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THE PRESTIGIOUS ACHIEVEMENT 
of an IEEE Power & Energy Society 
(PES) Society-level award is assum-
ing a major role in both industrial and 
academic communities worldwide. It 
recognizes technical or scientific lead-
ership in strategic fields of interest of 
PES. To ensure the award’s status as 
a valuable and reliable index for job 
recruitment or career advancements, 
the rating process targets consistency 
and equity.

The PES awards committee is de-
voted to guaranteeing consistent, rigor-
ous, and equitable selecting processes 
that support uniform evaluations across 
all Society and Chapter awards. The 
committee defines strict, ethical rules 
to avoid conflict of interest, which oth-
erwise could affect the impartiality of 
the evaluation process.

PES Society-level awards cover a 
wide range of domains with different 
purposes and eligibility criteria. Some 
of them are jointly managed with other 
societies. The joint awards are the Yu-
Hsiu Ku Electrical Engineering Award, 
established with the Chinese Society 
for Electrical Engineering to recognize 
electrical engineering professionals 
that impacted the Chinese Society, and 
the A.P. Seethapathy Rural Electrifica-
tion Excellence Award administered 
in conjunction with the IEEE Indus-
try Applications Society to recognize 
power engineers who have implement-

ed better and cheaper electrification 
technologies for the rural sector.

Awards that focus on power distri-
bution systems include the IEEE PES 
Award for Excellence in Power Dis-
tribution Engineering for engineering 
contributions enhancing the quality 
and economy of electric distribution 
systems; the IEEE PES Douglas M. 
Staszesky Distribution Automation 
Award for innovative industry contri-
butions in power distribution systems 
automation; and the IEEE Power & En-
ergy Society Ramakumar Family Re-
newable Energy Excellence Award for 
outstanding contributions the develop-
ment, use, and integration of renewable 
energy resources.

Three Society awards focus on 
transmission systems: the IEEE PES 
Charles Concordia Power Systems En-
gineering Award for power system en-
gineering contributions in high-voltage 
bulk power systems; the IEEE PES 
Uno Lamm High Voltage Direct Cur-
rent Award for contributions to high-
voltage dc technology; and the IEEE 
PES Nari Hingorani FACTS and Cus-
tom Power Awards for contributions to 
flexible alternating current transmis-
sion systems, custom power technolo-
gies, and their applications.

Innovative technologies and meth-
odologies that can be deployed to both 
transmission and distribution systems, 
such as electromechanical energy con-
version technologies, power system re-
liability analysis tools, and power sys-
tem analysis and control techniques, 

are recognized by the IEEE PES Cyril 
Veinott Electromechanical Energy 
Conversion Award, the IEEE PES Roy 
Billinton Power System Reliability 
Award, and the IEEE PES Prabha S. 
Kundur Power System Dynamics and 
Control Award, respectively.

PES Society-level awards not only 
recognize pioneering scientific and 
technical contributions but also em-
phasize the important role played 
by educational leadership on young 
power engineers. The IEEE PES 
Outstanding Power Engineering Edu-
cator Award recognizes outstanding 
contributions and leadership in power 
engineering education. The IEEE 
Power & Energy Society Outstanding 
Student Scholarship recognizes PES 
student members who have chosen an 
academic path leading to an electric 
power and energy engineering career. 
The IEEE PES Outstanding Young 
Engineer Award is dedicated to en-
gineers ages 35 years or younger for 
outstanding contributions in the lead-
ership of technical society activities, 
leadership in community and humani-
tarian activities, and evidence of tech-
nical competence through significant 
engineering achievements.

Several PES Society-level awards 
cover strategic contributions that elec-
tric power engineers make to society. 
The IEEE Power & Energy Society 
Leadership in Power Award recog-
nizes industry leaders for promoting 
the electric power engineering profes-
sion. The IEEE PES Robert Noberini 

Alfredo Vaccaro

Digital Object Identifier 10.1109/MPE.2021.3072825

Date of current version: 21 June 2021 

avenues for recognition
awards affirm the contributions of colleagues

aw
ar

ds



july/august 2021	 ieee power & energy magazine 	 103

Distinguished Contributions to Engi-
neering Professionalism Award honors 
long-term dedicated effort and out-
standing accomplishments in advanc-
ing the aims of IEEE professional ac-
tivities in the areas served by PES.

To foster diversity in leadership by 
supporting career advancement, net-
working, and education of women in 
the electric power and energy industry, 
the IEEE PES Wanda Reder Pioneer 
in Power Award recognizes a deserv-
ing female in the field of power engi-
neering. The award provides visibility 

to the efforts, accomplishments, and 
future potential of the awardee. It em-
powers her to be an inspirational role 
model for other women in the industry.

Finally, the IEEE Power & Energy 
Society Lifetime Achievement Award 
honors exceptional power engineers for 
their outstanding career-long contribu-
tions to the art and science of electric 
power engineering. The IEEE PES 
Meritorious Service Award recognizes 
outstanding contributions in leadership 
and technical and educational activities 
of PES.

Recognition is a powerful, heart-
warming function of any Society. 
These PES awards are your tools to 
bring recognition to deserving mem-
bers. Please use them to nominate the 
worthy people you know. More details 
about the PES Society-level awards, in-
cluding the composition of the awards 
committee, the procedures adopted for 
the selection process, and the award 
recipients, are available at the follow-
ing link: https://www.ieee-pes.org/pes 
-communities/awards.
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Finally, the “In My View” column, 
by Mark McGranaghan, provides an 
expert summary of the different advan-
tages and challenges of getting flexibil-
ity from DERs. McGranaghan, as many 
of us, is confident that as more concepts 
and approaches are being demonstrated 
around the world, we will soon be able 
to make the most of DERs and achieve 
our goals of affordability, sustainability, 
reliability, and resilience. He provides a 

truly insightful column to wrap up this 
IEEE Power & Energy Magazine issue.
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