President’s Message

by Imre J. Rudas

o all of the IEEE Systems,
Man, and Cybernetics Soci-
ety (SMCS) members, my col-
leagues, and my friends, I wish you
a very happy, healthy, and prosper-
ous new year! I am truly humbled,
honored, and privileged to be elected
as the president of SMCS for 2020—
2021. I consider the SMCS my second
family, one that supports a variety
of scientific and educational areas.
This interdisciplinary character con-
stitutes a very productive synergetic
environment and provides a founda-
tion for worldwide leadership in our
field of interest. I am pleased and
ready to serve the SMCS in my capac-
ity as president for these two years.
The future of our Society is ground-
ed in the past. To have a successful
new year, we need to acknowledge the
successes and accomplishments of
the previous year. l am deeply grateful
to our past president, Eddie Tunstel,
for his leadership, service, and out-
standing contributions to the Society.
I look forward to continuing his im-
portant and successful work toward
fulfilling the mission and goals of the
SMCS. Many thanks to the members
of the Executive Committee and the
Board of Governors (BoG) and con-
gratulations to the newly elected offi-
cers and BoG members. The Society’s
operation strongly relies on the work
of our dedicated volunteers. I am in-
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spired by their commitment to the
SMCS and sincerely grateful to them
for serving our members, from stu-
dents to professors.

Without being exhaustive, let me
mention some achievements from
the last year. Our
membership devel-
opment is steady,
but we need more ef-
fort, especially in re-
gions with relatively
small membership.
Our past president
started a new pro-
gram that outlines an
outreach activity fo-
cused on stimulating
interaction among
current SMCS mem-
bers and prospective members in
Brazil as part of the Society’s cam-
paign to increase our activity and pres-
ence in IEEE Region 9.
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Our membership
development is
steady, but we
need more ef-
fort, especially
in regions with
relatively small
membership.

Our transactions have achieved
outstanding levels; in journal ranking,
IEEFE Transactions on Cybernetics was
ranked first, while IEEE Transactions
on Systems, Man, and Cybernetics:
Systems was ranked in fifth place. Our
financial status is very healthy, and the
long-term sustainable operation of the
Society is ensured. Our technical areas
are progressing in line with current IT
and emerging fields, such as artificial
intelligence, energy-awareness, and
brain computing. We have a great num-
ber of technical committees, most of
which are very active in their areas.

For this year, the BoG approved
the operational plan. My main goal is
to promote and support the accom-
plishment of this strategic and opera-
tional plan.

In general, during my term, I want to
emphasize the interdisciplinary views
of the Society, enhance the global char-
acter of the SMCS, and also endeavor
to benefit more from international co-
operation. I will make a concerted ef-
fort to link our scientific and technical
accomplishments with our educational
duties. I would like to contribute to the
advancement of the fields of the SMCS,
including fostering new opportunities
and the enhance-
ment of new activi-
ties for the benefit
of our members and
our profession.

My concrete goals
are to support new
initiatives, provide
continuous updates
of our activities re-
lating to new chal-
lenges, and increase
the number of par-
ticipants of our flag-
ship conference, the IEEE International
Conference on Systems, Man, and Cy-
bernetics, while maintaining its quality.
I would also like to enhance leadership



in technical activi-
ties (publications
and conferences),
Young Professionals,
students, and Wom-
en in Engineering
activities and sup-
port enhanced social
media activities.

We must increase
the SMCS member-
ship with more em-
phasis on regions
where the member-
ship is relatively low.
This year, we contin-
ue our outreach pro-

gram in Mexico, and we plan to extend
similar efforts in China. These activi-
ties and events provide opportunities

I want to empha-
size the interdisci-
plinary views

of the Society,
enhance the
global character
of the SMCS, and
also endeavor

to benefit more
from international
cooperation.

for the SMCS leadership to promote

worldwide operations and collabora-
tions for SMCS. I am looking forward
to working with all of you.

our Society and in-
troduce prospective
future activities in
the given countries
and regions. It is
also an opportunity
to explore synergies
and possible future
collaboration with
local and regional
sister Societies.

It is an honor and
privilege to be part of
fulfilling the objec-
tives of the Society,
sharing my experi-
ences and promoting

SMC

We want
to hear
fromyou!

Do you like what you're reading?
Your feedback is important.

Let us know—

send the editor-in-chief an e-mail!
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