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IEEE Wireless Power Week 2019

IEEE Wi r e le s s  Powe r 
Week 2019 (WPW2019) 
was held 18–21 June 2019 

in London, United Kingdom, 
a location of great histori­
cal relevance to the f ield. 
WPW2019 consisted of the 
IEEE Microwave Theory and 
Techniques Society Wire­
less Power Transfer Confer­
ence (WPTC) 2019 and the 
IEEE Power Electronics Soci­
ety Workshop on Emerg­
ing Technologies: Wireless 
Power (WoW) 2019.

This year’s conference was 
the second edition of WPW, 
which started last year in 
Montréal. The event was held  
in Savoy Place, the headquarters of 
the Institution of Engineering and  

Technology (IET), which was formed 
in 2006 from the union of the Insti­
tution of Electrical Engineers (IEE), 
founded in 1871, and the Institution 
of Incorporated Engineers, founded 
in 1884. Savoy Place’s history dates 
to 1246. The current building was com­
pleted in 1889 and served as an exami­
nation hall for the Royal College of 
Physicians and the Royal College of 
Surgeons. In 1909, the IEE bought 
the lease. It offered accommodation 

to the British Broadcasting 
Corporation from 1923 to 1932.

The conference was pre­
ceded on 17  June by the 
WPW2019 school (Figure  1), 
a one-day event held at Im­
perial College London and 
chaired by Nuno Borges 
Carvalho (University of Aveiro, 
Portugal). During the well-
attended school (50 prereg­
istrations and five on-site 
registrations), 10 experts in 
the field of near- and far-
field wireless power transfer 
presented lectures to update 
Ph.D. degree candidates and 
newcomers to the field.

All papers submitted to 
WPW2019 were thoroughly reviewed 
by the joint WPTC–WoW technical pro­
gram committees. A total of 302 papers 
were submitted by 1,012 authors from 
41 countries. Of those, 146 were accepted 
for WPTC (an acceptance rate of 74.9%), 
and 85 were accepted for WoW (82.5%). 
Roughly half (49%) of the authors had an 
academic affiliation while 34% were stu­
dents, 21% were connected to industry, 
3% were in government, and 1% worked 
for nongovernmental organizations.
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The WPW2019 opening recep-
tion took place on the roof terrace of 
Savoy Place, providing a magnificent 
view of old and new London (Figure 2). 

At the official opening of the confer-
ence, many people were rightfully 
impressed by the grandeur of the 
Kelvin Lecture Theatre (Figure 3). 

Over the next four days, eight paral-
lel WPTC and WoW sessions were 
held there and in the Turing Lecture 
Theatre, in addition to three plenary 
talks and two joint WPTC-WoW ses-
sions. During the break-out sessions, 
46 oral presentations were given in 
the WPTC and WoW tracks, 91 post-
ers were presented for WPTC, and 
41 posters were presented for WoW. 
The presentations were held in the 
Maxwell Library, where the indus-
trial ex h ibit ion,  w it h  14  ex h ibi-
t o r s/s p o n sors, was also located 
(Figure 4). The colocat ion helped 
us to meet our goal of bridging the 
gap between academia and industry. 
Attendees were free to visit both the 
WPTC and WoW presentations, and 
they frequently moved between the 
Kelvin and Turing theaters during 
the sessions.

For the plenary sessions, we were 
excited to engage chief executive offi-
cers (CEOs) and chief technology offi-
cers (CTOs) from industry. Further 
bridging the gap between academia 
and industry were outstanding pre-
sentations on the future of wireless 
power transfer by Alex Gruzen (CEO of 
WiTricity, Watertown, Massachusetts), 
Alexander Gerfer (CEO/CTO of Würth 
Elektronik, Niedernhall, Germany), 
Mirko de Melis (lead scientist for 
Europe, the Middle East, and Africa 
at Medtronic, Dublin, Ireland), and 
Irina Khromova (head of science and 
technology for Metaboards, Oxford, 
United Kingdom).

Our invited speakers certainly 
spiced up the sessions. We thank Paul 
Wiener (vice president of strategic mar-
keting, GaN Systems, Kanata, Canada), 
Dinesh Kithany (lead industry analyst, 
wireless power and power supplies, 
IHS Markit, London), Jürgen Meins 
(professor, University of Braunschweig, 
Germany), Hooman Kazemi (engi-
neering fellow, Raytheon, Waltham, 
Massachusetts) ,  Burak Ozpineci 
(group leader,  power electronics 
and electric machinery, Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory, Tennessee), and 
Zoya Popovic (distinguished profes-
sor, University of Colorado, Boulder). 

Figure 1. The WPW2019 school at Imperial College London attracted more than 
50 people.

Figure 2. Attendees of the WPW2019 opening reception on the roof terrace of the IET’s 
Savoy Place. 

Figure 3. The audience in the Kelvin Lecture Theatre during the WPW2019 opening 
session.
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The panel session, on Wednesday, 
“The Future of WBG Devices in Power 
Processing and Wireless Power,” gave 
rise to ample discussion and audi-
ence participation.

Before and throughout the confer-
ence, rumors circulated about the ban-
quet that would be held in Tesla’s secret, 
and only recently discovered, London 
laboratory. Expectations built up dur-
ing the conference, and, by the time 
of the banquet, a queue had formed 
at the venue. People were not disap-
pointed as the dinner not only was 
in the laboratory but “Nikola Tesla” 
was present [Figure 5(a)], announcing 
the meal at 8:10 p.m. sharp, his usual 
time for supper. Many people took the 
opportunity to have their photo taken 
with him [Figure 5(b)].

WPW2019 ended on 21 June at 
midday (Figure 6). After two joint 
WPTC–WoW sessions, awards were 
presented to the best and second-
best papers as well as the best WPTC 
and WoW talks, student papers, and 
posters. Following the awards pre-
sentations, the podium was turned 
over to the WPW2020 chairs to thank 
the attendees and close the meet-
ing. WPW2020 will be held 5–9 May 
in Seoul, South Korea. The deadline 
for conference papers for technical 
review is 31 December 2019. We hope 
to see you in Seoul.

Figure 6. The “survivors” of WPW2019 at the conclusion of the conference. 

(a) (b)

Figure 5. (a) Nikola Tesla (an actor) in a characteristic pose. (b) Tesla (right) poses with 
WPW2019 Chairs (from left) Paul Mitcheson and Hubregt Visser.

Figure 4. The industrial exhibition and poster session in the Maxwell Library of the IET’s 
Savoy Place. 


