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Abstract—Safety enhancement for lithium-ion batteries (LIBs)
has received a lot of attention from academic and industrial fields.
However, there is a lack of overview from the perspective of the
application power electronics (PEs) in the systems. This article gives
an overview of PE-based safety enhancement technologies for LIBs,
mainly focusing on battery management. It introduces the latest
advances in battery protection, balancing, monitoring, and lifetime
improvement, all based on PE technologies. Detailed discussion and
future research opportunities are given. This article aims to provide
a reference for PE researchers who want to make some efforts in
LIB safety.

Index Terms—Balancing, battery management, lifetime im-
provement, lithium-ion batteries (LIBs), monitoring, power
electronics (PEs), protection, safety enhancement.

NOMENCLATURE

ADI Analog devices, Inc.
ANFIS Adaptive neural fuzzy inference system.
APC Alternating pulsed current.
ASD Adjustable speed drive.
ASRC Alternating sinusoidal-ripple current.
BB Battery balancing.
BBU Battery balancing unit.
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BIM Broadband impedance measurement.
BMC Battery monitoring and control.
BMS Battery management system.
C2ASU Cell to auxiliary storage unit.
C2L Cell to load.
CC-CV Constant current-constant voltage.
CCT Cross-correlation technique.
CIDAB Capacitively isolated dual active bridge.
CPE Constant phase element.
CSC Conventional switched capacitor.
CSN Cell selection network.
CT-CV Constant temperature-constant voltage.
DAB Dual active bridge.
DFT Discrete Fourier transform.
DIBS Discrete-interval binary sequence.
DLIA Digital lock-in amplifier.
EIS Electrochemical spectroscopy impedance.
EMI Electromagnetic interference.
ESPSs Energy storage power stations.
EVs Electric vehicles.
FB-PS-ZVS Full-bridge–phase shift–zero-voltage switching.
FC Fuel cell.
FET Field-effect transistor.
FFT Fast Fourier transform.
FLC Fuzzy logic control.
ICBCs Integrated cascaded bidirectional converters.
ICs Integrated circuits.
LDO Low dropout.
LIBs Lithium-ion batteries.
LSC Logical switching control.
LSRA Least-square regression analysis.
MG Microgrid.
MOSFET Metal-oxide-semiconductor field-effect transis-

tor.
MPC Model predictive control.
MT Multiwinding transformer.
NPC Negative pulsed current.
OLC Open-loop control.
PC Pulse current.
PCCC Pulsed current-constant current.
PEs Power electronics.
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PI Proportional integral.
PIC Perturbation injection converter.
PRBS Pseudorandom binary sequence.
PRS Pseudorandom sequence.
PS-SCCs Phase-shift switched capacitor converters.
QRZCS Quasi-resonant zero-current switching.
QSMC Quasi-sliding mode control.
RMS Root mean square.
SC Switched capacitor.
SF Single frequency.
SI Switched inductor.
SIC Supercapacitor interface converter.
SOC State of charge of batteries.
SOH State of health of batteries.
SOS State of safety of batteries.
SOT State of temperature of batteries.
SPDT Single-pole double-throw switches.
SRC Sinusoidal ripple current.
SuperC Supercapacitor.
TI-RVMs Tapped inductor resonant voltage multipliers.
TIs Texas Instruments.
TSEP Thermal-sensitive electric parameter.
VM Voltage multiplier.
WN White noise.
ZVS Zero-voltage switching.

I. INTRODUCTION

L IBs have been widely used for energy storage in various
applications, such as consumer electronics, EVs, and ES-

PSs [1], [2]. However, LIB is sensitive to thermal and electrical
stresses. Its safety declines over time due to internal physical and
chemical changes, such as lithium dendrite and heat production
[3], [4], [5], [6], [7]. A lot of safety accidents caused by batteries
have been reported in recent years [8], [9].

In the last two decades, many efforts have been made to
investigate the failure mechanisms and safety enhancement tech-
niques of LIBs. Some of the latest results and state-of-the-art
techniques have been reviewed in the published overview papers.
Feng et al. [10] systematically reviewed the thermal runaway
mechanisms of LIBs. In [11] and [12], the critical progress in ma-
terials design to enhance LIB’s safety has been summarized. In
[13] and [14], the advanced thermal management techniques to
improve battery safety have been reviewed, including air/liquid
cooling and their configurations, etc. Furthermore, the safety
enhancement strategies, including materials modification, elec-
trothermal management, etc., have been thoroughly reviewed in
[15], [16], [17], [18], and [19].

Generally, researchers in the fields of electronic and electri-
cal engineering would pay more attention to monitoring and
management techniques of LIBs, instead of materials design. In
[20], [21], [22], [23], [24], and [25], the SOC estimation [20],
[21], SOH estimation [22], [23], and lifetime prediction [24],
[25] of LIBs have been reviewed. Hu et al. [26] and Wang et al.
[27] further methodically reviewed state estimation techniques
of LIBs, including SOC, SOH, SOT, and SOS estimation. In [28]

and [29], LIB systems’ fault types and diagnosis techniques have
been summarized. Considering that a BMS usually integrates the
function of state estimation, operation control, fault diagnosis,
etc., the state-of-the-art BMS techniques have been systemati-
cally summarized in [31], [32], and [33].

Focusing on the safety enhancement of LIBs, these overviews
provide comprehensive summaries of the latest techniques from
the design to application phases. However, there is a lack of
summarizing the feasible solutions from the PEs perspective,
which plays an essential role in battery management [34]. It
is important to review PE-based techniques for the following
purposes [35].

1) Summarize the existing PE-based safety enhancement
techniques and provide a reference for PE researchers who
want to make some efforts in LIB safety.

2) Benchmark existing solutions and identify their advan-
tages and limitations, in order to provide new suggestions
for industrial application.

3) Analyze the existing challenges and explore future re-
search opportunities.

Recently, some overview papers have glanced at PE-based
safety enhancement techniques for LIBs. Considering that BB
can reduce the safety risks caused by cell/module inconsisten-
cies, Turksoy et al. [36] and Ghaeminezhad et al. [37] reviewed
BB techniques. It is known that EIS can reflect some health
status information of LIBs, Varnosfaderani and Strickland [38]
reviewed the online EIS estimation techniques, including inter-
face converter and balancing circuit-based schemes. Although
these review papers give an analysis of some PE-based safety
enhancement methods, there are the following limitations.

1) The published papers do not give a comprehensive design
procedure for some critical techniques, such as online
EIS estimation and BB, which is essential for industry
application and academic research.

2) Besides online EIS estimation and BB, there are some
other safety enhancement schemes. Unfortunately, there is
a lack of systematic summarization of PE-based solutions.

Therefore, the main goal of this article is to provide a better un-
derstanding of both industry and academic research on PE-based
safety enhancement techniques of LIBs. The main contributions
are given as follows.

1) Provides an overview of PE-based safety enhancement
solutions of LIBs from the perspective of battery manage-
ment.

2) Summarizes the implementation principles for some crit-
ical techniques, such as BB and EIS measurement. Then,
the various possible schemes are derived.

3) Discusses and compares existing schemes, including spe-
cific commercial and industrial solutions. Based on this,
gives suggested solutions for industrial applications.

4) Existing challenges and future research opportunities are
summarized, which can provide a reference for PE re-
searchers who want to make some efforts in LIB safety.

The rest of this article is organized as follows. Section II
reviews the safety enhancement techniques. Then, the protec-
tion, balancing, online monitoring, and lifetime improvement
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Fig. 1. PEs in LIB systems and the PE-based safety enhancement techniques.

for LIBs are discussed in Sections III–VI, respectively. Finally,
Section VII concludes this article.

II. PES FOR SAFETY ENHANCEMENT OF LIBS

Fig. 1(a) shows typical PE applications in LIB systems.
According to the function of PE devices, there are three main
categories of circuits, i.e., battery protection circuits, BB cir-
cuits, and interface converters (including chargers and load con-
verters). From the perspective of battery safety, four categories
of PE-based techniques are usually used to enhance the safety
of LIBs, i.e., battery protection, BB, online monitoring, and
lifetime improvement, as shown in Fig. 1(b).

Battery protection refers to using PE circuits to realize the
protection function of LIB systems. It mainly includes discon-
nect protection and load inrush current protection, which are
discussed in Section III.

BB means using PE circuits to realize the balancing of LIB
cells or modules, in order to avoid premature degradation and
safety issues. A simple procedure of safety issues caused by cell
inconsistencies is shown in Fig. 1(b). A detailed discussion of
the state-of-the-art balancing techniques is given in Section IV.

Online monitoring refers to using electrical signals of PE
circuits to identify the critical information of LIBs, in order to
realize the health state estimation. It is different from the widely
used state estimation methods in [26] and [27]. Notice that the
critical information discussed here mainly refers to the EIS of
LIBs, which is discussed in Section V.

Lifetime improvement means using interface converters to re-
duce the damage of electrical stress on LIBs, which is discussed
in Section VI.

III. BATTERY PROTECTION TECHNIQUES

A. Basics of Battery Protection Techniques

Generally, battery protection techniques have been well stud-
ied and commercially applied [39], [40], where disconnected
protection and load inrush current/precharge protection are basic
techniques.

Fig. 2. Typical battery protection circuits [39], [42]. (a) Series-switches type
disconnect protection. (b) Separate-port type disconnect protection. (c) Simpli-
fied schematic of TIs’ IC BQ2970. (d) Timing charts of BQ2970.

Nowadays, some state-of-the-art BMS ICs have been de-
signed. Fig. 2(a) and (b) show the typical topologies of
disconnect protection, i.e., series-switches and separate-port
types, respectively. Referring to Fig. 2(a), two metal-oxide-
semiconductor field-effect transistors (MOSFETs) are connected
in series to form a bidirectional switch [41]. The charging and
discharging paths are disconnected when the BMC unit detects
an abnormal condition, e.g., overcharge, undercharge, and short
circuit. Unlike that in Fig. 2(a), the charging and discharging
paths are separately controlled in Fig. 2(b). Similarly, load
inrush current protection can be implemented using MOSFETs
and resistors, which are discussed in detail in [39].
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Fig. 3. Typical battery protection ICs released by TIs [43].

B. Typical Commercial and Industrial Solutions for Battery
Protection

Taking a battery protection IC BQ2970 as an example,
Fig. 2(c) and (d) show its simplified schematic and timing charts,
respectively [42]. It can be seen that the cell voltage can be
limited to a specific region (i.e., normal operation area) based
on the setting of overcharge detection voltage (vovp) and overdis-
charge detection voltage (vuvp). For BQ2970, typical values of
vovp and vuvp are designed as 4.275 and 2.9 V, respectively.
Besides BQ2970, other BMS ICs have been released for battery
protection. Taking TIs as an example, Fig. 3 shows the available
products [43]. Generally, the principles of these ICs are similar
to that of BQ2970. However, the cell counts and protection
types (e.g., voltage protection, current protection, temperature
protection) are different. Notice that the current protections
functions (including overcurrent and short circuit protection) are
not shown in the example. A detailed discussion can be found
in the datasheets, such as BQ298X and BQ79731 [43].

Moreover, some similar products have been released by ADI.
Typical products include DS2762 (for one cell) [44] and DS277x
(for two cells) [45]. The operation principle is similar to that
of TIs’ BQ series. However, the fuel gauge function has been
integrated into ADI’s DS series. A capacity estimation function
is provided.

In summary, battery protection techniques have been de-
ployed in large-scale commercial applications. Most of the
products have been released by TIs, ADI, etc. However, few
latest patents focus on this field.

C. Stability Enhancement and EMI Suppression Techniques

Although a protection circuit can limit the voltage of a battery
cell or module/pack in a given range, the battery voltage may
fluctuate sharply under harsh operation conditions with frequent
load fluctuations, such as in EV applications. It may impact
the system performance and cause the instability of interface
converters, increasing the safety risks of systems. Fortunately,
some advanced methods have been presented to address this
issue [46].

Taking an EV system as an example, Fig. 4(a) shows the
typical power-train structure. Generally, three types of solutions
are used to stabilize the dc-link voltage to enhance the stability
of systems. One is optimal the control strategies of traction

Fig. 4. Example of battery-fed converter systems and passive balancing cir-
cuits [46], [56]. (a) Typical power-train architecture. (b) Two-stage power-train
architecture. (c) Additional power buffers for the power-train system. (d) Passive
balancing circuits.

inverter (i.e., Type I), such as traction machine torque control
[47]. Another is to add a dc/dc converter between the battery and
inverter (i.e., Type II), as shown in Fig. 4(b). Nowadays, some
advanced control strategies have been presented to improve the
input and/or output transient performances of battery-driven
converters, such as optimized state feedback [48], geometric
control [49], and virtual direct power control [50]. Moreover,
additional power buffers are also considered to stabilize the
dc-link voltage (i.e., Type III), as shown in Fig. 4(c). Here,
additional SuperC are connected in parallel with the battery to
suppress the transient fluctuations [51], [52]. Notice that Fig. 4
just shows an example of stability enhancement of battery-fed
converter systems, detailed discussion can be found in [46].

Besides stability issues, EMI is also needed to be suppressed
in battery systems, in order to enhance safety [53]. Some widely
used methods can be considered, such as common mode noise
filtering, differential mode noise filtering, chip/passive EMI
suppression filters, and electromagnetic shielding, which are
discussed in detail in [54].

IV. BB TECHNIQUES

BB techniques have already received widespread attention in
recent years. This section presents the principle of designing a
balancing circuit, and the feasible schemes are derived. Then,
the existing schemes are discussed. Based on this, we present
suggested solutions.

A. Basics of BB

Usually, the terminal voltage of a single LIB cell is rela-
tively low (e.g., 2–4.2 V). A large number of battery cells are
widely connected in series to meet the higher voltage demand
of practical applications. However, there exist slight differences
in voltages, internal resistances, and/or SOCs of fresh cells due
to manufacturing inconsistencies. These slight differences will
be enlarged with the aging of batteries, which results in the
overcharge or overdischarge of cells and even leads to premature
degradation and safety issues of cells, such as explosion, fire,
and thermal runaway [55]. Therefore, it is essential to design
BB circuits to reduce the difference between cells, in order to
enhance the lifetime and safety of battery systems.
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Fig. 4(d) shows a typical BB circuit, which utilizes a parallel
resistor to dissipate the energy of higher SOC/voltage cells,
also known as dissipative balancing or passive balancing [56].
The control of the passive balancing scheme is simple and
easily implemented. However, energy dissipation will reduce
the system efficiency and may cause heat problems, reducing the
safety of systems [57]. To overcome these drawbacks, PE-based
active balancing schemes, including switched-capacitor circuits,
switched-inductor circuits, dc/dc power converters, etc., have
been presented to transfer the excess energy from the cells with
the higher SOC (or voltage) to the lower ones, which are detailed
discussed in the following.

B. Derivation of Active Balancing Topologies

According to the path of energy transfer, four basic categories
of principles are generally used to realize BB, as shown in the
first column of Table I. The first one is to realize the energy
transfer between adjacent battery cells, i.e., adjacent cell–cell
type (Principle I). The second one is to design PE circuits to
realize the energy transfer between arbitrary cells in packs, i.e.,
arbitrary cell–cell type (Principle II). The third one is to realize
the energy transfer between cells and a battery pack, i.e., cell-
pack type (Principle III). The fourth one is to adjust energy
transfer between individual cells and source/load, i.e., cell-bus
type (Principle IV).

Furthermore, from the perspective of energy transfer ele-
ments, three types of circuits can be used for BB, i.e., capacitor-
based type (Type A), magnetic element-based type (Type B), and
converter-based type (Type C). Notice that the converter-based
type mainly refers to the schemes that utilize conventional
dc/dc converters, such as a buck–boost and Cuk. Here, the
multiport converters consisting of a multiwinding transformer
are considered to belong to the magnetic element-based type, i.e.,
Type B.

The possible BB topologies can be derived based on the
four categories of energy transfer principles and three types of
circuits. Referring to Table I, there exist 11 available schemes,
which are discussed in the following.

1) Derived Schemes Based on Principle I: Assuming that
the SOCs (or voltages) of cells B1 and Bn are highest and
lowest, respectively, and the SOCs (or voltages) of other cells
are equalized, the energy transfer path and general structure
of Principle I are shown in the first row and first column of
Table I. Here, E1–En–1 represents the transferred energy that
moves from one cell to its adjacent one. From the perspective
of energy transfer elements, three derived schemes are based on
Principle I, i.e., schemes 1A, 1B, and 1C.

Scheme 1A utilizes capacitors to realize the energy transfer
between adjacent cells. Table I(a) shows a simple implemen-
tation example of scheme 1A, also known as the CSC scheme
[58]. Here, the energy is transferred from a cell to its adjacent
cell through the capacitor, and the transfer path is controlled
by single-pole double-throw switches. Similarly, the inductors
and dc/dc converters can be used to realize the energy transfer.
Simple examples of schemes 1B and 1C are given in Table I(b)
and (c), respectively [59], [60].

Notice that the examples in Table I are simple to illustrate the
implementation of schemes 1A, 1B, and 1C. Detailed applica-
tion cases will be discussed in Section IV-C.

2) Derived Schemes Based on Principle II: The second row
and first column of Table I show the energy transfer path and
general structure of Principle II. Here, the energy interaction is
implemented between arbitrary battery cells. There exist three
derived schemes based on Principle II, i.e., schemes 2A, 2B, and
2C.

A simple implementation example of scheme 2A is shown
in Table I(d), also known as the flying capacitor scheme [61].
Here, the excess energy of the highest cell is stored in the flying
capacitor. Then, it is selectively discharged to the lowest cell by
the selection switches.

Scheme 2B utilizes magnetic elements (including the mul-
tiwinding transformers and inductors) to realize the energy
transfer between battery cells. It is well known that the mul-
tiwinding transformer has multiport features, which is suitable
for cell strings. Here, scheme 2B mainly refers to the multi-
winding transformer-based schemes. Table I(e) [62] shows a
typical implementation example, where battery cells are coupled
connected by a multiwinding transformer. When the MOSFETs
of higher SOC (or voltage) cells turn ON, the excess energy
will go into the transformer. Then, the energy flows into the
lower SOC (or voltage) cells from the transformer winding
due to their voltages being lower than that on the winding
sides.

Scheme 2C usually consists of a selection network and a
dc/dc converter. A typical implementation example is shown
in Table I(f) [63]. Here, a resonant converter is used to realize
the energy transfer between battery cells. Other types of bidi-
rectional converters can be used.

3) Derived Schemes Based on Principle III: The third row
and first column of Table I show the energy transfer path and
general structure of Principle III. Here, the energy of higher SOC
(or voltage) cells can be transferred to the battery packs, and
energy from the whole pack can also be delivered to the lower
SOC (or voltage) cells. Generally, the capacitor-based circuit is
difficult to realize the energy transfer between cells and pack,
which is not considered in Principle III. There exist two derived
schemes based on Principle III, i.e., schemes 3B and 3C.

Similar to scheme 2B, a multiwinding transformer is widely
used in scheme 3B. Unlike scheme 2B, one winding is connected
to the whole battery pack to realize the energy transfer between
the cells and pack. A typical implementation example is shown
in Table I(g) [64]. Here, the balancing principle is based on a
flyback converter.

Similarly, scheme 3C resembles to scheme 2C. Usually, a
selection network is used to select the equalized cells, and a
bidirectional converter is utilized to realize the energy transfer.
A typical implementation example is also given in Table I(h)
[65]. Here, a bidirectional flyback converter is used, other types
of bidirectional converters are also feasible.

4) Derived Schemes Based on Principle IV: The fourth row
and first column of Table I show the energy transfer path and
general structure of Principle IV. Here, the energy in the cells
is obtained or released using the charger or discharger. Usually,
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TABLE I
DERIVATION OF BB TOPOLOGIES AND TYPICAL EXAMPLES

the capacitor-based circuit (e.g., SC circuit) has not been used
in scheme 4A. The VM-based schemes can be considered to
belong to scheme 4A. Referring to the implementation example
in Table I(i) [66], a VM consisting of capacitors and diodes

is integrated into the discharger or charger. And the square-
wave voltage generated at the switching node of the PWM
converters is utilized to drive the VM. The voltages of capacitors
C1–Cn are automatically unified when an ac current/voltage is
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Fig. 5. Implementation example of hybrid scheme [69].

applied to the VM, which results in the paralleled cells being
balanced.

An implementation example of scheme 4B is shown in
Table I(j) [67]. A multiwinding transformer is used, where one
winding is integrated into a charger or discharger. The balancing
energy is obtained from the charger or discharger by magnetic
coupling, and it is distributed to cells depending on their terminal
voltages.

Scheme 4C usually controls the energy flow of each battery
using multiple converters or multiple-input converters, which
are used as chargers or dischargers. Taking the multiple-input
converter as an example, the implementation example is shown
in Table I(k) [68]. Here, the energy of each cell is controlled
by a buck/boost converter. It should be noted that other types of
converters used for charging or discharging are also available.

5) Hybrid Schemes: Notice that Table I shows 11 basic
schemes for BB. Generally, they can be combined in practical
application, in order to improve the balancing performance (e.g.,
reducing the balancing time).

Fig. 5 shows an implementation example of a hybrid scheme,
where schemes 1C and 2B are utilized [69]. Here, the series-
connected battery string is grouped into different packs and the
equalizer is designed as two layers. The top layer is connected
to the packs, and scheme 2B (multiwinding transformer) is
used to realize the energy transfer between one pack to any
other pack bidirectionally. The bottom layer utilizes scheme 1C
(buck–boost converter) to realize the energy transfer between
adjacent cells in packs.

C. Applications of Balancing Techniques

Based on the derived schemes, various balancing techniques
have been proposed in [70], [71], [72], [73], [74], [75], [76],
[77], [78], [79], [80], [81], [82], [83], [84], [85], [86], [87], [88],
[89], [90], [91], [92], [93], [94], [95], [96], [97], [98], [99],
[100], [101], [102], [103], [104], [105], [106], [107], [108],
[109], [110], [111], [112], [113], [114], [115], [116], [117],
[118], [119], [120], [121], [122], [123], [124], [125], [126],
[127], [128], [129], [130], [131], [132], [133], [134], [135],
[136], [137], [138], [139], [140], [141], [142], [143], [144],
[145], [146], [147], [148], [149], [150], [151], [152], [153],
[154], [155], [156], [157], [158], [159], [160], [161], [162],
[163], [164], and [165], the detailed discussions are given in
the following.

Fig. 6. Application of schemes 1A and 1B. (a) Resonant SC scheme [70].
(b) Double-layer SC scheme [71]. (c) Chain-structure SC scheme [72]. (d)
Improved SI scheme with diodes [74]. (e) Improved SI scheme with bidirectional
switches [75]. (f) Multilayer SI structure [76].

1) Implementation of BB Based on Principle I:
a) Based on scheme 1A: Table I(a) shows the basic SC

topology for BB. Although it has the advantages of small size
and low cost, the main disadvantage of this structure is that
the switching loss is relatively high due to the hard switching.
Considering this issue, Ye et al. [70] used resonant SC tanks
to replace conventional switched capacitors, which can realize
zero-current switching, as shown in Fig. 6(a).

On the other hand, the energy is transferred from one cell to
its adjacent cell in the conventional SC topology. The balancing
speed is generally slow when the number of cells is high.
Baughman and Ferdowsi [71] proposed a double SC structure
to overcome this limitation, as shown in Fig. 6(b). Here, an
additional capacitor C is added to bridge connect the capacitors
in the first tier, in order to add an energy path (i.e., the second-tier
bridging capacitors). To further improve the balancing speed,
Kim et al. [72] proposed a chain structure for the SC scheme, as
shown in Fig. 6(c). Here, a pseudoconnection is made between
the top and bottom cells, enabling direct energy transfer between
them. Moreover, the energy transfer path between cells has been
reduced by half, which improves the balancing speed.

b) Based on scheme 1B: The basic switched-inductor (SI)
based balancing topology is reported in [59] and [73], as shown
in Table I(b). Here, a power switch and an inductor are connected
to each cell, transferring energy from one cell to its adjacent one.
Similar to the conventional SC topology, the energy transfer
path is relatively long when the number of cells is high. To
improve the balancing speed, Zheng et al. [74] proposed a
balancing circuit including a MOSFET and a freewheeling diode
for each cell, as shown in Fig. 6(d). Here, diodes are used to
add energy transfer paths. When a cell needs to be discharged,
its corresponding MOSFET turns ON, and energy is stored in its
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Fig. 7. Application of scheme 1C. (a) QRZCS buck–boost scheme [77].
(b) Cuk converter scheme [78], [79], [80]. (c) Additional buck–boost scheme
[81]. (d) Multilayer buck–boost scheme [82]. (e) Modularized buck–boost
scheme [83], [84], [85].

corresponding inductor. Then, the switch turns OFF, and the
energy is transferred to other inductors through diodes simulta-
neously, which can improve the energy transfer speed. Moreover,
multiple cells can be equalized simultaneously, which is another
advantage of this scheme.

Similarly, an improved inductor-based scheme has been
proposed in [75], as shown in Fig. 6(e). Compared with the
basic SI scheme reported in [59] and [73], bidirectional switches
S1– Sn–1 and S1a–S(n–1)a are added to provide more flexible
balancing paths. By controlling these bidirectional switches
and the MOSFETs Q1–Qn, the energy transfer can be realized
between adjacent and arbitrary cells, significantly improving the
balancing speed.

On the other hand, a multilayer structure can be constructed
to speed up the balancing process. Based on the basic SI circuit,
Cao et al. [76] proposed a two-layer structure, as shown in
Fig. 6(f). Here, several cells are considered as a module and
the first-layer BBU is used to realize the balancing of cells
in modules. Furthermore, the second-layer BBU is controlled
to realize the balancing of modules. Generally, the multilayer
structure can realize the balancing of cells and modules, which
can shorten the energy-transfer path and the balancing process.

c) Based on scheme 1C: A simple application example
of scheme 1C is shown in Table I(c), i.e., the bidirectional
buck–boost scheme [60]. Based on it, Lee et al. [77] presented
a QRZCS dc/dc converter to reduce the MOSFET switching loss
and increase the efficiency of BB circuits, as shown in Fig. 7(a).
Similarly, other types of dc/dc converter can be used, such as
modified Cuk converter [78], [79], [80], as shown in Fig. 7(b).

Although the schemes mentioned above are simple, the bal-
ancing speed reduces as the number of batteries increases be-
cause the energy is only transferred from a cell to its adjacent
one. Considering this issue, Kim et al. [81] proposed an im-
provement scheme, as shown in Fig. 7(c). Here, an additional
circuit consisting of diodes, MOSFETS, and a coupled inductor is
designed to realize the energy transfer between adjacent cells,
the center cell (BC), and other cells.

Fig. 8. Application of scheme 2A. (a) Multilayer structure [86]. (b) Basic star
structure [86]. (c) Delta structure [87]. (d) Improved star structure [88]. (e) Basic
series–parallel structure [91]. (f) Improved series–parallel structure [92].

Moreover, the basic dc/dc converter can be connected in a
hierarchical structure to improve the balancing speed. Taking
the buck–boost converter as a basic balancing unit, Peng et al.
[82] presented a multilayer structure, as shown in Fig. 7(d).
Furthermore, the concept of modularized can be considered, as
shown in Fig. 7(e). Here, a battery pack is divided into several
modules, each containing several cells [83], [84], [85]. The
basic dc/dc converters (e.g., buck–boost) are used to realize the
balancing between adjacent modules and adjacent cells.

2) Implementation of BB Based on Principle II:
a) Based on scheme 2A: A simple application example of

scheme 2A is shown in Table I(d), i.e., single-capacitor scheme
[61]. Although its implementation is simple, only one cell
can be balanced simultaneously. Therefore, many improved SC
schemes have been presented to realize the balancing between
any cells, in order to improve the balancing speed.

A straightforward design idea is to add or change energy-
transfer paths based on the basic SC scheme [cf., Table I(d)]. Ye
et al. [86] proposed a series of SC schemes, including the multi-
layer structure and basic star structure, as shown in Fig. 8(a) and
(b), respectively. Furthermore, Shang et al. presented a series of
improved schemes, including delta structure [87], improved star
structure [88], mesh structure [89], coupling-capacitor structure
[90], etc.

The delta scheme and improved star scheme are shown in
Fig. 8(c) and (d), respectively. The mesh structure is similar to
the improved star scheme. However, additional capacitors are
connected between points an and bn. The coupling-capacitor
scheme is similar to that of the basic star structure. The difference
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Fig. 9. Application of scheme 2B. (a) Forward–flyback scheme [96]. (b) Half-
bridge scheme [97]. (c) Half-bridge LLC scheme [98]. (d) Odd–even structure
[99]. (e) MT-based modularization scheme [100].

is that a coupling capacitor consisting of one big plate and several
small plates are used.

Another idea for improving the balancing speed is to design
a series–parallel structure [91], as shown in Fig. 8(e). Here,
SC units consisting of four MOSFETs and one capacitor are
designed to realize the energy transfer between each cell. First,
all capacitors are connected in parallel with cells and they are
charged or discharged from battery cells. Second, all capacitors
are being connected in parallel, which results in the charges
of capacitors being balanced automatically. Based on it, Zhou
et al. [92] proposed an improved structure, as shown in Fig. 8(f).
Here, capacitors C1–Cn–1 and Bn are controlled to realize a
similar function of [91]. Besides, an additional resonant unit is
used to realize the energy transfer between arbitrary cells, which
improves the balancing performance.

Notice that most of the SC schemes mentioned above operate
under hard switching. Considering this issue, the authors in
[93] and [94] replaced the capacitors in Fig. 8(a) and (e) as
LC circuits, which can improve the balancing efficiency.

b) Based on scheme 2B: A simple application example of
scheme 2B is shown in Table I(e) (i.e., forward type), which
illustrates that multiwinding transformer can be used for bal-
ancing [62]. However, additional capacitors are required to form
demagnetizing circuits, so as to reset the energy stored in trans-
formers. In order to avoid additional demagnetizing circuits,
Shang et al. [95] and Chen et al. [96] proposed an improved
scheme (i.e., forward–flyback type), as shown in Fig. 9(a).
Here, the transformer windings are divided into two groups
with opposite polarities. It can realize the demagnetization for
the transformer by the flyback conversion. In order to reduce
the number of transformer windings, Shang et al. [97] further
proposed a half-bridge scheme. Here, two cells are connected to
one winding, as shown in Fig. 9(b). Moreover, considering the
relatively low efficiency of hard switching, Zou et al. [98] pro-
posed a similar half-bridge LLC scheme, as shown in Fig. 9(c).

Fig. 10. Application of scheme 2C. (a) Dual-port converter scheme [101],
[102], [103]. (b) Single-port energy carrier scheme [105], [106], [107].
(c) Central inductor-based converter [108], [109]. (d) Multiphase interleaved
converter [110]. (e) Half-bridge converter-based scheme [111]. (f) Matrix LC
converter-based scheme [112].

Besides the schemes mentioned above, other multiwinding
transformer-based structures can also be used for BB. In [99],
an odd-even structure was presented, as shown in Fig. 8(d).
Here, the cell-to-cell energy transfer can be realized by selecting
buck–boost, flyback, or both switching patterns. Moreover,
similar to the modularization SC schemes, the multiwinding
transformer-based schemes also can be modularized to improve
the balancing speed, as shown in Fig. 8(e) [100].

c) Based on scheme 2C: Fig. 10(a) shows a typical im-
plementation example of scheme 2C, which includes a CSN
and a dual-port converter. The dc/dc converter is utilized for
energy transfer. Some basic dc/dc converters can be considered,
such as flyback converters [101], LLC converters [102], boost
and quasi-resonant LC cascaded converters [103]. The CSN
consisting of switches (MOSFETs or relays) is used to select
the unbalanced cells in modules. Considering that the switches
count in Fig. 10(a) is relatively high, Dam and John [104]
presented a low-frequency CSN to reduce the selection switch
count. And a capacitively level-shifted Cuk converter is used.

Fig. 10(b) shows another widely used scheme based on
scheme 2C. Here, a single-port energy carrier converter is used
for energy transfer, and the switch count is less than that in
Fig. 10(a). Generally, the transformer network [105], [106],
bridge LC network [63], and bridge inductor network [107] can
be designed as energy carriers, as shown in Fig. 10(b). Notice
that the bridge inductor network is similar to that of the bridge
LC network. The only difference is that an LC circuit is used
instead of an inductor. Besides that, inductors also can be used as
energy carriers, as shown in Fig. 10(c) [108], [109] and Fig. 10(d)
[110]. Here, the energy storage element and selection switches
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Fig. 11. Application of scheme 3B. (a) MHB scheme [114]. (b) Basic modula-
tion scheme based on MT [115]. (c) Forward–flyback conversions-based scheme
[116]. (d) Forward conversion-based scheme [117]. (e) MT with CSNs [120].

are formed as dc/dc converters to realize the energy transfer,
which is different from that in [63], [105], [106], and [107].

The aforementioned schemes usually transfer energy between
single cells. In order to realize the energy transfer between
multicell, Dam and John [111] proposed a half-bridge converter-
based scheme, which provides a direct energy transfer path from
multicell, as shown in Fig. 10(e). Besides that, Shang et al.
[112] proposed a matrix LC converter-based scheme to add
energy transfer paths, as shown in Fig. 10(f). Moreover, Uno and
Yoshino [113] presented a dual phase-shift-controlled CIDAB
converter-based scheme. The implementation scheme is similar
to that in Fig. 10(a). However, CIDAB converters are connected
with two groups (including several cells). The selection network
selects cells in different groups to realize energy transfer.

3) Implementation of BB Based on Principle III:
a) Based on scheme 3B: Generally, scheme 3B is mainly

based on multiwinding transformers. Table I(g) shows a simple
application example, where one transformer winding is required
for each cell [64]. In order to reduce the number of transformer
windings, Shang et al. [114] proposed a multiport half-bridge
(MHB) structure, as shown in Fig. 11(a). Here, one winding
is connected with two cells. Also, a buck–boost converter is
connected to the MHB converter and battery pack to improve
the balancing speed.

Considering the feature of multiport, multiwinding trans-
formers are suitable for modularization schemes. Park et al.
[115] proposed a simple modularization scheme, as shown in
Fig. 11(b). However, it is just a two-layer structure of the basic
scheme in [61], and the number of windings is relatively high.
Based on multiwinding transformers, various improved schemes
have been reported in [116], [117], and [118]. Li et al. [116]
proposed a forward–flyback conversion-based scheme, as shown
in Fig. 11(c). The forward and flyback converter balances the bat-
tery cells (in one module) and modules, respectively. Similarly,

Fig. 12. Application of scheme 3C. (a) Nonpolarity adjusted CSN scheme
[121]–[130]. (b) Polarity-adjusted CSN scheme [132], [133]. (c) Integrated
cascade converter scheme [134]. (d) Multiconverter scheme [139], [140].
(e) Wave-trap concept-based scheme [141].

a forward conversion-based scheme has been presented in [117]
and [118], as shown in Fig. 11(d). Here, the battery modules
and cells are equalized based on forwarding conversion. More-
over, a dual-frequency converter-based modularization structure
was presented in [119], which comprises an MHz miniaturized
common-mode class-D-based cell-level equalizer and a kHz
multiactive-bridge-based module-level equalizer. The cell-level
and module-level equalizers are both based on multiwinding
transformers.

Furthermore, multiwinding transformers with CSNs can also
be used for BB, as shown in Fig. 11(e) [120]. Here, a CSN is used
to select target cells. An H-bridge section is utilized to adjust the
polarity of the input voltage of the transformer. Notice that the
aforementioned schemes can realize the energy transfer between
cells and packs. The energy transfer between cells also can be
realized based on the multiwinding transformers.

b) Based on scheme 3C: Fig. 12(a) shows a typical ar-
chitecture of scheme 3C, which includes a CSN and a dc/dc
converter. Generally, the CSN is used to select the targeted cells,
and the converter is utilized to realize the energy interaction
between cells and the pack.

Usually, various kinds of dc/dc converters can be employed,
such as flyback converter [121], [122], [123], bidirectional fly-
back converter [124], [125], [126], [127], LLC converter [128],
LC series resonant circuit [129], bidirectional L2C3 resonant
converter [130], and buck and resonant LC cascaded converter
[131]. Notice that the circuit structure in [131] is similar to that in
Fig. 12(a). However, the energy of a battery module is delivered
to the cell in its adjacent module to improve the balancing current
and efficiency.
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Fig. 13. Application of schemes 4A and 4B. (a) Buck converter with a
VM [142]. (b) Tapped-inductor-driven VM scheme [143]. (c) MT-integrated
noninverting buck–boost converter [67]. (d) Magnetic-integrated boost converter
[146], [147].

Assuming that there exist n cells, the CSN in Fig. 12(a)
generally contains 2n bidirectional switches. In order to re-
duce the switch counts, a polarity-adjusted architecture has
been presented, as shown in Fig. 12(b) [132], [133]. Here, the
voltage polarity of targeted cells is adjusted via the polarity
switches. n+1 bidirectional switches and four polarity switches
are required in this architecture. In order to further reduce the
switch count and improve the integration, Qi et al. proposed
a series of ICBCs to combine the polarity switches and tradi-
tional dc/dc converters [134], [135], [136], and [137]. A typical
example is shown in Fig. 12(c) [134]. Considering that only
one cell can be equalized at a time in the schemes mentioned
above, the same authors further proposed a multiport ICBC
scheme in [138], which is similar to those in [134], [135], [136],
and [137].

Besides the schemes in Fig. 12(a) and (b), other structures can
also be considered. Dong et al. [139] and McCurlie et al. [140]
presented a multiconverter scheme, as shown in Fig. 12(d). Each
battery cell is connected to the pack via a bidirectional flyback
transformer-based buck–boost converter. Moreover, Arias et al.
[141] used the wave-trap concept to select the cell that is going
to be charged, which can reduce the switch counts, as shown
in Fig. 12(e). Each trap consists of a battery cell, a transformer,
and a diode. The energies on the battery pack are distributed to
unbalanced cells via the control of the switching frequency and
duty cycle of a half-bridge converter.

4) Implementation of BB Based on Principle IV:
a) Based on schemes 4A and 4B: Table I(i) shows the

typical structure of scheme 4A, i.e., the VM-based schemes.
Generally, ac voltage/current exists in any type of a dc/dc con-
verter, which can be used to drive a VM. Based on this, Uno
et al. and Yang et al. proposed a series of VM schemes, such as
boost converter-based scheme [142], transformer-based scheme
[66], [143], tapped-inductor-scheme [144], [145]. Two typical
examples are shown in Fig. 13(a) and (b). Here, the square-wave

Fig. 14. Application of scheme 4C. (a) Multiconverter parallel structure [148].
(b) Selection switches-based scheme [154], [155], [156], [157], [158]. (c) Series-
connected energy storage scheme [160], [161].

voltage generated at the switching node is introduced to drive
the VM and realize cell balancing.

Utilizing the magnetic coupling characteristics of multiwind-
ing transformers, Hsieh et al. proposed a series of BB topolo-
gies based on scheme 4B. A basic structure of scheme 4B is
also shown in Table I(j). A typical implementation example is
shown in Fig. 13(c). The equalizer obtains the energy from the
buck–boost converter by magnetic coupling. And the energy is
distributed to each battery cell based on its terminal voltage.
Besides this, other connection structures (e.g., multiswitch-
based structure and single secondary winding-based structure)
and converters (e.g., CLL converter, noninverting buck–boost
converter) can be used, which are discussed in [67]. Similarly,
Liu et al. [146], [147] proposed an improved scheme, as shown
in Fig. 13(d). Here, the magnetic element of dc/dc converters is
integrated with the transformer used for BB, which can reduce
the volume of the converters.

c) Based on scheme 4C: Unlike all the above schemes,
scheme 4C utilizes the charger or discharge converter to realize
cell balancing. Generally, there exist three typical structures,
i.e., multiconverter parallel type, multiconverter series type, and
selection switches type.

Fig. 14(a) shows the diagram of the multiconverter paral-
lel structure. Here, each battery cell is connected to a dc/dc
converter, and the voltage/charge of each cell is adjusted by
its corresponding converter. Generally, various topologies can
be considered, such as DAB converter [148] and bidirectional
flyback converter [149], [150]. The multiconverter series struc-
ture is similar to that in Fig. 14(a). However, the right ends of
each converter are connected in series. Theoretically, all kinds
of converters can be used, such as the Cuk converter [151]
and full-bridge inverter [152], [153]. Although the balancing
function can be integrated into chargers, the majority of the
aforementioned schemes are designed for discharge converters.

Similar to the cell selection schemes in Fig. 12, the CSN
can also be used in scheme 4C. In [154], [155], [156], [157],
and [158], a series of selection switch-based schemes were
presented, which have a similar structure, as shown in Fig. 14(b).
Here, a cell is selected by the switching network and it is con-
trolled to be charged or discharged via a central dc/dc converter.
In [154], [155], [156], [157], and [158], the structure of the
switching network is the same as those in Fig. 12(a) and (b),
respectively. In order to reduce the switch counts, Riczu and
Bauman [159] proposed an improved scheme with an odd and
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Fig. 15. Application of scheme 5. (a) MT- and SC-based hybrid scheme [115].
(b) Adjacent buck–boost and central converter-based hybrid scheme [160].
(c) Adjacent buck–boost and SC-based scheme I [165]. (d) Adjacent buck–boost
and SC-based scheme II [165]. (e) Adjacent buck–boost and SC-based scheme
III [165].

even cell control strategy, which can avoid using the polarity
switches in Fig. 12(b).

Generally, most of the aforementioned schemes directly trans-
fer the excess energy of cells to the rear end via dc/dc converters.
In [160] and [161], the authors proposed a novelty scheme in
which cells’ energy is first to be transferred to an auxiliary
capacitor Caux via dc/dc converters. Then, the whole pack,
including Caux, is used to feed the load, as shown in Fig. 14(c).

5) Implementation of BB Based on Hybrid Schemes: In order
to improve the balancing performance, the derived 11 schemes
can be combined in practical applications. Generally, there exist
two main solutions. One is modularization schemes, in which
a battery pack is divided into several modules, and a module
consists of several cells. Module-level and cell-level balancing
are designed for modules and cells, respectively. The same or
different balancing schemes can be used for modules and cells.
Another is the nonmodularization scheme. Usually, the basic
schemes (e.g., switched-capacitor scheme, switched-inductor
scheme) are combined to overcome the limitation of a single
scheme.

a) Modularization hybrid schemes: Recently, various
modularized balancing schemes have been reported. One is to
use the same scheme for module-level and cell-level balancing,
such as the schemes in [76], [83], [84], [85], [100], [115]–[119],
and [131], which is discussed in Sections IV-C1–IV-C4.

Another is to use different schemes for modules and cells,
which is discussed in the following. In [115], a hybrid scheme
consisting of multiwinding transformers and switched capaci-
tors was also presented, as shown in Fig. 15(a). Here, schemes
3B and 1A are used for cell-level and module-level balanc-
ing, respectively. Peng et al. [162] proposed a hybrid scheme
based on schemes 1C and 3C, as shown in Fig. 15(b). The

Fig. 16. Typical commercial BB ICs released by TIs and ADIs. (a) TIs’ battery
monitors and balancers [166]. (b) Typical application of ADI LTC3300 [169].
(c) Typical application of ADI LT8584 [170].

two-level buck–boost scheme and a centralized dc/dc converter
are used for cell-level and module-level balancing, respectively.
Similarly, Uno et al. [163], [164] presented a hybrid scheme
consisting of TI-RVMs and PS-SCCs. The TI-RVMs and PS-
SCCs are employed for cell-level and module-level balancing,
respectively.

b) Nonmodularization schemes: Besides the hybrid mod-
ularization schemes, basic balancing schemes can be combined
to optimize the performance. Liu et al. [165] proposed a series of
hybrid schemes based on SC converters and buck–boost convert-
ers. Referring to Fig. 15(c), an interleaved BB converter and an
SC converter are integrated, which results in the energy transfer
between adjacent cells and any cells. Similarly, a sequential
buck–boost converter and coupled buck–boost converter can be
combined with an SC converter, as shown in Fig. 15(d) and (e).

D. Typical Commercial and Industrial Solutions for BB

Nowadays, some commercial BMS ICs have integrated the
function of BB. Taking TIs’ BQ series as an example, Fig. 16(a)
shows the available products [166]. Usually, they are mainly
designed for voltage, current, and/or temperature monitoring
for batteries, called battery monitors and balancers. In some
ICs, the protection function has also been intergraded (e.g.,
BQ76940). Generally, a passive balancing scheme [cf., Fig. 4(d)]
is employed in these ICs, and balance FETs for each cell are
integrated into ICs. As discussed in Section IV-A, the drawback
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TABLE II
TYPICAL PATENTS ABOUT BB

of passive balancing is heat generation. A tradeoff between
balancing speed and heat generated should be considered.

Similar to TIs’ BQ series, ADI and NXP semiconductors
release some BMS ICs with battery monitoring and balanc-
ing functions. Typical products include ADI’s MAX17843/
MAX1785x [167] and NXP’s MC3377x series [168]. Although
some valuable functions have been integrated, such as Coulomb
counting (for SOC estimation) and battery temperature mea-
surements, passive balancing is used. Besides, ADI released
special ICs for BB, such as LTC3300 and LT8584 [169], [170].
Referring to the typical applications in Fig. 16(b) and (c), it is
found that active balancing [i.e., scheme 3C, cf., Fig. 12(d)] is
considered. Notice that the operation principles of these two
types of ICs are different. Although LTC3300 integrates the
monitoring function, an additional battery stack monitor IC
(LTC680x series) is needed.

Besides commercial products, some patents have been granted
or submitted in recent years [171], [172], [173], [174], [175],
[176], [177], [178], [179], [180], [181], [182], [183], [184].
Table II summarizes the typical patent schemes. It can be
seen that passive balancing still attracts the attention of some
enterprises. And some improved strategies based on Principles
I–IV have been presented. The implementations of these patent
solutions comply with the derivation principles in Table I, similar
schemes are labeled in Table II.

E. Discussions of Balancing Schemes

1) Comparison and Remarks: In [185] and [186], mathe-
matical models and simulation analysis are given to compare
the main balancing structures, where the balancing speed is
mainly in focus. Considering the number of circuit compo-
nents, balancing speed, balancing circuit efficiency, and control
strategy are important performance indexes, Tables III and IV
give a comprehensive comparison of them. Notice that patent
solutions are not considered in Tables III and IV due to a lack

Fig. 17. Calculation of balancing speed. (a) Example of SOC balancing for
two batteries. (b) Example of the relationship between SOC and battery voltage.

of detailed data. Here, the balancing speed α is calculated using
the maximum variation of SOC (ΔSOCmax) and the balancing
time Δt, as shown in Fig. 17(a), i.e.,

α = ΔSOCmax/Δt. (1)

Considering that SOC’s variations are not given in some liter-
ature, ΔSOCmax is derived from the relationship between SOC
and battery voltage [187], [188], [189], as shown in Fig. 17(b).
Notice that α is just used to conduct benchmarking, there is no
actual physical meaning and units. Referring to Tables III and
IV, some remarks are given as follows.

1) The passive balancing scheme in Fig. 4(d) has the ad-
vantage of low cost, low control complexity, and excel-
lent modularization. It is widely used in commercial and
industrial applications. However, energy dissipation will
reduce the efficiency and it may cause safety issues.

2) The derived schemes based on scheme 1A have the advan-
tage of low control complexity. However, the number of
energy transfer paths is relatively low, which results in the
balancing speed being relatively low. The derived schemes
based on scheme 2A are usually improved schemes of
scheme 1A, which can increase the energy transfer path
counts and balancing speed. However, the corresponding
component counts are increased, especially the number
of capacitors and MOSFETs. Moreover, the modulization
capabilities of SC-based schemes (based on schemes 1A
and 2A) are relatively poor. They are not suitable for
large-scale LIB systems.

3) The derived schemes of schemes 1B, 2B, and 3B are
mainly based on switched inductors and multiwinding
transformers. Usually, the balancing speed and modu-
larization capabilities are better than those of SC-based
schemes (based on schemes 1A and 2A). And the com-
plexity of control strategies is similar to that of SC-based
schemes. However, the volumes of inductors and trans-
formers are relatively large, which reduces their applica-
bility in high power density applications.

4) The derived schemes of schemes 1C, 2C, and 3C are
mainly based on dc/dc converters, which have received
extensive attention. The schemes in [77], [78], and [80]
(based on scheme 1C) are basic methods. However,
their balancing speeds are relatively low due to the
relatively low energy transfer path counts. This limitation
can be breakout by using multilayer structures [82],
modularized structures [83], [84], [85], and additional
energy transfer paths [81]. However, a larger amount of
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TABLE III
SUMMARY OF BALANCING SCHEMES BASED ON DERIVED METHODS 1A–2C
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TABLE IV
SUMMARY OF BALANCING SCHEMES BASED ON DERIVED METHODS 3B–5

circuit components is required. Similarly, the components
count of 2C and 3C-derived schemes is also relatively
high, in order to obtain a better balancing speed. Notice
that the scalability of converter-based schemes (based on
schemes 1C, 2C, and 3C) is usually better than those of

capacitor-based schemes (based on schemes 1A and 2A)
and magnetic element-based schemes (based on schemes
1B, 2B, and 3B), due to the design of capacitor matrices
and multiwinding transformers is usually dependent on
the battery cell counts.
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Fig. 18. Suggested balancing solution for LIB systems in EVs and ESPSs.

5) 4A and 4B-based schemes mainly refer to the VMs and
magnetic-integrated schemes. The schemes in [142] and
[143] (based on scheme 4A) utilize VM to realize the
balancing, which does not need an additional controller
for VM. However, the conversion efficiency is relatively
high due to diodes. Similarly, the integrated magnetic
schemes (based on scheme 4B) in [67], [146], and [147]
do not need additional controllers for balancing circuits.
However, the number of converters will be large if a
converter is designed for each cell.

6) The hybrid scheme mainly includes modularization and
nonmodularization schemes. Although nonmodulariza-
tion schemes can overcome some limitations of conven-
tional schemes, it is not suitable for large-scale energy
storage applications. The hybrid scheme can overcome
the limitation of one type of scheme, which has good
prospects.

2) Suggested Feasible Solutions: The key goal of employ-
ing a BB scheme in industrial applications is to obtain the
performance of high speed, high efficiency, low cost, and
low complexity. From the authors’ point of view, the passive
scheme and Principle I-based schemes (1A, 1B, and 1C) are
suitable for small-scale energy storage applications, such as
consumer electronics. For large-scale energy storage applica-
tions, such as EVs and ESPSs, modularization schemes are
recommended.

Fig. 18 shows the suggested solution for LIB systems in EVs
and ESPSs, which mainly includes two layers. Assuming that
a LIB pack is derived into several modules, the first layer uses
additional circuits to realize the balancing of cells (i.e., cell-level
balancing). The balancing schemes without complex circuits
and control strategies are recommended, such as the coupling-
capacitor scheme [90], and the multiwinding transformer-based
scheme [77], [78]. The second layer is used to realize the balanc-
ing of different modules (i.e., module-level balancing). In order
to reduce the complexity and cost, existing interface converters
are recommended to be utilized (i.e., 4C-based scheme), such
as chargers and load converters.

V. ONLINE MONITORING TECHNIQUES

PE-based online monitoring techniques mainly refer to
impedance measurement techniques for LIBs. In this section,
the basics of LIB impedance are introduced. Then, the existing

Fig. 19. Measurement method, typical spectrum, equivalent circuit, and
degradation phenomena revealed from EIS. (a) Typical measurement method.
(b) Typical EIS spectrum and equivalent circuit. (c) Typical physical and chem-
ical meanings in EIS spectrum. (d) Typical degradation phenomena revealed in
EIS.

PE-based schemes are discussed. Based on this, we give sug-
gested solutions for industrial applications.

A. Basics of LIB Impedance

1) Basic Principles: Generally, the impedance is related to
the internal physical and chemical processes of batteries, which
can provide the condition information of batteries, such as SOH,
SOC, and fault [190]. Fig. 19(a) shows a typical measurement
scheme of a battery impedance [191].

Usually, a low-amplitude excitation signal ibat(f), including
sinusoidal signal [192], square wave signal [193], PRS [194],
etc., is injected into a battery, and the impedance z(f) at a given
frequency f is calculated as

z(f) = vbat (f)/ibat (f) (2)

where vbat(f) represents the response signal at f.
An EIS of batteries can be obtained by measuring the

impedance at different frequencies (i.e., broadband impedance).
A typical EIS of LIBs is shown at the top of Fig. 19(b), where
Zreal and Zim, respectively, represent the real part and imaginary
part of z(f) in the complex domain, i.e.,

z(f) = Zreal (f) + j · Zim (f) . (3)
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Fig. 20. State estimation procedure of LIBs.

Generally, the EIS can be divided into three regions, i.e.,
ohmic region, midfrequency region, and low-frequency re-
gion. The corresponding frequency range and typical physi-
cal/chemical meanings are summarized in Fig. 19(c). It should
be noted that the high-frequency inductive behavior usually does
not provide useful information of batteries, which is ignored
in Fig. 19(b). Moreover, considering different chemistries and
aging mechanisms, the midfrequency region can be indicated
as a singular arc or two arcs, as shown in the top of Fig. 19(b)
[195], [196].

Furthermore, the bottom of Fig. 19(b) shows a typical equiva-
lent circuit of batteries, composed of an ohmic resistance Rohm,
two ZARC elements Zarc1 and Zarc2, and a Warburg element
Zw. Here, a ZARC element is composed of resistance and a
CPE connected in parallel. The EIS can be used to characterize
the degradation phenomena of Li-ion batteries. Typical degra-
dation phenomena revealed in different frequency regions are
summarized in Fig. 19(d).

2) EIS-Based State Estimation: Due to the EIS being related
to the internal physical and chemical processes of batteries, it
can be used to analyze the status information of batteries, such
as SOH and SOC. Fig. 20 shows the typical state estimation
procedure of batteries. It mainly includes two steps, i.e., BIM
(Step I) and status estimation (Step II).

Step I mainly includes two categories. One is the offline
measurement method, which depends on industrial instruments,
including electrochemical workstations, spectrum analyzers,
impedance analyzers, etc. Although the measurement accuracy
of offline methods is relatively high, the tested battery must be
dismantled from applications. It cannot realize the real-time BIM
of batteries. Another is the online measurement method, which
has attracted great attention. It utilizes the existing PE devices
in applications to realize the BIM (i.e., PE-based method),
which does not need additional expensive measurement devices.
Moreover, it can realize real-time measurement facilitates for the
application in practice, which will be detailed discussed in the
next part.

Based on the measured EIS, some important status informa-
tion of batteries can be estimated (i.e., Step II), such as SOH,
SOC, temperature, and overcharge [197], [198], [199], [200],
[201]. Fig. 21(a) shows an example of EIS variation with the
degradation of an LIB. Generally, the health factors (HFs) of
batteries can be extracted from EIS, as shown in the example
in Fig. 21(b). Similarly, the EIS is changed when the SOC,
temperature, etc. are charged. Fig. 21(c)–(f) show the effect of

Fig. 21. Example of EIS based status estimation of LIBs. (a) Example of SOH
variation [197]. (b) Example of HFs [198]. (c) Example of SOC variation [197].
(d) Example of temperature variation [199]. (e) Example of voltage variation
[200]. (f) Example of micro internal short circuit [201].

SOC, temperature, overcharge, and internal micro short circuit
on EIS. Moreover, the EIS can also be used to identify the
degradation patterns and internal materials of batteries. Notice
that the relationships between EIS and state information (e.g.,
SOH, SOC, temperature, etc.) of batteries vary with different
kinds of batteries. There are no unit criteria to judge the status of
batteries. Usually, a large amount of test data (e.g., open-access
dataset—Panasonic 18650PF Li-ion battery data [202], [203])
and some state-of-the-art algorithms (e.g., machine learning
algorithms [204], [205]) are used to obtain the relationship
between EIS and battery status, which is not in the focus of
this article.

B. Derivation of PE-Based BIM Methods

Referring to Fig. 19(a), the key to online BIM is to obtain
excitation signals and measure the response of batteries at differ-
ent frequencies. In PE-based schemes, the wideband excitation
signals are generated by PE components or systems instead of
industrial instruments, which can be implemented real-online
or quasi-online (monitoring under special conditions, such as
shutdown). From implementation perspective, the PE-based
methods can be divided into three types. One is to realize the BIM
using the existing interface converters (Type A), such as battery
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TABLE V
DERIVATION OF PE-BASED BIM METHODS

chargers, and load converters. Another is to use the existing cell
balancing circuits (Type B). Moreover, additional PE circuits
can be designed to realize the BIM (Type C).

Furthermore, four main categories of principles are generally
used to generate the excitation signals for BIM. One is based on
self-generated multifrequency signals of PE circuits during nor-
mal operation periods, such as ripples and harmonics (Principle
I). Another is to add perturbation signals on reference points
(Principle II) and duty cycles (Principle III) when converters
normally operate, in order to generate broadband excitation
voltage/current on batteries. Moreover, it is also feasible to
control the existing PE circuits used as an excitation source
(Principle IV). Here, the PE circuits are out of normal operation.

Based on the three types of circuits and four categories of
signal generation principles, the PE-Based BIM methods can be
derived, as shown in Table V. There exist 11 derived methods.

1) Derived Methods Based on Type A: The methods A1–A4
are based on the existing interface circuits, which are illustrated
using the examples in Figs. 22(a)–(d).

Method A1 uses an existing multifrequency signal in systems
to estimate BIM, a typical implementation example is shown in
Fig. 22(a) [206]. Here, a battery pack is used to feed an ASD
system, which is common in EV drive systems. Generally, the
main traction current ibat was frequently variation due to driver
or controller response, which causes the battery voltage vbat
fluctuates. Referring to (2), the battery impedance at different
frequencies can be calculated using the time–frequency analysis
algorithms, such as FFT, then to obtain the EIS.

Different from method A1 which utilizes the existing signal
characteristics, methods A2 and A3 generate the excitation
signals by adding perturbation to the control of power converters.
Fig. 22(b) shows an implementation example of method A2
[207]. Here, a small ac perturbation signal Vref, ac is added to the
steady-state reference point Vref,dc, which results in generating
a perturbation superimposed over the battery voltage vbat and
battery current ibat. Similarly, the broadband excitation signal
on vbat and ibat can be generated by adding a perturbation to the
steady-state duty cycle (method A3), as shown in the example in
Fig. 22(c) [208]. Notice that the types of perturbation signals in
Fig. 22(b) and (c) are different. Generally, the sinusoidal, square
wave, and PRS signals are feasible. Moreover, the perturbation
signal is added to the voltage reference in Fig. 22(b), it can also
be added to the current reference.

Methods A1–A3 generate the excitation signal during the
normal operation period of interface converters. Besides, the
converters can be designed as a special excitation source, which
operates out of normal operation (A4). Fig. 22(d) shows an
implementation example of method A4 [209]. Here, a DAB
converter is designed to operate in an ac mode to generate
ac disturbance on batteries, which is different from its normal
operation status (dc mode).

2) Derived Methods Based on Type B: Methods B1–B4 are
based on the existing cell balance circuits, which are derived
from Principles I to IV, respectively.

Method B1 utilizes the self-generated excitation signal of
cell balancing circuits to realize the BIM. Fig. 22(e) shows an
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Fig. 22. Implementation examples of derived methods. (a) Example of method A1 [206]. (b) Example of method A2 [207]. (c) Example of method A3 [208].
(d) Example of method A4 [209]. (e) Example of method B1 [210]. (f) Example of method B2 [211]. (g) Example of method B4 [213]. (h) Example of method C1
[214].

implementation example of method B1 [210]. Here, a switched
capacitor balancing circuit is used to realize the cell balancing
and the perturbation signal generation. Usually, the perturbation
signal on batteries is generated due to the charging or discharging
of unbalanced batteries, as shown at the bottom of Fig. 22(e).

Similar to methods A2 and A3, methods B2 and B3 generate
the excitation signals by adding a perturbation to the control
of balancing circuits. Fig. 22(f) shows an implementation ex-
ample of method B2 [211]. Here, a switched inductor ladder
converter is used, and the voltage difference Δv is chosen as
a control variable to realize the voltage balancing of different
cells. Usually, Δv is controlled as 0 in a nominal balancing
mode. Also, an ac perturbation is added to the reference point
in BIM mode to generate the excitation on batteries. Similarly,
the implementation method B3 [212] is similar to those in B2
and A3, which are not shown in Fig. 22.

Fig. 22(g) shows the implementation example of method B4
[213]. Here, the balancing function is not enabled. A perturba-
tion signal is added to the control of balancing circuits, in order
to generate the broadband elicitation signals on batteries.

3) Derived Methods Based on Type C: Referring to Table
V, there exist three derived methods based on additional cir-
cuits. Here, the PE circuits are specifically designed for BIM.
Fig. 22(h) shows an implementation example of method C1
[214]. Here, an inverter is used to generate the excitation on
batteries. Besides, additional circuits can also generate broad-
band perturbation through control (i.e., methods C2 and C3),
which are similar to methods A2, A3, B2, and B3.

C. Application of PE-Based BIM Methods

1) Implementation of BIM Based on Interface Converters:
a) Based on method A1: As discussed in Fig. 22(a), the

multifrequency signal in ASD can be used to realize the BIM
of batteries [206], which is based on method A1. Similarly,
the same method is used to measure the broadband impedance
of fuel cells [215]. It should be noted that the PE circuits
connected with batteries in [206] and [215] are voltage-source
inverters. Usually, there exist multifrequency band signals on
voltage and current (e.g., fundamental, harmonic, and ripples),
which can be used to analyze the battery impedance at different
frequencies. Different from that, Bayati et al. [216] proposed a
battery charger based on SRC charging–discharging methods,
as shown in Fig. 23(a). Here, the dc stage consists of two parts.
The left one generates dc current idc, which reference is idc,r =
I0. The right one generates ac current, whose reference is iac,r =
I1cos(2πfct). I0 and I1 are constant amplitudes, and fc represents
the frequency of ac current. Notice that the voltage loop of dc
stage is not shown in Fig. 23(a). The dc and ac parts work act as
independent current sources until the battery reaches maximum
voltage. Then, one part works as a voltage source, and the other
one is turned OFF.

b) Based on methods A2: Fig. 22(b) shows an implemen-
tation example of method A2 [207]. Here, a pulse waveform
perturbation Vac,r is added to the voltage reference Vdc,r of
an interface converter, i.e., buck–boost converter, which results
in perturbations appearing on the battery voltage and current.
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Fig. 23. A4-based schemes. (a) SRC charging–discharging schemes [216].
(b) Modulated current reference during diagnosis modes [232]. (c) Dual-mode
circuit-based scheme [233].

By applying an FFT analysis, the broadband impedance can be
estimated using (2). Based on [207], the same authors further
presented a multifrequency step perturbation scheme [217],
which implementation is similar to that in [207]. However, the
perturbation waveform is slightly different. Besides the square
waveform perturbation, the triangular waveform [218], and mul-
tisine signal [219] can also be used for BIM.

Notice that the above schemes’ perturbation signals are added
into voltage loops. The interface converters are basic buck/boost
converters. Generally, the perturbation can also be added to
current loops [219], [220], [221], [222], [223], and other types of
interface converters are also feasible, such as full-bridge–phase
shift–zero-voltage switching (FB-PS-ZVS) converters [222] and
interleaved dc/dc converters [223].

c) Based on method A3: Generally, method A3 is similar
to method A2, but the perturbation signal is added in the duty
cycle, as shown in Fig. 22(c). Referring to Fig. 22(c), a sinusoidal
perturbation is added to the steady-state duty cycle of a dc/dc
converter [208]. Similarly, the square wave [214], multisine
[225], [226], and WN [227] signals can also be used, whose
implementations are similar to that in Fig. 22(c).

d) Based on methods A4: The interface converters operate
in normal mode in the abovementioned schemes. Unlike that,
the converters operate in open-loop or special operation mode
in A4-based schemes.

In [228], a sinusoidal perturbation was added to the open-loop
duty cycle of interface converters to generate the perturbation
signals on batteries’ voltage and current. Here, the interface
converters are operated in an open-loop mode. Considering that

the open-loop mode is not popular in actual applications, Choi
et al. [229], [230] add a sinusoidal perturbation voltage to the
reference voltage of converters after the charge of batteries, i.e.,
relaxation time. Here, the output current of converters is close
to 0, the converters work out of normal operation.

Besides, a dual-mode controlled converter has been widely
used for BIM, which includes a normal mode and a diagnosis
mode. Referring to the example shown in Fig. 22(d), the current
reference is set as sinusoidal when the converter works in diag-
nostic mode [209]. Although it realizes the BIM without adding
dc bias on the excitation current, the converter operates away
from the normal working mode (i.e., dc mode). Different from
that, the operating points of converters are designed to be close
to the normal working statues in [231]. In [231], an open-loop
ac signal superimposed on a dc bias was applied to the PWM
modulator of dc/dc converters when the converter operates in
diagnosis mode, which results in fuel cells’ voltage and current
fluctuation. Similarly, the voltage or current reference can be
modulated during diagnosis modes [232], as shown in Fig. 23(b).
Based on the sampled current ibat and an alternating current
reference ir,ac, a proportional controller is used to generate the
duty cycle perturbation Δd, in order to generate the perturbation
on batteries.

Furthermore, a dual-mode circuit-based scheme is used to
realize the BIM [233], as shown in Fig. 23(c). In diagnostic
mode, the converter output is switched and begins supplying an
LDO regulator. Simultaneously, the operating point is instead
operating by a DIBS signal superposition dc current. Then,
the converter operates near the normal operating point. The
corresponding excitation signals on the batteries’ voltage and
current are shown in the right of Fig. 23(c).

2) Implementation of BIM Based on Balancing Circuits and
Additional Converters: Although a balancing circuit can be used
for BIM, it is not widely used in actual applications. Only a
few kinds of literature report the balancing circuits-based BIM
schemes. The typical implementation schemes of methods B1
[210], B3 [212], and B4 [213] are shown in Fig. 22.

For method B2, besides the discussed schemes in Fig. 22(f),
Gong et al. [234], [235] proposed a linear MOSFET scheme
for cell selection-based balancing systems (i.e., scheme 4C in
Section IV), as shown in the top of Fig. 24(a). Assuming that
one cell is selected to feed energy to loads, the equivalent circuit
is shown at the bottom of Fig. 24(a). Here, the cell selection
unit equals a MOSFET Qshunt, and the perturbation signal is
injected into the system by adjusting the reference of driving
voltage vpwm. Notice that the SuperC (Csup) unit reduces the
input ripple of dc/dc converters during the measuring stage. The
detailed waveforms are shown in Fig. 24(b). Koseoglou et al.
[236] proposed a similar scheme, as shown in Fig. 24(c). Here,
the parallel-connected MOSFET is controlled as a controllable
current source. The perturbation current iEIS,n of the nth cell is
added to the battery current iEQ,n to generate perturbation on
the battery cell.

Similar to method B, only a few kinds of scheme C are
presented in actual applications. For example, in [214] and [237],
an additional dc–ac converter is used to generate a sinusoidal
disturbance signal on batteries (i.e., method C1), as shown in
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Fig. 24. Balancing circuit-based BIM schemes. (a) Equivalent circuit of cell
selection-based balancing systems [234], [235]. (b) BIM waveforms [234],
[235]. (c) Dissipative balancing circuit-based scheme [236].

Fig. 25. Auxiliary circuit-based BIM schemes [238]. (a) Schematic diagram.
(b) Auxiliary circuit.

Fig. 22(h). Different from that, Dam and John [238] proposed
an auxiliary circuit-based scheme, as shown in Fig. 25(a).

An auxiliary converter and a bypass relay are integrated
with a conventional charge–discharge converter. The schematic
diagram of the auxiliary converter is shown in Fig. 25(b), which
includes a PIC and an SIC. The relay is kept open during the BIM
stage, and the auxiliary converter is enabled. Then, the SuperC
discharges through the SIC, generating an ac perturbation signal
from the PIC.

D. Single-Point Impedance-Based Monitoring Techniques

The aforementioned schemes in Sections V-C–V-D are de-
signed for BIM. Besides that, single-point impedance (especially
high-frequency impedance) can also be used for the condition
monitoring of batteries.

Moral et al. [239] demonstrated that the internal resistance
Rbat of batteries at a given excitation frequency is approxi-
mately linearly correlated with its temperature, as shown in
Fig. 26(a). Based on this, a switching harmonics-based battery
temperature estimation scheme was presented for buck–boost
converter-based battery systems [cf., Fig. 22(b)]. Referring to
Fig. 26(b), resistance Rbat,n of batteries at the frequency of nth
harmonic is obtained based on the calculation of impedance
Zbat,n. Then, temperature Tbat is estimated using the linear

Fig. 26. Single-point impedance-based monitoring schemes. (a) Battery resis-
tance (@15 kHz) versus battery temperature [239]. (b) Harmonic-based battery
temperature estimation procedure [239]. (c) Equivalent circuit of a switched-
capacitor balancing system [240]. (d) Voltage and current waveforms of batteries
in an SC system during a switching instant [240]. (e) TSEP characteristic of a
battery at an ultra-high frequency [244]. (f) PWM switching oscillation in a
battery system [244].

relationship, i.e.,

Tbat = (Rbat,n −Rbat,n,0)/(Rbat,n,0αbat) + T0 (4)

where Rbat,n,0 is the measured resistance of Rbat,n at the room
temperature T0 and αbat is the temperature coefficient. Gener-
ally, Rbat,n,0 andαbat can be measured during a commissioning
process.

Based on (4), Moral et al. [240] further proposed an SC bal-
ancing circuit-based temperature monitoring scheme. Fig. 26(c)
shows the equivalent circuit of an SC system, where a Thèvenin
model represents the battery. Ri represents the total internal
resistance of batteries, RD and CD are the dynamic performance
parameters, CSOC represents the battery capacity, CBE and SBE

represent the capacitor and power switch in the SC circuit,
respectively, and tsw is the switching instant of SBE. As discussed
in [241], [242], and [243], the parameters of an RC circuit can be
identified based on the transient response of systems. Similarly,
the resistance Ri is calculated as

Ri = |vbat (tsw−)− vbat (tsw+)|/ibat (tsw+) (5)

where vbat (tsw-) is the voltage before tsw. vbat (tsw+) and ibat
(tsw+) represent the voltage and current after tsw, respectively.

Similarly, Xiang et al. [244] demonstrated that a battery is
equivalent to a series RL circuit at ultra-high frequencies (i.e.,
10 kHz–1 MHz), as shown in the top of Fig. 26(e). Xeq,in

and Req,in represent the equivalent reactance and resistance
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TABLE VI
TYPICAL PATENTS ABOUT ONLINE EIS MEASUREMENT

of the internal battery, respectively, and Xt and Rt represent
the equivalent reactance and resistance of external terminals,
respectively. It is found that the battery temperature is linearly
related to a thermal-sensitive electric parameter (i.e., TSEP =
Req,in/Xeq,in) at ultra-high frequencies, as shown in the bottom
of Fig. 26(e). Based on this, Xiang et al. proposed an PWM
switching oscillations-based scheme for a buck–boost system,
as shown in Fig. 26(f). The battery temperature can be estimated
by analyzing the high-frequency switching oscillations in the
battery-capacitor loop.

E. Typical Commercial and Industrial Solutions for EIS
Measurement

Recently, some commercial ICs [245] and patent solutions
[246] have been released for EIS measurement. However, they
are offline schemes, which are similar to that of industrial instru-
ments. Considering this issue, some patent solutions for online
EIS measurement have been presented [247], [248], [249], [251],
as summarized in Table VI.

It can be seen that the implementations of these patent solu-
tions comply with the derivation principles in Table V, and A2-
and A3-based schemes are popular. For the solutions reported in
[247], [248], [249], and [250], similar schemes can be found in
Section V-B, which are summarized in Table VI. For the solution
reported in [251], the structure of the switching circuit is similar
to the CSN in Fig. 12(a). However, the functions are different.

F. Discussion of Online Monitoring Techniques

1) Comparison and Remarks: As discussed above, PE-based
online monitoring mainly refers to online impedance mea-
surement, including broadband and single-point impedance
measurements.

Table VII summarizes the PE-based BIM schemes for LIB
systems, whereΔIm, Idc,ΔVm, Vdc,ΔVm/Vdc, and Nf represent
the peak-to-peak value of maximum perturbation current, dc
current, nominal battery voltage, ratio of ΔVm and Vdc, number
of frequency components. Considering there is a lack of detailed
data for patent solutions, Table VII has not summarized them.
Brief remarks are given as follows.

1) A1-based scheme utilizes the existing ripples, harmon-
ics, and noise to obtain the EIS, which is easily im-
plemented. However, the amplitude and frequency of
signals used for EIS are limited by the mission profile
and type of converters. The LIB systems with abun-
dant frequency information are suitable, such as mo-
tor drives [206] and inverters [215]. Otherwise, a spe-
cial operation mode of interface converters should be
designed [216].

2) A2- and A3-based schemes add perturbation to the refer-
ence point and duty cycle of interface converters, which are
very popular. In [207], [208], [217], [218], [222], [223],
and [224], single-frequency sinusoidal, square wave, and
triangular perturbation signals are used. Although they
can realize the BIM measurement, they are relatively
complex by adjusting the perturbation frequency every
time. Considering this issue, perturbation signals with
multifrequency information are employed in [219], [220],
[221], and [227]. However, the relatively small amplitude
of the perturbation signal is the main challenge. Addi-
tional instrumentation with offset clipping and amplifying
circuits is usually required to improve the measurement
precision [221].

3) Similar to A2- and A3-based schemes, A4-based schemes
utilize single-frequency and multifrequency perturbation
to realize the BIM. However, the interface converters op-
erate under abnormal conditions, such as open-loop mode
[228] and diagnostic mode [209], [231], [232], [233],
which reduce these schemes’ applicability.

4) In [210], the operating waveforms of SC circuits are used
to obtain EIS (B1-based scheme). However, it is difficult to
realize in actual applications, due to the balancing process
being relatively slow and its duration being very long.

5) In [211] and [212], additional perturbations are injected
into the reference point (B2-based scheme) and controller
(B3-based scheme) of balancing circuits, which are similar
to those in schemes A2 and A3. In [234], [235], and
[236], the MOSFETs in the balancing circuits are linearly
controlled during balancing processes, in order to form
disturbance in voltage and current. However, the ampli-
tude of perturbation is relatively small, which increases
the difficulty of the sampling circuits. Moreover, specially
designed drivers are required to realize the linear control
of MOSFETs.

6) In [213], variable duty cycle signals are used to drive the
MOSFETs of balancing circuits (B4-based scheme), in order
to form disturbance on battery voltage and current. How-
ever, the system operates in an open loop. The applicability
is relatively weak.

7) Although it is feasible to design a BIM scheme based on
additional PE circuits (C1-, C2-, and C3-based schemes),
the cost and complexity are relatively high. Few pieces of
literature focus on this point [214].

Generally, the single-point impedance-based monitoring
techniques [239], [240] are simpler than that of BIM schemes.
However, relatively little information on LIBs is reflected by
single-point impedance. It should be considered in actual appli-
cations.
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TABLE VII
SUMMARY OF PE-BASED BIM SCHEMES

2) Suggested Feasible Solutions: As discussed above, PE-
based monitoring schemes mainly refer to online impedance
measurement. From complexity perspective, single-point
impedance-based monitoring schemes [240], [244] are recom-
mended in actual applications, such as EVs and ESPSs. How-
ever, the relationship between single-point impedance and the
health status of LIBs should be further investigated.

For BIM, suggested solutions are given in the following.
1) Considering abundant frequency information (including

ripple, harmonic, and loading profile) in LIBs-feed ASD
systems, A1-based schemes are recommended in these
applications, such as EVs.

2) For the applications without abundant frequency infor-
mation, such as ESPSs, specially designed chargers are

recommended to realize the functions of charging and
BIM. Moreover, A2- and A3-based schemes are also rec-
ommended. Here, multisine and chirp waveforms are sug-
gested for perturbation injection, because multifrequency
perturbation signal can be sampled during one time of
measurement.

VI. LIFETIME IMPROVEMENT TECHNIQUES

Usually, LIBs experience variable loading profiles with dif-
ferent frequencies in actual applications, which mainly include
high-frequency ripple caused by PEs and low-frequency fluctu-
ation caused by charging and discharging. The effects of ripples
and charging/discharging strategies on the lifetime of batteries,
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Fig. 27. Effect of an ac ripple on the degradation of batteries. (a) Current ripple
of one-battery cell in a cascaded H-bridge system [257]. (b) Current profile of
aging experiments in [257]. (c) Inner resistance versus aging time for 18650BD
cells [257]. (d) Capacity degradation versus cycle frequency for UF103450P
cells [258].

as well as the lifetime improvement techniques are discussed in
this section.

A. Effect of Current Ripples on LIB’s Lifetime

Generally, the lifetime of batteries is affected by the rms
value of current [252]. Many efforts have demonstrated that the
high-frequency (greater than 10 Hz) ripples [253], [254], [255]
and harmonics [256] caused by PEs almost have no adverse
influence on the degradation of LIBs when the rms values of
ripples/harmonics equal to a dc current.

However, the ac current at a low frequency (lower than
10 Hz) would accelerate the degradation of batteries [252].
Taking an EV-used cascaded H-bridge system as an example,
Fig. 27(a) shows the current ripple of one battery cell [257].
In order to verify the effects of ripples on the degradation of
batteries, charge/discharge experiments are taken for Panasonic
NCR 18650BD cells. Fig. 27(b) shows the profile of the aging
experiment in [257], where the ripple indicator represents the
ac current shown in Fig. 27(a). In experiments, all of the tested
cells have the same profile during the charging and relaxation
stages. However, the tested waveforms during discharging stage
are different. Fig. 27(c) shows the aging results for three cells
with dc current and ac current stresses respectively, where the
inner resistance represents the 200-ms dc resistance at 80%
SOC. It can be seen that there is no effect of the switching-
frequency ripples on the degradation of batteries. Furthermore,
taking square-wave stress as an example, Fig. 27(d) shows
the capacity degradation trend versus cycle frequency, where the
type of battery is Sanyo UF103450P [258]. It is found that the
capacity degradation ratios are significant at frequencies below
10 Hz. The ac ripples have almost no adverse effect on batteries
when their frequencies are higher than 100 Hz. Therefore, it

Fig. 28. Different current modes and main conclusions from charging exper-
iments. (a) CC-CV, SRC, and PC-CV modes [266]. (b) PCCC, NPC, APC, and
ASRC modes [267]. (c) Main conclusions from charging experiments.

should avoid low frequencies in the design of PEs for battery
systems.

B. Effect of Charging Strategies on LIB’s Lifetime and
Optimization Techniques

1) Effect of Charging Strategies on Batteries’ Performance:
PE converters are widely used for battery charging [259], [260].
Nowadays, various charging strategies have been designed for
batteries [261], [262], such as CC-CV charging [263], PC charg-
ing [264], and SRC charging [265]. Generally, the lifetime of a
battery is affected by the charging strategy. In order to analyze
the effect of charging modes on the safety of batteries, Islam
and Park [266] investigated the heat loss of the CC-CV strategy,
SRC-CV strategy, and pulse current-constant voltage (PC-CV)
strategy, as shown in Fig. 28(a). The experimental results demon-
strate that the temperature rise of batteries for PC-CV mode is
more significant than those of SRC-CV and CC-CV modes. For
CC-CV mode, the temperature rise of batteries is the lowest. It
is concluded that the temperature rise is mainly dependent on
the rms current.

Furthermore, Huang et al. [267] systematically investigated
the effect of PC and SRC charging on batteries. Besides the
charging profiles shown in Fig. 28(a), the PCCC, NPC, APC,
and ASRC modes are considered, as shown in Fig. 28(b). The
main conclusions are shown in Fig. 28(c), which are summarized
in the following.

1) The maximum rising temperature ΔT of batteries is
mainly dependent on the rms current, which is not related
to the average value of charging profiles.

2) The charging speedα is mainly dependent on the charging
current rate, which is not related to the shape of charging
profiles.

3) In the tested frequency band (1 Hz to 10 kHz), a lower fre-
quency of PC and SRC would result in a higher discharging
capacity, a higher rising temperature, and a longer charg-
ing time.
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Fig. 29. Charging optimization techniques. (a) CT-CV charging [271].
(b) Electrochemical-based charging [272]. (c) Electrothermal-aging-based
charging [273].

From the perspective of safety, it is essential to reduce the
temperature rise of batteries, i.e., reducing the rms value of the
charging current. However, it may reduce other performances of
batteries (e.g., charging speed). Therefore, a tradeoff between
safety, speed, etc., should be considered.

2) Charging Optimization Techniques: Some efforts have
been made to optimize the safety of batteries during charging
[262]. From the perspective of dependence on the battery model,
there are three main methods.

One is the model-free method (i.e., Type I). Here, the internal
physical and electrochemical characteristics of batteries are
not considered. The charging strategies were optimized based
on experiments. Generally, most of the charging optimization
techniques are based on Type I [262], such as optimal-frequency
SRC charging [268] and multistage constant-current charging
[269]. Although various charging profiles have been designed,
the essence is based on the conclusions in Fig. 28(c). Notice that
the findings in [267] are drawn by aging experiment of pulsed
and sinusoidal current from 1 Hz to 1 kHz. In [270], the same
authors further found that the low-frequency pulsed current (less
than 1 Hz) can extend the lifetime of batteries. However, the
effect of charging speed is not considered. On the other hand, in
most of the charging schemes, the temperature of batteries is not
controlled. Regarding this issue, Patnaik et al. [271] proposed a
CT-CV charging technique, which can control the temperature
of batteries, as shown in Fig. 29(a).

Another is based on the electrochemical characteristics, i.e.,
the electrochemical-based method (i.e., Type II). Lee and Park
[272] proposed an electrochemical state-based sinusoidal rip-
ple current charging technique, which includes three stages,

Fig. 30. Battery lifetime extension technique in a DC MG [275].

as shown in Fig. 29(b). In the first stage, the starting point
of lithium plating is evaluated by monitoring the real part
of the impedance in the first sequence due to lithium plating
that may negatively affect a battery’s lifetime and charging
speed. The optimal ripple magnitude can be obtained based
on the starting point of lithium plating. In the second stage,
the optimal charging frequency is detected by sweeping the ac
current frequency to obtain the minimum ohmic resistance. In
the third stage, the optimal magnitude and frequency references
are applied to the charging current to obtain an optimal charging
performance.

Although electrochemical models can provide internal elec-
trochemical signals of batteries, thermal and aging effects are
not considered. Considering this issue, Hu et al. [273] and Liu
et al. [274] built an electrothermal-aging coupling model for
18650 Li-ion cells, as shown in Fig. 29(c). Then, optimiza-
tion algorithms (e.g., particle swarm optimization algorithm
[273] and ensemble multiobjective biogeography-based opti-
mization algorithm [274]) are used to find the optimal charging
parameters.

In summary, the performance of the electrothermal-aging-
based charging strategy is better. However, its complexity is
relatively high.

C. Operation Optimization Strategies

Besides designing a particular charging strategy, the current
stress of batteries can be adjusted in operating stages, in order
to improve the battery lifetime.

Yan et al. [275] proposed a battery lifetime extension scheme
for batteries in a stand-alone MG system, as shown in Fig. 30.
By employing a fuzzy-logic-based controller, the PV reserve
power and battery SOC information are used to adjust the battery
charging current, in order to reduce the current stress of batteries
during charging. Moreover, the PV system is used primarily, in
order to avoid the continuous charging/discharging operation of
batteries, further extending the battery lifetime.
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TABLE VIII
TYPICAL PATENTS ABOUT LIFETIME IMPROVEMENT

D. Typical Commercial and Industrial Solutions
for Lifetime Improvement

For lifetime improvement techniques, the schemes discussed
in Sections VI-B and IV-C are almost not found in commer-
cial products. Fortunately, some attractive solutions have been
presented in patents, as summarized in Table VIII. Generally,
two main types of methods are considered. One is to adjust
the charging/discharging strategies [276], [277], and the idea is
similar to that of Fig. 29. Another is to reduce the utilization of
batteries [278], [279], [280], and the idea is similar to that of
Fig. 30.

E. Discussions of Lifetime Improvement Schemes

Referring to Sections VI-A–IV-D, brief remarks are given as
follows.

1) Generally, the high-frequency ripples (greater than 10 Hz)
generated by PE devices almost have no adverse effects
on LIB’s lifetime, without considering the rms current.
However, low-frequency ripple (lower than 10 Hz) should
be avoided in the design of PE devices for LIB systems.

2) From the perspective of charging strategies, electro-
thermal-aging-based charging [273], [274] strategies have
significant advantages when compared with traditional
charging schemes. However, some efforts should be made
to reduce the complexity.

3) From the perspective of operation strategies (mainly in-
cluding charging and discharging), it is better to reduce
the use of LIBs, i.e., the charging and discharging process.
However, it is only suitable for some special applications
where other power sources exist to replace LIBs, such as
PV and battery storage systems. For some applications
without an alternative power source, it is better to design
an operational strategy to reduce the electrothermal stress
of LIBs [273], [274].

VII. CONCLUSION

This article presents an overview of PE-based safety enhance-
ment techniques for LIBs from the battery management perspec-
tive. First, feasible PE-based solutions have been summarized,
and the discussion of protection techniques is given. Second,
the main design principles of BB techniques are summarized.
Accordingly, the balancing schemes are derived, and the existing

schemes for LIBs are reviewed and discussed. Third, the basic
principles of battery impedance are discussed. Then, the design
principles of PE-based impedance measurement for LIBs are
summarized. Based on this, the feasible schemes are derived
and reviewed. Fourth, the effect of current ripples and charging
strategies are discussed. Then, the main charging optimization
strategies and operation strategies are discussed.

Based on this literature review, the suggested feasible solu-
tions for industrial applications, future research challenges, and
research opportunities are summarized in the following.

A. Suggested Feasible Solutions

The key goal of employing a PE-based safety enhancement
technique for LIBs in industrial applications is to maximumly
reduce the complexity of software and hardware.

1) For battery protection techniques, protection circuits using
the state-of-the-art linear FET are recommended [e.g., see
Fig. 2(d)], which can realize the functions of disconnect
protection and load inrush current protection at the same
time.

2) For BB techniques, it is recommended to use the dissi-
pative scheme and Principle I-based schemes (1A, 1B,
and 1C) for small-scale energy storage applications, such
as consumer electronics. For large-scale energy storage
applications (e.g., EVs and ESPSs) with several mod-
ules/packs and a large number of cells, it is suggested to re-
alize the module-level and pack-level balancing using the
existing interface converters (e.g., chargers and converter
loads). Moreover, the schemes without complex circuits
and control strategies are recommended for cell-level bal-
ancing, e.g., the coupling-capacitor scheme [90], and the
multiwinding transformer-based scheme [97], [98].

3) For online monitoring techniques, it is suggested to uti-
lize the existing frequency information (including ripple,
harmonic, and loading profile) of PE circuits to estimate
the single-point impedance and broadband impedance.
Generally, A1-based schemes are recommended for the
applications with abundant frequency information, such
as EVs. Specially designed chargers with perturbation
signals (A2- and A3-based schemes) are suggested for ap-
plications without abundant frequency information, such
as ESPSs.

4) For lifetime improvement techniques, it is better to de-
velop an electrothermal-aging-based charging strategy
and operation strategy, e.g., the schemes reported in [273]
and [274].

B. Challenges

Although the safety of LIBs can be enhanced through some PE
solutions, the LIBs’ intrinsic safety should be further improved
using state-of-the-art manufacturing techniques [11]. PEs tech-
nology only can improve the safety of LIBs in the application
phase. The challenges are given in the following.

1) For battery protection and balancing techniques, addi-
tional hardware cost and complex control strategies would
limit their applications in LIB systems. Moreover, power



8948 IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON POWER ELECTRONICS, VOL. 38, NO. 7, JULY 2023

loss, heat radiation, and reliability issues caused by addi-
tional protection and balancing circuits may threaten the
LIB system’s security.

2) For online monitoring techniques, the relationship be-
tween EIS and health indicators of LIBs has not been
investigated clearly. Although some numerical relations
can be found (e.g., Fig. 21), there is a lack of a representa-
tive model for LIBs with different parameters. Moreover,
there exists additional hardware costs, software costs, or
external interference for EIS measurement.

3) For lifetime improvement techniques, the largest chal-
lenge is to use complex control strategies in actual ap-
plications, as well as to design simple optimal strategies
with good performance.

C. Opportunities

From the perspective of PE research, the opportunities can be
listed as follows.

1) Design of emerging protection and balancing topologies
with fewer components and complexity, as well as cor-
responding control strategies. Emerging wide bandgap
devices can be considered as they are efficient [281].

2) Design commercial and industrial products with low cost
and high reliability for active BB, online EIS measure-
ment, and lifetime improvement.

3) Reliability evaluation and optimization for PE devices
in LIB systems, such as interface converters, protection,
and balancing circuits. Special operation conditions and
mission profiles can be considered [282], [283].

4) Design of advanced topologies and control strategies for
chargers and load converters, in order to minimize the
adverse effect of PE devices on LIBs.

5) Further research in failure mechanisms of LIBs to obtain
an accurate degradation model and failure criteria based
on impedance information.

6) Design BIM schemes for real industrial applications
(working in harsh EMI environments) without additional
hardware and software costs [35]. The emerging artificial
intelligence technology can be considered.

7) Monitoring of LIB’s status while monitoring other com-
ponents in PE converters, such as capacitors and semicon-
ductor switches.

8) Design simple control strategies for the lifetime improve-
ment of LIBs, which can be integrated into the BMS.
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