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ABSTRACT The large mass of various products/services accessible on the Internet has motivated the
development of recommender systems to refine the selection of items aligned with users’ expectations.
Recommender systems have been developed to tackle the item targeting problem. They are crucial tools that
quickly target items fitting users’ needs, thus allowing them to easily identify the items that fit their tastes and
preferences. Following state-of-the-art methods, a distinction is made between content-based recommender
approaches and collaborative filtering-based recommender approaches. Collaborative filtering-based rec-
ommender approaches are the most widely adopted methods. They are divided into memory-based methods
that show the advantage of their easy-understandability, and model-based methods that are data sparsity
resilient and high-accurate. In this paper, we propose a hybrid model-based recommendation approach,
a combination of a user-based approach and an item-based approach. Our method estimates the probability
with which a user would rate an item. It performs a Bayesian inference of future end-user interests and shows
the advantage of the easy-understandability of memory-based methods and the effectiveness of model-based
methods. Experiments are conducted on real-world datasets and show that our method outperforms several
state-of-the-art recommendation methods regarding the prediction accuracy and the recommendation quality.

INDEX TERMS Bayesian inference, recommender system, Dirichlet distribution, collaborative filtering,

maximum a posteriori estimation.

I. INTRODUCTION

The rapid growth of the Internet has boosted the increase
of rich and varied content (videos, films, music, articles,
services etc.). However, the diversity and the large num-
ber of items accessible by users complexify the selection
of items aligned with users’ needs [1], [2]. To address the
information overload problem, Recommender Systems (RS)
have been developed to refine the items’ targeting. Therefore,
RS are decision support tools for end-users. According to
the literature, RS are organized into content-based methods
and Collaborative Filtering (CF)-based methods [3]. Content-
based methods rely on the past users’ experiences in order to
predict their future interests. They are strongly focused on
the target user’s profile, and therefore they are not effective
in case of poor user profile [4]. To overcome content-based
methods limitations, CF-based approaches lay on profiles of a
group of users who share the same or similar tastes. CF-based
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methods are built on the assumption that within a group of
users with preferences identical or similar to those of a target
user, the historical data of some of them can be used to predict
the future interests of the target user [5]. CF-based approaches
are very popular and organized into memory-based CF and
model-based CF [6]. From a users’ rating matrix, memory-
based methods rely on computations of inter-user similari-
ties according to user-based CFs, or inter-item similarities
regarding item-based CFs [7]. They are easy-explainable and
simple-implementable but show poor performances in case
of users’ data sparseness [8]. Meanwhile, model-based meth-
ods are complex but show a high precision even for large
datasets [9]. They alleviate the data sparsity problem and the
cold start problem [10]. Indeed, they are effective even when
users’ data are insufficient or when a new user or a new item is
added to the system and no relevant information are available
to improve the related recommendation.

The matrix factorization technique is widely adopted for
the implementation of model-based CFs [11]. This tech-
nique performs a reduction of the original data matrix.
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Following the matrix factorization technique, the prediction
of the target user’s interests is carried out on a reduced data
matrix. Consequently, relevant data are lost during the latent
feature modeling that is a hard masterable process [7]. The
data lost during the matrix factorization process affects the
prediction accuracy and therefore the item targeting preci-
sion. To alleviate the item targeting problem, in this paper,
we propose a hybrid recommender system that uses Bayesian
estimation to predict users’ interests. Our proposal combines
a user-based approach and an item-based approach to assess
the probability with which a user rates an item. In other words,
the user’s sensitivity relative to a given item is estimated by
maximizing the posterior probability with which a user rates
an item. Recall that, the user-based approach of our model
refers to infer the probability with which a user rates an item
knowing that users with similar profiles have rated the item;
while the item-based approach of our model refers to estimate
the probability with which an item is rated by a user knowing
that similar items have been rated by the user.

Our contribution in this paper is highlighted by the pro-
posal of a hybrid Bayesian recommender model showing the
advantage of the easy-explainability of memory-based CFs
and the effectiveness of model-based CFs. Indeed, although
high-effective, the hard-understandability of model-based
CFs complexifies their implementation. Our method is easy-
explainable and high-accurate. In this paper, our contributions
are declined as follows:

« A novel Bayesian inference-based model (BIHRS) is
proposed to predict users’ interests. Our model uses a
Dirichlet distribution to accurately model a priori infor-
mation such as the item’s popularity, the usual behavior
adopted by a large number of users, the consumption
habits, and preferences shared by a majority of users.

« Aneasy-explainable and high-accurate recommendation
approach is developed by combining assets of memory-
based CFs and model-based CFs. Indeed, the proposed
recommender approach benefits from a hybridization
process that enables the inclusion of all various aspects
raised by interactions between users and items; and
therefore increases the resilience of our method to
the data sparsity problem. With an increased data-
sparseness resilience thanks to an effective hybridiza-
tion, our method shows a valuable recommendation
accuracy.

« Extensive experimentations are conducted on various
real-world datasets to highlight the effectiveness and the
scalability of our proposal.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows:
section II surveys state-of-the-art recommendation methods,
section III details our recommendation approach. Section IV
describes the conducted experiments and obtained results.
Section V concludes this paper and presents our perspectives.

Il. RELATED WORK
The information overload on the Internet has complexi-
fied the selection of items relevant regarding users’ needs.
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The challenges in the RS’s field have motivated researchers to
develop recommendation methods. In this section, we survey
state-of-the-art methods employed in CF-based approaches
as CFs are part of the most influential recommendation algo-
rithms [8] and are related to our proposal.

A. MEMORY-BASED METHODS
Memory-based CFs exploit users’ ratings relative to items
to make the recommendation. For this purpose, a user-item
matrix is built from the collected ratings. Afterwards, inter-
user similarities are computed to assess the proximity of
tastes between users [7]. Finally, the recommendation is
based on a weighted average of ratings of users having
similar preferences [8]. Another variant of memory-based
CF focuses on items and computes inter-item similarities to
assess the proximity of users’ interests raised by items [12].
In [13], the authors propose a recommender system based
on inter-user trust relationships. They define a measure of
inter-user similarity from a customized Pearson Correlation
Coefficient (PCC) and the Jaccard Correlation Coefficient
(JCO) [14]. Subsequently, the inter-user trustworthiness is
assessed in order to guarantee the recommendation reliability.
The authors in [15] propose a cloud service recommen-
dation approach based on the evaluation of inter-user sim-
ilarity using the Spearman Rank Correlation Coefficient
(SRCC). The authors’ proposal presents the advantage of
ranking prediction accuracy. In [16], the authors propose a
similar recommendation approach but they apply the data
smoothing technique to improve the recommendation quality.
Following [17], the authors propose a recommendation model
based on a customized K-means algorithm combined with
the cuckoo search to aggregate users with similar profiles.
Regarding [18], the authors propose a measure of inter-user
similarity based on Bayes concordance rate to improve the
recommendation precision. In [12], the authors propose an
efficient privacy-preserving recommendation approach. The
authors’ method is based on an item-based CF. To pre-
serve user privacy, the authors assess inter-item similarity
using a customized PCC. Memory-based CFs used in the
aforementioned researches present the advantage of being
easy-understandable and easy-implementable. However, they
are unsuitable for large datasets because they are high-
computational cost methods, and therefore non-scalable and
low-accurate. Indeed, the similarity computations are per-
formed on a full high-dimensional rating matrix inducing an
increase of the computational cost. In addition, referring to
the data sparsity problem, these proposals show poor perfor-
mances when a large amount of relevant data is missing.

B. MODEL-BASED METHODS

Model-based CFs apply machine learning techniques to build
from users’ data, a model that better fits observations [19].
Model-based methods are high-accurate and data sparsity-
resilient. It means that they are effective even when facing
the missingness of significant information relevant to the
recommendation refinement [20].
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The matrix factorization technique is widely used in
model-based CFs due to its efficiency in modeling users’
preferences from a small number of latent factors [21]. This
technique consists in reducing high-dimensional users’ data
matrix into low-dimensional matrices thanks to an accurate
selection of relevant latent features [22]. Thereafter, an opti-
mization method is applied to minimize the error due to the
matrix reduction [11].

Assuming that users’ data can be modeled by low-
dimensional latent factors matrices, in [23], the authors use
the matrix factorization technique to improve the recommen-
dation accuracy. To tackle the data sparsity problem and the
cold-start problem, in [24], the authors propose a probabilistic
matrix factorization framework for an online recommenda-
tion. The authors in [25], present a non-negative variant of
matrix factorization that integrates social trust information in
amodel that addresses data sparsity and cold start issues. With
asimilar trend, the authors in [26] integrate social information
into their recommender system based on a matrix factoriza-
tion method. From implicit feedbacks, the authors in [27]
propose a personalized ranking method using a Bayesian
pairwise learning to improve the recommendation perfor-
mances that are based on the matrix factorization technique.
The authors in [28], propose a time-aware recommendation
approach that uses a matrix factorization technique and a
Long Short Term Memory (LSTM) model for the selection
of services from the Quality of Service (QoS) prediction.
In [29], [30], authors propose a matrix factorization based
method that uses a Bayesian strategy. In [29], they propose
a probabilistic matrix factorization based recommendation
approach that they extend in [30] by applying the Gibbs
sampling strategy that speeds up the algorithm convergence
and therefore enhances the execution time of their method.

To alleviate the data sparseness issue, the authors in [31]
propose a hybrid recommendation approach for tourist spots.
Their proposal assesses the correlation between image fea-
tures using a Bayesian ranking algorithm. In [32], the authors
propose a model-based CF using a parallel naive Bayesian
approach implemented on a Hadoop distributed infrastruc-
ture. While researchers in [33] infer the potential risk
of disease using Bayesian collaborative filtering. In [34],
the authors develop an electricity plan recommender system
using a probabilistic approach to predict the missing features
used in the recommendation of electricity retailing plans.
The authors’ approach is based on a matrix factorization
technique to reduce the computational cost of their algorithm.
The authors in [35], propose a recommendation approach
based on a naive Bayesian classifier to predict the probability
with which a user rates an item. However, the authors use a
uniform probability distribution that does not consider a priori
intuitions related to the item’s popularity, the consumption
habits adopted by the majority of users. Authors in [36], [37]
propose recommendation approaches based on Bayesian net-
works. Those methods are both based on the Naive Bayesian
classifier that benefits from the effectiveness of model-
based approaches. In [37], they use Laplace estimator in the
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prediction process, while authors in [36] combine content-
based and CF-based approaches to enhance the prediction
accuracy. However, those methods both employ uniform
a priori probabilities that do not hold some real considera-
tions. Indeed, in practice users rate only a small subset of
items. In this way, some items are more popular than others,
and they therefore show a higher a priori probability to be
selected by users compared to other items. It means that a
uniform a priori probability will not consider those aspects.
Furthermore, users who rate most of the items show a higher
a priori probability to select an item. For this purpose, our
proposal lays on non-uniform probability distributions and
hybridization between a user-based approach and an item-
based approach in order to consider all aspects raised by inter-
actions between users and items, and therefore enhance the
prediction accuracy. In addition, the proposed method gains
accuracy by considering non-uniform probabilities that con-
sider the aforementioned aspects of user-item interactions.
Based on the matrix factorization technique, the above-
surveyed researches present the advantage of being high
accurate and efficient for large datasets. However, the matrix
factorization technique is mainly based on the decomposition
into low-dimensional latent factor matrices which is a com-
plex, hard-explainable and hard-masterable process. Mean-
while the above-presented bayesian researches are based on
uniform probability distributions that do not model the a pri-
ori information in a realistic way given the observed data.

C. HYBRID RECOMMENDATION METHODS

Hybrid recommender systems have been developed to
alleviate limitations shown by existing user-based CF,
item-based CF, content-based, and model-based approaches
separately [38]. In hybrid approaches, predictions are per-
formed on each method involved in the hybridization process
separately, and thereafter combined to overcome some com-
mon problems such as cold start problem and data sparse-
ness [39]. In the literature, several approaches [40]-[42] are
developed to benefit from hybrid recommender systems. The
main advantage of those methods is their ability to employ
plural aspects raised by interactions between users and items
to refine as most as possible the recommendation. In [43],
the authors propose a hybrid recommendation approach
that combines several explanations styles (user-based, item-
based, popularity-based) to refine the music recommenda-
tions. Authors in [44] propose a recommendation method
that merges item-based CF, user-based CF, and factor-based
approaches in order to build a hybrid recommender system
for artists. Researchers in [45] exploit user-item interactions
and data from purchased items to propose a hybrid system
for artist recommendation. As the above-presented methods,
existing hybrid recommender systems are based on a com-
bination of recommendation approaches which have shown
some limitations. Their effectiveness, therefore, remains lim-
ited by the drawbacks of methods involved in the hybridiza-
tion process. To remedy this, the hybridization of our proposal
lays on Bayesian user-based and item-based approaches that
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are separately efficient before the effectiveness of the hybrid
method.

In this paper, we embed the hybridization concept to ben-
efit from various aspects raised by user-items interactions.
We perform a hybrid prediction as each user presents an
interest in specific items; and reversely, each item raises an
interest observed from a set of users who have consumed it.
To address the fast items identification problem, we propose
an easy-explainable and high-accurate Bayesian recommen-
dation approach. Driven by Dirichlet distributions, our pro-
posal considers a priori information and users’ intuitions to
accurately model the observed ratings.

The next section presents our BIHRS approach.

Ill. BIHRS RECOMMENDATION METHOD
The proposed recommendation approach is flexible and con-
figurable since any kind of actions (clicks, likes, purchases,
reviews ...) that users perform on items can be transformed
into scores assimilable to ratings. In this way, the degree
of the users’ interest on items is therefore scored like an
explicit rating would do. This configurability of our model
contributes to the robustness of the system to the cold-start
problem that happens when a new item or a new user is added
to the system knowing that there are no explicit ratings on the
new item or from the new user. In the rest of the paper, our
model is fed by ratings assigned by users on items knowing
that any other type of users’ actions on items can be scored
as explicit ratings and involved to feed our prediction model.
Our approach aims to estimate the probability with which
a user # would rate an item i with an unknown rating 7;.
Recall that each rating assigned to an item by a user reflects
the level of interest expressed by the user relatively to the
concerned item. In other words, to predict the future interest
of a user u, it is required to infer the probability with which
he would rate an item i. The Bayesian approach used in our
model first identifies the probability distribution that better
fits the observed ratings. Thereafter, the probability model of
the estimation parameters is built in order to generalize the
probability distribution of observations and ratings likely to
be assigned on item in the future by the active user. Following
the Bayesian approach, Fig. 1 describes the workflow of our
BIHRS estimation model as follows:

o The historical users’ experiences regarding items are
expressed via a D tensor of users’ ratings probabilities,
and via a B tensor of probabilities of ratings on items.
The D tensor is fed by the dataset of users’ ratings while
the B tensor is fed by the dataset of observations on
items.

« Subsequently, we estimate the h,(€2) prior probability
distribution of the users’ cluster membership and the
overall rating probability of each users’ cluster. Analog-
ically, regarding the item-based approach, we calculate
the h;(A) prior probability distribution of the items’
cluster membership and the overall rating probability by
each items’ cluster.
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FIGURE 1. The BIHRS Model.

« We evaluate the g, (D|€2) sampling distribution of users’
ratings considering the o users’ cluster membership
parameter and the y overall rating probability parameter
of each users’ cluster. From the item-based approach,
we compute the g;(B|A) sampling distribution of rat-
ings observed on items considering the 6 items’ cluster
membership and the w overall rating probability of each
items’ cluster.

o Based on the h,(2) prior probability distribution,
we infer the g,(€2|D) posterior probability distribution
of users’ ratings considering D observations. Thereafter,
we infer the g, (d|D) Bayesian predictive distribution of
unknown observable d given the D users’ observations.
Considering the D users’ observations, the gu(c;’ |D) dis-
tribution evaluates the d probability with which a user
u would rate an item i by assigning it an unknown
rating r,;. From the item-based approach, based on
the h;(A) prior probability distribution, we estimate
the g;(b|B) Bayesian predictive distribution of unknown
observable b considering the B observations on items.
Given the B observations on items, the gi(13|B) distribu-
tion prospectively evaluates the b unknown probability
with which an item i is rated by a user u.

o From Bayesian predictive distributions gu(a |D) and
2i(b|B), the hybridization is performed to obtain a hybrid
Bayesian predictive distribution p,,;. Following the Max-
imum a Posteriori (MAP) principle, the unknown rating
7yi is deduced by maximizing py;.

To increase the robustness of our model related to data
sparsity, we build clusters using the popular K-means algo-
rithm [46]. To enhance the clustering performance, we elect
centroids of clusters following a specific scheme. At the
initialization of the clustering process, the first centroid is
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the user who has rated the highest number of items to get
more common items between him and other users. The other
centroids are thereafter selected among users in such a way
that maximizes the distance between them and existing cen-
troids. That distance is characterized by a probability defined
as follows [47]:
Dist(u)? 0
P= =
3 Dist(u)?
uel
where ' is a potential centroid. and Dist is computed as
follows:

Dist) = ——— : , 2)
Simpcc + T

where Simpcc is the similarity evaluated between u’ and
existing centroids according to the Pearson Correlation Coef-
ficient (PCC) [8], and t > 1 is a positive value that avoids
negative distance due to values of PCC that range between
—1 and 1. Through an analogical approach, we initialize
items clustering process by selecting as the first centroid,
the item that has been most often rated. Other centroids are
selected among items the most distant from existing cen-
troids. Once elected centroids, the remaining of the process
consists to populate clusters by adding users and items that
are the most similar to centroids.

Our estimation model is based on the distribution of all
users into users’ clusters. In accordance with the principle
of collaborative filtering, the idea is to use the historical
experiences of certain users of the users’ cluster to infer the
other users’ future experiences. Each users’ cluster aggre-
gates users with similar preferences; to mean users who
have historically assigned similar ratings to the same items.
From a probabilistic approach, considering users’ profiles,
a user belongs to a users’ cluster CLU; with an a priori
probability «;. By similar reasoning, items are also organized
into items’ clusters. An item is assigned to an items’ cluster
according to the proximity of ratings on it. An item belongs
to an items’ cluster CLI; with an a priori probability 6;.
Fig. 2 describes the probability distribution of users and items
clusters membership.

The next subsection presents our mathematical model.

A. PROBLEM FORMULATION

We consider the set of M users U = {uy, ua, ..., uy}, and
the set of N items I = {iy, i, ..., iy}. Users are divided into
t clusters, t € T where T = {1,2, ..., C} is the set of the
number of users’ clusters. Items are organized in [ clusters,
| € L where L = {1,2,..., H} is the set of the number of
items’ clusters. Users rate items by assigning them r values;
reR={r,r,...,rs}.

We define ¢« = {1, a,...,q,...,ac}, the vector of
probabilities of membership to the respective users’ clus-
ters CLUy, CLU,, ..., CLU;, ..., CLUc. Each user belongs
to a cluster CLU; with a probability «;, where t € T.
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FIGURE 2. User and Item Clusters Membership Probabilities.
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We consider 6 = {01,6,...,6;,...,0y}, the vector of
probabilities of membership to the respective items’ clus-
ters CLIy, CLI,, ..., CLI, ..., CLIg. Each item belongs to
a cluster CLI; with a probability 6;, where [ € L.

B. USER-BASED APPROACH
We consider the tensor D € WM*NXS where ¥ e [0, 1].
The tensor D = [dyir ]y «n xs 15 defined by using the U set of
users, the [ set of items, and the R set of ratings. This tensor
hosts the d,; probabilities of the rating r assigned by a user
u on an item i. We consider ¥y = {y1, %2, ..., V¢»---» VC}»
the vector of users’ ratings probabilities belonging to clusters
CLUy,CLU,,...,CLU;, ..., CLUc respectively. Accord-
ing to the Bayesian theory [48], we set the estimation param-
eter @ = («, y) made from probabilities of users’ cluster
membership and users’ rating probabilities by cluster.

The purpose is to predict the probability with which a user
u rates an item i given the 2 estimation parameter and the D
set of historical observations known as past observed users’
ratings. Following the Bayesian inference, we estimate the
gu(EZ|D) predictive distribution of a d unknown observable
given the D set of observed users’ ratings. For this pur-
pose, we implement in Algorithm 1 a progressive reasoning
declined as follows:

« Estimation of the g,(D|<2) sampling distribution also
known as the Likelihood distribution according to
Bayesian theory [49]. This distribution is defined as the
probability distribution of all users’ ratings.

« Estimation of the /,(€2) prior distribution defined as the
probability distribution of €2 estimation parameter.

« Estimation of the g, (€2|D) posterior distribution known
as the probability distribution of the 2 parameter based
on observations.

o Estimation of the gu(gl|D) Bayesian predictive distri-
bution defined as the probability distribution for an
unknown observable d.

VOLUME 8, 2020



A. N. Ngaffo et al.: Bayesian Inference Based Hybrid Recommender System

IEEE Access

Considering a user u belonging to the cluster CLU; with
a o; cluster membership probability. His g,(d,|€2) rating
probability distribution is trivially described as a multinomial
distribution defined as follows:

2uldulQ) = o [ [ [ ] uar " 3)

iel reR

where v,;, is a random variable set to 1 when user u rates
an item ¢ with rating r, and O otherwise; d, is the known
observable relative to user u; and d,,; is the probability with
which the active user u rates an item i.

Given the fact that the user u can belong to any cluster
CLU;,t € T, the g,(d,|<2) is reexpressed as follows:

C
8udl) = o [ [ [ ] duir™- )
t=1

iel reR

The overall g,(D|S2) users’ rating probability distribu-
tion [50] also known as the sampling distribution or Likeli-
hood distribution, is described as follows:

C
&) =[] D e [T ] duir (5)

ueU t=1 iel reR

The next step is to estimate the £,,(€2) prior distribution of
the 2 estimation parameter. The ,(£2) prior probability dis-
tribution aims to model a priori user-related information such
as the most common users’ consumption habits. To estimate
h,(R2), it is mathematically convenient to choose a conjugate
distribution to reduce the estimation process complexity [48].
The Dirichlet distribution is the right conjugate prior distri-
bution given our g,(D|2) Likelihood distribution that is a
multinomial probability function [51].

Because o and y parameters are both independent vec-
tors, the £, (S2) prior distribution is deductively computed as
follows:

hy(§2) = hy(o).hu(y), (6)

where h,(«) and h,(y) are partial prior distributions defined
by Dirichlet functions.
The h,(«) distribution is expressed as follows:

F'Ar+---+ k) K < 21
F(A1)+-~-+F(AK)HH“’

j=1t=1

hy(e) =

K
F(Z Aj) K C

= = [1[]e""
[Ty ==
=1

1 K C
_ | | | | Aj—1
- Be(k) ! (243 ) (7)

j=lt=1

where A1, A2, ..., Ak are Beta function hyperparameters. For
a non-informative prior [48], we set K = 1 and A = 1.
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The h,(y) partial prior distribution is computed as follows:

P+ + i) 1 -
duirﬂ"
F(M1)+-~-+F(MK)1_[H

hu(y) =
j=1reR
K
F(Z /’Lj) k
i=1 .
F(Mj) j=1rer
j=1
1 k
= TTI]dur"" ®)
Be('u) j=1reR
where w1, 12, ..., ug are Beta function hyperparameters.

As for the hy,(x) distribution, for a non-informative prior,
wesetK =land u = 1.

After estimating the g,(D|<2) Likelihood and the £,(2)
prior distributions, we infer the g,(d|D) Bayesian predictive
distribution for an unknown observable d. For this purpose,
we first estimate the g, (€2|D) overall posterior distribution of
Q estimation parameter given the D set of observed users’
ratings. Thereafter, from the g,(€2|D) posterior distribution,
the gu(;llD) Bayesian predictive distribution is deduced.
According to the Bayesian theory [49], the g, (£2|D) posterior
distribution is computed as follows:

8u(§2|D)oo hy(£2).8u(DI€2)
00 hy(e)-hu(y).8u(DIS2) °

where (o) and hy,(y) are prior distributions; and g,,(D|<2) is
the Likehood distribution computed in Equation (5).

According to [48], the gu(gl |D) Bayesian predictive distri-
bution is computed as follows:

C))

gu(d|D) = fQ gu(d, QID)d(Q)

= /qu(gllﬂ, D)g,(2|D)d(£2), (10)

where g,(€2|D) is the overall posterior distribution of the
estimation parameter given the observed users’ ratings; and
2u(d|S2, D) is the joint sampling distribution for the unknown
observable d given the D set of observations.

The integral in the g,(d|D) expression is complex to com-
pute. To reduce the computational complexity, we use a
numerical integration for a straight computation [49]. The
gu(;l |D) distribution is reexpressed as follows:

C
gu(dD) =Y gu(dl;, D).gulex|D). (11)

t=1

The gu(;i |, D) distribution component of Equation (11)
is estimated as follows [48]:

¢u(@las, D) 00 / gu@lar, Y)gu(Dlas, hu(y)dy
Y

Vui+n—1+ Z Vjir

o jeCLU;
o0 d .
/y Be(u) l_[ “

rer

dy.(12)
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The integral in Equation (12) can be approximated by a
Beta function as follows:

gu(d|a;, D)
(043

(0.0)
Be()

*Be (Vi + 1L+ Y Viir o
jeCLU,

s Vui + 0+ Z Viir) -
jeCLu,

R—dim ension vector

13)

From the original definition of the Beta function through
the Gamma function, Equation (13) can be rewritten as
follows:

[ITe+ > vjir)

Oy reRr jeCLU;

Be)T(X. (u+ Y viir)

reR jeCLU;

gu(d|a, D)oo

(14)

By averaging Equation (14), the g,(d|e;, D) distribution is
approximated as follows:

w4 Y Vi
~ o jeCLU,
gu(d|a;, D)oo . (15)
T Be ) R+ Y Y v
reR jeCLU;

According to the Bayesian theory, the g, (ct;| D) distribution
component of Equation (11) is estimated as follows:

gule;|D) o0 f gu(Dlaz, y)hu(a)h,(y)d 2

L ()

iel reR

1
(Bem ) (Be(u)
BE(A)Be(M)/ ( )

u=l+ 3 v
*(]_[ [Tds =" )dQ, (16)

iel reR

uir#_l) dS

The integral in Equation (16) can be approximated by a
Beta function as follows:

gulay|D)

Be(h+1,---,A+1)

C —dim ension vector

*HBe(M+ Z Viirs o005 0+ Z Vjir)

icl jeCLU; jeCLU;

oo L
Be(L)Be(w)

R—dim ension vector
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Algorithm 1 User-Based BIHRS Algorithm
Data:
o D : Tensor of users’ ratings probabilities
« « : Vector of probabilities of users’ cluster
membership
o ¥ : Vector of ratings probabilities by users’ cluster
e W, A : Beta function hyperparameters
o [ : Set of items
o U : Set of users
o C : Number of users’ clusters

Result: gu(c;f |D) the Bayesian predictive distribution for
an unknown observable d
1 Begin
2 Compute the sampling distribution

c
[T > o [T I1 dui™

uel t=1 iel reR
3 Compute the partial prior distribution A,(c) using (7);

4 Compute the partial prior distribution 4,(y) using (8);
5 Compute the joint prior distribution

hu(§2) = hy(a).hu(y);
6 Compute the posterior distribution

gu(D|2) =

8u(2|D) = hy(£2).8u(DI2);
7 for t from 1 to C do
nt CZL:U Vjir
p JECLU; .
8 gu(d'““ D) B‘(H) Ru+ Z Z Vjir ’
reR jeCLU;
1 1 u+ CZLU Vjir
_ At je .
9 gul|D) = gospaan (cx+c) ]_[ Rty i Vir
i€l reR jeCLU;
10 Compute the Bayesian predictive distribution for an
unknown observable d
gu(d|D)+ = gu(d|a;, D).gu(e:|D);

11 end
Return gu(a |D);

-
(5]

Mre+ Y v

1—[ rer jeCLU;
+ jir
F(Z A+ 1)) i€l (r%:e " jeCzL:U, Vir)
t=1

C
| HF(A+1)

Be(k)Be(u)

1‘[ r(+1) [ITm+ > vip)
o 1 (=1 l—[ reR JjeCLU;
Be(MBe(n) T(CA+C) LATRu+Y Y i)’
reR jeCLU;
(17

By averaging Equation (17), the g,(o;|D) distribution is
estimated as follows:
“t X Viir
1 ( A+1 ) l—[ jeCLU,
Be(M)Be(u) \ CA+C Ru+Y Y v
reRjeCLU;
(18)

gula;| D)oo

Algorithm 1 summarizes the Bayesian inference process
following the user-based approach.
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The next subsection details the Bayesian inference process
regarding the item-based approach.

C. ITEM-BASED APPROACH

We consider the tensor B € ®V*M*S where ® € [0, 1]. The
tensor B = [bi,r |y xm xs 18 defined by using the [ set of items,
the U set of users, and the R set of ratings. This tensor hosts
the b, probabilities of a rating » on an item i and assigned
by a user u. We consider o = {w1,w,...,0[,...,0H},
the vector of ratings probabilities on items belonging to clus-
ters CLI1, CLI, ..., CLI, ..., CLIg respectively. We con-
sider @ = {01,62,...,0,...,0h}, the vector of membership
probabilities respectively related to the items’ clusters
CLL, CLL,,...,CLI, ..., CLIy. Following the Bayesian
theory, we set the estimation parameter A = (0, w) from
probabilities of items’ cluster membership and rating prob-
abilities on items by cluster.

As for the user-based approach, in the item-based
approach, we adopt in Algorithm 2 a progressive reasoning
declined as follows:

o Estimation of the g;(B|A) sampling distribution of all

ratings on items given the A parameter.

« Estimation of the 4;(A) prior distribution of A estima-
tion parameter.

o Estimation of the g;(A|B) posterior distribution that
refers to the probability distribution of the A parameter
based on observations.

« Estimation of the g;(b|B) Bayesian predictive distribu-
tion for an unknown observable b.

Let an item i belonging to the cluster CLI; with a 6;
cluster membership probability. Its g;(b;| A) rating probability
distribution is trivially described as a multinomial distribution
defined as follows:

gibil &) = 0 [ T [ buwr™ (19)
ueU rerR
where w;, represents a random variable set to 1 when item i
receives a rating r assigned by user u, and O otherwise; b; is
the known observable relative to item i.
Knowing that item i can belong to any cluster CLI;, [ € L,
the g;(bi|A) is reexpressed as follows:

H
gibil &)y =Y 0 [T [ b (20)
=1 ueU rerR
The overall g;(B|A) rating probability distribution on
item i, also known as the Likelihood or sampling distribution,
is described as follows:

H
BN =D 6 TTT]ouw" @1

iel I=1 ueUreR

Now, we estimate the h;(A) prior distribution of the A
estimation parameter. The /;(A) prior probability distribution
aims to model realistic considerations such as items’ popular-
ity information. To estimate /;(A), we employ the Dirichlet
distribution as the conjugate prior for the g;(B| A) multinomial
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Likelihood function. Because of the independency of parame-
ters vectors 6 and w, the h;(A) prior distribution is deductively
estimated as follows:

hi(A) = hi(0).hi(), (22)

where £;(0) and h;(w) are partial prior distributions defined
by Dirichlet functions.
The h;(6) distribution is computed as follows:

IIII@%—H (23)

=1[/=1

hi®) = 22—

where ¢ = (¢1, ¢2, .. ., px ) are Beta function hyperparame-
ters. For a non-informative prior, K and ¢ are setto 1.
The h;(w) distribution is obtained as follows:

. gi—1
hi(w) B ( ) | Hl_[blur s (24

j=1reR

where ¢ = (e1, €2, ..., €x) are Beta function hyperparame-
ters. For a non-informative prior, K and ¢ are set to 1.

After having computed the g;(B|A) Likelihood and the
hi(A) prior distributions, we estimate the gi(l~)|B) Bayesian
predictive distribution associated to an unknown observ-
able b. For this purpose, we first infer the g;(A|B) pos-
terior distribution of A estimation parameter given the B
set of observations. Afterwards, from the g;(A|B) posterior
distribution, the g;(b|B) Bayesian predictive distribution is
inferred. Following the Bayes rule [49], the g;(A|B) posterior
distribution is obtained as follows:

8i(A|B)oo hi(8).hi(w).gi(BIA) (25)

where h;(6) and h;(w) are prior distributions; and g;(B|A) is
the Likehood distribution.

The g;(b|B) Bayesian predictive distribution is computed
as follows:

&@&=A&@A&MM&MM, (26)

where g;(A|B) is the posterior distribution of the A estimation
parameter given observations; and gi(b|A, B) is the joint
sampling distribution for the b unknown observable given the
B set of observations.

For a straight computation, the g,-(l~7|B) distribution is
approximated as follows:

H
2i(b|B) =) _ gi(bl61, B).gi(61|B). (27)

=1

The gi(13|91, B) distribution component of Equation (27) is
approximated as follows:

&+ Z Wiur
jeCLI
gi(b|6;, B)oo (28)
' B()R€+Z ZW]ur
reRjeCLI;
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The gi(0;|B) distribution component of Equation (27) is
computed as follows:

1 +1 o,

@ jeCL
i(01|B)oo ( ) .
& Be(p)Be(s) \Hp+H ule_([]Rs—i—Z > Wiur

reR jeCLI;
(29)

Algorithm 2 details the Bayesian inference process
regarding the item-based approach.

Algorithm 2 Item-Based BIHRS Algorithm

Data:
o B : Tensor of probabilities of ratings on items
« 0 : Vector of probabilities of items’ cluster
membership
o o : Vector of ratings probabilities by items’ cluster
« &, ¢ : Beta function hyperparameters
o [ :Setof items
o U : Setof users
o H : Number of items’ clusters

Result: g;(b|B) : The Bayesian predictive distribution for
an unknown observable b
1 Begin
2 Compute the sampling distribution

H

gBIN) =TT 6 [T 1 buwrs

iel =1 ueUreR
Compute the partial prior distribution /;(0) using (23);
Compute the partial prior distribution /;(w) using (24);
Compute the joint prior distribution h;(A) = hi(0).hi(w);
Compute the posterior distribution
gi(A|B) = hi(A).gi(B|A);
7 for [ from 1 to H do

[= N7 T )

e+ > W
(7 _ 6 JjeCLIy .
8 gl(b|017 B) - Be(e) R€+Z Z Wiur s
reRjeCLI;
&+ Z Wiur
] _ 1 o+1 jeCLI .
9 | 8B = goma (H¢+H) [ Rty Y wir °
uel reRjeCLl,
10 Compute the Bayesian predictive distribution for an
unknown observable b
8i(b|B)+ = gi(b|6;, B).gi(0;|B);

11 end
Return g,-(l~7|B);

-
[

The next subsection describes the approximation of our
BIHRS model which is a combination of the user-based
approach and the item-based approach.

D. MARKOV CHAIN MONTE-CARLO SAMPLING

The above-computed Bayesian predictive distributions host
a significant number of computationally greedy sums in
high dimensions. In order to avoid computational overflows,
we perform a Markov Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) sampling
of our model. MCMC sampling is a numerical integration
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method that allows the approximation of an integral over
continuous function by computing the function over a finite
number of values [52]. The Metropolis algorithm is one of the
most widely adopted MCMC sampling methods [48]. Like
an adaptation of the Random Walker [53], it is based on con-
ditioned moves towards the target approximate distribution.
Iterations are performed in order to converge towards the tar-
get distribution. At each iteration, the move is validated by a x
acceptance rate. For this purpose, from g, (d|o;, D), we draw
a sample al,o?, ..., a2 and from gi(l;|91,B), we draw a
sample 61,602, ...,0".

From the user-based approach, a move o; — o™ is
validated with a probability equal to min(x,, 1), with the
acceptance rate

gu(aﬂD)
gulo|D)
af(u+ X VEORL+ X i
B jeCLU; reR jeCLU;
B H o+ 3 i) R+ 3 v

iel jeCLU; r€R jeCLU;

u =

Recall that the variables vj;» and v;.‘ir are respectively induced

by o, and «,*. The sample is used to approximate the g,(d|D)
Bayesian predictive distribution as follows:

Q
~ 1 ~
guldID) = 5 Y gu(dla?, D). (30)
q=1
Following the item-based approach, a move 6; — 6;*
is granted with a probability equal to min(x;, 1), with the
acceptance rate

gi(07|B)
¢i(61|B)

Ofe+ > wi)Re+ 3 > Wi
jeCLI; reRjeCLI;

= H Oe + Y wiw) Re+ Y > w;.‘;r'

uel jeCLI reR jeCLI;

Xi =

The random variables wj,,, and w]’."ur are respectively induced

by 6, and 6,*. The sample is used to approximate the g;(b|B)
Bayesian predictive distribution as follows:

B 1 & .
. — . P
gi(b|B) = P;:lgz(bw ,B). (31)

The next subsection describes the rating prediction.

E. HYBRID RATING PREDICTION

The hybridization in our method consists of the merging of
user-based and item-based approaches. The main advantage
of using hybridization of those approaches is the reduction
of the system sensitivity to the number of items that have
been rated, and the number of users who have rated an
item. This reduction of the system sensitivity contributes to
the resilience of the system regarding the data sparseness
problem.
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The rating prediction process is based on both user and
item-based approaches. The p,; hybrid probability is calcu-
lated as follows:

~ e _ 1
P = (2618) ™" (su@m) ", (32)
where gu(c~i|D) and g,'(15|B) are the Bayesian predictive dis-
tributions respectively from the user-based approach and the
item-based approach.

According to the MAP principle [35], the 7,,; predicted rat-
ing is the rating that maximizes the p,; predictive probability.
It is obtained as follows:

Fyi = arg max py;. (33)
rer

Algorithm 3 summarizes the hybrid Bayesian inference
process.

Algorithm 3 BIHRS Algorithm
Data:

o D : Tensor of users’ ratings probabilities

o B : Tensor of probabilities of ratings on items

o « : Vector of probabilities of users’ cluster
membership

« O: Vector of probabilities of items’ cluster
membership

« y: Vector of ratings probabilities by users’ cluster

o w: Vector of ratings probabilities by items’ cluster

e W, &, ¢, A: Beta function hyperparameters

o [ :Set of items

e U : Setof users

o C : Number of users’ clusters

o H : Number of items’ clusters

Result: 7,; the predicted rating

1 Begin

2 Compute the g,(d|D) Bayesian predictive distribution
for an unknown observable d using Algorithm 1;

3 Compute the g;(b|B) Bayesian predictive distribution for
an unknown observable b using Algorithm 2;

4 MCMC model approximation;

5 # Hybrid rating prediction

6 Compute the predicted rating

1 1
Fi = argmax [(g,~<l3|B>) " (su@p)” }
reR
7 Return 7y;;

TABLE 1. Data Matrix.

Matrix | ¢
u1
u2
u3
Uq
us
Uug

S
=
N
.
w
~
N
=
[}
~
J
.
oo
=
©
~
o

(SISO SN N P

[ TSR e

ECN O IR, B ROV

W= B W2

=00 N

N AW~ W
—_— NN W R
AN =0 W0 W
(SN Y R N S
N W WM A=

data matrix that hosts ratings assigned by six users on ten
items.

We run our method under the following settings:

e The number of users’ cluster is fixed to one (r = 1).
This means that there is only one users’ cluster. The
cluster membership probability is the same for all users
of the cluster and the cluster membership probability is
evaluated as @ = o, = 1.

e The number of items’ cluster is set to one (I = 1).
It means that there is only one items’ cluster. The cluster
membership probability is the same for all items belong-
ing to the cluster and is estimated as 8 = 6, = 1.

« From the user-based approach, the hyperparameter A in
Equation (7) is set to 1 for a non-informative prior prob-
ability distribution. Deductively, we compute the users’
preference probalibity in Equation (7) as h,(«) = 1.

o From the item-based approach, the hyperparameter ¢
of the h;(6) preference probabilities on items in Equa-
tion (23) is set to 1 for a non-informative prior probabil-
ity distribution. Deductively, we find 4;(0) = 1.

o« We consider the set of possible values of ratings
R ={1;2;3;4;5}.

TABLE 2. Likelihood probability according to the user-based approach.

Possible values of Ratings
1 [ 2 [ 3 [ 4 [ 5 [Likelihood probability
i1 | 0.1667 | 0.3334 [ 0.1667 | 0.1667 | 0.1667 2.572e-4
io | 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 3.2e-4
i3 | 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 3.2e-4
ig | 02 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 3.2¢-4
is | 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 3.2e-4
ig | 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 3.2e-4
i7 | 0.1667 | 0.3334 | 0.1667 | 0.1667 | 0.1667 2.572e-4
ig | 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 3.2e-4
i9 | 0.1667 | 0.1667 | 0.3334 | 0.1667 | 0.1667 2.572e-4
i10| 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 3.2e-4

TABLE 3. Likelihood probability according to the item-based approach.

Items are ordered from the most liked by the target user
u to the least liked. The Top-N set of items with the highest
ratings is the list of items that will be recommended to the
target user.

F. DRIVING EXAMPLE
In this section, we run an example to show how our proposal
works. Tab. 1 on which we apply our method, presents the
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[ Rating [ wr | ws [ w3 [ us [ us | ue |
1 0.3334 0.125 0.250 0.1112 0.2 0.1112
2 0.2223 0.250 0.250 0.2223 0.3 0.2223
3 0.2223 0.125 0.125 0.3334 0.2 0.2223
4 0.1112 0.250 0.250 0.1112 0.2 0.2223
5 0.1112 0.250 0.125 0.2223 0.1 0.2223

[Likelihood [ 2.032e-4 | 2.441e-4 | 2.441e-4 | 2.032e-4 | 2.4e-4] 2.709¢-4 |

We aim to predict us’s interest concerning item i3. Know-
ing the observed rating assigned by user u5 on i3, the purpose
is to estimate using our method the us’s preference degree
on item i3. Tab. 2 and Tab. 3 show Likelihood probabilities
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according to user-based and item-based approaches respec-
tively. In Tab. 2, using Equation (5), the Likelihood probabil-
ity on i3 is computed as follows:

Number of users having
li[ assigned r on item i3
N

umber of users having
rated item i3
1 1 1 1

1
=—x—*%—x—%—-=32e—4 4
5*5*5*5*5 3.2e (34)

Following the item-based approach in Tab. 3, using Equa-
tion (21), the Likelihood probability of the us’s interest is
computed as follows:

r=1

Number of items
> rated r by
1_[ Number of items
rated by us
2 3 2 2 1
=—*x—%x—x—*—=24e—4 (35)
10 10 10 10 10
Tab. 4 shows the Bayesian predictive probability with
which user us rates item i3 following the user-based,
item-based and the hybrid approaches. For instance, using
Equation (18), the Bayesian predictive probability with
which user us rates item i3 with the rating » = 1 following
the user-based approach is estimated as follows:

user us

r=1

, Number of users having
1 . . .
11—0[ assigned r = 1 on item i

Number of users having
rated item i
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
= —%—k—x—%k—k—%x—%x—%—=2963¢—7 (36)
6 5 5 5 5 6 5 6 5
Using Equation (29), the Bayesian predictive probability
with which user us rates item i3 with the rating r = 1
following the item-based approach is estimated as follows:

i=i) (i#i3)

Number of items
ﬁ rated r = 1 by user u

Number of items

ustn (uFus) rated by user u
31 2 1 1
=—%x—x—x—%—=1286e—4 (37)
9 8 8 9 9
Using Equation (32), the Bayesian predictive probability
with which user us rates item i3 with the rating r = 1

following the hybrid approach is estimated as follows:
(2.963¢ — 7)10(1.286¢ — 4)5 = 0.03706 (38)

Regarding Tab. 4, it can be observed that the rating value
r = 2 by user us on item i3 shows the highest probability.
In other words, the rating value r = 2 is the predicted rating
following our method. This estimation perfectly matches with
the observation in Tab. 1 concerning us’s interest about i3 as
he really assigned rating r = 2 to item i3 in Tab. 1.
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TABLE 4. Prediction of user us on item is.

Possible values of Ratings

t [ 2 [ 3 | 4 ] 5 |
User-based approach || 2.963e-7 | 1.185e-6 | 5.925e-7 | 2.962e-7 | 2.962e-7
Item-based approach || 1.286e-4 | 6.858e-4 | 2.572¢e-4 | 1.715e-4 | 1.715¢e-4
Hybrid approach 0.03706 | 0.0595 | 0.0456 | 0.03926 | 0.03926

G. BIHRS RECOMMENDATION UNDERSTANDING

Our BIHRS model is a hybridization that combines the user-
based approach hereafter called User-based BIHRS and the
item-based approach hereafter called Item-based BIHRS.

Unlike baseline model-based CFs, our approach is realistic
and easier to understand thanks to the prior splitting into
clusters of users and items. Indeed, following a K-Nearest
Neighbors (KNN) reasoning [7], users as much as items
necessarily belong to a cluster. In addition, our model inte-
grates a priori information such as the items’ popularity and
the most frequent users’ needs. Indeed, the prior probabil-
ity distributions £,(€2) and %;(A) model a priori intuitions
that can improve the quality of the estimate. Faced with a
multitude of items, users only rate a small number of them.
The prediction is therefore performed to estimate the missing
features.

Following the User-based BIHRS approach, the recom-
mendation is understandable as being based on the proba-
bility with which a user # would rate an item i given the D
set of observations. In other words, a user u is most likely
to like items that have a positive and high popularity with
other users of the same clusters as u. If in addition to the
D set of observations, a priori information referring to the
item reputation are known, then our model integrates these
information in order to refine the estimate.

Regarding the Item-based BIHRS approach, the recom-
mendation is explainable as being based on the probability for
anitem i to be liked by a user u given the B set of observations.
In other words, the item i is most likely to be liked by users
who previously liked similar items belonging to the same
cluster. If in addition to the B set of observations, a priori
information related to the reputation of the most recurrent
users’ needs are known, then, our model includes these data
in order to improve the prediction quality.

The hybrid BIHRS approach is therefore explainable as
being based on the probability with which a user u would like
an item 7 given the evidence relative to users belonging to the
same cluster and having previously liked the item 7, and liked
items similar belonging to the same cluster as i.

The next section presents the experimentations and
results.

IV. EXPERIMENTATIONS AND RESULTS DISCUSSION
In this section, we assess our method performances compar-
atively to other recommendation methods. Experiments are
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TABLE 5. Datasets Specifications.

Dataset Number of Users | Number of Items | Number of Ratings
MovieLens M 6.040 3.900 1.000.209
MovieLens10M 280.000 58.000 27.000.000
Flixster 147.612 48.794 8.196.077
Ciao 7.375 99.746 278.483
Epinions 40.163 139.738 664.824

conducted on open real-world datasets from MovieLens,!
Ciao”, Epinions” and Flixster.” The features of those datasets
are specified in Tab. 5.

The next subsection details the experiment process.

A. EXPERIMENTS SETUP

Experiments are conducted on a computer hosting a processor
of type Intel Core i7 (2.4 GHz) with 16 GB RAM, run-
ning Windows 10 Operating System. The free-available CF4J
framework [54] has been used to implement our algorithm.
We have used Netbeans version 8.2 as Java development
environment.

The used datasets host invocations of 3.900 movies
by 6.040 users generating 1.000.209 ratings regarding the
MovieLensIM dataset and 58.000 movies invocated by
280.000 users generating 27.000.000 ratings following the
MovieLens10M dataset. In Flixster dataset, 147.612 users
rate 48.794 items and generate 8.196.077 ratings; while
40.163 users interact on 139.738 items via 664.824 ratings in
Epinions dataset. Ciao dataset hosts 7.375 users which rate
99.746 items and generate 278.483 ratings. Each rating is a
value ranging from 1 (referring to a poor user satisfaction) to
5 (meaning a high satisfying user experience).

For each dataset, a rating matrix is built. The rating matrix
is split into test data and training data. We define the data
sparsity as the density of the data matrix. It describes the
proportion of data used for the recommendation process.
The matrix is progressively dug to sketch the data spar-
sity. For this purpose, the matrix sparsity also known as the
matrix porosity intensity ranges from 20% to 80% in steps
of 20%. For instance, a matrix sparsity set to 20% means that
datasets are divided into 20% of test data and 80% of training
data.

The next subsection shows the evaluation metrics used to
assess our method performances.

B. EVALUATION METRICS

The BIHRS’s prediction accuracy is assessed using key indi-
cators namely the Mean Absolute Error (MAE) and the Root
Square Mean Error (RSME). The Normalized Discounted
Cumulative Gain (NDCG) is additionally used to assess the
ranking accuracy. Low values of MAE and RSME express
a high prediction accuracy. MAE and RSME values are

1 https://grouplens.org/datasets/movielens/
2https://WWW.librec.net/datasets.html
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computed as follows:

Z [7ui = Tuil
MAE = 5€Srec , 39)
N

Z (rui — ;:ui)z
SE€Syec

RSME = , (40)

N

where r,,; is the original rating and 7,,; the approximated value;
N is the number of recommendations and S,,. is the set of
recommendations.

NDCG is widely used to assess the ranking accuracy and
is computed as follows:

DCGy

IDCGy’
where IDCGy and DCGy respectively refer to the Ideal
Discounted Cumulative Gain and the Discounted Cumulative

Gain of Top-N recommended items. DC Gy is computed as
follows:

NDCGy = (41)

N

peay =y 20! (42)
N T S log(i+ 1)’

where rel; is the rating associated to the item ranked at
position j. A high NDC Gy means a high-accurate ranking.

The recommendation quality is assessed using the preci-
sion and the recall indicators. The high precision and recall
values express a high recommendation quality. The recall
indicator measures the proportion of items correctly recom-
mended comparatively to the number of items expected to be
recommended. Meanwhile, the precision indicator measures
the proportion of items correctly recommended compara-
tively to the number of items recommended. The precision
and recall measures are computed as follows:

SNE

Precision = | S l, 43)
SNE

Recat = T (44)

where S is the set of recommended items and E the set of
items expected to be recommended.

C. RESULTS AND ANALYSIS
The datasets that we use do not provide a priori information
such as the movies’ popularity or the consumption habits of
a users’ majority. For this reason, for non-informative prior
probability distributions, their hyperparameters have been
setto 1.

In the following points, BIHRS’s performances are evalu-
ated comparatively to other recommendation methods.

1) PERFORMANCES ANALYSIS

Referring to the distribution of users and items in clusters,
our model is based on a reasoning inspired by the KNN algo-
rithm. Furthermore, our method is a precise model-based CF
performing an understandable prediction. For this reason, its
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TABLE 6. Data Sparsity Impact on BIHRS Prediction Accuracy.

Matrix Sparsity (%) 20 40 60 30

Datasets Algorithms MAE RMSE NDCG (| MAE RMSE NDCG (| MAE RMSE NDCG || MAE RMSE NDCG
UPCC 0.856 1.066 0.611 || 0.868 1.089 0.587 |/ 0.887 1.117 0.564 [[0.970 1.170 0.463

IPCC 0.742 0909 0.683 || 0.953 1.197 0.602 | 1.023 1.274 0.499 || 1.253 1.439 0.270

Spearman-based CF | 0.771 0.961 0.724 || 0.785 0.986 0.683 || 0.809 1.022 0.663 ||0.909 1.022 0.563

Movielens BIHRS 0.674 0.740 0.926 || 0.778 0.958 0.698 || 0.791 0.978 0.688 || 0.840 0.991 0.617
NBCF 0.736  0.861 0.887 |/ 0.783 0.965 0.683 |/ 0.795 0.995 0.648 || 0.855 0.997 0.597

PMF 0.740 0.875 0.874 |{0.779 0.960 0.663 || 0.797 1.006 0.643 || 0.866 1.008 0.570

BNMF 0.749 0.897 0.855 |/ 0.782 0.962 0.653 || 0.802 1.012 0.655 || 0.879 1.015 0.567

UPCC 1.768 1.899 0.653 || 1.787 1.969 0.546 || 1.794 1.976 0.357 || 1.795 2.085 0.204

IPCC 1.376 1.893 0.643 || 1.578 1.909 0.536 || 1.774 1.926 0.352 || 1.783 1.989 0.234

Spearman-based CF | 1.759 1.881 0.654 || 1.765 1903 0.549 || 1.769 1920 0.354 ||1.779 1.982 0.231

Flixster BIHRS 0.874 0.969 0.889 |/ 0.883 0.992 0.757 |/ 0.898 0.995 0.651 [[0.931 1.099 0.530
NBCF 0.947 1.086 0.847 ||0.966 1.118 0.626 || 1.011 1.169 0.675 || 1.002 1.186 0.565

PMF 0984 1.122 0.868 |/ 0.991 1.293 0.658 |/ 0.998 1.341 0.587 || 1.088 1.372 0.585

BNMF 1.090 1.335 0.862 || 1.150 1.590 0.677 || 1.230 1.685 0.699 || 1.550 1.728 0.513

UPCC 1.216 1.430 0983 |/ 1.248 1.547 0.702 || 1.295 1.687 0.479 || 1.455 1.714 0.476

IPCC 1.207 1.488 0.979 |/ 1.252 1.514 0.717 || 1.280 1.628 0.679 || 1.452 1.794 0.425

Spearman-based CF | 1.202 1.471 0970 || 1.251 1.617 0.899 || 1.291 1.669 0.785 || 1.446 1.780 0.545

Ciao BIHRS 0.823 0.922 0.989 |/ 0.842 0977 0.817 ||0.875 0.981 0.747 |{0.882 1.031 0.562
NBCF 0.900 1.080 0.955 || 0.969 1.155 0.779 || 0.974 1.263 0.648 |[0.927 1.350 0.532

PMF 0915 1.198 0.924 ||0976 1.293 0.776 || 1.080 1.349 0.540 || 1.165 1.459 0.512

BNMF 1.034 1.399 0972 || 1.131 1.491 0.739 || 1.211 1.507 0.658 || 1.374 1.605 0.527

UPCC 1.674 1.890 0.788 |/ 1.707 1.924 0.512 || 1.827 2.267 0.506 || 1.900 2.317 0.415

IPCC 1.592 1.730 0.793 || 1.609 1.754 0.591 || 1.965 2.074 0.569 || 1.842 2.142 0.503

Spearman-based CF | 1.521 1.772 0.761 || 1.788 1.814 0.750 || 1.829 2.116 0.501 || 1.856 2.076 0.414

Epinions BIHRS 0.993 1.189 0.836 || 1.113 1.250 0.701 || 1.129 1.320 0.630 || 1.275 1.414 0.575
NBCF 1.121 1473 0.811 || 1.188 1.514 0.750 || 1.301 1.529 0.516 || 1.331 1.576 0.504

PMF 1.126  1.498 0.806 |/ 1.193 1.538 0.759 || 1.364 1.623 0.584 || 1.393 1.695 0.518

BNMF 1.376 1.583 0.813 || 1.431 1.625 0.709 || 1.718 1.928 0.528 || 1.890 1.975 0.591

performances are evaluated comparatively to neighborhood-
based methods also known as memory-based approaches,
and to model-based methods. Those methods are hereafter
presented:

o IPCC is a memory-based method that lays on the
inter-item similarities computation [12] using Pearson
Correlation Coefficient (PCC). In this method, a neigh-
borhood defined as a collection of items having been
rated by the same users is built. Thereafter, the predicted
rating is computed as a weighted mean of ratings over
items belonging to the neighborhood.

« UPCC is a memory-based method that lays on the inter-
user similarities computation [8] using PCC. In this
approach, a neighborhood defined as a set of users hav-
ing rated the same items is built. Thereafter, the pre-
dicted rating is computed as a weighted mean of ratings
assigned by users belonging to the neighborhood.

« Spearman-based CF is a memory-based method that
performs inter-user and inter-item similarities computa-
tions [15] using Spearman Rank Correlation Coefficient
(SRCC). Afterwards, the prediction is made based on
user and item approaches.

« Bayesian Non-Negative Matrix Factorization (BNMF)
based method is a model-based method. It is a prob-
abilistic recommendation approach based on a non-
negative variant of matrix factorization [20]. This
approach decomposes the rating matrix into non-
negative latent features matrices. Users and items are
divided into groups in order to increase the efficiency
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of the matrix factorization. The BNMF method is
parametrized as follows:

— The degree of evidence needed to the users’ ratings

inference is set to 4.
— The number of iterations to the algorithm conver-
gence is set to 150.

— The number of latent factors is set to 12.
Probabilistic Matrix Factorization (PMF) based method
is a model-based recommendation method built on the
baseline matrix factorization following a probabilis-
tic approach [29]. This method decomposes the high-
dimensional rating matrix into low-dimensional latent
features matrices. Thereafter, the Gradient optimization
method is performed to determine the optimal low-
dimension matrices. The PMF method is parametrized
as follows:

— The number of iterations for the convergence of the

algorithm is set to 150.

— The step size of an iteration is set to 0.05.

— The number of latent features is set to 10.

Naive Bayesian Collaborative Filtering (NBCF) method
is arecommendation approach based on the Naive Bayes
classifier in which uniform probability distributions are
used and therefore simplify the modeling of interactions
between users and items [35].

2) ASSESSMENT OF THE PREDICTION ACCURACY
Following Tab. 6, the prediction quality of our method is
compared to that of the existing model and memory-based
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FIGURE 3. BIHRS Performances on MovieLens1M Dataset.

recommendation methods. It can be observed that the predic-
tion accuracy of our method outperforms that of competing
model and memory-based approaches. Indeed, MAE and
RSME performances of our BIHRS model are lower than
those of IPCC, UPCC, Spearman-based CF, NBCF, PMF and
BNME. This effectiveness of our method is due to the fact that
our approach is built on a model that learns from users’ and
items’ observations to thereafter infer users’ behaviors based
on realistic considerations such as users’ intuitions and items’
features. Furthermore, our approach shows a higher NDCG
trend compared to that of other recommendation methods.
It means that regarding the ranking accuracy, our proposal is
better than other methods. In addition, it can be observed that
the matrix sparsity affects globally the performances of each
method indicated in Tab. 6 due to the fact that the increase of
matrix sparsity rate induces a decrease in training data that
feed each recommendation approach. However, despite that
negative impact, our approach outperforms other methods
and thus highlights its data sparsity resiliency capacity.

Compared to model-based recommendation methods,
Fig. 3a depicts the MAE performance of our proposal from
the usage of the MovieLensIM dataset. It can be observed
that MAE trends of our method and its two variants namely
User-based BIHRS and Item-based BIHRS are the lowest,
meaning a high prediction accuracy compared to that of other
model-based methods. This prediction accuracy improve-
ment is explained by the fact that by modeling plausible
intuitions or a priori information, our method includes more
realistic aspects in the prediction model than other model-
based methods.
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Fig. 4a depicts the MAE performance evaluation from
the usage of the MovieLens10M dataset. It can be observed
that the MAE trend of our method is globally improved
from 0.7 to 0.692 on average. This is due to the fact
that the MovieLens10M dataset hosts more ratings than the
MovieLens1M dataset. Hence, by using the MovieLens10M
dataset, many more observations are involved in the inference
process to refine the prediction. Once more, our method
shows a MAE performance better than that of other model-
based approaches. In Fig. 5a, 6a and 7a, our method per-
formances are shown using Flixster, Ciao, and Epinions
datasets. It can be observed that MAE performances of our
method are lower and therefore better than those of other
methods.

From the usage of the MovieLenslM dataset, Fig. 3b
depicts the RSME performance of our approach compared to
model-based recommendation methods. It can be observed
that our method and its two variants show a lower RSME
trend meaning that our approach prediction accuracy is better
than that of other model-based methods.

Fig. 4b shows the RSME performance from the usage
of the MovieLens10M dataset. It can be noted that thanks
to more data in the dataset, the RSME performance of our
method is roughly improved from 0.857 to 0.845 on average.
Hence, by its RSME trend, our method outperforms other
model-based approaches. In Fig. 5b, 6b and 7b, our method
performances are observed using Flixster, Ciao, and Epinions
datasets. It can be observed that RSME performances of our
proposal are lower and therefore better than those of other
methods.
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From the usage of the MovieLens1M dataset, Fig. 3¢ shows
the NDCG performance of our proposal compared to model-
based recommendation methods. It can be observed that our
method shows a higher NDCG trend meaning a ranking
accuracy higher than that of other methods.

Exploiting the MovieLens1OM dataset, Fig. 4c shows
the NDCG improvement of our proposal and its variants
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8 10 12
Number of Recommendations

(O]

compared to other methods. Indeed, it can be highlighted
a NDCG increase of 2.5% on average compared to other
model-based methods. In Fig. 5c, 6¢ and 7c, our method
performances are shown using Flixster, Ciao, and Epinions
datasets. It can be observed that NDCG performances of our
approach are higher and therefore better than those of other
methods.
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3) EVALUATION OF THE RECOMMENDATION QUALITY

According to Tab. 7, the recommendation quality of our
method is evaluated comparatively to that of the competing
memory-based recommendation methods. It can be observed
that, for each method mentioned in Tab. 7, the precision is
globally affected by the increase in the number of recom-
mendations. It is explained by the fact that the increasing
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number of recommendations induces the addition of low pre-
diction accuracy items in the recommendations list and con-
sequently affects the recommendation precision. The recall
trend of all methods increases with the number of recom-
mendations because a significant recommendation number
increases the possibility of recommending expected items.
Despite this fact, the recommendation quality of our method
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TABLE 7. BIHRS Recommendation Quality Compared to Baseline Memory-based CFs.

Number of Recommendations 5 10 15 20
Datasets Algorithms Precision Recall || Precision Recall || Precision Recall || Precision Recall
UPCC 0.348  0.401 0.338  0.585 0.330  0.676 0324 0.732
Movielens IPCC 0365  0.091 0.347 0451 0.338  0.609 0.327  0.687
Spearman-based CF | 0.417  0.493 0.364  0.687 0335 0.789 0315  0.847
BIHRS 0.937  0.505 0917  0.694 0.908  0.825 0.903  0.897
UPCC 0512 0.346 0.452  0.523 0.306  0.612 0264 0.752
Flixster IPCC 0.536  0.264 0482  0.354 0.343  0.654 0315  0.692
Spearman-based CF | 0.504  0.453 0454  0.642 0421  0.726 0.397  0.783
BIHRS 0.549  0.731 0.553  0.825 0.546  0.876 0.543  0.899
UPCC 0.534  0.268 0425  0.447 0336 0.568 0.321  0.781
Ciao IPCC 0401  0.275 0.395  0.468 0.384  0.634 0338  0.741
Spearman-based CF | 0.484  0.510 0332 0.641 0315 0.754 0302  0.865
BIHRS 0.821  0.982 0.819  0.992 0.818 0.994 0.818  0.997
UPCC 0.544  0.482 0.351  0.589 0.343  0.634 0302  0.745
Epinions IPCC 0468  0.151 0.364 0435 0342 0.534 0312 0.654
Spearman-based CF | 0.565  0.415 0.541  0.645 0452  0.757 0.384  0.844
BIHRS 0.776  0.466 0.755  0.674 0.756  0.779 0.754  0.832

MovieLens10M
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FIGURE 8. Execution time, CPU and Memory use.

remains better than that of memory-based approaches (IPCC,
UPCC, and Spearman-based CF) since the precision of our
BIHRS method is the highest. Indeed, referring to Tab. 7,
the recommendation quality of our method is better than that
of memory-based approaches since the precision and recall
trends of our BIHRS method are higher than those of IPCC,
UPCC and Spearman-based CF.

Now, we compare our method to other model-based
methods. Fig. 3e, Se, 6e and 7e depict the recommendation
precision of our proposal using MovieLens1M, Flixster, Ciao
and Epinions datasets. The precision trend is affected by
the increase in the number of recommendations due to low-
accurately predicted items added to the set of recommenda-
tions. However, it can be observed that the precision shown by
our method is better than that of other model-based methods.
This precision improvement is justified by the fact that our
model integrates more features in the prediction process than
other methods.

From the usage of the MovieLens10M dataset, Fig. 4e
highlights the recommendation precision of our proposal.
It can be observed that our method is scalable because the
BIHRS’s precision is higher than that of other model-based
methods, even in the case of large datasets.

Fig. 3d, 5d, 6d and 7d highlight the recall trends of our
proposal compared to other model-based recommendation
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methods using MovieLens1M, Flixster, Ciao and Epinions
datasets. It can be observed that our recall performance
method is improved compared to other methods.

Exploiting the MovieLens10M dataset, Fig. 4d shows the
recall performance of our proposal which is slightly enhanced
compared to other model-based recommendation methods.
In addition, compared to BIHRS’s recall trend obtained by
using the MovieLens1M dataset, it can be observed that the
scalability of our method is highlighted because the BIHRS’s
recall trend obtained by using the MovieLens10M dataset is
increased of 3% on average.

4) COMPUTATIONAL RESOURCES CONSUMPTION

Fig. 8 shows the computational resources consumption of
each model-based methods. In Fig. 8a, it can be observed
that our method shows a competitive execution time slightly
higher than that of NBCF and BNMF methods but lower
than that of PMF for the large MovieLens10M dataset. The
relatively low execution time of the BIHRS method high-
lights the scalability of our proposal for large datasets. For
Ciao and Epinions datasets, our method’s time execution is
slightly higher but it is offset by significative recommenda-
tion performances of BIHRS compared to other model-based
methods. Fig. 8b and Fig. 8c show that our proposal consumes
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more Central Processing Unit (CPU) and memory resources
than other methods. It is due to the complexity of computed
non-uniform probability distributions. However, it has been
proved that our method shows an increased prediction accu-
racy (see Fig. 3,4, 6, 7, 5) and an enhanced recommendation
quality (see Tab. 3 and Tab. 4) compared to other methods.
For this reason, our method appears as a valuable trade-off
between a high-accurate recommendation and an affordable
computational cost.

5) THREATS TO VALIDITY

In our proposal, the recommendation is performed on datasets
used to model users’ tastes in the training phase. Experiments
have been conducted on datasets with significant matrix den-
sity and in which the number of items jointly rated by users
is significant. Consequently, the evaluation of users’ tastes
similarity is accurate since users express their interest in the
same items. In the case of datasets in which users do not
jointly rate items, the assessment of users’ preferences prox-
imity could be corrupted and therefore affect the prediction
accuracy due to clusters hosting dissimilar users. In other
words, the recommendation precision could be threatened in
the case of datasets in which users do not jointly rate a signi-
ficative number of items. In addition, users’ and items’ cluster
sizes have to be carefully chosen since small cluster sizes
could affect the recommendation accuracy as probability dis-
tributions are computed on clusters, while big cluster sizes
could noise the prediction process with additional irrelevant
information. Knowing that the number of clusters is set at the
initialization of the clustering process, it should be chosen
with caution since a small number of clusters could induce big
cluster sizes in which there will be noisy data; while a high
number of clusters could induce small cluster sizes in which
data will be sparse. However, our proposal remains general
since experimentations have been conducted on popular and
widely adopted datasets in the recommendation field.

V. CONCLUSION AND PERSPECTIVES

In this paper, we have addressed the item targeting prob-
lem by proposing a hybrid model-based recommendation
approach that is built on the Bayesian inference in order to
predict users’ interests. The proposed method excels through
its easy-explainability like that of memory-based CFs, and its
high-precision like model-based CFs. The Bayesian predic-
tion model developed in our proposal employs non-uniform
probability distributions to model intuitions, and a priori
information related to items’ features and users’ behav-
iors. The proposed method merges a user-based approach
and an item-based approach to alleviate the data sparsity,
and therefore enhance the prediction accuracy by exploiting
all various aspects raised by user-item interactions. After-
wards, the MAP principle helps to predict user’s interest in
a given item by computing the rating that maximizes the
Bayesian predictive distribution on the unknown observable.
Experiments have been conducted on free-available datasets
and show that the proposed method outperforms others
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(UPCC, TIPCC, Spearman-based CF) regarding the MAE
and the RSME performances. Besides, the results obtained
highlight the improved prediction accuracy of our proposal,
the ranking accuracy of the proposed method through its valu-
able NDCG performances. Moreover, the effectiveness of our
approach expressed by its increased prediction accuracy and
its improved recommendation quality has been shown com-
paratively to other model-based recommendation methods
(PMF, NBCF, BNMF).

Given the rapid growth of Big Data, an extension of our
approach could be developed by the integration of other
sources of information. Indeed, the high intensity of users’
activity on social networks offers increased possibilities and
rich sources of information to embed in the recommenda-
tion process. For this purpose, to enhance the prediction in
the future, we plan to mine users’ opinions, and contents
consumed by users on social networks to implicitly extract
their feedbacks and tastes. In addition, the recommendation
quality could be improved by using some methods such as
listwise, pairwise and pointwise ranking techniques to learn
to accurately rank items recommended to users; and therefore
refine the recommendation precision since users will receive
a list of relevant and ranked items at the end of the process.
We also plan to develop an improved data sampling strategy
that selects only the most informative training instances to
involve in the prediction process. Consequently, that sam-
pling strategy will contribute to reduce the computational cost
and speed up the recommendation process.
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