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ABSTRACT In this paper, we describe the development of a new beam-steerable antenna array using a
reconfigurable waveguide with tunable impedance side walls. The array has 36 radiating elements placed
on the top wall of the waveguide and a common biasing voltage for tuning the impedance walls. The
antenna operates at 9.3 GHz and its beam can be steered from 22◦ to 65◦ by changing the bias voltage
from 16 to 7 volts. The gain of the antenna remains within the 3 dB limit of the maximum gain of
11.8 dB throughout the steering range. The effective radiating length of the antenna is 13λ and its half-
power beamwidth is 5◦. For this frequency range and electrical length, this antenna has a high radiation
efficiency. This is due to the phase-shifting mechanism used which results in the varactor loss being less
than all other sources of loss throughout most of the steering range. This makes the antenna suitable for
applications where the varactors should operate at high frequencies with relatively low quality factors.

INDEX TERMS Antennas, beam steering, impedance wall, leaky-wave, metasurface, phase shifting, slot
arrays, varactors.

I. INTRODUCTION

THENEED for fixed-frequency beam-steerable antennas
has been increasing due to their growing applications

in high-speed communications, imaging systems, radars, and
remote sensing [1]–[3]. In particular, many recent research
works have focused on designing low-cost, easily extendable,
beam-steerable antennas with large steering ranges. In order
to introduce tunability to an antenna at a fixed-frequency,
tunable electronic components such as varactors or MEMS
capacitors are employed [4]–[8]. These tunable electronic
elements often have two major limitations, their tunability
range and their quality factor, both of which become worse at
higher frequencies. These limitations impose constraints on
the range and the efficiency of the phase-shifting mechanism
in the antenna.
One versatile approach to reconfigurability is by using

phased arrays where one can control both the amplitude
and the phase of each radiating element [9]–[10]. Therefore,
one can change the angle of radiation and the shape of
the beam simultaneously. However, the versatility of phased
arrays comes at the cost of a complex feed network, the
cost associated with the transceiver behind each antenna
element, and the associated DC power consumption. These

hurdles make the extension of phased arrays complicated
when a larger array is needed for a higher gain and a smaller
beamwidth.
Alternative approaches include manipulating electromag-

netic waves using reconfigurable metasurfaces. Metasurfaces
are composed of sub-wavelength unit cells (meta-atoms) and
can be used to transform arbitrary incident electromagnetic
waves to a desired transmitted wave [11]. This can be done
by designing the unit cells to satisfy the boundary conditions
at the interface between the two sides of the metasurface. One
important challenge in the design of metasurfaces for beam-
steering applications is to minimize the reflection loss. This
can be done by using Huygens’ metasurfaces. In Huygens’
metasurfaces, the direction and the amplitude of the electric
and magnetic dipoles are perpendicular and weighted such
that the reflected radiation can be minimized [12]. In order
to introduce tunability to a metasurface, one needs to load
the meta-atoms with tunable electronic elements such that
the designed reconfigurable unit cells can provide the desired
impedance range with a high transmission efficiency [13].
On the other hand, transmitarrays and reflectarrays can

also be used for 2D fixed-frequency beam steering [14]–[16].
The phase-shifting mechanism is through individual tuning
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of the reconfigurable transmitarray or reflectarray elements
that are larger than metasurface unit cells (in the order of the
operating frequency wavelength). However, the drawback of
this method is that one needs to excite the transmitarray
with an external antenna which makes the system bulky and
introduces considerable spillover loss. In addition, each radi-
ating element needs an individual bias voltage. This makes
extending the antenna size complicated as the number of
voltage bias lines grows as N2, where N is the number of
radiating elements in one dimension.
In order to have the benefit of a simple feed network and a

simple bias voltage circuitry simultaneously, one can use tun-
able leaky-wave antennas. Leaky-wave antennas have been
conventionally used for frequency scanning due to their sim-
ple feed network and phase-shifting mechanism [17]–[18].
By periodically loading a conventional leaky-wave antenna
with a tunable electronic element, one can utilize the leaky-
wave antenna for fixed-frequency beam steering [19]–[20].
Due to the series feeding scheme in leaky-wave antennas, the
loss is accumulated as the wave propagates in the waveg-
uide. Therefore, one important challenge in the design of
beam-steerable leaky-wave antennas is to improve their radi-
ation efficiency. This becomes even more important at higher
frequencies where the quality factor of the tunable electronic
elements drops substantially. Moreover, increasing the radia-
tion efficiency of fixed-frequency beam-steerable leaky-wave
antennas proves crucial when a narrow beamwidth and a
large electrical length is needed.
In this paper, we introduce a new beam-steerable leaky-

wave antenna based on tunable Huygens’ metasurfaces. The
proposed leaky-wave antenna has a simple feed network
and bias circuitry with only one common bias voltage.
The presented antenna combines standard waveguide slot
arrays (in leaky-wave operation mode [21]) with metasur-
face (impedance wall) waveguides. Specifically, the proposed
phase-shifting mechanism is based on two tunable phase-
shifting walls placed on the two sides of a rectangular
waveguide. To the best of our knowledge, the antenna has
one of the highest reported efficiencies for a radiating length
of 13λ among other tunable leaky-wave antennas operating
at 6 GHz or above with similar antenna electrical length.
This is due to the designed phase-shifting mechanism which
makes the varactor loss less than all other losses and makes
it possible to manage them at a relatively high frequency
with a lower quality factor compared to lower frequencies.
Preliminary simulation results for the proposed antenna were
published in [22]. In this paper, we investigate the theory of
the proposed antenna as well as the measurement results of
a prototype which was fabricated using CNC machining.

II. TUNBLE IMPEDANCE WALL
An ideal phase-shifting impenetrable wall introduces a
desired phase-shift of ζ to an incident plane wave with an
incident angle of θi, and reflects it with the same angle of
reflection θr as the incident angle (see Fig. 1 for the case
of a TE incident plane wave). Assuming an impenetrable

FIGURE 1. TE plane wave incident on a phase-shifting wall. Ei and Hi are the
incident electric and magnetic field vectors respectively. Er and Hr are the reflected
electric and magnetic field vectors respectively.

surface (zero 2), the electric impedance of a phase-shifting
wall can be found using (1), where E1 is the electric field
vector and H1 is the magnetic field vector in region 1 on
the phase-shifting wall as shown in Fig. 1 (t denotes tan-
gential component) [23]. Zs is the electric impedance tensor.
Whereas n̂ is the vector normal to the surface pointing from
region 2 towards region 1.

n̂ × H1 = Zs
−1 × Et

1 (1)

Assuming a TE incident plane wave as illustrated in Fig. 1,
the electric and magnetic fields in region 1 can be found
from (2)-(3).

E1 = Ei + Er (2)

H1 = Hi + Hr (3)

The relations for the incident fields, Ei and Hi, and the
reflected fields, Er and Hr, can be found from (4)-(7).
⎧
⎪⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎪⎩

Ei = E0e−jkcosθze−jksinθxŷ (4)

Er = E0ejζe+jkcosθze−jksinθxŷ (5)

Hi = E0
η
e−jkcosθze−jksinθx(sinθ ẑ− cosθ x̂) (6)

Hr = E0
η
ejζe+jkcosθze−jksinθx(sinθ ẑ+ cosθ x̂) (7)

Evaluating the incident and reflected fields at the surface
(z = 0) and using them in equation (1) results in the relation
for the electric impedance of the ideal phase-shifting wall
given by (8). As the equation is purely imaginary, ideal
phase-shifting walls can be implemented as a passive and
lossless metasurface to introduce a desired phase-shift to a
TE plane wave with an arbitrary angle of incidence.

Zs = j
η

cosθ
cot

ζ

2
(8)

Ideally, the electric impedance of a metasurface does not
change by varying the incident angle [23]. Therefore, given
an impenetrable phase-shifting wall designed to introduce
a phase-shift of ζ0 to a TE plane wave with an incident
angle of θ0, one can derive the phase-shift ζ1 introduced by
the designed phase-shifting wall to a TE plane wave with
a different incident angle θ1. This can be done by equating
the right hand side of equation (8) for the two cases which
results in equation (9).

cosθ1 tan
ζ1

2
= cosθ0 tan

ζ0

2
(9)
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FIGURE 2. Structure of the designed phase-shifting wall (a) Top view. (b) Side view
with the relative directions of the incident fields.

In order to verify that equations (8)-(9) are valid for
practical non-ideal impedance surfaces, we designed a phase-
shifting wall that introduces 40◦ phase-shift to a normal TE
incident plane wave at 9.2 GHz by arranging dipoles on a
grounded substrate. Using the design values in (8) yields
Xs = 1036 Ohm, where Xs is the imaginary part of Zs.
As shown in Fig. 2, the unit cell of the wall consists of a
dipole on a substrate with a varactor located in the gap in the
middle of it. The dimensions of the unit cell are shown in
Fig. 2. Choosing dipoles as the unit cell components allows
minimizing the number of varactors while providing suf-
ficient impedance range. This is achieved by having only
one unit cell along the y axis where there is no change in
the electric and magnetic fields. However, the width of the
unit cell is chosen to be less than λ/10 along the propagating
direction (x axis) to make the assumption of a homogeneous
impedance surface a good approximation. The substrate is
Rogers 3003 with relative permittivity of 3 and a thickness
of 1.5mm with a PEC on the bottom surface. The capaci-
tance of the varactor is 0.4 pF. For simplicity, we have only
used a capacitor instead of the varactor. A complete varactor
model will be used later for a detailed characterization in
Section IV.
Using 0◦ and 40◦ for θ0 and ζ0 in (9) respectively, results

in (10) which is the relation for the phase-shift ζ introduced
to an oblique TE plane wave incident at an arbitrary angle
of θ on the designed phase-shifting wall. Fig. 3 compares
the calculated phase-shifts for different incident angles using
equation (10) with those derived from the full-wave High-
Frequency Structure Simulator (HFSS). We can see a very
good agreement between the two.

ζ = 2 tan−1(tan(20◦) secθ) (10)

Contrary to an ideal impedance wall, the impedance of the
designed phase-shifting wall changes with frequency due to
the changing impedance of the varactors and the changing
electrical length of the dipoles with frequency. Fig. 4 shows
the impedance of the wall from 8 GHz to 11 GHz for two
different varactor capacitance values. As shown, at lower
frequencies, the surface impedance increases as we increase
the frequency until we reach the resonance frequency where

FIGURE 3. Calculated and simulated results for the phase-shift introduced to
oblique TE plane waves with different incident angles on the designed phase-shifting
wall.

FIGURE 4. The impedance of the designed phased-shifting wall vs. frequency.

the wall has a very large impedance. This large impedance
corresponds to a 0◦ phase-shift to all incoming TE plane
waves according to (8). In practice, we need to avoid oper-
ating very close to the resonance frequency as the loss is
increased and the efficiency is degraded dramatically in this
frequency range.
As shown in Fig. 4, increasing the capacitance of the var-

actor decreases the resonance frequency, which in return,
increases the surface impedance throughout the frequency
range. It is shown that at the designed frequency of 9.2 GHz,
by changing the capacitance from 0.4 pF to 0.6 pF, Xs
changes from 1036 Ohm to 2474 Ohm. This in return,
changes the phase-shift introduced to a normal TE inci-
dent plane wave from 40◦ to 17◦ as implied by (8). In this
way, by using a varactor in the middle of a dipole, one can
make a tunable phase-shifting wall and characterize it for
all incident angles and frequencies using equation (8).

III. RECONFIGURABLE WAVEGUIDE WITH TUNABLE
IMPEDANCE WALLS
An electromagnetic wave is guided in a rectangular waveg-
uide by bouncing back and forth with a certain angle between
the two side walls through successive reflections (see Fig. 5).
The modal configuration and the dispersion relation in a
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FIGURE 5. TE wave propagation inside a rectangular waveguide with phase-shifting
walls. a. Transverse cross-section b. View from the top.

rectangular waveguide depend on the distance between the
walls and the phase-shift introduced to the reflected wave
by them. In [24] and [25], the propagation of electromag-
netic waves in a rectangular waveguide with impedance
walls is comprehensively studied. However, the purpose of
this manuscript is to study a reconfigurable impedance-wall
waveguide and to use it as a beam-steerable leaky-wave
antenna. Therefore, we provide a concise analysis which
suites the proposed design and enables us to easily study
the effect of different parameters on the performance of the
beam-steerable antenna.
Equation (11) is the general transverse resonance condition

for an arbitrary rectangular waveguide with a propagating TE
mode. ζ1 and ζ2 are the phase-shifts from the two side-walls,
n is the mode number which is 0 for the first propagating
mode, kx is the transverse wave number in the waveguide,
and a is the distance between the two phase-shifting walls.

ζ1 + ζ2 − 2kxa = 2nπ (11)

Assuming identical phase-shifting walls on both sides and
given the fact that we are interested in the first propagating
mode, (11) can be written in a simpler form as (12).

ζ = kx a (12)

Using (12) in (8), to substitute for ζ, results in equa-
tion (13) that is a transcendental equation from which we
can find the transverse wave number kx for any possible
eigenmode solution (ω), and hence the dispersion relation
of the waveguide. Xs is the imaginary part of the surface
impedance Zs and μ is the permeability of vacuum. It should
be noted that Xs is generally a function of frequency.

cot(
kxa

2
) = Xs

ωμ
kx (13)

Knowing kx, the corresponding longitudinal wave number
β can be found from (14) where k0 is the wave number in

FIGURE 6. a. Reconfigurable waveguide structure. b. One unit cell of the waveguide.

vacuum.

β =
√

k2
0 − k2

x (14)

In addition to the dispersion relation, it is also beneficial
to find the electric and magnetic field modal configura-
tions in the waveguide. For this purpose, one needs to solve
Maxwell’s equations in the waveguide with the following
boundary conditions as depicted in Fig. 5.a.

Ey
−Hz

∣
∣
x=0 = Zs,

Ey
Hz

∣
∣
x=a = Zs (15)

Ex,z∣∣
∣y=0,b

= 0 (16)

In order to find the fields for the first propagating mode,
TE10, we assume no change along the y-axis. This results
in (17) as the relation for the transverse electric field in the
waveguide. The transverse and longitudinal components of
the magnetic field can be found from (18)-(19). Transverse
and longitudinal wave numbers can also be found from (13)
and (14) respectively. Equations (17)-(19) show that the elec-
tric and magnetic fields are symmetric truncated forms of the
TE10 mode in a simple rectangular waveguide with four PEC
walls. This makes sense since essentially one can view the
walls as shorted stubs and replace them with an equivalent
inductance.

⎧
⎪⎨

⎪⎩

Ey = E0 cos(kx(x− a
2 ))e−jβz

Hx = − β
ωμ
E0 cos(kx(x− a

2 ))e−jβz

Hz = jkx
ωμ
E0 sin(kx(x− a

2 ))e−jβz

In order to implement the reconfigurable waveguide, we
placed the designed phase-shifting walls (see Fig. 2) on
the two sides of a waveguide (see Fig. 6). We used the
impedance of the designed phase-shifting wall as a function
of frequency (see Fig. 4) in (13) to find the dispersion relation
in the waveguide. Although the width of the waveguide is
10mm, the thickness of each impedance sheet is 1.5mm
which should be excluded resulting in a = 7mm in (13).
Fig. 7 compares the dispersion relation found using (13)
with that derived from an HFSS eigenmode simulation for
one unit cell with 0.4 pF as the varactor capacitance. As
shown, equation (13) provides a very good approximation
for the dispersion in the waveguide with non-ideal impedance
walls which matches very well with the simulation result.
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FIGURE 7. Dispersion diagram for the waveguide with non-ideal impedance walls.

FIGURE 8. Electric field in the waveguide with non-ideal impedance walls.

Fig. 8 shows the electric field of the first propagating
mode at 9.2 GHz in the designed waveguide with non-ideal
impedance walls when the capacitance is 0.4 pF. The phase
reference for the impedance walls is the outer face of the
substrate where the dipoles are located. Therefore, we expect
a truncated TE10 modal configuration (Ex = 0) between the
outer surfaces of the impedance walls as can be seen in
Fig. 9. Interestingly, field inside the substrate is Ex which
is curling around the center of the side walls. This time-
variable curling electric field is the cause of the magnetic
response of the impedance wall while the electric response
is attributed to the induced current on the dipoles. As shown
in Fig. 8, the electric field configuration between the two
impedance walls is not as simple as the case with ideal
impedance walls. This is due to the fact that the assumption
of ∂

∂y = 0 is not valid with the non-ideal phase-shifting
walls and the electric field changes in magnitude along the
y axis. But the modal configuration becomes more similar
to that of the ideal case as we move away from the top and
bottom walls towards the middle of the waveguide where
the edge effect is weakened. In this region, the electric field
is maximum in the middle and decreases along the x axis
in the form of a truncated sinusoid as expected from (17).
The last step is to design the excitation and termination of

the waveguide with impedance walls. One can use a standard

FIGURE 9. a. The tapered section which connects the regular WR90 (front face) to
the designed waveguide with impedance walls (back face). b. The return loss when
excited by a regular WR90 waveguide.

rectangular waveguide that supports the desired frequency
for this purpose. As the standard waveguide has PEC side
walls with 180◦ phase-shift, it needs to have a larger width
compared to the waveguide with phase-shifting walls to sup-
port the desired frequency. On the other hand, the transverse
electric and magnetic fields are zero on the two side walls
of the standard waveguide. Therefore, placing the designed
impedance walls on the two sides of it does not change the
modal configuration as long as the thickness of the substrate
is small. This suggests that we can match the waveguide with
impedance walls to the standard waveguide by tapering the
width of the former and increase it to reach the width of the
latter while keeping the impedance walls on the two sides.
Fig. 9.a shows the tapered section connecting the designed
waveguide with phase-shifting walls to a standard WR90
waveguide which can be used for excitation and termination.
Fig. 9.b shows the simulation result for the return loss of the
designed waveguide versus frequency when it is excited by
a standard WR90 waveguide through the designed tapered
section and the varactor capacitance is 0.6 pF.
By varying the capacitance of the varactors, one can

change the impedance of the phase-shifting walls as dis-
cussed in Section II and in return, change the electric field
modal configuration and its corresponding longitudinal wave
number in the waveguide. In this way, the designed recon-
figurable waveguide can be used as a tunable distributed
phase-shifter. Moreover, by placing slots on the top wall,
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FIGURE 10. The complete structure of the impedance wall. A is the location of the
varactor, B is the location of the decoupling 887 kOhm resistor, and C is the location
of the 1 kOhm resistor.

we can use it for beam-steering. In this paper we will focus
on the beam-steering application.
In the following sections we will investigate the practical

implementation of the designed reconfigurable waveguide
as a fixed-frequency beam-steerable slotted antenna. For this
purpose, we have to design the bias circuitry and characterize
the varactors.

IV. BIAS CIRCUITRY AND VARACTOR
CHARACTERIZATION
The DC bias voltages of all the varactors are the same and is
provided by two lines with a width of 0.3 mm placed above
and below the dipoles carrying VDD and GND respectively.
These two DC bias lines are extended along the waveguide
on each of the phase-shifting walls. As the diodes are reverse-
biased, their DC current is negligible and very large resistors
can be used to connect each side of a dipole to the corre-
sponding DC bias line without disturbing the DC voltages.
We used 887 kOhm resistors to resemble an open circuit and
to maximize the decoupling between the dipoles and the DC
bias lines for the AC signal. The DC bias lines can act as a
transmission line and introduce their own propagating mode
inside the waveguide. In order to keep the waveguide single-
moded at the operating frequency, we need to suppress this
propagating mode on the DC bias lines. For this purpose,
we periodically loaded the bias lines with 1 kOhm resistors.
This eliminates the undesired mode while it does not change
the DC bias voltages as only a very small current is passing
through the added resistors. Furthermore, the bias lines do
not change the desired mode in the waveguide as they are
oriented perpendicularly to the electric field direction. The
final topology of the phase-shifting walls including the bias
circuitry is shown in Fig. 10.
In order to characterize the MAVR-120 varactor used for

fabrication, we used its SPICE model provided by the manu-
facturing company in the circuit schematic shown in Fig. 11.
The SPICE model does not mention the value of the para-
sitic inductance which proves very important at our operating
frequency. In order to find its value, we fabricated and placed
a piece of the designed phase-shifting wall at the end of a
WR90 waveguide and measured the introduced phase-shift to
the incident waves at different frequencies. We also used the

FIGURE 11. The varactor model used for the simulations. The diode model as well
as the parasitic capacitance are given in the manufacturer’s data sheet.

FIGURE 12. Measurement and simulation results for the phase-shift from a piece of
the designed impedance wall placed at the end of a WR90 waveguide.

TABLE 1. Values for the MAVR120 varactor model used in HFSS.

SPICE model with different values of the parasitic inductance
and compared the Advanced Design System (ADS) simu-
lation results with the measurement results. Fig. 12 shows
that a series inductance of 0.4 nH provides a good model
and matches very well with the measurement result.
Adding a 0.4 nH parasitic inductor to the SPICE model

of the varactor, we modeled the whole device as a parallel
combination of a capacitor and a resistor to use it in HFSS
simulations. The corresponding circuit element values for
different DC bias voltages and their associated quality factors
at 9.2 GHz are tabulated in Table 1.
As shown in Table 1, decreasing the voltage decreases the

quality factor dramatically. This is due to the fact that by
decreasing the voltage, the capacitance increases which in
return deceases the self-resonance frequency of the varactor
and makes it closer to our operating frequency at 9.2 GHz.
Therefore, we need to avoid using the varactor for voltages
lower than 7V as it decreases the efficiency substantially.
It is also useful to investigate the effect of the operating

frequency on the quality factor of the varactors. Fig. 13
shows the quality factor of MAVR120 varactors as we change
the frequency from 5GHz to 10GHz for two different DC bias
voltages. As shown, the quality factor decreases substantially
as we increase the frequency and operate closer to the self-
resonance frequency of the varactors for both bias voltages.
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FIGURE 13. The quality factor of the MAVR120 varactor versus frequency for
different bias voltages.

FIGURE 14. The steering range versus the distance between the two phase-shifting
walls ‘a’.

This effect is so significant such that depending on the bias
voltage, the quality factor of the varactor at 10 GHz is smaller
by a factor of 3 to 5 times compared to that at 5 GHz.

V. SCANNING RANGE AND ARRAY DESIGN
The steering range of an array can be found from (20) [26].
In the designed reconfigurable waveguide, the longitudinal
wave number β can be changed by tuning the bias voltage
of the varactors. The capacitance range of the varactors is
limited from above to 0.45 pF by their quality factor, and
from below to 0.22 pF by the reverse breakdown voltage.
This limits the available surface impedance range between
2500 and 982 Ohm at 9.2 GHz.

θ = sin−1
(

β

k0

)

(20)

Given the minimum and maximum values of the surface
impedance at our desired operating frequency and using
equations (13) and (20), one can find the steering range as a
function of the distance between the two phase-shifting walls.
As shown in Fig. 14, the steering range is increased as the
distance between the two phase-shifting walls is decreased.
For distances less than 6.8mm, β becomes purely imagi-
nary and hence the eigenmode is evanescent. Therefore, we
chose the separation of the two impedance walls to be 7mm
in order to maximize the steering range. As a result, for the

FIGURE 15. The H-shaped loaded slot structure.

FIGURE 16. Radiated power over the incident power for different arm lengths L.

designed waveguide, the beam is steered from 60◦ to 20◦
by changing the bias voltage from 7 to 16 Volts.
As 7mm is less than half-wavelength at our operating

frequency, we use H-shaped loaded slots on the top wall as
radiating elements to achieve sufficient radiated power with
smaller slot length. We do not use longitudinal slots for two
reasons. Firstly, their gain drops rapidly in the scanning plane
near the grazing angle. Secondly, for fabrication, we need
to split the waveguide into two parts. This should be done
along the direction of the current flow to prevent losses in
the gap after assembly. If the waveguide is symmetric along
the center on the top and bottom walls, we can split the
waveguide from the middle to achieve this goal. Longitudinal
slots break the symmetry of the waveguide in this direction.
Fig. 15 shows one H-shaped slot. We keep the length of the
middle line fixed and we change the lengths of the two side
arms to achieve the desired radiated power.
The designed antenna is a uniformly excited 36-element

linear array. In order to avoid grating lobes, the spacing
between the slots is chosen to be 12mm which is smaller
than half-wavelength at our operating frequency. In order to
have a uniform excitation, the slots that are further from the
feed point need to radiate a larger fraction of the incident
power. Fig. 16 shows the ratio of the radiated power to the
incident power for different arm lengths L for the H-shaped
slot. Using this plot, the arm lengths of the slots are given
in Table 2 for different slot numbers.

VI. LOSS ANALYSIS
The designed slotted antenna has a series feed network which
makes the structure simple. On the other hand, in a series-
fed antenna, the loss is accumulated as the wave propagates.
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TABLE 2. The arm lengths of the slots for different slot numbers.

FIGURE 17. Loss analysis in one unit cell.

For this reason, it is necessary to study the different loss
mechanisms in the designed waveguide. This can be done by
finding the amount of power dissipated in different elements
in a unit cell.
Fig. 17 shows the ratio of the dissipated power due to dif-

ferent factors to the input power in a unit cell of the designed
waveguide. As shown, dielectric loss is the dominant source
of power dissipation throughout the biasing range. This is
because the effective traveling length of the wave inside
the dielectric is the sum of the lengths of all the dipoles
which is much longer than the length of the waveguide. The
second dominant source of loss is the ohmic metallic loss.
As shown, the dielectric loss and the ohmic metallic loss
follow similar trends when the bias voltage is changed. By
increasing the bias voltage, β is decreased and so does the
wave incident angle on the phase-shifting walls. As a result,
the wave bounces more times between the two side walls
per unit length which in return, increases the dielectric and
ohmic metallic losses. On the other hand, the power dissi-
pated in the varactors has an opposite trend. This is because
the quality factor decreases dramatically at lower bias volt-
ages and this makes the varactor loss dominant at voltages
below 6 volts.
It is remarkable that contrary to most works on beam-

steerable antennas that use varactors as the tunable elements,
the varactor loss is not the dominant loss in the designed

FIGURE 18. Calculated and simulated radiation efficiency vs. the bias voltage and
its corresponding radiation angle for the designed waveguide with a length of 13λ at
9.2 GHz.

antenna. This is due to the proposed phase-shifting mecha-
nism in which the phase-shifting walls are placed at the two
sides of the rectangular waveguide where the electric field
has the least strength. Therefore, this work is advantageous
in applications where varactors operate at high frequencies
and hence have relatively low quality factors.
Considering all losses in a unit cell and the radiated power

from each slot after every 4 unit cells, one can find the radi-
ation efficiency of the designed antenna using equation (21).
Ploss is the ratio of the dissipated power over the input power
in one unit cell as shown in Fig. 17. Pr,k is the ratio of the
radiated power over the input power for the kth slot as shown
in Fig. 16. The number 4 in the power of the first term is
due to that fact that the slots are placed after every 4 unit
cells.

EF =
N∑

k=1

(1 − Ploss)
4k(1 − Pr,1) · · · (1 − Pr,k−1)Pr,k (21)

Fig. 18 shows the calculated radiation efficiency using
equation (21) as well as the radiation efficiency found by
simulating the whole antenna structure. As shown, the radi-
ation efficiency changes from 38% to 46% as we increase
the bias voltage from 7 to 16 volts. The quality factor of the
varactors drops rapidly as we decrease the voltage which is
the reason for lower efficiencies at lower bias voltages. The
reason for the slight drop in the radiation efficiency at high
bias voltages is that the antenna operates close to the cut-
off frequency in this range where the dielectric and ohmic
metallic losses increase according to Fig. 17.
In order to study the effect of the distance between the

two phase-shifting walls on the loss, one needs to solve
equation (13) for different values of the parameter a. Given
the operating frequency and the impedance of the phase-
shifting walls, the eigenmode solution of (13) for kx becomes
smaller as we increase a. As a result, the longitudinal wave
vector is increased and in return, the loss percentage in one
unit cell due to different mechanisms decreases. Fig. 19
shows the percentage of different power losses in one unit
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FIGURE 19. Losses and radiation efficiency versus the distance between the two
impedance walls.

cell and its resulting radiation efficiency for different values
of the distance between the two impedance walls at 9.2 GHz
for the bias voltage of 16 Volts. As shown, all losses in a unit
cell are decreased as the distance between the two impedance
walls is increased.
Comparing Fig. 19 and Fig. 14, one can see the trade-off

between the steering range and the radiation efficiency as
we change the distance between the two impedance walls.
As our goal is to maximize the steering range, we choose
7mm for the distance between the two impedance walls. We
could increase the maximum radiation efficiency to 67% if
we wanted to limit the steering range to 25◦ by choosing
the distance between the two impedance walls to be 8.7mm.

VII. MEASUREMENT RESULTS
Fig. 20 shows a picture of the fabricated antenna. One end
of the antenna is connected to an SMA-to-WR90 adapter for
excitation and the other end is used for providing the DC
bias voltage to the two tunable impedance walls through
two pairs of wires. As the power delivered to the second
port is negligible, leaving this end of the antenna open does
not introduce considerable reflection to disturb the phase
distribution along the waveguide. The length of the fabricated
antenna is 509mm, while the effective radiating length is
420mm which is equivalent to 13λ. The difference in the
lengths is for the two tapered sections. The width of the
structure is 41.4mm while the width of the reconfigurable
waveguide is only 10mm. The extra width is for supporting
the flanges.
Fig. 21 shows the normalized measured and simulated gain

of the antenna for 5 different bias voltages at 9.3 GHz in the
E-plane. By changing the bias voltage from 7 to 16 volts,
the antenna beam steers from 65◦ to 22◦ and its side-lobe
level remains less than −9 dB throughout the steering range.
The smallest half-power beamwidth (HPBW) of the antenna
is 5◦. The difference between the measured and simulated
gains can be attributed to the ohmic metallic loss due to
the gaps between the two parts of the waveguide as well

FIGURE 20. a. The fabricated antenna with the WR90-to-coax adapter attached to
the right end and the voltage bias wires to the left end. b. A zoomed section showing
the H-shaped loaded slots. c. The tapered section at one end of the fabricated
antenna. d. A section of the fabricated phase-shifting wall placed inside the antenna.

as the flange and the waveguide which cannot be easily
included in the simulation. It is worth mentioning that a
slight gap between the substrate of the impedance wall and
the PEC wall of the waveguide results in a smaller effective
distance between the two phase-shifting walls (a). According
to Fig. 14, a slight variation in a from the designed value of
7 mm distorts the radiation pattern considerably and results
in a decreased gain and the formation of high-level side-
lobes. We eliminated this variance by gluing the substrates
to the PEC side walls of the waveguide.
As the beam is steered towards larger angles, the pattern

changes. The main change is that the half-power beamwidth
becomes larger which is consistent with the HPBW approxi-
mation (22) where L is the physical length of the antenna, θ

is the steering angle, and HPBW is in radians. The term in
the denominator of (22) is the effective radiating length of
the antenna in terms of the steering angle. The fundamen-
tal reason for the increase in the HPBW at larger steering
angles, as shown in Fig. 21, is the decrease in the effec-
tive radiating length. The drop in the radiation efficiency at
lower bias voltages makes the effective radiating length even
smaller because of the faster wave attenuation, resulting in
a larger HPBW as shown in Fig. 21.d and 21.e.

HPBW = λ

L cos(θ)
(22)

The other change in the radiation pattern is the develop-
ment of a ‘shoulder’ below −5 dB on the right side of the
main beam at larger steering angles as shown in Fig. 21.d
and 21.e. This is formed due to the phase variance in the first
radiating elements as the shoulder is asymmetric and is only
formed to the right side of the main beam. The phase vari-
ance can be attributed to the fact that at lower bias voltages,
the field configuration is stronger at the impedance surfaces.
This makes the dispersion relation and the radiation pattern
more prone to any imperfections in the impedance surface
including the non-linear behavior of the diodes as well as
the finite thickness of the impedance wall. The fact that
this is manifested strongly at the first radiating elements
giving rise to a shoulder to the right of the main beam is
due to the stronger excitation of these radiating elements.
This is because the guided wave is attenuated faster at lower
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FIGURE 21. Normalized measured and simulated gain of the antenna in the E-plane
at 9.3 GHz.

bias voltages, therefore, the first radiating elements have a
stronger excitation, hence a stronger effect on the radiation
pattern.
In order to compensate for the two mentioned changes in

the radiation pattern, one needs to increase the efficiency at
lower bias voltages which can be achieved by increasing the
distance between the two side impedance walls. However,
this will decrease the steering range as discussed before.

FIGURE 22. Normalized simulated gain of the antenna in the E-plane at 9.3 GHz with
and without the varactor loss at 7 Volts.

FIGURE 23. Measured and simulated radiation angle versus the bias voltage as well
as the corresponding measured gain at 9.3 GHz.

Fig. 22 compares the radiation pattern for the bias voltage
of 7 Volts with and without the varactor loss. As shown, elim-
inating the varactor loss increases the radiation efficiency.
As a result, it makes the HPBW smaller and removes the
shoulder from the right of the main beam at 7 Volts.
Fig. 23 shows the measured and simulated radiation angle

versus the bias voltage as well as the corresponding measured
gain. As shown, the gain of the antenna remains within
the 3 dB limit of the maximum gain of 11.8 dB at the
bias voltage of 13 volts. The drop in the gain at lower
bias voltages is due to the decrease in the quality factor of
the varactors. On the other hand, at higher bias voltages,
the matching is deteriorated as the cut-off frequency of the
reconfigurable waveguide is increased and becomes closer
to the operating frequency. As shown, the measured and
simulated radiation angle versus the bias voltage match well.
The slight difference can be attributed to the voltage drop
over the DC decoupling resistors. Although the current flow
in these resistors is very small, it slightly lowers the effective
DC bias voltage of the varactors which in return increases
the corresponding radiation angle.
Fig. 24 shows the radiation patterns for different bias volt-

ages at different frequencies. As shown, the antenna steering
range varies by changing the frequency of operation which
stems from the dispersive nature of the impedance walls. We
alleviated the high dynamics of the frequency response of
the dipoles by choosing the operating frequency to be away
from the resonance frequency of the dipoles. This not only
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FIGURE 24. Measured normalized radiation patterns at different frequencies.

FIGURE 25. Measured S11 of the fabricated antenna.

reduces the loss as discussed in the previous section, but
also it makes the frequency response more broadband.
The return loss of the fabricated antenna is shown in

Fig. 25 for different bias voltages. The measured magnitude
of S11 for the fabricated antenna is less than −10 dB through-
out the steering range and within the operating bandwidth
from 9 GHz to 9.5 GHz.

VIII. COMPARISON AND DISCUSSION
The proposed antenna is based on a waveguide fed slot
array [21]–[22]. Therefore, the commensurate comparisons

should be with scanning waveguide slot arrays and
their substrate-integrated waveguide (SIW) counterparts.
Nevertheless, we also compare the proposed antenna
with some other state-of-the-art fixed-frequency leaky-wave
antennas of other kinds (e.g., planar) although such a com-
parison cannot be exhaustive. However, we exclude discrete
beam steering using binary switches as the loss in switches is
less than in varactors. Therefore, discrete beam steering can
provide higher efficiencies at the cost of discrete scanning
instead of continuous scanning as well as a more complex
bias circuitry (i.e., each switch needs an individual bias).
Table 3 compares the characteristics of the proposed

antenna with those of recent relevant research works. In [27],
the lower band operating around 4.25 GHz has a large steer-
ing range with a high efficiency. However, both the efficiency
and the steering range degrade substantially in the upper
band operating around 5.75 GHz. The drop in the efficiency
is due to the fact that the quality factor of the varactors
decreases at higher frequencies. Nevertheless, the smaller
steering range is a result of the smaller capacitance range
of the varactors. This is because of the magnified effect of
the parasitic inductance on the total impedance of the var-
actor at higher frequencies. Comparing the performance of
this antenna in the second band with that of our proposed
antenna shows that the latter can provide twice the steering
range and efficiency at a higher frequency using varactors
with the same quality factor.
In [28], the antenna radiation efficiency for a wave travel-

ing length of 3.8λ is 60% which would be significantly less
if the traveling length was 13λ and the operating frequency
was 9.2 GHz as in the case of the proposed antenna.
In [16], a beam-steerable transmitarray with an integrated

leaky-wave feed is proposed. The phase-shifting mechanism
is localized at each radiating element through two cascaded
bridged-T phase-shifters which are biased independently.
Therefore, the number of DC bias voltages grows as N2

where N is the number of radiating elements in each dimen-
sion. The varactor loss accounts for 3.2 dB of the total
loss which makes it the most significant source of power
dissipation in this design. This is contrast to the proposed
approach in which the varactor loss is inherently minimized
as explained in Section VI. Nevertheless, as the phase-
shifting mechanism is localized, the loss does not accumulate
by increasing the size of the antenna. However, the com-
plexity of the feed and biasing networks grows rapidly by
increasing the size of the antenna. Furthermore, the com-
plexity of the phase-shifters behind each radiating element
is considerable.
In [20], a tunable composite right-/left-handed antenna

is proposed for beam-steering using GaAs varactors. The
antenna has a small electrical length but it can provide a large
scanning range through broadside. The antenna has a simple
feed and biasing network with two bias voltages. However,
due to the relatively low radiation efficiency for even a small
electrical length, it is not suitable for applications that require
narrow half-power beamwidths and a large electrical length.
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TABLE 3. Comparison with other fixed-frequency scanning antenna arrays.

In [19], a fixed-frequency beam-steerable leaky-wave
antenna is proposed using electronically controllable cor-
rugated microstrip line loaded with silicon varactors with
relatively lower quality factor compared to other works in
Table 3. The proposed antenna operates at 5.8 GHz and its
radiation efficiency is between 10% to 20% throughout its
operating range. In the paper, it is shown that by including
the power dissipation in the varactors, the radiation efficiency
drops from 68% to 20% which confirms that the varactor
loss is the dominant loss in the designed antenna.
One significant advantage of the proposed antenna is

its radiation efficiency. For comparing it in Table 3, we
extrapolated the reported radiation efficiency of other works
assuming an antenna length of 13λ with the same atten-
uation factor. As shown in Table 3, the proposed antenna
has the highest extrapolated radiation efficiency among the
antennas operating higher than 4.5 GHz. This is a signifi-
cant advantage given the fact that the quality factor of the
varactors drops dramatically at higher frequencies according
to Fig. 13 which reduces the radiation efficiency. Moreover,
contrary to the other research works discussed, the loss in
the varactors is the least compared to other loss mechanisms
in the designed antenna. Another advantage of the proposed
antenna is that the spurious interaction between the elec-
tronic control elements and the radiating slots is minimal
since the two are physically separated. Moreover, the width
of the designed impedance-wall antenna is less than half-
wavelength, therefore, they can be arranged side by side to
narrow the beam in the H-plane.

IX. CONCLUSION
In this paper we discussed the design and implementa-
tion of a new fixed-frequency beam-steerable leaky-wave
antenna operating at 9.3 GHz. The phase-shifting mech-
anism in the designed antenna is through two identical
tunable metasurfaces placed on the two sides of the slot-
ted waveguide that provide the desired phase shift to the
incident waves. The antenna can steer its beam from 65◦ to

22◦ when the bias voltage is changed from 7 to 16 volts.
The designed antenna has a radiating length of 13λ leading
to a 5◦ HPBW. The antenna simulated radiation efficiency
changes from 46% to 38% throughout the steering range.
One important characteristic of the designed antenna is the
fact that the power dissipated in the varactors is less than
the dielectric and ohmic metallic loss thanks to the proposed
phase-shifting mechanism through the two impedance walls
on the two sides of the waveguide where the strength of
the electric field is low. This enables using the varactors
at higher frequencies where their quality factor drops con-
siderably compared to lower frequencies. This makes the
proposed antenna an advantageous alternative in applica-
tions where the operating frequency is relatively close to the
self-resonance frequency of the varactor. As the antenna has
a simple feed network and bias circuitry with a relatively
high efficiency, it can be used where simple antenna length
extension is needed to achieve a larger gain and a narrower
beamwidth. In addition, the width of the designed antenna
is smaller than half-wavelength which makes it possible to
place the same antennas side-by-side to narrow the beam in
the non-scanning plane.
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