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ABSTRACT Accurate measurement of angular positions on the sky requires a well-defined system of
reference, something that in practice is realized by the International Celestial Reference Frame (ICRF) with
observations of distant (typical redshift ∼1) Active Galactic Nuclei (AGN). At such great distances a subset
of these objects exhibit as little as 10−50 μas/year observed parallax or proper motion, thus giving the frame
excellent spatial and temporal stability. Until fairly recently the majority of AGN centered imaging was
accomplished in the S (2.3 GHz) and X (8.4 GHz) radio frequency bands, however S-band observations for
reasons such as sensitivity “plateauing”, increased source structure (jets), and radio frequency interference
(RFI) have become less productive. Following spacecraft telemetry moves to higher frequencies and a desire
to strengthen JPL’s leadership in defining the next-generation of celestial reference frames has motivated
the development of a “Quad-band” prototype receiver that operates in X, Ku, K, and Ka band in both right
hand (RCP) and left hand (LCP) circular polarization. The goal of this receiver is to achieve less than a 20 %
increase in noise over the Jansky Very Large Array (JVLA, NRAO) performance specification, which in such
a wide bandwidth represents a revolutionary capability. To evaluate the various technical developments of
the 8 GHz−40 GHz receiver the feedhorn optical beam was designed to interface to the US based Very Long
Baseline Array (VLBA). The receiver’s intermediate frequency (IF) spans 4 GHz−8 GHz, giving rise to up
to eight 4 GHz IF channels for a fully populated instrument. This paper outlines the technical development
of a 21/2 octave wide (8 GHz−40 GHz) X-Ka band prototype receiver, fulfilling a need for super broadband
technology within the VLBI network. An important additional benefit of the wideband receiver approach is
its simplicity and low cost of operation.

INDEX TERMS Astrometry, celestial reference frames, dual polarization, equalizer, HEMT, intermediate
frequency (IF), IF processor, K-band, Ka-band, low noise amplifier, MMIC, quad-ridge FeedHorn, quadra-
ture hybrid, broadband receiver, VLBI, X-band.
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FIGURE 1. Present global X/Ka VLBI network. JAXA’s Misasa, Japan
54-meter, and ESA’s Malargüe, Argentina 34-meter station are recent
additions to the X/Ka network adding valuable new baselines with added
sensitivity.

I. INTRODUCTION
For millennia travelers both on land and especially at sea
used the stars to navigate by. We have now extended this
idea to enable ‘sailing’ the solar system for exploring the
planets. Related to that work, we use radio sources to track
the motion of the planets and thus improve our knowledge
of the planetary ephemeris [1], [2]. Even farther from home,
the Celestial Reference Frame (CRF) [3] enables differential
astrometry of the position, parallax, and proper motions of
objects in our galaxy such as water masers which trace out
the spiral arms of our galaxy [4]. Calibrators from the CRF are
also used to phase calibrate images of other extragalactic radio
sources [5]. By observing changes in the apparent positions of
extragalactic sources, theories of special relativity (aberration)
and general relativity via gravitational delay/‘bending’ [6]
may also be tested.

Returning nearer to Earth, Very Long Baseline Interfer-
ometry (VLBI) signals contribute to atmospheric studies by
measuring the ionosphere and troposphere. And of course,
the CRF is essential to geodesy which measures both motions
of the stations (tidal motions, plate tectonics) [7], and for in-
stance astrogeodesy (the “irregular” orientation of the Earth in
space) [8], [9]. Since VLBI observed Active Galactic Nuclei
(AGN) are at great distances (typical redshift ∼1) the objects
are stable to better than a part per billion over time scales of
decades using only two parameters to describe their position.
This extreme stability of the CRF objects gives a correspond-
ing stability to the many applications of VLBI, thus providing
near-absolute fiducial points on the sky for measuring angles.
We note here that despite the objects extragalactic distances
for many there is some detectable apparent proper motion re-
lated to, e.g., the changes in their intrinsic (jet) structure [10],
or the so-called secular aberration drift caused by the rotation
of the Solar System around the Galactic center [11].

In addition to CRFs, the frequency range from approxi-
mately 8 GHz to 40 GHz (also known as X band to Ka band)
is of broad interest to a set of related scientific communities.
A number of molecular compounds with broad astrophysical
relevance have transitions within this frequency range, includ-
ing methanol (CH3OH, 12.18 GHz), water (H2O, 22.25 GHz),

FIGURE 2. (a) Distribution of the 4536 sources included in the ICRF3 S/X
band frame on a Mollweide projection of the celestial sphere. Each source
is plotted as a dot, color-coded according to its position uncertainty. (b)
Distribution of the 824 sources included in the ICRF3 K band frame. The
data in K-band were made of 40 VLBA sessions that observed the northern
sky (down to mid-southern declinations), supplemented with 16
single-baseline sessions between telescopes in Hartebeesthoek (South
Africa) and Hobart (Australia) which observed sources below −15◦

declination. (c) Distribution of the 678 sources included in the ICRF3 X/Ka
band frame. Observations were initiated in 2005 with the primary goal of
building a reference frame for spacecraft navigation, now conducted on
the DSN using the Ka frequency band. The data set includes a total of 168
single-baseline sessions that involved seven telescopes at the three DSN
sites in Goldstone (California), Robledo (Spain), and Tidbinbilla
(Australia) [14]. Right) Progressively reduced S-, X- and K-band images
source structure with frequency. For K-band we use a different object as
the 0148+274 source image is not available [1], noting that the general
principal of reduced source structure with frequency applies.

and ammonia (NH3, multiple lines). Deep space telecommu-
nications, including telecommunications for lunar missions
and missions near the Earth-Sun Lagrange 1 and 2 points,
make use of spectral allocations near 8.4 GHz, 24 GHz, and
32 GHz. Finally, planetary radar observations conducted by
the Goldstone Solar System Radar occur at frequencies close
to 8.56 GHz, and there is some interest in similar observations
at frequencies near ∼36 GHz.

The value of operating in K-, Ka-band [12] is such that
these frequencies minimize encroaching radio frequency in-
terference (RFI) (as opposed to 2.4 GHz C-band observa-
tions), thereby surpassing current S/X systems. In addition
they have greatly reduced AGN source structure (jets), facil-
itate higher telemetry bandwidths, and allow tracking much
closer to the sun than either S/X or optical. Missions such
as Parker Solar Probe, Bepi-Columbo, and Hayabusa-2 are
beginning to use Ka-band. Future missions such as Europa
Clipper will rely on Ka-band for the return of science data.

In Fig. 1 we show the present X/Ka global VLBI net-
work used by the International Celestial Reference Frame
(ICRF) community. It has the highest resolution of any current
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FIGURE 3. Very long baseline array (VLBA) network. The 8 GHz−40 GHz
radio astronomy prototype receiver under discussion has been installed at
the Owens Valley VLBA antenna (top left) given the close physical
proximity to JPL, California.

astrometric technique for reference frames. The present 3rd
generation International Celestial Reference Frame (ICRF3)
standard [13], [14], [15] is the first frame to be realized at
multiple wavelengths (S/X, K, X/Ka-bands) and in princi-
ple can tremendously benefit from the simultaneous X−Ka
band dual polarization receiver discussed in this paper. The
VLBI data used to build ICRF3 was acquired by arrays of
2−20 radio telescopes organized in the vast majority under the
umbrella of the International VLBI Service for Geodesy and
Astrometry (IVS), the very long baseline array (VLBA), and
NASA’s deep space network (DSN). In all, ICRF3 includes
a total 4588 celestial sources, all of which are part of the
S/X band catalog, 678 sources belong to the ICRF3-K and
824 sources to the ICRF3-X/Ka celestial reference frame. Fig.
2 depicts the three ICRF3 S/X, K, X/Ka reference frames
(data up to spring 2018) [14]. As is evident from the example
quasar outflows depicted on the right side of Fig. 2, the source
structure is much reduced with increasing frequency thereby
favoring (in addition to RFI mitigation) multi-frequency dual
polarization X/K and X/Ka reference frame observations.

In Fig. 2, the drop in precision below δ = −20◦ is due
to the lack of VLBI telescopes (baselines) in the Southern
Hemisphere. The median coordinate uncertainties in the S/X
band catalog are 127 μas for right ascension [8] and 218 μas
for declination. Compared to the S/X band catalog, the median
uncertainties for the K band and X/Ka band catalogs appear to
be smaller by a factor 1.5−2.

Since 2014 the U.S. Naval Observatory (USNO) has in-
creased its support for the VLBA (Fig. 3), to the point that
it now supports 50 % of the VLBA observing time, primarily
for the purpose of Earth orientation and reference frame ob-
servations for terrestrial and near-Earth navigation. This has
resulted in a dramatic improvement in median uncertainties in
the ICRF3 catalog over the ICRF2 catalog and has motivated
the development of the 8 GHz−40 GHz wideband receiver
outlined in this paper.

The specifications for the multioctave “Radio Astronomy”
receiver are to cover at least the frequency range 8 GHz
to 36 GHz while simultaneously being within 20% of the

performance of individual Jansky Very Large Array (JVLA)
receivers using cryogenic low noise amplifiers (LNAs). For
X-band on the VLA, this requirement corresponds to a maxi-
mum Trec of 24 K, while for Ka band a Trec < 48 K is required
for an LNA-based receiver system to be attractive as a simul-
taneous wideband X-Ka–system for VLBI applications.

We note that the International Astronomical Union, moti-
vated in part by the Gaia optical catalog release, is likely to
adopt a new International Celestial Reference Frame (ICRF-
4). This drives the need to demonstrate a 21/2 octave wideband
8 GHz−40 GHz cryogenic receiver on the VLBA network. It
is noted that measurements of X and Ka band simultaneously
allows for calibrations of both the Earth’s ionosphere and
solar plasma at the exact time and direction of the observa-
tions [16], [17]. The acquisition of data in the 8 GHz−40 GHz
range consolidates X, Ku, K, and Ka band into one receiver
package, saving space, power, bias complexity, and mini-
mizes maintenance cost. By combining four receivers in one
package, it also facilitates additional receivers in the various
VLBI systems. Scientifically obtaining four simultaneous im-
ages would render the VLBA 4X more efficient over single
band observation and enables direct comparisons of source
morphology, polarization, and magnetic fields at multiple
wavelengths. These performance requirements exceed any-
thing within JPL or outside of JPL.

This paper is organized as follows: Section II introduces
the X-Ka band (8 GHz−40 GHz) receiver layout. Sec-
tion III describes a quad-ridged feedhorn covering 21/2 octave
of bandwidth and is designed to optimally illuminate the
VLBA antenna secondary mirror. Section IV details the JPL
Microwave Monolithic Integrated Circuit (MMIC) effort in-
cluding a custom built equalizer to allow gain shaping of
the ultra wideband instrument RF bandwidth prior to being
down converted to a common 4 GHz−8 GHz intermediate
frequency. Section V discusses the RF front-end in more detail
including a multi-octave Yebes Observatory [18] quadrature
hybrid that allows translation from the feedhorn linear po-
larization to right and left hand circular polarization (RCP,
LCP), and provides �15 dB isolation between the cascaded
amplifier stages. Section VI describes the backend analog
IF processor which by design has a X, K (or Ka) output in
two polarization’s providing in principle full Stokes images
of intensity & polarization for (at least) 2 bands simultane-
ously. Section VII details the receiver system performance as
measured in the laboratory in both X and K band. And finally
Section VIII gives an overview of the X-Ka band ‘prototype’
receiver installation at the Owens Valley VLBA antenna.

II. X-KA BAND RECEIVER LAYOUT
In this section we describe the general approach. As outlined
in Section I, the receiver front-end encompasses a 5:1 fre-
quency ratio (21/2 octave) quad-ridge feedhorn (QRFH) [19]
designed to match the optical requirement of the VLBA an-
tenna. The output of the QRFH connects via phase matched
coax lines to a 8 GHz−40 GHz custom build 90◦ hybrid
(H1), converting the QRFH linear polarized waves to right

572 VOLUME 3, NO. 2, APRIL 2023



FIGURE 4. 8 GHz−40 GHz receiver layout. The 8 GHz−40 GHz front-end
(left) constitutes a quad-ridged feedhorn, quadrature hybrid (H1) and two
sets of cryogenic LNA’s (U1-U4). All of these components have been
custom designed for this task. The intermediate (IF)
processor/down-conversion (right) constitutes commercial components
with the exception of a 8 GHz−36 GHz custom shaped equalizer (Eq2). See
text and remaining sections for detail.

and left hand circular polarization (RCP, LCP). This makes the
receiver compatible with the VLBA native optical design. The
zero and ninety degree outputs of the quadrature hybrid route
to two sets of low noise amplifiers (U1-U4). For each channel
the two cascaded LNA’s are “isolated” from each other by
means of additional quadrature hybrids. This is important as it
minimizes intermodule standing waves, and has the additional
benefit of enhancing system stability. The net cryogenic gain
of the cascaded amplifiers is ∼40 dB by design.

External to the cryostat there is additional 25 dB room
temperature amplification (U5) prior to the signal being split
four ways. Depending on the RF passband profile a gain
shaping equalizer may be inserted here (Section IV-F). At the
output of the 4-way power splitter custom [21] X-, K-, and Ka
band bandpass filters are used to define the RF passband(s).
This leaves one of the four way coupler output ports as a
convenient test port, though in principle a Ku band filter may
be inserted here. The bandpass filtered RF signal is down-
converted (lower sideband (LSB) or upper sideband (USB))
to a common 4 GHz−8 GHz intermediate frequency (IF).
Isolators and a commercial equalizers are used to band shape
with final amplification via a high P1 dB post IF amplifier (U6).

The local oscillator frequency needed for the down-
conversion process into the 4 GHz−8 GHz IF band is 16 GHz
for X-band (LSB-IF), 14−19 GHz for K-band (USB-IF),
and 23−28 GHz for Ka-band (LSB-IF). In the case of the
Owens Valley VLBA installation we interface to a common
15.8000 GHz tone from one of the observatory’s synthesizers.

III. QUAD-RIDGE FEEDHORN
In this section we describe the quad-ridge feedhorn design and
measured results. An annotated photo of the feed is shown in
Fig. 5. The feed is very similar to those described in [19],
[20]. The major design requirements for the feed are specified
in Table 1 with the frequency of operation chosen to cover
the required 8 GHz−40 GHz science as described earlier.
While the feed is natively linear polarized, a single broadband
90◦ hybrid translates this to two orthogonal circular com-
ponents over the entire 5:1 frequency band. The return loss

FIGURE 5. Quad-Ridge Feedhorn designed to match the VLBA 25 m
antenna. The feed overall length is 495 mm, with 268 mm at atmospheric
pressure. The vacuum break consists of 50 μm Kapton, which has a
measured net loss of 1.25% at X-band and 2.5% at K-band. G-10, a
high-pressure fiberglass laminate, is used as a cold break between room
temperature and the cryostat 37 K first stage [25]. 2.92 mm K-connectors
bring out the two linear polarized (red circles) orthogonal RF signals.

TABLE 1. Key Feed Requirements

requirement for a broadband feed of this type is commensurate
to that of the broadband LNA input return loss performance.
The feed beam width is dictated by the target antenna, in this
case the VLBA dual-shaped 25 m Cassegrain antenna, [22].
Analysis of the feed was carried out in the time domain mode,
using the commercial tool CST [23]. And as described later,
the feed profile and aperture size have been tuned to provide
maximum efficiency for a simplified, symmetric version of
the VLBA shaped antenna using GRASP [24] computed feed
beam patterns.

Fig. 6 shows the mechanical construction of the feed. The
feed is a quad-ridged feedhorn is similar to [19] in order to
provide high bandwidth. Introduction of the quad-ridge sec-
tion allows the feed to cover the 5:1 bandwidth, whereas a
standard circular waveguide horn is limited to approximately
a 2:1 bandwidth ratio. The quad-ridges allow higher order
modes thereby increasing the effective bandwidth. The horn
is constructed in several sections with the quad-ridged portion
fabricated in quadrants. The quad-ridged fins are smoothly
terminated prior to the thermal break allowing for a simple
vacuum window implementation. Truncation of the quad-
ridged section in this manner was found to have minimal
effect the simulated radiation patterns. A thin 50 μm Kapton
window is installed just above the thermal break to separate
the vacuum portion of the horn from the larger smooth-walled
portion. An additional large diameter Kapton 50 μm window
has been placed over the horn aperture at the VLBA Antenna
to weatherproof the feed.
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FIGURE 6. VLBA quad-ridged feed, exploded view showing the various
sections.

The second major requirement on the feed performance is
the radiation pattern quality. Besides beam width requirement
shown in Table 1 phase center stability over the large fre-
quency band is also a concern. For this type of feed design
at lower frequencies the phase center tends to move further
away from the base of the feed. In this case, the phase center
at 8 GHz is ∼263 mm away from the base whereas the phase
center at (for example) 36 GHz is at 119 mm from the base.
For maximum efficiency the feed antenna focus has to be
lined up with the focal point of the secondary mirror of the
VLBA. Simulations show that aligning the feed antenna at the
VLBA secondary focus corresponding to the 32 GHz phase
center gives maximum overall efficiency. Example measured
and computed radiation patterns for the feed at the band edges,
8 and 36 GHz, are shown in Fig. 7. In both cases good agree-
ment between the measured and computed patterns is seen.
Similar agreement was found for selected frequencies across
the operational band.

A GRASP 25 m VLBA antenna model, including the
antenna’s secondary mirror, was created with the computed
quad-ridge feed patterns as computed by CST used in this
model. Fig. 8(a) shows the computed aperture efficiency
(black curve) over the operational frequency band. Greater
than 70% efficiency is achieved secondary focus fixed at the
32 GHz horn phase center position) except at the very lowest
edge of the band. 75% is achieved over most of the band. Also
plotted are the maximum efficiency achievable with the feed
ignoring inefficiency due to phase errors and mismatched
beam shape relative to the ideal pattern for which the
antenna was shaped (red), spillover efficiency (brown), and
inefficiency due to loss of power in higher order azimuthal
modes (blue). At low frequencies the efficiency is driven
by spillover and phase error. At high frequency efficiency
is limited by beam shape and to some extent phase error.
To circumvent the phase error, for single RF band (non

FIGURE 7. QRFH simulated (dotted) and measured (solid) feed patterns.
(a) 8 GHz, (b) 36 GHz.

simultaneous) observations the feedhorn aperture efficiency
can be peaked up by a slight motion of the antenna secondary
mirror (z-direction).

Fig. 8(b) shows the measured return loss for the feed from
8 GHz−40 GHz in each of the two linearly polarized ports.
The requirement of −10 dB is met across the required band-
width with the return loss rapidly rising for frequencies below
8 GHz as the dominant TE11 mode approaches cutoff.

As was discussed above, while the feed is linearly polarized
there is a strong desire to create circularly polarized outputs
from the receiver. The conversion is accomplished by com-
bining the X/Y linear polarization in a broad band quadrature
hybrid prior to the first LNA. The performance of the hybrid
is discussed in detail in a later section of the paper. Both the
relative phase and amplitude of the X and Y paths contribute
to the circular cross polarization. Phase errors in the path are
caused by the fact that the X and Y probes in the throat of the
feed are physically located in different planes. In addition, the
rearmost probe’s field must traverse the first probe causing
a perturbation in its phase. Finally, path length errors in the
hybrid mean that perfect quadrature cannot be maintained
across this wide band. Fig. 8(c) shows a calculation of the net
phase and amplitude error between the X and Y channels con-
sidering these effects. In this case cable length adjustment was
used to compensate for any linear component of phase error
present across the band. The residual phase errors are limited
to � +/- 3.0 degrees around a nominal value of −93.5 degrees,
while the amplitude errors are between +0.6 and −0.6 dB
from 8 GHz−40 GHz. The feed and hybrid contribute roughly
the same amount of amplitude error. Fig. 8(d) shows the net
cross polarization (CP) resulting from the above linear chan-
nel errors. The mean computed QRFH cross polarization level
is level of approximately −28 dB, the worst case level being
approximately -24 dB, both of which are satisfactory for the
discussed celestial reference frame application.

IV. ULTRA-WIDEBAND MMIC DESIGN
We have developed multi-octave bandwidth cryogenic low
noise amplifier modules, spanning X through Ka band. Of
interest are radio astronomy applications such as the Next
Generation Very Large Array [26], and future instruments
with multi-octave bandwidth receivers for Very Long Baseline
Interferometry (VLBI) including the broadband radio astron-
omy receiver presented in this article. To date, very few results
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FIGURE 8. QRFH design details. (a) (GRASP) simulated aperture efficiency
with the secondary focus fixed at the 32 GHz horn phase center position
(36 GHz−40 GHz extrapolated). M1 is loss in power due to higher order
modes, (b) Measured Return Loss, (c) Simulated Phase and Amplitude
error, and d) Simulated Cross-polarization (CP) in the main lobe direction.

appear in the literature for broad bandwidth LNAs which
cover the 8 GHz−40 GHz frequency range.

A. AJ50LN2N4: 4-FINGER 35 NM INP HEMT MMIC CHIP
One of the custom Monolithic Microwave Integrated Cir-
cuit (MMIC) chips developed for the ultra-wideband receiver
is a 35 nm Indium-Phosphide (InP) HEMT MMIC. The
AJ50LN2N4 utilizes a 4-finger gate and was fabricated by
Northrop Grumman Corporation (NGC) using a 100% InAs
channel. Because of its excellent very broad bandwidth per-
formance we use this MMIC in the first low noise amplifier.
The wideband LNA design consists of three stages of HEMTs
separated by on-chip matching networks. The LNA builds
upon HEMT MMICs designed by members of our team
in [27], [29].

Common source topology was used for the 3-stage design.
To achieve the broad band X- to Ka-band LNA design, we
implemented a 4-finger 120 μm gate periphery transistor in
the first stage, a 2-finger 50 μm gate periphery HEMT in the
second stage, and a 2-finger 60 μm gate periphery HEMT in
the third stage.

The HEMT model used for the design was based on a
scalable 2-finger cryogenic HEMT model developed at Cal-
tech and JPL [27]. To stabilize large 4-finger HEMTs we
used additional internal airbridges within the transistor’s lay-
out to cut off internal transistor modes that can lead to
oscillations as reported in [32]. The simplified schematic di-
agram of our LNA design is shown in Fig. 9. Microstrip
lines, metal-insulator-metal capacitors, and thin-film resistors
were used for inter-stage matching and bias network decou-
pling. Measured cryogenic (6K) performance of a measured
AJ50LN2N4 4-finger 35 nm gate-length InP MMIC with an
inset micrograph of the chip is shown in Fig. 10.

FIGURE 9. Simplified schematic of the MMIC LNA used in this work.

FIGURE 10. AJ50LN2N4 4-finger 35 nm InP MMIC measured effective
noise temperature (TE) and derived gain. Ambient temperature was ∼6 K.
The MMIC design goal was operation in the 8 GHz−50 GHz band. Inset:
Photomicrograph of the AJ50LN4N2 NGC chip in the amplifier housing.

B. WBA850: 4-FINGER 70 NM GAAS MHEMT MMIC CHIP
We also developed [27] a second-stage LNA using OMMIC’s
70 nm gate-length mHEMT MMIC fabrication process.1 This
second LNA was also designed for 8 GHz−50 GHz of band-
width utilizing 4 finger mHEMT devices. Similarly to Fig. 10,
in Fig. 11 we show the 70 nm mHEMT measured cryogenic
effective noise temperature and derived gain. A micrograph of
the packaged OMMIC chip is shown in 70 nm mHEMT as an
inset. The associated gain ranges from 20 dB−30 dB across
the band.

C. MMIC PACKAGING
The MMICs were mounted on a custom-made housing, sim-
ilar to that described in [29]. The input and output of the
chip are wirebonded to a 50 � microstrip on a 10-mil-thick
CuFlon substrate [30]. This microstrip transitions to 2.9 mm
connectors are inserted at the housing edges. The bias pads on
the chip are wirebonded to single layer bypass capacitors to
enhance stability; the DC bias network also includes surface
mount capacitors and series resistors mounted on a PCB sub-
strate that also fits inside the LNA housing. An example of the
housing assembly is shown in Fig. 12.

1[Online]. Available: https://www.ommic.com/
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FIGURE 11. WBA850C 4-finger 70 nm OMMIC mHEMT MMIC performance
(6 K). Design goal is again operation in the 8 GHz−50 GHz band. The gain
increases to a frequency ≥ 40 GHz. Inset: Photomicrograph of the OMMIC
WBA850 C mHEMT chip in an amplifier housing.

FIGURE 12. Photograph of a MMIC chip and bias PC board in a (brass)
housing. The input/output connectors are 2.92 mm. Inset: Rendering of the
low noise amplifier block.

D. CRYOGENIC PERFORMANCE OF TWO CASCADED LNA’S
We measured both individual packaged MMICs and cascaded
modules in a cryostat cooled to ∼6 K in the 2020/2021 time
frame. Despite significant JPL lab access challenges presented
by the Covid pandamic we were able to select two chains of
two MMIC LNAs in series (to minimize the noise from the
first LNAs) for the X-Ka band prototype receiver (Fig. 13).
The overall cryogenic gain from 8 GHz−40 GHz is between
40 dB−50 dB. The cryogenic noise over the same band varies
between 13 K to 25 K. The simulated noise of the MMIC
chips are approximately 5 K lower than obtained packaged.
This can be explained with small errors in the noise model and
additional package losses that are not accounted for, such as
exact modeling of the wirebonds electric field from the MMIC
to the input substrate.

FIGURE 13. Cryogenic gain and noise of two Cascaded LNA’s. The depicted
curves are from the two separate packaged series LNA chains, needed for
the two circular polarized receiver channels. The observed standing wave
is understood to arise from a mismatch in electric field between the MMIC
CPW input pads and the CuFlon [30] 50 � microstrip transmission line.
This issue is presently under investigation and is anticipated to be
addressed in a IEEE follow-on letter.

E. 35LN1A1: 4-FINGER 35 NM INP HEMT MMIC CHIP
A third LNA design with a wide bandwidth of 5 to 35 GHz
in common source topology has also been developed with
focus on lower noise at X-band than the prior LNAs [28]. This
chip, fabricated at NGC in the same 35 nm gate-length process
with 100 % indium channel content as that of Fig. 9, utilizes
a 4 finger 240 μm gate periphery HEMT in the first stage,
followed by two 4 finger 160 μm gate periphery HEMTs for
a total of three stages.

Measurements show the packaged LNAs have a low noise
temperature performance of 10 K−18 K, while operated at
10 K ambient. This result was achieved by rigorously simu-
lating the minimum noise figure (NFmin), gain, VSWR, and
stability circles across frequency for different sized HEMTs.
Augmentation of the circuit model to 4-fingers was imple-
mented by combining two 2-finger HEMT subcircuit models
in parallel, similar to the method in [33]. Further adjustments
were made to the augmented model by adjusting properties
of the wiring interconnects within the model. This was done
to better establish consistency between measured and simu-
lated S-parameters and also of the location of the reference
planes of the transistor’s layout. It is noted that electrical
instabilities in large 4-finger HEMTs operated at cryogenic
temperatures have been observed in prior designs. The 35 nm
HEMTs have high cutoff frequencies, and with cryogenic
operation the mobility of electrons increases and can lead to
unstable behavior if not properly compensated. To stabilize
large 4-finger HEMTs we similarly used additional internal
air bridges within the transistor’s layout to cut off internal
transistor modes that can lead to oscillations as reported by
reference [32].

The measured noise and derived gain across the band are
shown in Fig. 14. The inset of Fig. 14 depicts a capacitive
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FIGURE 14. A third LNA developed for very low X-band noise is the
35LN1A1 [28]. Design goal was 5 GHz−35 GHz. Shown in the inset is a
capacitive input matching section in the housing. From extensive
electromagnetic simulations the bumps at 13 & 17 GHz appears due to a
modal coupling mismatch which is not captured by merely assuming a 50
� MMIC circuit input impedance.

input matching section that is used to tune out the inductive
wirebond at the MMIC input, The gain of this chip is not as
flat as that for the chip in Fig. 10, however flatness of gain
may be achieved using a custom-designed equalizer chip at
the output of the LNA as described in the next section.

F. EQUALIZER
To equalize the gain of the 35LN1A1 (Section IV-E) we have
developed a broadband equalizer covering 8 GHz−36 GHz.
It is noted that in principle any shape may be compensated
for. Thanks to the thin-film resistor/Alumina construction
the equalizer operates with very similar performance at both
room- and cryogenic temperature.

For frequencies �25 GHz a broadband frequency inde-
pendent RF match from the input/output coax transverse
electromagnetic (TEM) mode to the Alumina substrate 50 �

microstrip (Quasi-TEM) mode transmission line becomes in-
creasingly difficult to achieve (dBS11 ≥ −12 dB). The reason
for this is the Alumina substrate high dielectric constant
(εr = 9.8). Fused Quartz as an alternative substrate material
has also been examined, however circuit dimensions increase
with associated problems.

To mitigate the modal interface issue, we first transform to
a low dielectric (εr = 2.05) CuFlon [30] substrate as shown
in Fig. 15(a). The 8 GHz−36 GHz em-simulated (design) and
room temperature measured equalizer response is shown in
Fig. 15(b). We note that the equalizer is intended to be used at
room temperature after U5 in Fig. 4 in case the lower noise
temperature 35LN1A1 MMIC at X-band (Section IV-E) is
selected as the front end LNA (as opposed to the AJ50LN2N4
of Section IV-A). The equalizer’s main electrical parameters
are presented in Table 2 with Fig. 15(c) depicting the equalizer
20 GHz Electric field distribution amounting to a ‘maximum’
insert loss of ∼17 dB.

FIGURE 15. (a) Custom broadband equalizer to flatten the 35LN1A1
(Section IV-E) MMIC gain response. The equalizer is symmetric around the
center line. CuFlon [30] is used as an interface dielectric to minimize
parasitic reactance from the transformation of 50 � coax (TEM) to
microstrip mode in Alumina (see text for details). (b) 8 GHz−36 GHz
design (dotted) and measured (solid line) room temperature equalizer
response. (c) Simulated 20 GHz Electric Field distribution. At this frequency
the combined absorption/reflection loss amounts to ∼17 dB.

TABLE 2. Equalizer Electrical Dimension

To understand the equalizer circuit behavior we depict in
Fig. 16(a) the generalized functions performed by the various
equalizer branch components. We start with a 50 � through
line (red) with no frequency dependence other than ohmic
circuit loss. The next function incorporated in the equalizer
design is a T-arm with no thin-film series or shunt resistance
(blue curve). In this case the circuit Q-factor (ωr /�ω) is finite,
being set by the microstrip line ohmic loss. By adding series
thin-film resistance to the through line (not T-branch) the
circuit coupling efficiency is effected (purple line). And finally
by adding a thin-film resistance to both the through line and
T-branch we effect both the circuit performance bandwidth
and coupling (green curve). Bearing in mind that the equalizer
is symmetric around the center we first use a linear circuit
simulator to obtain the circuit response needed to flatten the
gain curve and finally an em-simulator such as HFSS [31]
to come up with the final circuit (see also Fig. 15(c)). In
Fig. 16(b) we show the measured gain and equivalent noise
temperature from 8 GHz−36 GHz for a 35LN1A1 MMIC
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FIGURE 16. (a) Equalizer circuit behavior of four generalized equalizer
branch components. The equalizer is symmetric around the dashed
horizontal line with the overall gain response an optimized circuit
combination of the various branch components. See text for detail. (b)
Measured 35LN1A1 RF gain with and without equalizer2 and equivalent
noise (Cascaded ∼6 K LNA configuration including RT U5 of Fig. 4).

based LNA(U1)−Hybrid−WBA850(U2)−Miteq(U5) combi-
nation (Ref: Fig. 4).

V. FRONT-END RECEIVER SYSTEM ARCHITECTURE
In Fig. 17 we show the complete receiver front-end architec-
ture. The quad-ridged feed and LNA development have been
extensively discussed in Sections III & IV. In this section
we focus on the remaining front-end hardware and physical
implementation. As seen from Fig. 17(a) the QRFH, cooled
LNA’s and quadrature hybrid are build around a Sumitomo
two stage Gifford-McMahon (GM) cycle RDK-205D 4 K
coldhead [25]. The first-stage operating temperature is ∼37 K
with the second stage coldhead at ∼3.5 K. Under normal
bias conditions the LNA ambient temperature is between
5.3 K−5.5 K. Inside the vacuum space the feed is ridged
(Section III) whereas outside the vacuum vessel the feed is
conical in shape. This structure facilitates the 300 K pressure
window interface.

Natively the feed output is linearly polarized which is trans-
lated to right and left hand circular polarization by means of a
8 GHz−40 GHz quadrature hybrid (next section). Fig. 17(b)
and (c) show the cascaded LNA−90◦ Hybrid−LNA two chan-
nel setup. The hybrid serves to direct reflected noise waves
from the second amplifier to a 50 Ohm termination provid-
ing �15 dB isolation between the cascaded amplifier stages,
thereby significantly reducing standing inter-module standing
waves. In this configuration the hybrid serves as substitute
for a “non-existing” cryogenic broadband isolator. In front
of the first LNA a 20 dB directional coupler driven by a
6 dB cold attenuator facilitates injection of either a tone or
calibrated noise. This signal path was used in Section VII-D
for measuring the receiver phase stability.

A. 8 GHZ−40 GHZ QUADRATURE HYBRID
In collaboration with Yebes Observatory (Spain), a custom
8 GHz−40 GHz cryogenic quadrature hybrid has been de-

235LN1A1(U1)−Hybrid−WBA850(U2)−Miteq(U5) Combination

FIGURE 17. (a) The Front-end receiver architecture. Shown are the
feedhorn, vacuum break, cascaded LNA assembly, and cryostat cold
head [25]. (b), (c) Progressively zoomed in photographs. See text for detail.

FIGURE 18. Yebes Observatory 8 GHz−40 GHz cryogenic quadrature
hybrid. The total dimensions of the unit without connectors are 19 x 9 x
16.1 mm.

veloped (Fig. 18). This is a key component in the receiver
system since it allows: 1) to convert the QRFH linear polar-
ization output into circular polarization, 2) the cascading of
two LNAs as discussed in section IV, and 3) the combining
of two LNAs to form a balanced amplifier (not discussed in
this paper), greatly improving return loss of the single ended
units and reducing the sensitivity to the input mismatch. It is
important in all this to keep the insertion loss of the hybrid as
low as possible to avoid adding excessive noise to the receiver
system.

The hybrid is designed with offset broadside coupled lines
in stripline technology using a structure similar to the one
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FIGURE 19. Schematic representation of the hybrid layer structure. The
high coupling is achieved using offset broadside coupled lines separated
by a thin dielectric. The offset allows a fine tuning of their coupling.

FIGURE 20. Schematic of the top-view of the geometry of the five
λ/4-section coupled lines. The bottom table presents the even and odd
impedances of each λ/4-section.

described in [34] consisting of a stack of three layers: The
bottom substrate-line layer, a dielectric spacer and the upper
line-substrate layer, all of them enclosed in a metal box (see
Fig. 19). The requirement of a large 5:1 fractional bandwidth
with a low amplitude and phase ripple in the band has been
achieved using five sections of λ/4 coupled lines, as can be
seen in Fig. 20. The symmetry of the structure in X and Y
axes (with sections 1 and 5 equal to each other as well as
sections 2 and 4) keeps isolation in values comparable to the
return loss. The large coupling required in the central λ/4
section was obtained by using a very thin 6 μm dielectric
spacer. The software tool used for the simulation was Keysight
Momentum [35].

The performance of the hybrid is very sensitive to the accu-
racy of the dimensions of the central section (on the order of
few tens of microns for the width of the lines and the offset
between them), so an extremely careful manufacturing and
alignment of the upper and bottom substrates is required. To
achieve this, the process of etching and cutting the substrates
was performed in the same operation with a precision laser
milling machine.3

The hybrid must operate at temperatures lower than 15 K
without degradation. The materials have been selected not
only by their thermal stability but also to match their ex-
pansion coefficients in the z axis. This means that they will
shrink approximately by the same amount so the performance
of the hybrid will remain almost unchanged when cooled
down. The substrates used for the bottom and upper layers
are RT/duroid 6002 [36] Electrodeposited Copper Foil 10 mils

3Protolaser 200 from LPKF Laser & Electronics.

FIGURE 21. Measured transmission performance at 300 K and 14 K
temperature. Almost no degradation in performance is observed when
cooled down except for the expected reduction of the dissipative loss.

FIGURE 22. Measured phase at 300 K and 14 K temperature between
0 GHz−40 GHz. The δθ is ≤ ± 1.8◦ across the most of the band. It is
surmised that the peaks at 16-, 32-, 36 GHz are due to constructive
interference from internal standing waves.

thick, the spacer is Mylar and the box is machined out of 6082
aluminum.

The reliability of the contact between the lines and the
input/output connectors is a very important practical problem.
The mechanical stress produced by the variation between the
ambient and the cryogenic temperature, can easily lead to
failures in the solder joints after repeated thermal cycles. To
minimize this risk, we have used connectors with a sliding
central pin made by Southwest Microwave [37] which allows
slight shifts of the central pin alleviating the mechanical stress.
The pins were glued with H20E conductive epoxy [38] to the
circuit lines. Finally, a careful design of the connector to the
stripline- transition has been performed in order to improve
the return loss.

The results obtained are presented in Figs. 21–23 and Ta-
ble 3. From those it is clear that the effect of cooling is
reducing the loss as expected while the coupling and the re-
flection remain almost constant. S parameters were measured
in a 14 K cryostat system. The S-parameter calibration was
performed at ambient temperature requiring a small correction
for the variation of losses in stainless steel thermal transitions
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FIGURE 23. Four port measured input return loss at both 300 K and 14 K
between 0 GHz−40 GHz. The return loss is ≤18 dB across the most of the
band, explaining the effectiveness of significantly reducing front-end
cascaded LNA inter-module standing waves (Fig. 17).

TABLE 3. 8 GHz−40 GHz Cryogenic Hybrid

and semi rigid connecting coaxial cable at cryogenic tempera-
ture, in a similar way as was done in [39]. Time domain gating
was also used to avoid the effect of small changes of the input
and output access lines when cooled.

VI. IF PROCESSOR
Following the front-end ∼40 dB cold gain RF amplification
is a room temperature IF processor / down-converter which
subdivides the X, (K), Ka bands into four 4 GHz−8 GHz
IF channels (for both right- and left hand circular polar-
ization). In principle it is also possible to process the Ku
(12 GHz−18 GHz) bands, thereby acquiring four dual po-
larized microwave bands with one receiver. However at the
present time this is beyond the scope of the research task.

Fig. 24 depicts the breadboard IF processor, following the
circuit block diagram of Fig. 4. For the planned prototype
receiver test observations at the Owens Valley VLBA antenna
we have substituted the Ka-band bandpass filter (BPF2) with
a K-band BPF (BPF3). In Table 4 we compile a listing of the
most relevant components used in the cryogenic RF front-end
and IF processor/down-converter system.

FIGURE 24. X & Ka band breadboard IF processor and down-converter.
Referring to Table 4, for the VLBA observations BPF2 has been replaced
with BPF3 everything else being the same.

TABLE 4. X-Ka Band Rx Component List

VII. SYSTEM PERFORMANCE
A. RECEIVER NOISE PERFORMANCE
As opposed to the LNA equivalent temperature of Section IV,
adding in a real receiver system the QRFH, 50 μm vacuum
pressure window, quadrature hybrid, directional coupler, and
interconnecting phase matched coax cables in front of the
first LNA inevitably increase the (SSB) receiver noise tem-
perature. Every effort, including operating at ∼5.4 K ambient
temperature [25], has been made to minimize the additive
thermal noise of the aforementioned front-end components.
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FIGURE 25. “On sky” (SSB) measured system noise temperature of the two
circular polarized receiver channels. Because of the Covid pandemic lab
access in 2020/2021 was very difficult and as a result channel 1 was not
optimized and thus presents a “worst case” scenario. See text for details.

TABLE 5. Ch2 Receiver Noise Budget

The “on-the-sky” receiver noise temperature (Trx) for the two
circular polarized receiver channels is shown in Fig. 25.

Development and system integration of the LNA mod-
ules occurred in 2020/2021 during the height of the Covid
pandemic with very limited, and on occasion no, laboratory
access. Receiver channel 2 represents the noise performance
that can be achieved with a set of optimized LNA modules
whereas channel 1 suffered from very limited work space
access. Importantly, the measured results of Fig. 25 infer the
variance in receiver sensitivity performance between an opti-
mized and non-optimized LNA system. Thus in production
adequate time should be devoted to down-select optimized
low noise front-end LNA’s with suitably matched back-end
LNA’s operating well in unison. In Table 5 we provide a
system noise budget based on the receiver channel 2. The
observed standard deviation (σTrx) is understood to be due
to constructive, or deconstruction, interference of standing
waves between the various RF components.

FIGURE 26. Comparison of the (derived) system equivalent flux density
(SEFD) of the JPL X−Ka band protyotype receiver vs. existing receiver
performance at the New Mexico very large array (VLA) and the VLBA [40].
Performance is very competitive for the 5:1 frequency range receiver
except for X-band. As discussed in Section IV-E, the 5 GHz−35 GHz
35LN1A1 MMIC LNA may be used as the first amplifier if this of concern.
Note the in principle continuous frequency coverage.

B. RECEIVER SEFD
To obtain a sense of comparison with the VBLA sensitivity
in the X−Ka band we have translated the measured receiver
noise temperature of Section VII-A to a system equivalent
flux density (SEFD) (Jy), where the SEFD is defined as
the flux density of a radio source that doubles the system
temperature [40]. To do so we first calculate the added sky
noise via an atmospheric model obtained optical depth (τ )
for a 4 mm precipitable (in zenith) water column, an average
value at the New Mexico VLA site.

Tsky = Tatm(1 − ηspill · ηatm) (1)

with

ηatm = e−τ . (2)

Here Tatm = 0.95Tsky (290 K) and the assumed spillover ef-
ficiency (ηspill ) 0.9. For the VLA 25–meter paraboloid anten-
nas the SEFD is given by the equation SEFD = 5.62 Tsys/ηA,
where we have used for the aperture efficiency ‘η GRASP
Overall’ of Fig. 8(a) for ηA. Tsys is obtained from

Tsys = Trx + Tsky

ηatm
. (3)

In Fig. 26 we compare the JPL prototype X-Ka band
receiver with documented VLA SEFD’s using a room
temperature dichroic filter for dual frequency observation in
S & X band. We see that the presented sensitivity perfor-
mance of Fig. 25 is very competitive at RF frequencies above
∼15 GHz. In X-band (8 GHz−12 GHz) the VLBA sensitivity
is slightly better, however this situation has been addressed in
Section IV-E where if so desired the 50 GHz AJ50LN2N4
MMIC based first LNA maybe substituted for a 35 GHz
35LN1A1 MMIC chip design.
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FIGURE 27. Normalized differential “end-to-end” Allan Variance system
stability for X & K band in both RCP and LCP. Data was taken at 5 GHz and
7 GHz in a 56 MHz IF passband giving a differential Allan time ≥ 200 s. An
actual digital spectrometer will have the channels much closer spaced than
the analog filter bank 2 GHz spacing used in this lab setup measurement,
thus providing a much higher degree of common mode noise rejection and
subsequent differential Allan Variance system stability time. Data was
taken in a 12 h period overnight for each of the four channels.

C. DIFFERENTIAL AMPLITUDE STABILITY
In general, receiver instabilities lead to a loss in integration ef-
ficiency and poor baseline subtraction. Throughout the X−Ka
receiver design process careful attention has been given to the
multiplicity of factors that have the potential to degrade the
receiver stability [41], [42]. To characterize the instrument
system (continuum and differential) stability the X- and K
band IF outputs (4) were send through two (analog) 56 MHz
bandpass filters [21] centered on 5 GHz and 7 GHz. As back-
end processor we used two Herotek DT4080 tunnel diode
detectors [43] connected to a NI USB-6343 [44] data acquisi-
tion system.

The two channel IF system enables us to take measurements
of the (continuum) Allan variance [45], [46] in two single
IF bins simultaneously. By removing the IF signal common
mode as in

s(t ′) = 1√
2

[(
xi(t ′)
〈x〉 − yi(t ′)

〈y〉
)

+1

]
· 〈x〉 + 〈y〉

2
, (4)

with x(t ′) and y(t ′) the original measurements of the powers in
each IF channel as a function of time t ′ the differential Allan
system stability response may be calculated (Fig. 27). It is
noted that is is the differential stability we are interested in
as the instrument will be used in an interferometric (multi-
beam) network. Data was taken overnight for each of the four
channels. To match the radiometer equation [47] we derive an
effective data acquisition rate of ∼1.7%.

D. PHASE STABILITY
To obtain a measure of the instrument phase stability we con-
nected a Keysight UXA Signal Analyzer (N9040B) between

FIGURE 28. Normalized Allan Variance phase measurement of a 30 GHz
injected tone (See text for detail.). The phase stability appears to be
≥1000 s.

the receiver noise injection port and IF output (Fig. 4). By
injecting a 30 GHz CW tone and monitoring S21 we were
able to extract the instrument dθ (t) time series in Ka-band.
Taking the Alan variance [45] on the thus obtained 30 GHz
tone temporal phase stability provides an Alan stability time
in excess of 1000 s, as shown in Fig. 28.

VIII. VLBA PROTOTYPE RECEIVER INSTALLATION
In July 2022 the 8 GHz−40 GHz prototype receiver was taken
to the Owens Valley VLBA antenna for installation (Fig. 29).
The receiver is mounted in a spare slot in the VLBA receiver
cabin, being straddled between the 4 cm (8.4 GHz) and 13 cm
(23 GHz) VLBA single band receivers. The VLBA dual-
shaped 25 m Cassegrain Antenna utilizes a 7.93◦ extended
angle ring focus [22] to illuminate the individual feedhorns,
as depicted in Fig. 29 inset.

Referring to Fig. 4, the local oscillator signal needed
to down-convert the “on-the-sky’ RF signal into the
4 GHz−8 GHz IF passband is 16 GHz for X-band (LSB-IF),
14 GHz−19 GHz for K-band (USB-IF), and 23 GHz−28 GHz
for Ka-band (LSB-IF). In the case of the Owens Valley VLBA
operation we interface to one of the observatory’s synthesiz-
ers set to 15.8000 GHz, thus observing 7.8 GHz−11.8 GHz
(LSB-X) and 19.8 GHz−23.8 GHz (USB-K).

On 25 Aug 2022 after installation of the down-converter/IF
processor of Fig. 24 and the LO/bias hardware, but prior to
cooling the receiver, we were able to obtain the preliminary
“on sky” 22.235 GHz waterline test spectrum of Fig. 30. The
observation were taken simultaneously in X & K-band under
the following conditions: Surface temperature 40 ◦C, surface
pressure 880 mbar, relative humidity 40%, altitude 1.2 km.
Data was taken on a Keysight Model N9917 A spectrum
analyzer. The room temperature SSB receiver system noise
temperatures were 546 K in X- and 628 K in K-band. This in-
cludes thermal noise from the 40 ◦C Kapton feedhorn window
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FIGURE 29. Installation of the 8 GHz−40 GHz wideband receiver at the
Owens valley VLBA antenna. Shown is the receiver being hoisted up to the
Apex room with the assistance of Jim Brown (NRAO) and Hamid Javadi
(JPL). Inset: The reference frame prototype receiver feedhorn protruding
out of the receiver cabin. 50 μm Kapton is used to protect the feed from
weather.

FIGURE 30. 22.325 GHz simultaneous X- & K-band water line observation
in Zenith in on 25 Aug 2022 with the 8 GHz−40 GHz wideband receiver
uncooled. The dotted line is modeled sky brightness temperature and fits
the data well. See text for detail.

(radome), 25 ◦C QRFH, vacuum window, Yebes quadrature
hyrbid, interconnecting coax lines, and 20 dB directional cou-
pler. Correcting for the room temperature incurred front-end
loss(es), the receiver noise temperature is as what would be
expected with the RF LNA’s being at room temperature.

IX. CONCLUSION
Until fairly recent the majority of AGN centered imaging
was accomplished in the S (2.3 GHz) and X (8.4 GHz) radio
frequency bands, however S-band observations for reasons
such as sensitivity “plateauing”, increased source structure
(jets), and radio frequency interference (RFI) have become
less rewarding. To circumvent these issues, and support next
generation (ICRF-3) VLBI reference frame observations of
extra-galactic distant AGNs, has motivated the development
of an ultra-wideband X−Ka band (8 GHz−40 GHz) “Radio
Astronomy” receiver.

The acquisition of data in the 8 GHz−40 GHz range con-
solidates several receiver systems (X, Ku, K, and Ka) into one
receiver package, saving space, power, minimizes complexity,
and maintenance cost. In addition to Astrometry and Geodesy,
measurements of simultaneous X and Ka band allows for
calibrations of both the Earth’s ionosphere and solar plasma
at the exact time and direction of the observations. The ultra
broadband receiver also has direct application to the field of
Astronomy.

The goal of this receiver is to achieve less than a 20%
increase in noise over the Jansky Very Large Array (JVLA,
NRAO) performance specification, which in such a wide
bandwidth represents a revolutionary capability (Fig. 26).
To achieve this goal a number of key technologies, such
as: 1) a 5:1 frequency ratio ultra wideband dual polariza-
tion feedhorn (compatible with VLBA optics), 2) low noise
8 GHz−50 GHz cryogenic MMIC amplifiers, 3) a 21/2 octave
wide 8 GHz−40 GHz cryogenic quadrature hybrid, 4) a cus-
tom shaped 8 GHz−36 GHz equalizer, and 5) a quad-band
IF Processor / down-converter to a common 4 GHz−8 GHz
IF, have been developed. The wideband receiver is presently
installed at the Owens Valley VLBA antenna for on the sky
system performance evaluation.
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