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ABSTRACT In this article, an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)-aided non-orthogonal multiple
access (NOMA) network along with uplink (UL) and downlink (DL) transmissions is investigated. A group
of sources intend to communicate with a group of destinations over Nakagami-m fading channels. Decode-
and-Forward (DF) protocol is adopted at the relay (UAV plays the role of relay) while successive interference
cancellation (SIC) is required at destinations (receivers) for signal detection, e.g., imperfect SIC (ipSIC) and
perfect SIC (pSIC) are studied. The UAV relay benefits from the modes of full-duplex/half-duplex (FD/HD).
We then derive analytical expressions of outage probability as main metric. Simulations are conducted to
valid the analytical expressions. Moreover, the levels of the effectiveness of the FD mode and pSIC case are
demonstrated through analysis and simulation and then compared with those of their counterparts. Numerical
results are presented to validate the effectiveness of the proposed UAV-aided NOMA transmission strategies.

INDEX TERMS Full-duplex, non-orthogonal multiple access, unmanned aerial vehicle, outage probability,

throughput.

I. INTRODUCTION

In order to accommodate the explosive increase in data traffic
of mobile devices, various transmission protocols in wire-
less networks and mobile networking techniques have been
developed. Recently, technical evolution in the scope of mas-
sive connections has drawn great attention from the research
community and industry. In order to support the tremen-
dous demand for data traffic, a promising multiple access
technique, namely non-orthogonal multiple access (NOMA)
scheme. Such a technique benefits the mobile network-
ing techniques by enabling massive connections for 5G
mobile networks. The NOMA is known as exploiting the
power domain into a new dimension to distinguish different
users [1] and exhibits increased spectral efficiency over con-
ventional orthogonal multiple access (OMA) scheme, e.g.,
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TDMA/FDMA/CDMA schemes [3]. Unlike the well-known
water-filling scheme, the system relying on NOMA allocates
more power to users under weaker channel condition and
thus maintains user fairness [4]. As a result, the NOMA
system achieves larger total throughput and low latency of
both uplink and downlink as compared to the OMA scheme
[5], [6]. Such features of the NOMA make itself an attractive
option for 5G networks and a serious competitor to other
well-known schemes such as the orthogonal frequency divi-
sion multiple access (OFDMA) [8].

Following the principle of the NOMA scheme, a large
number of users can simultaneously access the same chan-
nel by employing superposition coding at the transmit-
ter and successive interference cancellation (SIC) at the
receiver. To exploit the benefit from spatial diversity, coop-
erative relaying has been explored. In general, relay net-
work where the transmitter and receiver are interconnected
by means of relay node has been introduced as an efficient
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way to extend the coverage and to overcome channel
fading and path loss. The relay network can be classi-
fied into non-regenerative network and regenerative net-
work. The relay of non-regenerative network operates in
non-regenerative mode and the amplify-and-forward (AF)
mode belongs to the non-regenerative mode. On the other
hand, the relay of regenerative network regenerates the
received signal by decoding followed by forwarding. The
decode-and-forward (DF) mode is known as a regenera-
tive mode, i.e. firstly decodes received signal and then
re-transmits decoded signal to the destination. Lately, various
works on the performance of cooperative relay network com-
bined with the NOMA scheme have appeared in the literature
[9]-[14]. Spatial multiplexing in cooperative relay network
combined with the NOMA is presented in [15] to improve
the spectral efficiency. To gain an insight into the successive
interference cancellation (SIC), a relay network relying on
NOMA has been studied in [16] and the important metrics
such as ergodic sum rate with two SIC scenarios has been
considered in [16].

A. RELATED WORK

The full-duplex (FD) communication mode in relay net-
works [17], [18] is important for future wireless networks.
By allowing simultaneous transmission and reception on the
same frequency channel, the FD communication mode can
enhance the spectral efficiency of wireless networks. How-
ever, because of self-interference, significant performance
degradation can incur and due to imperfect RF chain isolation
elimination of the signal leakage becomes challenging. The
concept of relay network applied to the NOMA scheme leads
to form cooperative NOMA scheme, where the near users
that are close to the base station (BS) and thus in better
channel conditions are used as relays to help the far users
in poor channel conditions. Due to spectral efficiency of the
FD communication mode and the flexibility in re-configuring
relay networks, the FD communication can be in-cooperated
with NOMA [19]. Recently, NOMA has been applied in the
air-to-ground (A2G) communication system to improve the
system performance [19]. For UAV-assisted mobile commu-
nication systems, UAV can serve as an aerial BS to offload
part of the traffic from a heavy-crowded multiple access
cellular network to improve the quality of service (QoS).
Moreover, UAV can act as a flying cellular-connected user
equipment (UE) such as cargo delivery applications or even
a mobile relay to transfer data between two widely-separated
end-points [20]. Regarding to multi-antenna UAV, a general
multiple input multiple output (MIMO) NOMA UAV-aided
network was proposed in [21]. They derived formula of the
sum rate and outage performance of UAV-assisted network.
Authors in [22] further considered the physical limitations
of the antenna array and introduce the beam scanning to
enhance the sum rate performance. In a cellular-connected
UAV network, the concurrent uplink is enabled for transmis-
sion between the aerial user equipment (AUE) and a terres-
trial user equipment (TUE) by implementing NOMA [23].
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They considered the rate coverage probability which is known
as the probability that the achievable rate of both the AUE and
TUE exceeds the expected rates. In [24], NOMA multi-way
relaying networks are studied to allow multiple terrestrial
users exchange their mutual information via an AF-based
UAV relay. The authors derived the analytical expressions for
the achievable sum-rate. A model of dual-diversity receivers
on UAVs is applied in a NOMA-aided UAV system and
bivariate Rician shadowed fading channels are adopted [25].
Regarding promising applications of UAV, a UAV relay is
more efficient in an emergency circumstance due to providing
backhaul links to perform signals exchange. While a ground
relay in a disaster area is likely destroyed in a harsh environ-
ment. As an advantage, a UAV relay with its high altitude is
free from dangerous situations in the ground. Furthermore,
a higher UAV altitude provides a better LoS propagation
channel, which makes the AtG link benefit to current cellular
systems and enhance the channel performance. Therefore,
communication services are still be served in an emergency
situation by enabling a UAV serving as an aerial relay. In par-
ticular, the authors in [26]- [33] investigated promising appli-
cations related NOMA, UAYV, vehicle to everything (V2X).
For example, [26] studied NOMA-enabled mobile relaying.
In their study, to serve as a mobile decode-and-forward (DF)
relay, a fixed-wing UAV flies in a circular trajectory to
guarantee a reliable link. In [31], the authors considered a
full duplex NOMA (FD-NOMA)-based decentralized V2X
system model and to meet the requirements of massively
connected devices, different quality of services (QoS).

B. MOTIVATION AND OUR CONTRIBUTIONS

In the foregoing scenarios of NOMA scheme, Rayleigh flat
fading channel model is typically considered for performance
evaluation. In our work, the performance of FD-NOMA
scheme over general wireless channels is represented by
exploiting Nakagami-m fading. It is pointed out that the
Gaussian channel is a special case of the Nakagami channel
with the fading parameter m = 1/2 and the Rayleigh fad-
ing channel is a particular case with the fading parameter
m = 1. Indeed, very few works studied the performance
of FD-NOMA scheme for UAV system over the Nakagami-
m fading channel. Although [26], [27] considered uplink
downlink NOMA -assisted UAV system, however it is neces-
sary to investigate the fundamental impact of communication
channel on the performance of UAV system over Nakagami-
m channel. Therefore, this article provides a general frame-
work to design uplink downlink NOMA-assisted UAV in
practice. This work also shows the relative performance of
the FD-NOMA scheme over the HD-NOMA scheme and a
comparison with result reported in [28] is further considered.

The main contributions of this article are as follows

« Different from [23]- [26], this study presents a FD
UAV for uplink-downlink (UL-DL) in the scenario of
NOMA (termed as FD UL-DL NOMA assisted UAV
system), wherein two sources are able to communicate
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FIGURE 1. System model of UL-DL UAV system relying on NOMA.

simultaneously with their corresponding destinations
via an FD-aided UAV over Nakagami-m fading chan-
nels. Unlike other published work dealing with the
FD-NOMA scheme over specific type of communica-
tion channel such as the Rayleigh fading channel, our
work provides generalized performance evaluation of
the FD UL-DL NOMA -assisted UAV system in the pres-
ence of Nakagami-m channels.

o The closed-form expressions of outage probability for
the HD-NOMA and FD-NOMA modes are derived.
Since they are formulated in terms of various system
parameters, the effect of each system parameter on the
outage probability can be numerically evaluated. For
instance, the effect of ipSIC on the outage probability
can be evaluated to how the system works in practice.
Itis demonstrated in this work that the outage probability
of the system relying on FD-NOMA mode is lower than
that of HD-NOMA mode.

o It can be concluded by analysis and simulation that
the system relying on FD-NOMA scheme can achieve
optimal outage performance with specific power alloca-
tion factor, self-interference level, and the transmit SNR
at sources. Such optimal outage performance achieved
with selected values of system parameters provides the
guideline to design UAV system with highly efficient.

o The derivation of asymptotic outage probability also
provides an important evaluation to design such UAV
system. Compared with OMA-assisted UAV system,
the considered system exhibits more benefits and it
becomes prominent candidate to implement in practice.

o The comparison between our work with results reported
in [28] in terms of outage probabilities provides an
important insight on the behavior of these schemes
according to specific evaluation criteria. Although a few
work studied similar system model with our work, but
such comparison is necessary to evaluate benefits of the
considered UAV system.
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The remainder of this article is structured as follows.
In Section II, the system model of the NOMA-assisted
UAV system is introduced and UL-DL mechanism between
two user pairs is mathematically described. In Section III,
the closed-form expressions of outage probability are derived
for the UAV system relying on HD-NOMA and FD-NOMA
schemes operating over Nakagami-m channels. In Section IV,
the system model in HD mode and throughput performance in
delay limited transmission mode is established. In Section V,
we derive the approximated form of outage probability in
the considered system. Section VI gives simulation results
and corresponding performance analysis, followed by con-
clusions and future directions in Section VII.

Il. SYSTEM MODEL
A. SYSTEM ARCHITECTURE
Consider a scenario where two sources transmit signals to
two different destinations via an intermediate UAV relay,
which is shown as Fig. 1. In this scenario, the UAV oper-
ates as a relay to assist a group of transmitters which are
distributed in one place intending to communicate with their
corresponding destinations distributed in another place.! In
this case, poor channel conditions and/or physical obstruc-
tions are the main reasons for the lack of direct trans-
mission between sources and destinations. Considering an
ideal situation, a perfect Decode and Forward (DF) mode
is required to exactly decode the signal at the UAV. Now,
the question is: how can a common relay help in multiple
access for the UL and DL? To answer this difficult question,
the following system and channel models are proposed in this
study.

First, a DF scheme and FD mode are jointly deployed
at a UAV that performs the role of communication link
serving two source-destination pairs, as in Fig. 1. The first

LAs previous work [26], [27], we limit of our consideration on the two
pairs of users. Similar analysis can be achieved for the case of high number
of users.
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group contains Uj, U3 while U,, Us belong to the sec-
ond group; these users employ the NOMA mechanism.
It should be noted that Uj, U, transmit their signals
simultaneously to the distant users, i.e. U3z, Us, but each
dual-hop transmission corresponds to UL (first hop) and DL
(second hop).

In this scenario, the signal processing procedure occurs
in two hops of the relaying network corresponding the
two time slots. To handle uplink transmission for such a
NOMA-assisted UAV system, both source nodes Ui, Uz
simultaneously transmit signals xi, xp, respectively, in the
first hop; this is performed during the considered first time
slot. We denote &1, hy as two channels that serve the uplink
NOMA. Transmission from the UAV to the destination in
the second hop is considered as downlink and these channels
are denoted by g1, g2. It is assumed these channel follow
the general Nakagami-m distribution [24]. In the FD sce-
nario, to represent residual self-interference, we denote f as
a self-interference channel among transmit/receive antenna
pairs equipped at the UAV. Regarding the ipSIC, interference
channels are denoted as k,, k». In the first phase, the allo-
cated power factors are viP, wvyP so as to distinguish
power levels for the two symbols, i.e. x;, xp, correspond-
ing to separated services for the first phase; v3Pgr, v4Pg
are re-assigned as allocated power for the two symbols in
the second transmission phase, where vy, vy, U3, U4 are the
power allocation coefficients (PACs); finally, P, Pg in this
consideration are the total transmit power at the transmitters
and the relay, respectively. Concurrently, the superimposed
signal /Prusx; + +/PRrusxs is re-transmitted by the relay
to Uz, Ug. It is worth noting that such a UAV can operate
in FD mode which leads to processing delay with small
time epoch. The constraint of power allocation fractions in
NOMA are vi + v, = 1, wv3 + vg4 = 1 and their
assignments have significant impacts on system performance
[27]. Relying on NOMA, SIC is required at both UAV and
destination to detect remaining signals; the two cases need to
be considered carefully, i.e. ipSIC and pSIC. For positioning
of UAV and NOMA users, we consider three dimensional
Cartesian coordinates (x, y, z). First, we present the location
of the sources U;, U, at U (—xUl,O, 0), U, (—xUz,O, 0)
with respect to the origin. The locations of destinations U3z,
Us are U3 (xy;, 0,0), Uy (xg,., 0, 0), respectively. The central
location of the circular trajectory of UAV (R) with radius
r and altitude h is at coordinates O’ (0, i, 0). Considering
@ as the angle of the circle of UAV location with respect
to the x-axis, we can readily represent the location of R at
R(rsin(% — @), h,cos (5 — @)).

Based on the analysis, we can achieve the Euclidean
distances from Uj, U to R and from R to U3, U, are given

respectively as dy, g = \/ r2+ k% + x, + 2rxy, sin (3 — @),
du,g = \/rz + 12 43, + 2rxy, sin (5 — @), dryy =
\/rz + K2+ x%2 — 2rxy, sin (% — CD), and dgy, =
\/rz + 12 +x3, — 2rxy, sin (5 — @).
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B. SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO (SNR) CALCULATION

We first consider FD mode for UL NOMA, x; is first decoded
at the UAV relay to obtain a better channel condition. Then,
x1 is considered to be noise, and indicates poor channel
condition..? The received signal at UAV relay can be given
as

Yr = viy/ Pshixi + vay/Pshaxa + 1R, (1)

where ng is AWGN noise term, og is assumed to be noise

variance for all noise terms.

Therefore, the signal to interference plus noise ratio (SINR)
to detect x; at relay can be formulated similar to [25] and it
is given as

i pslhi|?
vpslhal® + prlf 1>+ 1

@

YR<1 =

where pg 2p / 002 is the transmit signal to noise ratio (SNR)
of source. Similarly, in HD mode, the SINR is rewritten as

D vips|hi|*
R<1 — ’
- vapslhal* + 1

At the UAYV, to detect signal x,, the operation of SIC is
required; it is then carried out at the UAV to help in detection.
In a pSIC situation, the SNR at the relay node to decode x» is
determined in FD mode by

3

SIC Va5 |ha|?
B2 Rl + 1
In HD mode, the SNR is expressed by

SIC ,HD
b = vy pslhal*. 5)

YR<2
When ipSIC occurs at the considered UAV system, these
expressions can be recomputed respectively as

“

yipSIC _ vaps|hal® ©)
B2 vipslie 2 + prlf 2 +17
and
ipSIC,HD vaps|hal®
R<2 = o (7
v sk, =+ 1

where k., ~ T (my,, B,) is an interference term related to

ipSIC; pr = P /o is the transmit SNR at the UAV.
The received signal at destinations U; and Us can be
expressed as follow

Yu, = v3y/Prgixi + v4\/17Rgzxz +nu,. 8)

Regarding the second hop transmission, the destination
intends to decode its own data and hence the SINR can be
achieved at destination U3 by

vsprlgil?

= )
vaprlg® + 1

2Similar as recent work, the synchronization technique to transmit x1, xp
from two sources is beyond the scope of our paper [27].
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However, signal of destination U3 is considered as noise
at destination U4 which intends to eliminate noise before
detecting its own signal; hence, SINR can be achieved at
destination Uy as

u3prlgal?
vsprlgal® + 1

Additionally, destination Us can decode its information
after successful extraction of signal at Uz data and application
of SIC. Then, SNR and SINR at the second destination in the
two cases including pSIC and impSIC, are given respectively
as

J/U4<—l = (10)

SIC
Vo, = vaprlgal’, (11)
and
2
ipSIC v40R|82]
% = (12)
Us vsprlka)? + 1

Ill. OUTAGE PERFORMANCE IN FULL-DUPLEX MODE

As an important metric, this section presents outage prob-
ability in a system containing links over an independent
Nakagami-m fading channel. To evaluate system perfor-
mance, our goal is to present outage behavior and main results
in terms of analytical derivations. It should be mentioned that
the outage probability of an ipSIC is the worst case that can
be provided. In other words, the different scenarios in such
NOMA including HD, FD, pSIC and ipSIC are determined
carefully.

A. OUTAGE PROBABILITY OF THE FIRST USER PAIR
The considered system is one that classifies different users
with corresponding required quality of service (QoS). In this
case, yol is assumed to be the predefined SINR thresholds of
destination Usj.

Recalling that channel is denoted by |z|>. Since this channel
follows a Gamma distribution, we present the probability
density function (PDF) and the CDF of Iz|? respectively as

xmz—l X
0= g e(g) 0

(»5.)
r'\m;, —
B:

m—1
(DT o

n=0

and

B 0 =17 56,

where f7 (.) and Fz (.) represent the probability distribution
function (PDF) and the cumulative distribution function of
random variables (RVs), Z, respectively. The variable 8, is

defined as g, 2 Az / m; with A, and m, representing the mean
and integer fading factor. The symbol I' (.) stands for the
gamma function.

The first user pair is evaluated according to the outage
probability. In this type of NOMA-assisted UAV system,
an outage event for the first user pair is explained as: i)
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relay cannot decode x| correctly,; ii) information x| cannot
be detected by Us. In particular, be denoting y, = 281 — 1 is
required SINR threshold along with target rate R, the exact
outage probability of the first user pair is given by

OP{P = Pr (VRH <Y Yy, < Vol)

=1 —Pr(yR<_1 > J/OI,J/U3 z )/ol)

1
1—Pr <Ih1|22 Yo
V1 Ps

v 2+ oR
(vapsinal+ lf|2+1))

"
x Pr (|g1|2 >0 ) , (15)

(v3 — vawg) or

where Pr (.) is the outage probability function.

We first introduce a proposition to calculate the outage
performance as follow

Proposition 1: The closed-form expression of first user pair
in terms of outage probability can be given by

FD
op!

1
Y

1—Pr<|h]|2z 0 <U2p5|h2|2+,0le|2+1))
U105

1
Y0
x|1—-F,po|——m——
( g1l ((U3—U4]/01),0R)>
1
=1—exp|— Yo
U105 B,

e n n 1
1
<X X2 (M)
| RN
n=0 n;=0n,=0 g m n-ﬂhl
1 n
Y, _
x <—°> (PR)"™ (2 ps)™ "2
U108
1 1
X my mp,
F(mf) ,Bf I"(mhz) ,thz

Yo PR 1 ~(rtmy)

0

X + — I'(np+m
(vmsﬂh. ﬂf) ( 7)

Vol vy . 1 —ny+ny—mp,
X [ A— —_—
viBn  Bn

xI' (nl —n2+mh2)

x exp | — yol
(vs — vavy) PRBe,

mgl—l 1\13
x () (16)

n 1\"3 n3"
0 n3!:3g13 (U3 - U4V()) :OR3

n3=
Proof: See Appendix A.

B. OUTAGE PROBABILITY OF THE SECOND

USER PAIR WITH ipSIC

In this case, y02 is assumed to be the predefined SINR thresh-
olds of destination Uy. In a similar way, the second user pair

164351



IEEE Access

D.-T. Do et al.: UL and DL NOMA Transmission Using FD UAV

exhibits outage behavior, as follow

SIC
OPszIC FD _ p. [ YRe1 < )/01 U y]le[i_z < J/o
ipSIC
Uyy,<1 < ¥4 U Yu, < e
SIC
=1-Pr ()/R(;l > )/0 )/ép(_Z > VO)

vy

ipSIC

x Pr(yuser = viC = ). (D)

L2

where y3 =2f — 1.
Proposition 2: The closed-form expression of the second
user pair in term of outage probability can be computed by

oPPSICID — 1w x Wy, (18)

in which ¥, W, are calculated as shown at the bottom of the
page, in (19) and (20) respectively.
Proof: See Appendix B.

C. OUTAGE PROBABILITY OF THE SECOND USER PAIR IN

pSIC CASE

In this section, we consider a NOMA-assisted UAV net-
work under the existence of pSIC. In principle, SIC or
multilevel decoding can be carried out at the receiver side

to extract superimposed messages transmitted from source
nodes. In this situation, SIC can be carried out for the same
user pair in both the uplink and downlink, and thus the
total system capacity can be maximized. Therefore, to ensure
optimal communications, it is reasonable to consider the
best-case scenario of SIC, in which the residual interference
is extremely small.

In such a case, the expressions of outage probability at
the second user pair can be rewritten as

SIC
op?SICFD _ p [ YR<1 < )/01 U V1€<_2 < Vo
2 =rIr SIC
Uyu,«1 < Vo U VU4 < Vo

SIC
=1—Pr ()/R<—1 > Vo Vhed = 7’02)

W3

pSIC

x Pr (VU4el > ¥p, Yo, = J/oz)- 2D

Wy

Next, we provide an extra proposition as below

Proposition 3: Regarding the outage probability, the expres-
sion of the second user pair in the pSIC case can be expressed
in closed-form by

OPYY P — 1 — w3 x Wy, (22)

_ - 5 LY
i _eXp< Ulﬂsﬂhl) Z Z (nl)( )n'ﬁ" (UIPS>

n=0 n;=0n,=0

Vo

< exp (- wRYs %
v1v205 By

T () B \ V1B B

ny—ny+mp, — 1 n3

UZIOS,th

PR (2 ps)™ ™"
U] IOSﬂhl

1 ylv 1 —ny+ny—mp,
2
( 0 +—> (m1 — na + my, — 1)!
2

n3 VY Ve v o\"
X () (1) (e TS
14 n3! \vivapsBn, V205 B,

n3=0 ng=0

F(n2+n4—n5 —i—m]f)r

2 - (n5 +mg, )
U1 1
oo, —) ,

(ns5 4+ my,) pr™ 01" ps™
» 1 Yo PR n Vo2 n
T (me) B \vipsBu — \viBn

1 yolvz L
) T (my )/Sm"’ ((Ulﬂhl - B

—(nma+ng—ns+
| V()Z'OR | (n2-tng—ns-+myg)
- + -
Br, | vaps By

19
(55) B (1

m 1 5 ne
W, = exp gi: 26: <n6) V_OZ vy P’
U4)0R,3g2 n7) ne!Bgs \ vapr 3 'R

ng=0 n7=0
—(m7+
1 Vi3 1 (r7+mio) viustr
X T +— ' n7 +my,, ——+ ——
[ (mi,) B, \V4Pe ~ Pra viBe, Bk

Y0

1
+ —F m k)
r (mgz) ( 82 (‘U3 —
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1 wf1-—1 r (m 2) (20)
Yo va) PrBg, Clmg) \ 2 B
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in which,

2
% _ (o2, 1 )%

Uy = e v1osPpy  \ V1Bny ' Phy ) v2ps
mhl

() ()

n=0 n;=0n,=0

x pt(v2ps)" ™" (n1 — ny + mp, — 1)

—ni+
§ 1 )/011)2 . L nyTny—np,
T (mny) B> \ViB — Bno

ny—ny+mp, =1 ps

< X (M)

n3=0 ng=0
n3
Vo v2 1 Vo2
X + —
viBn, By ) v2ps
n4
PR

[ (n2 + na + my)

X —mf
r (mf) 'Bf

—ny—ng—my
YaPrR  vovier  Vier 1
X + : (23)
v1psPr, - vIps  Brvaps Br
and
1 1 1 2
Vy=——-T"| mg,, — max VOI ’ Yo
T (mg,) B (v3 — ¥y va) PR V4PR
(24)

Proof: See Appendix C.

IV. OUTAGE PERFORMANCE IN HALF-DUPLEX MODE
AND THROUGHPUT CONSIDERATION

In this section, to enable comparison to the counterpart,
HD mode is deployed in our proposed system. Without
self-interference due to parallel operation of the dual-antenna
at the relay, receivers are required to have lighter signal
processing, and hence performance of HD mode still needs
to be considered in terms of outage probability. Considering
further metrics, throughput performance can be evaluated in
two modes, i.e. FD and HD.

A. OUTAGE PERFORMANCE IN HALF-DUPLEX MODE

In this scenario, to examine the first main metric, we consider
the outage probability. In particular, outage performance of
the first user pair is expressed in HD mode by

1 1
OP{P = Pr (V1€1£1 <Yo,up Y Yus < Vo,HD)

=1-Pr (V1€I£1 z y()l,HD’ Yus Z V()l,HD)
vy ps|h ?
=1-Pr|————>=vm
vwpslha|” + 1

vsprlgil? 1
xPrl ———— >y | (25)
<U4,0R|gl|2 +1 ’

where v ,, = 2281 — 1.
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After several manipulations, the following proposition can
be introduced.

Proposition 4: In HD mode, the outage probability for the
first user pair can be formulated in closed-form as

1 1
_ YHD Y0,HD
OP?D =1-e¢ VISP (v3—uar ) oR Py
my, — n
Y () (i)
ny Jn!'\ v
"m0 w0 108 Bn

X vgl pgl r (n1 + mhz)

§ 1 )/OI’HDU2 . L —hnp—Mmpy
r (mhz) B2\ viBm  Br

n

Mgy — 1
y Z Y0,HD
! 1
nr=0 <U3 - U4V(),HD) ﬁglpR

(26)

Proof: See Appendix D.
In case of ipSIC, outage probability can be expressed for
the second user pair as

- Uy PSICHD _ o
OPlpSlC HD _ p. VR<—1 VOHD YR<2 Y0.HD

ipSIC
Uyu,«1 < Vo up Y V

Y0.HD
=1-Pr (VR<—1 > Yo.up> Vzlepgzc > J/OZ,HD>
Vs
x Pr (VU4<—1 = VO HD> VLZZSIC = V()Z,HD)’
Ye
(27)

where g, = 228 — 1.

Therefore, the outage calculation motivates us to introduce
the following proposition.

Proposition 5: In terms of the ipSIC case in HD mode,
the outage probability for the second user pair can be exactly
computed as

19) PlpSI C.HD

=1— V5 x Vg, (28)
in which,

1 2
Yo.up  1Y0.HD

Us = ¢ UIPSﬂhl v2ps

" V()I,HD !
X Z Z(fﬁ) nnl(Ulﬂm)

n=0 n;=0

L™ r(rz)ﬁrfz Z] Z( )

F hy nz—O n3=0

D1y, "

1O,HD n3y n3

X | ———— v°pgT (n3 + my,
(p) POPT o )

1 vy, T
x ( mw+_) (29)

T (my,) B V2 B

r
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2 6
ny ny VO,HD
BRERC N P
1 ]/02’HDU3 1 —h7 =M,
X M, u. ﬂ + ﬂ_
r (mkz) ﬁkz 4Pg> ko

2
Y U3 1

XF(”7 +mk2,( Z’fg +/3k )lb)
82 2

1
1 r Yo0.HD
T (m ) Mgy, |
82 <U3 - V()’HDU4) PRBg,

X 1—;1“ (m 2) 30)
T (my,) . Br,

Proof: See Appendix E.
In a similar way, the outage probability for the second user
pair under the ipSIC case can be obtained as follow.

Proposition 6: In HD mode and ipSIC case, the second user
pair can be computed in term of outage behavior exactly as

pSIC,HD

opPSICHD _ b YRZ1 < Vo HD U VR<—2 < Y0.uD

2 - SIC 2

Uyu, <1 < )’0 up Y V < Y0.HD

+

pSIC HD 2
=1-Pr (VR<—1 = Vo HD» VR—2 2 J’O,HD>
W7
SIC
x Pr (J/U4<_1 = J/() HD> V54 = y()z,HD)’
Wy
(31
where
VO ap M~ ny ni 1 n
gl n\ Yy P [ Yo,HD
Uy = e 18Py Z Z (m) n!pl (U
n=0 n;=0 T Lpos
! )/O’HDU2 1 —ny—np,
X iy + =
r (mhz) ,th v1 B Bny
1 2
14 (%) 1 Y
x T (ny +my,, [ 2= 4 — ) 22 (32
v1 B, By | vaps
and
1
Meys o
Be,
_ 2
Wg l_,( V() HD Y0,HD
X max )
V4 PR

V() HD U4 PR
(33)
Similarly, the implicit outage derivation in this proposition

can be obtained as for the previously computed position. Due
to the simplicity of the analysis, we do not present it here.
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B. THROUGHPUT PERFORMANCE IN IN DELAY-LIMITED
TRANSMISSION

In this scenario, we consider the throughput in delay-limited
transmission for FD and HD NOMA, respectively. In the first
scenario related to FD, the throughput of the first user pair
corresponding the fixed bit rate R| can be computed by

AP = (1- OPfP) x Ry. (34)
Similarly, the throughput of the second user pair corre-

sponding to fixed bit rate R; in case of ipSIC will become

ipSIC,FD ipSIC, FD)

Al = (1-oP} % Ry. (35)

The sum of the throughput of the system in the case of ipSIC
can be computed by

APSICFD = (1 - OPP) x Ry + (1 - OP

sum

X Ry.
(36)

In addition, the throughput of the second user pair corre-
sponding to fixed bit rate R; in the case of pSIC is given by

AgSIC,FD _ (1 _ OPgSIC,FD) « Ro. 37)

The sum of the throughput of the system in the case of pSIC
at FD mode can be computed by

A = (1= 0PP) x Ry + (1 -

ipSIC, FD)

OPZSIC,FD) « Ry,
(38)

In HD mode, throughput performance can be obtained in
three cases, as follows

AHD (1 - OPHD> x Ry, (39)
Ai217SIC,HD _ (1 OPszIC HD) « Ry (40)

In the case of ipSIC, the sum throughput of the system can be
formulated as

ipSIC,HD __
ASMW[

=(1-0P{P) xRy +(1-0PYI“HP) x s,
(41)

and
ApSIC ,HD < 0 PpSIC HD) Ry. (42)

In HD mode, the sum throughput of the system in the case of
pSIC can be obtained as

AP = (1= OPIP) x Ry + (1= O x Ry,

(43)

V. APPROXIMATION ANALYSIS

Based on the analytical results in (16), (18), (22), (26), (28)
and (31), when p — o0, the asymptotic outage probabilities
of the first and second user pairs for ipSIC/pSIC with e™ ~
1 — x are given as (44)—(47), shown at the bottom of the next
page, (48) and (49), as shown at the bottom of the page 10.

. . A
In this section, we denote 7, =

2 i
Y (Y2 4 1 L
v (Ulﬁh] + ﬂh2> + B *

n+ my,, 8 =
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VI. NUMERICAL AND SIMULATION RESULTS

Simulations are accomplished for system performance
evaluation in MATLAB to obtain impacts of param-
eters on FD UL-DL NOMA-assisted UAV system.

We provide both analytical and simulation results. The
simulation parameters, unless otherwise specified, are

B (dU1R>7a’IBh2 = (dU2R>7avﬂg1 = (dRU3)_a’

1
VY, 1
0P = 1=Pr (1P = 2 (ol + [ P) ) (1= Fppe (——
U1 U3 — U4Y,
-1
() st
= mh
n=0 n;=0 " n,=0 n‘ﬂhl ( ) ) 2
n —nyp—my —n+n1 —my,
() (oo, L i) 2
U viBn By v1 B ,3h2
1 1
— (1= : (44)
n2!,3£12 ( (U3 - U4V()1) Be ) <U3 - U4V() )
SIC,FD "l o vy " Vol !
oo Y ()85 ()5 ()
) 18N
n=0 n;=0 m ny=0n3=0 n'B
o v (ﬁly(%)’h (n —ny +mp, — 1)!191—T1
m,
ml\ v T (m,) 'thhzr (mi,) T (my) By, kr:B
—ny+n3—n;—m 3y
8 15‘13/02 Vol —l—i arm S 291)/0211
() viBn By Bk, vy
X (nz—n3 +ny +my — 1)!(113 + my, — 1)!
mgz—l n
1 1 1
X l-—
( (us — vayy) ,Bg2> MZ=0 na!Bes <U3 - U4J/ol>
| 1 r U4
x | 1= ——=T [ my,,
T (mk,) ? Yo u3Bi, (V3 — ¥g v4)
mg, —1 1 ns 1 —n5—1
1 1
Z <V0U3> (VOU3> F(ns-i-l,—l) ’ 45)
ns=0 ns!Bel \ v vafg, B, (U3 — VY U4)
71—1 n 1 n ny
SIC FD l : v " (v Dy
2 0 0
s E R VSR VS () ()
n=0 n;=0 ny=0n3=0 =0 h
—ny—n3—m
7175 3= 1+ iy — 1T +n3+mf>( 4 o)
m,
T (my) T (mny) B By, vibw v
ng4
1 1 1
x ———[1- , (46)
n4!Bes < (v3 — vayy) ,3g2> (Us - U4V01)
1
D 2. V2%, 2 1
Op?avym =1—-"Pr <|hl| = U—|h2| ) (1 —F|g1‘2 (1)3_—1}4}/01>)
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FIGURE 2. Outage probability comparison of first and second user pairs
related to FD-NOMA /HD-NOMA, and impact of ipSIC /pSIC.

Ber = (druy)™ . Bx, = kBn. Br, = kBg, with k = 0.003;
xy, = 2,xy, = 5,xy; = S5,xy, = 2;r =05, ¢ = 7;
h = 1; path loss exponent « = 0.5. For the sake of
comparison, simulation results of HD-NOMA and HD-OMA
are also presented. The proportional fairness criteria [29],
i.e., equal transmission power (P; = P, = 0.5) and equal
bandwidth (B,, = 0.5) allocated to each user, are considered
for HD-OMA. The strict match curves between the analytical
and simulation results confirms the correctness of the authors
analysis presented here. For the sake of comparison, simu-
lation results of HD-NOMA scenarios is also presented as a
benchmark. Some related parameters are provided in Table 1.

In Fig. 2, outage performance comparison between HD-
NOMA and FD-NOMA is presented under ipSIC/pSIC with

1004

Outage Probability
3 3
t .

o
&

10 .
40 50 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
p (dB)

FIGURE 3. Comparison of outage probability of first user pair between
cooperative FD-NOMA /HD-NOMA with different values of m.

Nakagami-m fading parameter set m = 2. In this figure, it can
be seen that FD-NOMA has significantly better outage per-
formance than that of HD-NOMA, for each case. From this
illustration, it can also be observed that outage performance
of these cases decreases linearly in the low-to-moderate SNR
regime, but saturates in the high SNR regime. Interference
exists due to the mode of ipSIC, which is the main reason
for the occurrence of the performance gap between pSIC and
ipSIC in each mode (i.e. HD and FD).

Fig. 3 shows the performance of outage probability of
NOMA for the first user pair in a comparison of FD and HD
modes under two different fading parameters: m = 1, m = 3.
It can be observed that the larger the fading parameters are,

mpy —1 75— l

0 PlpSIC HD

n+mh2 - 1) (”1 + my, — 1)!8—"1—mk,

-2 )

nOnlf

2,asym

n!n!'T" mhz)

v 2\ ™M 1
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vl v2 v1 B,
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> L)
= mlBe; \vs — vayy

1
1l
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(me,) Be B By

1 —n—mp,+ny
+ —
Bn, )

wlio 1 r(m 4
Clmg) \ 7 ydusBi (vs — viva)

—1 —n3—1
’”gi L (w0 (48)
n3 9 b
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TABLE 1. All parameters in the related simulations.

- Rate By Power allocation factors K p « m
Figure 2 R1 =0.1,R2 = 0.5 0.01 v1 = 0.6,v2 = 0.4,v3 =0.7,v4 = 0.3 0.01 - 0.5 2
Figure 3 R; =0.1,R2 = 0.5 0.01 v1 = 0.6,v2 = 0.4,v3 =0.7,v4 = 0.3 0.01 - 0.5 1] 1,3
Figure 4 Ry =0.1,R2 =0.5 0.01 v] = 0.6,v9 = 0.4,v3 =0.7,v4 = 0.3 0.01 - 05 | 1,3
Figure 5 Ry =0.1,R2 =0.5 0.01 v] = 0.6,v9 = 0.4,v3 =0.7,v4 = 0.3 0.01 10,40 | 0.5 3
Figure 6 Ri=01,R;=05 _ 01 =0.6,02 =0.4,03 =0.7,0s = 0.3 0.03 | 10,40 | 0.1 | 3
Figure 7 R1 =0.1,R2 =0.5 0.01 v1 = 0.6,vg = 0.4,v3 =0.7,v4 = 0.3 0.1 - 0.5 4
Figure 8 R; =0.1 0.01 v1 = 0.6,v2 =0.4,v3 =0.7,v4 = 0.3 0.1 10,40 | 0.5 3
Figure 9 - 0.1 v1 = 0.6,v2 = 0.4,v3 =0.7,v4 = 0.3 0.1 40 0.1 2
Figure 10 Ry =0.1,R2 =0.5 0.01 v] = 0.6,v9 = 0.4,v3 = 0.9,v4 = 0.1 0.1 - 0.5 4
Figure 11 Ry =0.1,R2 =0.5 0.03 v1; = 0.9,v9 =0.1,v3 = 0.6,v4 = 0.4 0.1 — 0.5 2
Figire 12 | R; = 0.1, R = 0.5 0.03 01 = 06,02 =0.4,03 =0.9,03 = 0.1 0.1 _ 05 | 2
Figure 13 R1 =0.5,R2 =0.5 0.003 v1 = 0.65,v2 = 0.35,v3 = 0.9,v4 = 0.1 0.023 - 4 -
Figure 14 R; =0.5,R2 = 0.5 0.003 v1 = 0.65,v2 = 0.35,v3 = 0.9,v4 = 0.1 0.023 - 4 -

the better outage performance NOMA exhibits. The main
reason for this is that a larger fading parameter leads to a
higher diversity order for the user, and hence a lower out-
age probability. Specially, these Nakagami channels become
Rayleigh fading when m = 1; this situation is known as
the worst outage performance. In the case of the second
user pair, a similar observation can be obtained, as shown
in Fig. 4. In this scenario, the pSIC case outperforms the
ipSIC case. The lower performance is the resulted of the exis-
tence of residual self-interference due to ipSIC. Intuitively,
the increase of fading parameters m dramatically decreases
the concerned probabilities. It can be explained that the exis-
tence of line of sight (LoS) for a user with higher channel gain
can dramatically decrease the outage probability.

10°8
>
. 1
= 10"
2 k
< 3
2
A~
- b
1
= ® O P;,:SI(?.FD _Ana,
5 102 F * OP;;SI(,‘ FD _ Ana.
® OPYSIGHD | pna, >
* OPPSIOMP . Ana,
—— FD — Sim.
———.HD - Sim. x
10'3 1 1 1 L
10 5 0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

p (dB)

FIGURE 4. Comparison of outage probability of second user pair in
FD-NOMA /HD-NOMA under impact of ipSIC and pSIC with different
values of m.

Fig. 5 shows that outage performance will be worse at high
levels of interference due to the ipSIC case under the different
given SNRs. It can be seen that higher SNR brings lower
outage performance. In these curves, FD performance is still
better than in the HD case. At approximately k = —5 (dB),
the considered NOMA system stops its transmission, what
is important to maintain a small enough level of interfer-
ence related SIC. The main reason for this is that higher «
causes increased interference in the denominator value of the
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FIGURE 5. Outage probability comparison of second user pair between
cooperative FD-NOMA /HD-NOMA under impact of two values of «.

expression to calculate SINR, which situation leads to outage
behavior.

Fig. 6 shows the outage probability of two user pairs
at different transmit SNRs with respect to how strong the
self-interference channel is. This self-interference channel
is strong due to FD mode, and so outage performance will

100 —— OP}P - Sim.
—— —.OP¥SIOFD _gimy.
OPYSICFD _ i,

O OP[P - Ana.
O ORYSIOFD | Ana,
% OPYS'OTP _ Ana,

107"

e s B Rt R
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Outage Probability
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FIGURE 6. Outage probability comparison of two cases of FD-NOMA
under impact of ipSIC/pSIC different values of ;.

164357



IEEE Access

D.-T. Do et al.: UL and DL NOMA Transmission Using FD UAV

05
045 - ¥ |
4/
04 ® AP- Ana ¥ 5
o APIOPD L f S
035 | M Agsr(ipn - Ana. *'I /‘ b
*  AfP - Ana. ," #”
g 031 * AY SICHD _ Ana, i 7 )
B % APSIGHD _ a0 i !
= 2 ) i
go25f FD - Sim. # o r i
g —— HD — Sim. i/
B oo2f ¥ 1
iy
1} I.
015 ) 1
iox
e
0.1Ff x e '
pe i)
e A A
0.05 f * ‘L 1
A A*
0 -
o 5 0 5 10 15

p (dB)

FIGURE 7. Throughput performance analysis.

be worse. It can be seen that when Bf is in a low range,
i.e. -40 (dB) to -25 (dB), stable outage level is maintained.

Fig. 7 illustrates throughput versus transmit SNR p. It can
be clearly seen that NOMA with pSIC in FD mode exhibits
the highest performance. The first user pair achieves through-
put performance lower than that of the second user pair when
SIC is employed. The main reason is that different power allo-
cation factors result in throughput performance gaps. In this
case, FD mode is better than HD mode in all related cases.
In a high SNR regime, high SNR contributes to throughput
behavior more strongly than do the remaining parameters, i.e.
parameters that belong to imperfect/pSIC, and hence the same
throughput value can occur at very high SNR.

Fig. 8 shows impacts of target rate Ry on outage perfor-
mance in several situations of HD/FD and ipSIC/pSIC. The
interesting point is that higher target rate leads to worse out-
age performance. According to this observation, our system
meets an outage event at R, = 4(bps/Hz) except for NOMA
with ipSIC in FD mode. For an overall evaluation of the
two target rates, i.e. Ry, Ry, we further simulate the outage
performance, with results shown in Fig. VI. It can be shown

& OPPSIOTD _Ana, p=10dB
E * OPYIOFD _ Apa, p=10dB
2 ipSIC,HD - i
[ . OP - Ana., p = 10dB
% v OPPSIGHD _ Ana. p=10dB
B * OP;"“C‘FD - Ana., p = 40dB
o OPIICFD _ Apa. p=40dB
103 * OPPSICHD _ Apa. p = 40dB 3
b » OPPSIOHD _pApa. p=40dB
9 ——FD — Sim.
- HD — Sim.
10—4 1 1 1 L L
0 0.5 1 1.5 2 25 3

Target rate Ry (bits/s/Hz)

FIGURE 8. Outage probability comparison of second user pair in
FD-NOMA/HD-NOMA under impact of ipSIC and pSIC with different of R,.
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FIGURE 9. Outage probability comparison of second user pair in
FD-NOMA/HD-NOMA under impact of ipSIC and pSIC with different data
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FIGURE 10. Sum throughput of system in FD-NOMA/HD-NOMA under
impact of ipSIC and pSIC.
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FIGURE 11. Outage probability comparison of second user pair in NOMA
with OMA.

that the best outage performance occurs when the lowest data
rates are employed.

Fig. 10 provides further information on sum throughput of
FD-NOMA and HD-NOMA. It can be seen clearly that the
pSIC case exhibits higher throughput at high p. This situation
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FIGURE 13. Comparison of outage probability of two user pairs between

cooperative FD-NOMA /HD-NOMA under impact of ipSIC with result
reported in [28].
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FIGURE 14. Comparison of outage probability of two user pairs between
cooperative FD-NOMA /HD-NOMA (pSIC) with result reported in [28].

matches previous simulation results. Fig. 11 confirms that
outage performance in the OMA case is better than that of
NOMA. The main reason for this is that the power splitting
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factor allocated to the two NOMA signals results in worse
outage behavior in the case of NOMA. Other trends can be
seen to be similar to those of previous experiments. Fig. 12
show the lower bound of outage performance for every con-
sidered case.

In Fig. 13, we compare our results with the work [28] in the
case of ipSIC. It is necessary to change our previous param-
eters to consistent with that in [28]. In particular, the outage
performance of the first user pair with both FD and HD modes
in our paper is better than that in [28] in entire range of p.
While considering the second user pair with FD mode in our
result only outperforms that that in [28] at the range of p
from O to 23 dB. Similar trend of the second user pair can
be seen clearly in HD mode, but our result exhibits better
performance at the range of p from 0 to 30 dB. In Fig. 14,
similar comparison can be achieved for our paper and the
work in [28] in the case of pSIC.

VII. CONCLUSION

In this investigation, a novel NOMA-based uplink/downlink
UAV system has been suggested that considers impacts of
main factors such as different fading parameters of the
Nakagami-m channel. Specifically, by employing FD at the
UAV and SIC technique at the receivers, system benefits
from the ability of the UAV as a relay to serve two user
pairs simultaneously, without requirement of extra band-
width. On the other hand, the limitation of self-interference
due to FD mode provides reasonable outage and throughput
performance. These metrics lead to improve data transmis-
sion efficiency. This is certainly an important achievement
in that we have analyzed the performance of the considered
system serving two pairs of users and derived closed-form
expressions for the outage probability of each user pair. The
theoretical derivations were confirmed and are in strict agree-
ment with the simulation results. Our future concern will be
enhancement design of NOMA-assisted UAV system to serve
multiple pairs of users.

APPENDIX A

PROOF OF PROPOSITION 1

By implementing order statistics of separated components,
OPf D can be obtained

1
7
oPP=1—(1-F - #(vzpslhzl%rmelflzﬂ)
s

w
1
Yo

x [1=F, o —20——
91\ (03 — vand) r

(A1)

w?

To address final outage event, we computed these outage
expressions as follows

1
Y
2 (vamslhol + ol +1)

w = I_Flhllz
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After the implementation of the calculation, we have
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To further computation, we have
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Plugging above values of (A.4) and (A.5) into (A.1) we
obtain the final formula.
This is end of proof.

APPENDIX B
PROOF OF PROPOSITION 2
After simple manipulations, we have following equation as

SIC
v =Pr (]/R<—1 = Vo y;{;z = VO)
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vz 052 o2
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After placing the following variables x = |f|?,y = |ha|?, z =
|k, |> and performing calculations, we have
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2
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It is noted that the last step can be achieved by using trinomial
expansion [ [34], eq. (1.111)]. Plugging (B.3) in (B.2), after

some manipulatons with the help of [ [34], eq. (3.381.3),
eq. (3.381.4) and eq. (8.352.2)], we have

(B.3)
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where 71 = n1 —ny +myp, and ¥ = B + ﬁh
Finally, replacing (B.5)) into (B.4), we obtain final formula
of ;.

To achieve ¥;, we have
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It can be shown that
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Finally, by using the last equation follows the fact that
o0

[ x""lem#dx = u'T (v, pu) in [30, eq. (3.381.3)] we can
obtain

mg, =1 pg ny ny
Y S () 0
ne! By
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and
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Substituting (B.9)) and (B.10) into (B.7), we obtain the final
formula of 5.
It completes the proof.

(B.10)

APPENDIX C

PROOF OF PROPOSITION 3

Similar with steps in Proof of Position 2, W3 can be calculated
as (C.1), shown at the bottom of the next page. While Wy can
be computed as

SIC 2
= Pr (VU4<—1 > VO ‘}/54 > y0>

viprlg2)?
=Pr| ———"—
v4prlg2l” + 1

1 2
= Pr( Ig21* > max Yo —, Yo
U30R — Vo V4PR VA4PR

1 1 1 2
= —F mgz s o max yo 1 ’ yO .
I (myg,) Bg, U3PR — Yy V4PR UV4PR

(C.2)

> vy, vaprlgal® = J/02>

It completes the proof.

APPENDIX D

PROOF OF PROPOSITION 4

By implementing order statistics of separated components,
OPf D can be obtained
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To address final outage event, it need be computed these
outage expressions as follows
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where E {.} indicates the expectation operator. After the
implementation of the calculation, we have
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Plugging above values of (D.4) and (D.5) into (D.1) we obtain
the final formula.

APPENDIX E
PROOF OF PROPOSITION 5
After simple manipulations, we have following equation as
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After placing the following variables y = |hy|?, z = |k,|* and

performing calculations, we have
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In this case, the last step can be performed by using trinomial
expansion [ [34], eq. (1.111)]. Plugging (E.3) into (E.2), and

This is end of proof. after making some manipulations with the help of [ [34],
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eq. (3.381.3), eq. (3.381.4)and eq. (8.352.2)], it is given by
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Finally, replacing (E. 5) into (E.4), we have
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In HD mode, because yy, 1 and Vliﬁ sic
pared to the full duplex mode, we have

are unchanged com-
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This is end of proof.
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