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ABSTRACT Controlling the defect in the perovskite absorber layer is a very crucial issue for developing
highly efficient and stable perovskite solar cells (PSCs) as it exhibits the existence of unavoidable defects
even after the careful fabrication process. In this study, the presence of defects in the perovskite layer has
been evaluated through the analysis of its structural and optical properties. Then the investigations on the
impact of defect density on perovskite absorber layer and its associated solar cell parameters have been
carried out by numerical simulation utilizing SCAPS-1D software. Besides the defect density, the thickness
of the absorber layer has also been varied to find optimum values of cell parameters. It has been found
that when the thickness of absorber and shallow defect density is increased from 200 nm to 800 nm and
1× 1013 cm−3 to 1 × 1018 cm−3 respectively, power conversion efficiency (PCE) is varied from 26.7%
to 0.90%. However, when the thickness and deep defect density are raised from 200 nm to 800 nm and
1 × 1013 cm−3 to 1× 1016 cm−3, respectively, the PCE is varied from 19.3% to 6.15%. It is revealed that
optimum absorber thickness is 550 nm and the tolerances of shallow level and deep level defect density are
1× 1017 cm−3 and 1× 1015 cm−3, respectively.

INDEX TERMS Perovskite, defect tolerance, shallow level defect, deep level defect, SCAPS-1D.

I. INTRODUCTION
Perovskite solar cells (PSCs), which include perovskite struc-
tured compound as a light absorber layer, have quickly
appeared as the most favorable photovoltaic technology.
It is because of the noble electrical and physical prop-
erties of perovskite such as direct (1.5 eV) and tunable
bandgap (1.2 eV to 3.17 eV), low exciton binding energy
(∼20 meV) at room temperature [1]–[3], high bipolar
conductivity (10−2 − 10−3 Scm−1), high carrier mobil-
ity (∼20 cm2V−1s−1 ) [4], [5], high absorption coefficient
(1.5 × 104 cm−1 at 550 nm), long electron-hole diffusion
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length (more than 175 µm for CH3NH3PbI3 and more than
380 µm for CH3NH3PbI3−xClx), high charge carrier lifetime
(>15 µs), easy solution processability, competitive cost and
sufficient availability on earth [6]–[8].

Despte the immense advantages of perovskite absorber
layers, the presence of defects plays a negative role in
the cell performance as these defects create hysteresis [9],
non-radiative recombination [10], charges trapping [11],
charges scattering [12], ion-migration [13] in PSCs.

These defects are responsible for limiting the power con-
version efficiency (PCE) of PSCs up to 25.2%, far below
the thermodynamic PCE limit of ∼31% for MAPbI3 [14].
Moreover, these defects also noticeably affect the long-term
stability of PSCs [15]. Therefore, it is highly desirable to
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develop high-performance PSCs with efficient control of the
defects in the perovskite absorber layer.

Since it is a great challenge to develop a defect-free per-
ovskite layer, the initial aim of this research was to propose
a careful procedure of preparing a perovskite film with zero
defect or less defect. But PL spectroscopy of the developed
film has shown the presence of the defect. Then it has been
planned to execute the research in two steps. The first step
identifies the presence of defects in perovskite absorber layer
by experimental methods that validate the literature of this
study and the second step evaluates the impact of both shallow
level and deep level defect on PCE and some other cell param-
eters of PSCs by numerical simulation. Besides, the effects
of the absorber layer’s thickness variation have also been
discussed. In this study, SCAPS-1D has been used to study
cell performances and to provide guidance for designing
efficient PSCs.

II. DEFECTS AT PEROVSKITE LAYER
A. SHALLOW LEVEL DEFECT & DEEP LEVEL DEFECT
As metal halide perovskites show high radiative efficiency,
PSCs have better power conversion efficiency than many
other kinds of solar cells such as dye-sensitized solar
cells, organic solar cells, cadmium telluride solar cells,
etc. [14]–[16]. Despite this remarkable property, when per-
ovskites are interfaced into devices, they face a higher
non-radiative loss than inorganic materials like gallium
arsenide [17]. This occurs due to the defects in the perovskite
absorber layer. These defects appear as point defects such
as atomic vacancies, interstitials, and anti-site substitutions
or higher dimensional defects such as dislocations, grain
boundaries, and precipitates [18]. The creation of single point
defects by environmental conditions associated with the reg-
ular properties of the crystal structure of the semiconductor.
Moreover, the formation energy of point defects also depends
on the conditions of the film fabrication process such as pre-
cursor concentrations, precursor ratio, solvents, temperature,
and doping, etc. which can be expressed by the following
equation (1) [19].

Ef = Ev − Esc + µc (1)

where, Ev and Esc are the total energy of the vacancy
defect system and defect-free super cell structure, respec-
tively. µc is the chemical potential of lead iodide (PbI2) or
methyl ammonium iodide (MAI). To attract trap-free car-
riers, the presence of a point defect could generate a car-
rier recombination center within the semiconductor bandgap
which will form shallow or deep electron transition levels
in the forbidden region [20]. Shallow transition energy level
(STEL) is formed if point defect possesses the lowest for-
mation energy [19], [21]–[26]. This defect trap exists near
the conduction band minimum (CBM) or valance band maxi-
mum (VBM), which gives more chance to the trapped carrier
for detrapping. Moreover, in STEL, the charge recombination
rate is low, which stimulates the carrier mobility and enhances
photovoltaic efficiency [20].

On the other hand, the deep defects trap (DDT) in per-
ovskite prevents the PCE of PSCs to reach the Schockley-
Queisser limit [27]. The deep transition energy level is
formed if point defects possess the highest formation
energy [19], [21]–[26]. It is also known as the Shockley-
Read-Hall recombination center. Due to this recombina-
tion center, the trapped carrier annihilates or recombines
with an opposite carrier before it can be emitted. This
incident intensely reduces the quantum efficiency of pho-
toluminescence and photovoltaic efficiency of solar cells.
The Shockley- Read- Hall recombination is expressed in
equation (2) [28]–[30].

RSRH =
ϑσ nσ pNT

(
np− n2i

)
σ p
(
p+ p1

)
+ σ n (n+ n1)

(2)

where σn and σp are capture cross-sections for electrons and
holes respectively, is electron thermal velocity, NT is defect
density, ni is intrinsic number density, n and p are the con-
centrations of electrons and holes respectively at equilibrium,
n1 and p1 are the concentrations of electrons and holes in
trap defect and valance band, respectively. RSRH is directly
proportional to the defect density of the perovskite absorber
layer. Moreover, charge diffusion length, carrier lifetime,
steady-state electron/hole density are decreased due to the
presence of DDT. The relation between diffusion length,
carrier mobility, and lifetime is expressed in equation (3) [31].

L =

√
µ (e, h)RT

q
τ lifetime (3)

Here, L,µ (e, h), and τlifetime are the diffusion length, the elec-
tron and hole mobility, and the minority carrier lifetime,
respectively. Meanwhile, τlifetime depends upon the defect
trap density and capture cross-section area for electrons and
holes. The relation between τlifetime and bulk defect density is
expressed in equation (4) [31].

τ lifetime =
1

NTσvth
(4)

Here σ , vth and NT represent the capture cross-section area
for electrons and holes, the thermal velocity of carriers, and
defect density, respectively. Higher-dimensional defects such
as grain boundaries and surface traps are considered to be
composed of deep-level defects and thus are significantly
liable for the non-radiative recombination process.

B. IDENTIFICATION OF DEFECTS
Defect states and their spatial locations have been identified
through some characterization methods in several types of
research. To date, measurements of time-integrated photo-
luminescence (PL) [32], [33], time-resolved PL [32]–[34],
microwave conductivity, and femtosecond transient absorp-
tion [35] have found and estimated the densities of bulk
defect states in the perovskite layer. Femtosecond tran-
sient absorption microscopy (TAM) and time-integrated pho-
toluminescence (PL) microscopy are optical, contactless,
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and noninvasive methods that quantify the spatial distri-
butions of electronic excited-states and map the emission
propensity at the exact same spatial locations in the sam-
ple [36]. Also, confocal fluorescence microscopy associated
with scanning electron microscopy demonstrates the local
fluorescence lifetime imaging that offers a path through
which perovskite layer processing modifications can be stud-
ied to evaluate their effects on this layer carrier recombi-
nation [37]. Ultraviolet photoemission spectroscopy (UPS)
technique is used to probe the preferential trapping of charge
carriers on perovskite surfaces [35]. Moreover, the origin of
the radiative recombination center of photoexcited charges
in the perovskite layer is investigated by scanning near-field
optical microscopy and atomic forcemicroscopy (AFM) [38].
Beside these effective experimental characterization tech-
niques, the most popular and versatile computational quan-
tum mechanical modeling method named density functional
theory (DFT) is used to investigate perovskites’ defects prop-
erties theoretically [39].

Nowadays it is a matter of great success that, some
techniques, such as passivation approach (chemical surface
treatments), production of light-soaking films, etc. are used
to reduce the non-radiative loss in perovskite films [15].
Though these processes lead toward defect-free materials,
still the defects in perovskite layers are unavoidable in any
circumstance.

III. METHODOLOGY
A. EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN AND PROCEDURE
Aiming to develop a defect less perovskite absorber layer,
at first the halide perovskite (CH3NH3PbI3) precursor solu-
tion for spin-coating was prepared by mixing MAI (0.241 g)
with PbI2 (0.084 g), maintaining a molar ratio of 3:1,
in anhydrous N, N -dimethylformamide (DMF) (326 µl).
Then 81.5 µl Dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) was added to this
solution. That solution was stirred at 800 rpm for 60 minutes
at 650 C to produce a perovskite solution. After that, the per-
ovskite solution was spin-coated onto pre-cleaned glass sub-
strates at 6000 rpm for 30 seconds. Finally, the samples were
thermally annealed at 1000 C for 60 minutes in an N2-filled
glovebox to form perovskite films.

B. CHARACTERIZATION
Structural and crystalline properties of the as-grown films
were examined by the BRUKER AXS-D8 ADVANCE X-ray
diffractometer at room temperature. X-ray diffraction (XRD)
patterns were recorded in the 2θ range of 100 to 400 with
a step size of 0.050 using Cu Kα radiation wavelength,
λ = 0.15408 nm. Grain size, surface morphology, and
cross-sectional view were observed by using Carl Zeiss Mer-
lin field emission scanning electron microscope (FESEM)
operated at 3 kV. PL spectroscopy is performed to analyze
defects in the developed metal halide perovskite films, as it is
a useful characterization method for identifying the defects
in semiconductors. PL measurements were carried out on

FIGURE 1. Schematic diagram of a planar structure of PSC.

FIGURE 2. Relative energy band diagram of different layers in PSC.

an FLS 920 (Edinburgh Instruments Ltd.) fluorescence spec-
trometer in which 450-watt xenon lamp was used as the exci-
tation source at room temperature. The developed perovskite
film was excited by the light of 500 nm wavelength, elected
by the excitation monochromator. Finally, the luminescence
from the film was detected by a photo multiplier tube after
passing through an emission monochromator.

C. NUMERICAL SIMULATION
Different kinds of structures of PSCs have been explored
to date, such as mesoporous, planar, and inverted planar
architectures. The planar architecture has been planned to be
studied using numerical simulation, where the metal halide
perovskite absorber layer is the most dominating part of the
PCE of the cell. In this study, the planar architecture as
FTO/WO3/CH3NH3PbI3/Spiro-OMeTAD/Au has been con-
sidered, which is shown in figure 1 and its energy level
diagram [40] is shown in figure 2. According to figure 1,
the perovskite absorber layer is sandwiched between elec-
tron transport layer (ETL), made of WO3 and hole transport
layer (HTL), made of Spiro-OMeTAD, whereas the fluorine
doped tin oxide (FTO) and gold (Au) are used as a transparent
front contact and top metal back contact, correspondingly.
Though TiO2 has been being used widely as ETL, it has
not been chosen in the proposed solar cell because of its
low electron mobility, which causes the reduction in cell
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TABLE 1. Selected parameters for numerical simulation.

efficiency as a result of charge accumulation at the inter-
face of ETL and perovskite. Here WO3 is considered as
the ETL for its high electron mobility (10-20 cm2V−1s−1),
which results in efficient transportation of photogenerated
electron. Besides, WO3 is chemically stable in a corrosive
environment [41].

Table 1 shows the simulation parameters, which are sum-
marized from various reported works [40]–[49]. The param-
eters were chosen based on literature to make sure that the
obtained results from the simulation baseline have the proper
indication of a real-world scenario.

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A. FILM MORPHOLOGY
It is revealed that as-deposited film exhibits crystalline prop-
erties by the ocular study. Intermolecular bond and lay-
ered structure have been found compact through FESEM
image.

Figure 3(a) shows a top view, and 3(b) shows the cross-
sectional FESEM image of the as-grown perovskite layer.
The film shows compact irregular granular morphology and
reveals dense microstructure. The grain size has been mea-
sured by image-J software, and the average grain size has
been found 114.08 nm.

FIGURE 3. Perovskite film morphology (a) top view and (b)
cross-sectional image.

FIGURE 4. XRD peak of as-deposited perovskite layer (Inset shows the
XRD patterns of a degraded perovskite film).

B. EVALUATING DEFECTS FROM
STRUCTURAL PROPERTIES
Figure 4 shows the XRD patterns of the perovskite film
deposited on FTO-substrate, where 2θ angle ranged from
100 to 400. The diffraction peaks were detected at 2θ angles
of 14.10, and 28.40 in perovskite film, where the peaks
were assigned to the (110), and (220) crystal planes, respec-
tively. These intense high peaks indicate the formation of
perovskite’s tetragonal phase [60]. Though the stronger and
sharper diffraction peak at 2θ = 14.10 proves the high
crystallinity of perovskite, a weak peak was observed around
12.70, which corresponds to the unconverted PbI2.
Additionally, inset in figure 4 shows the degraded per-

ovskite on FTO-substrate. An additional peak at 2θ angle of
12.480 has been observed which leads to PbI2. This intense
PbI2 peak implies the presence of defect or degradation of the
perovskite layer or ion mitigation or process limitations [50].
The β value has been observed 0.380 which is quite high
in comparison to the reported value of 0.10 [50]. Higher β
value represents the deterioration of film’s crystalline prop-
erties [51]. Thus, it confirms the presence of defects in the
fabricated sample.
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FIGURE 5. PL Spectroscopy for the developed perovskite absorber layer.

The average particle size or crystallite size has been calcu-
lated from the broadening of the (110) peak using Scherrer’s
equation (5) [52].

L (hkl) =
0.9λ
ßcosθ

(5)

where L, λ, ß, and θ are the crystallite size, wavelength,
FWHM, and the angle between the incident and scattering
planes, respectively. Crystalline size has been calculated and
ranges from 210.2 Å to 284.1 Å. Crystallinity percentage has
been achieved to 72% from XRD analysis. Grains with dif-
ferent relative orientations and positions create the difference
in phase variations when a light wave is scattered by them.
A large number of grains with different orientations create
displacement of the atom while forming crystal lattice [51].
The lattice strains exhibit displacement of atoms from their
original lattice positions. This displacement in crystal lattice
creates defects or traps in the film. Moreover, the lower value
of strain signifies higher crystallinity [33]. The strain has been
calculated by the following relation of equation (6) [53].

ε =
β

4tanθ
(6)

Here, ε is the strain. The strain value has been calculated and
found at 14.62 × 10−3. Dislocation density (δ) is another
important factor for determining the crystallographic prop-
erties of the thin film. Dislocation is caused by the imperfec-
tions in crystal orientation. It is measured by Williamson and
Smallman’s relations equation (7) [54].

δ =
1

L2
(7)

Here, δ is the dislocation density, and L is crystallite size. The
δ value has been obtained at 2.26× 10−3 nm−2 (max). From
the structural analysis, it is evident that the fabricated film has
various types of defects in its crystalline structure.

C. EXAMINING OF DEFECTS FROM OPTICAL PROPERTIES
From the study of PL spectroscopy shown in figure 5, emis-
sion peak is found around 788 nm wavelength of light, equiv-
alent to 1.57 eV photon energy representing the bandgap (Eg)
of the developed lead iodide perovskite thin films, which is
a fairly good agreement with the reported band gap values of
metal halide perovskites [1].

Though a sharp peak is expected for the defect less
semiconductor, a significant amount of line broadening is
observed in PL spectroscopic image. Line broadening 0(T)
can be expressed as equation (8), which is the sum over the
various contributions [55]–[57].

0(T) = 00 = 0ac + 0LO + 0imp (8)

Here, 00 represents temperature-independent inhomoge-
neous broadening, which is the effect of scattering due to
imperfections and disorder [55], [56], [58]. The second and
third terms (0ac and 0LO) represent homogeneous broad-
ening, which is found to form acoustic and LO phonon
(Fröhlich) scattering, respectively [55], [56], [58], [59]. The
final term, 0imp, phenomenological accounts for scattering
from ionized impurities [55], [56].

Since defects are nothing but the imperfections, it can be
mentioned that all types of defects are also the reasons behind
the 00 term in line broadening of equation 8. So, defects play
an important role behind the reason for line broadening in
PL spectroscopy along with different types of phonon scat-
terings. The existence of several types of defects in the devel-
oped perovskite absorber layer suggests developing the layer
more carefully for avoiding defects. However, it seems to be
extremely challenging to produce defect less film. So, before
further developing the absorber layer with zero defects or
fewer defects, it is planned to analyze the dependency level
of solar cell efficiency on the defects in the perovskite layer.
Among various types of defects, shallow level defects, and
deep level defects are focused on analyzing their effects on
the solar cell parameters using numerical simulation.

D. IMPACT OF SHALLOW DEFECT TRAP
The impact of the shallow defect trap (SDT) has been investi-
gated by numerical simulation. In this study density of defect
has been varied from 1013 to 1018 cm−3 while its impact on
planar PSC has been recorded and depicted in figure 6.

The thickness of the absorber layer of perovskite is needed
to be optimized to get the best photovoltaic performances
of a solar cell. This layer must be sufficiently thick enough
to take full advantage of light absorption. Again, too much
thick absorber layer can increase electron-hole recombina-
tion, whichmay reduce efficiency. Thus, it is needed to be thin
as well to the proficient collection of photogenerated carriers.

Figure 6a depicts the variation of power conversion effi-
ciency η with respect to absorber layer thickness and defect
density. The thickness of the perovskite layer has been varied
from 200 nm to 800 nm. Efficiency has been increased with
the increment of thickness. Here observed highest efficiency
is 26.7% for the thickness of 800 nm. However, it has been
found that when thickness increases from 550 nm to 800 nm;
there was a nominal increment of efficiency. Thus, the opti-
mized thickness of the perovskite layer can be considered
550 nm, which provides an efficiency of 24.32%. From the
same figure, it has been revealed that the η varies from
26.7% to 0.90% for the variation of defect density from
1× 1013 cm−3 to 1 × 1018 cm−3 when the thickness varies
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FIGURE 6. Impact of shallow defect trap. (a) Impact on power conversion
efficiency (η), (b) Impact on short circuit current density (Js), (c) Impact on
open-circuit voltage (Vo) and (d) Impact on fill factor (FF).

from 200 nm to 800 nm. The best photovoltaic η is obtained
by 26.7% for the defect density of 1× 1013cm−3.
As shown in figure 6b, the short circuit current density

Jsc decreases from 24.20 mAcm−2 to 1.3 mAcm−2 when
the defect density of the perovskite absorber layer increases
from 1 × 1013 cm−3 to 1 × 1018 cm−3. The open-circuit
voltage (Voc), originated from the energy difference between
the photo-excited free electrons and holes [20], reduces from
1.37 V to 1.0 V (figure 6c) and the fill factor (FF) decreases
from 78.65% to 62.35% (figure 6d) when the defect density
of perovskite absorber layer increases from 1×1013 cm−3 to
1×1018cm−3. In this study, when the defect density is varied
from 1 × 1017 cm−3 to 1 × 1018 cm−3 at 550 nm thickness,
the efficiency η is degraded drastically from 18.4% to 0.90%.
So, the tolerance of defect density is up to 1 × 1017 cm−3.
In the case of MAPbI3, despite the detrapping of charges cap-
tured by SDT, the recombination rate can be very high with-
out compromising the performance of PSCs. This is because
the emitted photons would probably be reabsorbed by the
perovskite. As expected, the photons get ‘‘recycled’’ before
charge extraction by the respective electrodes. Moreover, the
charge diffusion length of MAPbI3 is reported covering a
large range from several hundreds of nanometers to microm-
eters. This demonstrates that, as long as the free charge is
not trapped and non-radiatively recombined via deep-level
defects, it can be fully extracted from the perovskite and
yield high PCE [20]. So, the presence of SDT is not a major
problem for perovskite.

E. IMPACT OF DEEP DEFECT TRAP
The impact of deep defect trap (DDT) is discussed with the
assistance of figure 7. The position of deep transition energy
level is in the middle of the forbidden energy gap of the
perovskite layer. For the variation of deep defect density from

FIGURE 7. Impact of deep defect trap. (a) Impact on power conversion
efficiency (η), (b) Impact on short circuit current density (Js) (c) Impact on
open-circuit voltage (Vo), and (d) Impact on fill factor (FF).

1 × 1013 cm−3 to 1 × 1016 cm−3 and the absorber layer
thickness from 200 nm to 800 nm, the efficiency η varies from
19.30% to 6.15% (figure 7a). The best photovoltaic efficiency
η is 19.30%, which has been found for the defect density of
1 × 1013cm−3. It is observed that the efficiency η decrease
with the increasing value of defects density in the perovskite
layer.

As shown in figure 7b, the Jsc slowly decreases from
24.16 mA/cm2 to 15.62 mA/cm2 when the deep defect den-
sity of the perovskite layer increases from 1× 1013 cm−3 to
1 × 1016cm−3. The Voc reduces gradually from 1.23 V to
0.75Vwhen the defect density increases from 1× 1013 cm−3

to 1 × 1016 cm−3 as shown in figure 7c. The decrement of
Voc and Jsc is due to the recombination of the carrier with
the localized energy level. Fill factor (FF) value decreases
from 65.30% to 30.90% with the increment of defect density
(figure 7d). In this investigation, when deep defect den-
sity increases from 1 × 1014 cm−3 and above, the effi-
ciency η drastically reduces from 16.01% to 6.15%. Thus,
the tolerance of defect density for the deep level defect
is lower than the shallow level defect, and it is up to
1× 1015 cm−3.

V. CONCLUSION
This study evaluates the presence of defects in the per-
ovskite layer by a thorough investigation of its structural
and optical properties. By studying its structural properties,
an inadmissible peak has been observed from its XRD graph,
which affirms the presence of defects in the film. Again,
line broadening in PL spectroscopy of the carefully devel-
oped film proves the presence of defects as well. Among
different types of defects in the perovskite absorber layer,
the SDT and DDT both have detrimental effects on the
PSCs performances. These effects have been clearly realized

VOLUME 8, 2020 106351



S. Mahjabin et al.: Perceiving of Defect Tolerance in Perovskite Absorber Layer for Efficient PSC

from the simulation results, conducted by the SCAPS-1D for
PSCs considering the architecture FTO/WO3/CH3NH3PbI3/
Spiro-OMeTAD/Au.

Simulation results show that, when shallow level defect
density in the perovskite absorber layer is increased from
1× 1013 cm−3 to 1 × 1018 cm−3, the PCE decreases
from 26.7% to 0.9%. For deep level defects, PCE
decreases from 19.30% to 6.15% due to the increment of deep
defect density from 1 × 1013 cm−3 to 1 × 1016cm−3 in the
perovskite absorber layer. The optimum absorber thickness
has been found 550 nmwhile the tolerances of density of shal-
low level and deep level defect have been found 1× 1017cm3

and 1 × 1015cm−3 respectively. Therefore, the photovoltaic
efficiency of perovskite solar cells reduces more for deep
level defects compared to shallow level defects. Through
these simulation results it is clear that, if the perovskite
absorber layer of proposed thickness is developed within
these tolerance levels of defects, it can be used in developing
the complete solar cell for getting higher cell efficiency.
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