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ABSTRACT Forecasting of energy consumption in Smart Buildings (SB) and using the extracted
information to plan and operate power generation are crucial elements of the Smart Grid (SG) energy
management. Prediction of electrical loads and scheduling the generation resources to match the demand
enable the utility to mitigate the energy generation cost. Different methodologies have been employed to
predict energy consumption at different levels of distribution and transmission systems. In this paper, a novel
hybrid deep learning model is proposed to predict energy consumption in smart buildings. The proposed
framework consists of two stages, namely, data cleaning, andmodel building. The data cleaning phase applies
pre-processing techniques to the raw data and adds additional features of lag values. In the model-building
phase, the hybrid model is trained on the processed data. The hybrid deep learning (DL)model is based on the
stacking of fully connected layers, and unidirectional Long Short Term Memory (LSTMs) on bi-directional
LSTMs. The proposed model is designed to capture the temporal dependencies of energy consumption on
dependent features and to be effective in terms of computational complexity, training time, and forecasting
accuracy. The proposedmodel is evaluated on two benchmark energy consumption datasets yielding superior
performance in terms of accuracy when compared with widely used hybrid models such as Convolutional
(Conv) Neural Network-LSTM, ConvLSTM, LSTM encoder-decoder model, stacking models, etc. A mean
absolute percentage error (MAPE) of 2.00% for case study 1 and a MAPE of 3.71% for case study 2 is
obtained for the proposed forecasting DLmodel in comparison with LSTM-basedmodels that yielded 7.80%
MAPE and 5.099% MAPE for two datasets respectively. The proposed model has also been applied for
multi-step week-ahead daily forecasting with an improvement of 8.368% and 20.99% in MAPE against the
LSTM-based model for the utilized energy consumption datasets respectively.

INDEX TERMS Appliances energy forecasting, bidirectional LSTM, deep learning, hybrid model, power
forecasting.

I. INTRODUCTION
Energy consumption in buildings is one of the significant
contributors to energy efficiency programs worldwide [1].
Additionally, a major component of the energy consumed
in the buildings is wasted through over-utilization of energy

The associate editor coordinating the review of this manuscript and

approving it for publication was Mouloud Denai .

appliances such as exhaust fans, and Heating, Ventilation,
Air Conditioning (HVAC) systems, ineffective control over
thermal comfort, and not optimizing the start-up time and
sequencing of electrical equipment. Therefore, it is essen-
tial to properly manage energy consumption in buildings
which could be done by creating smart buildings (SB)
with installed sensors, measuring devices, and various con-
trol strategies [2]. One of the management stages to realize
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demand-side response is to predict the household energy
consumption with high accuracy. If the short-term load fore-
casting at the building level is obtained with high accuracy
and precision, the power utilities can utilize the information
to manage the operation and maintenance of power systems.
This would help the utilities to match the generation of power
with the load demand, thereby enabling them to plan and
schedule the energy resources.

Energy consumption profile at the building level consists of
three components [3]: 1) Regular consumption patterns that
can be recognized from the inherent historical load patterns in
the building, 2) Uncertain consumption patterns owing to the
different daily weather conditions, and 3) Noise component
that cannot be physically modeled.

Short-term load forecasting at aggregated levels has a
majority component corresponding to regular consumption
patterns and therefore, it is easier to predict with a high
degree of accuracy. Household-level energy consumption is
volatile and uncertain owing to the unpredictable patterns due
to weather conditions. Furthermore, customer consumption
behavior may change based on various reasons, including
the weather. Hence, the consumption depends on individual
consumer behavior, and it is too stochastic to predict easily.
Therefore, the challenge in short-term energy forecasting at
the building level is to predict the uncertain patterns consider-
ing the weather conditions and stochastic nature of consumer
consumption behavior.

Considering that the energy consumption in buildings is
highly volatile and unpredictable, deep learning techniques
are forerunners in developing highly accurate prediction
models. Extensive research has been performed in the last
decade to forecast load at aggregated levels [4]–[6]. In [4],
density-based spatial clustering of applications with noise
(DBSCAN) algorithmwas utilized to aggregate different sub-
zones into clusters based on the historical yearly energy
consumption values and the forecastingmodels are developed
at an aggregated level of cluster. Considering the variation
of consumption behavior between households, the house-
holds were clustered, the aggregate forecasts for each clus-
ter were determined separately, and finally, the forecasts
were aggregated in [5]. The aggregation of the residential
load was proposed and the percentage of users within a
cluster that should be equipped with smart meters and sub-
metering capability was determined in [6]. However, the
work on short-term energy forecasting at the household con-
sumer level is still limited. Energy forecasting and man-
agement methods for household-level consumption include
time series analysis, metaheuristic algorithms such as binary
backtracking search algorithm in home energy management
systems (HEMS), machine learning approaches such as sup-
port vector machines, deep learning methods such as neu-
ral networks, and ensemble deep learning models [7]–[16].
Among deep learning models, Convolutional Neural Net-
works (CNNs) and Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs) have
been extensively used in energy forecasting problems. CNN
is a feed-forward neural network that bases its calculations

on convolutions. RNN is a recurrent neural network in time
with cells whose internal states depict the dynamic behav-
ior of the dependent feature with time. Long Short Term
Memory (LSTM) is a type of RNN and it has three gates
to decide which information to move forward and which
information to discard. It has been found that LSTM models
are more accurate than RNN models. The CNNs have been
employed in hybrid models in the first phases to get accurate
performance without feature extraction phase [16]. How-
ever, the complexity of CNN models depends on multiple
factors including convolution process, kernel number, and
large memory access. Whereas LSTM networks are based
on space and time and the input size does not exponentially
grow network requirements. After considering the above
factors, the bi-directional LSTM layer is used to extract
information from features instead of complex CNN layer,
and stacking of LSTM layers on dense layers is used to
forecast the dependent variable i.e. energy consumption in
our work. Also, the proposed model is evaluated in terms of
accuracy and training time performance against the widely
used hybrid models including the LSTM encoder-decoder
model, CNN-LSTM, ConvLSTM, and another ensemble
model.

The key contributions of this work include the following:
1) A novel hybrid deep learning model is built using

stacked bi-directional and uni-directional LSTM mod-
els allowing the learning of exceedingly non-linear
and convoluted patterns and correlations in data that
are beyond the reach of classical uni-directional
architectures.

2) Two real case studies are depicted to demonstrate the
accuracy of the proposed model in forecasting the
appliances’ energy consumption at the household level
in buildings with sensors.

3) Quantitative analyses are performed through scoremet-
rics and the effectiveness of the proposed model is
demonstrated in comparison with the existing state-of-
the-art approaches.

4) The proposed model architecture, effects of model
parameters and hyperparameters, and impression of
adding lag energy features are meticulously stud-
ied. Furthermore, the proposed model is compared
with other deep learning models on two different
datasets.

The remainder of the paper is structured as follows.
Section II describes the literature review on bi-directional
LSTMs and machine learning models utilized in household-
level energy forecasting. Section III discusses the archi-
tecture of the proposed component deep learning layers.
Section IV proposes a short-term load forecasting method-
ology utilizing the proposed Hybrid Stacked Bi-directional
Uni-directional Fully connected (HSBUFC) model architec-
ture. In Section V, the performance of the proposed method-
ology is evaluated against the benchmark and traditional
deep learning models. Finally, conclusions are drawn in
Section VI.
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II. RELATED WORK
Short-term load forecasting at the household level is currently
of much research interest with the integration of renewable
energy resources in smart grids at the distribution level [17].
The volatile load demand patterns at the consumer level, if
predicted with high accuracy, will help in load balancing and
renewable energy efficient utilization. Initial works on short-
term load forecasting at the household level included the time
series analyses and traditional statistical approaches. With
the research interest shifting to artificial intelligence, various
machine learning approaches and deep learning techniques
have been utilized to forecast the energy consumption at
the household level. In [18], Moradzadeh et al. proposed
multilayer perceptron (MLP) and support vector regression
(SVR) models trained on buildings’ structural characteris-
tics and technical parameters data for forecasting cooling
and heating loads in residential buildings. They reported a
very high correlation coefficient value of 0.9993 using their
proposed models. In [15], Wang et al. proposed a two-stage
forecasting methodology. In the first stage, the traditional
time forecasting models were utilized to perform a day ahead
load forecasts. To enhance the accuracy of the forecasts, the
second stage utilized models such as support vector machines
(SVM), linear regression, and quadratic models to generate
predictions of deviations. These deviations were integrated
with the forecasts from the first stage to yield the overall
forecast values with an average Mean Absolute Percentage
Error (MAPE) of 5.21 %. However, the SVM model is not
suitable for big data as the training time for the SVM model
scales super linearly with the increase in data records.

In [19], Rafiei et al. proposed wavelet pre-processing,
improved wavelet neural networks, and generalized extreme
learning machines (ELMs) on training data. The predictions
of the load were provided as intervals keeping in mind the
uncertainties of the forecasting models and data noise. ELMs
are neural networks with a single hidden layer. The usual
disadvantages of ELMs are that the forecasting accuracy is
heavily dependent on the activation function, and the gener-
alization is poor. These shortcomings were effectively tackled
by the introduction of wavelets as the activation functions in
their methodology. However, the ELM-based methods do not
effectively perform deep extraction of inherent information
and features associated with energy consumption data owing
to their single layer-based modeling.

In [20], the authors established mathematical models of
backpropagation neural networks and Elman neural net-
work. These models were used with small learning rates,
and layers to store internal states, and to deal with time-
varying characteristics of energy consumption data. Their
results concluded that Elman neural networks perform better
in dynamic load forecasting than backpropagation neural
networks. However, these neural network-based models are
bound to converge to local minima rather than global min-
ima. This leads to poor generalization and further, causes
overfitting.

Recently, a lot of research attention has been focused
on the development of deep learning models to recognize
patterns in the energy consumption data and to perform
the forecasts with high accuracy and efficiency. Typically,
deep learning models suffer from the problem of explod-
ing gradients (i.e. learning diverges) or vanishing gradients
(i.e. the learning stops). This problem is taken care of by
LSTM networks that introduce memory cells and computing
gates. LSTMs are types of RNNs that have been utilized
in the past for time-series analyses and load forecasting
problems. In our recent works, multiple efficient and accu-
rate energy consumption forecasting models were devel-
oped based on ensemble models, extreme learning machines,
LSTMs, deep neural networks, and dimensionality reduction
techniques [14], [21], [22].

In [23], the authors developed hybrid sequential learning
based on the deep learning model. Their solution utilizes
CNN in the first phase to extract the features from the energy
consumption dataset and uses Gated Recurrent Unit (GRU)
in the second phase to utilize its effective gated structure
to make predictions. However, GRU-based models do not
have as great volatility as LSTM-based models owing to their
simplicity and a smaller number of gates for the gradient flow.

In [11], the authors proposed an advanced domain fusion
methodology based on CNN, which derived the time-domain
and frequency-domain features representing the changing
energy consumption trends, LSTM layers, and Discrete
Wavelet Transforms (DWT). The authors reported a MAPE
of around 1% on two datasets, which comprise energy con-
sumption (MW) information at aggregated levels. However,
this methodology was not tested on the disaggregated level of
household consumption or appliance energy use.

In [12], Kong et al. proposed an LSTM memory-based
framework for short-term energy forecasting at the residential
level. They incorporated the appliances energy data from a
Canadian household to illustrate the efficacy of their deep
learning framework. Although minutely data were available,
an aggregation of thirty minutes has been utilized in their
work. However, only six appliances’ energy data were uti-
lized in the study. Their results were compared against the
benchmarking models of Feed Forward Neural Networks
(FFNN) and k-Nearest Neighbors (k-NN). The superior per-
formance of the LSTM-based model, with a MAPE of
21.99% was displayed. In the current work, the bi-directional
LSTM-based hybrid model was utilized to improve the accu-
racy of forecasts.

To combine the strengths of different models and their
knowledge representations, many studies have been made
on hybrid models to perform accurate energy forecasting.
In [24], four learning algorithms i.e. k-NN regressor, SVR,
XGBoost, and genetic algorithm (GA) were combined to
propose an ensemble model for forecasting electricity con-
sumption at the distribution transformer level. Forecasting
day-ahead photovoltaic power has been performed in [25]
using LSTM and auto-encoder persistence model while
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handling uncertainties and predictions for complex weather
variables. Air conditioning energy prediction has been per-
formed in [26] using a meta ensemble machine learning
model based on stacked auto-encoders to optimize prosumer
energy management. A hybrid ensemble strategy involving
bagging, boosting, and random subspace with pruning on
LSTM-based models has been suggested in [27] to extract
the features from multi-feature data on industrial power load
and a new loss function was proposed to balance the tradeoff
between bias-variance and to reduce peak load prediction
error. In [28], deterministic and probabilistic low-voltage load
forecasting was performed using a hybrid ensemble deep
learning model based on deep belief networks. In the same
work, the regression ability of the networks was improved by
utilizing bagging and boosting techniques and the weights of
sub-models in the ensemble were optimally determined by
using the k-nearest neighbor method. A comparative study of
a novel hybrid artificial intelligence (AI) and deep learning
(DL)model for power distribution networkswas performed in
[29], where AI techniques such as optimally pruned extreme
learning machines (OP-ELM), adaptive neuro-fuzzy infer-
ence system (ANFIS) and deep learning techniques such as
LSTM were examined.

Several recent works were based on LSTM-based models
and these models were developed using past data. However,
there are other invariants of LSTMs that consider not only
the past inputs but also the future context values [30]. The
output of distinct hidden layers in either direction is passed
through connections to the same layer, and this is the concept
of bidirectional LSTMs that are utilized in the proposedwork.
The advantages of bidirectional LSTMs are 1) to exploit the
data features to extract the bidirectional temporal dependen-
cies from available data, and 2) to preserve the information
from past and future inputs in the hidden states of LSTMcells.

The proposed model in this paper outperforms [31] in
energy consumption forecasting. The same dataset is uti-
lized in the current paper and reference work [31]. In [31],
the authors developed data-driven models based on gradient
boosting machines, random forests, support vector machines
with radial basis function, and multiple linear regression.
The authors reported the lowest MAPE of 13.43% for their
model predictions using random forests. Although various
deep learning or hybrid models are developed to forecast
energy consumption at the household level, the error rate
is high. Hence, in this work, a hybrid model (HSBUFC) is
developed based on the stacking of bi-directional and uni-
directional LSTMs followed by fully connected dense layers
to achieve the forecasts with high accuracy and low error
percentages as compared to the mentioned models.

III. ARCHITECTURE OF DEEP LEARNING MODELS
In this section, the architectures of the uni-directional and
bidirectional LSTMs are discussed. The forward and back-
ward passes in bi-directional LSTMs are utilized to recognize
inherent patterns in energy consumption data using past and
future inputs.

FIGURE 1. Overview of LSTM cell.

A. UNI-DIRECTIONAL LSTMS (OR LSTMS)
LSTM is a type of Recurrent Neural Network that is clas-
sically built to process, analyze, and forecast sequence
data [32]. The RNN model predicts based on the input of
the current time step and the output from the previous time
step. In addition to the ability to utilize information from
the recurrent connections to the outputs of previous time
steps, LSTMs also have memory cells to accumulate steps
over prediction sequences enabling them to perform better
with long-term dependency tasks such as energy forecasting.
Also, the existence of gates and more complex recurrent
units in LSTMs enable them to control the information that
is passed through and overcome the problem of vanishing
gradients [33].

The LSTM unit can be defined as a collection of vectors
in Rd at every time step t . The overview of the LSTM cell
is illustrated in Figure 1. LSTM vectors are presented as
follows [34].

Memory cell (mt ): It is given by the following:

mt = ft · mt−1 + it · ct (1)

where ct is given by

ct = Tanh(Wm · [ht−1, yt ]+ bm) (2)

where t symbolizes the current time step, t − 1 symbolizes
the previous time step, Wm represents the weight matrix for
memory cell neurons, ht−1 represents the hidden state at step
t − 1, yt represents input at step t , and bm represents bias for
memory cell units.

Input gate (it ): It is given by the following:

it = σ (Wi · [ht−1, yt ]+ bi) (3)

Forget gate (ft ): a gate that resets the old memory.

ft = σ (Wf · [ht−1, yt ]+ bf ) (4)

Output (ot ): Output of LSTM unit and output valve.

ot = σ (Wo · [ht−1, yt ]+ bo) (5)

Hidden cell state (ht ): ht is given as follows.

ht = ot ∗ Tanh(mt ) (6)
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FIGURE 2. The architecture of unfolded bi-directional LSTM model.

The LSTM cell using its structure (as depicted in Figure 1)
processes information in four steps as follows. The cell for-
gets the irrelevant parts of the previous states, stores the
relevant parts of new information into its cell state, updates
the relevant information from prior and current input into its
internal cell states, and yields outputs as inputs for the next
time step.

B. BI-DIRECTIONAL LSTMS
Bi-directional LSTM is a development over uni-directional
LSTM models. The bi-directional LSTMs process the inputs
in two directions - in the forward pass, from past inputs to
future inputs, and in the backward pass, from future inputs
to past inputs. The combination of hidden states from the
forwarding pass and backward pass preserves the informa-
tion from both past inputs and future inputs through two
different hidden layers. The output from these hidden layers
is passed to the single identical output layer. This allows
the bidirectional LSTMs to preserve the context and data
patterns better from both past and future inputs without delay.
It has been proven that bi-directional LSTMs perform better
predictions and classifications than uni-directional LSTMs
in diverse fields such as speech recognition [35]. However,
the advantages of bi-directional LSTMs have not been much
explored in the field of energy consumption forecasting in
smart grids.

The architecture of the unfolded bi-directional LSTM
model, comprising of forwarding LSTM units and backward
LSTM units, is depicted in Figure 2. The forward pass output
(Eh) is successfully determined using inputs in the positive
sequence of time from T−k to T−1. Whereas the backward
pass output (

←

h) is successfully determined using inputs in the
negative sequence of time from T + k to T + 1. There are
no hidden-to-hidden layer connections between the forward
LSTM units and the backward LSTM units. The calculations
of outputs of the forward pass and backward pass utilize the
traditional LSTM functions, i.e. equations (1) to (6). The final
output vector of the bi-directional LSTM layer is represented

as ZT = [zT−k , zT−k+1, . . . ., zT−1]. Each element in the final
output vector is given by the following:

zt = σ (Eht ,
←

h t ) (7)

where σ represents a function used to integrate the outputs
from forwarding pass and backward pass. The σ function can
be a summation, averaging, concatenating, or multiplication
function. And the forward pass output (Eh) and backward pass
output (

←

h) are given as follows.

Eh = H
(
WyEhyt +WEhEhEht+1 + bEh

)
(8)

←

h = H
(
W
y
←

h
yt +W←

h
←

h

←

h t+1 + b←
h

)
(9)

where H represents the hidden layer function, yt represents
the input sequence.

IV. PROPOSED HYBRID METHODOLOGY
In this section, the proposed methodology that performs high
accuracy predictions of energy consumption at the household
level is presented.

A. DATA ACQUISITION
1) UCI APPLIANCES ENERGY DATASET
To build and evaluate the proposed hybridmodel, a real-world
dataset of appliances energy consumption is used. The dataset
is available online and was collected in a smart building
fitted with different temperature and humidity sensors [36].
The different features in data used in the current analyses
with a proposed hybrid deep learning model are described
in Table 1. Apart from data on temperature and humidity in
different rooms, appliances energy use, light fixtures energy
use, weather data from the nearby weather station, outdoor
temperature, outdoor relative humidity, atmospheric pressure,
wind speed, visibility, and dewpoint temperature data are
available.

The data were collected for a period of five months ranging
from 11 January 2016 to 27 May 2016. The frequency of
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TABLE 1. Description of features in the UCI appliances energy dataset.

TABLE 2. Descriptive statistics of data features in UCI appliances energy dataset.

data was 10 minutes. For the forecasting, the next time step
temperature and humidity values are utilized in regression
models with an assumption that these values are obtainable.
Also, weather forecasting is exceptionally accurate in current
times. The descriptive statistics of data features are men-
tioned in Table 2. The standard deviation, mean, maximum,
and minimum values of different attributes are tabulated.
The table indicates that the appliances’ energy consumption
has a high standard deviation corroborating the fact that
the energy consumption at the household/appliances level is
highly volatile. Figure 3 depicts the data distribution of the
target feature that is appliance energy use. It can be observed
that the distribution has a long tail indicating the high variance
of data.

There is a strong correlation between the appliance energy
use and weather features such as outdoor relative humidity,
outdoor temperature, visibility, wind speed, etc. Also, these
weather features have irregular distribution. This is depicted
in the distribution plot of the various weather features, as
shown in Figure 4.

FIGURE 3. Distribution plot of appliance energy use.

2) UCI HOUSEHOLD ENERGY DATASET
An individual household electric energy consumption dataset
is utilized to evaluate the performance of the proposed
model. The dataset is available in the dataset archive
of the University of California, Irvine (UCI) Machine
Learning repository [37]. The data contain 2075259 records
for 9 attributes. Themeasurements are collected over a period
of 4 years with a frequency of one minute from December
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TABLE 3. Data Attributes in UCI household energy dataset.

TABLE 4. Descriptive statistics of data features in UCI household energy dataset.

FIGURE 4. Distribution plot of features with irregular distribution.

2006 to November 2010. The different attributes in the energy
consumption data are described in Table 3. Electrical quanti-
ties such as minute-average voltage values, minute-average
current values, active power, reactive power, sub-metering
values are available. There are missing values for 1.25%
of the measurement records. Imputation methods have been
utilized to deal with the missing values [38]. The descriptive
statistics of data features are mentioned in Table 4. The
standard deviation, mean, maximum, and minimum values of
different attributes are tabulated.

The collected data were scaled using a minimum-
maximum scaler, as per Equation 10 [39], before passing

the data to the deep learning model. The range of the
scaled values was set to [0, 1] inclusive of both the extreme
values.

x̂ jm =
x jm − xm,min
xm,max−xm,min

(10)

where x̂ jm and x jm correspond to the scaled value and actual
value for feature ‘m’ at time step ‘j’, respectively. And, xm,max
and xm,min correspond to the maximum and minimum of
actual value for feature ‘m’ respectively.

The data in case study 1 has 19,736 records and data from
case study 2 has 2075259 records. We have selected case
study 2with a larger dataset to prove the scalability of the pro-
posed model and that the proposed model is computationally
competent to the commonly employed deep learning hybrid
models. Furthermore, additional features that represent the
past values of energy consumption/power were added to the
dataset for modeling. These past values are referred to as lag
values.

In this work, the short-term energy forecasting problem is
formulated (with a frequency of 1 to 10 minutes) as follows.
Consider that the recorded energy consumption or power
values are given by the time series E up to time steps ‘j’. E is
represented as:

E = e1, e2, e3, . . . .., et , . . . . . . , ej, 1 ≤ t ≤ j (11)
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FIGURE 5. The framework of proposed hybrid stacked model.

where et represents the tth energy consumption for time step t .
Each time step is of ‘k’ minutes duration (k = 10 in case
study 1 and k = 1 in case study 2) with the maximum value
of time steps equal to j. The energy consumption problem is
to forecast energy consumption value for the next time step
t + 1 using the previous ‘l’ time step energy consumption
values and different indoor and outdoor environment features
using the machine learning model ‘f’ which is represented as:

et+1 = f
(
e1+t−l, e2+t−l, e3+t−l, . . . .., et ,M t+1

)
(12)

where M t+1 represents the values of the set of features (that
represent the indoor and outdoor environment variables) at
time step t + 1.

The number of lag features was set to 21 in case study 1 and
set to 65 in case study 2 after the optimization of the param-
eter. The optimization is performed using the grid search
algorithm, and the metric used for optimization is the root
mean square error of predictions.

B. PROPOSED MODEL ARCHITECTURE
The framework of the proposed hybrid stacked bi-directional
uni-directional LSTM with fully connected dense layers
(HSBUFC) model is illustrated in Figure 5. HSBUFC model
consists of three types of layers: 1) Bidirectional LSTM
layer, 2) Stacked Uni-directional LSTM layers, and 3) Fully
connected layers/dense layers. As discussed in the earlier
section, bi-directional LSTMs make use of both forward and
backward dependencies. The temporal long-term dependen-
cies of the energy consumption values are extracted during
the feature learning process in two directions by the initial
layer of bi-directional LSTM. Next, LSTM layers, which are
efficient in the forward dependencies, are employed in the
top layers, which receive the outputs from the lower layer
after learning from the extracted comprehensive and complex

features. In neural network architectures, one of the most
powerful ways of regularization and avoiding overfitting is
the mechanism of dropout [40]. Dropout refers to eliminat-
ing a percentage of neuron units i.e. removing the ingoing
and outgoing connections from the neuron units resulting
in a diminished network. Dropout layers are adopted by the
hybrid model within the stack of uni-directional LSTM layers
to prevent overfitting. Also, the use of early stopping yields
better model generalization by aiding avoidance of overfit-
ting. Finally, the fully connected dense layers are employed to
learn the representations extracted till the previous layer and
the final dense layer makes predictions of energy consump-
tion for successive future time steps. The effectiveness of
the bi-directional LSTM layer and stacking of uni-directional
LSTM layers is that the amalgam model can learn long-term
dependencies and model implicit representation concealed in
the sequential data. In energy consumption or load forecast-
ing application, the historical consumption data are available
at once. On that account, there is no rationale not to exploit
future and history dependencies together at any time point
while training machine learning models.
Different parameters, model parameters, and hyperparam-

eters such as activation function in the hidden layer, batch
size, dropout, learning rate, network weight initialization,
number of neurons in the hidden layer, number of layers in
stacking, optimization algorithm, training epochs, etc. are
optimized. Mean absolute error is used as a loss function
and Adam solver is utilized as a gradient descent optimiza-
tion algorithm. Adam solver was selected after investigat-
ing it against Adadelta, Adagrad, Adamax, RMSProp, and
stochastic gradient descent (SGD). Randomized search cross-
validation is exploited to perform a search for optimum
parameter values from a defined dictionary of parameters and
the possible range of values. Batch size is referred to the
number of training points that are utilized in one iteration
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TABLE 5. Parameter settings for deep learning layers in the proposed
model.

of training. Recurrent networks such as CNN, LSTM, etc.
are very sensitive to the batch size and hence, crucial to
be optimized in our case. Furthermore, there are merits and
demerits in adopting the low value to batch size. Low batch
size value requires less memory and classically the networks
train faster with mini-batches. Nevertheless, the smaller the
batch size gets, the lesser accurate the gradient estimate
will be. To optimize the number of epochs, the training was
performed initially by maintaining a large number for the
maximum number of epochs and early stopping with the
patience of 10 epochs. This method yielded a model that does
not overfit and provided an approximate range for the number
of epochs to start with. A few of the optimized parameter
settings that are obtained after randomized search cross-
validation (CV) strategy for the stacked deep learning layers
of the proposed model are mentioned in Table 5.

V. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS
In this section, several experiments were performed with a
goal to obtain high accuracy energy forecasting in smart
buildings using the proposed HSBUFC model and to com-
pare the performance of the proposed model with that
of other baseline models and widely employed hybrid
deep learning models. The baseline models include linear
regression, ELM, neural networks, uni-directional LSTM,
stacked LSTM models, and bi-directional LSTM model.
The commonly deployed hybrid models include LSTM
encoder-decoder model, CNN-LSTM, ConvLSTM, and other
ensemble models.

The experimental results have been obtained after the
execution on a supercomputer with the specifications of
Nodes: 1, Cores: 8, Intel Central Processing Unit (CPU)
with clock rate: 2.4 GHz, Random Access Memory (RAM):
256 GB, Network speed: 40-100 Gpbs, and programming
environment: python. 80% of the data was used for training,
and 20% of the data was used as a testing dataset. The train
and test datasets were generated using a resampling proce-
dure of k-fold cross-validation. The value of k was chosen to
be 5 as it has been empirically proven in the literature to yield
better model generalization and to avoid high model bias
and variance [41]. To consider the temporal dependencies

FIGURE 6. Case study 1 actual v/s predicted values for appliances energy
use.

FIGURE 7. Case study 2 actual v/s predicted values for global active
power.

of energy consumption on the DateTime feature, lag val-
ues of energy consumption are added as additional features
to the dataset before k-fold cross-validation is performed.
Model settings are created using the deep learning package
of Keras (2.4.3) and the open-source software library Tensor-
Flow (2.2.0) is employed as a backend. The proposed model
architecture is built using the Keras Functional Application
Programming Interface (API).

The actual and predicted values using the proposed model
for appliances energy use on a random day in the testing
dataset are plotted in Figure 6. The independent axis in the
figure indicates the time of the day and the dependent axis
depicts the appliance energy consumption. It can be observed
from the figure that the predicted values follow closely with
the actual energy consumption values. This shows the high
accuracy and low error of the proposed hybrid deep learning
prediction model. Similarly, the real and predicted values
using the proposed forecasting model for global active power
on a subset of records from case study 2 are demonstrated
in Figure 7. The proposed model delivers substantially per-
fect accuracy performance at both spikes and troughs in the
illustration.
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TABLE 6. Proposed model performance.

FIGURE 8. Case study 1 MAPE for different number of LSTM layers in
stacking.

Further, the experiments were performed by increasing the
number of LSTM layers that are stacked on top of the bi-
directional LSTM layer. The MAPE results of such exper-
iments on case study 1 and case study 2 are illustrated in
Figures 8 and 9. The independent axes in the figures depict the
number of LSTM layers within the stacking of the proposed
model and the dependent axes depict the MAPE error value
in percentage. As shown in Figures 8 and 9, the error of
predictions decreases when the number of layers is increased
from 1 to 2. Whereas, when the number of LSTM layers
in the proposed HSBUFC model is increased beyond 2, the
complexity of the model extends beyond the point where the
model overfits. Therefore, the error of predictions increases.
The same set of experiments were performed using the epoch
value of 100, and the trend of a drop of prediction error for 2
LSTM layers in the stacking is corroborated in both cases.

The performance results of different machine learn-
ing and deep learning models are depicted in Table 6.

FIGURE 9. Case study 2 MAPE for different number of LSTM layers in
stacking.

The performance metrics used for comparison are Root Mean
Square Error (RMSE), MAPE, Mean Absolute Error (MAE),
and R2 score/coefficient of determination. These widely
employed metrics are given by the following parametric
Equations (13) to (16) [22].

RMSE =

√√√√1
n
∗

n∑
j=1

(
Aj − Pj

)2 (13)

MAPE =
100
n
∗

∑n

j=1

∣∣∣∣Aj − PjAj

∣∣∣∣ (14)

MAE =

∑n
j=1

∣∣Aj − Pj
∣∣

n
(15)

R2 − Score = 1−

∑n
j=1

(
Aj − Pj

)2∑n
j=1

(
Aj −mean (A)

)2 (16)
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TABLE 7. Proposed model time performance on UCI appliances energy dataset.

Here,Aj corresponds to actual energy consumption value at
time step j, Pj corresponds to predicted energy consumption
value at time step j, and n is the total number of time steps.
The performance metrics MAPE and R2-score provide scale-
independent measures. Hence, the short-term energy fore-
casting performance can be evaluated by comparing MAPE
values or R2-score.
As shown in Table 6, in case study 1, linear regression

attained an RMSE of 137.274 Wh and MAPE of 70.30%,
while ELMachieved 90.109WhRMSE and 65.875%MAPE,
and Neural Networks with 3 hidden layers attained 86.263
Wh RMSE and 57.931%MAPE. The improvement in model
accuracy was observed after the inclusion of lag values of
appliance energy use, data preprocessing and optimization
of the number of lag features to be included. With prepro-
cessing, LSTM attained 17.543 RMSE and 7.801% MAPE
while Stacked LSTM (2 layers) achieved 15.968 RMSE
and 5.828% MAPE and stacked LSTM (3 layers) attained
20.83 Wh RMSE and 12.28% MAPE. Results of LSTM
models with different stacking depths showed that increasing
the complexity does not necessarily enhance the model’s
accuracy. Our proposed model has an RMSE of 5.443 Wh
and MAPE of 2.00% for appliances energy use prediction,
while the single-layer bi-directional LSTM model, after pre-
processing, has the RMSE value of 12.71 Wh and MAPE
of 3.1797%. The better performance of the proposed model
against the different invariants of unidirectional LSTM layers
indicates that the prediction of current values benefits from
the information in the forward and backward pass (effect
of bidirectionality) existent in bi-directional LSTMs. Also,
the proposed model has been evaluated in comparison to the
most widely used hybrid models such as the LSTM Encoder-
Decoder model, CNN-LSTM hybrid, and ConvLSTM model

with superior results for our proposed hybrid model. And, we
have included the proposed Averaging Regression Ensemble
Model (AREM) ensemble model from our previous work in
performance evaluation.

In case study 2, linear regression attained an RMSE
of 70.66 W and MAPE of 9.661%, while ELM achieved
51.48 W RMSE and 7.647% MAPE and Neural Networks
with 3 hidden layers attained 51.02 W RMSE and 6.906%
MAPE. Our proposed model attained 29.21WRMSE and the
lowest MAPE of 3.7% whilst the LSTM layer based model
achieved 50.21 W RMSE and MAPE of 5.099%. The better
performance of the proposed model in both the case studies
indicates that the forecasting model benefits from the two-
direction information and training present in bi-directional
LSTMs. The best results in case studies 1 and 2 are high-
lighted in Table 6, and the best performing values correspond
to the proposed hybrid model involving bi-directional LSTM,
multiple layers of LSTM, and fully connected layers.

Table 7 presents the time cost of different training models
developed for the energy use and global active power pre-
dictions task in case study 1 and case study 2 respectively.
The time cost is provided for fitting/training times, and testing
times. The simple single-layered models of LSTM and Bidi-
rectional LSTM have low fit times among all the models. It is
evident from Table 7 that the fitting time is directly dependent
on the number of layers in a model. The proposed model
consisting of two layers of LSTM, one layer of bi-directional
LSTM, and two layers of fully connected networks have a
fit time of 36.4 secs in case study 1 and 423.8 secs which
are highly competent to the other models in the table. As
a tradeoff between the accuracy and fitting time, it can be
concluded that the proposed model is the best model out of
the tested models for the application requirements.
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TABLE 8. Results of multi-step week-ahead daily forecasting.

Short-term energy forecasting ranges to a maximum of two
weeks. Hence, to demonstrate the accuracy of the proposed
model for multi-step ahead short-term energy forecasting, we
have performed a week-ahead average daily energy forecast-
ing for subsequent weeks. The testing errors for the week-
ahead daily energy forecasting are provided in Table 8. The
same widely used hybrid models, ensemble AREM model,
and different invariants of LSTM have been investigated for
multi-step forecasting on datasets from case study 1 and case
study 2. The performance comparison is presented in Table 8.
As shown in Table 8. the proposed model provides the least
error and the highest accuracy even in the case of multi-
step ahead forecasting. In case study 1, the average daily
MAPE is improved by 4.032% utilizing the proposed hybrid
deep learning model when compared to the LSTM-based
model. In case study 2, the average daily MAPE for the
LSTM-based model is 27.2% and the least error is for the
proposed hybrid deep learning model with an average MAPE
value of 20.828%.

VI. CONCLUSION
Improving the accuracy of energy consumption forecasting
at the level of buildings will hugely impact the generation
and scheduling of energy resources and efficient utilization
of renewable energy resources. This paper proposed a novel
hybrid deep learning model that amplifies the merits of uni-
directional LSTMs, bidirectional LSTMs, and stacking of
RNNs on energy consumption forecasting accuracy. Bidirec-
tional LSTMs are used to recognize the underlying energy
consumption patterns in both directions and forecast energy
consumption values with high accuracy. The obtained accu-
racy is irrespective of the high uncertainty and stochasticity

of individual household load demand. Superior accuracy
performance was demonstrated using two real energy con-
sumption datasets in individual residential smart buildings.
Dropout regularization and early stopping were employed
to prevent overfitting in the proposed hybrid deep learn-
ing model. The proposed model has been evaluated against
the widely employed hybrid models including CNN-LSTM,
ConvLSTM, LSTM encoder-decoder model, other invariants
of stacked LSTMmodels, and our proposed ensemble AREM
model from previous work. The superior performance of our
proposed model in both case studies and in multi-step fore-
casting corroborates the merits of employing bidirectional
training. The proposed model is not limited to short-term
energy forecasting. The work can be extended to medium-
level forecasting and long-term forecasting of energy con-
sumption. Future work will focus on including additional
contributing factors such as household occupancy data. The
scalability of the proposed model will be evaluated on big
data. In the future, we will explore to speed up the model
training time to facilitate real-time big data analytics for
energy forecasting applications. Future research calls for
parallelization of bidirectional LSTMs to achieve distributed
computing and training of energy forecasting models.
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