752 IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON COGNITIVE COMMUNICATIONS AND NETWORKING, VOL. 7, NO. 3, SEPTEMBER 2021

Dynamic Radio Map
Using Statistical Hypothesis Testing

Keita Katagiri
and Takeo Fujii

Abstract—Private fifth-generation mobile communication
networks (5G) have garnered considerable attention for providing
various communication services. In private 5G systems, such as
those employed in smart factories, it is necessary to appropriately
manage the interference power among diverse systems because
each nonpublic operator deploys a gNodeB in the local area and
utilizes a similar allocated frequency. Several researchers have
discussed the use of a radio map, which stores the spatial dis-
tribution of received signal power values as a tool for managing
intra-system interference. Radio maps are typically applied to
television white space, where the location of the base station
(BS) is fixed and the average value of the received signal power
exhibits time-invariant characteristics. However, in private 5G
networks, the estimation accuracy using a conventional radio
map is lowered because the location of the BS may be changed
when the factory is rearranged. In this study, a database server is
used to infer a significant difference in the average values of the
received signal power by means of Welch’s ¢-test; the server then
updates the radio map based on the test results. The simulation
results indicate that the proposed method can detect changes in
the BS location and update the radio map accurately.

Index Terms—Crowdsourcing, radio map, radio propagation,
statistical hypothesis testing.

I. INTRODUCTION

ESEARCH and development toward fifth generation

mobile communication networks (5G) are being actively
conducted worldwide. 5G is the next-generation cellular
system aimed at achieving high transmission speed, low
latency, massive connectivity, and high reliability. Motivated
by its unprecedented capability, several researchers have dis-
cussed a novel concept, referred to as private 5G (i.e., local
5G in Japan and industrial 5G in Europe), from the different
viewpoints of industry, academia, and government [2], [3].
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Fig. 1. A concept of the radio map.

In private 5G, multiple vendors will simultaneously deploy
gNodeBs [4], which are 5G next-generation base stations
(BSs), to support the new 5G radio communication. The
communication services are provided through their gNodeBs
over the same frequency band in a local area, such as a
factory. Under these conditions, multiple transmitters would
have to appropriately coordinate inter-transmitter interference
to satisfy each demand. However, it is difficult to manage
the interference accurately owing to the uncertainty in radio
propagation caused by various factors, such as path loss and
shadowing.

Recently, the concept of a radio map [5], [6] has attracted
attention as an enabler for practical interference manage-
ment. A radio map is defined as a map that visualizes
the spatial distribution of the received signal power values.
A crowdsourcing-assisted radio map has been the focus of
research attention in recent years [7]-[12]. Fig. 1 illustrates
the concept of this radio map. In this architecture, the database
first collects the received signal power values from the spa-
tially distributed mobile terminals. The database calculates the
average of the received signal power values in the spatially
distributed meshes to create a radio map.

A typical example of resource management based on a radio
map includes a situation in which an interferer determines
the transmission power such that its own interfering signal
satisfies the criterion (i.e., the signal-to-interference power
ratio) at the edge of the nearest other cell. Suppose the inter-
ferer knows only the path loss or shadowing variance. In this
case, the interferer has to suppress its transmission power
according to the path loss or shadowing variance. By con-
trast, if the radio map has precise information on both the
path loss and shadowing values, the interferer does not need
to suppress it. Although recently developed sophisticated tech-
niques from the physical layer to the upper layers improve
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the robustness of wireless systems against the ill effects of
radio propagation, it has been reported that the spectrum shar-
ing performance can be improved using an accurate radio
map, even for 5G systems [13]-[15]. In this regard, several
researchers revealed the achievable performance based on the
channel state information [16]-[18]. Because the spectrum
efficiency depends on the accuracy of the radio map, it is
necessary to construct an accurate radio map for 5G systems,
including private 5G systems.

Radio maps have mainly been applied to television white
space [19]-[21], where the location of the BS is fixed and
the average value of the received signal power exhibits time-
invariant characteristics. Under this condition, the radio map
that is initially constructed can accurately estimate the path
loss and shadowing without updating the average values of
the received signal power.

However, it is difficult to apply such an assumption in a
private 5G scenario. Suppose that private 5G is employed in
a factory and a construction site to monitor the production
line and construction progress, respectively. In such situations,
the manufacturing configurations, equipment, and construction
environment may vary according to the product (e.g., vehi-
cles and heavy machinery) and the construction progress from
week to week or month to month [22]. This creates the need to
rearrange the location of the private 5G system to monitor the
reconstructed production line. Thus, the received signal power
values may dynamically fluctuate owing to this rearrangement,
and the initially constructed radio map would be rendered
outdated. In the case of private 5G, multiple uncoordinated
transmitters would be required to share a spectrum spatially
while at the same time avoid inter-transmitter interference and
guarantee their quality of service amidst changes in the trans-
mitter positions. Because several situations may not allow each
transmitter to estimate the change in the locations of other
transmitters accurately, it is necessary to update the radio map
after a period or event when using private 5G.

Similar studies have been conducted for other systems, such
as wireless fidelity (Wi-Fi) and millimeter-wave communica-
tions. Methods to update the radio map for Wi-Fi positioning
systems that utilize a radio map and the median access control
address of each access point (AP) were proposed [23], [24].
However, the radio map cannot be updated when the loca-
tion of a single BS is moved. This is because these methods
update the radio map by detecting the installation of new APs
or the removal of existing APs in an outdoor environment. A
corresponding method for millimeter-wave systems was dis-
cussed [25]. This method determines the updating rate using
the coherence duration. Consequently, the number of times
the radio map is updated may significantly increase because
the typical coherence duration is of the order of millisec-
onds. In addition, a real-time method to update a radio map
was proposed [26]. Although this method can detect instanta-
neous changes in the surrounding environment by constantly
positioning the mobile terminals and observing the radio envi-
ronment, the observation cost, such as the time at which
the observation of the radio environment occurred, increases
significantly according to the range of the communication area.

Thus, although methods for updating the radio map have
been proposed, they remain problematic in that they, for exam-
ple, are unable to detect positional changes or have a high
observation cost. In private 5G scenarios, such as in an indus-
trial environment, the BS may continue to be repositioned
after a few days or weeks to enable the production process
to be monitored [27]. This makes it necessary to update the
radio map; however, it is unnecessary to observe the radio
environment in real time.

The application of machine learning (ML) techniques
for radio map construction (e.g., [28]) has been discussed.
However, many ML techniques, including long short-term
memory, require prior preparation of a large dataset compris-
ing labeled data for training; this implies that the transmission
location and observation of the radio environment in cellular
systems would repeatedly have to be changed. Thus, ML-based
methods may not be suitable for cellular systems; in such
systems, the main technical challenge is to accurately deter-
mine whether the radio map needs to be updated using only
real-time measurements. Mo et al. [29] proposed a method
based on kernel principal component analysis (KPCA) that can
be used to update a radio map. This method extracts the fea-
tures of the received signal power values based on the KPCA.
However, when the number of measurement samples is less
than the number of dimensions in KPCA, the inverse matrix
cannot be calculated; that is, the environment in which we
derive the eigenvalues may not be realistic.

Hypothesis testing [30], [31], which can be considered as a
promising solution for solving the main technical challenges
of applying ML-based methods for radio map construction,
is classified into Bayesian hypothesis testing (BHT) [32]-[35]
and statistical hypothesis testing (SHT) [36]-[39]. In BHT, it
is necessary to model the prior distribution based on a priori
information. However, in radio propagation, it is difficult to
accurately model the prior distribution because the prior dis-
tribution of the average received signal power value depends
on path loss, multipath fading, and shadowing.

SHT is classified further into parametric and non-parametric
tests. Non-parametric testing cannot accurately infer the valid-
ity of the hypothesis if there is heteroscedasticity between the
two populations [40]. In a practical wireless environment, it is
unknown whether the variances of the received signal power
samples are equivalent over the time domain. With regard to
parametric testing, Lumley ef al. [36] demonstrated the robust-
ness of the 7-test based on the central limit theorem. The #-test
does not require the normality assumption for the population
distribution, even if the number of samples used for infer-
ence is less than 100. However, the general 7-test assumes
homoscedasticity between the two populations.

In this article, motivated by the aforementioned difficulties,
we propose a method for updating the radio map based on
Welch’s t-test [41], which is a hypothesis test. The proposed
method uses Welch’s #-test to enable the database server to
infer a significant difference in the average received signal
power values and updates the radio map based on the tested
results. The main contributions of this article are summarized
as follows.
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1) We assessed conventional methods for updating the radio
map, such as the BHT, a non-parametric method, and
ML. Considering the need for real-time updating, the
fact that the prior distribution does not have to be
modeled, and that robustness for heteroscedasticity is
required, we determined Welch’s #-test to be appropri-
ate for updating the radio map in cellular systems. The
simulation results revealed that the proposed method can
correctly infer the significant difference between two
mean values, even with a small number of samples.

2) The validity of the radio map updating based on hypoth-

esis testing was evaluated using the measured datasets.
The emulation results reveal that the method based on
hypothesis testing can accurately predict the radio envi-
ronment compared with the methods based on unique
averaging and forgetting factor.

The remainder of this article is organized as follows:
Section II describes the system model and Section III explains
the proposed method. In Section IV, we theoretically ana-
lyze the performance of the statistical power, and Section V
describes the comparative methods. Section VI explains the
simulation setups, and Section VII presents the simulation
results. The emulation evaluation using the measured samples
is discussed in Section VIII, and we conclude this article in
Section IX.

II. SYSTEM MODEL
A. Conventional Radio Maps and the Associated Problems

In conventional radio maps, the values of the received signal
power that are used for radio map construction are gathered
in the cloud database deployed in the local or global area.
The database server then divides the communication area into
two-dimensional meshes and statistically processes the mas-
sive amounts of measurement data in each mesh. As the first
step of radio map construction, the mobile terminals observe
the properties of the radio environment such as the reception
position and received signal power values in each location.
The mobile terminals then report the observed datasets to the
database server via their networks, such as Wi-Fi, to avoid
communication congestion. Subsequently, the database server
generates an initial radio map by utilizing the measurement
datasets. Here, it is assumed that the surrounding environ-
ment, such as the location of the BS and positional relation
of surrounding buildings, does not vary during the observa-
tion and after construction of the radio map. Thus, the initial
radio map can accurately estimate the path loss and shadowing
deviation without updating the average values of the received
signal power.

However, in private 5G, such as that used in smart facto-
ries, the estimation accuracy based on the initial radio map
decreases because the surrounding environment tends to vary
after the radio map has been constructed.

B. Measurement Model

This study assumes that the database server updates the
radio map using a simple algorithm and the minimum required
external information. As in the case of private 5G, an outdoor

smart factory is assumed. This system consists of a single BS
and mobile terminals that are placed in the factory. The mobile
terminals collect information such as the temperature and the
values of the received signal power in each location and report
the observed datasets to the database server. Subsequently,
the database server constructs a radio map by averaging the
reported datasets. !

Here, as the surrounding environment changes, we consider
a situation wherein the location of the BS changes according
to the manufacturing process. For readability, a phase 0 and
phase 1 are defined as the environments before and after the
BS is moved to a different location.

In this study, when the number of observed datasets
becomes ng in the mth mesh, the database server calculates
the average value of the received signal power in phase 0 for
the mth mesh. After construction of the initial radio map, the
mobile terminals repeatedly observe the radio environment in
the same area and report the observed datasets to the database
server. In the mth mesh, where the average received power
is calculated in phase 0, the database server considers the
newly reported datasets as time-series data R, of the mth
mesh. Subsequently, if the number of newly reported samples
is more than nj, R, is divided such that the number of sam-
ples in each dataset is n; for hypothesis testing, which will be
explained later. The time-series data R,, and divided dataset
R, 7. are represented as

R, = (Rm,T7 Rm,T+1a t
Ry 14k = (P, rik1,

aRm,T+N571)7 (])
) Pm,T+k,n1)a

where T + k is the kth time (k = 0,---, Ny, — 1) in
the time series 7, N is the number of time-series datasets,
Pp, 74k, [dBm] is the jth instantaneous received signal power
value of the kth time in the mth mesh.

In this study, we assume that the location of the BS changed
over a period of a few weeks. Additionally, the observation
period of the mobile terminals is a few days, and the observed
datasets are reported to the database on the night after the
observation. This is because the database server must update
the radio map more frequently than the location changes of
the BS.

III. PROPOSED METHOD

In this section, we present the proposed method. We first
summarize hypothesis testing and Welch’s z-test. Then, the
radio map updating based on hypothesis testing is described.

A. Hypothesis Testing

In cellular systems, it may not be possible to obtain a large
amount of training data in advance because it is difficult to
repeat the changes in the transmission location and observa-
tions. Additionally, it may not be possible to model the prior
distribution of the average received signal power accurately

I This study does not consider the effects of implementing a receiver.
However, the measured values of the received signal power are affected by
the individual differences between nodes [42]. This problem can be solved by
introducing a calibration process. For more accurate radio map construction
in a practical situation, the calibration technique is an optional choice.
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Fig. 2. An overview of the proposed method.

owing to the uncertainty in the time-domain characteristics for
radio propagation. Thus, it is essential to determine whether
the radio map needs to be updated using only real-time mea-
surements. As described in Section I, hypothesis testing can
be considered as one of the tools for solving the task. In this
study, we used Welch’s -test, which is an improved t-test,
as it can accurately infer the significant difference between
two mean values, regardless of the heteroscedasticity and
homoscedasticity. In addition, Welch’s 7-test is recommended
as being more suitable compared with the general #-test and
non-parametric testing [43]. Fig. 2 presents an overview of the
proposed method, in which the significant difference between
the two mean values was inferred using Welch’s s-test. The
database server registers a new average value of the received
signal power for the mesh only if a significant difference exists
between the two mean values in the same mesh.

B. Welch’s t-Test

Let Qg and @4 be the tested datasets with the sample mean
values Xy and Yy, the unbiased sample variances S&W and
wa, and the sample sizes ng and ny, respectively. First, a null
hypothesis Hy and an alternative hypothesis Hj are defined. In
this study, we aimed to infer a significant difference between
the two mean values. Thus, two hypotheses are defined as
follows:

2
3)

where po w and 1 v are the population means. Next, a ¢-value
and a degree of freedom v are defined as

Hy: pow = 11,5
Hy:pow # 11,w,

~- Y
=W W 4
. “)
T
B, T
o ni
~ o)

The ¢-value denotes the degree of similarity between the
two distributions. If the difference between pg w and p1 v is
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significant, the 7-value increases. The degree of freedom v cor-
responds to the variance of the Student’s ¢ distribution, as will
be explained later. Under this condition, the probability distri-
bution of the #-value is modeled as the Student’s ¢ distribution
and its function is determined as follows:

v+1

L) AN

0= Tt (0 5)
where I'(-) is a gamma function. It should be noted that,
because v is required to be an integer, it is rounded off if
it is a decimal.

In Welch’s #-test, a p-value is defined as the probability
that a random variable X ~ f(#,v) assumes a significantly
higher or lower value than the calculated r-value as expressed
by Eq. (4). Thus, the p-value corresponds to the tail of the
Student’s ¢ distribution. In this study, the p-value is calcu-
lated in consideration of a two-sided test in which a rejection
region exists in both tails of the Student’s ¢ distribution. In
statistics, a one-sided test is generally used when the fluctua-
tion of the population mean can be modeled deterministically.
However, the fluctuation of the average received signal power
value depends on the movement direction of the BS in phase 1.
Thus, it is difficult to deterministically model the fluctuation
of the average value of the received signal power in advance.
In addition, in most cases, the two-sided test is statistically
recommended as compared with the one-sided test. In the
two-sided test, if the two-tailed p-value is less than the signif-
icance level «, the alternative hypothesis H; is accepted. The
conditional inequality is represented as follows:

(6)

—t +oo
[ temags [ Crewdc<a @
—00 +1
where £ is an integral variable, and the left side of the inequal-
ity describes the two-tailed p-value. If the difference between
Ho,w and p1 v is large, the p-value is close to zero, and the
alternative hypothesis H; tends to be accepted.

C. Radio Map Updating Based on Welch’s t-Test

In this study, Q ,, is defined as the instantaneous received
signal power dataset of the mth mesh in phase 0, and its
definition is given by

Qo.m = ®)

where Pg ,, ; [dBm] is the jth instantaneous received signal
power value of the mth mesh in phase 0.

Next, the dataset in phase 1 is explained. As described
in Section II, the newly observed datasets are reported by
mobile terminals on the night after the observation; substan-
tial datasets may be obtained in each mesh. In Welch’s ¢-test,
the p-value decreased with an increase in the number of sam-
ples used for testing. Consequently, the alternative hypothesis
Hj tends to be accepted erroneously owing to the insignifi-
cant p-value. Thus, the database server performs hypothesis
testing for each divided dataset R,, 7 expressed in Eq. (1)
on the night after the observation. In this study, Q1 ,, 74 18
defined as R, 7 of the mth mesh in phase 1. In addition,

(Po,m,la PO,m,Q; Tty PO,m,no)a
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Xy [dBm] and Y, 7 [dBm] are the average received sig-
nal power values of Qg ,, and Q1 ,, 7, respectively. Each
average received signal power value can be expressed as:

1 &
Xm == Pomy ©)
o —t

n
- 1

Yo, 74k = nil Z Py 1k - (10)
Here, each average received signal power value is calculated as
the logarithmic value rather than the true value. This is because
the alternative hypothesis H; cannot be accurately inferred
owing to the existence of outliers. To calculate the #-value
and the degree of freedom v, the unbiased sample variances
S&m and 512,m,T+k of Qo and Q1 ,, 74 are defined as
follows:

o (PO )_( )
A N i L R VA 11
O,m ]z:; (nO _ ) ( )
ny < 2
2 (P, 74k — Y, T+k)
Stom T4k = ]Zl B ey (12)

Thereafter, the database server calculates the t-value and
degree of freedom v, 74 as follows:

X — Yo 14k

b, 74 =~ L (13)
SO,m + Sl,m,T+k:
no ny
2
Sg,m + Slz,m,T-Hc
o ni
Vi, T+k ~ 5 2 2 2 (14)
SO,m Sl,m,T+k
ng ny
no—1 + np—1

where t,, 7 and v, 7 are the r-value and degree of free-
dom of the mth mesh at the kth time, respectively. Under this
condition, the calculated t,, 7 follows the Student’s ¢ dis-
tribution represented in Eq. (6) and the two-tailed p-value is
calculated based on the left side of the inequality represented
in Eq. (7).

The database server performs hypothesis testing using
Egs. (13), (14), and (7) in each mesh and determines whether
the BS has been relocated during the night after the observa-
tion. If the alternative hypothesis Hj is accepted in the mth
mesh, the database server registers the new average received
signal power value Ym,T—i—k for the mth mesh. Here, the
database server does not register Ym’ T+% When hypothesis Hy
is not accepted in the mth mesh. Consequently, the proposed
method can accurately update the radio map with the minimum
number of required updates.

It should be noted that if the number of datasets
R, 74nN,—1 is not ny, hypothesis testing is not performed
using R, 74 n,—1. This is because the result of hypothe-
sis testing strongly depends on the degree of freedom v, the
value of which differs significantly depending on the number
of samples n;.

The proposed method computes Egs. (9) (12) to obtain
the unbiased sample variances 53’ and S m, T+k" Here, by

substituting Eq. (9) into Eq. (11), we find that the computa—
tion of SO m has a computational complexity of (’)(no), and

that of 51 m. T4k 1S O(n?). Therefore, the complexity of the
proposed method is O(ng + n?).

IV. STATISTICAL POWER ANALYSIS

In this section, we formulate the statistical power of the
proposed method for quantitative evaluation. In Section IV-A,
the probability distribution of the #-value and the statistical
power is derived, after which the statistical power is evaluated
using computer simulations.

A. Formulation of Statistical Power

The statistical power [30] is defined as the measure of
the significant difference between two mean values (ug w
and fi1 w), and can be correctly inferred when the alterna-
tive hypothesis Hj, whether 1o # pt1,w, can be detected
correctly. Thus, the statistical power indicates the cumulative
distribution function (CDF) of the #-value. If the statistical
power is high, the significant difference tends to be inferred
correctly.

For the theoretical analysis, it was assumed that two
datasets, Ag and Aq, are obtained. We define each dataset
as:

Ao = (P1,0,P20,-..,Ppy), A1 = (P1,1,P21,..., Pny 1),
(15)
where P; o[dBm], and ng are the ith instantaneous

received signal power and the number of samples in
Ag, respectively. Similarly, P;q[dBm], and n; are the
ith instantaneous received signal power and the num-
ber of samples in A, respectively. Here, when the sig-
nals follow log-normal shadowing, Ag and A; follow the
log-normal distribution LN (p9,03) and LN (u1,0%), respec-
tively. Here, pg[dBm] and pj[dBm] are the logarithmic
means, and og [dB] and o1 [dB] are the standard deviations,
respectively.
First, when Hj is correct, the z-value Tj is given by

X-Y-46
52 §2’

JE S

where X [dBm] and Y [dBm] are the sample means, and § =

po — p1 [dB], _Sg, and 512 are the unbiased sample variances.
Here, X and Y are defined as follows:

_ 1 &
Y;Z:

Using the Welch—Satterthwaite equation [44], T follows a
non-central ¢ distribution. In this study because a two-sided test
was utilized, the CDF was calculated for both tails of the non-
central ¢ distribution. Thus, the statistical power m(ng, ny,d)

To = (16)

1o

Z 2,05

X = S (17)
no £
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is represented as

71'(7’),0771,1,(5)
X—-Y-6 + 25 -
. \/&Jrvl o, o1 .
=1-—Pr| -tz < XX 0 M o442
T = =t
ny
0.2
+7r
~1_ 5 5
~1 dew(ﬂtaw)+deA ( taw), (18)

where dy, is a constant value, Gélw, )\W(-) is the CDF of the
non-central ¢ distribution with dy, as the effective degree of
freedom, Ay, the non-centrality parameter, and t&%w the t-value
calculated using dy, (the proof for this result is detailed in the
Appendix). Here, G&W )\w(~) is given by

Fy () (¥ >0)

!
Gglw,)\w(t ) { 1— Fdw,—/\w (t/) (t/ < 0), (19)

where ¢/ is a non-central ¢ distributed random variable. Elw,
Aw, and F' FIRY (') are expressed by the following equations:

2 2 2
o (me) 5
dw%ﬁ7 )\w:ﬁJZO)
EINCTE R
70 n1 0 1
no—1 + ni—1
1 1 dy
, — .
FlAiw)\w(t> = \I/(—)\W)+§ [pjly (] +272)
Jj=0
1 d
+qj1y<y+2,2w>], @1

where W(-) is the CDF of the standard normal distribution,
and I is the regularized incomplete beta function. Here, p;
and g;, respectively, are given by

1 A2 (A2
wgen(5) (5)

2 2\ J
= o) (Y
V2T(j +3) 2/\2

It should be noted that the ¢ distribution and the non-central ¢
distribution are generally utilized in Welch’s t-test if Ay and
A follow a log-normal distribution. In the actual construc-
tion of the radio map, the shadowing component empirically
follows a log-normal distribution. Thus, these distributions are
relevant for the purpose of constructing the radio map.

(22)

(23)

B. Results

The theoretical statistical power was evaluated by con-
ducting computer simulations. In this simulation, ng random
samples were first obtained from LN (ug,03). Next, ny ran-
dom samples were obtained from LN (u1,07). Then, Welch’s
t-test was performed considering a two-sided test; the num-
ber of times that Hy : pug # pq is accepted was counted.

Simulated Theoretical
| € 4, =-85 - u, =-85
5 1| e u=-280 . 1, =-80
H
8_ 4
© -y =-75 e u =-75
o 1
°
© 1y =-70 1y =-70
n
¥ ] - 4 =-65 1y =-65
0~0 R - =60 - i =-60
"3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Number of samples n,
Fig. 3. Theoretical and simulated statistical power.

We performed this trial 10,000 times and derived the simu-
lated statistical power. The theoretical statistical power was
calculated using Eq. (18).

Fig. 3 shows the theoretical and simulated results where
Mo = —80.0[dBm], gyg = 01 =8 [dB], ng = 50, and o =
0.01. These results indicate that the difference between the
theoretical and simulated values decreases according to the
increase in ny (this difference is caused by the fluctuation
of the sample mean). Moreover, the results show that a large
difference between pg and p1 makes it possible to correctly
infer the significant difference with a small number of samples.

V. COMPARATIVE METHODS

This section describes the three comparative methods to
assess the performance with respect to updating the radio map:
the unique averaging-based method, forgetting factor-based
method, and the Mann—Whitney U test (i.e., a non-parametric
testing method).

A. Radio Map Updating Based on Unique Averaging

The unique averaging-based updating method [45], [46] is
first considered. The database server calculates a new average
received signal power value in each mesh using the following
equation:

—1 m

puni,m: ZP0m2+ZZPmT+k,g ) (24)

n
uni,m \ ;23 k=0 j=1

where Puni’m [dBm] is the updated value of the received
signal power obtained by averaging the datasets in phase 0
and phase 1 of the mth mesh, and nypi ., is the number
of received signal power samples stored for the mth mesh
in phases 0 and 1. After periodic observation, the database
server calculates the average received signal power value in
each mesh using Eq. (24) without detecting the change in the
BS location. Therefore, the number of radio map updates is
very small. However, in smart factories, the difference between
Po,m,i and Py, 7, ; may increase according to the distance
the BS is moved in several meshes. Thus, the average received
signal power value is updated inaccurately because of unique
averaging.
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B. Radio Map Updating Based on Forgetting Factor

The second comparative method for the radio map updating
is the forgetting factor [47], [48]. The database server calcu-
lates a new average value for the received signal power in each
mesh using the following equation:

pforget,m,TJrk = n(pforget,m,T+kfl)
+(L =) (11,m,7+k)

where Pforget’mTJrk [dBm] is the updated average received
signal power value at time 7 + k of the mth mesh and
Pforget7m’T+k_1 [dBm] is the updated average received sig-
nal power value at time T 4+ k — 1, and 7 is the forgetting
factor. In this method, if a lower 7 is used, the newly observed
average received signal power value is multiplied by a larger
weight. However, the number of radio map updates is the high-
est because the forgetting factor-based method is required to
sequentially update the average received signal power value
N, times in the mth mesh.

It should be noted that during the first update (i.e., k = 0),
Prorget,m, T+k—1 is defined as X;,. In addition, the aforemen-
tioned calculation is not performed if the number of datasets
R, 74 nN,—1 is not ny. This is because the average received
signal power value is inaccurately updated when the number
of datasets R, 7 n,—1 is significantly small.

(25)

C. Radio Map Updating Based on Mann—Whitney U Test

Finally, we will discuss the Mann—Whitney U test [49], a
non-parametric testing method. In practice, the received sig-
nal power may not follow a typical probabilistic distribution
(e.g., normal distribution) because of multipath fading, shad-
owing, and path loss. Because the Mann—Whitney U test
can be utilized without assuming a typical distribution, this
method was selected for comparative purposes. In addition,
in the Mann—Whitney U test, a significant difference between
the two datasets was inferred by sorting the measured sam-
ples. Welch’s r-test infers a significant difference based on the
difference between the two sample means, whereas the Mann—
Whitney U test infers the difference based on the median
values. In recent years, this test has been utilized in various
fields [49]-[51].

However, the Mann—Whitney U test is reportedly inferior
to Welch’s #-test in terms of statistical power [52]. In other
words, a significant difference may not be correctly inferred,
even if the transmitter was to be moved by a large distance.

VI. SIMULATION SETUPS

Computer simulations were used to evaluate the accu-
racy of the proposed method. This section presents the radio
propagation models and simulation procedures that were used.

A. Radio Propagation Models

The radio propagation models we used for phasesO and 1
are defined as follows:

d
Po(zTy) = Prx — Lo a(do) — 107logy (>,

do
+ Wy + Fy (26)

dl
Pi(z'1x) = Prx — Loap(do) — 107logyg (d0>’
+ W+ F 27)

where Py(x1x) [dBm] and Pj(x'rx) [dBm] are the instanta-
neous received signal power values in phase 0 and phase 1,
respectively, Prx [dBm] is the transmission power of the BS,
d = ||l@Tx — ®rx|| [m] is the link distance between the BS
and a mobile terminal in phase 0, d' = ||z'tx — @rx| [m]
is the link distance between the BS and a mobile terminal
in phase 1, z1x and x4 are the location of BS in phase 0
and phase 1, respectively, rx is the location of the mobile
terminal, dp [m] is the reference distance, «y is the path loss
index, Wy [dB] and W [dB] are the log-normal shadowing in
phase 0 and phase 1, respectively, and Fy [dB] and Fj [dB]
are the small-scale fading in phase 0 and phase 1, respec-
tively. Moreover, Lo g [dB] is the free-space path loss, and its
function is given by

4 2
Loando) = 100go (52 )

where A [m] is a wavelength.

Shadowing components are well known to have a spatial
correlation in practice. If two terminals receive a signal from
a fixed BS, the shadowing correlation p; ; is empirically for-
mulated as an exponential decay model [53]. The shadowing
correlation p; ; is generally modeled as follows:

dcor

where Ad; ; [m] is the distance between two terminals i and j,
and dcor [m] is the correlation distance, defined as a point on
pi,j = 0.5. A correlation distance of approximately 20 [m] was
experimentally determined in an urban area [53]. Under spatial
correlation shadowing, a probability distribution is modeled as
a multivariate normal distribution [54] as follows:

(28)

(29)

1 Lo o Te-1/2 -
fzexp(—r—p D) r—p), (30)

N UG SRR
where 7 = (rg,...,rp_1)T is the average received signal

power value vector, 7 = (pg,...,pp_1) " is the median path
loss vector, and D is the number of meshes. Y denotesa D x D
shadowing covariance matrix, as follows:

2
o1 s P1,D01,50D.s
Yy = , 3D
2
PD10D,s0O1,s 9D.s

where o; s [dB] is the standard deviation of the shadowing
from the BS to the ith terminal. In this simulation, each
shadowing correlation of Wy and Wj is assumed to follow
Eq. (29). Further, Wy and W7 are obtained by calculating the
random values described in Eq. (30), respectively.

B. Simulation Procedures

The simulation procedures are summarized as follows:

a) The initial radio map in phase 0 is generated by averag-
ing the instantaneous value of the received signal power
represented in Eq. (26).
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TABLE I

THE COMMON SIMULATION PARAMETERS

Communication area E X E [m?] 400 x 400
Mesh size [m?] 10 x 10
The number of meshes D 1600
The number of terminals M 20
The number of samples ng 10
Transmission power Pty [dBm] 29
Path loss index vy 4.5
Reference distance dy [m] 10
Shadowing o; ¢ [dB] 8
Fy and F ii.d. Rayleigh fading
Center frequency [MHz] 3500
Noise floor [dBm] -140
Forgetting factor n 0.1
Significance level « 0.01

b) M terminals are randomly placed in an E X E [m2] area
and each terminal observes the value of the received
signal power. Here, possible movement of the BS is
determined randomly.

c) The database server uses Eqgs. (13), (14), and (7) to
infer whether the location of the BS in each mesh has
changed.

d) The database server updates the average value of the
received signal power for the mesh in which Eq. (7) is
satisfied.

In the simulation, Step (a) was performed 1,000 times, and
Step (b) to (d) were performed 1,000 times each time Step (a)
was performed. Then, the accuracy of the updated radio map
was evaluated. The common simulation parameters are listed
in Table 1.

Here, it is assumed that the positional relation of the sur-
rounding buildings neither varies during the observation nor
after construction of the radio map. This is because we aim
to evaluate the accuracy of the updated radio map when the
location of the BS changes.

It should be noted that the significance level « is set to 0.01,
considering the typical « in hypothesis testing.

VII. SIMULATION RESULTS

In this section, we first present an example of an updated
radio map. Subsequently, the estimation accuracy, the effect of
the radio propagation characteristics, and Type I and II errors
are described.

A. Example of Radio Map Construction

Examples of radio maps are presented in Fig. 4; Figs. 4(a)
and 4(b) were constructed by averaging 10,000 received sig-
nal power samples for each mesh in phase O and phase 1,
respectively. Here, n; and dqor are 50 and 20 [m], respec-
tively, and the BS was repositioned 300[m] to the left.
Figs. 4(b), 4(d), and 4(f) reveal that the average received
signal power can be accurately updated in both Welch’s ¢-
test and the Mann—Whitney U test. However, in Fig. 4(f),

(a) True map (phase0).

.'!

dBm

I40
60
-80

(c) Welch (phase 0).

dBm
"
IAD
-60
80

P R

(g) Unique averaging.

(h) Forgetting factor.

Fig. 4. Examples of radio maps.

it can be seen that the difference of the average received
signal power between phase O and phase 1 is very large
for several meshes in the upper left corner of the area.
This is because the Mann—Whitney U test is inferior to
Welch’s t-test in terms of statistical power. In other words, the
Mann—Whitney U test cannot accurately infer the significant
difference between the two mean values, even if the location
of the BS changes by a large distance. Thus, we argue that
Welch’s #-test should be utilized rather than a non-parametric
testing method, such as the Mann—Whitney U test, for radio
map updating.

The results of the comparison in Figs. 4(g) and 4(h) show
that these two methods cannot accurately update the radio map
in several meshes because these methods calculate the average
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Fig. 5. Average MAE versus the number of samples 7.

received signal power value without considering the movement
of the BS.

B. Estimation Accuracy

Next, the estimation accuracy of the average value of the
received signal power was derived for each method using the
mean absolute error (MAE). In this evaluation, the MAE of
each of phase 0 and phase 1 is defined as follows:

1 &
MAEO = FO mz_:1|PO,true,m - PO,m| [dB}» (32)

Dy
1 _ _
MAE; = Fl Z |P1,true,m - Pl,m| [dB]>

m=1

(33)

where po’tme’m [dBm] and Pl,tme’m [dBm] are the true aver-
age values of the received signal power of the mth mesh
in phasesO and 1, respectively. Further, Py, [dBm| and
Plvm [dBm)] are the initial and updated average values of
the received signal power of the mth mesh, respectively. In
Welch’s t-test and the Mann—Whitney U test, these values cor-
respond to the average values of the received signal power in
Figs. 4(c), 4(d), 4(e), and 4(f), respectively. In the comparative
methods, because the initial radio map is only updated without
detecting the change in the BS location, Po,m and Pl,m cor-
respond to the average values of the received signal power in
Figs. 4(g) and 4(h), respectively. Dy is the number of meshes
in which Hyj is accepted on either Welch’s -test or the Mann—
Whitney U test. D; is the number of meshes in which Hj is
accepted on either Welch’s #-test or the Mann—Whitney U test.
Considering that the main purpose of our study is to evaluate
the accuracy with which the radio map can be estimated on
the basis of hypothesis testing, the MAE has to be evaluated
in the meshes in which each hypothesis is accepted on either
Welch’s t-test or the Mann—Whitney U test. Thus, Dy and Dq
are defined separately.

It should be noted that if the root mean squared error
(RMSE) is utilized, the dynamic range is significantly large

Unique averaging (MAE) Unique averaging (MAE,)
— - Forgetting factor (MAE,) —a- - Forgetting factor (MAE,)
—m— Welch (MAE) —a— Welch (MAE,)
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Correlation distance d., [m]

Fig. 6. Average MAE versus the correlation distance dcor-

owing to the large errors in the average values of the received
signal power between phasesO and 1. Thus, the MAE was
used in the evaluation. Although the RMSE uses a nonlinear
approach to calculate the error, the MAE calculates the error
linearly by considering the absolute error. This calculation
enables the effects of the outliers to be suppressed.

Fig. 5 depicts the average MAE of each method. In this fig-
ure, the squares and triangles represent the MAEqy and MAE;
in each method, respectively. Here, the BS randomly moves
in the simulation area for each Step (a), and dcor is 20 [m].
The figure indicates that the average MAE of Welch’s t-test
and the Mann—Whitney U test is almost equivalent. In this
simulation, because the location of the BS is randomly varied
including for extremely short distances, the average MAE may
not be poor in the Mann—Whitney U test. It should be noted
that the MAEq of Welch’s #-test and the Mann—Whitney U test
is 0 [dB] because these methods store the initial and updated
radio maps separately. Clearly, the MAEs of the methods used
for the comparison are large compared with the methods based
on hypothesis testing. This is because the comparative meth-
ods update the initial radio map without detecting whether the
location of the BS has changed.

The average MAE versus the correlation distance dcor iS
plotted in Fig. 6. Here, the BS was randomly moved in the
simulation area for each Step (a), and n; is 50. These results
show that the proposed method and the Mann—Whitney U test
can accurately estimate the average value of the received signal
power compared with the comparative methods regardless of
deor- However, as shown in Section VII-A, the Mann—Whitney
U test is presumed to be inferior to Welch’s #-test in several
meshes because of the poor statistical power.

Finally, the average MAE versus the moving distance of
the transmitter is shown in Fig. 7. In this simulation, the BS
was randomly moved in the simulation area using the value
represented on the horizontal axis. Here, n; and dgor are 50
and 20 [m], respectively. These results confirm that Welch’s ¢-
test and the Mann—Whitney U test can accurately estimate the
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Fig. 7. Average MAE versus moving distance of the BS.

radio environment compared to the other methods. In addition,
this figure indicates that the proposed method is superior to
the Mann—Whitney U test. When the moving distance of the
transmitter is large, the statistical power of the Mann—Whitney
U test is poor compared with Welch’s #-test. Thus, the average
MAE is slightly degraded.

C. Effect of Radio Propagation Characteristics

The received signal power depends on factors such as the
bandwidth and resource sharing methods. Thus, it is nec-
essary to evaluate the accuracy of the proposed method by
considering these factors. A strong correlation is known to
exist between the average received signal power over the
frequency domain [55], [56]. These results imply that the
performance of the average received signal power (and that
of the proposed method) may not depend on the bandwidth
and resource sharing methods.

However, the bandwidth affects the instantaneous received
signal power; therefore, we evaluated the effect of the band-
width on the proposed method over frequency-selective fading
channels. Based on the specifications of long-term evolu-
tion [57], this evaluation assumes that the transmission signal
is sent over multiple resource blocks (RBs) with orthogonal
frequency division multiplexing (OFDM). Each RB consists of
1.4 [MHz] bandwidth and is affected by i.i.d. Rayleigh fading.

Fig. 8 shows the average MAE versus the number of RBs.
Each RB is affected by i.i.d. Rayleigh fading; therefore, the
frequency selectivity is enhanced in proportion to the num-
ber of RBs. The figure shows that Welch’s t-test can infer
the significant difference between the two mean values with
high accuracy even in the frequency-selective fading channel.
This is because the deviation of the multipath fading is small
compared to the difference of the path loss and the shadow-
ing. Therefore, the proposed method may not be significantly
affected by radio propagation characteristics (including path
loss, shadowing, and multipath fading).
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Fig. 8. Average MAE over a frequency-selective fading channel.
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D. Type I and Type II Errors

Finally, Type I and II errors were derived using the proposed
method to evaluate the accuracy of the hypothesis testing. In
this evaluation, a Type I error is defined as the ratio of meshes
in which the average value of the received signal power is
incorrectly updated, out of all 1,600 meshes when the BS is
not relocated. A Type II error is defined as the ratio of meshes
in which the average value of the received signal power is not
correctly updated, out of all 1,600 meshes when the BS moves.
In addition, the accuracy and statistical power were derived by
subtracting the Type I and II errors from 1.

The Type I and II errors are plotted in Fig. 9. Here, the
BS randomly moves in the simulation area for each Step (a),
and dgor is 20 [m]. The figure shows that the proposed method
can infer the hypothesis in most meshes when the BS does
not move. However, the Type II error is larger than the Type I
error because the proposed method cannot correctly update the
radio map when the location of the BS only changes slightly
because of the small difference in the path loss. Although the
Type II error is reduced in such environments, the MAE of



762
s 1.0 i - i a
g 0.9r 4
>0.8f N . . b
s 0.7} ]
8 0.6f ]
o
bl Accurac
'g 0.5 1 StatisticZI power 1
= 0.4+ - - Type | error 4
é 03_ - -4 - Type Il error 1
------------------------------------------------ Y T PP
£ 0.2} “ “ 1
o 0.1F ]
E 0.QE L v | S e b .
10 20 30 40 50

Correlation distance d,,, [m]

Fig. 10. Type I and Type II errors versus dcor-

2 0.97 :
(=
> 0.8 i
3]
® 0.7t .
Q
; 0 e eennaaaan | PETETEETLTRETEE | EEEEEEEE b L bbb bbb L
% 0.5 7
+
S 047 ——— & 4
[} | —— Accuracy |
% 03 —a— Statistical power
g€ 0.2r - m - Type | error 4
S | - -4 - Type Il error 1
g 0 1“ ---------------- e Y SR O A
[ 1 1 1
« 0.0
100 150 200 250 300
Moving distance of the transmitter [m]
Fig. 11. Type I and Type II errors versus moving distance of the BS.

the average value of the received signal power is significantly
low as shown in Fig. 7.

The Type I and II errors are additionally plotted in Fig. 10
versus dgor. Here, the BS was randomly relocated in the simu-
lation area for each Step (a), and np is 50. These results show
that the proposed method can accurately infer the hypothesis
for approximately 80 [%] or 90 [%] of the meshes. In addition,
these errors are nearly constant, regardless of the value of dgoy.

Finally, Fig. 11 depicts the Type I and II errors versus the
moving distance of the BS. Here, n; and d.o are 50 and
20 [m], respectively. The results in this figure confirm that the
proposed method can accurately update the radio map. In addi-
tion, the Type II error can be improved as the moving distance
of the BS increases because the difference in the path loss
between phases0 and 1 increases. Consequently, a significant
difference in the average values of the received signal power
can be confirmed, suggesting that the alternative hypothesis
Hj should be accepted.

VIII. EMULATION EVALUATION

Finally, we evaluate the performance of the proposed
method using a real dataset we constructed in our early
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Fig. 12. Measurement area.

TABLE I
SPECIFICATIONS OF ONBOARD UNIT

Onboard unit
Communication standard

MKS5 OBU (Cohda Wireless)
IEEE 802.11p

Antenna Omnidirectional
Center frequency [MHz] 5890
Transmission power [dBm] 24
Modulation format BPSK, QPSK, 16QAM
Coding rate 172
Transmission rate [packets/s] 200

Packet length [bytes] 100, 400

work [58]. The data were acquired using outdoor vehicle-to-
vehicle communication systems. Although this dataset is not
applicable to cellular systems, it is suitable to demonstrate the
performance of the proposed method because i) this system
is able to process OFDM signals and ii) we measured the
radio maps with two fixed transmitter locations (i.e., only the
receiver was moved).

A. Measured Samples

This measurement was performed along California Path,
UC Berkeley, USA, over two days in July 2018. In the
experiments, three vehicles equipped with an onboard unit
communicated with each other. The measurement route is
shown in Fig. 12. The three vehicles traveled along the red
line and the received signal power at each location was mea-
sured for six hours. The position of the transmitter can be
obtained from the transmitted packet, and the receiver position
can be extracted from the global positioning system module
connected to the onboard unit. The measurement parame-
ters are listed in Table II. The number of measured samples
was 15,280,657. Details of the experiments are described
elsewhere [58].

In this experiment, because all the vehicles moved dynam-
ically along the route, an enormous number of combinations
of transmission and reception positions were obtained. Had
all the datasets been used for the evaluation, it would not
have been possible to clarify the effectiveness of the proposed
method because of the small difference in the path loss at
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a short distance. Thus, two locations (points 1 and 2) were
extracted for the evaluation, as shown in Fig. 12 to demon-
strate the effectiveness of the proposed method. The location
of the transmitter is assumed to vary from point 1 to point 2.
The evaluation was performed as follows.

A) The actual average received signal power was calculated
in each 5 m mesh for each point.

B) ng samples were randomly extracted in each 5 m mesh
as the transmitter is positioned at point 1.

C) Either point 1 or point 2 was randomly detected as the
position of the transmitter, and the receiver was virtually
deployed.

D) The receiver observes n; samples from the transmitter
position detected in (C).

E) Welch’s f-test is performed using ng samples and n;
samples in each mesh. If a significant difference between
the two samples is inferred, the average received signal
power of the n; samples is calculated, and the value is
registered for the reception mesh.

For evaluation, the measured samples were divided into two
groups. The dataset of the first group was used to calcu-
late the true average received signal power. Another dataset
was utilized for Procedure (B) to (E). Procedures (C) to (E)
were performed 1,000 times. These trials were performed
100 times, and the estimation accuracy was evaluated. The
performance index of the estimation accuracy is the MAE,
which is defined by

D/
1 _ _
MAEI = ﬁ Z ’PI,true,m - Pl,m| [dB],

m=1
D’ - )
Z ’PQ,true,m - P27m| [dB],

m=1

(34)

MAE, = 35)

D’
where pl,true,m [dBm] and Pg,tme’m [dBm] are the true aver-
age received signal power values of the mth mesh at positions
1 and 2, respectively. P; , [dBm] and P; ;,, [dBm)] are the ini-
tial and updated average values of the received signal power of
the mth mesh, respectively. D’ denotes the number of meshes
used in the evaluation.

B. Emulation Results

The evaluation results are shown in Fig. 13. These results
confirm that the proposed method and the Mann—Whitney U
test can accurately detect the change in the transmitter loca-
tion in a real environment. In the measurement area shown in
Fig. 12, because the communication range is narrow compared
with that of the simulation parameters, the difference in the
average received signal power may be small owing to the small
fluctuation in the path loss. Thus, the average MAE charac-
teristics of the proposed method are approximately equivalent
to those of the Mann—Whitney U test. In addition, the average
MAEs of the methods used for the comparison are inferior to
those of the proposed method because these methods do not
detect changes in the transmitter location.

The proposed method is superior to the Mann—Whitney
U test at ng = 20 because the statistical power of the
Mann—Whitney U test is poor compared to that of the Welch’s
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Fig. 13. The average MAE in real environment.

t-test. However, Welch’s t-test is slightly poor at n; = 10
because of the fluctuation in the sample mean. At the same
time, we find that each MAE is equivalent to ny = 30
because increasing nj can improve the statistical power of
the Mann—Whitney U test.

IX. CONCLUSION

This study investigated radio map updating methods by tak-
ing into consideration the fact that the location of the BS is
typically changed. The main technical challenge that would
need to be overcome when updating the radio map in cel-
lular systems is to devise a way in which to detect whether
only real-time measurements should be used for the update.
Motivated by this challenge, we proposed updating the radio
map based on Welch’s r-test, which is known to be supe-
rior to the other tests in terms of i) real-time updating, ii) no
requirement to model the prior distribution, and iii) robustness
for heteroscedasticity. The proposed method is designed such
that the database server infers the difference in the average
values of the received signal power between phasesO and 1
using Welch’s #-test. Both the simulation and emulation results
demonstrated that the proposed method could accurately detect
changes in the BS location and update the radio map.

APPENDIX

We explain the proof of the non-central ¢ distribution that
was described in Section IV. To formulate the probability
distribution of Ty, we first transform Eq. (16) as,

X-Y-§ &

RN
TLO 71,1 ’N,O ”Ll

- — . (36)

dw

N

where dy, is a constant value and corresponds to the degree of
freedom of the non-central ¢ distribution, which is described
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later. Additionally, W is given by

S5, 82
W = dy8—"2. (37

90 77

o T nr
Here, X and Y follow the log-normal distribution

LN (p0,08/n0), LN (p1,0%/m1), respectively. By consider-
ing 6 = pug — p1, the first term of the numerator follows
the standard normal distribution in the decibel domain. Under
this condition, if W follows the Chi-squared distribution with
dy degree of freedom, it is well known that T follows the
non-central ¢ distribution and the statistical power can be
formulated.

In statistics, it is difficult to formulate the probability
distribution of W owing to the linear combination. Thus,
the Welch—Satterthwaite equation [44] is utilized to approx-
imate the probability distribution of W by the Chi-squared
distribution. In the Welch—Satterthwaite equation, the linear
combination variable ¢ is given by the following equation:

L-1
= kst (38)
=0
where 31-2 is a sample variable, each having v; degree of free-

dom. k; denotes the real positive number. L is the number
of sample variables. In the Welch—Satterthwaite equation, the
effective degree of freedom vg is approximately derived as

follows:
2
L—1 2
( i=0 ki%)

L1 (kis?)®
7,20 Vi

Vo ~ (39)

Here, in Welch’s t-test, 502 and 512 are the unbiased sample
variances, that are defined as

no 7\ 2 ni

2 (P‘,O_X) 2
Gy st=Y
3

i=1 =1

(P ¥)°

— (40)

The effective degree of freedom dy is derived by substituting

k%:%, k1:%,V0:m_1,V1:n1_1, O:dw(%'i‘
%), sg = Sg, and 312 = 512 to Eq. (39). Thus, we can get
sz s52\2
Gy o 70 (41)
ECOGR
7L0 "1
no—1 + ny1—1

This approximation is based on the reference [44]. This
approximation accuracy will be degraded if k; is a nega-
tive value; however, this problem is not significant in our
study because C, ng, and n; are positive values. Under this
approximation, we can derive that 7(y follows the non-central
t distribution.
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