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ABSTRACT This paper studies a solution for efficient industrial Internet of things (IloT) communications
through an in-band full-duplex (IBFD) enabled private 5G network in frequency range 2 (FR2) band
(> 24.250 GHz), where ultra-reliable low-latency communications (URLLC) and enhanced mobile
broadband (eMBB) devices can be simultaneously served. Large-scale antenna array and RF beamforming
are applied, and a self-interference cancellation (SIC) scheme is proposed under such architecture.
Particularly, the proposed RF cancellation scheme addressed two key issues of extending current
technologies to wideband operations in FR2 band: limited operational bandwidth and the requirement for a
large number of cancellers. Then, a frequency domain-based digital canceller is proposed to process with the
residual self-interference (RSI) with short processing latency. A game theoretic user allocation algorithm is
proposed to minimise co-channel interference (CCI) in a heterogeneous environment. Given a typical IIoT
scenario, the performance of such IBFD private 5G network is evaluated in terms of bit error rate (BER)
and spectral efficiency (SE) through simulations and analysed based on numerical results and theoretical
calculations. It is demonstrated that the latency of uplink eMBB devices can be reduced by 54% through
IBFD radios, and the latency of downlink URLLC devices can be reduced to 0.5 ms with the help of flexible
numerology, mini-slot, and self-contained sub-frames introduced in 5G NR. IBFD radios can enhance the
SE by 92% compared to HD radios with our SIC and user allocation policy. The high SE in conjunction
with abundant resources in FR2 band provides multi-Gbps peak data rates, high reliability, and massive
connectivity.

INDEX TERMS Co-channel interference, FR2 band, in-band full-duplex, IIoT, private 5G network, self-

interference cancellation.

I. INTRODUCTION

5G and beyond is particularly attractive for industrial com-
munications due to its unified wireless interface, guaranteed
quality of service, mobility, security, and positioning [1].
Different from traditional human-centric communication
networks, industrial Internet of things (IloT) need to serve
multi-type devices for diverse applications, e.g., ultra-reliable
low-latency communications (URLLC) devices for control
applications, enhanced mobile broadband (eMBB) devices
for bandwidth-hungry applications, and massive machine-
type communications (mMTC) devices for monitoring
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applications [2], [3]. In order to cope up with such a hetero-
geneous environment, various requirements are introduced in
5G new radio (NR) such as ultra-high reliability, low latency,
high connection density, high energy and spectral efficiency,
and high flexibility [3]. In particular, the URLLC service is
the most challenging due to simultaneous requirements on
ultra-high reliability and low latency with limited resources.

To meet the stringent demand of huge capacities and
low latency in 5G and beyond IIoT networks, the in-band
full-duplex (IBFD) radios and frequency range 2 (FR2)
spectrum (> 24.250 GHz), i.e., millimeter wave (mmWave),
are investigated as promising techniques [4]-[7]. IBFD is a
novel paradigm that allows simultaneous transmission and
reception in the same frequency band, so it has the potential
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to enhance the spectrum efficiency and reduce the latency
of current time division duplex (TDD) or frequency division
duplex (FDD) systems [8]. FR2 provides much more unused
spectrum resources than FR1 band (< 7.25 GHz) for high
throughput [9], and is considered as a promising technology
for eMBB service [3]. For a specific industrial application,
the 5G network can be customised and referred to as a local
and private 5G network, which enables industrial players to
run their own local networks with dedicated equipment [1].
Besides, 5G NR introduces flexible numerology, mini-slot,
and self-contained sub-frames concepts to further reduce the
latency. The powerful capabilities of 5G NR techniques with
the dedicated nature of the local and private 5G network
are expected to deliver reliable communications for IIoT,
which cannot be achieved by 4G long term evolution (LTE)
radios.

Although IBFD and FR2 spectrum provide abundant ben-
efits, there are still problems to be solved in order to realise
these technologies in practice. Communications in FR2 band
suffers from the weak diffraction ability and susceptibility to
blockages due to the short carrier wavelength, resulting in
high path loss of communication links [6]. The simultaneous
transmission and reception enabled by the IBFD introduce
additional interference, i.e., co-channel interference (CCI)
from uplink (UL) users to downlink (DL) users and self-
interference (SI), which severely degrade the system capacity.
These issues have to be appropriately addressed to deliver
reliable and efficient IBFD communications in FR2 band.
Recent studies have successfully demonstrated optical self-
interference cancellation (see [10], [11] and references
therein) for efficient active analog SIC, where optical
components are explored to construct RF cancellers for
more accurate delays and frequency operations. In [12]
and [13], conventional polynomial cancellers and novel
neural networks-based cancellers are utilised to efficiently
bring the residual self-interference close to the receiver noise
floor. The processing latency for SIC, which is a significant
part of the end-to-end latency, is minimised with considerable
reliability in [14] for URLLC. As for the CCI, it is not as
significant as the SI due to nature propagation attenuation and
can be mitigated simply through interference alignment [15],
resource allocation [16] or beamforming [11], [17].

However, these implementations mainly focus on FR1
band within operational bandwidth below 100 MHz, while
lacking analysis of extending to FR2 band with a wider band-
width. Besides, since the private 5G network for IIoT works in
a heterogeneous environment, the solutions must be flexible
to support a mixture of multi-type devices. In this paper,
we propose solutions to solve these challenges under IloT
scenarios. Particularly, a self-interference cancellation (SIC)
scheme is proposed to efficiently suppress the significant
SI in the analog and digital domain, and a user allocation
algorithm is proposed to minimise the CCI. Our solutions
are given based on the system model in FR2 band, where
large-scale antenna arrays with RF beamforming are utilised
to compensate for the high path loss while saving the
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financial cost and energy consumption. Our contributions are
summarised as

o We evaluate the performance of a private 5G NR
network equipped with IBFD base stations that provides
simultaneous URLLC and eMBB services based on FR2
channel models. We utilise 5G NR 4 x scaled numerol-
ogy (60 kHz of subcarrier spacing), self-contained
sub-frames, and mini-slot for URLLC devices, which
could reduce the latency by half while remaining high
throughput with the help of abundant resources provided
by FR2 band, large-scale antenna array, and IBFD
radios. Based on the numerical results of bit-error-
rate (BER) and spectral efficiency (SE) and theoretical
analysis, the performance of this private 5G network is
evaluated in terms of throughput, latency, reliability, and
device density.

« We adopt large-scale antenna arrays to compensate for
the high path loss in FR2 band and RF beamforming to
save the cost and energy through significantly reducing
the number of RF chains. Taking advantage of such
architecture, we propose to tap the reference signals
for RF cancellation from RF chains instead of antennas
to reduce the number of RF cancellers, making it
practically feasible with large-scale antenna arrays. The
effect of the RF beamforming on the SIC with such
architecture is firstly analysed in this paper in terms of
delay spread.

« We explore optical components to construct a multi-
tap RF canceller for a sufficient number of taps and
wideband RF signal processing properties at 28 GHz.
Compared with existing designs (see [10] and references
therein), we considered the processing properties of
components for FR2 band and investigated a method
to provide sufficient delay lines using normal com-
ponents instead of elaborate components (e.g., fiber
Bragg gratings) to save the cost, which gives a cost-
friendly efficient RF cancellation scheme for FR2 band
scenarios.

« We investigate a digital canceller that operates in the
frequency domain. It captures the effective channel
effects by a single coefficient on each subcarrier.
Compared with conventional polynomial cancellers as
in [14], such canceller has ultra-low processing latency
with the help of self-contained sub-frames but lack the
ability to deal with nonlinear distortions. The effects of
these transceiver and canceller nonlinear distortions on
the digital cancellation are analysed.

o The performance of the SIC scheme is analysed
and evaluated in terms of cancellation depth, channel
estimation accuracy, and overall noise and distortion
floor after SIC. This theoretical analysis gives further
insights into the SIC under such structure (i.e., large
antenna array with RF beamforming).

o We propose a user allocation algorithm to minimise
the CCI and maximise the IBFD gain for higher spec-
tral efficiency. Compared with existing methods [16],
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FIGURE 1. A private 5G network for industrial Internet of things applied our solutions.
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FIGURE 2. A block diagram of the IBFD transceiver applying the SIC and RF beamforming.

we consider the gains of antenna arrays and support for
the heterogeneous environment (i.e., multi-type devices
with different antenna array sizes and bandwidths),
which is more flexible than the existing one and supports
antenna arrays. It is analysed that this algorithm can
always achieve the optimal allocation policy to minimise
the CCI from the perspective of user allocation.

The rest of this paper is organised as follows: Section II gives
models of a general FR2 full-duplex private 5G network and
a transceiver architecture with RF beamforming, followed
by FR2 channel models and end-to-end latency analysis.
In Section III, the signal processing for self-interference
cancellation in the analog and digital domain is proposed.
Then, a user allocation algorithm is proposed to minimise
the CCI in Section IV. Section V demonstrates and analyses
numerical results of our simulations under a typical IloT
scenario. Finally, conclusions are drawn in Section VI.

Il. SYSTEM MODEL
Consider a private 5G network for IIoT as Fig. 1, where
Kgs IBFD enabled 5G NR base stations (gNB) service Kpr,
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DL user equipments (UEs) and Ky, UL UEs in FR2 band.
To compensate for the high path loss in FR2 band, which
is always an obstacle to provide reliable communications
[4], [9], large-scale antenna array is leveraged to provide
effective links by exploiting the beamforming gain to form
highly directional narrow beams. In order to make large-
scale antenna array practically feasible, a novel transceiver
architecture is utilised as Fig. 2 shows, where RF beamform-
ing is introduced to connect a small amount of RF chains
to the large-scale antenna array [5]. Assume each IBFD
base station (BS) is equipped with NJX and NRX transmit
and receive antennas connected to Ngl’;‘ and Nfg‘ RF chains
respectively, the RF precoder at each BS is a diagonal matrix

BS __ BS
such as Fgg = D (fREl, ..

where fl?Fs ; has dimension of

Bs . . .

W with dimension of
T:

"'RF ’Nsu)l()>

NTx

ant

Tx
a X N,

cnt,/?

Tx
N, ant X

Ngp» Naiy
is the fixed number of subarrays of the transmit antenna array
and NCTn’é ; is the variable number of RF chains connected to
the I subarray. It should be noted that the RF precoding
is achieved via phase shifters in practice, so that we have

2 .. . .. .
|[f1§1:s]m,n| = 1. Similarly, the RF combiner matrix is given

VOLUME 9, 2021



H. Luo et al.: Design and Analysis of In-Band Full-Duplex Private 5G Networks Using FR2 Band

IEEE Access

BS _ BS BS
as Wep =D (wRFl, Sy WRp VRx

sub

NRx 5 VRx
> € CMant *RF and wRFl

NRx

has dimension of ""‘ x NRx

2
cnt,l? and |[WRF]m n| = 1. More

details about the RE'beamformer are given in Appendix B.
The directions of beams are determined by RF precoders and
combiners, whose weights can be calculated through fixed
positions of UEs or beam management, which consists of
beam sweeping, beam measurement, beam determination,
and beam reporting (please see our previous work in [4] for
more details). Transceivers at UEs have similar architecture
and the number of antennas and subarrays are denoted by
M for UEs with specific user indicator, e.g., UL user j has
MaTn’; transmit antennas. Due to the different requirements
of dlverse industrial applications, UEs may equip with a
different number of antennas and RF chains. A tabular form
for the notation used in this paper is given in Appendix A for
readers to follow this paper easily.

A. TRANSMITTED SIGNALS

The IBFD base station transmits NT" independent data
symbols to DL users and receives Ngp, independent data
symbols from UL users, respectively. We have ng’fn =
Ngy < NJX and Ng’r‘n = NJ <« NI to allow
the fully-digital beamforming being decomposed into the
digital beamforming followed by RF beamforming without
penalty [18]. At the BS, the N T" modulated data symbols
(either by PSK or QAM) at k' subcamer sBS[k] are first
converted into the time domain by leveraging Nppr-point
IFFT followed by addition cyclic preﬁx. It is then converted
into the RF domain by the NJ% independent RF chains
followed by the RF precoder F BE The transmitted complex
symbol from the BS at the kR)' subcarrier in the discrete
frequency-domain is denoted as

BS[K] = wps (FRSS™S k] + *5[K] ) (M

where E[sBs[k] (sBs[k])H} = Bs Iyrx. The vector

Pps

Ngf
Tx . . .

tBS (k] € CNantx1 represents the transmitter distortion caused

by RF chains, which can be modelled by a zero mean complex

Gaussian distribution as [7]
tk] ~ CA (0 02D (FRF[k] (k1s (kIR [k])) @)

Lastly, wps is the scaling factor used to meet the
power constraints such that zr (E {xBS [k] (xBS[k])H D =

= Ppgs, yielding w3y = %

wBS (1 + oy )PBS NTX 1+0; NaT&
Similarly, the transmltted complex symbol from the j™ UL
users at the k™ subcarrier in the discrete frequency-domain

can be denoted as

3K = oy (Fre/sP Mk + ¢4 1k1) 3)

where E{ sYEk] ( UL[k]) }

1
EERIT

ant,j

) UE,j
I TX C()
IX M .2 1
MEx J

and the transmitter distortion t}”‘[k] is also
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described by the Gaussian model as Equation (2) (we assume
identical transmitter distortion factor o2 at the BS and UEs
for simplicity).

B. RECEIVED SIGNALS
The received signal by BS g at the k™ subcarrier can be
described as

Yok
= Wep O HYE Wl (Fe sk + 11)
& BS
+ Y Wie T HE ks (Fy S5 1K1 + 51K )
b#g
Wiy ) Ht g Kloms (Fig *s2S1K] + €£51k1)

+nBSTk] + ng “[k] + roS[k]

T H k)P sPP k) + 78S 1K) @)

= wuL jk(W}E
where HBIS)[k] Hgy g[k], and H UL [k] denote the channel
coefficients matrix at the k" subcamer between BSs g and
b, the SI channel matrix at BS g, and the UL channel matrix
from UL user ji to BS g, respectively. UL user ji is the
user that occupies the k”* subcarrier and transmits the signal
of interest, and 'ﬁng[k] represents all interference and noise
terms except the desired signal. The indexes of RF precoder
and combiner are omitted here since it is frequency-flat.
There is no intra-user interference since we consider all UEs
are orthogonal to each other through appropriate modulations
(either by baseband modulation or OFDM). n?s[k] is
the additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) at BS g that
n?s[k] ~ CN (0, aéSINl%_é), and ngtz[k] denotes the quan-
tisation noise due to limited ADC dynamic range, which will
be detailed later. r;as [k] represents the receiver distortions
induced by receiver RF chains except the quantisation noise,
which can be described by the complex Gaussian model as [7]

rlk] ~ CN (0, 02D (FIK1F" K1) 5)
where y[k] = y[k]—r[k] denotes the received signal without
receiver distortion. The received signal by DL user i, at the
k™ subcarrier is given as
YR Ik]

= W ) DS, [Kleoms (Feg *spo k] + 51K1 )
& DL B
+ 3 (W) HPY [k lwps (FR}:? bsBS[k] + £BS [k])
bb;
+ W HPY Tklou i, (Fie ™ sy K] + 11K1)
+np k] + rPt (k]
= wps(Wg " HYG K1 Feg *sp K]+ T (k] (6)
where H ilk),ll; [k]is the DL channel coefficients matrix at the k™
subcarrier from BS b to the DL user i, Hl.]k?i [k] is the channel
coefficients matrix from UL user ji to DL user i, n?L[k] is
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the AWGN at DL user i that nPH[k] ~ CA (0, oL ),

3]“ [k] represents all the interference and noise terms,
and r}I?L[k] represents the receiver distortion at the DL user
i, which can also be described by Equation (5). It should be
noted that the quantisation noise is not specially described
here since the received signals at UEs are usually within the
dynamic range of ADCs, so its effect is included in rilk)L[k].
The intended signal for DL user iy is transmitted by BS b;,i.e.,
the first term on the right hand side is the signal of interest.

C. QUANTISATION NOISE
Let SI?S [k] = y?s[k] — ngtz[k] denote input signals of ADCs
at these RF chains, the quantisation noise can be described by
the Gaussian model as [19]

H
nd"[k] ~ CN (0, p(l=p)-D (ygs[k] (55511) )) )

where p = # .272bif b > 5, for the case b < 5, the value
of p can be found in Table 1 in [19].

D. FR2 CHANNEL MODEL

Let H(7) denote the time-domain channel matrix between the
transmit and receive antenna arrays. Each element of H(t)
at delay t consists of line of sight (LOS) and non line of
sight (NLOS) components and is given as [20]

| K ios
[H]r,s(f) - (1 +K)hrs

L M,

(K T 2 2 (7

n=1 m,=1

—Tm,) ()

where r and s represent the r™ receive and s” transmit
antenna respectively, L is the number of clusters, M,, is the
number of rays in n’" cluster, 7, is the delay of the n'” cluster,
T, 1s the delay of m ray in the n™ cluster, and K is the
Rician factor. ALOS and hIr\iLnori denote the complex channel

gains for LOS and NLOS paths given as
LOS
hrs

T
— [FG,GCS,r(GQQSa ¢§05):| [FG,GCS,S(O]ZOSa ¢]?DOS)]
F¢ GCS "(QLOS’ ¢LOS) F¢> GCS S(OLOS’ ¢LOS)
el FerOfos.#os)dr) . b5 (er @5 90s)" ds) )
hNLOS

rs,n,my,

T
|:F9 ,GCS, r(9,, e Do mn)] [Fe,Gcs,s@nD,mn, " mn)}
F¢,GCS r(gn’mn ¢n’]n") F¢ GCS T(O;fmn ¢n,mn)

X gjzk (e’(erl?mn ¢imn )Td’) . eiZA (e’(gl?mn ¢l€?mn )Tdf) (10)

where Fy Ges,r» Fg,Ges,rs Fo,6es,s» and Fy ges,s are the
radiation field patterns in the direction of the spherical basis
vectors eg and ey of the s transmit antenna and r" receive
antenna, respectively. 4 and ¢* represent the elevation
and azimuth angle of arrival (AoA) for associated LOS
path or the m” NLOS ray in n”* cluster respectively, and
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6P and ¢P represent the elevation and azimuth angle of
departure (AoD) for associated LOS path or the m,’f NLOS
ray in n™ cluster respectively. d, and d; are the position
vectors of the receive antenna r and transmit antenna s given
in the global coordinate system (GCS) respectively. A denotes
the wavelength of the carrier frequency. Specifically, the
NLOS component of SI channels is the same as given in
Equations (8) and (10), while the complex gain of the LOS
component of SI channels is given as [21]
j,LOS.SI
rs

T
— |:F9,GCS,r(9fOSv ¢éos):| [FQ,GCS,S(G]?OSa ¢€OS)]
F¢‘GCS r(efosv ¢€OS) F¢,GCS,S(0LDOS5 4’1?05)

l s
X — eI (11)

rs
where d, is the distance between the s™ transmit antenna and
r' receive antenna.

E. END-TO-END LATENCY
The total end-to-end latency can be described as [3], [22]

Tiotal = Toe + Tppg + Touft + Tpcs (12)

o Ty is the time-to-transmit latency.

o Tppyg is the propagation latency determined by the signal
travel distance.

o Tyyfr is the buffering latency associated with receiving
the signal at the receiver.

o Tyes is the processing latency that the transceiver
encodes and decodes the signal and estimates the

channel, etc.
Tpes can be reduced by self-contained sub-frames and new

physical layer design as in [3], while T is determined only
by the travel distance and is small. We focus on reducing T
and Thyfr, which depend on the slot length and can be reduced
by advanced frame structures inspired by IBFD radios, 5G
NR numerology and mini-slot supported by FR2 band.
IBFD radios allow UL eMBB devices and DL URLLC
devices to use any time slot and subcarrier simultaneously.
So there is no need to reserve time slots for URLLC
devices as in TDD systems and double the number of
available subcarriers than FDD systems. FR2 band provides
enormous frequency resources for signalling, redundancy,
and parity to provide ultra-low latency with high reliability.
5G NR introduces multiple types of numerology, i.e., 15 kHz,
30 kHz, 60 kHz, 120 kHz, and 240 kHz of subcarrier spacing,
to reduce the symbol duration time [23]. For instance,
expanding the subcarrier spacing from 15 kHz to 60 kHz
can reduce the symbol duration time from 72 us to 18 us.
Utilising FR2 band, we have to reduce the cell radius and
densely deploy base stations due to the high path loss.
Thus, the channel delay spread will be smaller than FR1
band channels. This indicates that FR2 band can support
higher numerology. It should be noted that there can still
be a large number of subcarriers with expanded subcarrier
spacing to deliver high throughput in FR2 due to the ultra-
wide bandwidth provided by FR2 spectrum. To reduce the
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processing latency, we put all the reference and control
signals, e.g., physical data shared channel-demodulation
reference signal (PDSCH-DMRS), at the first few symbols
of the 14 symbols in a slot, known as self-contained sub-
frames. Thus, the PDSCH-DMRS have been decoded and the
channel estimation has been done when the DL payload is
received, and the receiver can start decoding the DL payload
immediately. Besides, mini-slot (e.g., 7 symbols in a slot) is
specially introduced to be a remedy of latency reduction for
URLLC at the cost of achievable rate reduction due to the
fact that URLLC service usually does not require a huge data
throughput [3]. With all these technologies, the slot length for
URLLC devices can be reduced to 125 us, i.e., Ty = 125 us
and Tpus < 125 s, resulting the end-to-end latency
Tiotal < 0.5 ms with the propagation and processing latencies,
and later simulation results in Section V demonstrate >
99.999% reliability can be achieved with such low latency.

Ill. SIGNAL PROCESSING FOR FULL-DUPLEX

IBFD introduces significant self-interference, which could
be 100 dB higher than the received signal of interest (Sol)
due to the proximity of the transmit and receive antenna
arrays at the IBFD base station [24]. Thus, it has to be
efficiently suppressed; otherwise, the Sol will be swamped,
and the UL communications will be invalidated [4], [18].
Typically, the significant SI is suppressed through three
steps, where antenna isolation and active RF cancellation
are essential to prevent the receiver from saturation [8] and
digital cancellation processes the residual self-interference
(RSI) due to imperfect analog cancellation. In this section,
we propose active signal processing methods in the analog
and digital domain (i.e., RF and digital cancellation) to
efficiently suppress the SI over a wide band with low latency.
In contrast, the CCI will experience natural propagation loss
and will not exceed the receiver dynamic range. In this
section, we propose a user allocation policy to minimise
the CCI in the propagation domain, so it can be efficiently
managed through appropriate digital beamforming, such as
the weighted sum rate beamforming in [7].

A. ANTENNA ISOLATION

There are usually three passive antenna isolation methods,
i.e., spatial separation, non-reciprocity of circulators, and
antenna polarisations for single-input and single-output
(SISO) cases. These basic techniques provide about 10-20 dB
of isolation level, while it can be improved to 30 dB
with the help of further decoupling network or reflection
control circuit [25]. All three methods can be combined
for antenna arrays, but only the spatial separation method
can be used multiple times. It should be noted that the
spatial separation method is not bandwidth limited, while
the decoupling network and the reflection control circuit are
bandwidth limited [25]. So, we consider a combination of
spatial separation and non-reciprocity of circulators without
decoupling networks or reflection control circuits for our
design throughout this paper, offering a total of 15 dB of
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passive cancellation. This can be viewed as additional path
loss of the SI channel without loss of generality, i.e., the
complex gains of SI channel described as Equation (10)
and (11) are reduced by 15 dB.

B. RF CANCELLATION

Typically, there are Stanford architecture and Rice archi-
tecture for RF cancellation [26]. The Stanford architecture
taps the reference signal at transmitting antennas so that
the reference signal contains the transmitter nonlinearity and
distortions. It leads the RF canceller to only mimic the linear
wireless SI channel. However, there are two limiting factors
to extending such architecture to FR2 band:

o The first one is the operational bandwidth, which is
usually limited by the insertion loss and poor frequency
flatness of RF components utilised to construct the
canceller [10].

e The second one is the huge number of required
cancellers to match the antenna pairs with large-scale
antenna array, i.e., NoX x NRX cancellers are required
for the IBFD base station. Such a number is physically
prohibitive with large-scale antenna arrays.

To address these issues, we propose a novel RF cancellation
scheme, which explores optical components to break the
bandwidth limitation due to hardware imperfections and takes
advantage of the RF beamforming to reduce the number
of required cancellers. Compared with previous studies,
this design avoids using auxiliary transmitters and complex
digital signal pre-processing as in [27] and can enlarge the
operational bandwidth, which is difficult in RF domain [28].

We tap the reference signal from each transmitter RF
chain and insert the nulling signal, which is generated
by an optical domain-based canceller as Fig. 3, into the
associated receiver RF chain instead of TX and RX antennas
as Fig. 2 shows. It should be noted that although the hybrid
beamforming architecture is commonly used in FR2 band
communications, taking advantage of such architecture for
feasible RF cancellation is still rare and valuable. By doing
this, the number of required cancellers reduces from N.IX x

aj

NR¥to Ngp x NRX, which is a significant gain since Ny <

NJXand NX < NRY, e.g., from 256 x 256 to 4 x 4. However,
such an operation also changes the characteristics of the SI
channel that the canceller needs to mimic. Conventionally, the
canceller between a specific TX and RX antennas pair mimics
the linear wireless SI channel between the two antennas,
which can be described by the tapped delay line (TDL)
model. In our design, we have to consider the effects of RF
beamforming. Focus on a specific transmitter and receiver
RF chains pair, e.g., the «”* transmitter RF chain and the v
receiver RF chain, the output RF signal of the 1™ transmitter
RF chain is x,(¢), then the v receiver RF chain receives
signal caused by this transmitter RF chain as

Nam,v Nam, u

Wty =Y"ait) Y hyt) # (@Ox () (13)

j=1 i=1
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FIGURE 3. A block diagram demonstrates the signal processing of the proposed RF canceller.

where Naney and Nape,, denote the number of transmit and
receive antennas connected to the u”* transmitter RF chain
and v receiver RF chain, a;(f) and a;(t) are the complex
coefficient introduced by the time-variant frequency-flat
RF precoder and combiner at the i/ transmit antenna and
j’h receive antenna, respectively, and A;;(¢) is the wireless
channel between the two antennas described by Equation (8)

and can be denoted in an alternative way as
Lij
hig(t) = oy 0(D8(t — t0) + Y a8t — i) (14)
=1
where «;;(¢) and #; are the channel coefficient and delay of

: NLOS
associated path (e.g., a1 = K_+1hrs e andt;j; = T,+7Tpm,

if | =n-my), Lij = L - M,. Then, we can rewrite Equation
(13) as
Nant, v Nant,u
W)=Y D an)aithyt) % x, (1)
j=1 i=1
Nant,v Nam,u
D0 a0aihy(t) = x(0)
j=1 i=1
Nam v Nam u Ll/
YD) ainaite (s — i)
j=1 i=1 [=0
*x,,(1)
hess (1) * x,(¢) (15)
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To suppress the SI from the u”* transmitter RF chain at
the v"* receiver RF chain, we insert a canceller between
the two RF chains to generate a nulling signal as y,(t) =
hcanc(t) * xu(t) = —hett(t) * xyu(t), where heg(t) =
ZJ Nat,y Z Net.u llzjo aj(l)ai(t)aij’l(tﬁ(t - tij,l)~ First, we tap
the output RF signal x,(t) via a 90° hybrid coupler with
coupling factor oy, which equally splits the RF reference
signal with a resultant 90° phase shift between two output
ports as

xtl) =\ S xum—f an®
xQult) = e -, (0) = i/ S -3

so the top two branches represent the I-channel, and the
bottom two branches represent the Q-channel. Then we
equally split the two signals via a 180° hybrid coupler
with coupling factor oy, which introduces 180° phase shift
between two output ports as

Xtea(t) = Jo2e™ - (0) = S - x)
X-u(t) = \@azd’f xpu(t) = —Sonon - x,(t)
xQeult) = fazeo xQu(®) = fanas - x, (1)

XQ-u(t) = \/;0!26"” - xQu(t) = —%alon - x(1)

7)

Then the phase-shifted reference signals are converted into
the optical domain through intensity modulation by the
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dual-parallel Mach-Zehnder modulator (DPMZM). The laser
source generates the carrier with frequency f. and amplitude
A. such that c(f) = A, - cos(2rf.t). The modulated optical
signal can be given as

miy (1) = ImzmAc (1 + xI+,u(t)) cos(2mfet)

= IMzMmAc <1 + %061(12 -xu(f)) cos(2mfct)
(18)

where Iyzm is the insertion loss of the DPMZM. We only
model the I+ branch since other 3 branches have identical
architecture and can be similarly described, e.g., mq. ,(t) =
ImzMmAC gl — %alaz - x,(1) ) cos(2mf.t). The modulated opti-
cal signal will be equally splitted by the splitter, and each
output port of the splitter can be described as

/1
mI+,um(t) = A_llSp . mI+,u(t)
1 1
= A_/IISPIMZMAC 1+ EO!]O{Q - X, (1) ) cos2nf,t)

19)

where I, is the insertion loss of the splitter. Then these
signals are propagated into different-length independent fiber
associated with VOAs and photo-diodes, which we call a
fiber array. These signals will be delayed due to the natural
propagation delay and be weighted by the VOA, which can
be described as

M u,, (1) = lp(M)IVOA - Wi, mMis i, (t — tLem)
1
hLlp(m)wiy mAc (1 + F%0 - xy(t — l1+,m)>
- CoSQ2mfe(t — tm)) (20)

where I, (m) is the propagation loss and t,, is the propagation
delay, which are determined by the fiber length of corre-

sponding tap m, lj, = \/%ZVOAlsleZM describes the fix
hardware insertion loss, and «g = oo captures the total
coupling factor. Finally, these signals are converted back by
photo-diodes through direct detection and combined together
to form the output as

M 2
. oo ( fLlm(m)wie, mA
i () =Rpa Y, ( )

B X, (t — tI+,m) (21)

m=1

where R,q is the responsivity of the photo-diode. This
suggests that we get an accumulation of multiple phase-
shifted, delayed and weighted versions of the input reference
signal x,(t) at the output of each branch. In practice,
hardware imperfections will introduce amplitude and phase
imbalance to the four branches. So we use different
subscripts to capture the practical insertionlosses and phase
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shifting of corresponding branches, and the canceller can be
described as

M
heanc(t) = Z ,31+,mW12+,m8(t - tI+,m)ej¢I+

m=1

M
+ ) Bt 8t — tim)e®

m=1

M
+ Z /3Q+,mwé+’m8(t - lQ+,m)ej¢Q+

m=1

M
+ ) Bo-mWo bt — 1g-me?e  (22)

m=1

Rpa ( il (m)A.)? . . .
where B, = M. As explained in, designing
the canceller in the time domain will loss the adaptability
to environmental changes, so we convert it to the frequency

domain via Fourier transformation as

M
Heanc(w) = Z /3[+,mw12+’me/(¢1+7w11+,m)

m=1

M
+3 o )

m=1

M
2 Breai, e/ P r0n)

m=1

M
+ D Bremwh, el @O0 = LW (23)

m=1

where L, = [Liv.o Lio Lo+.o Lo-o], W = [W], W]
Wh, WEIT Ly = | Brea@@e=enn) pr, sl Oreenn2)

Bry el Ou—elor) | W, = [w[%’lw;2 . WIZJ,M]T’ and p
is the placeholder for associated branch. The target of RF
cancellation is to tune the canceller to be as close to the
inverse effective SI channel as possible within the band of

interest, which can be described as

Wy
min / Hewe(@) + Hr(@)Pdo (24)
W o
5.0.0 < [Wl, <1 25)

where the constraints come from passive VOAs to minimise
the canceller’s nonlinearity. Assume the effective SI channel
can be well characterised by K; + 1 samples within
the band of interest [wp, ws] (e.g., [27.8 GHz, 28.2 GHz]),
where sampling interval A, = 252, so Hey =

[Heit(wo) Hefi(w1) ... Heff(a)[(s)]T can accurately describe
the effective SI channel within the band of interest, and
the canceller at corresponding frequency components can be
denoted as

T
Heane = [Lgo Ll ... LZ)KS] W=LW  (2)
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Then, we can derive the optimal solution of the tune-
able weights according to the minimum mean-square
error (MMSE) criterion as

-1
Wiinse = — (LH L) LY Heg 27)

It should be noted that the Wy, .z gives the optimal
performance that can be achieved with M taps (i.e., M
tuneable variables).

1) PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION
The fiber length depends on the access delay spread of the
effective RF SI channel between specific RF chain pair, e.g.,
between the v receiver RF chain and the u” transmitter
RF chain. Assume rﬁh%sx is the maximum delay of the
significant NLOS paths (above the noise floor) and ‘L'LOS

denotes the delay of the LOS path, then the access delay

spread of this channel is 73S = ¢NEOS — 7LOS and the
length of the m™ fiber is
access
L T -c(m—1)
Lyum = ‘L'WOS c+ W}VI——I (28)

where c is the light speed. This makes the propagation delays
of the M taps uniformly distributed within the delay spread of
the effective SI channel, such that 7, , = tLOS g loeess A”,}ill
As for tuning the weights, we can have the matrix L in
Equation (27) once the canceller is built, while He is usually
unviable since the channel estimation happens after the RF
cancellation stage. However, if the statistics of the effective
SI channel can be explored, this problem can still be solved by
the common Wiener solution as in [8] or the gradient descent
search algorithm with the residual signal strength indicator as
in [29].

2) CANCELLER NONLINEARITY & NOISE

In addition to the desired nulling signal, the canceller will
also introduce additional noise and nonlinear distortions.
The noise consists of the AWGN introduced by laser
sources and the shot noise from photo-diodes, while the
nonlinearities come from the DPMZM and VOAs. The
nonlinearity introduced by the modulation profile can be
suppressed to the noise floor by filters and appropriate bias
voltages of the DPMZM. These noises and nonlinearities
can be described by the complex Gaussian model so
that the SI term in the received signal model (i.e.,

H
wps (Win) Hsi ol KIFRy® (s351k1 4 18S1K1))  becomes

H
wWBS (ng,g> Hs; g[kFpeS +cRF,g[k]} (S§S[k]+t§s

[k]) +ng*"°[k] after the RF cancellation, where each element
of Crrglk] is obtained through sampling associated RF
canceller at corresponding frequency, and

nE k] ~ CA (0 ( o2 NRX) (29)

where o2, captures the amount of in-band noise and

nonlinearities introduced by the canceller.

166894

3) KEY AFFECTING FACTORS

This canceller does not rely on specific SI channel conditions,
although more complex channels call for more taps for
efficient performance. The important SI channel parameters
associated with RF cancellation are excess delay and root
mean square (RMS) delay. The RMS delay determines the
coherence bandwidth, i.e., frequency-selectivity, of the SI
channel, so it affects the number of required taps. The excess
delay determines the delays of the canceller’s taps. The excess
delay is the delay difference between the LOS path and the
last significant NLOS path, while the RMS delay tgyys is the
second moment of the power delay profile of the SI channel,
which can be described as

Ndm v Ndnl u Lii 2
Z Z Zz -0 Xij,ltijJ 5
TRMS - Nam v Nam u LI/ B TO (30)
Z Z 1=0 Xij,l

where x;; s |ajaij,1a,-|2 captures the power profile of
associated rays and tp represents the mean delay of the SI
channel that can be described as
ZNant v ZNant u Zf‘io Xij,ltij,l
Z/\imt\ ZNdnl u Z[Lio Xii.
The RF beamformer reduces the number of paths between
any two nodes since it leads the transmitted beam to a specific
direction, but it will increase the RMS delay of the SI channel.
This suggests that the coherence bandwidth of the effective SI
channel is smaller than the wireless SI channel (i.e., without
RF beamforming effects), so more taps are needed to well
characterise the effective SI channel within a specific band.
It is demonstrated that the insertion loss is the obstacle to
creating sufficient taps [8]. The proposed design solves this
problem from two aspects:
o Optical components have much smaller insertion and
propagation losses than RF components;
« Improving the power of optical carriers can compensate
for the insertion loss as Equation (22) suggests.
Thus, it can provide much more taps than conventional RF
domain-based cancellers (e.g., up to 100 taps in theory).
Remark: 1t should be noted that the number of taps is
mostly proportional to the operational bandwidth and delay
spread of the SI channel for specific cancellation depths [8],
but more taps created in the canceller results in more
VOAs, photo-diodes, and fibers, which increases the area and
financial cost of RF cancellers. This suggests that a trade-off
between the implementation cost and the cancellation depth
must be made; otherwise, we would like to create as many
taps as possible to minimise the SI effects at the IBFD node.
Furthermore, the noise and nonlinearities of cancellers can
be reduced by more elaborate components, but also results in
higher financial costs.

(3D

4) PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS
For a specific subcarrier, the RF cancellation performance
can be described by the average cancellation depth of all
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NI%’;‘ X Ngl’:‘ cancellers as

K
Zk;I Z RF 1]gk

Rx Tx
K. x NRF X Npg

RF—E {DU - k} (32)

[t ] |

where DRF L > describes the cancel-

gk T
][Hf{élg[kl]

lation depth at subcarrier k of associated canceller,

and K. is the number of subcarriers. The statistics

of the residual self-interference channel is given as
. H
E{Hf{él, (B, ) } = D (w1, o, ... oyx ), where

w; = #E {[Hgﬁfg] [Hgﬁfg] j} So we have

. \H 1 X H
ff fi fi ff
E {HESLg (HESLg> } = _HRFE {Hgl,g <H§I,g) } (33)
g

C. DIGITAL CANCELLATION

The digital cancellation also follows the subtractive idea thata
nulling signal is generated with the knowledge of the transmit
SI signal and the estimated channel state information (CSI)
from pilot signals. Different from previous studies, which
operate in the time domain [12], we operate in the frequency
domain to reduce the processing latency in conjunction
with the self-contained sub-frames as introduced above. The
physical data shared channel-demodulation reference signal
(PDSCH-DMRS) is used as the pilot signal at specified
subcarrier index in the first N " OFDM symbols in a slot.
After the analog SIC, the received SI can be digitised
with trivial quantisation noise. The frequency-domain digital
residual self-interference (RSI) signal at the pilot subcarrier
kp is given as:

yRSIg[kP] Hﬁfsfl,g[kp] (sgBS[kp] +tBs[k ])

+n " ] + g lhp] + g Thy) + g [l ]
f ~BS,
= Hygy o kplsg > [hy) + Tiggi’ [kp] (34)
, BS,
where nggfl,g[k,,] = wBs[(WRF $YH Hy o[k IFgp® +
CRrr,glkp]] represents the effective RSI channel coefficients
at the kl’f’ subcarrier that includes the effects of RF precoder,
RF combiner, and RF cancellers at the k;h subcarrier, and

'ﬁggig [ky] represents all residual terms except the received
SI. Interference from other nodes are not present here
since an interference-free period is usually provided by
the MAC protocol via carrier sense to achieve accurate
channel estimation. The estimated channel coefficients at
pilot subcarrier k,, is given as:

A olk] = Y5516 (GBS Tk D250, 1) 6251k, 1)
(35)

The channel coefficients at the remaining subcarriers are

calculated by interpolation on the estimated channel coef-
Nplt
ficients at pilot subcarriers {k,} pi - The estimated channel
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coefficients matrix is valid for later symbols in the same slot
since they are within the coherence time. With known s S[k],
the RSI can be reconstructed as

Vror o[k = HElp [k1sES k] (36)

Then, the RSI can be subtracted from the received signal
and the intended UL payload can be decoded with only
self-interference effects coming from imperfect channel
estimation.

1) COMPLEXITY

The effective channel coefficients are estimated through
the PDSCH-DMRS pilot signal at the initial N, plt symbols
within a slot. Assume the pilot signal is inserted into N, pt
subcarriers at the first symbols, the total coefficients need
to be estimated, i.e., computational complexity, is given as
Odigital (N]? 1t N,p lt). This indicates the complexity of such
digital canceller is not affected by the antenna array size
as [12] does, so it is suitable for large antenna arrays.

2) PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS
The estimated and actual effective RSI channels at subcarrier
k can be related as

Hgly o[k = HRy  [K] + A glk] (37)

SI
I ol tol+p(1—p)

where A g[k] ~ CN( &g NRX),eg K110,
¢ 3

R 2 2
Nan)t( Icanc +UBS
NRX Pgs

sub,

is g1ven as

H
o E {rr (Hﬁﬁl K1 (HED, K1) )}
D' —

gk = H
E {tr (Aeff,g[k] (Aeff,g[k]) )]
B NEANR Rx
(ﬂRF(1+02) NRX : NRF

lSI of +o‘2+p(1 0) Ng,"[( O'(;zanC-FGéS ) NRX
RF

as given in Appendix C. The digital SIC depth

ng (1407) NRX Pgs

sub

Tx
N RF

’I?F( 1 +‘7t2 )(“czanc +aBS )NRX

sub
PpsISINSY

af + 02+ p(l —p)+
(38)

which indicates the hybrid architecture, i.e., the number of
transmitter RF chains and the number of subarrays at the
receiver, will affect the digital cancellation performance.
Besides, too deep RF cancellation (i.e., ngRF is large) will
also degrade the digital cancellation performance. The
degradation comes from the fact that the RF cancellation
decreases the SNR of the SI signal for channel estimation in
digital cancellation.

Remark: The advantage of our proposed frequency-domain
based method is the significantly-reduced processing time to
reduce the end-to-end latency, but the performance will be
degraded if the nonlinearities of the transceiver or cancellers
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are large as Equation (38) suggests. In contrast, there
are polynomial cancellers [12] and neural network-based
cancellers [13] that can deal with these nonlinear distortions
and achieve deeper cancellation with larger processing
latency. This means we have to make a trade-off between
the cancellation depth and the latency and then decide which
kind of digital canceller to use. Besides, Equation (38)
also indicates that more RF chains and subarrays help with
minimising SI effects while resulting in higher energy and
financial cost. So we still need to make trade-offs between
the cost and performance.

D. PERFORMANCE EVALUATION OF OVERALL SIC

1) NOISE FLOOR

We can describe the noise floor (include AWGN, transceiver
distortions, canceller’s noise and nonlinearities, and residual
self-interference after digital cancellation) as

H
S, =E { (Aeff,gsgs + n?S) (Aeff,gsﬁs + n?) }
Pgs
T NI T Eelvgy + Pseglyre
RF

1
(1 + ) PBsé‘gINRx 39)
NRF

2) ACHIEVABLE UL RATE
After all stages of SIC applied, the received signal by BS g at
the k™ subcarrier can be described as
YE%[F[k]
BS, UL
= (Wep ) HI (ke (1K) + 1161
+Actt g5 [kp] + Hﬁfsfl,g[k]tfs[k]

Sub-band spacing for UL UEs, e.g., 100 MHz

‘Co—channel Imerference

Sub—band spacing for DL UEs,
eg., 100 MHz or 50 MHz

Communication Bandwidth, e.g., 400 MH

FIGURE 4. Orthogonal sub-bands division for UL and DL UEs.

Kps

Y W HES kIR (s551K) + 5 1K1)
b#g
+nSMC k] + nBS[k] + ng“[k] + rS[k] (40)

which yields the achievable rate of intended UL user ji as

E {1og, (det (1+ 0;1k1%,1k17")) |

RVL

K;
%;1og2 (der (1+ 5k10117")) - @D

where ©;[k] and W;[k] are the signal power and
interference-plus-noise power at subcarrier k given as
Equations (42) and (43), as shown at the bottom of the page,
and K; is the number of indexes of subcarriers occupied by
this user.

IV. SIGNAL PROCESSING FOR REDUCED CCI

IBFD radios also make DL users be interfered by UL users,
which have overlapping frequency bands, which is known as
co-channel interference. The CCl is not as strong as the SI to
invalidate the communication due to the natural propagation

O51k1 = cov (Wige ) HIL (K1 5511 1K1 )

8:Jk

8k

— E {(WRBS g)HHUL [k]FUL/k UL[k] <( Bs g)HHUL [k]FULJk ]UL[k]) }

P .
_ UE]( BS, g)HH;JJI; [k] UL,]k <(
RF

H
WSSy HUL [k F fk) (42)

8:Jk

\ljf[k] = Ccov <y§,SSIF[k] _ (WRBS g)HH;JJLk [k]FUL]k UL[k])

— (WBS 8)H g UL [k]FULJk UL[k] <(

Sk
Pgs

BS g)HH;JjI; [k]FUL/k UL[k])

o et ML+ HES RIS (S k1S k)"

RF

Kgs
P
4 BS Z( BS g)HHBg[k]FBg,b <( BS g)HHBz[k]FBS b)

Tx
NRE jz
Kgs

+ > Wer S HES IR S U] (Wige ) HES K P 1S [k])H

b#g

+n§anc[k] (nganc[k])H + ngBS[k] (ﬂ?s [k])H + ”gtz[k] <ngtz[k]> + FBS[k] ( [ ]) (43)
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loss but will still degrade the DL throughput. To combat
the CCI and obtain the maximum IBFD gain, we propose a
user allocation algorithm through a game-theoretic approach.
Assume the whole communication bandwidth is separated
into Tpr. and Tyr, orthogonal sub-bands for DL and UL users
respectively as Fig. 4, where the sub-band can have different
bandwidths to provide different performance profiles for a
variety of user needs in IIoT networks. Let X = {xDL, xUL}
denote user allocation policy which is the collections of all
DL and UL indicators. xP and xYL have dimension of Tpy. x
Kpr and Tyr, x Kyy respectively. [xPL]; 4.kg = 1if DL user k4
is allocated into the tflh DL sub-band subPL, and O otherwise.
Similarly, [xY"],,x, = 1 if UL user k, is allocated into
the £ UL sub-band sub", and 0 otherwise. There will be
co-channel interference as long as the DL sub-bands and
UL sub-bands overlap. The essence of user allocation is to
allocate the DL and UL user pairs that may cause significant
CCI to orthogonal sub-bands while leaving the user pairs
with small CCI in the overlapping sub-bands. According to
Equations (4) and (6), the achievable sum rate of DL user i
and UL user j served by BS g can be described as
RX,i pDL|7,DL 2
RPY = GP . log, (1 + w> (44)
L
NRXpUL|,UL 2
RV = G - log, (1 L g UL' & ) (45)
J

where GPY' = min {Mﬁff g Nﬁ(} and GV =
min {Ngl)t(, M;ff} are the degrees of freedom gains for sum
rate, yl L and y L represent the power of interference plus

noise for the z‘h DL UE and j UL UE given as

KBS
DL RX, DL pBS ;DL 2
Vi = Mdl‘lt lz N; Pb |hi,b |
b#g
K
-
Mty "t PO PY 12 4 PRY (46)
Ji=1
KBS
y b= g [ NS T PESIRES P + Preig + PR | (47)
b#g
where hP;“, hUL hPJU, and h?s represent the path losses form

BS gto DL user i, form UL user j to BS g, from UL user j to
DL user i, and between BS b and BS g, respectively. PPL,
PUL, and P,}?s represent the transmit power for DL user i,
transmit power by UL user j, and total transmit power at BS
b respectively. Prsy, g is the RSI power after SIC at BS g to
capture our SIC effects. PDL and PBS are AWGN power at DL
user i and BS g. K ol g the number of UL users which have
overlapping with DL user i. 771 , 7] , and 77 _ capture the
ratio of the sub-band of DL user i in the whole bandw1dth the
ratio of the sub-band of UL user j in the whole bandwidth, and
the ratio of the overlapping portion of sub-bands of DL user i
and UL user j; in the sub-band of DL user i. The optimal user
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allocation policy is achieved if the sum rate of the network is
maximised, which can be cast as

KpL KuL
: DL UL
m)én Z R+ Z R; (48)
TpL
s.t. Z[XDL]M =1, Viel[l,KpL] (49)
t=1
TuL

Vjell, Kyl (50

> M =1,
t=1

where the two constraints force each UE to be allocated to
only one sub-band. This problem can be solved by a game
theoretic approach [16], where the sum utility of all UEs in
this network is given as

KpL KuL

S ORPM+ >R 51

i=1 j=1

UX) =

The sum rate is used as the sum utility instead of the SINR to
capture the gain of antenna arrays. The user allocation game is
a characteristic formation game with non-transferable utility,
which can be solved based on a preference relation as

x <X iei & UX) < UX) (52)

where x < x'|;; means that UE i is preferred to be
allocated into sub-band ¢ instead of its current sub-band. The
moving operation will be done if the sum utility increases
after UE i moves to sub-band 7. We consider each sub-
band for UL users will only be occupied by a single user
to maximise its capacity since UL eMBB devices require
high data throughput. Hence, the UL users can be randomly
allocated to these sub-bands at first. Then, each DL user
compares the preference with being allocated into all other
sub-bands and executes the moving operation if the condition
in Equation (52) is satisfied. It should be noted that the
indicator of sub-band only determines the order of these
sub-bands, while its bandwidth varies with associated users.
Performing the compare-and-moving operation for all DL
users, the optimal user allocation policy S is obtained. The
user allocation algorithm is illustrated as Algorithm 1.

Remark: The user allocation policy mainly depends on
the channel strengths, which are strongly dependent on
user allocations, so it will be affected by the mobility of
users, especially when users move extremely fast. For IIoT
scenarios, it is reasonable to assume that users are mostly
static or move very slowly that their locations do not change
rapidly. Otherwise, the path losses hl* must be time-variant
to include the effects of user mobility, and some statistical
knowledge will be required to calculate the mean sum rate of
users.

A. COMPLEXITY
The algorithm is based on the compare-and-moving opera-
tions of each DL UE. There is one time of computations
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FIGURE 5. A typical lloT scenario with 4 UL eMBB devices and 8 DL URLLC devices served by

a 5G NR AP.

Algorithm 1 User Allocation Algorithm

1: Randomly allocate the UL UEs to associated sub-bands,
eg, [x"; =1, Vi =je[l,Ku] and [x"],; =
0, Vt#jell, KuLl

2: Allocate all DL UEs to into a single sub-band, e.g.,
xPY, =1, V¢ =1, i € [1,KpL] and [xPV],; =
0, Ve #1, ie[l,KpL]

3: Record current user allocation policy X

4: for all DLUE i € [1, Kpr] do

5: DL UE i moves into all other sub-band except its

current sub-band.
6:  Record the new allocation policy after the UE moves
as X',

7. Calculate the sum utilities under the two policy U(X)
and U(X").

8:  Compare the preference of the i DL UE based on the
preference relation in Equation (52).

9: if the preference relation is satisfied then

10: Update the current policy as X' <« X”.
11:  else

12: Go back to current policy X.

13:  end if

14: end for

when each DL UE compares the sum utility and determines
whether the user is moving. In order to obtain the optimal
policy, each of all Kp;, DL users should move to all
other Tpr, — 1 sub-bands and executes the compare-and-
moving operation, which results in a total of Kpp(TpL — 1)
computation times in one cycle. Given a number of cycle
times C, the computational complexity of the proposed
algorithm is Oya(CKpL(TpL — 1)).

B. CONVERGENCE
Let Xy denote the initial user allocation policy, and A is
the final policy. During the game, the policy is changed as

follows:
X=X >0 =X (53)
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TABLE 1. Simulation Parameters.

Parameter Value
Carrier frequency 28 GHz
Bandwidth 400 MHz
Subcarrier spacing 60 kHz
Number of data subcarriers 1920
FFT size Ny 2048
Number of PDSCH- DMRS 860
Number of OFDM symbols for eMBB devices 14
Number of OFDM symbols for URLCC devices | 7 (mini-slot)

Algorithm 1 indicates that the user allocation policy X’ will
only be changed if the sum utility increases, which suggests
that the sum utility is strictly increased with the policy
changes in sequence (53) such that

UXo) < UX) <UXa) < - < UX)  (54)

As the number of user allocation policies is finite due to
the finite number of sub-bands and UEs, the policy in
sequence (53) is guaranteed to converge to the local optimal
policy.

V. SIMULATION RESULTS

Consider a typical industrial scenario with 4 eMBB devices
as UL users, 8 URLLC devices as DL users, and an IBFD
enabled 5G NR access point (AP) as shown in Fig. 5.
The simulation parameters are taken from 5G NR [30] as
shown in Table. 1.

A. LATENCY REDUCTION FOR eMBB DEVICES

In this section, we will do a simple calculation of transmission
time (this does not include propagation time, processing time
at 5G NR access point, etc.) of eMBB payload shows the
advantage of IBFD in terms of reducing latency. For HD
systems, the data transmission and reception in FR2 band are
based on TDD. It means some part of the slot is used for
UL users and the rest is used for DL users. The partition of
resources is based on the amount of payload and priority of
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TABLE 2. Comparison of Latency of eMBB service with HD and IBFD.

Parameters | # of slots | Transmission Time (ms)
HD (12) 364 91
HD (10) 445 112
HD (7) 667 167
IBFD 308 77

services. In a typical industry scenario, where sensors and
robotics arms are very critical in terms of reliability and
latency which act as DL users (URLLC devices), on the
other hand, the UL users are CCTV cameras which have a
huge amount of data to be transmitted to access point (¢€MBB
devices). Since the payload of URLLC devices is very critical,
some part in each slot is reserved even if there is no payload
for any slot. These reserved resources tend to increase the
latency of eMBB devices. The IBFD enabled 5G NR access
point reduces the latency of eMBB devices by simultaneously
transmitting and receiving data to URLLC and from eMBB,
respectively. In 5G NR, a slot is consists of 14 OFDM
symbols of duration 0.25ms for 60 kHz subcarrier spacing
and a mini-slot concept for URLLC transmission, which
consists of 2, 4, and 7 OFDM symbols. Let us assume that
eMBB has 7.68x10° samples which are to be transmitted
to 5G NR access points with 60 kHz subcarrier spacing,
1920 data subcarriers for 100 MHz bandwidth. Table 2 shows
the comparison of IBFD and HD in terms of the number
of slots and transmission time of 7.68x10° samples with
1920 data subcarriers which require 4000 OFDM symbols.
In Table 2, HD (12) represents 12 OFDM symbol (out
of which 1 OFDM symbol is used for PDSCH-DMRS) is
used by eMBB, and 2 OFDM symbol is used by URLLC.
Similarly, HD (10) and HD (7) represents 10 and 7 OFDM
symbols are used by eMBB, respectively. In contrast, IBFD
used the whole slot (14 OFDM symbols) for the eMBB
payload. As observed from Table 2, IBFD reduces the latency
(by 54%) by using fewer slots to deliver the same amount of
symbols due to the significantly-improved spectral efficiency
and always-available time slots.

B. SELF-INTERFERENCE CANCELLATION

Consider a 12-bits ADC at each RF chain, which provides
about 67 dB of dynamic range, assuming 10 dB of PAPR of
the input signal. The thermal noise density is —174 dBm/Hz,
and the noise figure of the access point is 13 dB, which
yields a total of —75 dBm noise power with 400 MHz
bandwidth. This suggests that the received SI power at the
access point has to be suppressed to be at or below —8 dBm
to prevent ADC saturation. Assume an access point transmit
power of 24 dBm and 15 dB of antenna isolation, then
17 dB of RF cancellation is required to be provided by each
canceller in theory. Table 3 shows the required number of
constructed delay lines, i.e., taps, to achieve near 20 dB of RF
cancellation amount for various bandwidths in FR2 band. The
hardware impairments are included in the simulation, where
the parameters are taken from some off-the-shelf products
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TABLE 3. RF Cancellation Performance.

Bandwidth (MHz) | Number of taps M | ngp (in dB)
50 12 18.56
100 20 17.24
200 32 16.75
400 64 19.59

available at the “Thorlabs’’. The VOAs have a tuneable range
of 30 dB and a tuning step of 0.1 dB.

It is not comprehensive to analyse the effects of RF
beamformers on SIC and the relationship between RF and
digital cancellation via the channel coefficients estimation
error or solely digital cancellation depth, so we demonstrate
the total cancellation (antenna isolation, RF and digital
cancellation) depth and overall noise floor after SIC in
Fig. 6. It illustrates that more subarrays at the receiver may
degrade the total cancellation depth, but such degradation is
only obvious when the RF cancellation depth is too large
(i.e., 90 dB). In contrast, the number of RF chains at the
transmitter is more influential on the total cancellation depth,
especially when the transceiver distortion is significant. More
RF chains at the transmitter can improve the total cancellation
performance. We can also see that total cancellation depth
does not benefit from further RF cancellation as long as the
transceiver distortion is not too large (< 50 dB). Although we
have concluded that too deep RF cancellation will degrade the
digital cancellation performance, it does not degrade the total
cancellation performance. From the perspective of overall
residual noise, more subarrays at receiver and more RF
chains at the transmitter will be preferred as they can reduce
the overall noise floor at access points, so provide a better
quality of eMBB services. It also illustrates the importance of
sufficient RF cancellation. With O dB of RF cancellation, even
a total of 80 dB of SIC (contributed by about 65 dB of digital
cancellation and 15 dB of antenna isolation) can be achieved,
and there will be about -40 dBm of residual noise left due to
the significant quantisation noise. It should also be noted that
atleast 30 dB of RF cancellation is required to achieve desired
overall SIC (i.e., the total noise floor after SIC is close to the
receiver noise floor), while our previous theoretical analysis
shows 20 dB of RF cancellation is sufficient. This difference
comes from the fact the digital cancellation is not perfect and
suffers from channel estimation inaccuracy, which will also
be affected by the quantisation noise. Therefore, an 80-taps
canceller is utilised to achieve about 30 dB of RF cancellation
for later simulations.

C. USER ALLOCATION

We assume all UEs and the AP are equipped with an identical
number of transmitting and receiving antennas, and the
number of antennas at 5G NR access point, eMBB devices
and URLCC devices are 256, 16 and 8, respectively. The
access point transmits signals with a total power of 24 dBm
averagely allocated to the 8 DL users, and the transmit
power at the UL users is 23 dBm. The whole bandwidth
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FIGURE 6. Performance evaluation for overall (3-steps) self-interference cancellation.
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FIGURE 7. Sum rate variation within the user allocation algorithm.

is equally divided into 4 orthogonal sub-bands for both DL
and UL users. The path loss model is taken from [31]. After
performing the proposed user allocation algorithm, the UEs
are allocated to sub-bands as Table 4 shows. It actually
allocated the UL users and DL users farthest away from
this UL user to the identical sub-band in this simple case.
Fig. 7 shows the sum rate variation of this network during
the user allocation algorithm with three different random
initial user allocation policies, which proves the convergence
behaviour. Different initial policies may result in different
policy changing sequences but will converge to the same final
optimal policy.

D. BER AND SE EVALUATION
In this section, we evaluate the system-level performance
of this network in terms of average BER and SE through
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TABLE 4. Optimal User Allocation Policy.

Sub-bands UL UEs | DL UEs
sub-band 1 (27.8-27.9 GHz) 4 1,2
sub-band 2 (27.9-28.0 GHz) 3 3,4
sub-band 3 (28.0-28.1 GHz) 2 5,6
sub-band 4 (28.1-28.2 GHz) 1 7,8

practical simulations. It should be noted that the performance
will be similar in the 4 sub-bands since they have identical
configurations, so the performance for URLCC devices
can be evaluated by the pair on a single sub-band, e.g.,
pair 1 (DL users 1 and 2) on sub-band 1. Antennas at
5G NR access points are divided into 4 subarrays, and
each subarray has an equal number (64) of non-overlap
antenna elements connected to one RF chain, and botheMBB
and URLLC devices have only one subarray connected
to one RF chain. We have considered 4 eMBB devices,
with each having non-overlapping 100 MHz bandwidth and
either QPSK or 16-QAM modulated payload. On the other
hand, we have considered 4 pairs (total 8) URLCC devices,
with each having non-overlapping 100 MHz bandwidth.
Each pair of URLLC receives a payload at the same time
and frequency. To guarantee the orthogonality of the 2
URLLC devices in each pair, the payload of one device is
BPSK (—1,41) modulated, while the other is 7/2—BPSK
(—1i,4+1i) modulated. In this way, the four subarrays of
5G NR access points simultaneously transmit data to the
four pairs of URLCC devices and receive data from the
four eMBB devices with the SIC applied. The transmit and
receive antennas at the 5G NR access point are orthogonally
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FIGURE 8. Performance evaluation of URLLC services.

polarised. PDSCH data is low density parity check (LDPC)
encoded with code rate 1/3. The height of 5G NR access
point, eMBB device, and URLCC device are 15m, 7m, and
2m, respectively.

Fig. 8(a) shows the average BER vs SNR of pair 1
of URLCC devices with and without interference. The
interference to the pair of URLCC devices is the CCI
from corresponding eMBB devices. Only RF precoding and
combining are used, and their weights are pre-calculated
according to their known coordinates. It is observed from
the figure that there is an error floor in BER in the presence
of interference, i.e., there is no significant difference for
scenarios with and without CCI when SNR< 12 dB.
The reason is that the CCI has been mitigated by the
user allocation policy and highly directional beams due to
RF beamforming, so the CCI is below the receiver noise
floor when SNR is low (i.e., transmit power is small).
It shows that > 99.99999% reliability can be achieved with
SNR > 16 dB with the minimised CCI in our network,
while about 20 dB of SNR can be achieved as long as
the URLLC devices are within 50 m of the access point.
Fig. 8(b) shows the SE vs SNR of pair 1 of URLCC devices
with and without interference. The achievable SE of the
HD radios is half of the blue curve (without interference),
while the red curve (with interference) is the achievable
SE of the IBFD radios with the optimal user allocation
policy and RF beamformers (i.e., mitigated CCI). With
SNR > 10 dB (> 45 bps/Hz SE), 56 kHz bandwidth
is sufficient to deliver 2.5 Mbps of throughput, while
103 kHz is needed for HD radios. This indicates that the
IBFD can almost double the connection density for specific
throughput. The interference can be further mitigated by
transmitting a pencil beam to the desired user using more
number of antennas, digital beamforming as in [7] and [11],
or advanced signal processing such as interference alignment
in [15], thus, further improve the quality of URLLC
service.
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Fig. 9 shows the average BER vs SNR of pair 1 of
eMBB devices with various quantisation and modulation
conditions in the presence of all noise and distortions (i.e.,
AWGN, transceiver distortion, canceller distortions and RSI),
where the x-axis of Fig. 9(a) and Fig. 9(c) means the
RSI after RF cancellation is x dB higher than the received
Sol. Fig. 9(b) and Fig. 9(d) are derived with 14 dB and
20 dB of SNR respectively, and Fig. 9(b) and Fig. 9(d) are
derived with received SI 35 dB higher than the received Sol.
Fig. 9(a) and Fig. 9(b) show results for QPSK modulation,
while Fig. 9(c) and Fig. 9(d) show results for 16QAM
modulation.It can be seen that high quantisation resolution
(more effective bits of ADCs) is essential to deliver highly
reliable services if the RF cancellation is not deep enough
(e.g., the RSI is 30 dB higher than the received signal of
interest due to insufficient RF cancellation). Typically, 20 dB
of RF cancellation will be required to eliminate the effects of
dynamic range of ADCs (12 bits) for QPSK, and this value
increases to 30 dB for 16-QAM. Also, this value increases
with decreasing number of effect bits of ADCs. > 99.9999%
reliability can be achieved with SNR > 13 dB for QPSK,
and SNR > 20 dB for 16-QAM. Fig. 10 shows the SE
vs SNR of eMBB devices in the presence of all noise and
distortions with 12-bits ADCs and RSI 35 dB higher than
the received Sol. It demonstrates that 2.5 Gbps data rate can
be achieved with 400 MHz communication bandwidth even
with SNR = 0 dB for eMBB devices due to the enormous
resources provided by the FR2 band, IBFD radios, and
large antenna arrays. Furthermore, the effects of the limited
dynamic range of ADCs on the SE is not as significant as on
the BER that it is almost invisible at low SNR. This suggests
that too deep RF cancellation is not extremely critical for
eMBB service, which does not have stringent requirements
for reliability. Besides, Fig. 8(b) and Fig. 10 in conjunction
with the reduction of 4 dB SNR of UL signals indicate that
IBFD radios achieve about 1.92 times SE of HD radios with
our SIC scheme and user allocation policy.
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FIGURE 9. Performance evaluation of eMBB with ADC effects.
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VI. CONCLUSION

In this paper, we proposed signal processing techniques to
reduce the SI and CCI for full-duplex private 5G networks
in FR2 band and evaluated its performance in terms of
throughput, latency, reliability, and device density under
a typical industrial scenario. Large-scale antenna arrays
are essential to compensate for the large path loss in
FR2 band, and RF beamforming is applied to save the cost.
RF cancellation also benefited from the RF beamforming
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to reduce the number of cancellers, but each canceller will
need more taps to mimic the effective SI channel, whose
RMS delay spread is enlarged due to RF beamforming.
For digital cancellation, its performance is affected by the
number of transmitter RF chains, the number of subarrays at
receiver, transceiver distortions, and RF cancellation. More
RF chains at the transmitter, more subarrays at the receiver,
and deeper RF cancellation are always wanted to reduce the
overall noise induced by the SI. However, it hardly has more
benefits from more than 30 dB of RF cancellation when
transceiver distortion is not too large. On the other hand, the
CCl s efficiently mitigated through the user allocation policy
and highly directional beams formed by RF beamformers,
providing highly reliable URLLC services. Such efficient
IBFD radios provide the private 5G network with 1.92 times
throughput and almost doubled device density compared to
HD radios and reduce latency of UL eMBB devices by
half. Utilising 4 x scaled numerology (60 kHz of subcarrier
spacing), mini-slot (7 symbols in a slot), and self-contained
sub-frames in 5G NR standard, we theoretically analyse
that the latency of DL URLLC devices can be reduced
to be within 0.5 ms and simulation results demonstrate
its reliability to be > 99.99999%. Numerical results also
show that multi-Gbps peak data rates can be achieved by
eMBB devices. However, these results are derived with
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theoretical models and hypothetical values of some parame-
ters while lacking the practical hardware impairments effects.
The future direction of this work should be implementing
the SIC scheme in practice and evaluating the performance
with practical hardware impairments, and adapting 3GPP
channel models under specific scenarios (e.g., urban-micro
(UMi) or indoor hotspot (InH)). To sum up, our proposed SIC
and user allocation techniques can enable IBFD private 5G
NR standard Networks in FR2 band for heterogeneous IloT
environment, which supports massive connectivity, enhanced
ultra-reliable low latency communications, and multi-Gbps
datarates for eMBB and its practical performance is supposed

to be evaluated in future.

APPENDIX A

NECESSARY NOTATIONS
Table 5 gives a tabular form for necessary notations.

TABLE 5. Essential notations and corresponding descriptions.

Symbol Description
a; complex coefficient induced by the RF beam-
former at the i*” antenna
Qg attenuation of the I" path between the it" re-
ceive antenna and the jt” transmit antenna
b number of effective bits of ADCs
drs distance between the st” transmit antenna and
rth receive antenna
f]F ook RF SIC depth at the k*" subcarrier of the SI
H channel between the 5" transmit antenna to the
it" receive antenna at the gt" BS
glgk digital SIC depth at the k*" subcarrier of the SI
’ channel at the gt BS
K Rician factor
K. number of subcarriers
Kpgs number of base stations
Kpr / Kur, number of downlink / uplink UEs served by a BS
lgl pathloss of the ST channel at the g** BS
L number of clusters
M number of taps
My, number of rays in the nt" cluster
MdTn’L i1 Mﬁ’l" ; | number of transmit / receive antennas at the jth
uplink / downlink UE
Mgé J / Ml%if j number of RF chains at the transmitter / receiver
’ " | of the j*" uplink / downlink UE
M STu’l‘) J /M 5131)1() J number of subarrays at the transmit / receive
' | antenna array of the 5" uplink / downlink UE
NIX number of data symbols transmitted to DL users
Ng’,‘n number of data symbols received from UL users
Ni’; / NRx number of transmit / receive antennas at the BS
Nix 1 NRx number of RF chains at the transmitter / receiver
of the BS
Ngj’,; /N 5’{) number of subarrays at the transmit / receive
antenna array of the BS
NCTn’éJ g]’; . number of RF chains connected to the [** subar-
ray at the transmit / receive antenna array of the
BS
Pgs / Pug transmit power of the BS / UE
tijl delay of the I*" path between the i*" receive
antenna and the j¢7 transmit antenna
Tn ! Ty, delay of the nt" cluster / m%* ray
P quantisation noise factor
nRF average RF cancellation depth at the g*" BS
O'% /o2 transmitter / receiver distortion factor
Ugs /ofE AWGN floor at the BS / UE
Olane noise and distortions floor introduced by RF
cancellers
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APPENDIX B

RF BEAMFORMER PROPERTIES

The RF beamformers are implemented via phase shifters in
practice, which only adjusts the phase of the input signal,
so each non-zero element of the RF beamformers can be
described as ¢, where 6 ~ U (0, 2m). Assume f;,;, and f;, are
two non-zero elements of the RF precoder matrix Frg, then
we have E {fmfn*} = fuf,y = 1 if m = n. For the case that
m # n, we have E {f,,f¥} = E {eigme_jeﬂ} =E {e/(e’"_en)},

where the probability density function of x = 6,, — 6, is
given as
1
—Xx 4+ — if—27 <x <0
2 b —_—
—mx—f—g, lfOS.foJT

so that we have

E{ei(em—e,,)} _ /2” )

-2

0 1 1

= / | —x+—)dx
o 472 2

1

| ey g L
27‘[] 472 42 27
B PR S )
27j 4z 42 |,

Therefore, we can derive that

B {en (7))

:D(NTXI N Lo L NTX LT )
cnt, 1 N;I;l);,suh cnt,2 N;l;l):,sub CntaN;l:,)é N:;;:,sub
Tx a7 Tx
v lE FBS,g FBS,g H _ NantNRF (57)
RF RF - NTIx
sub

Similarly, we can derive

BS,¢\ 7 u/BS, Nat
]E{(WRFg) wRFg} - WLk 59)
sub
BS,g\H (o BS Nt NRE
tr (E{(WRF’g> WRF’gD: o (59)

sub

APPENDIX C

STATISTICS OF ESTIMATION ERROR

In this appendix, we will derive the statistics of the channel
estimation error during the digital cancellation, and we will
ignore the frequency index here since the statistics are
identical for each subcarrier.

E {Aeff,g}
ff yeff
=E {HESI,g - HeRSI,g}

. . —1
=l (1 o2 ) (292) 2]
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— B {ml | -2 {0 () o)
) {ﬁ?s <(S?S)HS?S)_1 (SgBS)H} —0
var {Aeff’g}
=E {(Aeff,g —E{Actrg}) (Aciig — E {Aeff,g})H}

~ H
£f £f
=E {(HeRng HRSI ) (HRSI g HeRng> }
H H
ff £f
=E {HRSI g (HESl,g) } —E {Hle{SLg (HRSI g) }
~ ~ H
£f £f
-E {HRSI g (HRSI g) } +E {HeRng (Hfzng) }

So, the estimation error is a zero-mean complex Gaussian
variable, whose variance is given in detail as (assume the
intended transmit signal is independent from all transceiver
distortions and noise)

H
E{HRSIg(HRSI ) }
fi ff
=E Hfing((HfzSIg sgo +my )
BS\H BS\ | BS\H "
(5g7)7 8¢ (5¢7)
e BSHBS -1 Bs\H et H
= RSIg g (5 )'s (Sg ) RSl g
1K {HRSIg 8 ((SBS)H BS) (ﬁ?s)ﬂ}
H
i
=K {HESI,g (HRSI g) }
H H
. ff fF fi f
Similarly, E {HfQSI . (H%SI g) } E {HeRsl g (HESI g) }
H
Seff  (fyeft
B { A ()
—1 H
BS,g ( BS\H _BS BS,g
= E 1 gsi ((Sg )7 sg ) (yRSI) }
-1
= B (HG, o2 + 585 (689)7s25)
H
()|
H
fi
= E 1 Hyg, (HESI,g) }
1 H
1E {~BS (( BS)H BS) (ﬁng) }
H 1 H
— E et (Heff ) —E{@bS (NBS)
{ rst,¢ | Hrs1g + Pos | e

It is reasonable to assume that the residual received signal

iggig is dominated by the RSI (i.e., iggig R Hﬁgl <S¢ S),

and the transceiver distortions, noise, and nonlinearities of
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cancellers are independent from each other, so that
H
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