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ABSTRACT In this study, a dual-piezoelectric energy harvesting system with contact and non-contact
characteristics was driven by a cantilever beam. The harvester performance of the multipoint energy harvest-
ing system driven by cantilever-beam vibration was designed, detailed analysis and optimization strategies
were developed, and its application in the security field was successfully demonstrated. Herein, we provide
theoretical guidance for the design of the dual-piezoelectric energy harvesting. We designed and fabricated
a prototype of the dual-piezoelectric energy harvesting. A test system was designed and constructed. The
relationships among the distance and frequency of the two piezoelectric acquisition mechanisms and the
open-circuit voltage were investigated. Additionally, the effects of different loads on the output power were
examined. The peak power reached 10.12mWunder a gravitational acceleration of 1g. The analysis indicated
that the dual-piezoelectric energy harvest device has a higher energy harvest efficiency than the single-
piezoelectric energy harvest device. Owing to the multipoint harvest strategy, even if a generator suddenly
deteriorates or fails, the entire system can maintain a certain power output, which is more commercially
feasible. The results of this study indicate that the output of the piezoelectric energy harvesting is stable and
reliable and that the output energy satisfies the requirements for a safety warning device.

INDEX TERMS Vibration, piezoelectric energy harvester, high performance, multipoint harvesting.

I. INTRODUCTION
Energy is important for human survival and development [1].
With the rapid industrialization in recent years, the problem of
energy shortage has become increasingly severe. Recycling
wasted energy in the use process to power the sensors of
systems has become a research priority [2], [3]. In addition,
the development of wireless sensors and the expectation of
self-sustaining wireless sensors have promoted the investi-
gation of various energy harvest technologies [4]. Current
energy harvest methods can convert the heat energy [5], [6],
human movement [7], [8], [9], and environmental vibra-
tion [10], [11], [12] generated during equipment operation
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into electrical energy, which plays an important role in the
lightweight and self-possession of wireless sensors. Among
the many energy- harvest methods, piezoelectric energy
harvest devices have the characteristics of miniaturization,
flexibility, low costs, and high energy densities [13], and
the collected energy can be used in sensors [14], [15]
and intelligent devices [16], [17]. Therefore, piezoelectric
energy harvesting have become the focus of research for
supplying power to wireless sensing equipment [18], [19],
[20]. Piezoelectric energy based on environmental vibrations
is an important method for harvesting waste energy [21],
[22], [23]. This energy harvest method allows the sensor
to work in harsh environments throughout the year without
replacing the battery. Despite extensive research onmaterials,
device design and application demonstrations, the average
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FIGURE 1. Schematic of the dual-piezoelectric energy harvester.

power of energy harvests is still severely limited in current
practical applications and there is a lack of practical and
effective optimization methods.

In view of the limited output power of energy harvest
systems in different applications, researchers have made dif-
ferent types of exploration. Inki Jung, Jaehoon Choi et al.
produced a system suitable for the Internet of Things (IoT)
and provided an optimization strategy for the energy- harvest
structure. After optimization, it achieved an average power
output of 25.45 mW under vibration of 60 Hz and 0.5 g.
Multimodule energy harvest ensures the basic function out-
put even if a single module fails. This was demonstrated
in a study where a hybrid energy harvest device provided
power for a commercial IoT module [23]. Lipeng et al. and
Da Zhao et al. designed a harvest device that can be used to
collect the energy stored during idling of the inertial wheel.
The energy harvest device adopts dual-module energy har-
vest. It consists of a beryllium bronze cantilever attached to
a rectangular lead zirconate titanate (PZT) plate that directly
contacts the inertia wheel to generate a power output. The
circular PZT is coupled with the system under the action of
magnetic repulsion to generate the power output. The peak
output power can be 5.47mW and 0.05 mW, and the energy
harvest efficiency can reach 18.27%. The generated energy
can be supplied to an onboard sensor [24]. Bin Bao and Quan
Wang designed a rainwater harvest device with a self-turning
square container.When rainwater fills the water tank, the tank
automatically releases rainwater and impacts the piezoelec-
tric cantilever beam. The open-circuit voltage of the device
can reach 160 V, and the researchers designed an energy
harvest circuit. The multimodule energy harvest device can
quickly charge a 100-µF capacitor after four working cycles
to reach a saturation voltage of 3.3 V [25]. Piezoelectric
energy harvest devices are suitable for various applications,
such as piezoelectric windmills [26] and wearable piezo-
electric systems. Machine operations, automobile driving,
and human activities waste considerable amounts of energy.

This energy can be collected to satisfy the requirements of
sensors in machine systems [27], [28]. The energy generated
without relying on an external power supply is suitable for
providing backup energy for safety systems, e.g., hazard
warning, self-detection, and self-protection in mechanical
systems, and is also applicable to situations such as safe
passage and railway transportation [29].

However, although the power output of these mechanisms
has reached the MW level, the energy harvest efficiency
of these vibration energy harvest devices is still low. There
are three main reasons for this problem. First of all, these
studies excessively pursue the harvest of energy by a certain
part of the mechanism, ignoring the overall energy input of
the mechanism; Secondly, there are many studies on energy
harvest and optimization of coupling multiple mechanisms,
but there is little research on how to collect energy and
optimize energy harvest strategies for a singlemechanism and
multiple locations in the mechanism; Third, the research on
the existence of only one generator in the device also leads
to the low reliability of the energy harvest equipment. Once
the generator fails, the entire equipment will be paralyzed,
which is also an important reason why many energy harvest
equipment do not have commercial value.

In this paper, a kind of contact and non-contact piezoelec-
tric energy harvest driven by cantilever vibration, which is
suitable for most occasions, is studied. The structure of the
paper is as follows. In Section 2, we designed and optimized
the structure of the dual piezoelectric energy harvest mecha-
nism, including the protection of piezoelectric elements, the
maximization of the energy harvest effect of the equipment,
the optimization of the magnetic repulsion force, and the
derivation of the conversion efficiency of the energy capture
device. In section 3, an experimental platform and a test
system are built to investigate the multipoint harvest per-
formance of the piezoelectric energy harvest device driven
by the cantilever vibration. The typical application in secu-
rity field is given. Section 4 summarizes the conclusions.
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After optimization, the efficiency of the energy harvest mech-
anism is 64.73% higher than that of the previous single point
harvest mechanism. This research shows that the output of
this dual piezoelectric energy harvest is stable and reliable,
and the output energy meets the power requirements of some
sensors.

II. MODEL OF DUAL-PIEZOELECTRIC ENERGY
HARVESTER AND ENHANCEMENT STRATEGY
A. WORKING PRINCIPLE AND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS
Figure. 1 shows a schematic of the dual-piezoelectric energy
harvester. The device consists of rectangular cantilever piezo-
electric plate harvesting part and simple supported beam
piezoelectric plate harvesting part. The cantilever piezoelec-
tric plate vibrates after being impacted by external forces,
generating an output voltage for the piezoelectric elements
attached to the cantilever beam. The circular magnet attached
to the cantilever beam continuously impacts the piezoelectric
plates up and down in vibration, which deforms the piezoelec-
tric plates under the action of the magnet’s gravity and repul-
sion force and generates a voltage output. Details regarding
the experimental device used in this study are presented in
Table 1, including the sizes of the key parts. The base plate
of the main cantilever beam was fixed on the outer support
using fourM5 bolts, the auxiliary beamwas fixed on the outer
support by clamping at both ends, and the round magnet was
fixed on the cantilever beam by magnetic attraction. All the
other parts were fabricated via 3D printing.

For the structural design, we mainly need to complete two
basic criteria. The first is to ensure that the piezoelectric
components of the structure will not be damaged during
operation, and the second is that the whole system should be
in the maximum energy harvest state during operation.

In order to prevent the piezoelectric element from breaking
due to excessive amplitude during vibration, we check the
allowable stress to protect the piezoelectric element. When
the analytical model is obtained by simplifying the structural
design model, the cantilever piezoelectric plate collects a
partial structure, as shown in Figure. 2. By simplifying the
structure, we can obtain its deflection equation as follows:

wmax = |w| =
Fl3

3EI
(1)

TABLE 1. Geometry and material properties of the prototypes.

where F represents the external impact force of the rectan-
gular piezoelectric plate, which mainly originates from the
impact caused by vibrations in the environment; w represents
the deflection under the impact; l represents the distance
between the impact force and the fixed end; E represents the
elastic modulus; and I represents the moment of inertia.

The deflection equation of the center of the sub-voltage
plate is:

wmax = −
Fb
√(

l2 − b2
)3

9
√
3 EIl

(2)

where F represents the external impact force, which is pri-
marily generated by the magnetic force (because the circular
piezoelectric plate is a non-contact power-generation sys-
tem, the friction force can be neglected); w represents the
deflection at the midpoint of the circular piezoelectric plate;
b represents the distance between themagnetic point of action
and the fixed end; l represents the span of the auxiliary beam;
E represents the elasticmodulus; and I represents themoment
of inertia.

FIGURE 2. Analytical models of piezoelectric plates: (a) Main piezoelectric plate. (b) Backup piezoelectric plate.
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The bending stress of the piezoelectric element on the main
piezoelectric cantilever beam is given as:

σmax =
Mmax

Wz
=

6Fsl
bh2
=

6F1l
bh2

(3)

where b represents the width of the cantilever beam, h rep-
resents the height of the cantilever beam, and the remaining
parameters are identical to those in the deflection equation.
For the overall energy harvest system, a larger deformation of
the piezoelectric element corresponds to a higher output volt-
age and output power. To protect the piezoelectric element
from damage caused by excessive deformation, it is necessary
to ensure that the deformation of the piezoelectric plate is less
than the yield strength of the piezoelectric element. However,
the true deformation of the piezoelectric plate should be far
smaller than the theoretical value owing to magnetic attrac-
tion and repulsion.

When the mechanism is in resonance state, the overall
shape variable of the structure is the largest, which is most
beneficial to energy harvest. The structure we designed has
two generating elements, which are stuck on two beams.
If two generator blades reach the resonance position at the
same time, accurate design is required and high requirements
for installation are required, which is very unrealistic in com-
mercial applications. So we make the cantilever resonate, and
its end hits the simply supported beam to achieve the goal
of harvesting energy at two places of one mechanism. The
cantilever beam is subjected to damping force, elastic force
and coupling force due to piezoelectric effect in the working
process of dual piezoelectric energy harvest. The dynamic
equation of the mechanism can be obtained according to
Newton’s second law, and the circuit equation can be obtained
according to Kirchhoff’s first law. The motion equation of the
cantilever beam is [30]:

P(t)+ θVm(t)+ T (x) sinωt
= MmZ̈m(t)+ ηmŻm(t)+ KmZm(t)

θ Żm(t) =
CmpV̇m(t)

2 +
Vm(t)
RLm

(4)

where Zm(t) represents the displacement of the piezoelec-
tric plate; P(t) represents the external vibration source,
To analyze the system output response, we input a sinusoidal
signal to the system P(t) = A sin(ωt). θ represents the
electromechanical coupling coefficient of PZT, and θVm(t)
represents the coupling force generated by the piezoelectric
effect;Cmp represents the capacitance of PZT;T (x) represents
the magnetic repulsive force, and Mm represents the equiva-
lent mass of the piezoelectric plate and magnet:

Mm = m+
33M
140

(5)

M represents the mass of the cantilever beam, and m repre-
sents the mass of the cantilever beam.
Km represents the equivalent stiffness. The equivalent stiff-

ness of the rectangular and circular piezoelectric plates can be

calculated as follows:

Km =
F
w
=

l3

3EI
(6)

Order ωm =

√
Km
Mm

, β =
ω

ωm
(7)

η represents equivalent damping:

ηm = 2Mmξrωm (8)

The displacement of the solution is

Zm(t) =
P(t)
Km
+ θVm(t)+ T (x) sinωt

(1− β2)2 + (2ξrβ)2

[
(1− β2) sinωt
+2ξrβ cosωt

]
(9)

When β = 1, that is, ω = ωr , the ambient vibration fre-
quency and system resonance frequency are equal, and reso-
nance occurs, at which time the maximum amplitude appears.
In addition to changing the amplitude of the vibration induced
by the external environment, reducing the damping ratio can
increase the amplitude of the system and reduce the energy
loss. Generally, there are two damping mechanisms: viscous
air damping caused by the movement of gas molecules on the
beam and strain-rate damping caused by energy dissipation
inside the beam. The beam width can be reduced to improve
the structural damping of the energy harvester for increasing
the output power.

FIGURE 3. Finite element analysis results: (a) Modal analysis; (b) End
displacement in first-order mode.

The energy source of the entire energy harvest mecha-
nism mainly depends on the vibration of the main cantilever
beam. The effective vibration of the main cantilever beam
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is the key to energy harvest. The larger the vibration, the
more energy we can get. Figure 3(a) shows the shape of
the first order model with the basic resonant frequency at
about 8.85Hz obtained through finite element analysis, and
Figure 3(b) shows that the maximum displacement of the end
of the cantilever beam from the central axis reaches 43.2mm
when it is in the first order mode. Therefore, in order to obtain
a larger output voltage and output power, it will be easier to
find this resonance point in the experiment.

B. OPTIMIZATION STRATEGY OF MAGNETIC REPULSION
FORCE
There are two main points to consider when considering
the magnetic repulsion force as the coupling force between
two piezoelectric elements. First, the magnet can be used as
the end mass to effectively reduce the resonance frequency
of the cantilever beam and increase the amplitude of the
vibration. Secondly, adding this non-linear force to the system
can widen the working bandwidth of the structure for energy
harvest.

FIGURE 4. (a, b) Optical images of the oval-shaped energy harvester with
and without magnetic springs. (c) Open-circuit voltages (Voc) of the
energy harvester with respect to the input vibration frequency.

To evaluate the effect of the magnet on the voltage gen-
erated by the vibration of the cantilever beam, as shown
in Figure.4. (a) and (b), we designed two groups of exper-
iments: 1) without magnets and 2) with magnets arranged
at the end of the cantilever beam. Figure.4. (c) shows the
results of open-circuit voltage measurements at a constant
acceleration of 1g. The amplitude changed with respect to
the input frequency. After introducing magnets at the end of

the cantilever beam, we observed that the resonant frequency
of the cantilever beam decreased significantly from 14.8 to
5.82 Hz, while the maximum output voltage increased from
54.8 to 64 V. The experimental results indicated that the
introduction of a circular magnet structure reduces the res-
onance frequency of the cantilever mechanism and increases
its vibration amplitude, increasing the stress on the piezoelec-
tric layer and the open-circuit output voltage. Hereinafter, the
cantilever-beam harvester without magnets is referred to as
the ‘‘single-piezoelectric harvester’’ to distinguish it from the
dual-piezoelectric harvester.

In the structure we designed, the coupling of the two piezo-
electric harvests depends on the magnetic repulsion force,
so the magnitude of the magnetic repulsion force affects the
energy harvest performance of the structure. According to the
Gilbert model, the forces between two cylindrical magnets of
radius R and length L can be approximated as follows [31]:

T (x) ≈
πµ0

4
M2R4[

1
x2
+

1
(x + 2L)2

+
2

(x + L)2
] (10)

where µ0 represents the vacuum permeability, M represents
the magnetization, x represents the distance between the two
magnets, and R represents the magnet radius. As shown in
Figure.5, a shorter distance corresponds to a stronger interac-
tion force between the springs; therefore, a circular magnet
can generate sufficient pressure to press on the piezoelectric
element to produce an output. The graph indicates that the
magnetic repulsion force varies nonlinearly with respect to
the distance, and a shorter distance between the two magnets
corresponds to a larger absolute value of the first derivative
of the distance–force relationship line, i.e., a stronger force
between them. However, in this energy harvest mechanism,
a distance that is too short leads to a reduction in the ampli-
tude of the main cantilever-beam vibration, reducing the out-
put power.

FIGURE 5. Magnetic interaction force between two cylindrical magnets
according to the distance.
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C. ENERGY CONVERSION EFFICIENCY
In the whole energy harvest system, the external impact on
the main piezoelectric cantilever is the only source of external
energy for the system. The shocks received are stored in the
system in the form of potential energy. In this process, the
potential energy stored in the place of maximum deformation
of the cantilever beam is equal to the energy input into the
system:

Ein = W (wmax) (11)

The energy obtained by the piezoelectric cantilever beam is
affected by three potential forces during its motion: repulsion
force F, elastic recovery force Kz (t), and gravity M. When
z=0 is taken, the total potential energy of the piezoelectric
cantilever equals zero, then when a=1, the total potential
energy of the piezoelectric cantilever is:

W (wmax) =

∫ wmax

0
Kmwdw+

∫ wmax

0
Mmgdw−

∫ wmax

0
Tdw

=
1
2
Keqw2

max +Mmgwmax − Twmax (12)

For the energy obtained, we get by formula 1:

Eout =
∫ t

0
(P1 + P2)dt (13)

P1 is the power of the main piezoelectric plate and P2 is the
power of the simply supported beam. The output expressions
of P1 and P2 can be obtained by numerical fitting after the
experiment. The expression of output efficiency is:

γ =
Eout
Ein

(14)

The output efficiency of the structure is calculated. This is
an important basis for us to verify whether the energy harvest
equipment has been improved.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Contact and non-contact dual-piezoelectric energy harvester
driven by cantilever-beam vibration were tested under the
driving conditions shown in Figure.7. (a) and (b). In the
experiment, the energy harvester were tested at different
frequencies to determine the voltage and output power.
Figure.6. shows the experimental setup for a dual-piezoelectric
harvester with contact and non-contact dual-piezoelectric
energy harvester driven by cantilever-beam vibration. The
experimental system mainly included a piezoelectric energy
harvester, an oscilloscope (KeysightMSO9404A), a vibration
exciter (TV51120-M), a signal transmitter (VICTOR2015H),
a power amplifier (BAA 500), and a PC terminal. The output
voltage and output power of a single-cantilever beam energy
harvester were also evaluated for comparison, to identify the
advantages and disadvantages of the multipoint piezoelectric
energy harvester.

A. OUTPUT ENERGY CHARACTERISTICS OF ENERGY-
HARVEST SYSTEM
Figure.7. (c) and (d) show the relationship between the main
and auxiliary piezoelectric plates and the open-circuit voltage
at different frequencies and distances. The peak output volt-
ages of the main and auxiliary piezoelectric plates indicate
that the maximum open-circuit voltage of the piezoelectric
system increased nonlinearly with a reduction in the dis-
tance between the two plates in the dual-piezoelectric system.
At each distance, the open-circuit voltage increased steadily
and then decreased rapidly after reaching the resonance fre-
quency. The piezoelectric system exhibited the peak output
voltage at a distance of 40 mm and a frequency of 8.5 Hz.
The peak voltage of the main piezoelectric plate was 43.67 V,
and that of the secondary piezoelectric plate was 17.27 V.
As shown in Figure.7, before the peak voltage was reached,
the deformation of the piezoelectric plate increased with the
frequency. After the peak voltage was reached, the deforma-
tion of the piezoelectric plate decreased owing to the increase
in the vibration frequency. Therefore, the optimal distance
of the piezoelectric element was 40 mm, and the optimal
response frequency was 8.5 Hz.

FIGURE 6. Experimental setup used to determine the open-circuit voltage
of the energy harvester.

The experimental results indicated that a piezoelectric
vibration frequency closer to the natural frequency corre-
sponded to a higher output voltage of the piezoelectric energy
harvester. The piezoelectric energy harvester exhibited the
highest output efficiency at a test frequency of 8.5 Hz and
a distance of 40 mm. Therefore, at a distance of 40 mm, the
frequency of 8.5 Hz was close to the natural frequency of the
piezoelectric element, and the input frequency matched the
piezoelectric energy harvester.

Both types of piezoelectric plates exhibited large peaks.
Generally, Their output voltage all went up first and then
down. According to the model analysis, the deformation of
the main piezoelectric plate was the largest when the driv-
ing frequency was close to the natural frequency. Under the
combined action of resonance and gravity, the secondary
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FIGURE 7. (a, b) Circuit configurations employed for measuring the electrical outputs of individual energy harvester. (c) Output voltage of
the main cantilever energy harvest mechanism at different frequencies and distances under circuit configuration (a). (d) Output voltage of
auxiliary cantilever energy harvest mechanism at different frequencies and distances under circuit configuration (b). (e) Output voltage
and power of the main cantilever with respect to the load resistance. (f) Output voltage and power of the auxiliary cantilever with respect
to the load resistance.

piezoelectric plate was affected by the magnetic repulsion
force generated by the magnet when vibration occurred.

Thus, the electricity generation rapidly increased. In this
piezoelectric energy harvester, the output voltage of the main
piezoelectric plate was higher than that of the secondary
piezoelectric plate at different frequencies. The reasons for
this are as follows. First, the effective PZT area of the main
voltage layer was 1800 mm2, and that of the secondary volt-
age layer was 1500 mm2. Second, the energy of the energy
harvester was affected by the manner in which the piezoelec-
tric plates are fixed. The power generated by the cantilever-
fixed mode exceeds that generated by the two-end support
mode. Third, the impact force provided by the magnetic
force was in indirect contact, whereas the main piezoelectric
plate was in direct contact, and the conversion efficiency was

higher than that of the secondary piezoelectric plate. To max-
imize the output frequency, we connected a single-cantilever
beam and hybrid dual-piezoelectric system to the load to
investigate the output characteristics of the energy harvest
system. Figure.7. (e) and (f) show the dual-piezoelectric sys-
tem, at a constant frequency of 8.5 Hz, the RMS voltages of
the main and secondary voltage plates gradually increased
with the increasing load resistance. The maximum RMS
voltages of the main and secondary plates were 47.67 and
6.42 V, respectively, and the optimal load resistances were
70 and 30 k�, respectively. The voltage of the load resistor
was measured, and the effective voltage increased as the
resistance voltage increased. The power was calculated from
the available voltage using the formula P=U2/R. The RMS
power increased to a high value. For the dual piezoelectric
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system, the peak values of the RMS power were 9.19 and
0.21 mW, were reached at 70 and 30 k�, respectively.

B. SINGLE- AND DUAL-PIEZOELECTRIC SENSORS
In practical applications, the amplitudes of the vibration
and acceleration of energy harvest devices are often lim-
ited. We limited the amplitude of the energy harvest devices
and reduced the acceleration to 0.5g. The aforementioned
methods were used to perform experiments and compare the
output power levels of the single- and double-piezoelectric
energy harvest systems. We found that the dual-piezoelectric
energy harvest system did not cause a simple increase
in the single-energy output point (Figure.8.). When the
single-cantilever beam and dual-piezoelectric systems oper-
ated, the energy harvester generated an average power of
2.22 and 3.64 mW, respectively, under fixed input conditions.
However, under the respective matching impedance, the total
output power of the cantilever beam in the dual-piezoelectric
system increased to 3.65 mW, and the total output power
of the sub-piezoelectric system was 0.19 and 3.46 mW. The
energy harvest enhancement rate of the dual-piezoelectric
system compared with the single-cantilever beam system
was 64.73%, clearly indicating the benefits of the optimized
dual-piezoelectric system. The foregoing results indicate that
two different energy harvest points in the same system can
optimize the load impedance and that there is a ‘‘coupling
effect’’ between the two energy harvest points, similar to
the coupling observed in energy harvest via different mecha-
nisms.

FIGURE 8. Output-power comparison. Case 1: Output power of single
piezoelectric energy harvest system. Case 2: Output power of main
cantilever in dual piezoelectric energy harvest system. Case 3: Output
power of dual piezoelectric energy harvest system.

As shown in Figure 9, the relationship between the power
and time of the energy harvest system, we use the numerical
fitting method to obtain the expression of the power output of
the single piezoelectric system in Figure 9 (a):

P0 = 2.07−
1.064

1+ e
t−10.41
0.34

(15)

Fig. 9 (b) Expression of power output of dual piezoelectric
system:

P = 3.37−
2.39

1+ e
t−11.6
0.87

(16)

By introducing Equations (15) and (16) into Equation (14),
it is found that the efficiency of the traditional harvest mech-
anism is 14.8%, while the efficiency of the dual piezoelectric
energy harvest equipment is 18.9%. It is much higher than the
traditional energy harvest mechanism. From the perspective
of energy conversion, the energy contained in environmental
vibration is stored in the form of potential energy by the beam
structure. Piezoelectric elements are attached to the beam to
convert the bending deformation of the beam into electrical
energy.

According to the piezoelectric formula, the deformation
of piezoelectric elements is the main reason for generating
electric charges. In traditional single piezoelectric systems,
the input energy is only stored in a cantilever beam, and
these systems have only one degree of freedom and simple
structure. The dual piezoelectric structure proposed in this
paper stores the input energy in two sets of subsystems. The
high degree of freedom of storage can collect the energy
that is difficult to store, greatly improving the conversion
efficiency of effective energy.

FIGURE 9. (a) Relationship between power output and time of single
piezoelectric system. (b) Relationship between power output and time of
dual piezoelectric system.

C. APPLICATION OF ENERGY HARVESTER FOR SAFETY
WARNING
The frequency range of vibration in rail transit engineering is
0.5–25 Hz. The proposed energy harvest device has a good
power harvest effect at 8.5 Hz and can be used to collect
the energy generated by rail transit vibration. As shown
in Figure.10.(a), the vibration generated during high-speed
railway driving provides the basic input for the energy- har-
vest device, which converts the vibration energy into electri-
cal energy to supply energy for the safety warning device.
A standard harvest circuit was used for rectification and
energy storage. The circuit in Figure.10.(b) shows that the
piezoelectric energy harvester can be approximately modeled
as a current source with an instantaneous current and parallel
internal capacitance. When the PZT is bent, the generated
instantaneous current charges the internal load and potential
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FIGURE 10. (a) Excite the excitation cantilever beam to supply energy to the safety warning device. (b) Standard energy-harvesting circuit. (c) Darkroom
used for the experiment (left); experimental circuit and safety sign (right). (d) Open-circuit voltage signal generated by toggling four times. (e) Safety-sign
brightness change curve. Case 1: The process of the safety indicator light going out naturally (f) Darkness variation of the non-energy harvest system.
(g) Darkness variation of the energy harvest system.

external load, generates voltage at the output end, is con-
nected to the harvest circuit for rectification, and is connected
to the load through a filter capacitor. To better fit the environ-
mental vibration and emulate random vibration generated by
human activities, it was demonstrated that the input vibration
and acceleration due to finger flicking could supply power
to commercial light-emitting diodes (LEDs). As shown in
Figure.10.(d), each flick of the finger increased the voltage
at both ends of the capacitor by 0.74 V; the output voltage
waveform increased in a stepwise manner, and the LED tube
emitted light stably during the vibration process. The light
emitted by the LED was stored by a phosphor light-storage
mechanism to obtain visible light with longer luminous time.
To provide long-term vibration, we demonstrated that the
power supply for the safety channel led to identification under
an input vibration of 8.5 Hz and an acceleration of 0.5g.

The safety channel module was successfully operated.
Figure.10.(c) shows the energy harvest and load circuit used
to test the sensor, the self-built safety channel warning signs,
and the black box used in the experiment. The experimental
setup also included an energy harvest module and a light
meter.

To demonstrate the process of reducing the luminous inten-
sity of a safe passage from 0.83 to 0.23 LUX and maintaining
it under vibration, the phosphor was placed under light condi-
tions to fully absorb light and placed in a darkroom. As shown
in Figure.10.(e), the light intensity of the phosphor decreased
rapidly in the early stage, and the decrease gradually slowed
in the later stage. Overall, it exhibited the trend of an inverse
proportional function. For the safety sign made of phosphor,
after it absorbed light for a period of time under the condition
of 862 LUX, the light intensity reached the peak value of
0.83 LUX and quickly decreased to 0 within 10 min. The
safetymark of the energy- harvest device was 0.83 LUX at the
beginning. The light-intensity degradation rate was obviously
reduced, and the light intensity remained at approximately
0.23 LUX. If there is a large impact, the light intensity can be
immediately restored to 0.8 LUX. As shown in Figure.10.(f)
and (g), the light-storage module matched with the energy
harvest device always maintained the visible level of the
human eye, indicating its effectiveness for safety warning.
The vibration of the main cantilever beam provided most
of the energy required for LED lighting, and the auxiliary
cantilever beam also contributed a small part of the supply
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as backup energy. Owing to the rational use of phosphor
light-storage mechanisms in the structural design, there is no
need to worry about overcharging or not charging for a long
time. These faint lights undoubtedly provide a good indica-
tion to people in complete darkness. The successful operation
of the sensor module indicates that the piezoelectric energy-
harvest device with a sufficient power output and optimized
design can supply power to safety equipment and reduce the
use of batteries (or even eliminate the need for batteries). For
applications requiring fluorescent identification, the energy-
harvest device can theoretically extend its luminous time
indefinitely to operate continuously for several years.

IV. CONCLUSION
We designed and demonstrated contact and non-contact dual-
piezoelectric energy harvesters driven by cantilever vibration.
Our work mainly has the following contributions:

(1) We used the spring–mass–damper model to theoret-
ically design the system and provided design guidance for
multipoint energy harvester in mechanical structures. Opti-
mizing the energy harvester includes finding the best res-
onance point and optimizing the matching impedance to
achieve the best power output and potentially improve the
durability.

(2) Compared with the traditional energy harvest mecha-
nism, the efficiency of the energy harvest device proposed
by us is increased by 64.73% and the energy conversion rate
is 18.9%. When multiple power-generation locations exist in
the system, multiple power-generation mechanisms can pro-
vide a better energy harvest effect than a single mechanism.

(3) The model and design guidelines established in this
study are general and applicable to multiple energy harvest
systems. The peak power of the dual-energy harvest device
can reach 10.05 mW under a gravitational acceleration of 1g
at a frequency of 8.5 Hz.

The results of this study indicated that the output of
the piezoelectric energy harvester is stable and reliable
and that the output energy satisfies the power requirements
of some sensors. We demonstrated the process of using
a dual-piezoelectric energy harvest mechanism to supply
power to commercial LEDs and create safety signs. Even
after the rectifier and AC/DC conversion circuit, we could
effectively improve the brightness of the fluorescent safety
signs; 350 s after the beginning of the experiment, the bright-
ness was enhanced by >130%. The proposed energy har-
vester is expected to be applied in next-generation security
equipment, provide a self-sustainable power supply for some
equipment, and play a vital role in unattended and hostile
environments.
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