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ABSTRACT Due to the shortage and environmental pollution of fossil fuel sources, conventional generating
units are substituted with renewable energy sources. Thus, the total inertia decreases while the rate of change
of frequency (ROCOF) increases, affecting the system frequency and stability. In this paper, a supplementary
control, washout filter, is added to the primary frequency control of a doubly-fed induction generator
(DFIG)- based wind turbine for better frequency regulation. In order to achieve the best performance
(lowest frequency deviation with keeping the system stable), a new optimization technique called Mayfly
Algorithm (MA) is used to find the optimum values of the washout filter’s parameters. Compared with the
traditional method, a great improvement has been presented in the system frequency response under different
load perturbations. Also, the results show that the washout filter’s parameters have an adverse impact on
the frequency response and system stability if they aren’t determined accurately. MATLAB/SIMULINK
program is used to test the performance of the improved method under different scenarios.

INDEX TERMS Primary frequency control, DFIG wind turbine, washout filter, mayfly algorithm (MA),
stability.

I. INTRODUCTION
Due to the daily technological applications development,
more generated power is required to fulfill the increasing
consumer demand. The lack of fossil fuel sources and their
significant impact on the atmosphere prompted the world
to shift to renewable energy sources (RESs) such as wind
energy, solar energy, geothermal energy, etc., [1], [2]. Since
the traditional generating units such as synchronous gener-
ators have high inertia as well as their directly connecting
to the grid, a part of the kinetic energy stored in the rotor
is released when the load is increased, leading to a smaller
rate of change of frequency (ROCOF). Thus, the system
frequency remains within the acceptable range. On the other
hand, since the RESs have low inertia, a higher ROCOF
occurs with changing the load. Thus, the system frequency
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is out of the acceptable range. With the high penetration of
RESs in the power system, the number of the traditional
generating units decreases. Consequently, the overall system
inertia reduces, affecting the frequency stability with chang-
ing the load, and may even lead to a blackout [1]. Among
the RESs, wind energy is the most prevalent. A doubly-
fed induction generator (DFIG) is the most commonly used
among the wind turbine technologies as it provides a safe
operation within a wide range of wind speeds and can control
the flow of both active and reactive powers towards and from
the grid [3]. As its rotating mass is decoupled from the grid
by a power electronic converter, DFIG can’t contribute addi-
tional power using the stored kinetic energy in their rotating
masses naturally [1]. In [4], a supplementary control loop
was added to a DFIG controller for improving the system
frequency. The supplementary control comprises a derivative
block, a first-order filter block, and a gain block (inertia
constant). The rotor speed was used as an input signal to the

69364 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License. For more information, see https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ VOLUME 10, 2022

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5273-0118
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9255-047X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0483-995X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9505-5386
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8009-227X


M. Abdeen et al.: Supplemental Control for System Frequency Support of DFIG-Based Wind Turbines

supplementary control. The output of this control was applied
to the DFIG controller. The results proved the effectiveness
of the proposed method for enhancing the system frequency.
In [5], a non-standard inertial response method was proposed
to support the system frequency, where the inertia constant
was estimated according to the rotor speed. Compared to the
traditional method (ideal inertial response), a shorter recov-
ery period and less frequency deviation have been achieved.
In [6], a supplemental control loop was presented to the
DFIG controller. In this method, the difference between the
measured and reference frequencies was applied to the drop
control. Then, the sum of the output drop control and the load
active power is the reference active power.

In [7] and [8], an additional system, a flywheel-based stor-
age system, was inserted into the wind power plant to fulfill
the power reserve requirements set by the network operator.
This method can operate above and under-rated wind speeds.
However, this method is costly. A variable droop control
gain was introduced in [9] to reduce the frequency deviation
under different system disturbances. The droop control gain
is a function of the rotor speed. Compared to the traditional
method (constant droop control gain), the proposed method
achieved better performance. In [10], a primary frequency
control support scheme of a DFIG was presented to enhance
the settling frequency following an event. However, this
method requires a monitoring system of the available kinetic
energy in a grid level that can be released to improve the set-
tling frequency. Thus, it has a high cost. In [11], an improved
method of a DFIG based on the over-speed and de-loaded
curve was introduced to reduce the ROCOF. A synergistic
control strategy was proposed in [12] considering mechanical
stresses on the equipment associated with the pitch angle
controller and its slow response speed. When a disturbance
occurs, the speed and pitch angle controllers cooperate to pro-
vide the optimum operation by shifting the operating point of
the wind turbine to a higher power extraction point and releas-
ing the reserved power. In [13], a switching angle controller
and automatic generation controller were introduced for a
DFIG to support the system frequency. This method aims to
regulate the output active power of the DFIG by controlling
the angle between the terminal voltage and the internal volt-
age of the DFIG, which is called the virtual rotor angle. This
method is complicated. In [14] and [15], the system frequency
was supported by continuously adjusting the droop parameter
according to the wind speed. In [16], an optimized power
point tracking strategy was proposed for primary frequency
regulation. A simplified model of a DFIG-based wind turbine
was used to evaluate the proposed method. In [17], a bang-
bang phase angle controller (BPAC)was presented to regulate
the system frequency by controlling the phase angle obtained
with a phase-locked loop directly. The output of BPAC is fed
into the pitch angle controller. In [18], the DFIG and energy
storage (ES) were combined together for system frequency
support. However, this technique needs more investigation
on how can employ the ES to realize the optimal opera-
tion of wind turbine generators. In [19], the rotating mass

connected to the DFIG shaft or a super-capacitor connected
to the DC-link of a DFIG-converter was used as the virtual
inertia source. Although the results proved the effectiveness
of the super-capacitor for enhancing the system frequency,
this method requires additional components which makes it
costly.

An artificial neural network (ANN) was introduced in [20]
to find the optimum gain of the droop controller according
to the wind speed, and load disturbance. The results proved
that the proposed method has the best performance compared
to the fixed-gain controller. In [21], a coordinated control
parameter setting method for wind farms by an optimization
model was presented. Although it has a good performance for
improving the system frequency, it is complicated. In [22],
the system frequency was improved based on the dynamic
deloading of DFIG. The operating costs and prediction error
of wind power were taken into consideration. In [23], a torque
limit-based inertial control scheme of a DFIG was presented
to system frequency support. At disturbances, the DFIG out-
put power is increased up to the torque limit in a stable
operating range. A comprehensive overview of the previous
frequency control techniques and the proposed method is
listed in Appendix.

Some of the previous methods are complicated [13], [20],
[21], [24]. The cost is high in [7], [10], and [19], and the
response is slow in [4] and [6]. To address the previous
issues, a fast and improved method is introduced for better
frequency regulation of DFIG- basedwind turbines. Themain
contributions of this work can be summarized in the following
points:
• A supplemental control, washout filter, is added to the
primary frequency control of a DFIG-basedwind turbine
for system frequency regulation.

• The philosophy and settings of the improved method are
simple and easy to be implemented in practice compared
to the previous studies.

• A recent optimization technique, Mayfly Algorithm
(MA), is applied for system frequency support.

• The impact of the washout filter’s parameters on the
system frequency response and stability is investigated.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. The system
frequency support method is presented in Section II. Mayfly
Algorithm is described in Section III. Simulation results and
discussions are carried out in Section IV. The conclusion is
drawn in Section V.

II. SYSTEM FREQUENCY SUPPORT METHOD
A. TRADITIONAL METHOD
It comprises frequency control support, inertia emulation
control, and active power control, as shown in Fig.1.

In frequency control support, the difference between the
reference andmeasured frequencies,1f, is applied to the gain
Kf, where the output of frequency control support is propor-
tional to the 1f. In inertia emulation control, the measured
frequency is fed into the derivative block. Then, the output
is multiplied by the gain Kin. In the active power control, the
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FIGURE 1. Scheme of the traditional method. Lower branch: frequency
control support. Middle branch: inertia emulation control. Upper branch:
active power control [25].

difference between the reference andmeasured rotor speeds is
fed to the PI controller [25], [26]. The output of the traditional
method is called reference active power (Pref). In the steady-
state condition, Pref equals the output of the PI controller (P1),
where the output of both frequency control support (P3) and
inertia emulation control (P2) equals zero. During changing
the load, both the P2 and P3 don’t equal zero. Consequently,
the reference active power is increased. That is to say, the
traditional method regulates the reference active power of a
DFIG rotor side converter which in turn controls the rotor
voltage of a DFIG. Thus, the reserved active power of a
DFIG is quickly increased (decreased) and thus the frequency
deviation decreases.

B. IMPROVED METHOD
Themain objective is to increase the reference active power of
a DFIG, leading to less frequency deviation. When the output
power increases (decreases), both the rotor speed and electri-
cal frequency decrease (increase). The electrical frequency is
proportional to the rotor speed. Thus, any change in the power
causes a change in both the rotor speed and system frequency.
The relation between the change in the active power and the
change in the frequency can be written as:

1f + mp1P = 0 (1)

where mp is a constant value, f is the electrical frequency
according to the rotor speed, and P is the output active power.
By taking the derivative of Eq. (1) with respect to time, the
following equation can be obtained:

d
dt

1f + mp
d
dt

1P = 0 (2)

It is clear that the derivative of the above equation is equal
to zero in the steady-state condition, where the 1f and 1P
are constants. Another term, np 1f, is added to guarantee less
frequency deviation as follows:

d
dt

1f + mp
d
dt

1P+ np1f = 0 (3)

where nP is a constant value. by applying laplace transform
to equation (3), the following equation is obtained:

s1f (s)+ mps1P(s)+ np1f (s) = 0 (4)
1P(s)
1f (s)

= −
(s+ np)
mps

(5)

It can be noted that Eq. (5) represents the transfer function
of the washout filter which is a first-order high pass filter.
The main objective of the washout filter is to pass the tran-
sient signals (during load variation), whereas it rejects the
steady-state signals (DC component). Fig.2 shows the scheme
of the improved method.

FIGURE 2. Scheme of the improved method. Lower branch: improved
frequency control support. Middle branch: inertia emulation control.
Upper branch: active power control.

III. MAYFLY ALGORITHM
In [27], the authors have presented a new optimization algo-
rithm called Mayfly Algorithm (MA). The MA includes
the major advantages of evolutionary algorithms and swarm
intelligence. Thereby, it has a higher probability of discov-
ering a global optimum compared to the most popular meta-
heuristic optimization techniques [27]. In this study, the MA
is used to obtain the optimal parameters of the washout filter
(mp and np) which achieve the lowest frequency deviation as
well as improving the system stability.

The integral of squared error is used as a fitness function
and can be written as:

Fitness Function =

tsim∫
0

(1f )2 dt (6)

where tsim represents the simulation time, and 1f represents
the frequency deviation.

The power system model and fitness function are built in
MATLAB/SIMULINK, whereas the MA code is executed in
MATLAB/m.file. The value of the fitness function is exported
to theMA code via workspace. The process of linking theMA
code with the power system model for finding the optimum
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FIGURE 3. Flow chart of linking the MA with power system model for
identifying the optimum values of mp and np.

values of mp and np is shown in Fig.3. The MA is used as an
offline algorithm to design the washout filter before its adding
to the real power system.

The parameters of the MA technique and the optimal val-
ues of the washout filter (mp and np) are given in Table 1.

IV. SIMULATION RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
A. SYSTEM CONFIGURATION
In this work, the studied system consists of two synchronous
generators with 675 MW for each one, DFIG wind turbines
with 150 MW, and three loads that are connected in parallel
across 230 kV, as shown in Fig.4. Synchronous generator
includes automatic generation control (AGC). The 150 MW
wind turbines are an aggregated model of 100 DFIG units,
where each unit has a power rating of 1.5 MW [7].
Load 1 absorbs 1278 MW and 50 MVAR. Load 2 absorbs

TABLE 1. Specification of the MA technique.

FIGURE 4. Simplified model of the study system.

100 MW and 50 MVAR. Load 3 absorbs 100 MW
and 25 MVAR. The studied system is established in
MATLAB/SIMULINK software to evaluate the performance
of the improved method.

B. THE IMPACT OF THE WASHOUT FILTER’S PARAMETER
(np) ON THE SYSTEM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AND
STABILITY
In this subsection, the effect of np on the system frequency
response and stability is investigated, where the simulation is
carried out at different values of np as shown in Fig.5. The
initial load connected to the system is L1 (P1 + j Q1). Then,
a second load L2 (P2 + j Q2) is connected at t = 50 sec.
The value of mp = 0.02 in all studied cases. The frequency
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FIGURE 5. Frequency system response at different values of np.

FIGURE 6. Frequency system response at different values of mp.

deviation (1f = 60–lowest frequency drop) at different val-
ues of np is listed in Table 2.

The following notes can be drawn from Fig.5:
1- The lowest frequency drop is equal to 59.73 Hz, 59.74

Hz, 59.744 Hz, 59.75 Hz, and 59.77 Hz for np = zero,
np = 0.06, np = 0.1, np = 0.2, and np = 0.5,
respectively. The least value of frequency deviation
achieves with a higher value of np.

2- The system is more stable by decreasing the value
of np where the system is unstable when np
equals 0.5.

FIGURE 7. Dynamic response in case of increasing the load:
(a) Frequency, (b) Output active power, and (c) ROCOF.

FIGURE 8. Dynamic response in case of reducing the load: (a) Frequency,
(b) Output active power, and (c) ROCOF.

C. THE IMPACT OF THE WASHOUT FILTER’S PARAMETER
(mp) ON THE SYSTEM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AND
STABILITY
The simulation is repeated again at different values of mp in
order to examine its influence on the system frequency and
stability as shown in Fig. 6. All cases are set up for np =
0.05, and the initial load is L1 (P1+ j Q1). At t = 50 sec,
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FIGURE 9. Dynamic response of multi-step load perturbation: (a) 1PL, (b) Frequency, and
(c) ROCOF.

TABLE 2. Frequency deviation corresponding to the different values of np.

a second load L2 (P2+ j Q2) is connected to the system.
Table 3 shows the lowest frequency drop corresponding to
the different values of mp.
The following notes can be extracted from Fig.6:
1- The lowest frequency drop equals 59.748 Hz, 59.709

Hz, 59.695 Hz, 59.688 Hz, 59.686 Hz, and 59.685 Hz
for mp = 0.025, mp = 0.08, mp = 0.15, mp = 0.3,
mp = 0.8, and mp = 2, respectively. That is to say, the
higher the mp, the higher the frequency deviation.

2- The system lacks stability with a lower value of mp,
where there is an oscillation when mp = 0.001.

From Figs. 5 and 6, the values of mp and np have a detri-
mental effect on the system stability. Thus, the MA is used to

TABLE 3. Frequency deviation corresponding to the different values
of mp.

determine the optimal values of np and mp which achieve the
lowest deviation with keeping the system stable.

D. THE IMPACT OF INCREASING THE LOAD ON THE
SYSTEM DYNAMIC RESPONSE
Initially, both L1 and L2 are connected to the system. Then,
an additional load (L3) is connected via the circuit breaker at
t = 60 sec. The optimal parameters of the washout filter are
listed in Table 1. Fig.7 shows the system dynamic response
of frequency (Hz), active power (MW), and ROCOF (Hz/s)
with the traditional method, improved method, and without a
controller.
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TABLE 4. A comprehensive overview of the previous frequency control techniques and the proposed method.

The following conclusions can be extracted from Fig.7:
1- The lowest frequency drop is achieved by the improved

method as shown in Fig.7(a), where the frequency
drops to 59.74 Hz. Whereas the frequency drops
to 59.69 Hz with the traditional method and 59.65 Hz
without controller.

2- A higher reserved power is provided by the improved
method (74–50 = 24 MW) compared to the traditional
method (60–50 = 10 MW) as shown in Fig.7(b).

3- The improved method achieves the lowest values for
overshoot, and undershoot compared to the traditional
method as shown in Fig.7(c).

E. THE IMPACT OF REDUCING THE LOAD ON THE SYSTEM
DYNAMIC RESPONSE
Initially, both L1 and L2 are connected to the system. Then,
L2 is removed via the circuit breaker at t = 60 sec. The sys-
tem dynamic response with the improved method, traditional
method, and without controller are plotted in Fig.8.
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The following observations are derived from Fig.8:
1- Fig.8(a) shows that the frequency overshoot reaches

60.32 Hz, 60.27 Hz, and 60.22 Hz for controller
OFF, traditional controller, and improved controller,
respectively.

2- More reserved active power is given by the improved
method (50-23 = 27 MW) compared to the tradi-
tional method (50–38= 12 MW), trying to support the
system frequency against reducing the load as shown
in Fig.8 (b).

3- The improved method presents a smaller ROCOF com-
pared to the traditional method as shown in Fig.8(c).

4- These results prove that the improved method can
enhance the system frequency effectively, where it
provides better performance in comparison with the
traditional method.

F. THE IMPACT OF MULTI-STEP LOAD PERTURBATION ON
THE SYSTEM DYNAMIC RESPONSE
The main objective of this scenario is to confirm conclusively
the performance of the improved method when a series load
disturbance is applied to the studied system. Fig. 9(a) shows
the percent of a series load, where 1PL ranges between zero
to 8 % of the initial load (L1 and L2). The following notes can
be concluded from Fig. 9:

1- The improved method can achieve overshoot, oscilla-
tion, and undershoot values less than those that are
achieved by the traditional method.

2- The improved method has robust performance in fac-
ing sudden load changes compared to the traditional
method.

V. CONCLUSION
In this paper, the washout filter has been added to the pri-
mary frequency control of a DFIG-based wind turbine for
frequency stability enhancement. The impact of the washout
filter’s parameters (mp and np) on the system stability and
frequency deviation has been investigated. The simulation
results have revealed that: 1) the value of mp is proportional to
both the stability and frequency deviation. 2) the value of np
is inversely proportional to both the stability and frequency
deviation. Thus, the washout filter’s parameters have been
identified based on the MA technique to maintain the sys-
tem stable and reduce the frequency deviation at the same
time. Also, the simulation outcomes have confirmed that the
improved method has the best performance compared to the
traditional method, where the lowest frequency deviation has
been achieved by the improved method under different load
disturbances.

APPENDIX
See Table 4.
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