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ABSTRACT In this paper, we propose a geometric control law for attitude robust control problem of a
rigid body system without angular velocity measurement. We suppose there is a disturbance related to
angular velocity and attitude in the system. Under appropriate controllers, the estimated values of attitude
and angular velocity obtained by an angular velocity observer can converge to the true values exponentially
by the Lyapunov stability theorem. Furthermore, by modifying an adaptive law for the inertia matrix, the
exponential stabilization of the system can still be guaranteedwithout the knowledge of the true inertia matrix
with the same way. The angular velocity observer we designed ensures the global exponential stability in the
system. Finally, the proposed theoretical results are verified by our simulation examples.

INDEX TERMS Attitude control, rigid body, disturbance, angular velocity observer.

I. INTRODUCTION
Rigid body doesn’t change shape, size and the distances
between the mass points under pressure, which is popular
in defense and civilian fields such as underwater vehicles,
the unmanned aerial vehicle and gossamer spacecraft [1], [2].
In recent years, the research on the rigid body system has been
a hot topic. Among them, the attitude control is always the
focus and difficulty in rigid body research.

Attitude control problem is to control the attitude of a rigid
body so that it can keep in within the allowable range. The
attitude control of a rigid body can be divided into two cate-
gories: attitude tracking and attitude stabilization [3]. Attitude
control problem especially for the full attitude states (i.e., the
attitude and the angular velocity) has been extensively studied
in the past, such as robust attitude control [4] and adaptive
attitude control [5], which usually requires that the angular
velocity and attitude have to be measured [6], [7]. Attitude
control is a very important part of rigid body control, which
is the basis for tracking, positioning and other flight tasks.

In practical applications, the measurement of angular
velocity may not be available because of the size, quality,
reliability and technical limitations of the rigid body sys-
tem [8], [9]. Moreover, due to the complexity of the angular
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velocity sensor, it often fails in the task and can not get the
information of the angular velocity in time, so that many
rigid body systems are not equipped with angular veloc-
ity sensors [10]–[12]. When the velocity measurements are
not available, we usually use estimators of angular velocity
instead of the real values. Nonlinear observer is often used
to solve angular v elocity measurement problems, which can
avoid turning rigid body nonlinear system into linear one.
Using the relationship between attitude and angular velocity,
angular velocity information can be obtained from attitude
information, which is called two-step. The first step is to
determine the attitude information through appropriate mea-
surements. The second step is to estimate the angular velocity
information by differentiating the attitude time, which pro-
duces the high frequency noise easily. Based on this problem,
scholars of various countries put forward different methods.
It is common to design angular velocity observer based on
Euler equation. Another commonly used method is to bypass
the first step of attitude estimation and reconstruct the angular
velocity of the rotating rigid body directly using the results
of vector measurement. An angular velocity observer with
separate attributes is defined to get the estimated value of
the angular velocity, e.g., [13], [14]. Introducing an auxiliary
dynamical system to generate damping terms in the absence
of the actual angular velocities [13], [15], [16], which is
equivalent to the angular velocity observer in some cases.
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In these literatures, attitude tracking control system has good
exponential stability, i.e., the estimated values of angular
velocity and attitude tend to the true values exponentially.

The rigid body system is highly nonlinear [17] and subject
to interference including internal and external environment
and time delays, whose influence in the accuracy and stability
of a rigid body system leads to the degradation of system
performance [18]–[20]. Therefore, the attitude dynamic func-
tion should be built with unknown parameter and distur-
bance [21], [22]. To study the stability of a dynamic system
with disturbances is a hot research topic [23]. Design the
active disturbance rejection controller (ADRC) can resist
external interference and improve the robustness of the sys-
tem [24]. Introducing an adaptive control method also can
deal with this problem [16], [25]. However, most literatures
assume that disturbance is bounded and which does not have
generality.

To avoid singularities and ambiguities, we use rotation
matrix denoting attitude rather than quaternion, Euler angler
and modified Rodrigues parameter. The attitude of a rigid
body can be modeled by a linear transformation between
inertial frame and fixed frame. The rotation matrix is unique
and global, i.e., the attitude of each rigid body corresponds to
the only one of rotation matrix exactly [26], [27]. Therefore,
in recent years, researchers have begun to focus on the stabil-
ity and tracking of rotation matrices. It can be seen from the
above discussion, the attitude control for a rigid body system
without angular velocity measurement is a very important
research problem. However, this problem is difficult when the
disturbances exist. In addition, it is more challenging to solve
this problem by using a rotation matrix and there is no result,
to the best of our knowledge.

Motivated by the above discussion, we study the attitude
control for a rigid body system without angular velocity
measurement in the presence of disturbance. Contributions
of this paper are given as follows.

(1) For unknown external disturbance in the system, when
the disturbance is a quantity related to angular velocity
and attitude error functions rather than a unknown bounded
number, we discuss the exponential stability of the error
functions.

(2) We define an angular velocity observer such that the
estimated values of the angular and attitude approximate
exponentially to the true values (Theorem 1).

(3) We propose an adaptive attitude control and prove that
the estimated values of attitude, angular velocity and inertia
matrix tend to the true values (Theorem 2), when the inertia
matrix is unknown.

1) For unknown external disturbance in the system, when
the disturbance is a quantity related to angular veloc-
ity and attitude error functions rather than a unknown
bounded number, we discuss the exponential stability
of the error functions.

2) We define an angular velocity observer such that the
estimated values of the angular and attitude approxi-
mate exponentially to the true values (Theorem 1).

3) We propose an adaptive attitude control and prove that
the estimated values of attitude, angular velocity and
inertia matrix tend to the true values (Theorem 2), when
the inertia matrix is unknown.

This paper is organized as follows. The rigid body sys-
tem and an angular velocity observer are formulated in
Section II. An adaptive control approach is proposed for the
exponentially stabilization of attitude and angular velocity
in Section III. On the basis of Section III, we consider the
exponentially stability of attitude and angular velocity in
Section IV, when the inertia matrix is unknown. Simulation
results are offered in Section V. The conclusion of this paper
is summarized in Section VI.
Notations: R and R+ denote real number set and positive

real number set. R3×3, R3 indicate 3 × 3 real matrices and
3 × 1 vectors, respectively. λm(.) and λM (.) indicate the
minimum and maximum eigenvalues of a matrix. Similarly,
max{.} and min{.} are the maximum and the minimum of the
given numbers. Suppose that a matrix A is reversible, A−1

expresses the inverse of A. AT and tr(A) are the transpose
and the trace of the matrix A, respectively. For any x ∈ Rn,
A ∈ Rn×n, the 2-norm of x and A are defined as ‖ x ‖=
√
xT x, and ‖ A ‖2 =

√
λM (ATA), and the Frobenius norm of

A is ‖ A ‖F =
√
tr(ATA). diag(.) denotes a diagonal matrix.

Let SO(3) be the rotation attitude set, SO(3) = {R ∈ R3×3
}.

‘‘·’’ and ‘‘×’’ are the inner and outer products of two vectors,
respectively. the hat map (.)∧ : R3

→ ςo(3) transforms a
vector to a skew-symmetric matrix, where ςo(3) is the Lie
algebra of SO(3) satisfying ςo(3) = {A ∈ R3×3

|AT = −A}.
For any x = (x1, x2, x3), y = (y1, y2, y3) ∈ R3, one has

x̂ =

 0 −x3 x2
x3 0 −x1
−x2 x1 0

, and x̂y = x × y = −y × x = −ŷx.

The inverse of the hat map is defined as (.)∨: ςo(3)→ R3.

II. BACKGROUND
A. ATTITUDE DYNAMICS OF A RIGID BODY
We consider the attitude dynamics of a fully-actuated rigid

body. We define two coordinate frames: an inertial reference
frame and a body-fixed frame. The attitude of the rigid body
is denoted by R ∈ SO(3) that represents the transformation of
a vector from the body-fixed frame to the inertial reference
frame.
The rotation matrix R satisfies the following equations:

RTR = RRT = I3×3, (1)

det(R) = 1. (2)

Let SO(3) represents the set of rotation matrix, i.e.

SO(3) = {R ∈ R3×3 | RTR = RRT = I3×3, det(R) = 1} (3)

The set SO(3) can be regarded as a Lie group with rotation
matrix as the identity element and matrix multiplication as
the group operation rule, and called the set SO(3) three-
dimensional rotation group. The equations of motion are
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presented as follows [28], [29],

J�̇+�× J� = u+1, (4)

Ṙ = R�̂, (5)

where J ∈ R3×3 is the inertia matrix, u ∈ R3 is the control
input, � ∈ R3 is the angular velocity of the rigid body
in the body-fixed frame, and 1 ∈ R3 expresses unknown
disturbance.

B. ANGULAR VELOCITY OBSERVER
Now an observer is constructed such that the value of

angular velocity is estimated when the attitude measurements
and the control input are available. Let the estimators of the
attitude R and the angular velocity � be R̄ ∈ SO(3), and
�̄ ∈ R3, respectively. It’s worth noting that the angular
velocity observer is designed in the body-fixed frame.

We define the error between the true attitude and the esti-
mate attitude as Q ∈ SO(3), i.e., Q = RR̄T . It can be noted
that if R = R̄, then Q = I3×3.

We define an attitude error function 9, an attitude error
vector eR, and an angular velocity error vector e� as follows:

9 =
1
2
tr[G(I − Q)], (6)

eR =
1
2
(GQT − QG)∨, (7)

e� = �− Q�̄, (8)

where G = diag(g1, g2, g3), g1, g2, g3 ∈ R are positive
constants. From [30], we can get the following Lemmas:
Lemma 1:

9̇ = eRT e�, (9)

Lemma 2:

ėR = Ec(Q)e�, (10)

where Ec(Q) = 1
2 tr([QG]I − QG) satisfies

||Ec(Q)|| < 1
√
2
tr[G].

Lemma 3:

ė� = J−1(u+1−�× J�)− α, (11)

where α = −�̂Q�̄+ Q ˙̄�.
Lemma 4: Assuming 9 ≤ ψ ≤ n1, then

n1
n2+n3
||eR||2 ≤

9 ≤ n1n4
n5(n1−ψ)

||eR||2, where

n1 = min{g1 + g2, g2 + g3, g3 + g1},
n2 = max{(g1 − g2)2, (g2 − g3)2, (g3 − g1)2},
n3 = max{(g1 + g2)2, (g2 + g3)2, (g3 + g1)2},
n4 = max{g1 + g2, g2 + g3, g3 + g1},
n5 = min{(g1 + g2)2, (g2 + g3)2, (g3 + g1)2}.

From [31], we get the dynamics of the estimators of the
angular velocity as follows:
˙̄� = J−1(u+1− �̄×J�̄)− α + J−1(u+1−�× J�),

(12)
˙̄R = R̄ ˆ̄�. (13)

The angular velocity observer is designed in the body-fixed
frame, the dynamics function can be converted into each other
in body-fixed frame and inertial reference.

III. ATTITUDE TRACKING CONTROL
In this section, we will design controllers such that the zero

equilibrium of the estimated error variables is exponentially
stable.
Lemma 5: Assume that a matrix A is a symmetric matrix,

then for any vector x ∈ Rn, the following inequality is
satisfied [32], λm(A)‖ x ‖2 ≤ xTAx ≤ λM (A)‖ x ‖2.
Assumption 1: Let eA = e�+ceR be an augmented vector,

where c is a positive constant. Assume that the disturbance is
related to eA, i.e.,1 = keA, k ∈ R+. Therefore, the rigid body
dynamics equations (4), (5) are related to the estimation error
dynamics (7), (8).
Remark 1: In [25], [33], [34],the disturbance is assumed to

be related to angular velocity. Motivated by the above results
and considering that the attitude error is related to the angular
velocity, we assume that the disturbance is linearly related to
angular velocity error vector.
Theorem 1: Suppose that assumption 1 is satisfied. Con-

sider the system (4),(5), the control input is chosen as

u = −kReR − k�e� +�× J�+ Jα + ν. (14)

When c satisfies

c < min{
1
λM

√
2λmn1kR
n2 + n3

,

√
2kRn1n4

λMn5(n1 − ψ)
,

√
2(kR −M )
λM tr[G]

,
4k�kR − 4MkR

2
√
2kRλM tr[G]+ k�2

+ 8k�M
}, (15)

where parameters kR, k� ∈ R+, ν = δ2eA
δ‖eA‖+ε

, M =

δ2+kδ‖eA‖+kε
δ‖eA‖+ε

, δ, k, ε ∈ R+, the angular velocity observers

(12), (13) guarantee that the zero equilibrium of the tracking
error (eR, e�) is exponentially stable.

Proof 1: Consider the following Lyapunov function:

V =
1
2
e�T Je� + kR9 + ce�T JeR. (16)

Firstly, we can obtain

ξTW1ξ ≤ V ≤ ξTW2ξ, (17)

where ξ = (‖ e� ‖, ‖ eR ‖)T . In addition, the matrices
W1,W2 ∈ R2×2 are given as follows

W1 =


1
2
λm −

1
2
cλM

−
1
2
cλM

n1kR
n2 + n3

 ,

W2 =


1
2
λM

1
2
cλM

1
2
cλM

kRn1n4
n5(n1 − ψ)

 ,

which are positive definite according to (15). The proof
of (17) is given in Appendix A.
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Substituting (14) into (11), we can get

J ė� = −kReR − k�e� +1+ ν. (18)

The first derivation of V is given by

V̇ =
1
2
(J ė�)T e� +

1
2
e�T J ė� + kR9̇ + c(J ė�)T eR

+ce�T J ėR. (19)

From (9), (10) and (18), (19) can be written as

V̇ =
1
2
(−kReR − k�e� +1+ ν)T e� +

1
2
e�T (−kReR

−k�e� +1+ ν)+ kReTRe� + c(−kReR − k�e�
+1+ ν)T eR + ce�T JEc(Q)e�

= −
1
2
kReTRe� −

1
2
k�e�

T
e� +

1
2
(1+ ν)T e� −

1
2
kR

e�T eR −
1
2
k�e�T e� +

1
2
e�T (1+ ν)+ kReTRe�

−ckReTReR − ck�e�
T eR + c(1+ ν)T eR + ce�T J

Ec(Q)e�
= −k�e�T e� − ckReTReR − ck�e�

T eR
+(1+ ν)T (e� + ceR)+ ce�T JEc(Q)e�. (20)

From assumption 1, we can get

1+ ν = keA +
δ2eA

δ ‖ eA ‖ +ε

=
δ2eA + kδ ‖ eA ‖ eA + kεeA

δ ‖ eA ‖ +ε

=
δ2 + kδ ‖ eA ‖ +kε

δ ‖ eA ‖ +ε
eA. (21)

Let M = δ2+kδ‖eA‖+kε
δ‖eA‖+ε

, i. e.,

1+ ν = MeA. (22)

From (22), V̇ can be written as

V̇ 6 −k� ‖ e� ‖2 −ckR ‖ eR ‖2 +ck� ‖ e� ‖‖ eR ‖

+M ‖ e� ‖2 +2Mc ‖ e� ‖‖ eR ‖ +Mc2 ‖ eR ‖2

+
cλM tr[G]
√
2
‖ e� ‖2

= −ξTW3ξ, (23)

where

W3 =

k� −
cλM tr[G]
√
2
−M −

ck�
2
−Mc

−
ck�
2
−Mc ckR −Mc2


is positive definite according to (15). From [35], we can
know that the zero equilibrium of the tracking (eR, e�) is
exponentially stable.

IV. ADAPTIVE ATTITUDE TRACKING
In the section, we suppose that the inertia matrix is

unknown. J̄ denotes the estimated value of the inertia matrix
J , and the estimation error J̃ ∈ R3×3 is defined as J̃ = J − J̄ .
Theorem 2: Suppose that assumption 1 is satisfied. Con-

sider the system (4), (5), the control input and the dynamics
of the estimation of inertia matrix are chosen as

u = −kReR − k�e� +�× J̄�+ J̄α + ν, (24)
˙̄J =

kJ
2
(−αeTA − eAα

T
+ �̄�̄T êA − êA�̄�̄T

− 2σ J̃ ), (25)

where parameters kJ , σ ∈ R+. When c satisfies

c < min{
1
λM

√
2λmn1kR
n2 + n3

,

√
2kRn1n4

λMn5(n1 − ψE )
,

√
2(kR −M )
λM tr[G]

,
4k�kR − 4MkR

2
√
2kRλM tr[G]+ k�2

+ 8k�M
}, (26)

angular velocity observers (12), (13) guarantee that the zero
equilibrium of tracking (eR, e�, J̃ ) is exponentially stable.

Proof 2: Consider the following Lyapunov function:

V =
1
2
e�T Je� + kR9 + cJe�T eR +

1
2kJ
‖ J̃ ‖2F . (27)

Similar to the proof of (17), we can obtain

zTW4z ≤ V ≤ zTW5z, (28)

where

z = (‖ e� ‖, ‖ eR ‖, ‖ J̃ ‖F )
T ,

W4 =



1
2
λm −

1
2
cλM 0

−
1
2
cλM

n1kR
n2 + n3

0

0 0
1
2kJ

 ,

and

W5 =



1
2
λM

1
2
cλM 0

1
2
cλM

kRn1n4
n5(n1 − ψ)

0

0 0
1
2kJ


are positive definite according to (26).

Substituting (24) into (11), we get

J ė� = −kReR − k�e� −�× J̃�− J̃α + ν +1. (29)

The first derivation of V is given by

V̇ =
1
2
(J ė�)T e� +

1
2
e�T J ė� + kR9̇ + c(J ė�)T eR

+cJe�T ėR +
1
kJ

tr[J̃ ˙̃J ]. (30)
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From (9), (10) and (29), (30) can be written as

V̇

= −
1
2
kReTRe� −

1
2
k�eT�e� −

1
2
(�× J̃�)T e� −

1
2
(J̃α)T

×e� +
1
2
(ν +1)T e� −

1
2
kReT�eR −

1
2
k�eT�e� −

1
2
eT�

×(�× J̃�)−
1
2
e�T J̃α +

1
2
eT�(ν +1)+ kReTRe� − ckR

×eTReR − ck�e�
T eR − c(�× J̃�)T eR − cJ̃αT eR

+c(ν +1)T eR + cJe�TEc(Q)e� +
1
kJ

(tr)[J̃ ˙̃J ]

= −k�e�T e� − ckReRT eR − (�× J̃�)T eA − (̃Jα)T eA

+(ν +1)T eA − ck�e�T eR + cJe�TEc(Q)e� +
1
kJ

×tr[J̃ ˙̃J ]

= −k�e�T e� − ckReRT eR − ck�e�T eR + cJEc(Q)e�

+σ‖ J̃ ‖F
2
+ (ν +1)T eA, (31)

where the proof of the last step of (31) is presented in
Appendix B.

V̇ 6 −k� ‖ e� ‖2 −ckR‖ eR ‖2 + ck� ‖ e� ‖‖ eR ‖

+
cλM tr(G)
√
2
‖ e� ‖2 + σ‖ J̃ ‖F

2
+M‖ e� ‖2

+2Mc ‖ e� ‖‖ eR ‖ +Mc2‖ eR ‖2

= −zTW6z (32)

where

W6 =


k� −

cλM tr(G)
√
2
−M −

ck�
2
−Mc 0

−
ck�
2
−Mc ckR −Mc2 0

0 0 −σ

 ,

is positive definite according to (26). So, we can know that
the zero equilibrium (eR, e�, J̃ ) is exponentially stable.

V. NUMERICAL SIMULATIONS
In this section, the performance of the proposed con-

trol laws will be investigated through numerical simula-
tions. We consider the results obtained in Theorem 1 and
Theorem 2. To illustrate the influence of the the inertia matrix
in system, the simulation selects the same parameters to
verify deliberately. The initial attitude, angular velocity and
the inertia matrix of rigid body are given by R(0) = I3×3,
� = [1, 3, 2], and J (0) = diag(1, 2, 3). The controller
parameters are given as follows: G = diag(1, 1, 1); kR =
5; k� = 5; c = 0.02; δ = 3; ε = 3; k = 0.001; and kJ = 3.
Thus we can see that c satisfies (15) and (26).
Simulation results of Theorem 2 are shown in Figure 1,

where the inertia matrix is known. Simulation results of
Theorem 2 are shown in Figure 2, where the inertia matrix
is unknown, and we introduce the estimated values of it.
In Figures 1 and 2, the red, blue, and green lines express
the first, second and the third elements of the tracking error

FIGURE 1. Angular error vector e� and attitude error vector eR obtained
by using Theorem 1.

FIGURE 2. Angular velocitye�, attitude error vector eR , and inertia matrix
error J̃ obtained by using Theorem 2.

vectors. For example, ei� is the ith element of e�. From
these figures, we can find that the values of each error vector
converge to zero exponentially.

In Figures 1 and 2, the angular velocity and attitude error
simulation results are similar or even consistent. For further
compare the converge of Theorem 1 and Theorem 2, we take
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FIGURE 3. Comparison of e� obtained by using the control laws of
Theorem 1 and Theorem 2.

e� as an example. The comparison results are shown in
Figure 3, where line and dot lines represent the results of
convergence affected by controller (14) and (24), respec-
tively. In order to compare expediently, we chose the graph
from 0 to 200. As can be seen from the Figure 3, the conver-
gence speed of the dots lines is obviously faster in the latter
half, i.e., the convergence result of Theorem 2 is faster than
Theorem 1. Therefore, whether the inertia matrix is known
or not, the adaptive controller proposed in this paper can
guarantee the stability of the rigid body system (4)-(5).

VI. CONCLUSION
In this paper, an angular velocity observer is defined to

obtain the estimated values of angular velocity, and attitude
estimation is obtained by using the relationship between atti-
tude and angular velocity. The errors of the estimated and true
values can be proved to be zero exponentially by Lyapunov
functions. On this basis, assuming we can’t get the true value
of inertia matrix, then it is also proved that the errors between
attitude and angular velocity tend to zero exponentially by
modifying the control input and other variables in the system,
which further improves that the estimated value of the inertia
matrix to the true value. The simulation results are provided
to illustrate our proposed results. In this paper, the system
disturbance is not limited to 0 or bounded, but related to
angular velocity and attitude error variables. However, which
is a very special model, so we need to make more general
assumptions about the system disturbance in the future, and
also prove which satisfies system stability.

APPENDIX A
PROOF OF EQUATION (17)
From Lemma 5, the first term of (16) satisfies

1
2
λm ‖ e� ‖2 6

1
2
e�T Je� 6

1
2
λM‖ e� ‖2. (33)

From Lemma 4, the second term of (16) satisfies

kRn1
n2 + n3

‖ eR ‖2 6 kR9 6
kRn1n4

n5(n1 − ψ)
‖ eR ‖2. (34)

For any symmetric matrix M and vectors x, y ∈ R3, it can
be obtained that

−λM (M ) ‖ x ‖‖ y ‖ 6 Mx · y = xTMy

6 λM (M ) ‖ x ‖‖ y ‖ . (35)

In fact, one has

− ‖ Mx ‖‖ y ‖ 6 Mx · y =‖ Mx ‖‖ y ‖ cosθ

6 ‖ Mx ‖‖ y ‖ . (36)

It can be noted that

‖ Mx ‖=
√
xTMMx =

√
xTM2x 6 λM (M ) ‖ x ‖, (37)

according to Lemma 5. From (36) and (37), (35) is satisfied.
Thus, the third term of (16) satisfies

−cλM ‖ e� ‖‖ eR ‖ 6 ce�T JeR
6 cλM ‖ e� ‖‖ eR ‖ . (38)

From (33), (34), and (38), one can obtain that
1
2λm ‖ e� ‖

2
+

kRn1
n2+n3
‖ eR ‖2 − cλM ‖ e� ‖‖ eR ‖6 V 6

1
2λM‖ e� ‖

2
+

kRn1n4
n5(n1−ψ)

‖ eR ‖2 + cλM ‖ e� ‖‖ eR ‖.

APPENDIX B
PROOF OF EQUATION (31)
For any vectors x, y, z, the following equalities are satisfied,
x̂y = x× y, x · (y× z) = z · (x× y), and x · y = tr(xyT ). Thus,
one has (�× J̃�)T eA = (�̄× J̃�) · eA = eA · (�× J̃�) =
J̃� · (eA × �) = tr[J̃�)(eA × �)T ]. Meanwhile, it can be
noted that (J̃α)T eA = tr(J̃αeTA ).

Since, ˙̃J = −˙̄J , the sum of the 3rd, 4th and 8th terms of
the last second equality of (31) is

−(�× J̃�)T eA − (J̃α)T eA +
1
kJ

tr(J̃ ˙̃J )

= tr[J̃ (−�(eA ×�)T − αeTA +
1
kJ
·
kJ
2
(αeTA + eAα

T

−��T êA + êA��T
+ 2σ J̃ ))]. (39)

It is noting that,

tr[��T êA] = tr[��T êA
T ] = tr[êA

T
��T ] = −tr[êA��T ]

= −tr[êA ×��T ] = −tr[� · (eA ×�)T ], (40)

where, the 4th equality of (40) holds true since êA
T
= −êA.

In addition, the 5th equality of (40) holds true due to x̂y =
x × y. Substitute (40) into (39), one can obtain the following
equality

−(�× J̃�)T eA − (J̃α)T eA +
1
kJ

tr(J̃ ˙̃J ) = σ tr(J̃2)

= σ ‖ J̃ ‖2F ,

which further proves the last equality of (31).

REFERENCES
[1] S. Yang and C. Sultan, ‘‘Modeling of tensegrity-membrane systems,’’ Int.

J. Solids Struct., vol. 82, pp. 125–143, Mar. 2016.
[2] T. Sun, X.-M. Sun, X. Zhao, and H. Liu, ‘‘Attitude control of rigid

bodies: An energy-optimal geometric switching control approach,’’
IEEE/ASME Trans. Mechatronics, early access, May 21, 2021, doi:
10.1109/TMECH.2021.3082636.

[3] Z. Wang, Y. Su, and L. Zhang, ‘‘Fixed-time attitude tracking control for
rigid spacecraft,’’ IET Contr. Theory Appl., vol. 14, no. 5, pp. 790–799,
2019.

36882 VOLUME 10, 2022

http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TMECH.2021.3082636


J. Zhao, F. Li: Attitude Control for Rigid-Body With Dynamic Disturbance

[4] H. Lin and Y. Jia, ‘‘Finite-time attitude stabilisation for a class of
stochastic spacecraft systems,’ IET Control Theory Appl., vol. 9, no. 8,
pp. 1320–1327, 2015.

[5] W. Gai, Y. Zhou, M. Zhong, C. Sheng, and J. Zhang, ‘‘Simple adaptive
control with an adaptive anti-windup compensator for the unmanned aerial
vehicle attitude control,’’ IEEE Access, vol. 8, pp. 52323–52332, 2020.

[6] G. Xie and L. Wang, ‘‘Consensus control for a class of networks of
dynamic agents,’’ Int. J. Robust Nonlinear Control, vol. 17, nos. 10–11,
pp. 941–959, Jul. 2007.

[7] C.-X. Fan, Y. Qiao, and L. Ji, ‘‘UAV attitude synchronization based on
event-triggered without angular velocity measurement,’’ in Proc. Chin.
Control Decis. Conf. (CCDC), Jun. 2019, pp. 258–263.

[8] C.-X. Zhong, A.-F. Lai, Y. Guo, and Q.-W. Chen, ‘‘On attitude maneuver
control of flexible spacecraft without angular velocity sensors,’’ in Proc.
IEEE/SICE Int. Symp. Syst. Integr., Dec. 2013, pp. 318–323.

[9] I. Fadakar, B. Fidan, and J. Huissoon, ‘‘Robust adaptive attitude synchroni-
sation of rigid body networks on SO(3),’’ IET Control Theory Appl., vol. 9,
no. 1, pp. 52–61, Jan. 2015.

[10] J. Hu and H. Zhang, ‘‘Output feedback control for rigid-body attitude
with constant disturbances,’’ Int. J. Control, vol. 88, no. 3, pp. 602–612,
Mar. 2015.

[11] Q. Hu and B. Jiang, ‘‘Continuous finite-time attitude control for rigid
spacecraft based on angular velocity observer,’’ IEEE Trans. Aerosp. Elec-
tron. Syst., vol. 54, no. 3, pp. 1082–1092, Jun. 2018.

[12] Y. Zou and Z. Meng, ‘‘Velocity-free leader–follower cooperative attitude
tracking of multiple rigid bodies on SO(3),’’ IEEE Trans. Cybern., vol. 49,
no. 12, pp. 4078–4089, Dec. 2019.

[13] A. Abdessameud and A. Tayebi, ‘‘Attitude synchronization of a group of
spacecraft without velocity measurements,’’ IEEE Trans. Autom. Control,
vol. 54, no. 11, pp. 2642–2648, Nov. 2009.

[14] X. Peng, Z. Geng, and J. Sun, ‘‘The specified finite-time distributed
observers-based velocity-free attitude synchronization for rigid bodies
on SO(3),’’ IEEE Trans. Syst., Man, Cybern., Syst., vol. 50, no. 4,
pp. 1610–1621, Apr. 2020.

[15] A. Abdessameud and A. Tayebi, ‘‘On the coordinated attitude alignment
of a group of spacecraft without velocity measurements,’’ in Proc. 48th
IEEE Conf. Decis. Control (CDC) Held Jointly 28th Chin. Control Conf.,
Dec. 2009, pp. 1476–1481.

[16] Q. Chen, X. Ren, J. Na, and D. Zheng, ‘‘Adaptive robust finite-time neural
control of uncertain PMSM servo system with nonlinear dead zone,’’
Neural Comput. Appl., vol. 28, no. 12, pp. 3725–3736, 2016.

[17] D. Ding, Y. Shen, Y. Song, and Y. Wang, ‘‘Recursive state estimation for
discrete time-varying stochastic nonlinear systems with randomly occur-
ring deception attacks,’’ Int. J. Gen. Syst., vol. 45, no. 5, pp. 548–560,
Jul. 2016.

[18] Z. Wang, Y. Liu, and X. Liu, ‘‘H∞ filtering for uncertain stochastic time-
delay systems with sector-bounded nonlinearities,’’ Automatica, vol. 44,
no. 5, pp. 1268–1277, 2008.

[19] Z. Wang, D. Ding, and Y. Yuan, ‘‘Preface to the special issue on event-
based analysis and synthesis for general systems,’’ Int. J. Gen. Syst., vol. 47,
no. 5, pp. 395–400, Jul. 2018.

[20] B. Shen, Z. Wang, H. Tan, and H. Chen, ‘‘Robust fusion filtering over mul-
tisensor systemswith energy harvesting constraints,’’Automatica, vol. 131,
Sep. 2021, Art. no. 109782.

[21] H. Du, S. Li, and C. Qian, ‘‘Finite-time attitude tracking control of space-
craft with application to attitude synchronization,’’ IEEE Trans. Autom.
Control, vol. 56, no. 11, pp. 2711–2717, Nov. 2011.

[22] S. Habibkhah, J. Arasi, and H. Bolandi, ‘‘SPACSSIM: Simulation and
analysis software for mathematical modeling of satellite position and
attitude control systems,’’ Comput. Sci. Eng., vol. 19, no. 5, pp. 38–48,
2017.

[23] J. Suo, Z. Wang, B. Shen, and F. E. Alsaadi, ‘‘Event-triggered stabilisation
for switched delayed differential systems: The input-to-state stability,’’ IET
Contr. Theory Appl., vol. 14, no. 13, pp. 1711–1721, 2020.

[24] C. Kang, S. Wang, W. Ren, Y. Lu, and B. Wang, ‘‘Optimization design and
application of active disturbance rejection controller based on intelligent
algorithm,’’ IEEE Access, vol. 7, pp. 59862–59870, 2019.

[25] C. Dong, L. Xu, Y. Chen, and Q. Wang, ‘‘Networked flexible spacecraft
attitude maneuver based on adaptive fuzzy sliding mode control,’’ Acta
Astronautica, vol. 65, nos. 11–12, pp. 1561–1570, Dec. 2009.

[26] N. A. Chaturvedi, A. K. Sanyal, and N. H. McClamroch, ‘‘Rigid-body
attitude control,’’ IEEE Control Syst. Mag., vol. 31, no. 3, pp. 30–51,
Jun. 2011.

[27] H. An, J. Liu, C. Wang, and L. Wu, ‘‘Disturbance observer-based anti-
windup control for air-breathing hypersonic vehicles,’’ IEEE Trans. Ind.
Electron., vol. 63, no. 5, pp. 3038–3049, May 2016.

[28] T. Fernando, J. Chandiramani, T. Lee, and H. Gutierrez, ‘‘Robust adaptive
geometric tracking controls on SO(3) with an application to the attitude
dynamics of a quadrotor UAV,’’ in Proc. IEEE Conf. Decis. Control Eur.
Control Conf., Dec. 2011, pp. 7380–7385.

[29] E. Paraskevopoulos and S. Natsiavas, ‘‘A new look into the kinematics and
dynamics of finite rigid body rotations using lie group theory,’’ Int. J. Solids
Struct., vol. 50, no. 1, pp. 57–72, Jan. 2013.

[30] T. Lee, ‘‘Robust adaptive attitude tracking on SO(3) with an application
to a quadrotor UAV,’’ IEEE Trans. Control Syst. Technol., vol. 21, no. 5,
pp. 1924–1930, Sep. 2013.

[31] T.-H. Wu and T. Lee, ‘‘Angular velocity observer for velocity-free attitude
tracking control on SO(3),’’ in Proc. Eur. Control Conf. (ECC), Jul. 2015,
pp. 1824–1829.

[32] Y. Lin and Y. Zhang, ‘‘Synchronization of stochastic impulsive discrete-
time delayed networks via pinning control,’’ Neurocomputing, vol. 286,
pp. 31–40, Apr. 2018.

[33] I. Fadakar, B. Fidan, and J. P. Huissoon, ‘‘Coordinate independent adap-
tive attitude tracking control design for spacecraft robust to time-varying
system uncertainties,’’ Int. J. Control, vol. 90, no. 10, pp. 2206–2226,
Oct. 2017.

[34] W. Zhang, C. Dong, M. Ran, and Y. Liu, ‘‘Fully distributed time-varying
formation tracking control for multiple quadrotor vehicles via finite-time
convergent extended state observer,’’ Chin. J. Aeronaut., vol. 33, no. 11,
pp. 2907–2920, Nov. 2020.

[35] P. A. Ioannou and J. Sun,Robust Adaptive Control. Chelmsford,MA,USA:
Courier Corporation, 2012.

JINYU ZHAO received the B.S. degree in math-
ematics and applied mathematics from the East
China University of Science and Technology,
in 2019, where she is currently pursuing the mas-
ter’s degree.

Her research interests include rigid body sys-
tems, multi-agent systems, and event-triggered
control and their applications.

FANGFEI LI (Member, IEEE) received the Ph.D.
degree in applied mathematics from Tongji Uni-
versity, Shanghai, China, in 2012. From August
2016 to August 2017, she was a Research Fel-
low with the School of Electrical and Electronic
Engineering, Nanyang Technological University,
Singapore. From January 2018 to February 2018,
she was a Senior Research Assistant with the
Department of Mathematics, City University of
Hong Kong, Hong Kong. She is currently a Pro-

fessor with the School of Mathematics, East China University of Science
and Technology, Shanghai. She has published more than 30 articles in
international journals. Her research interests include logical systems, semi-
tensor product of matrices, secure control of cyber-physical systems, and
artificial intelligence and their applications. She is an Associate Editor of
IEEE ACCESS.

VOLUME 10, 2022 36883


