hence, the proposed LNA is suitable for
K - and K a-band 5G communications applications.
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