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ABSTRACT Reliable and efficient High-speed Railways (HSR) is the key component to the concept of
Green Smart Cities to combat the prevailing traffic congestion on roads and increasing greenhouse gases in
the atmosphere. It is also a fast, safe, and economical transport medium. Long Term Evolution – Railways
(LTE-R), though in the developing stage, is a newwireless communications standard for providing intelligent
broadband communication services to passengers and train operators. Reliable HSR communication requires
more base stations (BSs). The radio frequency power amplifier (RFPA), an integral part of the BS, dominates
the overall energy consumption and is inherently nonlinear. Digital Predistortion (DPD), the ultimate
Green communication technique, is used to linearize RFPAs and provide less power waste. Multiple-
input-multiple-output (MIMO) schemes have been used to achieve enhanced data throughputs and superior
transmission reliability. This paper analyzes the effect of DPD arrangement corresponding to these schemes
for reliable HSR communication in infrastructure-to-train and inside-station scenarios. The authors consider
downlink transmission for the LTE-R specifications at different train speeds. Furthermore, the paper proposes
an analytical framework to evaluate the performance of the complete HSR MIMO communications system.
This analytical framework characterizes the antenna effects on the Block Error Rate (BLER) and throughput
by adopting various transmission modes, viz. SISO, MISO, SIMO and MIMO. Numerical analyses and
simulations for the proposed system illustrate better reliability and high throughput performances with
higher-order MIMO configurations. Moreover, significant energy savings can be realized by universally
deploying DPD across the HSR network in Smart Cities.

INDEX TERMS BLER, DPD, HSR, intelligent transportation, LTE-R, MIMO, nonlinearities, RFPA, smart
cities, throughput.

I. INTRODUCTION
Today cities are home to more than 50% of the world’s
population in comparison to 30% in 1950 [1]. The outcome
is the expansion of cities across the globe, which forces
governments to act in the direction to enhance facilities and
infrastructure in the cities. This situation may require intel-
ligent and sustainable environments to offer citizens a high
quality of life, which is regarded as the evolution of Smart
Cities. The core infrastructure within a Smart City would
include efficient urban mobility and public transport with
robust Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
connectivity and digitization. One of the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) study groups SG5 focused
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on sustainable Smart Cities and provisioned ICT as a remedy
to economic/environmental problems in urban localities [2].

Railway transportation systems provide perfect fast, safe,
economical, and green solutions to various global problems,
viz. traffic congestion on roads and carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions in the atmosphere [3]. Further, the demand for
long-distance rail journeys paves the way for High-speed
Railways (HSR) for providing low-cost and high convenience
benefits to the citizens. The popularity of HSR makes train
operators and passengers keen to further demand for the
introduction of intelligent transportation services during the
train journey. These services improve the safety measures
provided during travelling and make the best utilization of
railway network infrastructure.

Conventional standards, like the Global System for Mobile
Communications – Railways (GSM-R), lag in providing
modern transport broadband services like on-board railway
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video surveillance and real-time track monitoring; and pub-
lic services like mobile ticketing, live streaming, and cellu-
lar phone services and provide only low data rate services
like dispatching, shunting, and maintenance. Subsequently,
Long Term Evolution – Railways (LTE-R) emerges as a new
wireless communications standard, still under development,
to serve modern HSR systems.

LTE-R has been able to provide better data throughput
rates even in high mobility operations and allows devices to
maintain a reliable data network connection in a fast-moving
train. Additionally, the complementary relationship between
multiple-input-multiple-output (MIMO) and Orthogonal Fre-
quency Division Multiplexing (OFDM) schemes makes a
MIMO-OFDM systemmost suitable to be used within LTE-R
standard for HSR communications [4]–[6].

Though modern complex modulation schemes are spec-
trally efficient, a high peak-to-average power ratio (PAPR)
puts challenge for base stations (BSs) to achieve efficient
radio transmission capabilities in terms of energy efficiency.
The radio frequency power amplifier (RFPA) is one of the
most expensive and power consumable components in the
BS [7]–[9], and the energy consumption of a BS can be
reduced by improving RFPA’s design. This reduction may be
achieved by allowing the RFPA to operate in saturation to
fulfill the exact spectrum and power efficiency requirements.
Unfortunately, the RFPA behaves nonlinearly in the satura-
tion region and produces distortion to the transmitted signal.
As HSR users worldwide need additional BSs along newer
rail tracks to avail various high-speed and reliable intelligent
transportation services, more RFPAs will be required. These
additional RFPAs may give rise to more power consumption
within the wireless communication network. Today, multiple
antenna configuration-based transceivers are viable solutions
to the requirements of enhanced system capacity and superior
throughput rates in modern practical wireless communication
structures. However, each transmit path has its own RFPA;
therefore, efficient usage of RFPAs becomes a crucial aspect
in MIMO communication systems.

The RFPA nonlinearity can be dealt effectively with digital
predistortion (DPD), which is the most prevalent technique
for compensating RFPA non-linearization. The DPD intro-
duces a nonlinear digital model before RFPA to predistort the
transmitted signal. This, in turn, cancels the distortion pro-
duced by RFPA. There is extensive literature available on the
usage of DPD for improving the transmitter’s performance
by the linearization of transmitter nonlinearities [10]–[13].
However, the focus in the established DPD literature
is on analyzing the transmitted signal quality [14]–[17],
which does not quantify the capability of the complete
communication system. The existing literature reports the
impact of linearization using DPD in terms of normalized
mean square error (NMSE) and adjacent channel power
ratio (ACPR) [18], [19]. NMSE and ACPR are trans-
mitter quality parameters. They do not give any inkling
for the energy saved/ throughput achieved for complete
communication.

In contrast to the existing research, our work quantifies the
effect of RFPA nonlinearity and its linearization with effi-
ciency enhancement using DPD for the complete communi-
cation system, including transmitter and receiver. In addition,
the paper includes an end-to-end mathematical analysis to
evaluate the performance of a practical HSR communication
system using MIMO-DPD architecture in terms of signal-
to-noise power ratio (SNR) over the dynamic multipath
channel. This analytical framework characterizes the antenna
effects on the Block Error Rate (BLER) and throughput
by adopting various transmission modes, viz. SISO, MISO,
SIMO and MIMO. The paper paves the way for achieving
Green communications in a high mobility scenario.

The paper is structured as follows. The LTE-R architec-
ture is discussed in Section 2. The section also includes
a brief comparison among GSM-R, LTE, and LTE-R.
Section 3 includes discussion on the adaptation of MIMO
and DPD technologies for green and reliable HSR communi-
cations. Section 4 describes the system model. This section
presents the end-to-end mathematical analysis of the com-
plete communication system. The section also includes the
assumptions taken for the present study. Section 5 consists
of the results and discussion of the measurements. Finally,
Section 6 concludes the paper.

II. LTE-R ARCHITECTURE
Various transport data communication standards use Intelli-
gent Transportation System (ITS) applications to realize a
safe HSR operation [20]. In 2016, 60 countries on five con-
tinents were using GSM-R. However, recently, several oper-
ators of mass transit systems based on communication-based
train control (CBTC) and GSM-R determine to move to LTE-
R [21], [22]. Following the user requirement, Future Railway
Mobile Communications System (FRMCS)will take place on
3rdGeneration Partnership Project (3GPP) based 5G commu-
nication solutions [23]. LTE-R is expected to offer high data
rate services both for passengers and trains. These services
may be implemented in two important scenarios – (1) during
high-speed train movement, known as an infrastructure-
to-train scenario, and (2) when the train is in a stationary posi-
tion or at very low speed within the railway station platform
limits, known as an inside-station scenario.

LTE-R is a railway communication standard based
on the existing LTE system architecture. It supports
packet-switching in contrast to the circuit-switching arrange-
ment of theGSM-Rmodel. LTE-R provides a reliable Internet
Protocol (IP) connection between the passenger’s user equip-
ment (UE) and the packet data network (PDN) to access the
broadband communication applications without any disrup-
tion in both scenarios. LTE-R differs from the conventional
LTE networks in terms of architecture, system parameters,
network layout, types of services, and the quality of ser-
vice [24]. Table 1 summarizes the performance comparison
specifications for GSM-R, LTE, and LTE-R.

The conventional LTE architecture consists of two
networks: Evolved Packet Core (EPC) and Radio Access
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TABLE 1. GSM-R, LTE-R and LTE specifications.

FIGURE 1. Reference architecture for LTE-R communications.

Network (RAN). The access network is known as Evolved
Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN)
in LTE-R. The evolved Node BS (eNodeB), a part of the
E-UTRAN, is the component that allows UE to connect to the
LTE-R network. The EPC is the LTE-R core network and per-
forms functions like mobility management, authentication,
quality of service, routing upload and download IP pack-
ets, IP address allocation, and more. EPC supports seamless
handovers to eNodeBs, and each E-UTRAN cell maintains
high data/voice capacity by high-speed packet access (HSPA)
technology. LTE-R provides an additional radio access sys-
tem to match HSR-specific needs. This extra radio system
offers traffic safety services by exchanging transmission sig-
nals with on-board units. The architecture of LTE-R [25],
as presented in Fig. 1, incorporates aspects of the HSR
communications management policy. Various logical nodes

and functions used in LTE-R architecture are: Policy Control
and Charging Rules Function (PCCRF), Home Subscriber
Server (HSS), PDN Gateway (PDN-G/W), Serving Gateway
(SV-G/W), and Mobility Management Entity (MM) [26].

The PCCRF provides the bit rate information and matches
a specific data flow with the user’s subscription profile,
thus helps in policy decision-making. HSS holds informa-
tion about PDNs and helps the PDNs to connect with UE.
PDN-G/W serves as the mobility anchor for interworking
with non-3GPP technologies and is responsible for allocat-
ing IP addresses to the users and filtering these user IP
packets during downlink transmission. The SV-G/W collects
the information for call charges in the visiting network and
arranges call interceptions as per existing laws in the country.
MMprocesses signaling between the eNodeB and UE to have
a successful downlink transmission.
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FIGURE 2. BS power consumption.

III. MIMO-DPD: THE WAY TO GREEN AND
RELIABLE HSR COMMUNICATIONS
The increasing emission of greenhouse gases in the atmo-
sphere is causing global warming. It is estimated that the
global energy consumption of ICT industries is about three
percent of the worldwide energy consumption, which is
equivalent to about two percent of the global CO2 emissions.
Wireless communication networks contribute about twelve
percent of ICT emissions, whereas the largest fraction of
energy consumption within these networks is due to BSs.
Moreover, HSR users worldwide need additional BSs along
newer rail tracks to support high mobility lifestyle ‘always
get connected’ and to avail various high-speed and reliable
broadband services. The added BSs may account for the
sudden increase in greenhouse gases and pollution with the
additional energy costs to operate them.

The rising energy costs and carbon footprint of oper-
ating cellular communication systems have stimulated the
researchers to work in an innovative research area known as
‘‘Green Communications’’. The notion of ‘‘Green technol-
ogy’’ in cellular communication systems is meaningful with
a point of view of energy-saving and performance analysis
of various components in the communication system. This
saving not only provides economic benefits (lower energy
costs) but better practical usage (increased battery life in
mobile devices and less heat dissipation at BSs) also. The
MIMO-DPD combination can efficiently address the crucial
issue of high energy dissipation within the BSs.

MIMO technology has emerged as one of the remark-
able innovations utilized to fulfill the higher data throughput
rates and communication reliability demands for modern and
future wireless communications. However, MIMO configu-
ration requires more hardware components. It needs addi-
tional RFPAs, couplers, and antennas on the transmitter side;
whereas at the receiver side, it needs additional antennas, cou-
plers, and low-noise amplifiers (LNAs) [27]. Unfortunately,
the RFPAs are inherently nonlinear and consume a substantial
amount of power within the BSs, as shown in Fig. 2. Besides
consuming the largest amount of power, the RFPA wastes
about 80-90% of the total power as heat dissipation, requiring
air-conditioners, thus adding even more to the energy costs.
As a result, the total efficiency of a conventional RFPA

FIGURE 3. The DPD concept: input-output characteristics. (a) DPD,
(b) RFPA, (c) (DPD+RFPA).

ranges from 5-20% only, depending on the semiconductor
material and manufacturing process selection. The energy
consumption also includes radiated power, but the radiated
power per antenna decreases with an increase in the number
of antennas [28]. Therefore, if highly efficient and linear
RFPA may be used for each antenna, then the operational
costs for the mobile network operators as well as the power
consumption within the complete communication system can
be optimized significantly [29].

DPD is a low-cost, and popular technique to compensate
for RFPA’s inherent nonlinearity and tomake RFPA operating
at relatively high efficiency, as shown in Fig.3. The input-
output characteristics of an RFPA with nonlinearity is shown
in Fig. 3(b), where p is input and yout is output. If the DPD
block can manipulate any incoming signal with appropriate
inverse characteristic, as shown in Fig. 3(a), where xin is input
and p is the output, the final output yout to the combination
of DPD and RFPA is linear function of the original input
signal xin, as shown in Fig. 3(c). The combined effect of
(DPD+RFPA) eliminates the inherent nonlinear behavior of
the RFPA and establishes the concept of Green RFPA. The
(DPD+RFPA) combination makes reliable and green HSR
communications possible with linearity perspective, provid-
ing better user experience as well as with power efficiency
perspective, providing less power waste [30].

The MIMO-DPD combination optimizes the energy con-
sumption within the complete wireless communication sys-
tem and ensures higher data throughputs. Furthermore,
a Doherty RFPA is a promising architecture for DPD
within HSR communication system to maintain optimal
linearity-efficiency tradeoff [31]. The ultimate green reliable
HSR communications can be achieved when DPD to Doherty
power amplifiers is combined with MIMO transmission
techniques.

IV. SYSTEM MODEL
Fig. 4 shows the green wireless practical MIMO communica-
tion model for intelligent HSR services. In this model, the BS
is equipped with T antennas and serves a receiver having R
antennas. The DPD block predistorts the original baseband
signal in the digital domain, passes it through a digital-
to-analog converter (DAC), then local oscillator (LO) and
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FIGURE 4. Green wireless practical MIMO communications system model.

mixer up-convert this signal to RF frequency. The RF signal
is then fed through RFPA for transmitting more significant
power to drive the transmitter antenna. DACs and analog-
to-digital converters (ADCs) provide interfacing between the
digital and analog components within the BS and the UE.
The antenna transmits the signal on the RF channel. After
its interception on the receiver side, LNA is used to amplify
possibly weak signals. Finally, the demodulator achieves
reconstruction of the signal.

Digital predistorters are used to compensate for the non-
linearity of RFPAs. The DPD parameters are extracted and
updated by capturing and feeding the transmitted output sig-
nal via an attenuator, LO, bandpass filter, and an ADC. The
comparison between the input and the captured output is
made by DPD extraction unit that extracts the coefficients for
the DPD block to carry out predistortion. The DPD block pro-
duces the predistortion function during the normal real-time
communication system processing, while the DPD model
extraction unit only invokes during the initial system setup or
whenever there is a requirement to change the characteristics
of HSR communication system.

A. END-TO-END MATHEMATICAL ANALYSIS
We have considered a MIMO communication system having
T transmitting antennas and R receiving antennas. Each RF
chain includes the following important blocks, which makes
communication possible through the MIMO channel:

1) OFDM MODULATOR
The OFDM modulator performs inverse discrete Fourier
Transform (IDFT) operation followed by cyclic prefix addi-
tion and parallel-to-serial conversion. The corresponding
baseband equivalent expression of OFDM symbol with N

subcarriers at the discrete time index n can be written as [32]

x tin[n] =


1
n

N−1∑
k=0

mt (k)ej2πkn/N ,−Ncy ≤ n≤N−1

0 otherwise

 (1)

where x tin[n] is the OFDM symbol input to the DPD of tth
transmit antenna, mt (k) is the complex data symbol on kth
subcarrier of the OFDM symbol, and Ncy is the cyclic prefix
length. By the central limit theorem [33], if the number of
subcarriers N is large, mt (k) can be assumed to be complex
i.i.d. with zero mean and variance Pm and x tin[n] to be a com-
plex Gaussian process with zero mean and variance Pm/N .

2) DIGITAL PREDISTORTER
The input-output characteristics of DPD and RFPA shows
that both have complementary characteristics. Thus, the out-
put of a cascaded DPD+RFPA should ideally be a scaled
replica of the original signal. The characteristics of DPD is
usually modeled by nonlinear polynomial model, which can
be expressed as [34], [35]

pt [n] =
A∑
a=1

αtax
t
in[n]|x

t
in[n]|

a−1 (2)

where pt [n] is the DPD output at tth transmitting antenna
when x tin[n] is given as input. α

t
a are the complex nonlinearity

coefficients of DPD for ath order nonlinearity, and A is the
DPD nonlinearity order.

3) RFPA
The nonlinear characteristics of the RFPA can also be mod-
eled by nonlinear polynomial model as

ytout [n] =
B∑
b=1

σ t2b−1p
t [n]|pt [n]|2(b−1) (3)
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where pt [n] and ytout [n] are the input and output of the non-
linear RFPA of the tth transmitting antenna, respectively. B
denotes the nonlinearity order and σ t2b−1 are the complex non-
linearity coefficients of RFPA for (2b-1)th order nonlinearity.

4) CASCADED DPD+RFPA STRUCTURE
The signal is passed through the cascaded chain of DPD
and RFPA. The coefficients of DPD in each RF chain are
estimated separately depending upon the nonlinearity of the
corresponding RFPA. From (2) and (3), the transmit signal at
the tth transmit antenna can be represented as

ytout [n] =
B∑
b=1

σ t2b−1

(
A∑
a=1

αtax
t
in[n]|x

t
in[n]|

a−1

)

×

∣∣∣∣∣
A∑
a=1

αtax
t
in[n]|x

t
in[n]|

a−1

∣∣∣∣∣
2(b−1) (4)

Rearranging, we get

ytout [n] =
A(2B−1)∑
c=1

γ tc x
t
in[n]|x

t
in[n]|

c−1 (5)

where γ tc are the complex nonlinear coefficients of the cas-
caded DPD+RFPA Green Communication system. The total
number of coefficients required to realize the above equa-
tion is A(2B-1). The γ tc coefficients for third-order nonlinear
RFPA (B=2) and third-order nonlinear DPD (A=3) will be 9,
and the expressions are given as follows:

γ t1 = σ
t
1α

t
1

γ t2 = σ
t
1α

t
2

γ t3 = σ
t
1α

t
3 + σ

t
3α

t
1|α

t
1|
2

γ t4 = σ
t
3α

t
1U

t
1,2 + σ

t
3α

t
2|α

t
1|
2

γ t5 = σ
t
3α

t
1(|α

t
2|
2
+ U t

1,3)+ σ
t
3α

t
2U

t
1,2 + σ

t
3α

t
3|α

t
1|
2

γ t6 = σ
t
3α

t
1U

t
2,3 + σ

t
3α

t
2(|α

t
2|
2
+ U t

1,3)+ σ
t
3α

t
3U

t
1,2

γ t7 = σ
t
3α

t
1|α

t
3|
2
+ σ t3α

t
2U

t
2,3 + σ

t
3α

t
3(|α

t
2|
2
+ U t

1,3)

γ t8 = σ
t
3α

t
2|α

t
3|
2
+ σ t3α

t
3U

t
2,3

γ t9 = σ
t
3α

t
3|α

t
3|
2

where U t
u,v = α

t
uα

t∗
v + α

t∗
u α

t
v.

The MIMO channelH[n] between transmitter and receiver
is modeled with the impulse response method of the linear
systems as [36]

H[n] =
D∑
d=1

hdδ[n− d] (6)

where D is the number of received impulses that is equal
to the total delay taps and hd contains the MIMO channel
coefficients for the d th multipath.

RECEIVED SIGNAL CHARACTERIZATION
The received signal vector at the MIMO-OFDM receiver is
expressed as

mo[n] =
D∑
d=1

hdytout [n− d]+ w[n] (7)

where mo[n] is an R×1 vector of received signals, yout [n] is
a T×1 transmit signal vector at the DPD+RFPA cascaded
output in transmitter and w[n] is an R×1 noise vector. Here
hd is given as

hd =


hd (1, 1) hd (1, 2) · · hd (1,T )
hd (2, 1) hd (2, 2) · · hd (2,T )
· · · · ·

· · · · ·

hd (R, 1) hd (R, 2) · · hd (R,T )

 (8)

where the MIMO channel coefficient hd (r,t) represents the
complex delay amplitude of the d th delay tap between tth
transmit antenna and r th receive antenna and is given as [37]

hd (r, t) = Ad ej2π fcvn/c (9)

Here Ad is the complex gain associated with the d th mul-
tipath, fc is the carrier frequency, v is the speed of train and c
is the speed of light. It is to be noted that hd is the response
at delay d to an impulse at time n. It is assumed that hd (r,t) is
a wide-sense stationary (WSS), fs-limited complex Additive
White Gaussian Noise (AWGN) process that is independent
for different delay taps due to high mobility communication.
Here fs is the Doppler frequency, given as

fs = fc
v
c

(10)

The received complex data symbol at the r th receive
antenna, using (5), (7) and (8), can be written as

mr [n] =
T−1∑
t=0

D−1∑
d=0

hd (r, t)
A(2B−1)∑
c=1

γ tc x
t
in[n−d]|x

t
in[n−d]|

c−1

+wr [n] (11)

On removing the cyclic prefix and applying DFT opera-
tion, we get

mr (k)

=

N−1∑
n=0

mr [n]e−j2πkn/N (12)

=

N−1∑
n=0

T−1∑
t=0

D−1∑
d=0

hd (r, t)
A(2B−1)∑
c=1

γ tc x
t
in[n− d]|x

t
in[n− d]|

c−1

× e−j2πkn/N + wr (k) (13)

where wr (k) is the AWGN in kth subcarrier at r th receive
antenna. Using circular time shift property of DFT, the
received complex data symbols at the kth subcarrier can be
expressed as

mr (k) =
T−1∑
t=0

D−1∑
d=0

hd (r, t)
N−1∑
n=0

A(2B−1)∑
c=1

γ tc x
t
in[n]|x

t
in[n]|

c−1
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(14)

× e−j2πk(n+d)/N + wr (k)

=

T−1∑
t=0

ĥk (r, t) et (k)+ wr (k) (15)

where ĥk (r, t) is the effective channel coefficient from tth
transmit antenna to r th receive antenna of kth subcarrier and
can be written as [38]

ĥk (r, t) =
D−1∑
d=0

hd (r, t) e−j2πkd/N (16)

and et (k) is the effective nonlinear complex data symbol that
can be written as

et (k) =
N−1∑
n=0

A(2B−1)∑
c=1

γ tc x
t
in[n]|x

t
in[n]|

c−1
× e−j2πkn/N (17)

The R.H.S. of (17) can be canonically decomposed into
multiplicative factor τt multiplied to the desired data symbol
mt (k) and additive residual noise χt , thus

et (k) = τt mt (k)+ χt (18)

where τt is the gain provided by the combination of DPD and
RFPA. If τt is an unknown parameter, it can be written as [39]

E[et (k)m∗t (k)] = τt Pm (19)

The variance Var(χt ) of the residual noise can be given as

Var(χt ) = E[|χt |2] = E[|et (k)|2]− Pm|τt |2 (20)

Using (15) and (18), the received complex data symbol
mr (k) can be expressed as

mr (k) =
T−1∑
t=0

ĥk (r, t){τt mt (k)+ χt } + wr (k) (21)

Using channel equalization technique [40], the complex
data symbol on kth subcarrier of the OFDM symbol associ-
ated with tth transmit antenna in the MIMO channel is best
approximated as

m̂t (k) = τtmt (k)+ χt + [(Ĥ(k))†w(k)]t (22)

where [(Ĥ(k))tw(k)]t is the tth element of vector (Ĥ(k))tw(k),
Ĥ(k) is the R×T MIMO channel at the kth subcarrier after
channel equalization operation whose elements are ĥk (r,t) and
w(k) is the R×1 AWGN vector whose elements are wr (k).
Thus, the resultant SNR for the kth subcarrier is given as

ρt (k) =
Pm|τt |2

Var(χt )+ [((Hk )HHk )−1]tN0
(23)

or ρt (k) =
ρm

Var(χt )
/
N0 +

1
ψk

|τt |
2 (24)

where ρm =
Pm
N0

is the received SNR in the static channel,
and ψk = 1

[((Hk )HHk )−1]t
has a Chi-squared distribution with

2(R-T+1) degrees of freedom [41].

Hence the average SNR across all the transmitting
branches and all the subcarriers can be evaluated as

ρav =
1
TN

T∑
t=1

N∑
k=1

ρt (k) (25)

The BLER and throughput are the key performance indi-
cators to study the impact of MIMO schemes in any mod-
ern high-speed communication system [42]–[44]. The BLER
value establishes the reliability of data transmission over
an HSR communication system. The data transmission is
reliable if it efficaciously decodes the transport block, which
means that the cyclic redundancy check (CRC) of the trans-
port block should be checked and appropriately matched with
the receiver CRC. BLER is measured after channel decoding,
and de-interleaving has been done after performing the CRC
for all transport blocks. Larger values of BLER indicate
a bad RF environment that again can cause low downlink
throughput. BLER is represented by Bl and is calculated as

Bl =

∑SU Stop
SU Start (1− CRC Check)∑SU Stop

SU Start (1)
(26)

where SU is the abbreviation of subframe and CRC Parity
indicates the CRC Check result for each subframe. The CRC
Check value ‘1’ means CRC Check is successful and ‘0’
means CRC Check fails. The receiver is assumed to have a
latency of one subframe, i.e., one millisecond duration, which
shows that the throughput calculation should atleast start after
the first subframe, i.e., SU Start ≥ 1.
The CRC failure criteria for indicating out-of-

synchronization is taken so that the downlink connection has
to fail atleast 200 milliseconds before being lost. Moreover,
at least 20 consecutive lost frames are needed to ensure the
out-of-synchronization state. However, as soon as the links
get better and one CRC is received correctly, the links are
considered to be in-synchronization again.

A modern wireless communication receiver with error
detection and correction capability is modeled as [45]

Blm =
{
1, ρm < ρth
0, ρm > ρth

}
(27)

where Blm represents the BLER of a pure Line of Sight (LoS)
channel and ρth is the threshold level of the received signal
power. Any connected UE on a high-speed train experiences
the radio link quality in terms of BLER values with respect to
SNR levels. Thus the conception of deteriorating radio link
condition for the HSR communications also corresponds to
the observed BLER value. If this value exceeds the threshold
level of 0.1, it signifies that eNodeB and UE are not synchro-
nized to provide reliable communications [46].

As BLER changes with time due to time-varying fading
in a dynamic channel, it must be averaged for this case. The
average BLER value Blav in a fading channel is a function of
average SNR ρav. The static LOS BLER Blm and the average
BLER Blav are related as

Blav =
∫
∞

0
Blm f (ρm; ρav) dρm (28)
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FIGURE 5. Infrastructure-to-train scenario.

where f (ρm; ρav) is the probability density function (PDF) of
the fading power level ρm.
Substituting (26) into (27), we get

Blav =
∫ ρth

0
f (ρm; ρav) dρm (29)

The throughput data rate of MIMO communication system
for dealing with error correction codes is expressed as [47]

0 =
0max
T

T∑
t=1

(1− Bl) (30)

where 0max is the maximum throughput achieved at high
SNR. This equation is valid for static LOS MIMO channel
(Blm exists with ρm) and dynamic fading MIMO environ-
ments (Blav exists with ρav).

B. ARRANGEMENTS AND ASSUMPTIONS
The main goal with HSR communications is to achieve
various high data rate applications for train operators and
passengers. The train services are implemented in two imper-
ative railway transportation scenarios – (1) during travelling,
known as infrastructure-to-train scenario, and (2) when the
user is within the railway station platform range, either inside
or outside the train, known as an inside-station scenario.
The infrastructures are real-time connected and interactive,
supported by high data rate bidirectional data streams with
low latencies.

In the infrastructure-to-train scenario, no specific topo-
graphical details are taken into account. BSs are placed in
a regular grid, having a hexagonal layout using the clover-
leaf cell configuration scheme, which has been widely used
in cellular communications. The cells are configured in three
ways in this scheme: single-cell, 1-tier, or 2-tier configura-
tion [48], [49]. Each BS has three sectors fed by an antenna,
and the BSs are placed on the lattice of the new bigger
hexagon. We took a single cell clover-leaf hexagonal layout
with three cells per site, as shown in Fig. 5, for the simulation
arrangement. Users are distributed uniformly over the whole
area.

As a wireless communication environment grows uneven
traffic load, i.e., inside-station scenario, it will be converted
into ‘‘hotspot’’ cells. These cells are considered to have a
substantially higher traffic load than the designated load. The
authors took the scenario of a railway station platform with

FIGURE 6. Inside-station scenario.

TABLE 2. System model parameters.

dimensions 120 m x 50 m. Let us suppose that the height
of the roof is 6 m and the inside-station structure contains
16 sheds/rooms of 15 m x 15 m. The BSs are placed within
the open space in front of the sheds/rooms at 30 m and 90 m,
as shown in Fig. 6, with respect to the left side of the structure.

This paper focuses on efficient communication for high-
speed trains. The end-to-end communication system analysis,
considering the presence of practical nonlinear RFPAs for
high-speed communications, has been reported for the first
time in terms of packet loss / BLER and throughput. The
study does not depend only on cell configuration, but we have
provisioned other parameters like sampling frequency, carrier
frequency, channel bandwidth, multiple antenna configura-
tions, complex modulation mapping scheme, channel estima-
tion technique, detection technique, multiple speed scenarios,
BS antenna height, BS antenna gain, the inter-site distance,
theminimumdistance betweenUE in the train and the serving
cell.

These system model parameters are assigned real values
during the simulation stage, as given in Table 2 and Table 3.
It is to be noted that the parameters shown in Table 2 have
the same values in infrastructure-to-train and inside-station
scenarios. In contrast, Table 3 notifies those parameters that
have different values for the two cases. The acceptable range
of SNR values starts from 15 dB for successful data trans-
mission in all modern wireless communication technologies,
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TABLE 3. System model parameters.

FIGURE 7. DPD and RFPA results in terms of input and output voltage.

including LTE. In contrast, the SNR values from 15-25 dB
represent low signal strength, from 25-40 dB represent good
signal strength, and the SNR values over 40 dB provide
excellent signal strength [50]. Doherty PAs are utilized at
transmitters.

V. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In this section, the results are presented to evaluate the end-
to-end performance of the practical HSR communication
system. The analysis is carried out with DPD and without
DPD in terms of BLER and throughput with respect to SNR.
Fig. 7 shows the DPD results for achieving linearization in
terms of normalized input and output voltages, where the
scattering in the outputs is observed due to the channel effect.
Fig. 8 shows the measured ACPR, average output power, and
corresponding power added efficiency (PAE) without DPD
andwith DPD compensation. The ACPR denotes the adjacent
channel interference and is given as the ratio of the main
channel power to the power in the adjacent channels.

The authors use−45 dBc as a threshold value to the accept-
able ACPR performance for achieving perfect linearization.
The achieved average output power without DPD arrange-
ment, at this threshold ' − 45 dBc, is 15.28 dBm, whereas
it is 18.36 dBm with DPD. The PAE increases from 6.66%
to 13.28% at the threshold ACPR ' − 45 dBc. Fig. 7
and Fig. 8 establish that the communication systems become
power-efficient after DPD inclusion. Therefore, the DPD
technique may be helpful in achieving the objective of Green
HSR communications.

With the proposed DPD and RFPA for each transmit-
ter branch, the infrastructure-to-train scenario is represented
in Figs. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14, and the inside-station

FIGURE 8. Measured ACPR, measured output power and PAE for LTE
signal.

FIGURE 9. BLER without DPD at various train speeds for SISO and MIMO
configurations.

scenario is represented in Figs. 15 and 16. The investigations
are done for SISO and several MIMO antenna configurations,
for train speeds varying from 0-200 kilometers per hour
(kmph), and for pedestrian speeds ranging from 0-3 kmph.

The graphical representations in the figures with the cap-
tion ‘RFPA’ denote characteristics having RFPA nonlinearity;
and the caption ‘Green’ indicates the characteristics, where
RFPA nonlinearity is compensated with DPD. The caption
‘stationary’ represents the train speed of 0 kmph and ‘high
speed’ represents the train speed equals to 200 kmph in
all graphs corresponding to the infrastructure-to-train sce-
nario. On the contrary, the caption ‘stationary’ represents
the pedestrian speed of 0 kmph and ‘high speed’ represents
the pedestrian speed of 3 kmph corresponding to the inside-
station scenario graphs.

The authors comprise a three-way analysis for the
infrastructure-to-train scenario. Figs. 9 and 10 cover the
effect of mobility on various antenna configurations with
RFPA nonlinearity. Figs. 11 and 12 show the linearization
effect on various mobilities for MIMO 4 × 1 configuration.
Figs. 13 and 14 analyze different MIMO configurations,
including several transmit and receive diversity cases, with
the DPD arrangement at high mobility. Figs. 15 and 16 show
the same aforesaid analysis for the inside-station scenario.
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FIGURE 10. Throughput without DPD at various train speeds for SISO and
MIMO configurations.

Figs. 9 and 10 represent the cases when no predistortion
is done to linearize the RFPA. The figures clearly show that
RFPA nonlinearity deteriorates the BLER and throughput
performances. It is seen that without DPD, more than 50 %
of blocks are erroneously received to the total data blocks
transmitted over the RF channel. The BLER and throughput
performances degrade further with increasing train speeds.
Both of these parameters have comparatively better results
at low SNR values for higher order MIMO configurations.
In contrast, SISO configuration gives comparatively better
results at high SNR values. The best BLER value achieved in
this case, as in Fig. 9, is 0.5 for which at least an SNR of 22 dB
is needed, which is achieved with MIMO 4×1 configuration
at 0 kmph. The SISO configuration requires at least 32 dB
SNR to have the sameBLER.However, if SNR requirement is
fixed at 22 dB, from Fig. 10, the achieved maximum through-
put without DPD is only 50 % for MIMO 4×1 configuration
at 0 kmph. With SISO configuration, the system without
DPD achieves maximum throughput equals to 4.57 Mbps at
0 kmph speed and 3.73Mbps at 200 kmph. The maximum
throughput achieved withMIMO 4×1 without compensating
RFPA nonlinearity for 0 kmph and 200 kmph is 4.12 Mbps
and 3.19 Mbps, respectively only. The results also establish
that no antenna configuration can attain the required BLER
value of 0.1 for successful data transmission due to RFPA
nonlinearity. It envisages that more power is required to make
data transmission with nonlinear RFPAs, but the achieved
throughput is still less.

Figs. 11 and 12 represent the results for MIMO 4× 1 with
and without DPD at different train speeds. If BLER value is
taken as 0.1 (equivalent to 10 % of the maximum) in Fig. 11,
a minimum SNR value of 15 dB is needed to reach this target
BLER. This has been achieved with MIMO 4× 1 at 0 kmph
with DPD arrangement, whereas the target BLER has never
been achieved with the systems having RFPA nonlinearity.
The same target BLER is achieved at an SNR of 22 dB
with MIMO-DPD 4 × 1 configuration when the train is
running at 100 kmph. This implies that the signal needs high
power to get transmitted at high mobilities. The signal may

FIGURE 11. BLER with DPD and without DPD at different train speeds for
MIMO 4× 1 configuration. Here ‘Green’ refers to the case when RFPA
nonlinearity is compensated using the DPD technique.

FIGURE 12. Throughput with DPD and without DPD at different train
speeds for MIMO 4× 1 configuration. Here ‘Green’ refers to the case
when RFPA nonlinearity is compensated using the DPD technique.

need even more power if the nonlinearity is not compensated
earlier. From Fig. 12, the throughput to achieve the required
0.1 BLER value is 95 % with MIMO 4 × 1 configuration
at 0 kmph for 15 dB SNR with DPD and 90 % with MIMO
4 × 1 configuration at 100 kmph for 22 dB SNR with DPD.
However, if the required SNR is 15 dB for MIMO 4 × 1
configuration, from Fig. 12, the maximum throughput values
with DPD are 95 %, 75 %, and 60 % at train speeds 0 kmph,
100 kmph, and 200 kmph, respectively. On the contrary, if the
RFPA nonlinearity is not mitigated, the throughput degrades
to 35 %, 30 %, and 25 % at the same 15 dB SNR for train
speeds 0 kmph, 100 kmph, and 200 kmph, respectively.

Figs. 13 and 14 represent the results with DPD for the
trains at a high speed of 200 kmph. The results are taken
for SISO and several other MIMO configurations. If BLER
value is limited at 0.1 in Fig. 13, the SNR values equal
to 22 dB and 24 dB are needed to reach this target BLER
with DPD-MIMO 1 × 8, and DPD-MIMO 8 × 8 commu-
nication systems. It is to be noted that DPD-MIMO 4 × 4,
DPD-MIMO 2 × 2, DPD-MIMO 8 × 1, and DPD-SISO
communication systems are not able to achieve this target
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FIGURE 13. BLER with DPD for SISO and MIMO configurations for high
speed train. Here ‘Green’ refers to the case when RFPA nonlinearity is
compensated using the DPD technique.

FIGURE 14. Throughput with DPD for SISO and MIMO configurations for
high speed train. Here ‘Green’ refers to the case when RFPA nonlinearity
is compensated using the DPD technique.

BLER of 0.1 at 200 kmph and, thus, are not able to provide
reliable communications for very high-speed trains. It means
that 8 × 8 and 1 × 8 DPD-MIMO modes offer least signal
power requirement. It is also envisaged that DPD-MIMO
8× 8 delivers better results for SNR values less than 20 dB;
but for SNR values greater than 20 dB, the DPD-MIMO
1 × 8 mode offers the best results. At the same time, from
Fig. 14, the same configuration achieves 90 % throughput
at 0.1 BLER value. The maximum throughput achieved is
92.25% at highmobility of 200 kmphwith DPD-MIMO1×8
configuration for SNR 30 dB. It reveals that LTE-R performs
successful data transmission with DPD for even low strength
signals, but this may be the case when train speed is less than
200 kmph. The power required to drive RFPAs for reliable
broadband HSR communication at higher speeds is more,
even with DPD. While the maximum throughput achieved
for high-speed train with DPD for SISO configuration is only
5.74 Mbps, it is 8.85 Mbps for MIMO 1× 8 configuration to
the same conditions for SNR values greater than 40 dB.

The DPD improves BLER and throughput performances
for the inside-station scenario. It is evident from Fig. 15
and Fig. 16 that theMIMO diversity mode 4×1 gives the best

FIGURE 15. BLER with DPD for the inside-station scenario. Here ‘Green’
refers to the case when RFPA nonlinearity is compensated using the DPD
technique.

FIGURE 16. Throughput with DPD for the inside-station scenario. Here
‘Green’ refers to the case when RFPA nonlinearity is compensated using
the DPD technique.

throughput value with low power requirement and achieves
the acceptable BLER value. If the SNR value is kept fixed at
15 dB andDPD is done for high speed inside-station scenario,
the throughput reaches from 9.5 % of its maximum value to
57 % with SISO and from 35.35 % to 93.95 % with MIMO
4×1 configuration. Furthermore, the acceptable BLER value
0.1 for reliable data transmission is achieved for MIMO 4×1
configuration with the same SNR at both 0 kmph and 3 kmph
with DPD, while has been unacceptable without DPD.

The throughput values for infrastructure-to-train scenario
for the high speed (200 kmph) case without and with DPD at
40 dB SNR are given in Table 4. The throughput values for
the inside-station scenario for stationary (0 kmph) and high
speed (3 kmph) cases without and with DPD at 15 dB SNR
are given in Table 5.

It is seen that video represents the greatest data usage
by passengers during journeys, where most of the video
applications adapt their streaming rates utilizing the avail-
able bandwidth and, therefore, they may continue to operate
even if throughput rates drop. The error in receiving data
packets during video transmission in very high-speed trains,
may affect the quality, but it does not entirely discard the
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TABLE 4. Throughput (Mbps): infrastructure-to-train scenario.

TABLE 5. Throughput (Mbps): inside-station scenario.

transmitted information. The BLER and throughput per-
formances can further be improved, particularly for video
transmissions, by increasing the number of retransmission
processes.

VI. CONCLUSION
The RFPA nonlinearity compensation using DPD for green
HSR communications is analyzed. It is realized that ITS
services enhance the safety and convenience of both train
operators and train passengers. The analysis is done for the
infrastructure-to-train and inside-station scenarios with and
without DPD arrangement. The BLER and data throughput
performance metrics are evaluated for the emerging 10 MHz
LTE-R communications systemwith SISO andMIMOmodes
in terms of SNR for 64QAM downlink mapping at various
train speeds upto 200 kmph and various pedestrian speeds
upto 3 kmph. It is investigated that the recommended LTE-R
specifications with MIMO-DPD result in a higher BLER due
to the fast fading channel effect, and the radio link estab-
lishment procedures need more time for radio access with
increasing speeds.

While analyzing the behavior of a modern practical com-
munications system, RFPA should never be assumed linear.
The paper establishes that RFPA nonlinearity deteriorates
the BLER and throughput performances, and that, without
DPD, more than 50 % blocks are received with errors to the
total data blocks transmitted over the RF channel. The BLER
and throughput performances degrade further with increas-
ing train speeds. It implies that more transmission power
is needed to send signals at high mobility. The additional
signal power is to be given if nonlinearity is not compensated
earlier. It is also revealed that LTE-R achieves successful data
transmission with DPD for even low strength signals. The
power requirement to drive RFPAs for reliable broadband
HSR communications at higher speeds is more, even with
DPD. The paper further establishes that the DPD technique,
when combined with MIMO schemes, gives optimal results
and is the ultimate approach to achieve reliable Green HSR
communications.

In this paper, we also analyzed the joint nonlinear behav-
iors of RFPA and DPD for the HSR MIMO communications
system. An end-to-end analytical methodology is developed
using mathematical expressions to obtain the closed-form
expressions of BLER and throughput. A communication
engineer may easily utilize the analysis to design the link
budget for high-speed MIMO wireless communication sys-
tems with the help of a realistic power consumption model.
The framework can be employed for complex modulation
mapping schemes like 128-QAM or 256-QAM to achieve
higher throughput rates. The proposed analysis can also be
extended to the flexible and heterogeneous cell structures,
which will be a subject of our future work.
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