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ABSTRACT The control of expenses related to electricity has been showing significant growth, especially
in residential environments. Monitoring of electrical loads that are turning on and off from home are often
performed using smart plugs, providing to the consumers’ information about operation intervals and power
consumed by each device. Despite a practical solution to control and reduce electricity costs, it has a high cost
due to the number of meters required. The high-cost problem can be worked around by using a non-intrusive
load monitoring proposal (NILM), where voltage and current measurements are taken at the home entrance,
in counterpart demand an extra processing step. In this extra step, various actions like computation of powers,
identification of the occurrence of events, and identification of the status of which equipment (on/ off) must be
made. The purpose of this work was the elaboration of a heuristic type event detector using floating analysis
windows for locating stability zones on power signals after indicating a power change above a predetermined
value. For that, tests of the best arrangement of event identifier data to identify which load has been added
or removed from the monitored circuit are made. The proposed hybrid approach optimizes the processes
using the Fireworks Algorithm (FWA) were used in the Random Forest classifier to improve classification
performance. The proposed event identifier and classifier tests were performed on the dataset BLUED, which
contains data collected at a North-American residence over one week. The event identifier results were
compared with other publications that used different approaches, and the results of the classifications were
compared to each other, using various data entry forms, and as an ideal classifier.

INDEX TERMS Non-intrusive load monitoring, BLUED, firework optimization algorithm, heuristic event
detector, variable importance.

I. INTRODUCTION electricity systems, which provides data from the electrical

Each time more, the search for greater integration between
energy suppliers, consumers, and government agencies
(responsible for inspecting and regulating services and prod-
ucts related to electricity) has been done. The main idea
behind this integration is to offer higher reliability safety and
efficiency to the energy networks. For that, many actions have
been taken, such as various equipment and techniques that
have been applied to monitor energy consumption, strategies
to minimize the possibility of black-outs, and estimate types
of electrical charges that are connected to the electricity
grid [1].

A great ally of this search for integration is the concept
of Smart Grid, which is the interconnection of control and
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system collected to be used in strategic planning and decision
making of companies or responsible government agencies.

The data generated by identifying the loads coupled to
the system can provide a consumption profile and habits of
residents of the residences, such as times of higher consump-
tion of electricity, which equipment is used simultaneously,
what sequence of equipment occurs, among others [2] These
profiles and habits can be used by energy suppliers to propose
differentiated packages for each type of consumer, offering
products more assertively. It can also be used as input data in
a residential automation system and can predict user actions
and act under equipment that has IoT technology.

To make this data available reliably and discriminated, it is
generally necessary for several measuring instruments to be
coupled to each equipment you want to monitor. This mea-
surement strategy is known as intrusive measurement, and it
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is widely used due to the simplicity of its implementation.
However, it ends by increasing the cost of data acquisition
due to the number of meters to be equal to the number of
monitored equipment.

Nonetheless, there is another measurement method called
non-intrusive measurement (NIM), where few meters are
coupled at the input of the system to be measured, reduc-
ing the number of equipment used and, consequently, the
cost of measurement. However, this method does not make
available from the data of each equipment separately, which
makes the analyses more “‘superficial” when no other aux-
iliary technique is applied. Therefore, the data collected
by this method require processing through computing tech-
niques so that the maximum information can be extracted
and used.

The data processing techniques used usually have the
purpose of filtering, calculating, and segregating electrical
characteristics of the equipment that were connected to the
monitored system. Several methods are used, such as sim-
ple calculations of active and reactive power, Fast Fourier
Transform (FFT), digital, and other filter applications [3].
The higher the accuracy of the techniques applied for data
processing, the more assertive is the identification phase of
the equipment and, consequently, the higher accuracy of the
information extracted from the collected data.

This paper aims to classify residential loads by non-
intrusive measurement. For that, large volumes of data must
be treated, identifying events, and extracting useful infor-
mation. This type of treatment can be classified into the
Big Data area. The proposed approach applies two artificial
intelligence (AI) techniques known as Random Forest [4],
for the classification of residential loads, and Fireworks Opti-
mization algorithm [5], to evaluate its performance.

The proposed methodology has the following main steps:
(a) power calculations using the new IEEE 1459/2010 stan-
dard [6] to obtain training standards for the learning method;
(b) load identification and its performance evaluation, both
using the Random Forest technique; and (c) optimization of
random forest technique parameters, through the Fireworks
Optimization algorithm.

Several proposals have been elaborated over the years after
the first work involving NIM in a residential load environ-
ment, in the early 90s [7]. Until today, this work is considered
as one of the primary references in the area. Other seminal
work was published a few years after applying the NIM
concept in an industrial environment using neural networks
to identify electrical charge patterns [8].

Observing the existing NIM approaches, notice that the
sampling rate of electrical signals is one of the most relevant
of NIM features. When they have a high sampling (between
1kHz and 100kHz), they allow the detection and analysis of
the transition states of the equipment, but their implementa-
tions are more expensive [9]. However, projects with cheaper
sampling equipment have lower sampling rates, usually less
than 10Hz [10], and due to this fact (low cost), they can be
more extensively applied [11].
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The modes of extraction of characteristics of monitored
equipment can be classified based on time or on frequency.
When based on time, active power (P) and reactive (Q) are
usually used. However, they are not the only ones. The con-
struction of the PQ diagram allows a good perception of spe-
cific equipment depending on their resistance (R), inductance
(L), and capacitance (C) [12]. And more, voltage and current
[13], the trajectory of voltage and current (V—I) [14], and
current peaks [15] can also be used.

When based on frequency, there is a need for a sampling
rate of greater than or equal to 1kHz. When this principle
is fulfilled, there are two fundamental applications for this
purpose, the FFT [16], [17] and the Discrete Transformation
Fourier (DTF). The DTF has low efficiency in a sampling
frequency, not so high [18].

More recently, some works have drawn attention. Initially,
a NIM approach develops to demand response programs
for Demand-Side Management using a combinatorial PSO
technique [19]. And then, the reference [20] shows a hybrid
system, merging moving average, derivative analysis, and
filtering analysis, and without any particular requirement
information about the monitored appliances. The other work
treats with a deep convolutional neural network [21]. This
approach focuses on a residential consumer profile. And also,
the reference [22] which shows a method using convolution
neural networks and recurrent neural networks with a pinball
quantile loss function to help in the training process. The
results of this approach are compared with other deep neural
networks.

Much of the work uses property databases, a fact that
makes comparisons among approaches difficult. However,
some works have been developed, generating datasets for
tests, which are available for use, having distinct character-
istics depending on the site where they were developed, sam-
pling rate, and the number of monitored equipment, allowing
comparisons among the methods. The most important are:
REDD [23], BLUED [24], and UK-DALE [25].

Il. PRESENTATION OF THE USED Al TECHNIQUES

This section is divided into two main parts: one dedicated
to searching techniques, including Random Forest (RF), and
another about optimization techniques, including Fireworks
Optimization (FWO).

A. SEARCH Al TECHNIQUE
The search problem (or the problem to build a model using
search techniques) is one oldest problem in Al. Many algo-
rithms have been proposed to solve this type of problem, start-
ing with brute-force and blind search methods (also named
weak search methods), passing through heuristic search, and
also involving neural networks [26], support vector machine
[27], neighbors nearest [28], fuzzy C-means [29], among
many others. Good overviews of the search problem can be
found in [30], [31].

Another search method is RF, which is a machine learning
method based on a collection of Decision Trees used for
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FIGURE 1. Exemplify of bootstrap.

both classification and regression [4]. The RF method has
been extensively used in Big Data applications because the
own technique can select and use the best input without any
user action. Roughly speaking, in the method, many ‘‘small”
decision-trees are build forming a forest. The answer of the
final model for each set of inputs is the answer of the forest.
RF has been used in several other applications such as remote
monitoring [32], land classification [33], image classification
[34], selection and classification of biological information
[35], among others. Several different methodologies were
tested, and RF has been chosen because it has a straight-
forward implementation, fast convergence, and to get good
results.

B. RANDOM FOREST

The first proposition of random ““decision” forests was in 95
[4], the main idea was creating trees in oblique hyperplanes.
With this, each tree makes the forest gain in accuracy and
avoid overtraining [36]. However, the idea to have a forest
using a large set of “small” trees appears in [37], and the
plan to use Bootstrap Aggregating (or Bagging) in [38].

The general purpose of the bagging procedure is to reduce
statistical variance in learning methods. To explain that, let’s
take on a set of n independent observations Zi, Z,..., Z,,
each observation with a variance o2. The variance of the Z’
(mean of the observations) is given by o2 /n. Thus, to reduce
variance and increase the statistical accuracy of a learning
method, it is necessary to use various training sets, build
separate prediction models for each, and finally calculate the
average of results [39].

Then, with the prediction models f!(x), f2(x),..., f2(x)
using B sets of training separately and performing their mean
in order to obtain a model prediction of low statistical vari-
ance, which can be represented by equation (1).

1 B,
Fean X) = 23 P00 (M

The lack of practicality caused by the need for access to
multiple training sets can be circumvented using bootstrap,
taking repeated samples from the same training set, as shown
in Figure 1.
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With this, it is possible to generate B distinct sets for train-
ing, and thus train f**(x) models. And in the end, calculate the
average of their outputs, and its representation is represented
by equation (2).

1
Joag X) = Z:zlf *(x) 2)

However, the use of Bagging alone can generate several
similar trees if there are correlated attributes, and one of them
can be dominant over the others for the classification of spe-
cific samples. It is not advantageous since several trees would
select this dominant attribute to break nodes at the beginning
of the tree. And more, the average of several highly correlated
trees does not result in a reduction in total variation.

For solving that, each node break operation considers a
random amount of m attributes, chosen in the total set of
p attributes. Then, the break considers only one of these
attributes, and a new amount of m attributes is selected for
each of the next break operations. This procedure allows
uncorrelated attributes, since, on average, (p —m)/p attributes
are not be considered, and the resulting trees are less depen-
dent and, consequently, more reliable. And more, from the
uncorrelation of attributes, it is possible to extract the impor-
tant factor of each attribute for classification.

The main parameters for building an RF are: (a) trees
- the maximum number of trees; (b) minimum split size -
minimum size for breaking each nodes; (c) maximum tree
depth - maximum depth of trees; (d) features of split - number
of attributes to consider per breaks; (e) minimum information
gain - to occur the break; and (f) sub-sample ratio - the
relationship between the number of repetition observations
and the total amount of observations.

The complexity of an RF can be simplified for equation
(3), where m is the number of trees used in the forest, n is the
number of instances used, and v is the number of attributes
used per node, not taking into account the process of selecting
attributes.

O * m % nlog (n) 3)

When limited to the height of the tree, equation (3) can be
rewritten to equation (4), where /% is the limiting height of the
tree.

O % m % n *h) “)

C. OPTIMIZATION TECHNIQUES

Optimization methods have two distinct purposes: the selec-
tion of parameters to optimize the performance of a system,
and test and evaluation of quantitative models by the inter-
active process. In the first purpose, the quality of the system
optimization depends on the chosen parameters, which are
traditionally made by the user (or operator). When these
parameters are appropriately chosen, then they can cause
better performances; however, when these selected parame-
ters are not appropriated can cause worse performance. This
fact can be measured through system objectives or evaluation
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“fitness” functions. In real systems, usually, the interaction
between these parameters cannot always be performed ana-
lytically, so the operator should seek appropriate techniques,
aiming at system optimization, or at least an approximation
of an optimal point.

In the second purpose, test, and evaluation of quantitative
models by the interactive process, a model is built, and then
data is collected and used to test this model through a fitness
function. The result can be called the error function (or misfit
function). When there is a discrepancy between the results
of the model and the desired results, the model is modified.
This process is repeated until the problem to be solved, a
pre-established interaction limit is reached, or there is a no
different response.

Usually, complex problems, which require optimization
methods, have multiples objectives to accomplish, generating
a class of techniques named Multi-Objective Optimization
(MOP). In these problems, rarely a single solution exists, but
rather a set of solutions that create a combination of optimal
solutions called Pareto border [40].

Among the various existing optimization methods, there
is a type of optimization known as Swarm Intelligence [41],
which has presented big success to find optimal global solu-
tions in multimodal spaces. These methods consist of using
a population of individuals, where each individual is the
representation of a combination of state variables for a given
problem, which interact with each other and with the environ-
ment. Each individual represents a possible solution of the
problem, and they follow an objective function of given by
the problem, trying to converge to an optimal point in the
environment in which they are, thus generating an optimal
solution.

Some examples of algorithms of this type of optimization
are: (a) stochastic diffusion search [42], ant colony optimiza-
tion [43], and swarm particle optimization [44]. Most intel-
ligent swarm algorithms are bio-inspired; that is, the basic
idea of the optimization process they use was copied from
the observation of the behavior of animal colonies, insects,
and other living beings in nature [45].

Another newer algorithm is the Fireworks Optimization
(FWO), inspired by the explosion of fireworks, proposed in
[5]. This method is not a bio-inspired algorithm; however, it
has many similar characteristics to Swarm Intelligence, like a
representation of individuals, interactions among individuals
and with the environment, among others. FWO method is
used in this work to optimize the parameters of the RF training
process, as explained in this next section.

D. FIREWORKS OPTIMIZATION

The FWO algorithm starts from the explosion of fireworks
in random locations when a portion of sparks fills the space
around each site of the explosions. The explosion process
performs a search around a specific point. The algorithm uses
N vectors of xiG parameters, with D-dimensions, as the basic
population of each generation. The parameter i ranges from
1 to N, and the parameter G is the indicator of generations.
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FIGURE 2. Exemplify of FWO algorithm: (a) good firework, and (b) bad
firework.

Each individual in the population goes through the explo-
sion process, thus generating sparks around them. And the
two best sparks are selected for the next generation. Below,
the main phases of the FWO algorithm are more thor-
oughly addressed: explosion, mapping, Gaussian sparks and
selection.

1) EXPLOSION
In a pyrotechnic show, two possible behaviors of the fire-
works can be observed. When well made, many sparks are
generated around the initial explosion, and when poorly
made, only a few sparks are generated well dispersed from
the blast point. The same logic is used in the FWO algorithm
when the explosion is carried out in a promising area, that is,
close to an optimal point, several sparks close to this point
occur, generating a good firework (Figure 2(a)). However, if
the explosion occurred far away from an optimal point, the
process of scattering the sparks is larger, generating a bad
firework (Figure 2(b)) [46].

Assuming an FWO algorithm implemented for minimiza-
tion of a problem as expressed by equation (5).

minf(x),

Xmin = X = Xmax (5)

where f(x) is the fitness function to be minimized, x = x,
X2, ..., Xg are locations in space, and X;; and X4, are the
limits of the search space. When an inner spark explodes, this
spark is extinguished, and other sparks appear around where
it was. The explosion strategy is part of this idea to produce
new individuals by an explosion. Two parameters need to be
determined: the number of sparks and the sparks amplitude.

The first parameter is defined by equation (6).
Si _ S/ % NYmux _f (xi) + & (6)

Zi:] (Ymax _f (xi) + 8)
where S; represents the number of sparks generated by an
individual in the population, S’ is the maximum number of
sparks, and i ranges from 1 to N. To control the total number
of sparks, S’ is maintained constant. Assuming the purpose
of optimization is to minimize a function, the variable Y.
represents the worst value of the fitness function in the current
generation, and f(x;) represents the fitness function value
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of individual x;. The last parameter ¢ serves exclusively to
prevent the denominator from becoming zero.

Usually, the number of not very satisfactory results can be
high if S; is too large [5]. So, to avoid this, it is necessary to
create limits for S; according to equation (7).

(O[*Si), ifSi<O{>kSl‘
Six)=q(B*S), if Si>pBx*S, @)
St otherwise

where o and B are constant and @ < < 1. Typical values
with good experimental results are « = 0.04 and 8 = 0.8.

The second parameter in this strategy is sparks amplitude,
given by equation (8).

/ f (xi) - Ymin +¢é
=A x* i
2 :i:1 (f i) — Yin + &)

where A; represents amplitude generated by the explosion
of an individual x;, A’ is the maximum amplitude, and i
ranges from 1 to N. With the aiming to control the ampli-
tude, A’ is maintained constant. The best value of the Y,
fitness function in the current generation is used to calculate
amplitude. The last parameter € serves exclusively to prevent
the denominator from becoming zero. When an individual is
very close to the boundaries of the problem, the generated
sparks can be placed outside the search space. In this case, the
mapping limits are used to keep the spark within the search
space.

In addition to the explosion strategy, another strategy to
generate spark is used, named Gaussian sparks strategy,
which is discussed below in this paper.

®)

2) MAPPING
The mapping strategy ensures that all individuals created
remain in the search space. If individuals appear outside the
search space, they are mapped into the search space through
equation (9).

Xi = Xpmin + %] ©oXmax — Xmin) 9

where x; represents the position of a spark that appears outside
the search space, x;;i, and x4, are the maximum and mini-
mum values, respectively, of the search space that a spark can
take. The % symbol represents the rest of the integer division.

3) GAUSSIAN SPARKS
In order to maintain diversity among individuals in a popula-
tion, the Gaussian spark strategy is used to generate sparks
with Gaussian distribution. Assuming that an individual’s
current position is given by x,’c, the Gaussian explosion is
given by equation (10).

I =a +g (10)

where g is a random number in Gaussian distribution, as
shown in equation (11), meaning, the parameter g follows a

75064

Gaussian distribution with average value and standard devia-
tion equal to 1.

g = Gaussiana(1, 1) (1D

After a normal explosion and a Gaussian explosion, it is nec-
essary to choose individuals for the next generation. Usually,
a selection based on distance is used.

4) SELECTION
In the selection of individuals for the next generation, the best
individual, who had better value in the fitness function, is
always selected first. Then the next (N — 1) individuals are
selected based on the distance to the others. Individuals more
distant from others are more likely to be selected compared
to those closest to others.

The general distance between two positions in space can
be calculated according to equation (12).

R(xi) = ZjeK d (xi, Xj) = ZjeK Hxi — XjH (12)

where x; and x; (i # j) are positions of the individuals i and j,
and K is the set of all current positions. For the calculation of
distances, any method can be used, such as Euclidean distance
and Manhattan distance. The Euclidean distance was used, as
can be observed by equation (13).

d (xi, %) = |f () —f ()| (13)

where f (x;) is the fitness equation for position x; and d (x;,x;)
represents the distance between two positions. And finally, a
roulette method is used to calculate the possibility of selecting
a location, as shown in equation (14).
R (x;)

p (xi) >k RO (14)
Thus, individuals with great distance from others have a
higher chance of being selected, ensuring the diversity of the
population.

The complexity of the FWO algorithm can be approxi-
mated by equation (15) [5], where G is the number of gen-
erations, n is the number of fireworks, m is the number of
sparks produced by the normal explosion strategy, and m’ is
the number of sparks produced by the gaussian sparks:

OG* (n+m+m)) (15)

lIl. PROPOSED METHODOLOGY

The proposed methodology involves many steps: (a) the
selection of the dataset, (b) computing the electrical powers,
(c) identification of events using the statistical tool developed
and optimized, (d) selection of intervals of events occurred in
the dataset to extract variations in electrical characteristics,
(e) selection of events to be used in the training of the classi-
fier, (f) training of the RF classifier using the FWO algorithm,
and (g) construction of the confusion matrix. Figure 3 illus-
trates the schematic of the proposed methodology, divided
into three stages.
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FIGURE 3. Flowchart of the proposed method.

A. STAGE I - PRE-PROCESSING OF DATA

In this stage, the preprocessing of data from the dataset
occurs. For example, if the BLUED dataset [24] has been
used, each sample on the dataset contains information about
the instant measurement (¢), current in phase A (I4), current
in phase B (Ip), and voltage in phase A (V4). The voltage and
current data are used to calculate the powers, using the IEEE
1459/2010 standard [6].

1) CALCULATION OF POWERS OF THE DATASET

For the calculations of the powers associated with phase B,
it is necessary to calculate the voltage B (Vp), which is made
using voltage A (V,) as reference.

Data samples can be used in two different ways for power
calculations: continuous or per cycle. In continuous form, n
samples are used to calculate the power in a period ¢, and in
the calculation of power in the period ¢ + 1 is removed the
older sample and added a new one for the new calculation, as
can be observed in equation (16).

p@)=O)xiO)]+ D) xi(D]+---
+ [v(n) xi(n)]
pa+D) =M *xi(D]+---+[v(n)*in)]
+ v+ 1) xi(n+1)] (16)
In the form by cycles, the calculation of power in the period ¢
uses n samples, and in the calculation of power in the period

t+ 1 are removed the n samples and added new n samples, as
can be observed in equation (17).

p @) =[(O0)«i(0)]+[v)*i(1)]+
+ [v(m) xi(n)]
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pt+D)=pmr+Dxin+D]+[vn+2)xi(n+2)]
—+[v(2n) xi(2n)] (17)

Both forms of calculation for any power at any time it is
necessary at least one complete cycle of samples, so n needs
to be at least 200 (i.e., with acquisition frequency of 12 kHz).

For the calculations of the active and reactive powers, filter
applications are required to eliminate frequencies other than
the fundamental (60 Hz for this dataset). The Notch filter [47]
is used to remove the non-desired frequencies from the orig-
inal data, resulting in data containing only the fundamental
frequency.

2) MOVING AVERAGE FILTER

Applying afilter to the calculated powers is necessary to elim-
inate rapid variations in short time intervals, such as normal
variations in signal and noise, which can make it difficult in
the event identification process, presented below. The most
suitable filter for this application is the moving average filter
that smoothes the curve of the calculated powers, which can
be expressed by equation (18).

1 N
Pi) =+ ano

The action of the filter can be observed in Figure 4, which
presents: (a) the original signal and the result of different
settings for the mobile filter (Figure 4 (b), (c), and (d)).

The filter parameter N is optimized through the FWO to
improve the performance of the identifier, aiming at min-
imizing the identifier error. The goal of optimization is to
minimize the classification error, focused on calculating the
accuracy of the system.

P(i +n) (18)
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FIGURE 4. Application of the mobile average filter: (a) original signal, (b)
filter with N = 50, (c) filter with N = 100, and (d) filter with N = 300.

B. STAGE Il - IDENTIFICATION OF THE OCCURRENCE

OF EVENTS

For the function of identifying events developed, data analysis
windows of a time series and statistical calculations are used
but without the probabilistic voting system [48].

The principles used in the approach developed are based
on the use of floating windows (moving from a fixed point),
moving medium filters, and analysis of the variance of mea-
surements between windows to detect the occurrence of
events seeking stability states (before and after their perfor-
mance). These principles are described below.
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1) STATISTICAL CALCULATIONS
For each dataset analyzed, the mean set needs to be calculated
according to equation (19).
1

P =- Zl P; (19)
where P’ is the arithmetic mean of the powers in the analyzed
time interval, P; is i-th power of the set, and n is the number
of samples in the analyzed time interval.

Using the mean set analyzed, it is possible to calculate the
variance of the values using equation (20).

2_1 oy \2
ol=—) (P =P) (20)

where o2 is the variance of the measurements in the time
interval analyzed.

2) FLOATING WINDOWS

The proposal for identification by floating windows is ini-
tially based on monitoring the powers used to identify the
loads. A power buffer is filled with n sequential power sam-
ples (amount n enough to detect an event). A pivot is used
to reference a specific buffer point (for all experiments the
center of the buffer was used), and the pre- and post-events
windows of previously defined sizes (Wpy. and wp,y; ) are allo-
cated adjacent to the pivot initially. When a minimum power
variation greater than a predefined limit (Py,,-) is detected, as
equation (21) shows, it is initially considered that an event
occurred at that instant. Confirmation of this event is done
by commuting the pre and post windows in order to distance
themselves from the pivot to a maximum predefined distance
(distiay ).

|Pp0st - pre)| > Py (2D

For each new position assumed by the windows, their
means and variances are calculated. The point where each
window (pre and post-event) has less variance is used to
confirm whether it was possible to detect an event for
the instant under analysis. Comparisons are made with the
boundary variances (oﬁmit []), sequentially, according to the
equation (22).

jimite [01 < Ofiire [1] < Oz [2] < 0 31 (22)

To avoid the same event being indicated again as a new
occurrence of the same event when pivot movement occurs.
The pivot to the next position is defined as a pivot jump. So its
new position would be such that the previous window (Wpe)
was in the position of the post window (W) of the stability
point of the detected event. This procedure can be observed
in the example of Figure 5.

Figure 6 (a) exemplifies a sequence of powers calculated in
time. In Figure 6(b), it is possible to visualize the beginning
of the search process for stable regions, where the pivot is
indicated by the purple line, and the pre- and post-windows
are indicated by the space between the green lines, initially
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FIGURE 5. Pivot jumping process.

adjacent to each other. In Figure 6(c), it is possible to note
the end of the process, where the windows moved away from
the pivot until it reaches stable regions (low variances) at the
terms.

The cr,%”pre and a[%lrpost parameters are optimized using the
FWO algorithm, focusing on minimizing event identification
error, and the parameters Wpye, Wposr, and distyy are chosen
experimentally.

The complexity of the algorithm is O(N2) because two
main searches happen. The first search is in the vector with
the samples instantly with a power variation greater than the
Py, In the second first, within the first search, occurs for the
zones of anterior and posterior stability.

3) EXTRACTION OF EVENTS CHARACTERISTICS

During the process of identifying the occurrence of events, the
windows used around the pivot contain the powers calculated
for these moments. The difference between these powers
provided the electrical characteristics added or removed with
the activation or removal of any equipment to the moni-
tored system. The classification process can be simplified if
only absolute values of the electrical characteristics are used,
reducing the order of the problem.

4) SELECTION OF EVENTS FOR TRAINING

This part of the algorithm depends on the characteristic of
each data set, such as the number of samples, types of sam-
ples, and so on. In the case of the use of the BLUED dataset
[24], it has more than 35 monitored and demarcated circuits
(with labels), but among them, 28 of these circuits represent
a single load.

Labels greater than 204 indicate circuits that have more
than one equipment connected to them or unknown equip-
ment. Therefore, they cannot and are not used in the training
phase, as they would introduce errors in training in the classi-
fication algorithm since the electrical characteristics and their
labels would not reflect a specific load.

Other events that are not selected for training are those of
events that occur simultaneously, since electrical characteris-
tics may be masked due to overlapping events.

C. STAGE Iil - TRAINING AND CLASSIFICATION

This stage consists of selecting the format for training, the
training itself, and optimization of the RF classifier, and
classifier performance analysis.
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FIGURE 6. Floating windows: (a) power in time, (b) initial previous and
post windows, and (c) final previous and post windows.

1) FORMAT SELECTION FOR TRAINING

The organization of the data impacts the performance of the
classifier. Four different ways to data organize used in the
proposed method are a variation of electrical characteristics
(VCE), simple waveform (SWF), offset waveform (OWF),
and wave variation rate (WVR).

The variation of electrical characteristics is based on the
use of the variation of each of the electrical characteristics
before and after the event. For the purpose of decreasing the
order of complexity of the problem, the original signals are
disregarded, only the variations are used. Variations of char-
acteristics are arranged, as shown in Figure 7. An example of
this process can be observed in Figure 8.
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FIGURE 7. Data layout in the training table.
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FIGURE 8. Example of data arrangement using the variation of the
characteristics: (a) Graphic with power in time, showing the pivot, and (b)
pre- and post-windows.
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FIGURE 9. Data layout in a table for training with a simple waveform.

For the other modes of data layouts, a time interval is
selected around the pivot. The data are arranged sequentially,
as demonstrated in Figure 9, where i is the beginning, and n
is the end of the analyzed interval.

In the simple waveform, no treatment is required in the
data used. But, in the offset waveform, the wave is shifted
vertically based on this displacement at the point where the
pivot is, moving it to the zero points, as can be seen in
Figure 10.

At the wave variation rate, a time interval is selected around
the pivot, and the variation rate is calculated in this range, as
can be observed in Figure 11.

2) CLASSIFIER OPTIMIZATION USING FWO

Classifier optimization is performed offline, optimizing
parameters of direct performance influence, which are: trees,
maximum tree depth, feature per split, and sub-sample ratio.

The optimization algorithm used is the previously pre-
sented FWO algorithm. The objective of the optimization is
to minimize the classification error, focusing on calculating
the accuracy of the system.

The performances of the classifier optimizations are
exposed through the confusion matrix. The matrix demon-
strates the results by grouping the classifier outputs according
to the following concepts [49]: (a) True Positive (TP) - event
classified and corresponds to reality; (b) True Negative (TN) -
unclassified event corresponds to non-existence with the real;
(c)- False Positive (FP) - event classified, but erroneously
with reality; and (d) False Negative (FN) - an event not
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FIGURE 11. Example of data arrangement using the rate of variation of
curves.

classified, but existing in reality. With these concepts, it is
possible to calculate metrics to indicate the performance of
the classifier, which are:

1. Accuracy — which calculates the proportion of correct
classifications, without separating whether it is a true pos-
itive or true negative, in relation to all data, as shown in
equation (23).

TP + TN

Accuracy = (23)
TP+ FP+ TN + FN

2. Recall- which calculates the proportion of true positives
in relation to all positives, as shown in equation (24). It
also assumes the percentage name of true positives (TPP). It
demonstrates the system’s ability to classify the occurrence
of a given event correctly.

TP
Recall = ———— (24
TP + FN
3. Specificity — which calculates the proportion of true nega-
tives in relation to all negatives, as shown in equation (25). It
demonstrates the system’s ability to sort the absence of events
correctly.

Specificit Gl (25)
ecificity = ——

Py = IN ¥ Fp

4. Precision — which calculates the proportion of correct
positive in relation to the total number of positive events, as
shown in equation (26).

.. P
Precision = —— (26)
TP + FP
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5. Efficiency — which calculates the arithmetic mean of Sen-
sitivity and Specificity, as shown in equation (27).
Recall + Specificit

Efficiency = * 2p Y (27)
6. False Positive Percentage (FPP) — which calculates the
percentage of false true stemming from the total amount of
negative events, as shown in equation (28).
_FP
~ IN +FP
7. F-Score - also known as F1-Score, which calculates the
harmonic mean of precision and sensitivity, as shown in
equation (29).

FPP (28)

F — Score — 2 # Recall % Preci.si.on (29)
Recall + Precision

The system error is also calculated with the Euclidean
distance, from the optimal point til the point formed by (FPP,
TPP), as can be observed in equation (30) [20]. The optimal
point is given by (0, 1) because there are 0% false positives
and 100% true positives. The lower the result, the closer
to the optimal point; consequently, the better the identifier
performance.

Error = ||(0, 1) — (FPP, TPP)|| (30)

Or alternatively, the equation (31) can calculate the perfor-
mance.

Y =1—Error =1— [|(0, 1) — (FPP, TPP)|| (€28

IV. RESULTS OF TESTS
The evaluation of the proposed methodology and perfor-
mance comparison is carried out in the following ways: 1.
Optimization of parameters for identifying event occurrence
using a portion of the BLUED dataset [24]; 2. Validation
of optimized parameters in the full dataset; 3. Analyze the
possible sources of error of the identification process; 4.
Evaluation of which data format provides the best results for
classification; 5. Optimization of the classification method
through the RF algorithm; 6. Evaluation of the performance
of the method with optimized parameters; and 7. Analyze the
possible sources of error in the classification process.

The results of the main objectives proposed, identification
of events, and classification of loads, are presented in the
following subsections.

A. IDENTIFICATION PROCESS
Because the dataset is very extensive, the optimization pro-
cess has been performed in a segment of it, randomly chosen.
The parameters of the best individual in optimization are:
R _ . a2 —_ . _ .
Na = 50; 0,004 = 0.015 05,4 = 0.0033; Np = 200;
Jt%”me = 0.01; ot%”pmtB = 0.0033. As defined by equation
(22) the limits of variance (al%mit) is based on optimized value,
assuming the followi lues: o2 . [ =02 ;02 . [1]=

g the following values: o, .. [?]1 =0, ; oj;i [1]

3 *Ol%mit (21 Ul%mit 21 =6 *Ul%mit [?]; and Ul%mit Bl =12

l)
0 i [2]-
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TABLE 1. Confusion matrix for the identification process.

Phases A B A+B
Det N-Det Det N-Det Det N-Det
Ev 830 62 1251 312 2081 374
N-Ev 82 19268 763 18597 845 37865

Note: Ev- Event, N-Ev - Non-Event, Det- Detected, and N-Det -Non-Detected.

TABLE 2. Performance indexes of the identification process.

Phases A B A+B
Accuracy 99.29% 98.22% 98.01%

Recall 93.05% 62.12% 71.12%
Specificity 99.58% 99.46% 99.36%
Efficiency 96.31% 80.79% 85.24%

TABLE 3. Performance index comparison of the identification processes.

Method Proposed GLR Hybrid
Phase A 88% 78% 94%
Phase B 47% 49% -
TABLE 4. Performances of the event detection.
Methods VCE SWF OWF WVR
Recall 89.91% 77.18% 87.84% 60.92%
Specificity 99.04% 96.94% 98.63% 92.94%
Precision 89.60% 75.18% 86.55% 58.10%
F-Score 89.65% 75.36% 86.73% 53.73%
Efficiency 94.47% 87.06% 93.24% 76.93%

Table 1 represents the confusion matrix of the identifica-
tion process for the phases A, B, and the two phases together
(A + B). The total event occurrence (Event) in both phases
is 2455 (TP + FN). The total event non-occurrence (Non-
Event) is approximated from the total monitoring time, taking
into account the event with a longer transition time. The num-
ber of non-events is 37865. Table 2 shows the performance
indexes.

Performance comparison of the proposed method is made
with the GLR identifier [48] and with the hybrid identifier
[20], using TPP and FPP values, and the performance index
(Eq. (31)) Table 3 shows these results. The proposed identifier
performs higher in the identification in phase A and slightly
lower performance in phase B when compared to the GLR
identifier. However, when compared to the hybrid identifier
presents lower performance relative to phase A.

B. EVENT DETECTION

The computation of all methods are made, and Table 4 sum-
marizes the main results. Two methods with better perfor-
mance are VCE and OWE, respectively, when analyzed from
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TABLE 5. Random forest final characteristics.

Methods Limits VCE+FWO OWF+FWO  VCE+PSO
Trees 3000 557 996 704
MaxTreeDep 100 23 32 25
FeatPerSplit - 3 22 4
S-sampleRat 100% 79% 100% 99%

Note MaxTreeDep - Maximum Trees Depth, FeatPerSplit - Feature Per Split,
and S-sampleRat - Sub Sample Ratio.

TABLE 6. Performances of the load identification process.

Methods VCE+FWO OWF+FWO
Accuracy 98.37% 88.53%
Recall 89.57% 88.53%
Specificity 98.96% 98.69%
Precision 89.33% 87.19%
F-Score 89.28% 87.37%
Efficiency 94.26% 93.61%

TABLE 7. Performance index comparison of the identification processes.

TPP FPP v
VCE+FWO 89.57 1.04 98,06
OWF+FWO 88.53 131 97.75

the final values of indexes. These two approaches are used to
continue the load classification process.

C. CLASSIFICATION OF LOADS

For the stage of optimization and classification of loads,
VCE, and OWF approaches are used. Table 5 shows some
information about the ranges of RF optimization parameters,
the final results of the RF using VCE and OWF data and being
optimized by FWO, and the result comparison using particle
swarm optimization (PSO) [45]. While Table 6 presents the
performance indexes for each method, and Table 7 shows the
results of the load identification process of each approach.
The comparison among the methods shows that the perfor-
mances are slightly the same; however, the Random Forest
(RF) produced by the variation of electrical characteristics
(VCE) data preparation, and training with Fireworks Opti-
mization (FWO) algorithm, provides much more single for-
est (highlights in Table 5), producing a more simple model
to be used. Because the number of trees is smaller than
the other approaches, and more, these trees are smaller in
deep and in the feature per split, producing simpler trees.
It means the model created by the VCE + FWO has less
and simpler trees with a better representation index (¢). This
index, computed by the equation (31), represents the quality
of the performance of the proposed approach to classify-
ing the loads correctly. The value of 98.06% indicates the
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percentage of correct classifications provided by the proposed
approach.

V. CONCLUSION

This paper presents a non-intrusive method for load identi-
fication based on Random Forest (RF) and Firework Opti-
mization (FWO). The main idea behind the proposed method
is to use the flexibility of the RF to build models without any
necessity of input attribute selection and the facility to handle
a large set of data. The time consumption in the training
process is small when compared with other models treating a
large amount of data.

The RF parameters are optimized by an FWO algorithm,
which setting its parameters for a better performance accord-
ing to a cost fitness function. Also, FWO has been chosen
because the number of adjusting parameters is small, and its
values are practically known.

The proposed method is divided into three main integrated
stages: pre-processing data, identification of the event occur-
rence, and training and classification. The first stage prepares
the data from the dataset to be used for an event identifier. The
second stage detects the occurrence of events (changes of the
loads), while in the third stage, the RF is training an RF using
the FWO algorithm to classify these events.

The proposed method is applied in a public dataset named
BLUED, which contains voltage and current data from a spe-
cific electric network. This dataset has been used to provide
a common base to generate comparisons among methods.
Among the event identification approaches of the proposed
method, two has a better performance in this dataset: the
variation of electrical characteristics (VCE), and the offset
waveform (OWF). The performance of these two identifiers
is compared with the other two approaches GLR and hybrid,
available in the literature, which used the same dataset, with
better results.

The test continues using VCE and OWF outputs to train
RF with the FWO algorithm. The final performance of these
two approaches is slightly the same; however, the produced
RF produced by VCE data is much more sample and simpler,
with a smaller number of trees and reduced depth of the trees.
Finally, this best-proposed approach is compared with an RF
training with a particle swarm optimization (PSO) algorithm,
using VCE data. The comparison between FWO and PSO
to training RF also produces slightly the same results of
classification; however, the RF with FWO produces a much
simpler tree model, in a number of trees and in its depth,
showing the quality of the proposed method.

It is important to notice that the other identifier proposed
approaches, in special the wave variation rate (WVR), can
also be useful. It depends on the characteristics of the dataset
used.
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