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ABSTRACT A low-profile six-port circular patch antenna generating six uncorrelated waves in a wide band
of about 5.8-7.5 GHz (based on 3:1 VSWR, fractional bandwidth about 25%) is presented. The antenna
thickness is 1.4 mm (about 0.027λ at 5.8 GHz), which includes a 0.4 mm thick FR4 substrate with the
circular patch printed thereon and an additional 1.0 mm thick air layer to achieve a low-permittivity antenna
substrate. The circular patch with a diameter of 40 mm (about 0.77λ at 5.8 GHz) is separated into six
60◦-disk sectors by using three linear slots across the patch center and sequentially rotated by 60◦. Each disk
sector is short-circuited to the ground plane through three properly located shorting pins. It thus makes the
0.5-wavelngth and 0.25-wavelength resonant modes excited at nearby frequencies to form a dual-resonant
wide band for each port. Additionally, the six ports in the proposed antenna have their port isolation larger
than 10 dB and the corresponding six radiating waves have very low envelope correlation coefficients (less
than about 0.02) over the wide band. That is, six uncorrelated waves suitable for MIMO (multi-input-multi-
output) operation are obtained. The proposed antenna can find applications for wideband mobile MIMO
antennas to cover 6.425-7.125 GHz of the possible new mobile communication band or 5.925-7.125 GHz
for the new unlicensed WiFi-6E band.

INDEX TERMS Mobile antennas, mobile MIMO antennas, six-port single-patch MIMO antennas, low-
profile six-port patch antennas.

I. INTRODUCTION
For beyond fifth-generation (5G) communication or future
six-generation (6G) communication, the multi-input-multi-
output (MIMO) operation with more than four over-the-air
data streams to greatly enhance the data throughput has been
envisioned [1], [2]. To cope with the development trend, the
employment of more compact or high-density MIMO anten-
nas for the access points and the mobile devices becomes one
of the key challenges [1]. Especially, owing to the very limited
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space inside the mobile devices, such as the mobile phones
and the laptop computers, the compact MIMO antennas suit-
able for mobile device applications is even more challenging.

Recently, the four-port or six-port patch antennas based
on using a single radiating patch [3]–[8] to achieve compact
multi-port single-patch antennas suitable for 5G or MIMO
access-point applications have been reported. In order to
obtain enhanced port isolation and uncorrelated radiation for
the generated multiple radiating waves, various decoupling
techniques for the multiple ports collocated in a single radi-
ating patch have been demonstrated. In [3]–[5], the multi-
mode antenna design technique based on the theory of the
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characteristic mode [3]–[5] has been applied, which however
requires using a large-size external feed network for enhanced
port isolation and will therefore lead to a lower antenna
efficiency and increase the complexity of the antenna design.

In [6], [7], the decoupling technique is based on placing
the shorting metal walls between the radiating patch and
the ground plane, so as to obtain multiple isolated resonant
quadrants in a square patch [6] or multiple isolated resonant
sectors in a circular patch [7]. While in [8], the decoupling
technique of applying the gap-coupled shorting posts to an
annular-ring patch to obtain multiple isolated annular sectors
is shown. Multiple uncorrelated waves can therefore be gen-
erated. These reported multi-port single-patch MIMO anten-
nas, however, have a high antenna profile above the ground
plane (larger than 0.1 wavelength [6]–[8] or even larger than
0.3 wavelength [3]–[5] in the operating band) for MIMO
access-point applications. The high antenna profile makes the
reported multi-port patch antennas [3]–[8] not suitable for
MIMO mobile-device applications.

In order to be promising for mobile-device applications,
the antenna thickness of the multi-port patch antenna is
required to be as low as possible. Some related low-profile
four-port single-patch antennas have been reported [9]–[11].
The applied decoupling technique therein is all related to
using multiple shorting pins to function like shorting metal
walls between the top radiating patch and the ground plane.
Four isolated resonant regions can therefore be obtained to
generate four uncorrelated waves for MIMO applications.

It is also noted that the antenna design in [9] cannot be
mounted on a large ground plane or the chassis ground plane
of the mobile device. This is because the antenna’s ground
plane in [9] has a same size as the top radiating patch, which
can lead to a wider operating band (3:1 VSWR or −6 dB
impedance matching) covering the 5G band of 3.3-4.2 GHz
(fractional bandwidth 24%) and however make the fringing
fields around the antenna edge or boundary much stronger.
The latter causes large effects on the antenna performance
when the antenna is directly placed on or in very close prox-
imity of a large ground plane.

In [10], the low-profile four-port square-ring patch antenna
is proposed for wireless local area network (WLAN) MIMO
application and has a relatively narrow band of only about 4%
in the 2.4 GHz band. On the other hand, the four-port patch
antenna with a square patch in [11] operates in a wide band of
3.3-4.2 GHz (3:1 VSWR, fractional bandwidth 24%) for 5G
MIMO application. Thewideband operation for the four ports
is related to the TM1/2,1/2 mode excitation supported by the
four two-edge-shorted quarter-patches formed by multiple
shorting pins as metal walls in the square patch antenna [11].

Note that the reported low-profile single-patch MIMO
antennas in [9]–[11] are limited in generating four uncorre-
lated waves. For the case of generating more than four uncor-
related waves, such as at least six uncorrelated waves, the
related designs for wideband mobile MIMO antennas have
not yet been reported. This may be owing to the decoupling
issue associated to more collocated ports in a single patch

antenna will be more complex and more challenging as well.
However, it is expected that this kind of low-profile multi-
port single-patch antennas can find promising applications in
beyond 5G or future 6G MIMO communications with more
over-the-air data streams [2].

In this study, a low-profile six-port circular patch antenna
with a new decoupling and wideband technique, other than
those in [3]–[11], to generate six uncorrelated waves in a wide
band of about 5.8-7.5 GHz (based on 3:1 VSWR, fractional
bandwidth about 25%) is presented. The proposed antenna
can be applied for wideband mobile MIMO antennas to cover
6.425-7.125 GHz of the possible new mobile communication
band for beyond 5G communication [12] or 5.925-7.125MHz
for the new unlicensed WiFi-6E band [13].

The proposed antenna has a low profile of 1.4 mm (about
0.027λ at 5.8 GHz) above the ground plane. To generate
six uncorrelated waves, the circular patch in the proposed
antenna is separated into six 60◦-disk sectors by using three
linear slots across the patch center and sequentially rotated
by 60◦. A triple-shorting technique is then applied to each
disk sector to make its 0.5-wavelength and 0.25-wavelength
resonant modes excited with good impedance matching and
at nearby frequencies to form a dual-resonant wide band for
each port.

At the same time, the port isolation of the six ports in the
proposed antenna can be enhanced to be larger than 10 dB
over the wide band, as good as the port isolation obtained
in the low-profile four-port single-patch MIMO antennas
reported in [9]–[11]. That is, the triple-shorting technique
applied here can lead to both decoupling improvement and
wideband operation for the proposed antenna. Six uncorre-
lated waves can also be obtained with very low envelope
correlation coefficients (less than 0.05) over the wide band for
MIMO operation. Details of the antenna structure, working
principle, design considerations, and parametric study based
on using the three-dimensional high frequency electromag-
netic simulation software (ANSYS HFSS) [14] for the pro-
posed antenna are presented. An experimental study of the
proposed antenna is also conducted to verify the simulation
results.

II. ANTENNA STRUCTURE AND PERFORMANCE
Fig. 1 shows the proposed low-profile six-port (Ports 1-6)
circular patch antenna for wideband mobile MIMO antenna
applications. Six 60◦-disk sectors (Sectors ¬ -±) are formed
in the circular patch through three linear slot (width 1 mm)
across the patch center as shown in the figure. In each sec-
tor, a triple-shorting technique for decoupling improvement
and wideband operation is applied (see three shorting pins
of diameter 1.6 mm at S1, S2, S3 shown in Sector ¬).
Based on the 3:1 VSWR impedance matching for the mobile
antenna design requirement [9]–[11], [15]–[18], the proposed
antenna covers a wide band of about 5.8-7.5 GHz (1.7 GHz
in bandwidth or about 25% in fractional bandwidth). The
wideband operation for all the six ports is obtained owing
to the 0.5-wavelngth and 0.25-wavelength resonant modes
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FIGURE 1. Geometry of the low-profile wideband six-port circular patch
antenna. (a) Top and side views. (b) Perspective view.

being excited with good impedance matching at nearby fre-
quencies to form a dual-resonant wide band for each port in
the proposed antenna.

To support the generation of six uncorrelated waves, the
circular patch in the proposed antenna has a diameter of
40 mm, about 0.77λ at 5.8 GHz (the lower-edge frequency of
the wide operating band). The antenna substrate is formed by
a 0.4 mm thick FR4 substrate with the circular patch printed
thereon and an additional 1.0 mm thick air layer between the
FR4 substrate and the ground plane. The ground plane is also
selected to be in a circular shape with 45 mm in diameter.

The antenna substrate above the ground plane has a total
thickness of 1.4 mm (about 0.027λ at 5.8 GHz) and has an
equivalent relative permittivity of about 1.28. Note that, with
a low relative permittivity close to that of air, the excited
resonant modes of the shorted patch antenna, especially the
0.25-wavelength mode, can have a wider operating band-
width [19]. Also, the operating bandwidth and antenna thick-
ness with respect to the lowest operating wavelength of the
proposed six-port patch antenna are comparable to those in
the reported low-profile wideband four-port patch antennas
[9], [11]. In Ref. [9], the reported 3:1 VSWR fractional band-
width is 24% (3.3-4.2 GHz) and the antenna thickness is
about 0.022λ at 3.3 GHz. In Ref. [11], the reported 3:1 VSWR

FIGURE 2. Simulated S parameters of Port 1 in the proposed antenna.

fractional bandwidth is 24% (3.3-4.2 GHz) and the antenna
thickness is about 0.026λ at 3.3 GHz.

To demonstrate the antenna performance, Fig. 2 shows the
simulated S parameters of Port 1 in the proposed antenna.
The results of Ports 2-6 are same as that of Port 1, owing to
the symmetric structure of Ports 1-6 in the proposed antenna.
Each sector is excited by a probe feed located at the center
of the sector’s outer curved edge. All the six probe feeds are
therefore equally spaced by 60◦ along the boundary of the
circular patch. Each probe feed capacitively couples through
a semi-circular gap of 0.15 mm to excite the corresponding
sector.

Two resonant modes are seen to be excited at nearby
frequencies (at about 6.1 GHz and 7.2 GHz) to form a
wide band of about 5.8-7.5 GHz [based on 3:1 VSWR
(-6 dB)] impedance matching for mobile antenna applica-
tion. Note that the colored frequency region in the figure
indicates 5.925-7.125 GHz, which covers 6.425-7.125 GHz
of the possible new mobile communication band for beyond
5G communication [12] and 5.925-7.125 MHz for the new
unlicensed WiFi-6E band [13].

Also, the transmission coefficients [S12 (= S16), S13 =
(S15), S14] are less than about −10 dB over the operating
band, which is comparable to those of the reported low-
profile wideband four-port patch antennas [9], [11]. The S13
and S14 are even less than −15 dB for almost all frequencies
in the operating band.

The simulated antenna efficiency of Port 1 in the pro-
posed antenna is shown in Fig. 3. The antenna efficiency
shown in the figure includes the mismatching losses. The
antenna efficiency is about 57%-63% over the operat-
ing band. Fig. 4 shows the simulated envelope correlation
coefficients (ECCij) for two ports (Ports i and j) in the pro-
posed antenna. The simulated ECCs [ECC12 (= ECC16),
ECC13 (= ECC15), ECC14] are less than about 0.02 over
the operating band. Note that the simulated ECCs are
obtained from simulation software HFSS [14] by applying the
expression based on the three-dimensional radiated electric
fields [20], [21]. The obtained low ECC values suggest that
the six radiated waves can be considered to be generally
uncorrelated and suitable for MIMO applications.
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FIGURE 3. Simulated antenna efficiency of Port 1 in the proposed
antenna.

FIGURE 4. Simulated envelope correlation coefficients (ECCij) for two
ports (Ports i and j ) in the proposed antenna.

FIGURE 5. Simulated vector surface current distributions at 6.1 GHz and
7.2 GHz of Port 1 excited in the proposed antenna.

Fig. 5 shows the simulated vector surface current distribu-
tions at 6.1 GHz and 7.2 GHz of Port 1 excited in the proposed
antenna. Strong surface currents are seen to be generally
confined inside Sector ¬ for Port 1 excitation, especially at
6.1 GHz. At 7.2 GHz, some surface currents coupled from
Sector ¬ to its two adjacent sectors (Sectors  and ±) are
mainly confined between the triple shorting positions and the
patch center, away from Ports 2 and 6. Also, relatively very
weak surface currents are seen in Sectors ®, ¯, and °. The

results conform to the transmission coefficients observed in
Fig. 2.

In addition, the surface currents at 7.2 GHz are seen to be
directed from Port 1 to the patch center, which indicates that
the 0.5-wavelength mode of Sector ¬ is excited. On the other
hand, the surface currents at 6.1 GHz are directed toward
triple shorting positions at S1, S2 and S3. This indicates
that the 0.25-wavelength mode is excited, which however is
modified by the additional shorting pins at S2 and S3 to the
shorting pin at S1. That is, the excited 0.25-wavelength and
0.5-wavelength modes accounts for the dual-resonant wide
band obtained in the proposed antenna.

III. WORKING PRINCIPLE AND DESIGN
CONSIDERATIONS
With the aid of Cases A, B, and C shown in Fig. 6, the
working principle and design considerations for the decou-
pling improvement and wideband operation of the proposed
antenna are further analyzed. Case A in Fig. 6(a) is the case
without shorting pins in each sector and Case B in Fig. 6(b) is
the case with one shorting pin S1 along the centerline of each
sector, with a distance of 9.5 mm to the patch center.

Case C in Fig. 6(c) is the case with two shorting pins in
each sector, with the first shorting pin S1 same as in Case B
and the second shorting pin S2 placed at 12.8 mm to the patch
center and 2.8 mm to the linear slot separating two adjacent
sectors. Corresponding dimensions of Cases A to C are same
as those shown in Fig. 1 for the proposed antenna. The three
cases can be considered as three design steps to obtain the
proposed antenna.

Fig. 7 shows the simulated S parameters of Port 1 for Cases
A to C. Their corresponding simulated vector surface current
distributions of Port 1 are presented in Fig. 8. When there
are no shorting pins added in each sector, a resonant mode is
seen to be excited at about 6.5 GHz [see the result of Case A
in Fig. 7(a)]. Its surface currents on the circular patch shown
in Fig. 8(a) are also very similar as that of 7.2 GHz in Fig. 5.
That is, a 0.5-wavelength mode is excited for each sector in
Case A.

It is also noted that the centerline of each sector is about
19.5 mm (about 0.42λ at 6.5 GHz), the 0.5-wavelength mode
can therefore be supported. However, the transmission coef-
ficient (S12) of two adjacent sectors reaches about −7 dB.
Therefore, in addition to the narrow bandwidth for Case A,
its port isolation between two adjacent sectors needs to be
improved.

For Case B, with the adding of the shorting pin S1, two
resonant modes are excited at about 3.5 GHz and 7.0 GHz
as shown in Fig. 7(b). Their corresponding surface currents
on the circular patch are given in Fig. 8(b). The one at about
7.0 GHz is the 0.5-wavelength mode, which is slightly shifted
from about 6.5 GHz in Case A to higher frequencies owing
to the shorting pin S1. On the other hand, the one at 3.5 GHz
is the 0.25-wavelength mode, whose surface currents are
directed toward the shorting pin S1, which short-circuits the
circular patch to the ground plane.
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FIGURE 6. Geometries of (a) the case without shorting pins in each sector
(Case A), (b) the case with one shorting pin S1 in each sector (Case B),
and (c) the case with two shorting pins (S1, S2) in each sector (Case C).
Corresponding dimensions are same as the proposed antenna in Fig. 1.

However, the S12 between two adjacent sectors for the
two resonant modes is still large in Case B, especially that
at 3.5 GHz is about −7 dB. That is, although two resonant
modes are generated, they are still widely separated and
wideband operation cannot be obtained. The port isolation
between two adjacent sectors also needs to be improved.

For Case C, two resonant modes at about 4.7 GHz and
7.2 GHz are excited as seen in Fig. 7(c) and their corre-
sponding surface currents are shown in Fig. 8(c). Note that,
owing to the additional shorting pin S2 added in each sector,
the effective resonant length of the 0.25-wavelength mode is
decreased, which causes the 0.25-wavelength mode shifted
from about 3.5 GHz in Case B to about 4.7 GHz in Case C.

The 0.5-wavelength mode is also slightly shifted from
about 7.0 GHz in Case B to about 7.2 GHz in Case C.

FIGURE 7. Simulated S parameters of Port 1. (a) Case A. (b) Case B.
(c) Case C.

In addition, the S12 between two adjacent sectors is decreased,
which is because the second shorting pin S2 is placed closer
to one adjacent sector in Case C. This can decrease the surface
currents near one radial boundary of the excited sector from
entering into its one adjacent sector, thereby improving the
port isolation between two adjacent sectors.

By further adding a third shorting pin S3 to each sector in
Case C, the effective resonant length of the 0.25-wavelength
can be further decreased and the surface currents near
two radial boundaries of the excited sector entering into
its two adjacent sectors can also be decreased. Therefore,
as discussed for the results shown in Fig. 2 for the pro-
posed antenna, two resonant modes (0.25-wavelength and
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FIGURE 8. Simulated vector surface current distributions of Port 1 excited
with other ports terminated to 50 �. (a) Case A. (b) Case B. (c) Case C.

0.5-wavelength modes) are excited at closer frequencies at
6.1 and 7.2 GHz to obtain a dual-resonant wide band. Also,
the S12 between two adjacent sectors is further decreased [see
the results in Fig. 8(c) for Case C vs. Fig. 2 for the proposed
antenna]. That is, the triple-shorting technique applied in
the proposed antenna leads to decoupling improvement and
wideband operation of the six ports.

IV. PARAMETRIC STUDY
A parametric study of typical design parameters to finely
adjust the antenna performance is also conducted. Effects of
varying the positions of the shorting pins S1, S2, and S3 are
studied in Figs. 9 and 10. Results of varying the slot width to

FIGURE 9. Simulated S parameters of Port 1 for different positions (m) of
the shorting pin S1 along the centerline of each sector. (a) S11. (b) S12,
S13. (c) S14.

form Sectors ¬-± in the proposed antenna are presented in
Fig. 11. Varying the coupling gap at Ports 1-6 to adjust the
antenna’s impedance matching is shown in Fig. 12. Effects of
the ground plane size are also analyzed in Fig. 13.

Fig. 9 shows the simulated S parameters of Port 1 for
different positions of the shorting pin S1 along the centerline
of each sector in the proposed antenna. Other dimensions are
fixed as shown in Fig. 1. Results for the S1 position (m) varied
from 8.5 mm to 9.5 mm are presented.

It is seen in Fig. 9(a) that the resonant frequencies of the
lower mode (0.25-wavelength mode) and the upper mode
(0.5-wavelength mode) are slightly varied and their formed
wide operating band can still cover 5.925-7.125 GHz (the
colored frequency region). The impedance matching of the
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FIGURE 10. Simulated S parameters of Port 1 for the shorting pins S2 and
S3 with various distances (n) to the adjacent sectors. (a) S11. (b) S12, S13.
(c) S14.

two modes, however, can be effectively varied. This provides
as a means to finely adjust the impedance matching of the
antenna’s wide operating band.

For the S12 and S13 shown in Fig. 9(b), small variations are
seen. Also, the S14 shown in Fig. 9(c) is still better than the
S12 and S13. The results indicate that the impedance matching
over the antenna’s wide operating band can be finely adjusted
by varying the S1 position, with no significant variations in
the port isolation.

Fig. 10 shows the simulated S parameters of Port 1 for
the shorting pins S2 and S3 with various distances to the
adjacent sectors. The distance n in the figure is the length
between the slot edge and the center of the shorting pin

FIGURE 11. Simulated S parameters of Port 1 for different slot widths (w)
to form six 60◦-disk sectors. (a) S11. (b) S12, S13. (c) S14.

S2 or S3 (copper post of diameter 1.6 mm). Results of the
distance n varied from 2.6 mm to 3.0 mm are presented.
Relatively larger effects on the resonant frequency of the
0.25-wavelength mode than that of the 0.5-wavelength mode
are seen in Fig. 10(a). That is, by finely adjusting the dis-
tance n of the shorting pins S2 and S3, the 0.25-wavelength
mode can be adjusted to occur at a proper frequency to the
0.5-wavelengthmode, thereby forming a wide operating band
for the proposed antenna. In addition, the effects on the port
isolation are relatively small as seen in Fig. 10(b) and (c).

Fig. 11 shows the simulated S parameters of Port 1 for
different slot widths (w) to form six 60◦-disk sectors. Since
a larger slot width will decrease the effective resonant
area of each sector, both the excited 0.25-wavelength and
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FIGURE 12. Simulated S parameters of Port 1 for different coupling gaps
(g) at the feed port. (a) S11. (b) S12, S13. (c) S14.

0.5-wavelength modes are seen to occur at higher frequen-
cies for the slot width varied from 0.8 mm to 1.2 mm [see
Fig. 11(a)]. At the same time, the transmission coefficients
(S12, S13, S14) over the wide operating band can still be less
than about 10 dB as seen in Fig. 11(b) and (c).

The simulated S parameters of Port 1 for the coupling gap
(g) varied from 0.1 mm to 0.2 mm are presented in Fig. 12.
The results indicate that adjusting the coupling gap can finely
adjust the S11 over the wide operating band [see Fig. 12(a)],
with very small effects on the transmission coefficients of the
S12, S13, and S14 as seen in Fig. 12(b) and (c).

Fig. 13 shows the simulated S parameters of Port 1 for
different diameters (D) of the ground plane. With the antenna
dimensions fixed, the results for the ground diameter varied

FIGURE 13. Simulated S parameters of Port 1 for different diameters (D)
of the ground plane. (a) S11. (b) S12, S13. (c) S14.

from 45 mm to 55 mm are presented. The two resonant
modes are seen to occur at about the same frequencies and
their impedance matching are still less than −6 dB over the
antenna’s wide operating band [see the S11 in Fig. 13(a)].
Small effects on the transmission coefficients S12, S13, and
S14 are also seen in Fig. 13(b) and (c). Based on the obtained
results, the typical design parameters studied in Figs. 9-13 can
be applied in finely adjusting the performance of the proposed
antenna.

V. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The proposed six-port patch antenna was fabricated as shown
in Fig. 14 and tested to verify the simulation results. The
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FIGURE 14. Fabricated six-port patch antenna.

FIGURE 15. Measured reflection coefficients of the fabricated antenna.

measured reflection coefficients for Ports 1-6 are shown in
Fig. 15. The simulated S11 (= Sii, i = 2-6) is included in the
figure for comparison, and agreement between the measured
and simulated results is observed. The fabricated prototype
shows a wide operating band as indicated in the simulation
study.

The measured transmission coefficients of S12, S23, S34,
S45, S56 for two adjacent ports are presented in Fig. 16(a).
Those of S13, S24, S35, S46 for two ports spaced by a
60o-disk sector are shown in Fig. 16(b), and those of S14, S25,
S36 for two ports spaced by two 60◦-disk sectors are shown
in Fig. 16(c). The measured data are seen to generally agree
with the corresponding simulated results shown in the figure
for comparison. For the application in 5.925-7.125 GHz band
(the colored frequency region in the figure), the measured
isolation for two adjacent ports is larger than 10 dB as seen
in Fig. 16(a). Moreover, the measured isolation for two ports
spaced by one sector and two sectors is respectively larger
than 15 dB in Fig. 16(b) and 20 dB in Fig. 16(c).

The antenna’s radiation performance was measured in a
far-field anechoic chamber and the measured results are
obtained by calibrating with respect to a standard horn
antenna. Fig. 17 shows the measured antenna efficiency of
Ports 1-6 of the fabricated antenna. Measured results show

FIGURE 16. Measured transmission coefficients of the fabricated
antenna. (a) S12, S23, S34, S45, S56. (b) S13, S24, S35, S46. (c) S14, S25, S36.

agreement with the simulated results shown in the figure
for comparison. The measured antenna efficiency is about
50%-62% over the operating band.

The measured and simulated normalized radiation patterns
at 6.1 GHz and 7.2 GHz for Port 1 in the φ = 0o plane,
Port 2 in the φ = 60◦ plane, and Port 3 in the φ = 120◦

plane are respectively plotted in Fig. 18(a), (b), and (c). That
is, the radiation patterns in the plane along the centerline of
each sector are plotted. The corresponding radiation patterns
for Port 4 in the φ = 180◦ plane, Port 5 in the φ = 240◦

VOLUME 10, 2022 80285



K.-L. Wong et al.: Low-Profile Six-Port Circular Patch Antenna

FIGURE 17. Measured antenna efficiency of the fabricated antenna.

FIGURE 18. Measured and simulated normalized radiation patterns at
6.1 GHz and 7.2 GHz for the fabricated antenna. (a) Port 1, ϕ = 0◦ plane.
(b) Port 2, ϕ = 60◦ plane. (c) Port 3, ϕ = 120◦ plane.

plane, and Port 6 in the φ = 300◦ plane are shown in
Fig. 19(a), (b), and (c). Note that the simulated Eφ radiation is
very small, less than−40 dB, in the radiation pattern along the

FIGURE 19. Measured and simulated normalized radiation patterns at
6.1 GHz and 7.2 GHz for the fabricated antenna. (a) Port 4, ϕ = 180◦
plane. (b) Port 5, ϕ = 240◦ plane. (c) Port 6, ϕ = 300◦ plane.

centerline of each resonant sector. The simulated Eϕ radiation
is therefore not shown in the figure. For the Eθ radiation,
good agreement between the measured and simulated results
is observed.

Also, the radiation patterns for each sector are seen to be
tilted away from the z-direction (θ = 0◦) toward the feed port.
For example, for Ports 1 and 4, their radiation patterns are
tilted toward+x direction and –x direction, respectively. This
is mainly because the excited surface currents are stronger
near the feed located at the curved patch edge. This behavior
may also help to achieve very low envelope correlation coeffi-
cients (ECCs) as shown in Fig. 20, in which the ECCs are cal-
culated based on using the measured three-dimensional (3-D)
radiation patterns [20], [21]. The amplitude and phase of
the measured electric fields in the 3-D radiation patterns are
applied in the radiation-based ECC equation in [20].
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FIGURE 20. Calculated ECCs based on measured three-dimensional
radiation patterns.

In Fig. 20, the ECCij is the envelope correlation coefficient
between the radiating waves excited by Ports i and j. The
obtained ECCs are seen to be less than about 0.02 over the
wide operating band, which is similar to the simulated ECCs
obtained based on using the simulated radiation patterns
shown in Fig. 4. Since very low ECCs are obtained, the pro-
posed antenna can be considered to generate six uncorrelated
waves. This will be attractive for practical mobile MIMO
antenna applications.

VI. CONCLUSION
A low-profile six-port circular patch antenna with six
60◦-disk sectors to generate six uncorrelated waves for wide-
band mobile MIMO antenna has been proposed. A triple-
shorting technique is applied in each sector of the proposed
antenna to excite the 0.25-wavelength and 0.5-wavelength
resonant modes of the 60◦-disk sector to achieve dual-
resonant wideband operation and port isolation improve-
ment. The wide operating band of about 5.8-7.5 GHz is
obtained, with a low profile antenna structure (antenna thick-
ness 1.4 mm, about 0.027λ at 5.8 GHz). The isolation of
any two ports over the wide band is larger than 10 dB, and
those of two non-adjacent ports can even be better than 15 dB
for almost all frequencies over the wide band. The measured
antenna efficiency of about 50%-62% has also been obtained
for Ports 1-6 in the proposed antenna. Very low envelope cor-
relation coefficients (less than about 0.02) of the six generated
waves have also been observed. Promising applications of the
proposed antenna for wideband mobile MIMO antennas to
cover 6.425-7.125 GHz or 5.925-7.125 GHz for the possible
new mobile communication band [12] or the new unlicensed
WiFi-6E band [13] are expected.
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