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ABSTRACT Wind speed interval prediction is gaining importance in optimal planning and operation of
power systems. However, the unpredictable characteristics of wind energy makes quality forecasting an
arduous task. In this paper, we propose a novel hybrid model for wind speed interval prediction using an
autoencoder and a bidirectional long short term memory neural network. The autoencoder initially extracts
important unseen features from the wind speed data. The artificially generated features are utilized as input
to the bidirectional long short term memory neural network to generate the prediction intervals. We also
demonstrate that for time series prediction tasks, feature extraction through autoencoder is more effective
than making deep residual networks. In our experiments which involve eight cases distributed among two
wind fields, the proposed method is able to generate narrow prediction intervals with high prediction interval
coverage and achieve an improvement of 39% in coverage width criterion over the traditional models.

INDEX TERMS Wind speed prediction, bidirectional LSTM, autoencoder, residual LSTM, interval
prediction.

NOMENCLATURE
PI prediction interval
WSIP wind speed interval prediction
LSTM long short term memory
BLSTM bidirectional LSTM
LUBE lower upper bound estimation
PICP PI coverage probability
PINRW PI normalized root-mean-square width
PINAW PI normalized average width
PINC PI normal confidence
CWC coverage width criterion
ReLU rectified linear unit
NREL the National Renewable Energy Laboratory

I. INTRODUCTION
Wind energy is a clean and abundantly available alternate
sources of energy. However, integration of wind energy in
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power systems require prior knowledge about the behavior
and nature of wind speed in the area. Over the last decade,
numerous researchers have contributed a number of different
techniques such as physical [1], [2], statistical [3], [4], as well
as hybrid frameworks [5]–[7] to improve the accuracy of
deterministic wind forecasts. However, deterministic fore-
casts or point forecasting can be of limited use if there is a
large downside to an incorrect prediction like in scheduling
and operation of energy systems. Indicating the uncertainty
associated with each forecast is therefore more imperative
over point forecasting.

One common way of communicating the uncertainty is to
indicate the expected upper and lower bounds of the fore-
casts or in other words generating the prediction intervals
(PIs). There exist several interval prediction methods in the
literature like Delta method [8], Bayesian technique [9],
Bootstrap [10], [11] and Fuzzy models [12]. Fuzzy models
suffer from implementation difficulties whereas the tradi-
tional models mostly obtain PIs based on certain error dis-
tribution assumptions over point predictions.

VOLUME 8, 2020
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 License.

For more information, see https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 182283

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1664-5877
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4433-5529
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6695-6054


A. Saeed et al.: Hybrid Bidirectional LSTM Model for Short-Term Wind Speed Interval Prediction

Eliminating the need for any distributional assumption for
the original data, lower upper bound estimation (LUBE) is
proposed in [13]. The core idea is to generate PIs directly
using a certain predictive model, which is trained by mini-
mizing a PI-based cost function which assumes high-quality
PIs to capture as many data points while keeping the interval
width as narrow as possible. Because of its inherent lucidity,
this method finds its implementation in a plethora of applica-
tion focused works [14]–[18]. Majority of these works imple-
ment shallow machine learning models such as ANN, ELM,
and SVM as predictive models. The insufficiency of these
models has restricted the performance of LUBEmethod. Like
SVMs are incapable in handling large amount of data, and
ELM suffers from weak universal approximation property.
Also, integration of these models require too many parame-
ters to be tuned for themetaheuristic optimizationmechanism
adopted in the framework, making the computational cost too
expensive.

Recent years have seen a rise of deep learning methods as a
new research hotspot in machine learning [19]. In particular,
RNNs with the capability of maintaining states between dif-
ferent inputs show advantage in handling time sequences, but
suffer from problems like vanishing and exploding gradients.
LSTM, an extension of RNN, solves the vanishing gradi-
ent problem by introducing memory cells with controlling
gates and have been used extensively to simulate the time-
series correlation [20], [21]. Further extensions to RNNs have
recently become popular where the output is obtained by
exploring not only the past but also the future context [22].
These networks connect the outputs from two separate hidden
layers (which scan the input sequences in opposite directions)
to the same output layer making them bidirectional RNNs.
LSTMs can also benefit from this bidirectional modeling
resulting in bidirectional LSTMs (BLSTMs).

Due to the intermittent and very volatile nature of wind
power the data distribution assumptions seem dubitable, thus
in view of the advantage of no distributional assumption of
LUBE and themerits of bidirectional LSTM, how to establish
an interval prediction model based on BLSTM as the predic-
tive model in the LUBE framework would be interesting and
challenging and has seldom been researched.

Traditionally, LSTMs are shallow across layers, instead
obtaining their depths across time steps. Recent advance-
ments in residual networks have unlocked the ability to use
deep networks. With residual connections the network can
directly learn an Identity function resulting in more effective
learning [23]. Fascinated by the enticing popularity of these
networks, researchers applied residual modeling to make
deep residual LSTMs and report improvements in perfor-
mance specially in the field of natural language process-
ing [24], [25]. This inspires to examine the performance of
residual LSTMs in time series prediction which is an area
not yet documented. Will it work as a predictive model for
complex time series prediction? A soft answer here is, maybe
not. The reason based on our findings are discussed later in
the paper. An interesting question then arises that why this

remarkable idea of identity connection is not successful in
time series prediction or is there any other way to utilize
this idea? Another very popular network called autoencoder
(AE) exists which basically learns an identity function. The
fundamental idea in an autoencoder is to learn and reproduce
almost the same input. This usually involves two stages:
i) contracting the input data into a latent-space representation,
and ii) reconstructing the output from this representation.
In this process the latent representation learns the most salient
features of the training data. This is very interesting as an
autoencoder can be trained to preserve as much information
as possible which can be utilized to make hybrid networks.

In the present paper, a hybrid model is proposed and inte-
grated as a predictor network in the LUBE framework for
improved interval predictions. The method involves a stacked
BLSTM prediction model which generate PIs based on the
artificial features extracted by a BLSTMautoencoder initially
from the wind series data.

The main contributions of this paper are as follows:
(1) a novel methodology to generate prediction intervals by
integrating a deep neural network into the LUBE framework
is proposed; (2) the concept of identity function, in learning
the important features across the layers of a deep model is
examined, and is shown that utilizing it as a preprocessor
(autoencoder) is more effective over its use as a residual, for
time series prediction; (3) specifically, a hybrid model com-
bining an autoencoder and BLSTM is presented to perform
high-quality PI for wind speed interval prediction (WSIP).

The rest of the paper is organized as follows: Section II
gives a brief introduction about the PI quality and evaluation
indices as well as the structures of BLSTM, residual networks
and autoencoders. Section III proposes the hybrid BLSTM
model. Section V lists the conclusions obtained from the
discussions and comparisons of several numerical examples
presented in section IV.

II. THEORITICAL BACKGROUND
A. BIDIRECTIONAL LSTM
A typical LSTM cell is shown in Fig. 1 (a) which use the
following transition equations:

fn = σ
(
Wf xn + Uf hn−1 + bf

)
(1)

in = σ (Wixn + Uihn−1 + bi) (2)

on = σ
(
Woxn + Uohn−1 + bf

)
(3)

c̃n = tanh (Wcxn + Uchn−1 + bc) (4)

which leads to

cn = σ (c̃n ⊗ in + cn−1 ⊗ fn) (5)

hn = on ⊗ tanh (cn) (6)

wherein xn, cn, and hn represents the input, cell state and the
output of the current LSTM respectively whereas hn−1 is the
mean output of the last LSTM. fn, in, on, and c̃n represents
the forget gate, input gate, output gate, and the cell candidate
value. W and U are weight matrices while b is the bias.
⊗ denotes the Hadamard product.
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The concept of memory cells with controlling gates helps
LSTMs to achieve considerable success in removing the
problems of long term dependency and vanishing gradients
associated with RNNs [26]. The learning process through
backpropagation estimates the weights based on which the
cells either store or delete the data.

Another variation to RNNs is proposed in [22] wherein
a single RNN layer consists of two RNN blocks processing
temporal information simultaneously in two opposite direc-
tions. The final output at each single time instance is a com-
bination of the outputs of each RNN block. The bidirectional
structure can be applied to LSTM to make a bidirectional
LSTM (BLSTM) as shown in Fig.1 (b).

FIGURE 1. General structure of LSTM cell and BLSTM layer.

B. RESIDUAL NETWORKS
During back-propagation in a deep network, repeated mul-
tiplication may make the gradient infinitively small due to
which deep neural networks are hard to train. Residual net-
works [23] introduce a so-called ‘‘identity shortcut connec-
tion’’ between the input and output as shown in Fig. 2 which
ensures unimpeded flow of original information layer to layer
throughout the network. Consequently, gradients are com-
puted with the original input taking into consideration and
would never vanish no matter how deep we go. But why this
is called as residual network? Mathematically, for a neural
network layer whose input is x and output is F (x). The
difference or the residual between this is

R (x) = F (x)− x (7)

Rearranging it we get,

F (x) = R (x)+ x (8)

The residual block is overall trying to learn the true output,
F (x) but as can be seen from Fig. 2 (a), that since there is
an identity connection coming due to x, the layer is actually
trying to learn the residual, R (x). Hence, the added layer just
need to learn the features on top of already available input.

FIGURE 2. General structures of residual block and autoencoders.

C. AUTOENCODERS
Autoencoders (AE) are a category of neural networks for
which the output resembles the input as closely as possible.
An AE consists of two parts: an encoder φ that maps the
input data x to latent-space representation Z by combining
the data’s most important features, and a decoder ψ that
aims to reconstruct the input x ′ from the latent space rep-
resentation as shown in Fig. 2 (b). These transitions can be
represented mathematically by the standard neural network
function passed through an activation function.

φ : X → Z : x 7→ φ (x) = σ (Wx + b) := z (9)

ψ : Z → X : z 7→ ψ (z) = σ
(
W̃ z+ b̃

)
:= x ′ (10)

There are a few reasons why AEs may be useful: 1) Using
latent feature representations may enhance model perfor-
mance, 2) Dimensionality reduction can reduce training time.

D. EVALUATION INDICES AND QUALITY OF PI
An effective forecasting model must construct sharp and reli-
able PIs. Number of target values covered or coverage prob-
ability is the commonly used measure for reliability whereas
width of PI represents its sharpness. Mathematically, these
two measures defined through indices like PI coverage Prob-
ability (PICP) and PI normalized average width (PINAW) or
PI normalized root-mean-square width (PINRW) [18]:

PICP =
1
n

∑n

i=1
Ci, Ci =

{
1, yi ∈ [Li,Ui]
0, yi /∈ [Li,Ui]

(11)

PINAW =
1
nR

∑n

i=1
(Ui − L i) (12)
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PINRW =
1
R

√
1
n

∑n

i=1
(Ui − L i)

2 (13)

where Ui and Li are the upper and lower bounds of the
ith PI respectively and R is the range of the minimum and
maximum of the time-series, n is the number of data pints.
The format for PINRW is more close to mean square error
which enhance the training performance by magnifying the
big error terms [18]. Therefore, we chosePINRW as our width
assessment index.

The wider the intervals the higher will be the coverage.
So, higher coverage may lead to a higher PINAW or reduced
sharpness and vice-versa. Thus the two indices conflict with
each other and are insufficient to independently reflect the
quality of the PI. A popular index called coverage width cri-
terion (CWC) whichmakes a comprehensive balance between
PICP and PINAW is used as a measure to examine the quality
of PI. Because of its importance the definition of CWC keeps
evolving in literature. We used the definition of CWC as

CWC =


β · PINAW , PICP > µ

(α + β ∗ PINAW )
· (1+ exp (−η (PICP− µ))) , PICP < µ

(14)

where α, β, η, and µ are hyperparameters that govern the
measurement of CWC index. β is used to linearly increase
the influence of PINAW, α avoids the CWC from vanish-
ing once PINAW becomes zero, η is the penalty factor for
unqualified PICP and µ is a PI normal confidence (PINC)
that needs to meet the PICP. This definition of CWC is
very effective because the multiplication operation between
PINAW and PICP solves the problem of PINAW losing
control of CWC [27]. Thus, PICP is given more weight
when the PICP does not meet the required PINC. Once
PINC is satisfied, the width of PI will have more influence
on CWC.

III. NOVEL BLSTM BASED HYBRID AUTOENCODER-
BLSTM MODEL FOR INTERVAL PREDICTION
A. FRAMEWORK OF H-BLSTM MODEL
Using the deep learning fundamentals, a novel multi-layer
neural network for WSIP is proposed. For simplicity we call
it hybrid BLSTM (H-BLSTM) model.

The forecasting framework is easy to elucidate as illus-
trated in Fig.3. We start with training a BLSTM AE on the
initial wind speed series; next we extract the encoder and
utilize it as a features creator. The prediction model then
acts on these artificially generated features to generate the
prediction intervals. The specific training procedure of the
proposed model is shown in Fig. 4.

1) BLSTM AUTOENCODER
Usually, the input data may contain some redundant or cor-
related features which may result in wasted processing time
and overfitting in the model. It is thus ideal to only include
the features we need. AE comes in handy in extracting those
important unknown features. An AE consists of two parts:

FIGURE 3. Framework of the interval prediction model.

FIGURE 4. Flow chart of the H-BLSTM model.

an encoder that maps the input data to a latent-space represen-
tation by combining the data’s most important features, and
a decoder that aims to reconstruct the input from the latent
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space representation. If the ‘‘reconstruction’’ of data is very
accurate, the latent space representation can be used as input
into another model. Our AE consists of a BLSTM encoder as
well as a BLSTM decoder with a BLSTM bottleneck (hidden
layer). The decoder is followed by a Time-Distributed output
layer. Taking in the train data x at the encoder input the AE
reconstructs the input x

′

at the output of decoder by minimiz-

ing themean square error 1
/
n
(
x − x

′
)2

as the reconstruction
loss utilizing Adam [28], as the optimizer algorithm. Once
trained the encoder part is removed and is fed in full wind
speed data (train + test) to generate the features dataset z.
The generated dataset is then divided into train and test data
(ztrain, ztest) as earlier and the train data is fed to the prediction
model.

2) PREDICTION MODEL
In time series prediction, the temporal characteristics are
really important. LSTMs learn by back propagating through
time allowing the gradient of weight updates to be estimated
from all observations in the sequence. Based on the weights,
the memory cells with controlling gates either store or delete
the data. Thus LSTMs can disregard the error contribution
from prior time-steps in gradient estimates, and can give
more weight to the input of most recent moments, while
simultaneously keeping important information in the mem-
ory cells thus removing problems of long term dependency
and vanishing gradients. BLSTM which combines another
LSTM that move backward through the sequence is therefore
capable to learn a representation that depends on both the
past and the future but is most sensitive to the input values
around that particular time. Thus the structural characteristics
of BLSTM layer suits well at this point. So our prediction
model starts with a BLSTM which is designed as multiple
input on time scale and outputs a sequence of vectors. These
vectors are passed on to a subsequent BLSTM layer which
gives single output from last cell. This hierarchy of layers
enables more complex representation of the time-series data,
capturing information at different scales. Thus, the stacked
BLSTM layers transfer the input z = {z1,z2, . . . ,zn} into a
high dimensional vector hn, which is full of temporal feature
information. Feeding on this feature vector the subsequent
fully connected layers, two in number, further apply nonlinear
computations (ReLU activation) layer by layer transforming
it to a dense representation which is then finally converted
into two bound output by the output layer. ReLU [29] as
defined in Eq. (15) gives several advantages over sigmoid and
Tanh activation functions.

ReLU =

{
x, x ≥ 0
0, x ≤ 0

(15)

In the regime x> 0 the gradient has a constant value which
helps reducing the likelihood of the vanishing gradient prob-
lem as well as results in faster learning whereas in x< 0
regime it results in sparse representations. Sparse representa-
tions seem to be more beneficial than dense representations.

Initializing the weights of these layers with He initializa-
tion [30], further ensures a faster and more efficient gradient
descent. For the output layer, just a linear activation func-
tion can receive a good result in fitting the prediction label.
We term this part of network as preliminary prediction net-
work. The bounds obtained from this network are optimized
by using the true value and two target functions. In the end
a rank-ordered terminal sorts the output to correspond the
upper and lower bounds.

B. OPTIMIZATION STRATEGY
The prediction network gives two outputs. We call these as
the preliminary upper (ui) and lower (li) bounds of the PI.{

ui = ψu ((W , b)) , zi
li = ψ l ((W , b)) , zi

(16)

where ψu and ψl are functions of relationship among the
layers of the prediction network, (W , b) contains the weights
and biases of the various layers in the network. For accurate
predictions these bounds must be optimized. A neural net-
work optimizes the prediction by minimizing a loss function
which is generally the error between the predictions and the
training labels. However, unlike point prediction, interval
prediction lacks in the available labels and require a way
of constructing the training labels artificially. Optimal PIs
should possess high coverage probability while keeping the
PI width as narrow as possible. Based on these two objectives,
two target functions f1, and f2 are specifically designed as
described in (17) and (18) respectively. If the observed value
is in PI, it is expected to be closer to the mid-point of PI while
demanding a penalty on the value of the target function once it
escapes from the PI. The farther it flees the greater the penalty.
At the same time, however, a narrow PI width is expected.

f1 (W , b) = k1 ·
(∣∣yi − (ui + li)/2∣∣+ λ1 · γ · d) (17)

f2 (W , b) = k2 · ((ui − li)+ λ2·γ · d) (18)

where k1, and k2 are weights of f1, and f2. These two deter-
mine the importance between hit rate and width of PI. yi is the
observed value of the ith sample, λ1 and λ2 are the penalty
coefficients, γ is the step function given by Eq.(19) and
finally d as defined in Eq. (20) measures the distance between
yi and boundary of ui and li, when yi escapes PI.

γ =

{
0,yi ∈ [li, ui]
1,yi /∈ [li, ui]

(19)

d =

∣∣∣∣yi − ui + li
2

∣∣∣∣− ∣∣∣∣ui − li2

∣∣∣∣ (20)

We incorporated these two target functions as succeeding
layers to the preliminary prediction network, shown as bound
optimization layers in Fig. 3. So now our network makes
two predictions namely the distance of the observed value
from the center of the bound, and the bound. To train the
network we now need labels for these predictions. In ideal
scenario the observed value should lie at the midpoint of
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the preliminary PI. Also, in limiting case of fully accurate
prediction the bound should be so narrow that it approaches
zero. Thus, the neural network is trained by using a matrix of
zeros as the training labels for both f1, and f2. Adadelta [28]
a gradient based optimization algorithm is employed to train
the prediction model. With its update rule adadelta eliminates
the need to set a default learning rate thus accelerate conver-
gence. Once trained the bound prediction network is removed
and used to predict the optimal bounds Ui, and Li of the PIs.
The hyperparameters k1, k2, λ1, and λ2 hugely influence

the construction of the optimal bounds and thus finding the
best values for these hyperparameters is very significant.

Hyperparameter optimization is generally represented as

θ∗ = argmin
θ∈χ

g (θ) (21)

where g (θ) represents an objective score to minimize such as
mean square error evaluated on the validation set; θ∗ is the set
of hyperparameters that yields the lowest score, and θ varies
the domain χ . Evaluating the objective function of a deep
model iteratively is computationally expensive. So we took
a Bayesian approach to find these optimal hyperparameters.
In this approach a probabilistic model (‘‘surrogate’’ for the
objective function) is formedmapping the hyperparameters to
a probability of a score on the objective function, by tracking
the results from previous evaluations. This is represented as
p (y|x) where y is the score. The surrogate is much easier to
optimize than the objective function. We employ a python
library Hyperopt [31] for using the Bayesian model based
optimization. Quality forecast involves narrow intervals; thus
we design our objective function to minimize the mean aver-
age error of the upper and lower bounds from the true value
as described in Eq. (22).

Loss =
1
2

(∑n
i=1 (ui − yi)

n
+

∑n
i=1 (yi − li)

n

)
(22)

The hyperparameters obtained are listed in Table 1.

TABLE 1. Parameter settings of different models.

An advantage of the optimization methodology adopted,
is that by incorporating Eq.17 and Eq. 18, we are able to

use mean square error as the loss function, which is differ-
entiable and thus the method can be trained by classical neu-
ral network optimization technique called gradient descent.
In contrast, the previous LUBE versions [13], [18] employ
the commonly used measures of PI evaluation to train their
model. To do so, they combine the two conflicting objectives
of coverage probability and interval width into a single cost
function called CWC, which is complex, highly nonlinear,
and non-differentiable and thus difficult to optimize via clas-
sical local optimization problems.

IV. EXPERIMENTS ON REAL DATASETS
A. DATASET AND METHODOLOGIES
We choose wind speed datasets from two different wind
fields collected in 2011 and 2012 from the National Renew-
able Energy Laboratory (NREL) website. The first dataset
is from an offshore wind field (numbered 110197) located
in Lake Huron, of which the longitude and latitude are
−83.111816 and 45.07209 respectively. The second is an
onshore wind field (numbered 71764) located in Pennsylva-
nia with −78.3109 and 40.7147 as the longitude and latitude
respectively.

For experiments we divide the wind series data into four
subseries and evaluate the model performance in each of
them. This is similar to performing a cross-validation to
assure better generalization capabilities of the model [32].
Each subseries is extracted using a sliding window
of 15 months, of which the first twelve months’ data is
considered for training the model while the remaining three
months’ data is kept for testing purpose, e.g., first subseries
consists of data from January 2011 to December 2011 as
train data and from January 2012 to March 2012 as test data,
second subseries from April 2011 to March 2012 as train
data and from April 2012 to June 2012 as test data and so
on. The three months testing period is taken considering a
particular season of a year generally consists of three months.
Thus we term the four subseries as ‘‘spring’’, ‘‘summer’’,
‘‘autumn’’, and ‘‘winter’’ based on the season names. Each
subseries contains data points with a resolution of 30 min.
So, in total we have eight cases, four for each location. In each
case we perform multi-step predictions 3 hours ahead every
30 minutes.

We present the experimental results in four steps. The first
two steps involve the evaluation of the structural components
of the model, like the first step compares the effectiveness of
BLSTM over LSTMwhereas in the second step we check the
advantage of AEs over residual RNN approach. The third step
compares the proposed model with a variety of traditional
approaches like LUBE based Shallow ANN (S-ANN) as
well as Deep ANN (D-ANN) [33] methods and statistical
approaches like Bootstrap ARIMA [11] and Quantile Regres-
sion (QR) [34]. Finally, in the fourth step the performance
of the proposed model is compared for multi-step horizons.
The selection of parameters is trial and error based for the
proposed model, whereas the parameters of the other models
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were set as per the instructions of the references. The param-
eters of different models used in the comparative studies were
presented in Table 1.

B. COMPARISON AND ANALYSIS
The indices of PICP, PINRW, and CWC, are used as the eval-
uation criterion to compare the performance of the different
models. To counter the effect of the randomness associated
with the initialization of the neural networks, each experiment
is repeated 10 times and the mean values of indices are
kept for comparison. For a WSIP model, a higher PICP and
lower PINRW which lead to a lower CWC represent a high
quality PI.

1) COMPARISON BETWEEN LSTM AND BLSTM
This subsection is to compare the performance of BLSTM
with LSTM. For pure comparison, experiments are run con-
sidering solely the LSTM and BLSTMmodels without using
the AE as in the proposed model. The parameters for both
the models were also kept the same. The experiments contain
eight cases, each of which contains a week’s data with a res-
olution of 10 min, from the four seasons, for each of the two
locations. In each of the eight cases the first five days were
devoted to train data whereas the last two days of the week
were considered as test data. The selection of small datasets
is just to save the computational time, since the sole purpose
here is to check the performance of BLSTMover LSTM. This
dataset is selected only for the experiments of this subsection,
while in the rest of the paper the data described in the previous
section is used for all the experiments.

FIGURE 5. Performance indices comparison for LSTM and BLSTM models.

From Fig. 5 one can easily visualize that BLSTM is able
to capture a higher PICP with lower PINRW thus a lower

CWC in most of the cases. The BLSTM model is able to
achieve an average improvement of 11% inCWC over LSTM.
The model training time for BLSTM is a little higher in
experiments than LSTM (not shown in the Fig. 5) which is
justified for the two opposite LSTM layers in the BLSTM
structure. The improvements in the performance indices at
the expense of a little computational cost justify the selection
of BLSTM for the proposed model.

2) THE IDENTITY FUNCTION: AUTOENCODER
OR RESIDUAL CONNECTIONS
With effectiveness of BLSTM already established in previ-
ous subsection, we now attempt to enhance the quality of
prediction by making BLSTM based deep neural network.
As described in the introduction section that a residual or
identity connection is highly successful in deep neural net-
works. Let us now attempt to answer the interesting question
raised in the introduction section, that whether the remark-
able success of the identity connections as enjoyed by the
deep residual networks in computer vision tasks, can also
be duplicated in time series predictions by making deep
residual RNNs.

A satisfactory answer requires comparative experiments.
For intuitive comparison we run the experiments on three
different models. The difference among the three models is in
the way they create the high dimensional vector hn from the
input time series. Once hn is extracted the remaining structure
of all the three models is the same i.e., fully connected layers
followed by rank ordered terminal to generate PIs. The first
model we call BLSTM model as it contains a single BLSTM
layer followed by the rest of the structure. The second model
which we call residual BLSTM (R-BLSTM) model is deeper
across the layers and consists of four BLSTM layers with
residual connection between them. Also, it is known that the
last layer of BLSTM only outputs the sequence at the last
time step, so to make a residual connection at the last layer
we sliced the last element of the output sequence from the
previous layer. All the four BLSTM layers have equivalent
dimensionality of 64. This parameter setting gives two ben-
efits; firstly, the input size matches the BLSTM output size
therefore a residual connection is kept at the input also and
secondly, it ensures that the number of parameters are almost
the same as the total number of parameters including the AE
and stacked BLSTM layers in the H-BLSTM model. Since
making a bidirectional layer is also a kind of stacking up lay-
ers, we think the model possess sufficient depth to effectively
utilize the advantages of residual connections. The datasets
used are the same fifteenmonths’ datasets as described earlier
in the dataset and methodology section.

Table 2 summarize the performance indices obtained from
the three models. The results clearly indicate that the residual
connection model failed miserably in improving over the
forecasts of the BLSTM model, instead a degraded perfor-
mance is observed in some cases. In four cases it failed to
maintain even the PINC of 0.9 and thus a higher CWC which
implies lower quality forecasts. In contrast, the proposed
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TABLE 2. Performance indices comparison of BLSTM, R-BLSTM and H-BLSTM models.

TABLE 3. Performance indices comparison of five models by wind fields.

TABLE 4. Average and standard deviation of indices of 8 cases.

H-BLSTM model improves the forecast performance with
better CWC index in all the cases and a maximum improve-
ment of 16.9%. Thus we can assert with ease that our BLSTM
AE is a worthy weapon to extract important unseen features
from time series. Talking about R-BLSTM model, while
expecting a better performance, we were bewildered in the
manner this model performed. The reason for this adverse
performancemay be attributed to the fact that while maintain-
ing the attractive property of unimpeded gradient flow across
layers, the identity connection can interact unpredictably with
the BLSTM architecture, as the ‘‘fast’’ state of the BLSTM
no longer reflects the network’s full representation of the data
at that point. Extracting the features using autoencoder and
then passing those features as input to H-BLSTM does not
suffer from this unpredictable interaction thus improved pre-
dictions compared to R-BLSTM. The ruinous unpredictable
interaction in R-BLSTM might be mitigated by passing the
same value both to the next layer as input and to the next

time-step as the ‘‘fast’’ state [35]. However, given the remark-
able performance of the hybrid BLSTM model we were least
interested in improving the R-BLSTM model as more the
number of layers higher will be training time and thus less
efficient the model will be.

3) COMPARISON BETWEEN PROPOSED MODEL
AND TRADITIONAL MODELS
After experimental justification of the structural components
of the proposed model in the previous subsections, let us
now compare its performance with the traditional models.
The average indices for PICP, PINRW and CWC for the
different models are listed in Table 3. To evaluate the overall
performance, the mean and standard deviation values of the
indices of the eight cases are listed in Table 4.

(1) The results from Table 3 dictate that the proposed
model performs better in terms of coverage probability than
the statistical models but achieves comparatively lower PICP
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TABLE 5. Performance indices comparison in multi-step forecasting on Lake Huron datasets.

values than the traditional LUBEmodels. However, the lower
PICP is not a downside as the average PICP for the proposed
model is 0.9334 as depicted from Table 4 which means
that the proposed model can guarantee the desirable PINC
of 0.9. Moreover, while maintaining the PICP higher than
PINC, the model shows the least deviation which manifests
its stability over those higher performing ANN models. The
lower PICP can be explained by Eq. 17 and Eq. 18 which
maintain a balance between PICP and width of interval. The
target is to obtain narrow intervals which can attain the PINC.

(2) The higher PICP index achieved by the ANN models
can be easily explained by the wider PIs produced by these
models as suggested by Table 3 and Table 4. Thus, collec-
tively it easy to manifest that H-BLSTMmodel wins over the
ANN models as it achieves significantly lower PINRW and
still contain the data points over the threshold value. Talking
about statistical models, the ARIMA model failed miserably
in terms of PINRW. However, QR wins over H-BLSTM in
generating narrow intervals but since it failed to meet the
PINC of 0.9 for those cases the lower PINRW gives no
advantage. Figure 6, gives a visual of the PIs of wind field
in Lake Huron in spring case clearly showing the quality PIs
produced by H-BLSTM.

(3) From Table 3 the H-BLSTM model appears to achieve
significantly better CWC values than other models with
exceptions in spring and winter cases where QR shows
marginal improvements over H-BLSTM. However, QR lose
to H-BLSTM with a notable difference in terms of average
CWC as shown in Table 4. Further the deviation in CWC for

FIGURE 6. Comparison of PI in wind field in Lake Huron in spring.

QR is significant which is a measure of its high instability
in terms of CWC. Thus, H-BLSTM emerges to be victo-
rious over the other models in terms of CWC index with
an improvement of 39.6% over its best competitor S-ANN,
whereas an improvement of 38.1% and 76.4% over QR and
ARIMA methods respectively.
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(4) Apart from PI quality, the training efficiency of the
model is also of practical importance. To compare the effi-
ciency, we observe the average time taken for an experiment
repeated 10 times for one case for S-ANN and H-BLSTM
models on the same computing machine. The values obtained
are 139.8 s, and 789.6 s for S-ANN and H-BLSTM models.
A decline of 460% over S-ANN seems a little frustrating,
however, the absolute time of 789 s or 13 minutes is lesser
than the 30-min resolution of wind data. Thus the method is
practically feasible and competitive considering the massive
amount of year round data. Further, a certain expense of effi-
ciency paid off with high quality PIs which is more desirable
in real world application.

4) MULTI-STEP VALIDATION
This subsection evaluates the performance comparison of the
different models for multi-step prediction. The heretofore
results reveal S-ANN and QR to be better performing models
in their respective categories of LUBE models and statistical
models and therefore we adopt these two models as the
representative for multi-step comparisons. Experiments are
run for S-ANN, QR, H-BLSTM models adopting off shore
Lake Huron wind field data with a varying horizon from one
step to six steps. The average PICP, PINRW, andCWC values
are summarized in Table 5.

FIGURE 7. Multi-step wind speed interval prediction in ‘‘summer’’ case.

Achieving significantly better CWC index H-BLSTM
clearly outperforms S-ANN in all the seasons. The reason lies
in the narrow interval widths captured by H-BLSTM as com-
pared to S-ANN while keeping the PICP well above PINC.
While both QR and H-BLSTM models have almost identical
performance for spring and winter cases, however, for sum-
mer and autumn cases QR appears to be amediocre performer
with PICP continuously under the PINC of 0.9 and thus lose
the competition significantly to H-BLSTM. Figure 7 shows
the variation of the CWC index with the increasing horizon
from one step to six steps, for the summer case. The green
line for H-BLSTM is at the bottom among the three lines
indicating H-BLTSM to be the best performer for all the
horizons.

V. CONCLUSION
Enhancing the quality of wind forecasts may hugely influ-
ence the scheduling and operation of wind integrated power
systems. Aiming to obtain high quality prediction intervals
a hybrid model is proposed in this paper. The model utiliz-
ing the recently introduced RNN called BLSTM, constructs
quality intervals based on the high-quality principle of the
forecasts to have high coverage probability and narrow inter-
val widths. The model is initially benefitted by a BLSTM
autoencoder which extracts the important unseen features
from time series and pass it to the BLSTM model.

We examine the power of a BLSTM autoencoder over
residual BLSTM model in comparative experiments which
proved the BLSTM autoencoder to be a worthy feature
extractor from the time series data. Thus utilizing the
extracted features, the H-BLSTM model presents excellent
prediction performance in comparative experiments with tra-
ditional models like ANN based LUBE models as well as
statistical models like QR and bootstrap ARIMA models.

As a future work, different types of autoencoders such as
sparse autoencoder, denoising autoencoder etc will be tried
to preprocess wind speed data, and to improve the prediction
neural network, ensemble of BLSTM, GRU, or 1D-CNNwill
be tried to model the wind speed, to check for the possibility
of improvements in the wind speed forecasts.
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