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ABSTRACT With the integration and development of sensor technology and control technology, the con-
struction of smart grid is in the ascendant. But existing technology is still insufficient in the field of equipment
monitoring. Therefore, it is difficult to accurately determine if SF6 breaker or other equipment have faults
in its operational mechanisms which can cause false action and thus impact the safety of power grids. In this
paper, the IBAS (Improved Beetle Antennae Search) algorithm and the BP neural network are combined and
used in the monitoring system for the first time. To improve the beetle search algorithm, a single beetle is
improved into a population in the iterative process of algorithm. The measured opening (closing) current data
is used to verify the accuracy of different algorithms. The results show that compared with PSO-BP (particle
swarm optimization, PSO) model, GA-BP (genetic algorithm, GA) model and BAS-BPmodel, the IBAS-BP
model not only effectively avoids the possibility of local minimums but also has higher prediction accuracy
and better robustness. The number of iterations in the IBAS-BP algorithm is only 38, and the average error
is only 0.1%. According to this, it is possible to make real-time diagnosis of faulty states in SF6 breaker
including iron core jams, low operating voltages, poor contact of auxiliary switches, jammed operating
mechanisms, and barometer failures in SF6. At the same time, the IBAS-BP algorithm can be applied to
wind turbine power prediction and other occasions since model regression determination coefficient R2 of
the training set is up to 0.9753 and the relative average error is only 0.25%. The results prove that the
IBAS-BP algorithm has obvious advantages and fairly good universality. It can be further promoted and
applied to power systems to provide reference for optimizing the online monitoring of power equipment.

INDEX TERMS Smart grid, intelligent monitoring, SF6 breaker, risk prediction, fault diagnosis, wind power,
IBAS-BP algorithm.

I. INTRODUCTION
The introduction of a large number of renewable energy
sources makes the construction of Smart grid face two major
challenges [1], [2]. On the one hand, it is more difficult
for signal acquisition, transmission [3], and processing [4];
on the other hand, the connection and protection between
devices [5] has also become more difficult in power sys-
tems [6]. In order to effectively solve the above problems,
it is necessary to implement online monitoring of the status
of power devices [7], [8]. There are two major problems in
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the monitoring system [9]. On the one hand, smart sensors
are only applied to the interface between technologies and the
market [10]. The lack of universal algorithms makes the per-
formance of power equipment monitoring in fault diagnoses
unsatisfactory [11], [12]. For distributed power equipment
such as wind turbines and circuit breakers, we need to diag-
nose the internal changes of the entire equipment [13] and
predict possible damages [14]. Based on the above dilemma,
Gao et al. [15] have proposed that the improved LMD and
HMM be used for multi-scale fault diagnoses of equipment,
and, the finite difference iterative forecasting model proposed
by Liu et al. [16] has also been verified in power load fore-
casting and life prediction of wind turbine gearboxes [17].
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In addition to these algorithms, the development of other
search algorithms has also become more and more popular
in recent years [18].

Algorithms can expand the functions of smart meters in
the energy market. The application of the PSO (BP-particle
swarm optimization, PSO) algorithm for partial discharge
diagnoses of transformers, motor optimization designs
and transfer [19], [20] has verified the high efficiency
and precision of decision-making. Song et al. [21] used
quantum-behaved particle swarm optimization to accurately
predict the load of the power system, and, the delay problem
of the sensor can also be effectively solved [22]. But the
(particle swarm optimization, PSO) PSO algorithm has the
problem of slow iteration speed and long processing [23].
The GA (genetic algorithm, GA) algorithm also has excellent
performance in wind power prediction [24] and permanent
magnet motor speed control [25]. Li et al. [26] have used the
genetic algorithm for fault diagnosis in rolling bearing, and,
Ousama Osman et al. have also used the GA in Soft Fault
Identification in Wired Networks application [27]. But the
GA is complicated and difficult to promote [28]. The BAS
(beetle antennae search, BAS) algorithm performs well in the
classification and diagnoses of numerical prediction in recent
years [29]. Wu et al. [30] and Cheng et al. [31] had applied
the BAS algorithm for the path planning of mobile robots,but,
due to the initial value of beetle [32], the algorithm is easy to
fall into the local optimum [33]. Jiang et al. [34] proposed to
improve this disadvantage through different search strategies,
but it cannot completely solve the problem.

This research tries to improve the traditional searchmethod
of BAS by firstly proposing the IBAS (improved beetle
antennae search, IBAS) algorithm. The individuals in the
original BAS algorithm is changed into a population to reduce
errors caused by the randomness of the initial positions in the
original BAS algorithm. By combining it with the BP neural
network, the generalized IBAS-BP intelligent algorithm is
thus obtained. It is used in SF6 circuit breaker fault diagnoses
and wind turbine power predictions. Applying this IBAS-BP
algorithm can promote the integration of energy flow and
information flow in smart grids.

II. IBAS-BP ALGORITHM
A. IBAS SEARCH ALGORITHM
In the monitoring of traditional power equipment, BP
network can be optimized by search algorithms. BAS can
effectively classify and diagnose the fault status of power
equipment via the improved BP network algorithm [20], [21].
The BAS algorithm can realize prediction and classification
when the function gradient information is unknown. How-
ever, due to the randomness of the initial positions and direc-
tions of the beetle, it is easy to cause the BAS algorithm to
fall into a local optimum, leading to misjudgments of results.

In order to further improve the accuracy of BAS algorithm
optimization, the individual beetles in the original algorithm
should be optimized into a population, and then optimize BP

neural networks to improve the prediction accuracy of BP
neural networks. Using the massive data collected by sensors
as the input variables of BP networks, the IBAS algorithm
can shorten the iteration process and time. The states of most
power equipment including circuit breakers, transformers,
and switches can be accurately determined and evaluated.

The specific steps are as follows:
1)Construct a k-dimensional random vector to express the

orientation of each beetle’s whiskers and normalize it: b =
rand(k, 1)
||rand(k, 1)||

k = M∗N + N ∗L + N + 1
(1)

In this formula, rand () is a random function. In the BP
shallow network model, the number of input layer neurons is
M , which is the data collected by the sensor. The number of
output layers is L, which is the result we need. The number of
hidden layer neurons is N , and the model search dimension
is: k = M ∗ N + N ∗ L + N + 1. The numbers of network
input layers and output layers can be determined according to
the required feature quantity. By verifying the fitness of the
BP neural network of different hidden layers, the numbers
of hidden layer neurons can be selected. The numbers of
iterations can be based on specific status judgments that
generally do not exceed 100.

2)Space coordinates of left and right of a single longicorn:{
xir = x t + d it · condition
xil = x t − d it · condition

(2)

The original BAS algorithm is improved as the IBAS algo-
rithm has changed one single beetle into a beetle population.
xir indicates that the right whisker space position of the i-th
beetle after the t-th iteration, and xil indicates the left whisker
space position of thei-th beetle after the t-th iteration. d it is
the distance between the left whisker and right whisker of this
beetle, x t represents the centroid coordinates of the location
of beetle i-th. The comparison of the intensity of the two
beetles can determine the direction of the beetle, shorten the
iterative speed of the algorithm, and reduce monitoring time.
The condition in this article is set as b.
3) Determine the intensity of left and right whiskers
Use the fitness function to determine the odor intensity

of the left and right whiskers, and, the locations of the left
and right longhorn whiskers can be updated by the equations
below.

x it+1 = x it − δit∗b∗sing[f (xir )− f (xil)]

fitness =
1
N

N∑
j=1

(tsim(j) − yj)2
(3)

In this formula, δit represents the step factor corresponding
to the i-th longhorn at the t-th iteration and sing () is the sign
determination function. In the fitness function, yj represents
the output value of the j-th sample, and tsim(j) represents the
actual value of the j-th sample. By verifying the fitness of
different hidden layer BP neural networks, the accuracy and
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precision of power equipment condition monitoring can be
guaranteed. Let the number of beetles in the population be
S and the position vector of each beetle be composed of the
weight and threshold of the BP network. The dimension of
the individual position vector is D. It can be obtained that the
longicorn population can be represented by an S×D matrix.

P(S,D) =

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣
ω1
1, ω1

2 · · ·ω
1
i , b11, b12 · · · b

1
i

ω2
1, ω2

2 · · ·ω
2
i , b21, b22 · · · b

2
i

ω
j
1, ω

j
2 · · ·ω

j
i, bj1, bj2 · · · b

j
i

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣ (4)

4) Determine the step size factor
Step size factor is used to control the search range of a

single beetle. In order to prevent search area from being too
small and local minimum values appearing, a larger initial
step size can be set. To ensure the refinement of the search,
this paper uses linearly decreasing weights to set step sizes.{

δit+1 = δit∗ηn t = (0, 1, 2, · · · , n)
ηn = η1 + 0.01(n− 1), η ∈ [0, 1]

(5)

η in the formula is the step size attenuation coefficient
and the number should be taken from [0,1]. Up to now,
the step factor value setting has not been guided by a complete
theoretical system. After subsequent parameter adjustment
and simulation verification, we find that when factor η is
0.95 and the initial step size is η = 4, the iteration speed is
the fastest. In the BAS algorithm, the step size can be adjusted
to ensure that the BAS algorithm has the highest asymptotic
convergence probability. According to this, the optimization
effect of the BAS algorithm is related to the parameters
settings of δ and η in equation (5).
It can be seen from Figure 1(a)(b) that under the same

initial step size δ, the number of iterations will decrease as
the attenuation factor increases. When η takes a value less
than 0.95, it will cause the algorithm to fall into the local
maximumExcellent, more than 0.95 will increase the number
of iterations. Therefore, from a comprehensive point of view,
the convergence effect is best when 0.95 is taken. It can be
seen from Figure 1(b) that the larger the initial step size δ,
the greater the number of iterations. When δ is less than
4, the algorithm will fall into a local minimum. Therefore,
when attenuation factor η takes the values of 0.95, the initial
when the step size is 4, the IBAS-BP algorithm has the best
convergence. The IBAS-BP neural network with optimized
parameters can be used for training and fault diagnoses.

B. OPTIMAL SOLUTION GENERATION
Initialize the location of each beetle in the beetle herd. The
initial position of each beetle should be a random number
between −0.5 and 0.5. and be saved in the best A set.
At the same time, the global best adaptation values of all the
longhorns at this time are recorded in the best fitness A set
according to fitness functions. After that, the location of each
beetle is iteratively updated according to equation (3). After
each update is completed, the left and right positions must be

FIGURE 1. Fitness curves for different attenuation factors.

iterated according to equation (4) to obtain the corresponding
fitness function values. Then, the bestA set and best fitness
A set are updated in time. Finally, by comparing the global
best fit values of the entire beetle population in the two sets,
the best initial position of the whole beetle population best B
and the best fitness value of the population best fitness B are
obtained, which is the optimal solution.

Repeat the above process continuously until the fitness
function value reaches the set range (this article takes 0.001)
or iterates to the maximum number of times (It is set to 100 in
this article), the solution set in best B at this time can be
regarded as the best solution obtained by training. That is the
optimal initial weight and threshold of the BP neural network.
After that, secondary training and learning is carried out. The
specific flowchart is shown in Figure 2.

III. IBAS-BP ALGORITHM OPTIMIZES EQUIPMENT
MONITORING
By applying the IBAS-BP algorithm to power grid equip-
ment, data from existing sensors and smart meters can be used
to extract features required by the algorithm to achieve fault
diagnoses. Information exchange and transmission between
equipment ports and monitoring ports can be realized. The
digital drama in the smart meters is used to make decisions
in collaboration with the IBAS-BP algorithm and fault diag-
noses can be realized. The diagram of the online equipment
monitoring system is shown in Figure 3. Verification shows
that the IBAS-BP algorithm has shorter iteration time and
faster iteration speeds, which can effectively reflect the inter-
nal trend changes of components in the entire power grid.
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FIGURE 2. BP neural network prediction flowchart based on IBAS
algorithm.

FIGURE 3. Intelligent grid monitoring system optimized by IBAS-BP
algorithm.

This paper selects two applications of SF6 circuit breakers
and wind turbine motor temperature predictions to demon-
strate the monitoring and optimizing of equipment by the
IBAS algorithm.

A. SF6 CIRCUIT BREAKER FAULT DIAGNOSIS
SF6 circuit breakers play an important role in the safe and
stable operation of the power grid. Routine inspections cannot
realize the real-time monitoring of SF6 circuit breaker sta-
tuses as well as the IBAS-BP algorithm and the data collected
by the current sensor when SF6 circuit breakers are switched
on. The eight characteristic parameters t1 ∼ t5, I1 ∼ I3 are
used as the 8 input parameters of the BP neural network input

FIGURE 4. Normal current wave form of the opening (closing) coil.

layer. The extracted current characteristics of SF6 circuit
breaker are shown in Figure 4.

The 3AP1FG (110kV) SF6 high voltage circuit breaker
is used for testing, and the normal and simulated fault state
operations are collected under no-load conditions. 200 groups
of opening (closing) current sensor data are recorded with
30 groups for each fault type. Eliminated are 17 groups
of bad data sets caused by weather conditions and human
operations, 3 out of 17 poor data sets and 3 redundant data
sets. Then, 25 groups from each fault type are selected as
training samples, and the other 5 groups of data are used to
test the characteristics of the network. Table 1 records part of
the data.

In the above data: ZC in the fault type column is normal;
HKS means that the iron core is stuck; GD means that the
operating voltage is too low; FK means that the auxiliary
switch has poor contact; CKSmeans that the operating mech-
anism is stuck; BF means SF6 the barometer is malfunction-
ing; 0 means that this fault has not occurred, and, 1 means
that this fault has occurred. The output values of the algo-
rithm are expressed by codes and are in the range of 0∼1.
The larger the values, the greater the probability of failures.
High-voltage circuit breaker fault types and their codes are
shown in Table 1.

IBAS-BP fault diagnosis results are recorded in Table 2 and
the six common SF6 circuit breaker faults are recorded in
binary system byBCD codes. The intelligent algorithm repre-
sented by the IBAS-BP algorithm can effectively diagnose the
fault types of SF6 circuit breakers, which proves the possibil-
ity of applying the algorithm in realizing fault classification
and online monitoring.

B. WIND TURBINE POWER PREDICTION
The working places of wind turbines often have abnormal
weather conditions such as turbulence and storms, which
breaks the safe working limits of wind turbines and can cause
damage. Therefore, wind turbines will use sensors to detect
the health of wind turbine components. However, it is difficult
for sensors to cover all parts of the fans, and, toomany sensors
will increase maintenance burdens. Besides, sensors can only
monitor the results of failures, and cannot actively adjust
and prevent damage when encountering special weather
conditions.
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TABLE 1. Types and codes of mechanical faults in SF6 breaker.

TABLE 2. Simulation results of the IBAS-BP algorithm.

FIGURE 5. Fitting results of training based on the IBAS-BP neural network.

Based on the above problems, a variety of sensor data col-
lected for experiments are chosen in this paper as 1,200 sets of
data are recorded from experimental training sets and 150 sets
of data are recorded on test sets to test the actual predic-
tion effects of the algorithm. All that is needed is to select
wind speeds, generator speeds, wind directions, blade angles,
ambient temperatures, engine room temperatures, gear box
oil temperatures, hydraulic oil temperatures, U1 winding
temperatures, gear box shaft 1 temperatures, gear box shaft
2 temperatures and motor bearings A and B temperatures
(13 items in all) as the input of the BP neural network. The
power of thewind turbine is used as the output for predictions.

It can be seen from Figure 5 that the IBAS-BP algorithm
can accurately estimate wind turbine power, which can help
us improve our control strategies andmaximize the utilization
of generators under extreme weather conditions. Through
predicting stator and rotor temperatures, the pitches and yaws
can be changed in time to avoid possible damage. By means
of further reducing power losses of wind turbines, power
generation efficiency and our monitoring efficiency can both
be further improved.

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A. EVALUATION OF MONITORING STANDARDS
The online monitoring of power equipment requires
real-time and high efficiency, which places extremely high

requirements on the algorithm. For this, we select the number
of iterations, average errors (AEs) and average fitness value
for evaluation. Among them, the smaller the number of
iterations, the shorter the training time of the algorithm and
the faster the calculation speed; the smaller the average error
value, the higher the prediction accuracy of the model. The
average error has beenwidely used tomeasure the accuracy of
the evaluation algorithmmodel.WhenAE≥ 0.01, it indicates
that the prediction and diagnosis ability of the algorithm is
poor.

Timely feedback on the health statuses of equipment
requires our algorithm to predict with high enough accuracy,
select relative errors and coefficients of determination as the
evaluation criteria. Among them, the relative error coefficient
can be expressed as follows:

Ei =

∣∣y′i − yi∣∣
yi

(i = 1, 2, · · · , n) (6)

In formula (5), y′i is the output value predicted by the
IBAS-BP model when the i-th sample is used, and yi repre-
sents the real data value of the i-th sample, and n is the number
of samples. The smaller the relative error coefficient, the bet-
ter the sample fitting effect. The coefficient of determination
R2 can be expressed as equation (6):

R2 =

(n
n∑
i=1

y′iyi −
n∑
i=1

y′i
n∑
i=1

yi)2

[n
n∑
i=1

y
′2
i − (

n∑
i=1

y′i)
2][n

n∑
i=1

y2i − (
n∑
i=1

yi)2]
(7)

In order to measure the superiority of the IBAS-BP
algorithm to establish an intelligent monitoringmethod, algo-
rithms PSO-BP, BAS-BP and GA-BP are chosen for compar-
isons (referred to as the IBAS model, the BAS model, the GA
model and the PSO model).

The curves of the optimal fitness values of the four algo-
rithms with iteration are shown in Figure 6(a). Figure 6(b)
shows the prediction results of the stator and rotor tempera-
tures under the PSO model. Figure 6 (c) shows the prediction
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TABLE 3. Algorithm comparison.

FIGURE 6. (a) Four algorithm fitness curves, (b) Fitting results of testing based on the PSO-BP model, (c) Fitting results of testing based on the
GA-BP model (d) Fitting results of testing based on the BAS-BP model.

results of the GA model. Figure 6 (d) shows the prediction
results under the BAS model.

Table 3 shows that in the fault diagnosis of the SF6 circuit
breaker, the average error (AE) of the IBAS algorithm is
only 0.1%, which reflects good robustness. It is better than
the average error of the GA-BP algorithm by 0.71% and the
average error of the PSO-BP algorithm by 0.72%. However,
the BAS-BP algorithm will fall into a local minimum during
the iteration process, and the average error is relatively large,
which is 1.08%. This proves that the IBAS-BP algorithm
has excellent accuracy and response speeds in the field of
fault diagnoses. In the power prediction experiment, the IBAS
model performs the best in the test set, and the modeling
regression determination coefficients R2 of the training set
and testing set are as high as 0.9855 and 0.9753 respectively,
which proves better adaptability.

From Figure 5(a), the average number of iterations of the
IBAS-BP algorithm is 38, which is lower than 44 times of

the PSO model and 78 times of the GA model. Although
the iteration speed is faster, the time consumption of the
IBAS-BP model is 766.8ms, which exceeds that of the tradi-
tional GA-BP (339.3ms) and that of the of the PSO-BP algo-
rithm (275.2ms). The error of the IBAS-BP model is smaller
and the accuracy is higher. It can be seen from Figure 5(b) that
the predicted values of the PSO model is basically consistent
with the actual measured temperatures of the stator and rotor.
When the power is higher than 1000W, the model prediction
error is too large. In the test set, the relative error coefficient
of the PSO model is 0.49%, and R2 is 0.9502. The perfor-
mance is lower than the BAS model, which may be related
to the insufficient accuracy of the regression surface of the
input-output correlation. From Figure 5(c), the GA prediction
model has good convergence, but the overall fitting effect
is not good. The predicted values are concentrated between
870W and 1240W, which deviates from actual results. In the
test set, the relative error coefficient of the model is 0.37%,
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and R2 is 0.9475. In addition, the GA algorithm has complex
steps and numerous calculations.

It can be seen from Figure 5(d) that the predicted values
of the BAS-BP model are basically consistent with the actual
measured values, but, errors will occur in the range of water
content greater than 750W and less than 138W. The calcula-
tion shows that the relative error coefficient of the BAS-BP
model is 0.57%, and determination coefficient R2 is 0.9383,
which has good accuracy and adaptability, but, the experi-
mental effect depends heavily on the locations of the bee-
tles. Compared with Fig 4, the IBAS algorithm is almost
completely consistent with the measured data, the error is
smaller, and it is very close to the measured data. And in
the test set, the relative error coefficient is only 0.25%. Test
set determination coefficient R2 is 0.9753, which reflects
good adaptability and further demonstrates the accuracy of
the IBAS-BP algorithm and its robustness after parameter
optimization. Through comparisons, it can be known that the
IBAS model performs best among the four models.

B. MONITORING OPTIMIZATION
Through the training of a large amount of data collected by
sensors, the IBAS-BP algorithm can eliminate comprehen-
sive influencing factors under natural conditions. Compared
with traditional inspections, the IBAS-BP algorithm not only
has smaller training errors but also higher precision and
transferability with good nonlinear interpretation modeling
ability. With the support of this set of algorithms, power com-
ponents in the grids can effectively monitor the equipment.
But, in changeable environments, how to intelligently avoid
risks, build power systems that truly have network collabo-
ration intelligence and cluster evolution capabilities are also
problems that need our further exploration. Under extreme
weather conditions, how to further improve the accuracy of
equipment fault diagnoses and increase the diagnosis speeds
of equipment online monitoring is still a big challenge for
human beings.

V. CONCLUSION
1) This paper has improved the beetle search algorithm

(BAS algorithm) and put forward the notion or concept
of the IBAS-BP algorithm for the first time in the
academia. Through its application in different scenar-
ios, its universality and robustness of the algorithm is
proved.

2) The IBAS-BP algorithm has shown sufficient superior-
ity in the process of being compared with the PSO and
GA algorithms. In the SF6 fault diagnosis experiment,
the average error is only 0.1%, and the number of itera-
tions is the lowest, 38 times. Compared with traditional
algorithms, it takes a longer time of 766.8ms, but it
reflects higher accuracy. In the wind turbine power
prediction experiment, model regression determination
coefficient R2 can reach 0.9753 and the relative average
error is only 0.25%.

3) Sensors are used to realize data collection, signal trans-
mission and make decisions. The IBAS-BP algorithm
can realize information exchanges between power sys-
tems and consumers. This algorithm can effectively
promote the construction of smart grid.
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