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ABSTRACT Predicting stock prices through historical data is a hot research topic. Stock price data is
considered to be a typical time series. Recurrent neural network (RNN), long short-term memory (LSTM),
and gated recurrent units (GRU) have been commonly employed to handle this type of data. However, most
studies focus on the analysis of individual stocks, thus ignoring the correlation between similar stocks in the
entire stock market. This paper proposes a clustering method for mining similar stocks, which combines
morphological similarity distance (MSD) and kmeans clustering. Subsequently, Hierarchical Temporal
Memory (HTM), an online learning model, is used to learn patterns from similar stocks and make predictions
at last, denoted as C-HTM. The experiments on the price prediction show that 1) compared with HTMwhich
has not learned similar stock patterns, C-HTM has better prediction accuracy, 2) in terms of short-term
prediction, the performance of C-HTM is better than all baseline models.

INDEX TERMS Machine learning, kmeans, morphological similarity distance, hierarchical temporal
memory, stock prediction.

I. INTRODUCTION
The non-random walk hypothesis and the efficient market
hypothesis suggest that historical stock data are of great
commercial value and that the study of past prices can be
used to predict future prices [1]–[3]. Moreover, an promising
stock prediction model has been proven to bring consider-
able benefits to investors and companies. Although the stock
price prediction task is attractive to researchers, it is still
considered to be a challenging problem because the stock
data is real-time, high-noise and nonlinear. Therefore, many
scholars try to use various methods to achieve a better accu-
racy [4]–[7]. Machine learning models have shown more
promising prospects than traditional statistical models such
as Autoregressive Integrated Moving Average (ARIMA),
a time-series prediction model which utilizes differences.
Nabipour et al. [8] evaluated the performance of artificial
neural networks (ANNs), recurrent neural network (RNN),
long short-term memory (LSTM) and six tree-based models
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(decision tree, bagging, random forest, adaboost, gradient
boosting, and xgboost). The results show that LSTM was
the top performer in comparison with other techniques. Chen
and Zhou [9] employed a genetic algorithm (GA) for feature
selection, in order to improve perfomance of LSTM. How-
ever, to the best of our knowledge, there is little research
work that deals with the issue of correlation between multiple
stocks.

Another issue of some previous works is that their models
are prone to overfitting or underfitting, which means that the
parameters need to be adjusted frequently. Hence, the fol-
lowing features are necessary for the model: 1) Due to the
real-time nature of stock data, the model can continue to learn
and does not require excessive parameter adjustments. 2) The
model is sensitive to input, thus it can learn the potential
patterns. 3) Themodel has high robustness and fault tolerance
mechanism to adapt to the high-noise data environment.

To address those two issues, the method proposed in this
paper is that employing a clustering method based on kmeans
to find similar stocks in the stockmarket, which uses morpho-
logical similarity distance (MSD) as a measure of similarity,
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denoted as K-MSD. The MSD has been proven to be more
suitable for evaluating the similarity of time series [10].
In addition, we use Hierarchical Temporal Memory (HTM)
model, a biologically-constrained theory of intelligence orig-
inally described in [11], to learn patterns among similar
stocks, because its data structure of sparse distributed repre-
sentations (SDRs) ensures the robustness and sensitivity. The
experiment results show that compared with HTM which has
not learned similar stock patterns, the HTM after clustering,
that we called C-HTM, has better prediction accuracy. Fur-
thermore, in terms of short-term prediction, the performance
of C-HTM is better than other three baseline models.

The main contributions of this work are summarized as
follows:

• This work is the first to implement KMSD clustering
algorithm, in order to mining similar stocks in the entire
stock market.

• We apply the HTM model, an online learning model,
to learn potential stock patterns on best clusters, which
achieves promising performance on short-term stock
price prediction tasks.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows: In Section II,
recent researches on stock price prediction are presented.
The methods used in this paper are introduced in detail
in Section III. In Section IV, experiment and results are
reported followed by conclusion and future work directions
in Section V.

II. RELATED WORKS
There are a lot of researches on stock price prediction
recently. We only broadly introduce part of the previous
works.

Based on recent research, clustering algorithms have
been widely used in stock price prediction task [12]–[14].
Xu et al. [12] proposed a hybrid two-stage stock forecasting
method based on clustering and ensemble learning. In this
method, kmeans is employed to cluster different technique
factors which affect the stock price. Li and Wu [13] utilize
hierarchical clustering algorithms to cluster the stock time
series windows into different categories, in order to improve
stock price predictions with the help of market styles. Naka-
gawa et al. [14] proposed a k-medoids clustering with Index-
ing dynamic time warping (IDTW) to grasp price fluctuation
patterns useful for prediction. In [15], Kumari et al. used the
CUDAparallel computing framework to accelerate clustering
operations.

In addition, many models specifically dealing with stock
data have been proposed. Hoseinzade and Haratizadeh [16]
trained a convolutional neural network (CNN) model which
takes a 3-dimensional tensor to aggregate and align a diverse
set of variables as input. An elman neural network (ENN)
model optimized by grey wolf optimization (GWO) algo-
rithm achieves promising stock predictive performance on the
task of predicting the closing price for one day in advance,
proposed by Chandar et al. in [17]. Pang et al. [18] use

the embedded layer and the automatic encoder, respectively,
to vectorize the data for LSTM. The experimental results
show that the LSTM with embedded layer is better.

Currently, few studies focus on analyzing the impact of
stock similarity on the model. The model learning the pattern
of similar stocks means high robustness and high general-
ization, because the stock price is affected by unpredictable
factors. Therefore, this paper trains the HTM model on sim-
ilar stocks which are clustered by KMSD to improve the
prediction accuracy.

III. METHODOLOGY
In this section, we introduce the method used in this paper,
including KMSD clustering, HTM, baseline models and eval-
uation measures for clustering and prediction.

A. KMEANS WITH MORPHOLOGICAL SIMILARITY
DISTANCE
Kmeans [19] is a common clustering algorithm in machine
learning tasks. Given n samples of time series (x1, x, . . . , xn),
where each sample is a d-dimensional real vector, kmeans
clustering aims to partition the n samples into k(≤ N ) sets
S = (S1, S2, . . . , Si). In other words, its goal is to find the
cluster Si that satisfies the following formula:

argmin
S

k∑
i=1

∑
x∈Si

f (x, µi) (1)

where µi is the mean value of all series in Si, the function f is
the similarity between sample x and µi. We use MSD as the
similarity measure, so f can be expressed as follows:

f (x, µi)=ED× (2−
ASD
SAD

)

=

√√√√√ d∑
j=1

(xj − µij)2×(2−
|
∑d

j=1(x − µi)|∑d
j=1 |x − µi|

) (2)

where ED is Euclidean distance, ASD is the absolute sum of
the difference, and SAD is Manhattan distance.

B. HIERARCHICAL TEMPORAL MEMORY
In this section, we only make a brief introduction to HTM.
For readers who are not familiar with HTM, please refer to
literature [20], [21].

1) HTM STRUCTURE
HTM is an unsupervised machine learning technology that
simulates the working principle of the neocortex of the mam-
malian (mainly human) brain, proposed by [11] originally.
The structure of an abstract HTM model with two level is
shown in Figure 1. A typical HTMmodel is a tree-like hierar-
chical structure. Each level is composed of smaller elements
called regions, while single level in a hierarchical structure
may contain multiple regions. Generally, the higher a level is
in the model, the less regions it contains. Furthermore, each
region is composed of columns of multiple neurons.
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FIGURE 1. A two-level HTM model.

FIGURE 2. Workflow of HTM model.

The design of neuron is like the pyramidal cells in the
brain. It is a multipolar neuron that includes three types
of dendrites: proximal dendrites, which receive feedforward
input information; terminal dendrites, which receive contex-
tual information; apical dendrites, which accept feedback.

2) HTM WORKFLOW
As shown in Figure 2, the HTM workflow mainly includes
four parts: encoding, spatial pooling, temporal pooling and
classifier prediction. Firstly, the encoder [22] transforms
the input into sparse distributed representations (SDRs),
data structure composed of binary, in which the num-
ber of 1 is much smaller than 0. SDRs is the basis for
the robustness of the model. Then, the spatial pooling
algorithm [23] and the temporal pooling algorithm inte-
grate similar patterns and divide time groups, respectively.
Finally, the prediction result of the model is given by the
classifier.

3) SPARSE DISTRIBUTED REPRESENTATION
As far as nerual network is concerned, sparsity terms has
been proven to improve prediction accuracy in [24]–[26].
As sparse data representation in HTM, SDRs ensures the
robustness of noise and the sensitivity to input. An SDR
consists of thousands of binary bits in which 1 represents a
relatively active neuron and a 0 represents a relatively inactive
neuron. However, the number of 1 is much smaller than 0,
which is why we think SDRs is sparse. In general, SDR is
considered to be the core concept of HTM.

C. BASELINE MODELS
In this paper, we use RNN [27], LSTM [28] and GRU [29] as
baseline models. As a class of neural network, RNN is widely
used in processing variable-length time series because of its
internal memory. In addition, LSTM and GRU are variants of
RNN, which avoid the gradient vanishing problem [30] and
prove to be more suitable for processing long time series.

In the experiment, we will use the common sliding window
method to train the baseline models. Figure 3 is an example
indicating how to use previous 7 days to predict the future
1 days.

D. EVALUATION MEASURES
The method in this paper can be divided into two stages:
clustering and prediction. Learning and prediction are per-
formed in a better cluster, so the evaluation of clustering and
prediction need to be given separately.

1) CLUSTERING METRIC
Silhouette is an evaluation method of clustering effect, pro-
posed by [31]. Its value is a measure of how similar an sample
is to its own cluster (cohesion) compared to other clusters
(separation), which ranges from −1 to +1. A high value
indicates that the sample is well matched to its own cluster
and poorly matched to neighboring clusters. The calculation
method of the Silhouette of sample i is as follows:

s(i) =


1− a(i)/b(i), if a(i) < b(i)
0, if a(i) = b(i)
b(i)/a(i)− 1, if a(i) > b(i)

(3)
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FIGURE 3. An example of silding window.

where a(i) is the mean distance between i and all other
samples in the same cluster, b(i) is the smallest mean distance
of i to all samples in any other cluster.

Assume all samples have been clustered via KMSD clus-
tering into k clusters. If the average Silhouette of a cluster is
greater than or equal to the average Silhouette of all samples,
the cluster can be regarded as a better cluster.

2) PREDICTION METRIC
Mean Absolute Error (MAE), Mean Squared Error (MSE),
Root Mean Squared Error (RMSE) and coefficient of deter-
mination (R2) are used in this paper to evaluate the perfor-
mance of prediction models. Their formulas are as follows:

MAE =

∑n
i=1

∣∣ŷi − yi∣∣
n

(4)

MSE =

∑n
i=1(ŷi − yi)

2

n
(5)

RMSE =

√∑n
i=1(ŷi − yi)2

n
(6)

R2 = 1−

∑n
i=1(ŷi − yi)

2∑n
i=1(ȳ− yi)2

(7)

where yi is the actual value, ŷi represents the predicted value,
ȳ is the mean value of actual value. In the best case, the pre-
dicted values exactly match the actual values, which results
in MAE = 0,MSE = 0,RMSE = 0 and R2 = 1.

IV. EXPERIMENT AND RESULTS
A. OVERVIEW
In this experiment, we select opening price as our forecast-
ing target. The overview of the experiment in this paper is

shown in Figure 4. Firstly, the input of KMSD clustering
is the opening price of the all samples in the training set.
Then, the average Silhouette are employed to select the better
clusters. Finally, in order to verify the applicability of KMSD
and HTM, the model will be trained in the following ways:
• Comparingmodels which are trained in the better cluster
and models without clustering to determine whether
KMSD can improve the prediction accuracy.

• Comparing univariate and multivariate inputs to deter-
mine whether the model can learn more knowledge
through multiple features.

• Comparing the performance of HTM and baseline mod-
els to determine whether HTM is more suitable to stock
data.

In addition, the input data need to be normalized before
clustering and training so that the values of variables are
between [0,1]. The normalization formula is as follows:

Xnormailization =
X − Xmin

Xmax − Xmin
(8)

At last, the prediction result need to be denormalized as
follows:

X = Xnormailization × (Xmax − Xmin)+ Xmin (9)

where Xmax is the maximum value of data, Xmin is the mini-
mum value of data.

B. DATASET
The original dataset used in the experiment is the historical
data of China A-shares since listing to 2021-02-26, with a
total of 4112 samples. Each stock sample contains 13 fea-
tures: closing price, high price, low price, opening price,
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FIGURE 4. Overview of the experiment process.

TABLE 1. HTM parameters.

TABLE 2. Baseline models parameters.

previous closing, up/down amount, up/down range, turnover
rate, volume, turnover amount, total market capitalization,
market capitalization outstanding and number of transac-
tions. Then, stock samples with data from 2011-01-04 to
2021-02-26 are screened out. So a total of 1957 samples are
used as our actual experimental data. The date length of each
sample is 2467. Finally, the first 2100 days of each sample
are used as the test set, and the last 367 days are used as the
test set to verify our method.

FIGURE 5. The silhouette values of cluster with K = 4.

C. MODEL PARAMETERS
Table 1 presents the parameters of the HTM model referred
from [32]. The parameter N-days represents the number of
days to predict in the future. These prediction results will
be given in an HTM model, which we call simultaneous
multi-step prediction.
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TABLE 3. Silhouette values.

FIGURE 6. The result of HTM aftering clustering with 1-day ahead.

To evaluate our method, the parameters of the baselines
model (RNN, LSTM and GRU) are shown in Table 2. We set
the length of the input window as 7, 15, 30 and 50 respectively
to correspond to output window which is same as the output
of HTM.

D. CLUSTERING RESULT
Table 3 presents the results obtained from KMSD clustering
setting K from 3 to 7. It is apparent that all samples tend
to be divided into 4 clusters, because the average Silhouette
is 0.2192 which is closer to 1 compered to other K values.
Then, the result of the clustering are more intuitively shown
in Figure 5. What stands out in the figure is that the cluster
1 is the best cluster, so models will be trained on it.

E. PREDICTION RESULTS
In this section, we show the performance of all models on
stock SHA:600030 which is in the better cluster. Prediction
results are shown in Table 4, 5, 6 and 7. From these tables,
we can draw the following points.

Firstly, whether univariable or multivariable input for mod-
els, the performance of HTM without clustering is almost

TABLE 4. Results of univariate input without clustering.

the worst in Table 4 and 6. However, it is worth emphasiz-
ing that from Table 5 and 7, learning similar patterns from
the better cluster obtained from KMSD clustering can only
improve the prediction accuracy of HTM. There are several
possible reasons to explain this phenomenon: 1) Because of
high robustness and sensitivity of HTM, it is tend to learn
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TABLE 5. Results of univariate input after clustering.

TABLE 6. Results of multivariable input without clustering.

TABLE 7. Results of multivariable input after clustering.

patterns that are useful for prediction in similar stocks. 2) The
baseline models without parameter tuning is underfitting or
overfitting. In other words, as a online learning model, there
are no hyperparameters to adjust for HTM. Such features can
be regarded as the advantages of HTM in stock prediction
task.

Secondly, from Table 4 and 6 we can find that multivari-
able input is vaild for LSTM and GRU obviously. However,

the effectiveness on RNN and LSTM is little or even counter-
productive. And in Table 5 and 7, it is only effective for RNN.
This demonstration shows that RNN, LSTM, and GRU are
better at accepting multiple inputs. From another perspective,
it means that HTM may not need other variables as input to
achieve satisfactory results.

Finally, comparing Table 4, 5, 6 and 7, the result of HTM
prediction after clustering in Table 5 with 1-days ahead have
the best score, which is shown in Figure 6.

In general, the experimental results show that 1) KMSD
can largely improve the prediction accuracy of HTM, and
2) HTM is suitable for short-term stock price prediction.
Moreover, it is not necessary to focus on feature selection
because multivariate input has little benefit for HTM.

V. CONCLUSION AND FUTURE RESEARCH
Predicting stock prices based on historical data is considered
an attractive and challenging task. In this paper, we first
employed KMSD clustering to find similar stocks. Moreover,
HTM is applied to learn from the similar stock dataset. The
experiment results show that KMSD clustering can improve
the accuracy of HTM significantly and HTM after clustering
is suitable for show-term stock price prediction. In the future,
we plan to further improve the prediction accuracy and gen-
eralization of the model by developing algorithms that can
consider more variables to find similar stocks.
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