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ABSTRACT With the crisis of energy and environment, the integrated energy systems (IES) have a bright
prospect in future energy reform owing to the excellent economic and environmental performance. The
IES combines a large amount of renewable energy (RE), which guarantees its economic and environmental
benefits. Many uncertainties of RE threaten the performance of IES. How to promote RE consumption under
strong uncertainties is a crucial problem in the scheduling of IES. In this work, a two-stage scheduling
strategy for IES combining day-ahead scheduling and real-time scheduling is proposed to guide the system
operation. The stage of day-ahead scheduling can obtain the optimal scheduling scheme one day in advance
based on the forecast data of RE, and the stage of real-time scheduling is introduced to cope with the
uncertainties of RE. The model of IES is established based on the energy hub (EH), and the entire strategy
is implemented on this model. The model integrates various energy conversion equipment to give full play
to the advantages of coordination and complementation of IES. The improved particle swarm optimization
(IPSO) is proposed as the solution algorithm of the whole strategy, which improves the traditional PSO
through random nonlinearity change inertia weight strategy and best solution perturbation operator (BSPO).
Compared with the traditional PSO, IPSO hasmore excellent performance for solving IES schedulingmodel.
Finally, different schemes under different situations are compared.

INDEX TERMS Integrated energy systems, renewable energy consumption, scheduling strategy, optimal
scheduling, particle swarm optimization.

I. INTRODUCTION
The gradual scarcity of fossil energy reserves and the increas-
ingly severe environmental pollution have forced people to
reform the existing energy consumption patterns, and IES is
an essential technical support for this reform [1], [2], [3], [4],
and [5]. Many existing studies have achieved many excel-
lent results in energy trading [6], system modeling [7], and
technology integration [8] of IES. However, there are still
many challenges in the development process of IES.

The associate editor coordinating the review of this manuscript and
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In order to achieve the aim of energy conservation and
emission reduction, a large amount of RE has been incor-
porated into IES [9]. The large-scale incorporation of RE is
beneficial to the development of IES, and IES is also charac-
terized by its ability to integrate a large amount of RE [10].
However, RE is full of uncertainties in the process of gener-
ating power, making it difficult for IES to fully use RE [11].
Therefore, as the amount of RE incorporated into the IES
increases, more abandoned energy (AE) appears during the
operation of IES, which is a severe waste of RE [12].
If AE can be fully consumed, the economic and environmen-
tal benefits of IES must be significantly improved.
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Therefore, effectively improving RE consumption is a cru-
cial and challenging problem. In recent years, scholars have
proposed many methods to improve energy efficiency and
RE consumption, which can be roughly divided into energy
conversion methods, optimization model methods, forecast-
ing methods, and scheduling strategy.

The energy conversion methods are represented by the
power to heat, power to hydrogen, and power to gas (P2G).
Literatures [13], [14] investigate the scheduling scheme that
transfers abandoned wind and solar energy to electric boilers
for heating. However, using electric-thermal coupling equip-
ment to dissipate energy will be restricted by seasons and
regions, which makes these schemes don’t have universal
applicability. Hydrogen conversion technology is employed
to convert redundant wind and solar power in [15]. However,
this technology is still immature and cannot be used on a
large scale in the short term. Advanced technology named
P2G is used in [16], [17]. If the energy provided by RE
in the system exceeds expectations, the redundant part can
be converted into gas through two steps: water electrolysis
and methanation. However, the cost of energy conversion
equipment applied in P2G is relatively high, which increases
the construction cost of the system while increasing RE con-
sumption. On the other hand, P2G technology requires the
construction of a large number of gas storage devices, which
makes this technology unsuitable for small energy systems.

Methods of optimization model can also improve RE con-
sumption. Literature [18] uses robust optimization to obtain a
day-ahead scheduling scheme, which is always robust under
the uncertainties of wind and solar power and considers sys-
tem safety. However, schemes gained by robust optimization
are too conservative to schedule, and some economic benefits
may be sacrificed. In literature [19], the novel data-driven
uncertainty set is employed in the novel two-stage robust
optimization model to solve the dispatch problem of multiple
microgrids. However, an effective method to overcome the
uncertainties of RE has not been proposed, and the phe-
nomenon of energy abandonment caused by uncertainty still
exists.

Improving the accuracy of forecast data can also reduce
the uncertainties of RE. In literature [20], a weather-based
hybrid method for day-ahead hourly forecasting for photo-
voltaic (PV) units is presented. In [21], a forecasting method
for the output power of wind turbines (WTs) and PV units
is proposed, which can achieve good prediction accuracy in
different weather conditions. Although the forecast accuracy
has significantly improved, there is still a gap between the
forecast and the actual operation. Therefore, the phenomenon
of energy abandonment cannot be wholly avoided.

The methods of scheduling strategy can improve RE con-
sumption by guiding the operation of IES. Scheduling strate-
gies can be divided into three categories according to the
time scale: day-ahead scheduling, intra-day scheduling, and
real-time scheduling. The above three types of scheduling
strategies can be implemented individually or in combination.
Literatures [22], [23] implement day-ahead scheduling alone,

which can achieve optimal results based on the forecast data
of RE, but does not fully consider the uncertainties of RE.
In literature [24], day-ahead and intra-day scheduling are
combined to reduce the quantity of AE. However, the short-
term forecast data used in intra-day scheduling still deviates
from the actual operation scenario. Literature [25] combines
scheduling strategies of all three time scales and achieves
good results, but the process is complicated and requires
many computing resources.

Considering preview problems, a two-stage scheduling
strategy that can effectively improve energy efficiency and
RE consumption of IES under the uncertainties is proposed.
The strategy we proposed focuses on the RE consumption
rate (RECR) in IES. Through this strategy, the RECR is
increased, and the amount of AE is reduced, which can sig-
nificantly improve the economic and environmental benefits
of IES. The original contribution of this work, which differs
from the existing studies, can be summarized as follows.

1) The two-stage scheduling strategy can effectively
improve energy efficiency and RE consumption by
implementing the real-time scheduling stage. This
scheduling strategy avoids the high cost and immature
energy conversion technologies and is suitable for all
levels of IES. The scheduling scheme output by the
two-stage scheduling strategy is closer to the require-
ments of the objective function, and the scheme will
not be too conservative.

2) Day-ahead scheduling is combined with real-time
scheduling. The scheme obtained from day-ahead
scheduling can guide the scheduling work one day
in advance, and the scheme obtained in the real-time
scheduling stage is used for adjustment based on the
day-ahead scheduling scheme. This process fully con-
siders the uncertainties of RE, which are not bound
by the accuracy of forecast data. The whole strategy
process is concise, which will not occupy too many
computing resources.

3) The IPSO is proposed to solve IES scheduling model.
A random nonlinear strategy is introduced to change
the inertia weight. The BSPO is added to the iterative
formula, which can ensure that the solution will not fall
into local optimal under the condition of many system
balance equation constraints. Through improvement,
the probability of falling into a local optimum of IPSO
is lower than that of PSO, so the solution accuracy of
IPSO is higher. Moreover, the improvement has not
destroyed the original advantages of PSO.

The structure of the rest of this paper is organized as
follows: Section II designs an IES frame and establishes
an IES model based on EH model theory. In Section III,
the two-stage scheduling strategy for IES that combines
day-ahead scheduling and real-time scheduling is proposed,
which can cope with the uncertainties of RE. Section IV
validates the superiority of this scheduling strategy
through cases study. Finally, the conclusion is summarized
in Section V.
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II. SYSTEM MODEL
The EH model is used to build the IES model, which can
illustrate the conversion and distribution of multiple energy
sources [26], [27]. The EH model consumes energy at its
entrance, such as power and natural gas infrastructure, and
provides necessary energy services at its output side. For the
EH model, energy is converted in different forms through
coupling devices, including combined heat and power (CHP)
units, electric boilers (EB), and absorption chillers [28], [29],
[30], and [31].

A variety of energy coupling devices are selected in the IES
model of this paper. The schematic diagram of the IES model
is shown in Fig. 1. The system model contains two kinds of
RE: wind energy and solar energy. The energy conversion
relationship in the IES model can be described as follows:
Ptl,e
Qtl,c
Qtl,h
V t
l,g

 =

1− vec − veb ηchp,e 1 1
u2vecCOPec u2ηchp,hCOPac 0 0
u1vebηeb,h u1

(
ηchp,h + ηgb,h

)
0 0

0 1− vchp − vgb 0 0



×


Ptbuy,e
V t
buy,g

Ptw,f ,e
Pts,f ,e

 (1)

wherePtl,e,Q
t
l,c,Q

t
l,h andV

t
l,g represent the electric load (EL),

cooling load (CL), heating load (HL), and gas load (GL) in
themodel respectively;Ptbuy,e andV

t
buy,g represent the electric

power purchased from the upper grid and the gas purchased
from the upper pipeline; Ptw,f ,e and P

t
s,f ,e represent the elec-

tric power generated by WTs and PV units that only consider
forecast data; vec, veb, vchp and vgb are the distribution coef-
ficients of electric air conditioners (EC), EBs, CHP units and
gas boilers (GB) respectively; ηchp,e and ηchp,h are the electric
power generation coefficient and heating coefficient of CHP
units respectively; ηeb,h and ηgb,h are the heating coefficient
of EBs and GBs respectively; COPec and COPac are the
refrigeration coefficients of ECs and absorption chillers (AC)
respectively; u1 and u2 are the binary variable representing
the season.

FIGURE 1. The structure diagram of the IES model.

III. SCHEDULING STRATEGY OF IES
The scheduling strategy proposed in this paper is divided
into two stages: the day-ahead scheduling stage and the real-
time scheduling stage. In the following text, the day-ahead
scheduling stage will be referred to as Stage 1, and the real-
time scheduling stage (actual operation stage) will be referred
to as Stage 2.

The steps of Stage 1 are implemented before the IES actual
operation one day in advance. In Stage 1, the day-ahead
forecast data of RE is inputted into IES scheduling model.
Then through the solution algorithm, the day-ahead optimal
scheme can be obtained. The uncertainties of RE are not
considered in Stage 1. The day-ahead forecast data of RE is
used as the only input data of the scheduling model, so it
is assumed that the day-ahead forecast data is the actual
output of the RE, and the scheduling model is regarded
as a deterministic scheduling model. Therefore, in the day-
ahead optimal scheduling scheme, IES can rely on various
energy conversion equipment to maximize RE consumption
under a specific objective function in a deterministic scenario
composed of forecast data.

The day-ahead optimal scheduling scheme is proposed
one day before the actual operation of the IES, allowing
sufficient preparation time and guiding the pre-scheduling
preparations. However, forecast data based on historical data
and weather data may deviate from the actual scenario. If no
adjustment is made during the actual operation of IES, and
the output of each unit in IES is allocated according to the
day-ahead optimal scheme, a large amount of energy will be
abandoned. Therefore, combining real-time scheduling based
on the day-ahead scheme is necessary to achieve a better
effect on RE consumption.

The steps of Stage 2 are implemented concurrently with
the IES actual operation, which applies real-time scheduling
when the day-ahead forecast data deviates from the actual
scenario. Therefore, both the output of Stage 1 and the devi-
ation between forecast data and the actual scenario are the
inputs of Stage 2. There will be two situations when the
deviation occurs: power redundancy or power shortage.
The electric power balance is considered foremost under the
above two situations. The electric power balance will be
regained by adjusting the power generation of CHP units,
power purchase from the upper grid, and power consumption
of EBs or ECs, based on the day-ahead optimal scheme. As an
essential energy conversion equipment in the system, the
CHP units act as a heat source in winter, and cooperate with
ACs to act as a cold source in summer. While regaining the
balance of electric power to change the power generation of
CHP units, its heating power output has also changed. There-
fore, the heating/cooling power units must also be adjusted
at this stage. The scheme in Stage 2 belongs to a scheme
of heating/cooling determined by electricity. Fig. 2 illustrates
the scheduling principle of Stage 2.

When there is a shortage of electric power in a certain
period, the shortage part will be supplemented by increasing
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the power generation of CHP units and the power purchase
from the upper grid. The power consumption of EBs/ECs will
also be reduced to ease the pressure of increasing generation
and purchase. When there exists redundant electric power in
a certain period, by reducing the generation of CHP units and
power purchase from the upper grid, the redundant part can be
consumed as much as possible, and the power consumption
of EBs/ECs will also be increased to ease the pressure of
reducing generation and purchase. The amount of electric
power adjustment and deviation must always be balanced
to ensure the overall balance of electric power supply and
demand. The change in heating power caused by adjusting
the electric power must also be balanced to ensure the over-
all heating balance. In the real-time scheduling process of
Stage 2, the balance of electric and heating power must be
ensured simultaneously.

Fig. 3 exhibits the process of the two-stage scheduling
strategy for IES. The two stages are performed one after
the other in sequence. Stage 1 is performed first, which is
performed before the IES actual operation one day in advance
and based on day-ahead forecast data. Stage 2 is performed
after Stage 1 and is synchronized with the IES actual opera-
tion, which belongs to real-time scheduling. Stage 2 requires
two inputs: the optimal scheme output from Stage 1, the
deviation between the actual scenario during IES operation
and the forecast data applied in Stage 1.

The optimal scheme output from Stage 1 can only be
obtained after Stage 1 is wholly completed. Therefore,
Stage 2must be implemented after Stage 1. By comparing and
subtracting between the data obtained in the actual scenario
during IES operation and the forecast data applied in Stage 1,
another input of Stage 2 called deviation part can be obtained.
The deviation part can be straightforward to show how much
the output scheme of Stage 2 needs to be adjusted based
on the output scheme of Stage 1. Inputting the deviation part
into IPSO of Stage 2, the output scheme of Stage 2 can be
obtained faster. These two schemes are not independent of
each other. The real-time scheduling scheme (output scheme
of Stage 2) can be regarded as the adjustment scheme of
the day-ahead optimal scheduling scheme (output scheme
of Stage 1).

The scheduling model of both stages is solved by IPSO,
and its details will be introduced in Section III (A). The objec-
tive functions and constraints of the scheduling model of each
stage are introduced in Sections III (B) and (C) respectively.

A. IPSO ALGORITHM
PSO is a stochastic optimization algorithm inspired by the
social interaction between birds or fish [32], [33], and [34].
PSO is recognized as an intelligent algorithm with concise
coding. [35]. In addition, the fast convergence speed of PSO is
also very suitable for solving the optimal scheduling problem
of IES [36].

The scheduling model describes the nonlinear problem,
which contains many constraints and complicated objective
functions. The scheduling problem of IES contains many

FIGURE 2. The scheduling principle of Stage 2.

FIGURE 3. The process of two-stage scheduling strategy for IES.

equality constraints relating to the balance of IES, which
makes the particles fall into the local optimal solution eas-
ily during the iterative process, and thus cannot obtain the
proper optimal solution. Therefore, this paper improves PSO
by introducing a random nonlinearity change inertia weight
strategy and adding the BSPO to propose IPSO, effectively
reducing the probability of particles falling into local optimal.

In the PSO, the information carried by each particle is a
potential solution. Personal optimal solutions and global opti-
mal solution are obtained through continuous iteration, and
the global optimal solution obtained after the iteration will
be the optimal solution output by the algorithm. In order to
achieve the optimal solution, the iterative formula of particle
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velocity and position are described as follows:
vNcur+1i = ωvNcuri + c1r1

(
pNcurbest,i − x

Ncar
i

)
+ c2r2

(
gNcerbest − x

Ncur
i

)
xNcur+1i = xNcuri + vNcuri

(2)

where Ncur is current iteration number; vNcuri and xNcuri are the
velocity and position of particle i at iteration number Ncur ;
pNcurbest,i is personal optimal solution of particle i at iteration
number Ncur ; g

Ncur
best is global optimal solution at iteration

number Ncur ; c1 and c2 represent acceleration constants;
r1 and r2 are random numbers distributed between 0 and 1;
ω is inertia weight, which is used to balance local exploration
and global exploration.

The change strategy of ω in PSO is linear change, which
will cause the particles not diversified enough and easily fall
into the local optimal. Therefore, the random nonlinearity
strategy is introduced to change the inertia weight:
ω = ωmax − (ωmax − ωmin)×

[
1− 2/

(
e2Ncur/N + 1

)]
rand(Ncur ) > 0.45
ω = ωmin − (ωmax − ωmin)×

[
2Ncur/N − (Ncur/N )2

]
rand(Ncur ) ≤ 0.45

(3)

where rand(Ncur ) is the random probability of the current
iteration number; ωmax and ωmin are the maximum and mini-
mum values ofω respectively. This strategy makes the adjust-
ment range of ω gradually compressed and shows a nonlinear
decreasing trend as a whole. The addition of probability
judgment enhances the randomness of ω under the overall
decreasing trend prevents ω from falling into a monotonous
evolution trend and improves the diversity of particles.

b = bmax −
bmax − bmin

cur∑
n=1

Nn

(N − Ncur ) (4)

In order to further prevent the algorithm from falling into
the local extremum during the iterative process, the BSPO b
has been proposed to adjust personal optimal solutions and
the global optimal solution among all particles, so that the
particles can escape from the local optimal area, and the
search range is expanded. The iterative formula of b can be
determined as (4), whereN is themaximum iteration number;
bmax and bmin are the maximum and minimum values of
b respectively. The b decreases nonlinearly as the iteration
number increases, which allows particles to perform a large-
scale search in the early stage of iteration and a precise search
in the later stage of iteration. The addition of b significantly
increases the probability of finding the optimal solution. The
iterative formula of vi and xi after the introduction of the best
solution perturbation operator becomes:

vNcur+1i = ωvNcuri + c1r1
(
b× pNcurbest,i − x

Ncar
i

)
+ c2r2

(
b× gNcerbest − x

Ncur
i

)
xNcur+1i = xNcuri + vNcuri

(5)

B. DAY-AHEAD OPTIMAL SCHEME
1) OBJECTIVE
Considering the minimization of the economic cost and envi-
ronmental cost of the IES as the objective of scheduling, the
formulation of the objective can be described as follows:

C1
obj = min

{
α1(Cope + C1

e + Cg)+ α2C
1
env

}
(6)

Cope = C1
chp + u1Cgb + u1Ceb + u2Cec + u2Cac (7)

C1
e =

T∑
t=1

cteP
t
buy,e1t (8)

Cg =
T∑
t=1

cgV t
buy,g (9)

C1
env = cCO2ηCO2

T∑
t=1

(
V t
chp,g + u1V

t
gb,g

)
(10)

where Cope is the operating cost of the system; C1
e is the cost

of electric power purchase in Stage 1; Cg is gas purchase;
C1
env is the cost of environmental protection in Stage 1, which

is set to achieve the aim of energy saving and emission reduc-
tion; α1 and α2 are the weight coefficient of the economic
benefits and environmental benefits. Equation (7) shows the
operating cost of the system, where C1

chp is the cost of CHP
units in Stage 1; Ceb, Cec, Cgb and Cac are the cost of EBs,
ECs, GBs and ACs respectively. Equation (8) describes the
cost of power purchase of the system in Stage 1, where cte is
the electricity price of the upper grid for each period;
Ptbuy,e is the power bought from the upper grid for each period;
1t is the length of the period. Equation (9) describes the
cost of gas purchase of the system in Stage 1, where cg is
the price of gas bought from the upper pipeline; V t

buy,g is the
amount of gas bought from the upper pipeline for each period.
Equation (10) shows the environmental protection cost of the
system in Stage 1, where cco2 is the cost of CO2 emission
per unit volume; ηco2 is the emission coefficient of CO2 per
unit volume of gas; V t

CHP,g and V
t
GB,g are gas consumption of

CHP units and GBs for each period respectively.

2) CONSTRAINTS
Equations (11)-(13) describe the output constraints of each
unit, where M and K are the collections of all cooling units
and heating units respectively; Ptchp,e andQ

t
m,c/Q

t
k,h represent

the output of CHP units and a certain kind of cooling/heating
units at t; Pmax

chp,e and Qmax
m,c /Q

max
k,h are the maximum output

of CHP units and a certain kind of cooling/heating units.
Equations (14)-(16) represent the output rising constraints
of each unit, where rPmax

chp,e, rQ
max
m,c and rQmax

k,h are the max-
imum output rising value of CHP units and a certain kind
of cooling/heating units. Equations (17) and (18) represent
the energy exchange constraints, where Pmax

buy,e and V
max
buy,g are

the maximum value of power purchase and gas purchase in a
period respectively. The following equations describe system
power balance constraints. Equation (19) represents electric
power balance. Equation (20) represents cooling or heating
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power balance. Equation (21) describes the balance of gas
supply and demand. The process of IPSO for the day-ahead
optimal scheme is described in Table 1.

0 6 Ptchp,e 6 Pmax
chp,e (11)

0 6 Qtm,c 6 Qmax
m,c , m ∈ M (12)

0 6 Qtk,h 6 Qmax
k,h , k ∈ K (13)

Ptchp,e − P
t−1
chp,e 6 rPmax

chp,e (14)

Qtm,c − Q
t−1
m,c 6 rQmax

m,c , m ∈ M (15)

Qtk,h − Q
t−1
k,h 6 rQmax

k,h , k ∈ K (16)

0 6 Ptbuy,e 6 Pmax
buy,e (17)

0 6 V t
buy,g 6 Vmax

buy,g (18)

Ptbuy,e + P
t
chp,e + P

t
w,f ,e + P

t
s,f ,e

= Ptl,e + u1P
t
eb,e + u2P

t
ec,e (19)

Qtm,c − Q
t−1
m,c 6 rQmax

m,c , m ∈ M (20)

Qtk,h − Q
t−1
k,h 6 rQmax

k,h , k ∈ K (21)

TABLE 1. Process of IPSO in Stage 1.

C. REAL-TIME SCHEDULING SCHEME
1) OBJECTIVE
The objective of this stage is still to pursue the minimum
cost of the system. This stage is to adjust the day-ahead
optimal scheme based on the deviation between forecast
data and the actual scenario. Therefore, the parameters in
the objective function are composed of the variables of spe-
cific costs, which can also improve computational efficiency.

The objective function of Stage 2 is as follows:
C2
obj = min

{
1Cchp +1Ce +1Cenv

}
1Cchp = C2

chp − C
1
chp

1Ce = C2
e − C

1
e

1Cenv = C2
env − C

1
env

(22)

where 1Cchp, 1Ce and 1Cenv are the amount of changes
between Stage 1 and Stage 2, in Cchp, Ce and Cenv. The cost
of ECs or EBs will also change in the real-time schedul-
ing scheme, but their changes are mainly dependent on the
changes of CHP units. Therefore, the cost variation of ECs or
EBs is a passive parameter, which is not needed to consider
in the objective function.

TABLE 2. Process of IPSO in Stage 2.

2) CONSTRAINTS
The constraints of the schedulingmodel in this stage as shown
in (23)-(27). They indicate the balance between the electric
power adjustment and the deviation, heating power balance
during electric power adjustment, and the maximum output
rising. Where 1Ptchp,e, 1P

t
buy,e, 1P

t
eb,e and 1Ptec,e are the

amount of change in Ptchp,e, P
t
buy,e, P

t
eb,e and P

t
ec,e. P

t
w,a,e and

Pts,a,e represent the actual output of WTs and PV units. The
right side of the equation in (23) expresses the deviation of
electric power bymaking the difference between forecast data
and the actual output. Equation (24) describes that the heating
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power changes caused by adjusting the electric power distri-
bution should also be balanced. Equations (25)-(27) describe
the maximum output rising constraints of CHP units, ECs,
and EBs respectively. The process of IPSO for the real-time
scheduling scheme is shown in Table 2.∣∣∣1Ptbuy,e∣∣∣+ ∣∣∣1Ptchp,e∣∣∣+ u1 ∣∣1Pteb,e∣∣+ u2 ∣∣1Ptec,e∣∣

=

∣∣∣(Ptw,f ,e + Pts,f ,e)− (Ptw,a,e + P
t
s,a,e)

∣∣∣ (23)

u1ηchp,h

∣∣∣1Ptchp,e∣∣∣
ηchp,e

+ u2ηchp,hCOPac

∣∣∣1Ptchp,e∣∣∣
ηchp,e

= u1ηeb,h
∣∣1Pteb,e∣∣+ u2COPec ∣∣1Ptec,e∣∣ (24)

(Ptchp,e +1P
t
chp,e)− (Pt−1chp,e +1P

t−1
chp,e) 6 rPmax

chp,e (25)

(Qtec,c +1Q
t
ec,c)− (Qt−1ec,c +1Q

t−1
ec,c) 6 rQmax

ec,c (26)

(Qtec,c +1Q
t
ec,c)− (Qt−1ec,c +1Q

t−1
ec,c) 6 rQmax

ec,c (27)

At the algorithm level, the particle swarms initialization,
particle iteration and termination conditions of IPSO of
stage 1 and IPSO of stage 2 are uniform. The differences
between IPSO of stage 1 and IPSO of stage 2 are in terms
of inputs, outputs and parameter settings. The differences in
inputs and outputs are illustrated in Fig. 3. The difference in
parameter settings will be explained in Section IV (A).

IV. CASES STUDY
In this section, the effectiveness of the proposed scheduling
strategy is verified. The economic benefits and environmental
benefits under different weights are discussed. The perfor-
mance of IPSO is analyzed depending on the comparisonwith
the other three algorithms.

A. OVERVIEW OF THE CASES
The scheduling strategy proposed in this paper aims to
increase RE consumption in IES under the premise of ensur-
ing system benefits. Therefore, the evaluation indicators of
this strategy are system benefits, amount of AE, and RECR.
Four cases are set in this section. The basic situation of the
four cases is as follows:

1) Case 1: Without the two-stage strategy proposed in
this paper. The day-ahead optimal scheduling scheme
is obtained directly from the day-ahead forecast data of
RE, and this scheme is implemented during the actual
operation. In the process of obtaining the day-ahead
optimal scheduling scheme, the weight of the economic
benefits α1 is 0.01, and the weight of the environmental
benefits α2 is 0.99. The uncertainties of RE will cause
deviations between the optimal scheduling scheme and
the actual scenario. When the electric power is redun-
dant, energy abandonment will occur.When the electric
power is short, it will be directly purchased from the
upper grid. This is the general scheduling method in
the current energy system.

2) Case 2: The two-stage scheduling strategy proposed
in this paper is applied. Getting the day-ahead optimal

scheduling scheme in Stage 1. The real-time schedul-
ing scheme is used to adjust the day-ahead optimal
scheduling scheme to overcome the uncertainties of RE
in Stage 2. In the process of obtaining the day-ahead
optimal scheduling scheme, the weight of the economic
benefits α1 is 0.01, and the weight of the environmental
benefits α2 is 0.99.

3) Case 3:Except the weight distribution of economic and
environmental benefits is different. Other conditions
are the same as in Case 2. In the process of obtaining
the day-ahead optimal scheduling scheme, the weight
of the economic benefits α1 is 0.03, and the weight of
the environmental benefits α2 is 0.97.

4) Case 4:Except the weight distribution of economic and
environmental benefits is different. Other conditions
are the same as in Case 2. In the process of obtaining
the day-ahead optimal scheduling scheme, the weight
of the economic benefits α1 is 0.003, and the weight of
the environmental benefits α2 is 0.997.

FIGURE 4. Input data of IES model: (a)Forecast data and actual output of
WTs and PV units. (b) Electric load and Heating load in the IES.

The weight distribution in Cases 1 and 2 is to keep Cope
and C1

env at the same order of magnitude, which considers the
economic and environmental benefits comprehensively.
The weight distribution in Case 3 attaches more importance
to the economic benefits. The weight distribution in Case 4
attaches more importance to the environmental benefits.

The above cases are set according to the control variable
method, and Case 2 is the most critical. Cases 1 and 2 use the
same weight distribution but different scheduling strategies.
Comparing Cases 1 and 2 mainly analyzes the advantages
of the two-stage scheduling strategy proposed in this paper.
Cases 2, 3 and 4 apply the strategy proposed in this paper
but with different weight distributions. Discussing Cases 2, 3
and 4 together is to analyze the results under different weight
distributions, which can illustrate the characteristics of the
strategy under different weights, and can also reflect the
applicability of the strategy under different requirements.
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Different regions have different requirements for system
scheduling, so discussing IES performance under differ-
ent requirements can also make the displayed results more
valuable.

Although the current technology for forecasting RE output
has made significant progress, in order to simulate a more
uncertain scenario to verify the effectiveness of the strategy,
we still assume that there is a large deviation between forecast
data and the actual output. All four cases include two types of
RE:WTs and PV units. Fig. 4 (a) shows the curves of forecast
data and the actual output ofWTs and PV units at each period
of a day. We assumed that the actual output of WTs and PV
units is based on the forecast data and fluctuates randomly
within a range of (-30%, 30%). The simulation scenario we
selected is a typical winter day in northern China, with EL and
HL included in the IES [18]. Fig. 4 (b) describes the curves
of EL and HL in the IES.

In terms of parameters related to the cost of IES, the gas
price cg in cases is 0.5 USD/m3; cCO2 is set to 10 USD/t and
ηCO2 is set to 2 × 10−3 t/m3; the electricity price at each
period of the day is not constant, 1:00-7:00 and 21:00-24:00
is 7 × 10−2 USD/kWh; at 8:00 and 13:00-15:00 is
14 × 10−2 USD/kWh; 9:00-12:00 and 16:00-20:00 is 21 ×
10−2 USD/kWh. Table 3 shows the parameters of the main
energy conversion equipment.

In terms of parameters related to IPSO, in Stage 1 of
Cases 2, 3 and 4, S is set to 400, D is set to 7, N is set
to 200, c1 and c2 are both set to 2.0, ωmax and ωmin are set
to 0.9 and 0.3 respectively, bmax and bmin are set to 0.8 and
0.3 respectively; in Stage 2 of Cases 2, 3 and 4, S is set
to 300, D is set to 6, N is set to 160, and the other parameter
settings are uniform with Stage 1. Since Case 1 does not
apply the strategy proposed in this paper. The only one stage
in the scheduling work of Case 1 is also solved by IPSO,
and the parameter settings are consistent with Stage 1 of
Cases 2, 3 and 4.

For the algorithm, the solution space and value in
Stage 2 are smaller than that of Stage 1, so Stage 2 is more
accessible to solve than Stage 1. Therefore, under the premise
of ensuring that the optimal result can be output, S and N
in Stage 2 can be smaller than that of Stage 1. Moreover,
Stage 2 belongs to real-time scheduling, which is performed
synchronously with the actual operation of IES. Therefore,
IPSO of Stage 2 requires higher computation speed, and
smaller S and N are beneficial to improve the computation
speed. D represents the amount of information carried by a
single particle. Since GB does not participate in the adjust-
ment in Stage 2, the particles in Stage 2 carry one less piece
of information than particles in Stage 1. Therefore, D of
Stage 2 is one less than that of Stage 1.

In terms of simulation equipment, all simulations are per-
formed on a laptop computer with an i7 3.40 GHz CPU
and 16 GB RAM. In terms of software for simulations, the
programming of system model, scheduling strategy and solv-
ing algorithm is based on MATLAB R2021a and Yalmip.
MATLAB R2021a is also used to solve the entire model.

B. ANALYSIS OF STRATEGY EFFECTIVENESS
Before the actual scheduling work, based on the forecast
data of RE, the day-ahead optimal scheduling scheme of
Cases 1 and 2 is obtained. There is no difference between the
day-ahead optimal schemes derived from the two cases.

FIGURE 5. Day-ahead optimal scheme of Case 1 and Case 2:
(a) Scheduling scheme of electric power. (b) Scheduling scheme of
heating power.

The EL peaked at 11:00 and 19:00. According to the
climatic characteristics of typical winter days, the HL was
high at night and low during the daytime. The schedul-
ing scheme of electric units in each period is shown in
Fig. 5 (a). The scheduling scheme of heating units is shown in
Fig. 5 (b). Since the day-ahead scheme comprehensively con-
siders the economic and environmental benefits, AE appears
but the amount is tiny. There will be a small amount of AE
in 2:00-4:00.

Day-ahead scheduling stage of Cases 1 and 2 is identical,
but the subsequent process of the two cases is totally different.
For Case 1, the day-ahead scheme will be directly applied for
the IES actual operation. For Case 2, the day-ahead scheme
is just the result of Stage 1, and the day-ahead scheme will
undergo real-time scheduling in Stage 2.

The day-ahead scheme obtained before the actual opera-
tion can be used as an important basis for the subsequent
stage. Due to the forecast data of RE cannot be completely
accurate, the situation in the actual operation may be different
from the day-ahead scheduling scheme.

Fig. 6 shows the actual operation of Case 1. In Case 1,
due to the uncertainties of RE in the actual operation, the
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TABLE 3. Parameters of the main energy conversion equipment.

TABLE 4. Changes in the power purchase plans of Case 1 and Case 2.

FIGURE 6. Actual operation scheme of electric power in Case 1.

amount of AE is much larger than that in the day-ahead
scheme. In Fig.6, AE appears in 1:00-5:00, 12:00-16:00 and
22:00-24:00, and the power purchase plan in the day-ahead
scheme is changed in 7:00-10:00 and 18:00-20:00. For
Case 1, when forecast data deviates from the actual scenario,
the power of each unit in the IES is still distributed according
to the day-ahead scheme. Therefore, when the actual output
of RE is greater than forecast data, the redundant part is
directly abandoned, and when the actual output of RE is
less than forecast data, the power purchase is increased to
supplement. In Case 1, the energy demands in IES can be
guaranteed, but a large amount of RE will be abandoned, and
the power purchase plan also has to be changed frequently.
The above reasons seriously affect the economic and envi-
ronmental benefits.

Fig. 7 shows the scheduling scheme in Stage 2 of Case 2.
Comparing Fig. 5 (a) and (b) with Fig. 7 (a) and (b), the
adjustments based on the day-ahead scheme in Stage 2 can
be seen. Except for the four periods where forecast data
is identical to the actual scenario (6:00, 11:00, 17:00 and
21:00), the output distributions of the rest periods are adjusted
based on the day-ahead scheme. The AE in 2:00 and 3:00
in the day-ahead scheme is absorbed in Stage 2 through the
flexible adjustments in real-time scheduling. The AE at 4:00

in the day-ahead scheme is reduced but not fully absorbed
in Stage 2. The AE appears at 5:00 in Stage 2, which did
not appear in the day-ahead scheme. The reason why the
AE at 4:00 is not fully absorbed and the new AE appears
at 5:00, is that the deviation between forecast data and the
actual scenario is too large, which exceeds the adjustment
capability of the CHP units and EBs. With the full use of the
capacity of the CHP units and EBs, only a tiny amount of AE
occurred at 4:00 and 5:00. If there is no real-time scheduling
at 4:00 and 5:00, the AE under such a large deviation will be
larger.

Comparing Fig. 6 and Fig. 7 (a), the advantages of the
strategy proposed in this paper can be seen. During the peri-
ods of electrical power redundancy (1:00-5:00, 12:00-16:00
and 22:00-24:00), the scheme in Case 1 cannot consume the
redundant power, and a large amount of AE occurs. The
scheme in Case 2 is obtained by the strategy proposed in
this paper, which makes AE only appear in two periods
(4:00 and 5:00). During the periods of electrical power
redundancy (7:00-10:00 and 18:00-20:00), the scheme in
Case 1 will increase power purchase directly to fill the
shortage. This way requires frequent changes to the power
purchase plan, which has a negative impact on the eco-
nomic benefits of IES. Since the strategy proposed in this
paper gives priority to increasing the output of CHP units
to fill the shortage, the power purchase plan of Case 2 is
only changed in 18:00-20:00. The reason why applying the
strategy proposed in this paper still needs to change the
plan, is that the shortage exceeds the adjustment range of
CHP units.

Fig. 7 (c) exhibits the details of deviations and variations of
electric power. The AE in Stage 1 and Stage 2 is different, the
AE in Stage 1 represents the energy planned to be abandoned
in the day-ahead scheme, and the AE in Stage 2 represents the
energy already abandoned during the actual operation. There-
fore, when the above two both appear in Fig. 7 (c), we use
AE1 to represent the AE in Stage 1 and AE to represent the
AE in Stage 2. Fig. 7 (d) exhibits the details of variations in
heating power. It can be seen from Fig. 7 (c) and (d) that the
electric and heating power can be kept balanced under the
real-time scheduling of Stage 2.
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FIGURE 7. Scheduling scheme of Case 2: (a) Scheduling scheme of electric power in Stage 2 (Actual operation scheme). (b) Scheduling scheme of
heating power in Stage 2 (Actual operation scheme). (c) Details of deviations and variations of electric power. (d) Details of variation of heating
power.

Table 4 compares the changes in the power purchase plans
in Case 1 and Case 2. It can be seen from Table 4 that power
purchase plan changes in Case 1 are more frequent than that
in Case 2. Fig. 10 shows the curve comparisons of RECR in
the same stage of different cases. By comparing the RECR
curves of Case 1 and Case 2 in Fig. 10, the same conclusion
can be drawn as comparing the amount of AE. Case 1 and
Case 2 have the same day-ahead scheme obtained in Stage 1,
and therefore share one curve in Fig. 10 (a). However, in
Stage 2, the RECR of Case 1 in the actual operation dete-
riorates seriously due to the lack of real-time scheduling.
In contrast, the RECR of Case 2 in the actual operation can
maintain a high level. Fig. 11 shows the curve comparisons
of RECR in the same case at different stages. By observing
Fig. 11 (a) and (b), it can be further seen that Case 1 cannot
maintain a good RECR in the actual operation without the
strategy proposed in this paper. Case 2 applies the strategy
proposed in this paper, and the RECR is further improved by
real-time scheduling in Stage 2.

Through the above comparisons, it can be seen that apply-
ing the strategy proposed in this paper can reduce the number
of periods that AE occurs, reduce the total amount of AE, and
reduce the number of periods that the power purchase plan
is changed. These advantages can significantly improve the
RE consumption and benefits of IES.

C. ANALYSIS OF RESULTS UNDER DIFFERENT WEIGHT
DISTRIBUTIONS
It can be seen in (6)-(10) that the economic benefit is mainly
related to the operating cost of the units and the cost of

purchase from the upper system of IES, and the environmen-
tal benefit is mainly associated with the carbon emission of
the units in IES. Under the same load, if the amount of AE is
small and the RECR is high, then the output of CHP and GB
in the system will be relatively reduced, so that the carbon
emissions will be reduced, and the environmental benefits
will be better. On the contrary, the environmental benefits will
be worse. Therefore, the environmental benefits are closely
related to the amount of AE and RECR.

Based on different weight distributions of the economic
and environmental benefits, Case 3 attaches more importance
to the economic benefits and Case 4 attaches more impor-
tance to the environmental benefits. The scheme in Stage 1 of
Cases 3 and 4 is shown in Fig. 8 (a) and Fig. 9 (a). Comparing
Fig. 5 (a), Fig. 8 (a) and Fig. 9 (a), it can be seen that
Case 3 has themost AE in the day-ahead scheme, noAE in the
day-ahead scheme of Case 4, andAE in the day-ahead scheme
of Case 2 was between Case 3 and Case 4. In the 1:00-8:00
of the scheme, the EL is low, and the HL and WTs output are
high. The capacity of EBs in the IES model is sufficient to
satisfy HL alone, and increasing the output of EBs can not
only fit the higher HL, but also consume the output of WTs.
However, the extensive cost of EBswill increase the operating
cost of the IES, which affects the economic benefits of IES.
In Case 3, which focuses more on the economic benefits, the
day-ahead scheme output by the scheduling strategy does not
sacrifice the economic benefits in order to consumemore RE.
On the contrary, Case 4 focuses more on the environmen-
tal benefits, the day-ahead scheme uses the capacity of EB
to completely absorb RE, which can significantly improve
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FIGURE 8. Scheduling scheme of electric power in Case 3: (a) Scheduling
scheme in Stage 1 (Day-ahead scheduling scheme). (b) Scheduling
scheme in Stage 2 (Actual operation scheme).

the environmental benefits of IES. Comparing Fig. 7 (a),
Fig. 8 (b) and Fig. 9 (b), it can be seen that the conclusion of
comparing the three cases in Stage 1 still applies in Stage 2.
Case 3 still has the most AE in Stage 2, but under the effect
of real-time scheduling, the period with AE has dropped
from 8 to 4. Case 4 still completely consumes RE under
the real-time scheduling of Stage 2. The amount of AE of
Case 2 in Stage 2 is still between Case 3 and Case 4.

A conclusion can be obtained by comparing the RECR
of the three cases in Fig. 10, which is the same as the con-
clusion obtained by comparing the AE amounts. The RECR
of Case 3, which attaches more importance to the economic
benefits, is the lowest among the three in both stages. While
the RECR of Case 4, which attaches more importance to
the environmental benefits, remains at the highest level in
both stages. By observing Fig. 11, it can be seen that, except
that RECR of Case 4 is kept at the highest level in both
stages, RECR of the other two cases under different weight
distributions both have improvement through the real-time
scheduling. The difference in the magnitude of the improve-
ment is due to the different weight distributions.

The cost of each case is shown in Table 5. The rank of the
economic benefits is Cases 3 better than Case 2 better than
Case 4. The rank of the environmental benefits is Cases 4 bet-
ter than Case 2 better than Case 3. Whatever economic or

FIGURE 9. Scheduling scheme of electric power in Case 4: (a) Scheduling
scheme in Stage 1 (Day-ahead scheduling scheme). (b) Scheduling
scheme in Stage 2 (Actual operation scheme).

environmental benefits, Cases 2, 3, and 4 with the strategy
proposed in this paper are better than Case 1.

Different weight distributions can reflect different schedul-
ing requirements. Therefore, through the above analyses, the
operation characteristics of the strategy proposed in this paper
under different scheduling requirements can be seen, and it
can be derived that the strategy proposed in this paper is
suitable for various scheduling requirements. The scheme
obtained in Case 3 is suitable for some areas where environ-
mental problems are not severe and require high economic
benefits. The scheme obtained in Case 4 is suitable for areas
with severe environmental pollution and regards environmen-
tal protection as the primary goal.

TABLE 5. Cost of each case.

D. ANALYSIS OF IPSO PERFORMANCE
In order to reflect that IPSO has more excellent performance
for solving the scheduling model, four intelligent algorithms
have been selected to observe their performance in solving
IES scheduling model, and compare their computation cost
and time under the same running situation.We selected IPSO,
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FIGURE 10. Curve comparisons of RECR in the same stage of different
cases: (a) Curve comparison of RECR in Stage 1 (Day-ahead scheduling).
(b) Curve comparison of RECR in Stage 2 (Actual operation).

PSO, GA (genetic algorithm) and GWO (gray wolf opti-
mization), which are commonly applied to solve scheduling
models.

The indicators for evaluating the performance of different
algorithms when solving the scheduling model include con-
vergence speed and calculation accuracy. The comparison of
the above indicators is illustrated in Fig. 12. The purpose of
comparing computation cost and time under the same running
situation is to demonstrate the operating characteristics and
requirements of each algorithm, and these comparison results
can provide a reference for the staff who choose this strat-
egy. The data of computation cost and time are summarized
in Table 6.

The process of using the algorithm to solve the schedul-
ing model in this work is: finding the optimal scheme for
each period according to the time sequence, and the opti-
mal scheme for each period is combined to form the whole
optimal scheme, so that the algorithm optimization is imple-
mented on every period. In order to be fair in the comparison,
the first period of Stage 1 in Case 2 is selected as the com-
mon solution object of the four algorithms. The termination
conditions of the iteration are uniformly set as: reaching
the maximum iteration number (N ), and N is uniformly set
to 400. In fact, IPSO does not need to set such a large N due
to the fast convergence speed. But in order to be consistent
with other algorithms in the comparison, the N of IPSO is
also set to 400.

Compared with PSO, the convergence speed of IPSO and
PSO is close. The convergence speed of PSO is very fast, but
it falls into the local optimal and fails to obtain the global
optimal solution, while the IPSO solution result is the global
optimal solution. The solution accuracy of GWO is better
than that of PSO, but the solution accuracy and convergence
speed are inferior to IPSO. Based on the crossover and muta-
tion of its process, the solution result of GA is closest to the

FIGURE 11. Curve comparisons of RECR in the same case at different
stages: (a) Curve comparison of RECR in Case 1. (b) Curve comparison of
RECR in Case 2. (c) Curve comparison of RECR in Case 3. (d) Curve
comparison of RECR in Case 4.

global optimal solution, but it has not reached the accuracy
of IPSO, and the convergence speed of GA is too slow, which
will affect the process of scheduling work. From the above
analysis, it can be seen that after the improvement of this
paper, the IPSO has an excellent solution accuracy for IES
scheduling model based on the reduced probability of falling
into local optimal. Moreover, the improvement of IPSO did
not affect its convergence speed, which is also particularly
important in scheduling work.

The data in Table 6 shows that the computation time of
IPSO is shorter than that of GA and GWO. However, due
to the addition of random nonlinearity change inertia weight
strategy and BSPO, the computation time of IPSO is slightly
longer than that of PSO. Since the solution object of four
algorithms is only one period, their calculation time in this
comparison is very short, and the difference is not obvious.
When solving the optimal result of multiple periods, the gap
in calculation time between each algorithm will be enlarged.

Since the utilization of CPU and RAM is constantly fluctu-
ating during the running process, the utilization of CPU and
RAM in Table 6 are the average values during the running
process. The utilization of CPU and RAM of IPSO is lower
than that of GA and GWO, which means that the compu-
tation cost of IPSO is lower than that of GA and GWO,
which can reflect that IPSO does not have high requirements
on the configuration of computing equipment. However, the
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FIGURE 12. Performance of solving IES scheduling model of IPSO, PSO,
GA and GWO.

TABLE 6. Computation cost & time of IPSO, PSO, GA and GWO.

computation cost of IPSO is slightly higher than that of PSO,
which is also due to the addition of random nonlinearity
change inertia weight strategy and BSPO. The computation
cost of IPSO is not much higher than that of PSO, which is
entirely acceptable. Therefore, the computation cost required
by IPSO is fully applicable to most computing equipment.

V. CONCLUSION
As one of the main methods to solve the problems of IES,
an intelligent scheduling strategy can significantly improve
energy efficiency and RE consumption. In this work, focusing
on the problem of deviation between the day-ahead scheme
and the actual scenario caused by the uncertainties of RE,
a two-stage scheduling strategy for IES is proposed.

Firstly, the model of IES contains many energy conversion
equipment is established, which can distribute energy reason-
ably through flexible energy conversion. This model is the
basis for implementing the strategy. Secondly, the scheduling
strategy is proposed, which consists of two stages: day-ahead
scheduling and real-time scheduling. Day-ahead scheduling
stage can output the day-ahead optimal scheduling scheme
one day in advance, which can provide early guidance for the
preparation of IES operation. The real-time scheduling stage
is synchronized with the actual operation of IES and outputs
the real-time scheduling scheme, which is the adjustment
based on the day-ahead scheme. Thirdly, by introducing ran-
dom nonlinearity change inertia weight strategy and BSPO,
IPSO is proposed as the solution algorithm of the scheduling
model.

Finally, the results and analyses in Cases Study demon-
strate the conclusions as follows:

1) Under the premise of ensuring system benefits, the
strategy proposed in this paper can effectively improve
RE consumption and reduce the amount of AE.

2) The strategy performs different operating characteris-
tics under different weight distributions, and is appli-
cable under different scheduling requirements.

3) IPSO has better solution accuracy and faster solution
speed when compared with the other three algorithms,
which makes it has better performance for solving IES
scheduling model.

In future work, we plan to consider the possible failures
in IES operation process, analyze the impact of the potential
failures, and propose a strategy to obtain an optimal scheme
after failures.
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