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ABSTRACT Conventional dc-dc Boost converter has limited boost capacity, and its power device suffers
high voltage stress. A novel Z-source based dc-dc boost converter featured with high step-up capability
and low device voltage stress is proposed in this paper. The proposed topology can also provide a common
ground for input and output, which is lacking in the traditional Z-source topology. Compared with other
high step-up topologies, the proposed converter can achieve higher voltage gain under the same duty ratio
and maintain low voltage stresses on the switch and diode. Moreover, there are fewer passive components
in the proposed structure than in other structures. The steady-state analysis for the continuous conduction
mode and discontinuous conduction mode is also provided in this manuscript. Finally, a prototype circuit
with 40V-60V input voltage, 400V output voltage and 200W output power is implemented in the laboratory.
Experiment results confirm the analysis and the features of the proposed converter.

INDEX TERMS DC-DC converter, impedance network, high step-up, switched-capacitor.

I. INTRODUCTION
Step-up dc-dc converters have been used for many appli-
cations, such as photovoltaic (PV) generation systems, fuel
cells, electric vehicles and LED lighting systems [1]–[4]. In
some applications, a high voltage gain is often required. The-
oretically, the conventional dc-dc boost converter can provide
a high voltage conversion ratio under an extremely high duty
cycle. However, the power device suffers high voltage stress,
which will cause a serious reverse-recovery problem [5].
Moreover, the current ripple is increased under such a high
duty ratio, which will cause the saturation of the inductance.
As a result, conventional dc-dc boost converter is unlikely to
be used in applications where the voltage conversion ratio is
more than 5 times.

Transformer-isolated converters can provide a high volt-
age gain by adjusting the turn ratio of the transformer [6].
And they have higher reliability and safety than non-isolated
converters. However, the switches in this type of converters
may suffer extremely high voltage spikes due to leakage
inductance of the transformer. To resolve this problem, a
resistance-capacitance-diode (RCD) [7] cell is often required,
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which will cause extra loss and decrease efficiency. Another
solution is the active-clamped circuit [8], it can suppress the
voltage spike without increasing power loss. However, one
more power switch is required, the cost and control com-
plexity are also increased. Moreover, the transformer-isolated
converters are subject to the increasing manufacturing costs.

Nonisolated step-up dc-dc converters can be generalized
as the coupled-inductor based type [9] and noncoupled-
inductor based type [10]–[14]. The coupled-inductor convert-
ers can achieve high step-up voltage gain and minimize the
voltage stress on the power switch. However, compared to
other structures, the converter is relatively bulky. Also, the
problems mentioned in the isolated topologies also exist for
this type of converter. Various boost techniques without a
coupled-inductor have been proposed. The focus of the stud-
ies include super-lift [10], switched-inductor and switched-
capacitor [11], [12], cascade techniques [13], and impedance
network [14], [15].

By integrating multiple voltage-lift cells, the super-lift
technique can improve the voltage gain geometrically.
However, the voltage stress of the switch is increased as
voltage gain increases. Besides, the current spike for charg-
ing the capacitors is also increased, which will deterio-
rate the efficiency and limit its boost capacity in practice.
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Switched-inductor and active switched-inductor structures
can charge the inductors in parallel and then discharge them
in series to obtain a higher voltage gain. The proposed
structure is amenable to many other structures [16], [17].
Unfortunately, the input current has become discontinuous.
Besides, the voltage stresses on the semiconductors are also
increased. Considering the switched-capacitor structure, in
order to obtain a high voltage gain, the cascaded topology
with multiple switched-capacitor cells is often required [18],
so the number of capacitors and diodes is increased. A higher
voltage gain can also be obtained through the two cascaded
boost converters. But an additional power switch is required.
To reduce circuit complexity and cost, the two switches are
integrated into one in [19], named quadratic boost. But the
voltage stresses on the switch and output diode are still high.
And the current ripple of the inductors is not decreased
significantly.

Compared with other structures, Z-source converter and
quasi-Z-source converter can provide a high voltage gain with
fewer components. Also, the current ripple of the inductor is
reduced because of the lower operating duty ratio. Impedance
network based converters have the capability of overcoming
the limitations of conventional dc-dc converters. However,
the traditional Z-source dc-dc converter lacks a common
ground for input and output [20]. And the voltage stress of
the power device is relatively high. In this paper, A novel
Z-source based dc-dc boost converter featured with high step-
up capability and low device voltage stress is proposed. The
proposed topology can also provide a common ground for
input and output, which makes it more suitable for some
applications. The rest of this paper is constructed as follows.
The structure of the proposed converter and circuit operation
mode are present in Section II. Steady-state characteristics
are analyzed in Section III. The non-ideal element analy-
sis is given in Section IV. The extension of the proposed
topology is present in Section V. Then, a comprehensive
comparison between the proposed converter and other struc-
tures is shown in Section VI. Simulation and experimen-
tal results will be provided to examine the features of the
converter in Section VII. The last part is the conclusions
in Section VIII.

II. OPERATING MODE OF THE PROPOSED CONVERTER
The circuit topology of the proposed converter is shown
in Fig.1, which contains one Z-source network (L1-CZ1-
L2-CZ2), and one switched-capacitor cell (D1-S1-D2-S2-C1).
Switches S1 and S2 are controlled simultaneously by the same
drive signal. Additionally, the proposed converter comprises
an input diode Di, an output diode Do, and a capacitor Co.

The operating principles of continuous conduction mode
(CCM) and discontinuous conduction mode (DCM) are ana-
lyzed in this section. In the following analysis, the following
assumptions are assumed.

1) All the capacitors are large enough. Thus, the voltage of
the capacitors is considered as constant in one switch-
ing period.

FIGURE 1. Circuit topology of the proposed converter.

2) The power devices are ideal, and the parasitic elements
are neglected.

3) Considering the symmetries of the topologies, induc-
tors L1 and L2 possess the same level of inductance.

A. CCM OPERATION
There are two operating modes in CCM operation. Fig. 3(a)
shows some typical waveforms during CCM operation.
Mode 1 [t0-t1]: S1, S2 and Do are turned on, diodes Di, D1

andD2 are reverse biased byVo-Vi,VC1 andVC1, respectively.
The current flow path is shown in Fig. 2(a). L1is charged by
CZ1 and C1, L2 is charged by CZ2 and C1. Meanwhile, CZ1,
CZ2 and C1 are connected in series to charge the load R and
Co. According to KVL, equations (1) and (2) are obtained.{
vL1 = VC1 + VCZ1
vL2 = VC1 + VCZ2

(1)

Vo = VC1 + VCZ1 + VCZ2 (2)

Mode 2 [t1-t2]: The switches are turned off. Diodes Di,
D1 and D2 are turned on. Do is reverse biased by Vo-Vi. The
current flow path is shown in Fig. 2(b). CZ1 is charged by Vi
and L2, CZ2 is charged by Vi and L1. Also, C1 is charged by
Vi, L1 and L2. Output voltage is maintained by Co. According
to KVL, the following relationships are obtained{
vL1 = Vi − VCZ2
vL2 = Vi − VCZ1

(3)

VC1 = VCZ1 + VCZ2 − Vi (4)

B. DCM OPERATION
There are three operating modes in DCM operation. Fig. 3(b)
shows some typical waveforms during DCM operation.
Mode 1 [t0-t1]: The equivalent circuit is the same as that of

CCM operation. Equations (1) and (2) still apply at this stage.
Assuming that L1 = L2 = L, the variation of the inductor
current during this time interval can be calculated as

1iL1 =
(VCZ1 + VC1)

L
DTS

1iL2 =
(VCZ2 + VC1)

L
DTS

(5)

Mode 2 [t1-t2]: The current flow path is the same as that of
CCM operation. Equations (3) and (4) still apply at this stage.
Mode 2 ends when the inductor current is decreased to zero
at t2.
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FIGURE 2. Current flow path of the proposed converter within each mode. (a) Mode 1 in CCM and DCM. (b) Mode 2 in CCM and DCM. (c) Mode 3 in DCM.

FIGURE 3. Theoretical waveforms of the proposed converter. (a) Typical
waveforms in CCM. (b) Typical waveforms in DCM.

Mode 3 [t2-t3]: During this time interval, switches and all
diodes are turned off. The output voltage is maintained byCo.
The equivalent circuit is shown in Fig. 2(c). This mode ends
when switches are turned on at t3, which is the beginning of
the next switching period.

III. STEADY-STATE ANALYSIS OF THE PROPOSED
CONVERTER
A. CCM OPERATION
Assuming that T0 = DT S is the interval of mode 1 in a
switching cycle TS , where D is the duty cycle of the switch,
T1 = (1−D)TS is the interval of mode 2 in a switching cycle
TS. By applying the voltage–second balance principle to the
inductors, equations (6), (7) and (8) are formulated as

DTS∫
0

(VC1 + VCZ1)+

TS∫
DTS

(Vi − VCZ2) = 0 (6)

DTS∫
0

(VC1 + VCZ2)+

TS∫
DTS

(Vi − VCZ1) = 0 (7)

VCZ1 = VCZ2 (8)

FIGURE 4. Average current equivalent circuit of the proposed converter.

Combine (6), (7) and (8) with (2), (4), the voltage across
the capacitors and the voltage gain G are calculated by

VCZ1 = VCZ2 =
1− 2D
1− 4D

Vi (9)

VC1 =
1

1− 4D
Vi (10)

G =
Vo
Vi
=

3− 4D
1− 4D

(11)

The average currents of the input and output are expressed
by Ii and Io respectively, then the current transfer function of
the proposed converter is given by

GI =
Io
Ii
=

1− 4D
3− 4D

(12)

By applying the above-calculated voltage relationships in
the steady state, the voltage stresses on the switch and diodes
can be calculated. The following relationships show the volt-
age stresses on the diodes (cathode to anode) and switches
(drain to source).

VS1 = VS2 =
1

1− 4D
Vi (13)

VD1 = VD2 =
1

1− 4D
Vi (14)

VDi = VDo =
2

1− 4D
Vi (15)

The average currents of the inductors are expressed by
IL1, and IL2, respectively, the average currents of Di, Do, D1
and D2 are expressed by IDi, IDo, ID1 and ID2, respectively.
And the average currents of switches are expressed by IS1
and IS2. According to the charge balance of the capacitors,
Fig. 4 can be depicted. From Fig.4, the following equations
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can be obtained.

IDi = Ii (16)

IDo = Io (17)

IL1 = IL2 = Ii − Io (18)

IS1 = IS2 = ID1 = ID2 =
Ii − Io

2
(19)

B. DCM OPERATION
Assuming that T1 = DT S is the interval of mode 1 in
a switching cycle TS. T2 = DMTS is the interval of
mode 2. Then the time interval corresponding to mode 3 is
T3 = (1−D−DM)TS. In terms of the voltage-second of the
inductors in a whole switching cycle, the capacitor voltages,
as well as the output voltage Vo, can be obtained from (1)-(4),
as

VCZ1 = VCZ2 =
DM − D
DM − 3D

Vi (20)

VC1 =
DM + D
DM − 3D

Vi (21)

G =
Vo
Vi
=

3DM − D
DM − 3D

(22)

According to the charging balance of the capacitors, the
average currents of the inductors is given by (23). From
Fig.3(b) and (5), the average current of the inductors can be
rewritten as (24). Based on (22), DM can be rewritten as (25)

IL1 = IL2 =
2DM + 2D
DM − 3D

·
Vo
R

(23)

IL1 = IL2 =
DMD (DM + D)

DM − 3D
·
ViTS
L

(24)

DM =
D (3G− 1)
G− 3

(25)

From (23)-(25), the duty cycle D is derived as

D =

√
2G (G− 3)
3G− 1

·
L
RTS

(26)

Then, a dimensionless parameter is defined as

τ =
L
RTS

(27)

Substituting (27) into (26), the voltage gain G is given by

G =

√
9D4 + 28τD2 + 36τ 2 + 3D2

+ 6τ
4τ

(28)

The curve of the voltage gain is shown in Fig. 5. When the
proposed converter is operated in DCMoperation, the voltage
gain will increase as τ decreases.

C. EXTERNAL CHARACTERISTIC OF THE PROPOSED
CONVERTER
If the converter is operating under the boundary condition
of CCM and DCM. The voltage gain of DCM operation is

FIGURE 5. Voltage-gain versus duty ratio at DCM operation under
various τ and at CCM operation.

FIGURE 6. External characteristic of the proposed converter.

the same as that of CCM operation. According to (26), the
boundary constant τB can be obtained as

τB =
(G− 3) (3G− 1)

2G (4G− 4)2
(29)

Combine (29) with (28), the external characteristic of the
proposed converter is depicted in Fig. 6. The proposed con-
verter will be more likely to work in DCM operation when
D = 0.1286.

IV. NONIDEAL ELEMENT ANALYSIS OF THE PROPOSED
CONVERTER
The parasitic parameters of all elements are ignored in the
above analysis. Actually, the losses of each component could
influence the efficiency and boost ability of the proposed
converter. In this section, the effect of nonideal element
is analyzed, and the efficiency and nonideal voltage gain
expressions are also calculated.

Assuming that the equivalent series resistors of the capaci-
tors are rC , the forward voltage drops of the diodes are VD
and VD1, the on-resistances of the switches are rS, the dc

21398 VOLUME 9, 2021



J. Zhao, D. Chen: Switched-Capacitor High Voltage Gain Z-Source Converter

FIGURE 7. Equivalent current loops when considering the parasitic
parameters. (a) Switches are turned on. (b) Switches are turned off.

resistances of the inductors are rL , Fig. 7 shows the equivalent
current loops of the proposed converter working in CCM
operation.

A. POWER LOSS OF THE PROPOSED CONVERTER
The conduction loss of the power switch is mainly related to
the on-resistance and the root-mean-square (RMS) value of
the current. The current through the switch can be expressed
by

iS =

2Ii − 2Io +
Io
D

0 ≤ t ≤ DTS

0 DTS ≤ t ≤ TS
(30)

According to (12) and (30), the conduction loss of the
switch can be calculated as

Prs =
2I2o rS

D2 (1− 4D)2
= Po ·

2rS
D2 (1− 4D)2 R

(31)

The switch-on loss can be calculated by linearizing the
currents and voltages of the switches when they are changing
their states [30], as

Pson = fs

∫ ton

0

ISt
ton
×
VS (ton − t)

ton
dt =

1
6
fsVSISton (32)

where the VS is the voltage stress on the switch before it is
turned on, IS is the current through the switch after it is turned
on, fS is the switching frequency, ton is the turn-on delay of
the switch. Similarly, the switch-off loss for the switch can be
calculated by

Psoff =
1
6
VSIStoff fS (33)

where toff is the turn-off delay of the switch. Consequently,
the switching loss can be obtained by

Pss=2
(
Pson + Psoff

)
=Po ·

fS
(
ton + toff

)
3 (3−4D)D (1− 4D)

(34)

Therefore, the total power loss in the main switches can be
calculated as follows

PS = Po ·

(
2rS

D2 (1− 4D)2 R
+

fS
(
ton + toff

)
3D (3− 4D) (1− 4D)

)
(35)

The losses of the diodes depend on the magnitude of the
current flow and their forward voltage drops. Therefore, the
currents of diode D1 and diode D2 can be expressed by

iD1 = iD2 =

0 0 ≤ t ≤ DTS
Ii − Io

2 (1− D)
DTS ≤ t ≤ TS

(36)

The power loss associated with the forward voltage drop
VD1 is expressed by

PD1 = PD2 =
1

1− 4D
IoVD1 (37)

Similarly, the power loss of diodes Di and Do can be
calculated as

PDi =
3− 4D
1− 4D

IoVD (38)

PDo = IoVD (39)

The total power loss in the diodes is obtained by

PD =
Po
Vo
·

(
4− 8D
1− 4D

VD +
2

1− 4D
VD1

)
(40)

The main loss of the inductors in the PWM converter is the
conduction loss. According to (18), the average currents of
the inductors are given by

IL1 = IL2 =
2

1− 4D
Io (41)

The power losses of inductors can be calculated as

PL = PL1 + PL2 = Po ·
8rL

(1− 4D)2 R
(42)

The power losses of the capacitors depend on the equiva-
lent series resistance of the capacitors and root-mean-square
(RMS) value of the currents. According to the charging
balance of the capacitors, the currents passing through the
capacitors can be approximated by

iCZ1,CZ2 =


−

1− 2D
D (1− 4D)

Io 0 ≤ t ≤ DTS
1− 2D

(1− D) (1− 4D)
Io DTS ≤ t ≤ TS

(43)

iC1 =


−

Io
D (1− 4D)

0 ≤ t ≤ DTS
Io

(1− D) (1− 4D)
DTS ≤ t ≤ TS

(44)

iCo =

−
1− D
D

Io 0 ≤ t ≤ DTS

Io DTS ≤ t ≤ TS
(45)

From (43)-(45), the power losses of the capacitors can be
obtained, as

PCZ1 = PCZ2 = Po ·
(1− 2D)2 rC

D (1− D) (1− 4D)2 R
(46)

PC1 = Po ·
rC

D (1− D) (1− 4D)2 R
(47)

PCo = Po ·
(1− D) rC

DR
(48)
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FIGURE 8. Calculated power loss of the proposed converter under
Po = 200W and Vo = 400V.

From (46)-(48), the total power losses of the capacitors in
the proposed converter can be obtained, as

PC = Po ·

[
(1− 2D)2 + 1+ (1− D)2 (1− 4D)2

]
rC

D (1− D) (1− 4D)2 R
(49)

We assume that the proposed converter is operated in
CCM operation, the power loss considering the nominal
specifications and selected components (shown in table 4)
are calculated, which is shown in Fig. 8. It can be seen the
diode loss accounts for the greatest proportion of the power
loss, followed by the switch loss and inductor loss. This
analysis proves that the overall efficiency can be improved
by optimizing parasitic parameters.

B. EFFICIENCY AND NONIDEAL VOLTAGE GAIN OF THE
PROPOSED CONVERTER
The proposed converter efficiency η is calculated as

η =
Po
Pi
=

Po
PS + PL + PC + PD + Po

=
1

1+ λ

λ =
2rS

D2 (1− 4D)2 R
+

fS
(
ton + toff

)
3D (3− 4D) (1− 4D)

+
4− 8D
1− 4D

·
VD
Vo
+

2
1− 4D

·
VD1
Vo
+

8rL
(1− 4D)2 R

+

[
(1− 2D)2 + 1+ (1− D)2 (1− 4D)2

]
rC

D (1− D) (1− 4D)2 R
(50)

The voltage conversion ratio considering the parasitic
parameters will be decreased unexpectedly. But the current
transfer function is true for ideal and nonideal conditions.
Thus, the nonideal voltage gain can be calculated as

G(nonideal) =
Vo
Vi
=

Ii
Io
η =

3− 4D
1− 4D

·
1

λ+ 1
(51)

The voltage gain considering the nominal specifications
and selected components is shown in Fig.9. It can be seen the

FIGURE 9. Voltage gain under different conditions.

FIGURE 10. Cascaded topology. (a) Proposed converter with two
switched-capacitor cells. (b) Proposed converter with N
switched-capacitor cells.

proposed converter can maintain a high boost capacity when
G < 20, and the measured voltage gain for experiment match
well with the theoretical analysis.

V. EXTENSION OF THE PROPOSED CONVERTER
The cascaded topology is proposed in this section, which is
obtained by cascading the multiple switched-capacitor (SC)
cells, as shown in Fig.10. It can be seen that the advantage of
common ground for input and output is still retained. Simi-
larly, some necessary relationships can be obtained by using
the same analytical method present in Section III, which is
summarized in table 1. Since there are 4 diodes, 4 capacitors,
2 switches and 2 inductors in the basic structure, it is expected
that there are 2N+2 diodes, N+2 capacitors, N+1 switches
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FIGURE 11. Characteristics of the cascaded structure. (a) Voltage gain. (b) Voltage stress on semiconductors. (c) Current ripple of the inductors.
(d) Boundary conditions.

FIGURE 12. Voltage gain comparison between the proposed and other
quasi-Z-source based dc-dc converters.

and 2 inductors in the topology with N switched-capacitor
cells.

According to table 1, the average current of diodes and
switches is decreased when increasing the number of SC
cells. To give a graphical presentation, Fig. 11 is depicted, in
which voltage gain, device voltage stress, current ripple of the
inductors and boundary conditions are present to illustrate the
characteristics of the cascaded topology. It can be seen even a
small duty ratio of the switch will achieve a high voltage gain,
and the current ripple of the inductors as well as the voltage
stresses of most switches and diodes are reduced under the
same output condition. What’s more, the proposed converter
will be less likely to work in DCM operation when adding the
extra stages.

VI. COMPARISON
A comprehensive comparison between the proposed and
other structures is provided in this section. The comparison
is performed on their boost factors, device voltage stress, the
number of devices and so on, as shown in table 2.

Boost ability is an important index to evaluate converter
performance. To provide a graphical comparison of the volt-
age gains, Fig. 12 is illustrated. The proposed converter can
achieve the highest voltage gain under the same duty ratio.

FIGURE 13. Voltage stress comparison between the proposed and other
quasi-Z-source based dc-dc converters.

Moreover, fewer capacitors and inductors are employed,
making smaller size and higher power density.

Another issue is the voltage stresses on the semiconduc-
tors. It can be seen from Fig. 13 that although the converter
proposed in [21], [22] and [25] can achieve high voltage gain
in theory, the device voltage stress is equal to the output volt-
age. And in [23], it exceeds the output voltage. The extremely
high voltage stress will increase the probability of failure.
Also, devices with high voltage ratings tend to have poor
performance, which will lead to high cost, high power loss
and low efficiency. It can be seen the proposed converter can
provide the same output voltage with lower device voltage
stress, so devices with low on-state loss can be employed to
improve the overall efficiency.

In addition, a common ground for input and output are
required in some applications. Otherwise, the lack of com-
mon ground may generate common-mode leakage current,
which will decrease system reliability and lead to serious
electromagnetic interference problem [30]. The proposed
converter can provide a common ground for input and output,
as shown in Fig. 14. Therefore, the common-mode leakage
current can be greatly reduced by short-circuiting capaci-
tor CGND. Compared with the converters proposed in [22]
and [24], the proposed converter is more competitive in this
respect.
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TABLE 1. Performance index of the proposed converter with N SC cells.

TABLE 2. Comparison between the proposed and other existing high step-up dc-dc converters.

The drawback of the proposed converter should also be
pointed out. The main drawback is that the input current

of the proposed converter is discontinuous, so a relatively
large input filter is required. Another drawback is that inrush

21402 VOLUME 9, 2021



J. Zhao, D. Chen: Switched-Capacitor High Voltage Gain Z-Source Converter

FIGURE 14. Equivalent circuit considering parasitic capacitance to ground.

current exists at startup, which may cause damage to the
power device.

VII. SIMULATION AND EXPERIMENT VERIFICATIONS
A. DESIGN OF INDUCTANCE AND CAPACITANCE
We assume that the maximum allowed current ripple of the
inductance is xL% and the proposed converter works in CCM
operation. Considering the cascaded topologies, the inductors
L1 and L2 can be designed as

L1=L2=
vLdt
diL
=
D (1−D) (1−2D− 2ND)RTS
(N+2−2ND−2D) xL%

(52)

where dt = DTS is the time interval when the switches are
turned on, and diL = xL%IL is the variation of the inductor
current during this time interval. If the converter is designed
to operate in DCM, the following equation can be obtained.

L1 = L2 <
D (1− D) (1− 2D− 2ND)RTS

2 (N + 2− 2D− 2ND)
(53)

Then, taking the xC% peak-to-peak capacitor voltage rip-
ple into consideration, the capacitance Co can be designed as

Co = iC
dt
dvC
=
(1− D)TS
xC%R

(54)

where dt = DTS is the time interval when the switches are
turned off, and dvC = xC%VC is the voltage ripple of Co.
Similarly, other capacitors can be designed as

CZ1 = CZ2 = C1 = · · CN =
(N + 2− 2ND− 2D)TS
xC% (1− 2ND− 2D)R

(55)

B. DESIGN GUIDELINE FOR CONTROLLERS
A small signal model is established to study the dynamic
characteristics of the converter and provide reference for the
design of the controller. The small signal model is derived
from the average state-space model. The inductor current iL1,
iL2 and capacitor voltage vC1, vC2, vC1, and vCo are selected
as the basic variables. Since the capacitors are charged and
discharged in parallel, the equivalent series resistance (ESR)
of the capacitors cannot be ignored in the following analysis.
We assume the ESR of the capacitors is rC and the ESR of

the inductance is rL . The generalized state-space equations
for CCM operation are given by

dx
dt
= Ax+ Bu

x =
[
iL1 iL2 vCZ1 vCZ2 vC1 vCo

]T
u = [vi]T (56)

In mode 1, equation (57) can be obtained.

iCZ2 = iL1 + iCZ1 − iL2
iC1 = iCZ1 − iL2

iCo = −iCZ1 − iL1 −
vCo + rC iCo

R
vCo + rC iCo − vCZ2 − iCZ2rC
= vCZ1 + vC1 + (iCZ1 + iC1) rC

(57)

Based on (57), equation (58) can be derived, as shown at the
bottom of the next page. Similarly, in mode 2, equations (59)
can be obtained.

L1
diL1
dt
= −

(
2
3
rC + rL

)
iL1 +

1
3
rC iL2 +

1
3
vCZ1

−
2
3
vCZ2 −

1
3
vC1 +

2
3
vi

L2
diL2
dt
=

1
3
rC iL1 −

(
2
3
rC + rL

)
iL2 −

2
3
vCZ1

+
1
3
vCZ2 −

1
3
vC1 +

2
3
vi

CZ1
dvCZ1
dt
= −

1
3
iL1 +

2
3
iL2 −

1
3rC

vCZ1 −
1

3rC
vCZ2

+
1

3rC
vC1 +

1
3rC

vi

CZ2
dvCZ2
dt
=

2
3
iL1 −

1
3
iL2 −

1
3rC

vCZ1 −
1

3rC
vCZ2

+
1

3rC
vC1 +

1
3rC

vi

C1
dvC1
dt
=

1
3
iL1 +

1
3
iL2 +

1
3rC

vCZ1 +
1

3rC
vCZ2

−
1

3rC
vC1 −

1
3rC

vi

Co
dvCo
dt
= −

vCo
R+ rC

(59)

The control to output capacitor voltage vCo open-loop
transfer function by considering v̂i = 0 is derived, the
obtained values of the poles are P1 = −20477, P2 = −1058,
P3, P4 = −3.06 ± 237i, and the zeros are obtained as
Z1 = −73009, Z2 = −2732, Z3 = 2057. The corresponding
Bode plot is shown in Fig. 15. The above analysis proves that
the system is a non-minimum phase system, which is similar
to the traditional Boost converter and Buck-Boost converter.
Besides, all poles are located on the left half of the S-domain,
so the proposed converter is proved to be stable.

C. SIMULATION RESULTS
A lossless model was established in PSIM to examine the
voltage gain and boundary conditions of CCM and DCM.
Subsequently, a principle prototype was established in the
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FIGURE 15. Open-loop Bode diagram from control to output voltage.

laboratory to verify theoretical analysis and boosting capa-
bilities. The selected parameters are shown in table 3. And
the principle prototype is shown in Fig. 17.

According to the boundary conditions (equation (29)),
it can be inferred that under the selected parameters, the
converter will first work in CCM and then in DCM as the
inductance value decreases. We assume that the operational

duty cycle D = 0.1 and the load resistance R = 800�, if the
proposed converter is operated under boundary conditions,
the corresponding boundary constant τB and inductance value
LB are calculated as τB = 0.0104 and LB = 332µH.

Fig. 16(a) shows the typical simulation waveforms with
L = 1mH. It is clear that the proposed converter works in
CCM operation, and the voltage gain is consistent with the
theoretical analysis and is only related to the duty cycle D.

Fig. 16(b) shows the typical simulation waveforms with
L = 332µH. The simulation results show that the average
current of the inductor is equal to half of its current ripple
and the converter is operated under the boundary condition
of CCM and DCM.

Fig. 16(c) shows the typical simulation waveforms with
L = 100µH. It can be seen the proposed converter is oper-
ated in DCM operation, and the dimensionless constant τ is
calculated as τ = 0.00313. According to (28), the voltage
gain can be calculated as GDCM = 7.589. It can be seen the
simulation results match well with the theoretical analysis.
Consequently, the correctness of the theoretical analysis has
been verified.

D. EXPERIMENT RESULTS
An experimental prototype was built to verify the theoretical
analysis and the boosting capability of the proposed con-
verter. The parameters for experiment are shown in table 3.

Fig. 18 shows some typical waveforms in CCM operation
when Vi = 40V. The experimental duty cycle is 0.197,
which is basically in line with the theoretical calculation
value(D ≈ 0.194). The voltage across CZ1 is 106V, the



L1
diL1
dt
= −

(
rL +

(4R+ 2rC ) rC
4R+ 3rC

)
iL1 +

r2C
4R+ 3rC

iL2 +
2R+ rC
4R+ 3rC

vCZ1 −
2R+ 2rC
4R+ 3rC

vCZ2 +
2R+ rC
4R+ 3rC

vC1

+
2R

4R+ 3rC
vCo

L2
diL2
dt
=

r2C
4R+ 3rC

iL1 −
(
rL +

(4R+ 2rC ) rc
4R+ 3rC

)
iL2 −

2R+ 2rC
4R+ 3rC

vCZ1 +
2R+ rC
4R+ 3rC

vCZ2 +
2R+ rC
4R+ 3rC

vC1

+
2R

4R+ 3rC
vCo

CZ1
dvCZ1
dt
= −

2R+ rC
4R+ 3rC
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2R+ 2rC
4R+ 3rC

iL2 −
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(4R+ 3rC ) rC
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(4R+ 3rC ) rC
vC1

+
R

(4R+ 3rC ) rC
vCo

CZ2
dvCZ2
dt
=

2R+ 2rC
4R+ 3rC

iL1 −
2R+ rC
4R+ 3rC

iL2 −
R+ rC

(4R+ 3rC ) rC
vCZ1 −

R+ rC
(4R+ 3rC ) rC

vCZ2 −
R+ rC

(4R+ 3rC ) rC
vC1

+
R

(4R+ 3rC ) rC
vCo

C1
dvC1
dt
= −

2R+ rC
4R+ 3rC
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2R+ rC
4R+ 3rC

iL2 −
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(4R+ 3rC ) rC
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(4R+ 3rC ) rC
vC1

+
R

(4R+ 3rC ) rC
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Co
dvCo
dt
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2R+ 2rC
4R+ 3rC

iL1 −
2R+ 2rC
4R+ 3rC

iL2 +
R+ rC

(4R+ 3rC ) rC
vCZ1 +

R+ rC
(4R+ 3rC ) rC
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(4R+ 3rC ) rC
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−
R2 + 5RrC + 3r2C

(4R+ 3rC ) (R+ rC ) rC
vCo

(58)
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FIGURE 16. Simulation results of the proposed converter with Vi = 40V.

TABLE 3. Specifications of devices for simulation and experiment.

FIGURE 17. Principle prototype and its control circuit.

voltage across C1 is 188V, the voltage stresses across switch
S and diodes Di, Do and D1 are 188V, 360V, 360V and 188V,
respectively. The current stresses of the power semiconduc-
tors are shown in Fig.18(d), the average current of Di, S1,
and D1 are 5.27A, 2.33A, and 2.39A respectively. Besides,
the experiment results for Vi = 60V are shown in Fig.19.
Considering the power loss of the converter, the theoretical
analysis is proved to be correct.

Fig. 20 and Fig. 21 show the typical voltage and current
waveforms in DCM operation. It can be seen the proposed

FIGURE 18. Experiment results of the proposed converter with Vi = 40V
in CCM operation. (a)Input voltage Vi, output voltage Vo, capacitor
voltage VCZ1 and VC1. (b) Voltage stresses on power semiconductors. VDi.
VDo, VS1. (c) Vo, VD1, iL1. (d) Current of diodes and switch, iDi, iS1, iD1.

TABLE 4. Voltage gain and efficiency of CCM and DCM.

converter has three modes in each high frequency cycle. In
mode 3, the inductor current drops to zero. In addition, the
inductor current has a relatively low sinusoidal pulsation at
this mode, which is caused by the resonance between the
inductors and the junction capacitance of the power semicon-
ductors. It is worth mentioning that this resonance will not
occur in either mode 1 or mode 2. Because it is suppressed
by a complete capacitor loop in these two modes.
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FIGURE 19. Experiment results of the proposed converter with Vi = 60V
in CCM operation. (a) Input voltage Vi, output voltage Vo, capacitor
voltage VCZ1 and VC1. (b) Voltage stresses on power semiconductors. VDi.
VDo, VS1. (c) Vo, VD1, iL1. (d) Current of diodes and switch, iDi, iS1, iD1.

FIGURE 20. Experiment results of the proposed converter with D = 0.05
in DCM operation. (a)Input voltage Vi, output voltage Vo, capacitor
voltage VCZ1 and VC1. (b) VDi. VS1, VD1, and iL1.

FIGURE 21. Experiment results of the proposed converter with D = 0.1 in
DCM operation. (a) Input voltage Vi, output voltage Vo, capacitor voltage
VCZ1 and VC1. (b) VDi. VS1, VD1, and iL1.

FIGURE 22. Key waveforms in the dynamic state with load change.
(a) Experiment waveform for load resistance mutation. (b) Experiment
waveform for input voltage mutation.

The comparison of voltage gain and efficiency between
CCM and DCM is given in table 4. The converter can pro-
vide higher voltage gain in DCM operation. However, due

FIGURE 23. Measured efficiency curves of the proposed converter.

to the larger current ripple and higher current root mean
square value, the efficiency is relatively low. Fig. 22 shows
the dynamic performance of the converter. It can be seen
that the converter can maintain good stability when the load
resistance changes or input voltage changes.

The efficiency curve of the experimental prototype at
Vo = 400V is shown in Fig. 23. It can be seen the efficiency is
improved when increasing input voltage. Compared with the
transformer or coupled-inductor based converters proposed
in [27]–[29], the proposed converter can achieve higher effi-
ciency with the same voltage gain.

VIII. CONCLUSION
This paper has proposed a novel high step-up dc-dc converter.
The proposed structure can achieve high voltage gain and
maintain low voltage stress on the semiconductors.

Circuit operation principles, analysis, and necessary rela-
tionships were presented. Considering the result, the voltage
gain will increase when the proposed converter is operated in
DCM operation.

The cascaded topology was proposed in Section V, some
desirable features exist in the cascaded topology, such as
higher voltage gain, lower device voltage stress and lower
current ripple of the inductors.

A comparison between the proposed and other structures
was also provided. Considering the results, the superiority of
the proposed converter to other converters is confirmed.

Finally, simulation and experimental results have veri-
fied the characteristics and theoretical analysis. Consider the
advantages of the proposed converter such as high step-up
capacity, low device voltage stress, common ground for input
and output and reduced passive components, it could be a suit-
able choice for uninterruptible power supply systems, electric
vehicles, and LED lighting systems, where high voltage gain
is often required.
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