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ABSTRACT This paper presents the designed method and the implementation of stepped air-gap ferrite
inductor applied in power factor correction (PFC). Conventionally, the input inductor of the PFC has
a designed consideration on the maximum output power; thus, designing the PFC for peak-power-load
conditions results in a very large inductor. The proposed designed method improves the load-carrying
capability without increasing the volume of the inductor when the PFC is operating in peak-power-load
conditions. The stepped air-gap ferrite inductor maintains the inductance in the rated-full-load and sustains
the peak-power-load conditions with the lower inductance. Compared with the conventional ferrite inductor,
the proposed method can maintain the size and the efficiency of the power supply, and promote the power-
carrying ability. The detailed analysis and the design of the proposed method are described. Experimental
results are recorded and evaluated by a prototype PFC with an AC input voltage of 110–264 VAC and a DC
output voltage of 384 VDC. Finally, the volume of input inductor is kept with 40950 mm2, the efficiency
is also same compared with the conventional inductor, and the load-carrying capability of the converter is
promoted from the normal rated power of 1 kW to the peak power load of 2 kW.

INDEX TERMS Power factor correction, stepped air-gap inductor, peak power.

I. INTRODUCTION
In the century of green energy, the power industry is striv-
ing for high efficiency and power density of converters.
Fig. 1 shows that power factor correction (PFC) has the
benefits ranging from reducing the demand charges on the
power system to increasing the effectiveness of power usage.
It shapes the input current of the power supply to synchronize
with the input voltages and avoid large harmonic current. The
input current of PFC should also comply with the standard
regulation [1]. Besides, the PFC converter has been applied
in disk drives, motor derives, fans, and pump derivers. These
applications require a large output power at the duration
of start-up and are usually higher than the rated-full-load
conditions. Therefore, the inductor of the PFC converter is
designed for peak-power-load conditions, but the volume and
the cost of the inductor are evidently increased and wasted.

In reference [2]–[5], the active technique is proposed to
inject the magnetic flux to input inductor and solved the satu-
ration of the inductor in peak-load conditions. However, this
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FIGURE 1. Power flow with PFC.

methodmight result in the redundant circuit and complicating
the control strategy. In reference [6], [7], the configurable
inductor is proposed to control the inductance and applied
in wide load range converter. However, this method will
additionally complex the control of the switches on inductor
which might increase the switching loss and EMI problems.
In reference [8], [9], the coupled inductor is introduced and
used in interleaved CCM boost PFC converter. Although, the
DC magnetic flux can be canceled in the coupled inductor.
The interleaved architecture is only suited for high power
levels. In reference [10], a small piece of permanent magnet
is added in to the air gap. The permanent DC magnetic
field will double the saturation current with the same size
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FIGURE 2. Boost-type PFC.

FIGURE 3. Geometry of proposed inductor and conventional inductor.

of inductor. However, this method will shape the permanent
magnet into flaky shape. The reliability of the permanent
magnet will be questioned. In this paper, the passive method
is proposed and adopted in single phase CCM boost PFC
converter. The stepped air-gap ferrite inductor can ensure
high inductor current with smaller volume and be used in
so many applications [11]. However, the non-linear char-
acteristic of the stepped air-gap inductor is hard to anal-
ysis. In [12], [13], the characteristic curve of inductor is
depicted with asymptote. This method is precise, but hard
to quantitative analysis. In [14], [15], the B-H curve of the
ferrite is decomposition into linear subproblem. This helps
the mathematic module to approximate the real characteristic
of the stepped air-gap inductor, easily. Even so, [14], [15] still
lack of an intuitive method to find out the boundary inductor
current. In this paper, the stepped air-gap ferrite inductor is
analyzed according to the magnetoresistance to help realize
the composition of the equation and applied in the boost-
type PFC converter. The proposed geometry shape of ferrite
inductor is utilized to reduce the volume and sustain more
current through the duration of peak-power-load conditions.
The boost input inductor is not saturated. Thus, input current
total harmonic distortion (iTHD) can be maintained for the
standard regulation [16], [17]. Compared with the conven-
tional geometry shape of the ferrite inductor, the proposed
inductor can also maintain the same conversion efficiency of
the converter at normal-rated-power conditions with smaller
volume. According to the above, the calculated modules of
the stepped air-gap inductor are introduced in section II, and
the simulated results are also verified. Besides, the designed
progress of the stepped air-gap ferrite inductor is presented
in section III. Finally, theoretical discussions are validated
with the experimental results on a prototype PFC circuit that
delivers an AC input of 110–264 VAC and a DC output of 385
VDC with convectional inductor and stepped air-gap inductor,
respectively.

FIGURE 4. Proposed stepped air-gap inductor.

FIGURE 5. Nonlinear B-H curve of ferrite material.

II. PROPOSED METHOD
The boost type PFC converter is shown Fig. 2. From the
average current method, the greater output power enhances
the inductor current and pushes the magnetic flux of the con-
ventional inductor to the limit. Thus, the input inductor might
become fully saturated and cause a large short-circuit current
in peak-power operation. To solve this problem, a stepped air-
gap inductor is proposed, as shown in Fig. 3. The equivalent
inductance under different load currents is designed, as shown
in Fig. 4. When the PFC converter is operated in normal
conditions, the inductance is a constant value L1, which is
designed to achieve the requirement of current ripple. When
the PFC converter is operated in peak-power conditions,
inductance drops to L2 and enters the second state to provide
a higher load-carrying ability. Equation (1) depicts the phase
angle θ of the input current when inductance drops.

θ = sin−1
(
Vin_rms · Isurge
√
2 · Po

)
(1)

To calculate the inductance varying with the operating
current, the following assumptions are introduced. First, core
loss is neglected. The magnetization of the material, espe-
cially soft ferrite, makes the magnetic component shift the
domain boundaries (Bloch wall) [18] over imperfections in
the crystallite. Hence, the irreversible movement causes hys-
teresis loss [19], [20] and varies initial permeability, as shown
in Fig. 5. Under this assumption, the B-H curve can be mod-
eled into three sections, namely, fixed initial permeability,
nonlinear, and saturated linear.

When the operating current is below Isurge, the inductor is
operated in L1 region, and the ferrite core is not saturated
deeply. In Fig. 6, Ansys Maxwell shows that the magnetic
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FIGURE 6. Magnetic flux density of stepped air-gap inductor with
inductor current below Isurge.

FIGURE 7. Reluctance of stepped air-gapped inductor.

flux, ϕ1 and ϕ2, flows are parallel in the proposed inductor.
Thus, the equivalent magnetic circuit can be shown in Fig. 7,
and L1 can be expressed in Equation (2) by Faraday’s law. The
magnetic flux densities of <core1 and <core2 are expressed
in Equations (3) and (4), respectively. Where N represents
the turns number of the inductor. Ae_min and Ae respectively
represent the effective cross-section area of<core1 and<core2.

L1 =
N 2

Routside +Rcore2 +
[
Rg2//

(
Rcore1 +Rg1

)]
≈

N 2

Rg1//Rg2
(2)

B1 (I ) =
L1

Ae_min
·
I
N
·

Rg2

Rg1 +Rg2
(3)

B2 (I ) =
L1
Ae
·
I
N

(4)

where

Rg1 =
lg1

µ0 · Ae_min
(5)

Rg2 =
lg2

µ0 ·
(
Ae − Ae_min

) (6)

When the operating current of the inductor is over Isurge,
the <core1 of the stepped air-gap inductor operates in the
nonlinear section and is saturated gradually. The inductance
rolls off rapidly until <core1 is saturated deeply as Ansys
Maxwell simulation shows in Fig. 8. Hence, the equivalent
magnetic circuit can be predicted as a model in Fig. 9. The
inductance L2 and the magnetic flux density of <core2 can be
expressed in Equations (7) and (8), respectively. Isurge can be

FIGURE 8. Magnetic flux density of stepped air-gap inductor with
inductor current between Isurge and Imax.

FIGURE 9. Reluctance of stepped air-gapped inductor.

also expressed in Equation (9).

L2 =
N 2

Routside +Rcore2 +Rg
≈
N 2

Rg
(7)

B2 (I ) =
L2
Ae
·
I
N

(8)

Isurge =
N · Bmax · Ae_min

L1
·
Rg1 +Rg2

Rg2
(9)

where

Rg =
lg2

µ0 · Ae
(10)

When the operating current is over Imax , <core2 and <outside
are deeply saturated, and the inductance falls rapidly to L3
region. Therefore, this condition causes a large short-circuit
current through the power switch of the PFC converter, and
the design of the stepped air-gapped inductor should avoid
this situation region. Imax can be expressed as Equation (11).

Imax =
N · Bmax · Ae

L2
(11)

III. DESIGNED PROGRESS OF PEAK POWER
APPLICATION
In the peak-power-load application places, the conventional
design the air-gap inductor uses a bulky inductor for peak-
power load because the large input current causes the inductor
to become deeply saturated [21]–[23]. In this section, the
design method of the stepped air-gap inductor is presented
to solve the above problems. Fig. 10 shows the designed
flow of the stepped air-gap inductor. First, the specification
of the PFC circuit including the inductance of the inductor in
regular-load conditions, the volume, and the material of the
inductor should be confirmed. Table 1 shows the comparison
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FIGURE 10. Designed progress of stepped air-gap inductor.

FIGURE 11. B-H curve of soft material of PC47.

between soft and hard magnetic material of the inductor. Soft
ferrites, such as 3C96 and PC47 of TDK corporation [24],
are recommended for the application of the stepped air-gap
inductor. Compared with the powder core [25], the soft ferrite
has not only lower core loss and copper loss but also cheaper.
In addition, ferrite core has a drastic variation on permeability
according to DC magnetizing force. These advantages help
in designing the stepped air-gap inductor. The environment
temperature in the worst case should also be considered.
Fig. 11 shows the influence of environment temperature on
PC47. The saturated magnetic flux density has a 100 m Tesla
difference between 25 ◦C and 120 ◦C.

Second, to achieve the volume requirement of the peak-
load operation, (11) can help designers optimize L2 wisely.

TABLE 1. Comparison of magnetic material.

FIGURE 12. Stepped air-gap inductor curve and IL_max curve at full-load
and peak-load conditions.

Moreover, inductance L1 can be optimized by the concern of
current ripple and efficiency in normal operation (IL below
Isurge). Finally, the designers can determine the proper pro-
portion of <core1 and <core2 by using (9).

In the application of PFC converter, the maximum inductor
current IL_max, varies with input inductance and output power.
With average current method, the relationship can be easily
found out and expressed as Equation (12). Additionally, the
designers can overlay (12) with Fig. 4 as Fig.12 shown. Thus,
the designed inductor can be sure to operate in L1 region in
full load conditions and operate in L2 region in peak load
conditions.

L
(
IL_max ,Po

)
=

√
2 · Vin_rms ·

(
1−

√
2·Vin_rms
Vo

)
2 · fs

(
IL_max −

√
2·Po

Vin_rms

) (12)

IV. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS
To confirm the validity of the proposed method, the normal
power 1 kW prototype of the PFC converter is implemented
and promoted to 2 kW with stepped air-gap inductor. The
specification of the prototype is shown in TABLE 2. Besides,
the components are also listed in TABLE 2. They are chosen
based on the peak inductor current. Inductance, 110 and
55 µH, are selected as L1 and L2 of stepped air-gap inductor
in full-load and peak-load conditions, respectively. Finally,
the inductor is presented in Fig. 13. The proposed inductor
can handle peak power operation. TABLE 3 shows that the
volume of the inductor is also limited as the conventional one.
However, the turns are increased to 36 turns to widen the load
range of operation further.

The stepped air-gap inductor is compared with the con-
ventional air-gap inductor in the case of same turns and vol-
ume. Based on finite element simulation software, fringing
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FIGURE 13. Inductance measurement results.

TABLE 2. Specification and resonant parameters.

TABLE 3. Designed parameters of inductor.

FIGURE 14. The magnetic flux density of the two inductors.

loss, core loss, and copper loss are included. Moreover, the
same DC triangle current excites both inductors, as shown in
Fig. 14. The loss simulation results are shown in Table 4. The
benefits of the proposed inductor can raise not only the perfor-
mance of the magnetic component but also the load-carrying
capability. In TABLE 4, the proposed inductor has smaller
fringing-flux effect on winding and improves the total copper
loss of the inductor. The core loss is also reduced because of
the difference of the geometry between two inductors.

In the AC analysis, since the behavior of the average
quantities has great effect in converters. The influence of
the stepped change on inductor can be verified by the
three-terminal PWM switch model proposed in [26]. Accord-

FIGURE 15. Small signal model of PWM switch.

TABLE 4. Loss comparison between the two inductors.

FIGURE 16. The time proportion of inductor current.

ing to three-terminal PWM switch model in Fig. 15(a), the
equivalent dc and small-signal model of PWM switch is
shown as Fig. 15(b). The voltage source and the current
source depend on the terminal voltage and current in Equation

(13) and (14). Where D represents the duty-ratio, and
∧

d
represents the small signal of the duty-ratio. In this model,
the value of stepped air-gap inductor is based on the inductor
current. Thus, the average quality of the inductor, Lavg, can
be modeled as Equation (15) and shown in Fig. 15(c). Where
k is the time proportion constant of inductor current depicted
in Fig. 16.

∧

ia = D
∧

ic+Ic
∧

d (13)

∧
vap =

∧
vcp
D
−
Vap
D

∧

d (14)

Lavg =
1

k
L1
+

1−k
L2

(15)

Fig. 17 shows the dual loop control of converter. Where
Fm is the modulator gain of PWM generator, Rs is the current
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FIGURE 17. The dual loop control of the converter.

FIGURE 18. Bode plot of Gid.

FIGURE 19. Bode plot of current loop after compensation.

sensed resistor, KM is the divided voltage sensed from input
line voltage. They all list in TABLE 5. Besides,GCA andGEA
are the compensator of current loop and voltage loop, respec-
tively. They are both 2p-2z filter in the Equation (16) and
list in TABLE 6, finally. The expected duty-to-input transfer
function can be thus model as Equation (17). The inductor
characteristic will be changed according to different inductor
current conditions and time proportion constant, k . Therefore,

FIGURE 20. Equivalent small-signal model of Gvc.

FIGURE 21. Bode plot of voltage loop after compensation.

Fig. 18 shows the bode plot of Gid when the input inductor
current is equal to 10A, 25A and 40A, respectively. The
simulation results verified the mathematic model. Besides,
the variation of the inductor doesn’t affect dynamic behavior
badly. The crossover frequency is just double, compared 40A
with 10A. Thus, the bandwidth of the current loop can be
still controlled to one-sixth of the switching frequency as
Fig. 19 shown. Finally, with the compensator, GCA, the band-
width of current loop is 10 kHz, the gain margin is −90 dB,
and the phase margin is 60 degree. The high-frequency cur-
rent ripple of the inductor will be filtered out, successfully.

H (z) =
B0 + B1z−1 + B2z−2

A0 + A1z−1 + A2z−2
(16)
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FIGURE 22. Key waveform of conventional inductor with 110 VAC input
and 1 kW output conditions [ch1 = vin, ch2 = iL, ch3 = vgs, and ch4 = Vo
(Time: 2.2 ms/div)].

Gid (s) =

∧

iL
∧

d
= Kid

1+ s/ωZC
1+ s/Qωo + s2/ω2

o
(17)

where

Kid =
2Vo

RL (1− D)2
, ωZC =

2
RLCo

ωo =
1− D√
LavgCo

, Q = RL (1− D)
√
Co/Lavg (18)

For the voltage loop, to achieve stable output voltage, the
bandwidth will be set to one-sixth of line-voltage frequency.
The tracked input voltage will be thus view as a DC source,
Vin_rms. In Fig. 20(a), according to the three-terminal method
proposed in [27]. The ac model shown in Fig. 20(b) can
be construct to illustrate the relationship between the small
signals. The current source and the resistance are based
on the power conversation of the input and output termi-
nals and depicted in Equation (19). Finally, the equivalent
model can be further simplified to Fig. 20(c) to discuss the
influence from the command, vea, to the output voltage, vo.
The expected control-to-output transfer function can be thus
model as Equation (20). It can be seen that the stepped air-gap
inductor has no influence on voltage loop because of low-
bandwidth. At last, with the compensator, GEA, the bode plot
of the voltage loop on 1 kW and 2 kW are shown in Fig. 21.
The bandwidth is 19Hz, the gain margin is −180 dB, and
the phase margin is 65 degree. The output voltage will be
regulated at fixed voltage.

M =
Vo

Vin_rms
, ri =

ro
M2 , gi =

Vin_rms
KM

,

ro = RLgf =
2M
ro
, gc =

Vin_rms
KM ·M

(19)

FIGURE 23. Key waveform of conventional inductor with 230 VAC input
and 1 kW output conditions [ch1 = vin, ch2 = iL, ch3 = vgs, and ch4 = Vo
(Time: 2.2 ms/div)].

TABLE 5. The coefficient of the compensator.

TABLE 6. The coefficient of the compensator.

TABLE 7. Comparison between the two inductors.

Gvc (s) =
∧
vo
∧
vea
= gc ·

ro//RL
1+ sCo (ro//RL)

(20)

The experiment waveforms of conventional and stepped
air-gap inductor in the full-load condition are respectively
shown in Fig. 22 and 23. Both inductors are not saturated,
and the waveform of both inductor current iL are identical.
Therefore, the efficiency and power factor (PF) values are
similar, as shown in Fig. 24(a) and (b). The proposed inductor
has the slightly lower inductance when the input voltage
is 110 Vac. Thus, the RMS value of input current will be
increased and slightly aggravate the conduction loss.
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FIGURE 24. Comparison between conventional and stepped air-gap
inductor.

FIGURE 25. Waveform of stepped air-gap inductor with 110 VAC input
and 2 kW peak power conditions [ch1 = vin, ch2 = iL, ch3 = vgs, and
ch4 = Vo (Time: 2.2 ms/div)].

FIGURE 26. Stepped air-gap inductor variation with 110 VAC input and
2 kW peak power conditions at input current phase equal to 77◦ [ch1 =
vin, ch2 = iL, ch3 = vgs, and ch4 = Vo (Time: 4 µs/div)].

Fig. 25 and 26 show the key waveform of stepped air-
gap inductor operated in peak-load conditions and low input
voltage. The stepped air-gap inductor is reduced after 25 A,

FIGURE 27. Waveform of stepped air-gap inductor with 230 VAC input
and 2 kW peak power conditions [ch1 = vin, ch2 = iL, ch3 = vgs, and
ch4 = Vo (Time: 2.2 ms/div)].

FIGURE 28. Stepped air-gap inductor variation with 230 VAC input and
2 kW peak power conditions at input current phase equal to 90◦ [ch1 =
vin, ch2 = iL, ch3 = vds, and ch4 = Vo (Time: 4 µs/div)].

FIGURE 29. Load transient from normal-full-load conditions to
peak-power-load conditions with stepped air-gap inductor (110 VAC
input) [ch1 = vin, ch2 = iL, ch3 = Io, and ch4 = Vo (Time:20 ms/div)].

FIGURE 30. Load transient from normal-full-load conditions to
peak-power-load conditions with stepped air-gap inductor (230 VAC
input) [ch1 = vin, ch2 = iL, ch3 = Io, and ch4 = Vo (Time:20 ms/div)].

and according to (1), it occurs at the θ about 77◦. Thus,
the ripple of the inductor increases. Fig. 27 and 28 show
the key waveform of stepped air-gap inductor operated in
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FIGURE 31. Prototype of the proposed steeped air-gap inductor for PFC
converter.

peak-load conditions and high input voltage. The input induc-
tor is kept with 110 µH because the inductor current is
below 25 A. Fig. 29 and 30 show the step transient responses
from 1 kW to 2 kW. The converter can be regulated success-
fully because the variation of inductor hardly affects the dual
loop control of the converter. Finally, TABLE 7 concludes
the comparisons and advantages of the proposed inductor.
The proposed inductor not only has the same efficiency per-
formance but also maintain the volume of the conventional
inductor. Furthermore, it promotes the power capability from
1 kW to 2 kW.

V. CONCLUSION
This paper presents a modified input inductor for the peak
power application of the PFC converter. The geometry of the
inductor is analyzed, and the design is presented. The stepped
air-gap inductor can increase the power-carrying capability
by the partial saturation of the magnetic core. Compared
with the conventional inductor, the volume of the magnetic
component can be effectively reduced. Moreover, the conver-
sion efficiency and the PF value are identical with those of
the conventional inductor under normal-load conditions. The
validity of this paper is confirmed by the experimental results.
Finally, the proposed design is fulfilled with input of 110/264
VAC and output of 384 VDC. The power-carrying capability
of the PFC input inductor is promoted from 1 kW to 2 kW
for peak-power-load conditions and the prototype is shown
in Fig. 31.
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