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ABSTRACT Because thermionic emission or tunneling occurs when carriers overcome or tunneling through
the barrier for any Schottky diode, hot carriers caused by the applied electric field can enhance carrier
thermionic emission or carrier tunneling. An analytical and physical organic diode current equation that
includes hot-carriers effect on the diode current equation has been proposed. When organic diode current
equation has the samemathematical expression as Shockley diode current equation does, hot-carrier effects in
organic semiconductor diodes can be a physical origin of the ideality factor and can reduce the barrier height
for both band-like conduction mechanism and hopping conduction mechanism. The voltage-dependent
ideality factor and temperature-dependent ideality factor predicted by the proposed model agree well with
experimental data of organic semiconductor diodes reported in the literature. The proposed model can also
physically explain the experimental relation between the ideality factor and the effective barrier height. The
proposed model is useful in better physically understanding the carrier transport in organic semiconductor
diodes. It also benefits to better optimize the organic semiconductor diode performance by tuning material
properties.

INDEX TERMS Organic Schottky diode, organic semiconductor, Schottky barrier, thermionic emission.

I. INTRODUCTION
Organic semiconductor-based devices have been widely
studied due to their flexibility, large area, and low-cost
processability [1]–[18]. Organic semiconductor diodes are
one of the basic building blocks of the modern semicon-
ductor industry and organic semiconductors are still in the
developmental phase. The exponential behavior of organic
diode current can be described as the Shockley diode cur-
rent equation or thermionic emission current [1]–[8]. Dif-
ferent values of the ideality factors and Schottky barrier
heights under different applied voltage and temperature have
been reported [1]–[8]. Therefore, understanding the physics
behind the operation of organic semiconductor diodes (the
mechanisms governing charge transport and charge recom-
bination) is helpful to improve the performance of organic
semiconductor-based devices. A debatable issue occurs
because there are different charge transport mechanisms in
organic semiconductor-based devices [9]–[18]. A conven-
tional band like description [9] and hopping incoherently
from molecule to molecule [10] in organic semiconductor-
based devices have been reported.

The associate editor coordinating the review of this manuscript and
approving it for publication was Jenny Mahoney.

The Shockley diode current equation is believed to give
the current-voltage characteristic of an ‘‘idealized’’ diode,
which is widely used [19]. At the same time, Schottky diodes
are also named as hot-carrier diodes, it implies that the
thermionic emission current gives the main contribution to
the total diode current. But in most studies of these Schottky
diodes (for example, Ref. 6), the authors did not mention
any hot-carrier effect in their papers. It means that hot-
carriers effects in Schottky diodes are worthy of further study.
An ideality factor has been introduced into the Shockley
diode current equation for a measure of how the Shockley
diode current equation or the current equation of Schottky
diodes follows the ideal diode current equation [19]. Based
on the consideration of the ideality factor in the Shockley
diode current equation, the experimental data of diode current
can be described by the Shockley diode equation. Therefore,
the physical origin and the physical understanding of the
ideality factor in the Shockley diode current equation lacks.

On can note that thermionic emission current in semicon-
ductor diodes or thermally induced flow of carriers over a
potential-energy and the effects of the applied electric field
on the carrier velocity have been neglected in the conven-
tional semiconductor diode current equation [19]. In the
former studies, it has been found that hot-carriers effects
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caused by the applied electric field can have a large effect
on the performance of semiconductor devices. [20]–[33].
Hot-carriers effects in GaN-based devices can decrease its
channel electron density [20] and decrease its source-drain
current [21], [22]. Hot-carriers effects in the graphene-based
devices can reduce Schottky barrier height [23], shift its
spectra of Raman photo- and electro-luminescence [24], be a
physical origin of the ideality factor [25]. Hot carriers in
organic semiconductor-based devices can reduce their effec-
tive activation energy [26]. Hot-carriers effects in silicon
based-devices can reduce the barrier height [27], change its
tunneling current [28], decrease its channel electron density
[29], increase its gate leakage current [30], [31], change its
surface potential [32], affect its capacitance [33], [34], be a
physical origin of the ideality factor of Shockley diode current
equation [35].

The above results demonstrate that hot-carriers effects in
organic semiconductor-based devices should be considered in
modeling their performance. It also implies that hot-carriers
effects in organic semiconductor-based devices on carrier
transport should be considered. The purpose of this paper
is to develop a physical understanding of how hot-carriers
effects in organic semiconductor-based devices affect their
performance. For example, the ideality factor in the diode
current equation of organic semiconductor-based devices and
the reduction in the Schottky barrier height and the reason
why they depend on temperature, the applied voltage, etc.
In other words, discussing the physical origin of the ideality
factor and the reduction in the Schottky barrier height of the
organic semiconductor-based devices can shed some light on
how to physically understand and improve their performance.
The proposed model can explain the experimental relation
of how the ideality factor and the reduction in the Schottky
barrier height of the organic semiconductor diodes depend on
temperature, the doping concentration, and the applied volt-
age. The proposed model through its simplicity and analytic
nature gives a possible physical origin of the ideality factor
of organic semiconductor-based devices.

II. THEORY
One can note that band like carriers transport in organic
semiconductor-based devices has been found in conduct-
ing crystalline organic semiconductors [9]. The conduc-
tion band (π∗ orbital) or the lowest unoccupied molecular
orbital (LUMO) and upper state of the valence band (π
orbital) and corresponds to the highest occupied molecu-
lar orbital (HOMO) exist in organic semiconductors. The
charge transport takes place in π bonding and antibond-
ing orbitals or other terms in HOMO and LUMO levels.
The charged carriers usually transport by hopping from one
molecule to another. Different charge transport mechanisms
in organic semiconductors have also been reported [11]. This
leads to a debatable issue. Charge carrier mobility is an
important fundamental parameter in bulk-limited conduction
organic semiconductors, where transport phenomena can be
dominated by band transport or hopping transport. The carrier

mobility is defined as the proportionality constant of the drift
velocity to the electric field strength. In other words, carriers
in an organic semiconductor-based device will get an addi-
tional drift when an electric field is applied. For a Schottky
junction, there are five basic transport processes (thermionic
emission, tunneling, recombination, diffusion of electrons,
and diffusion of holes) under the forward bias [19]. A diode
current requires that carriers overcome the Schottky barrier of
organic semiconductor-based devices. It means that tunneling
and thermionic emission will occur at the Schottky barrier.
One can note that the width of the space charge region in an
organic semiconductor diode is usually large (in the unit of
µm), whichmeans that the tunneling current is very small and
can be neglected. This is the reason why only the thermionic
emission is considered in this article. In a word, diode current
due to tunneling can be neglected for the case of the diode
with a large space charge width, whereas tunneling may
come into the picture for explaining the current transport in
addition to thermionic emission for the case of the diode with
a narrow space charge width (for example, a highly doped
diode). Based on the above discussion, the band like carriers
transport has been firstly discussed in the following. Then,
the localized carriers transport in organic semiconductor-
based devices will be discussed based on phenomenology.

For ametal-organic semiconductor contact at thermal equi-
librium shown in Figure 1, the built-in potential for n-type
organic semiconductor and p-type organic semiconductor can
be written as

qψBI = qφB − qφn = q (φm − χ)− qφn (1)

qψBI = qφB − qφp = Eg − q (φm − χ)− qφp (2)

where Eg is the bandgap of the organic semiconductor, qφB
is the barrier height, qφm is the work function of the metal,
qχ is the electron affinity of the organic semiconductor,
q is the electron charge, φn is the Fermi potential from
the conduction-band edge in n-type organic semiconductor
(qφn = EC − EF = −kBTL ln(ND/NC )), φp is the Fermi
potential from the conduction-band edge in p-type organic
semiconductor (qφn = EF − EV = −kBTL ln(NA/NV )), EF
is the Fermi level, NC is the effective density of states in
the conduction band of the organic semiconductor, NV is the
effective density of states in the valence band of the organic
semiconductor, EC is the bottom of conduction-band of the
organic semiconductor, and EV is the top of the conduction
band of the organic semiconductor. With the complete ioniza-
tion assumption ( d

2ψ

dx2
=

qND
εs

and d2ψ
dx2
= −

qNA
εs

, the electric
field in the depletion region of n-type organic semiconductor
and p-type organic semiconductor via integrating the Pois-
son’s equation (the metal-organic semiconductor interface is
set as x = 0) is

F (x) = −
qND
εs

(WDn − x) (3)

F (x) =
qNA
εs

(
WDp − x

)
(4)
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FIGURE 1. The band diagram of a metal-n-type organic semiconductor
contact (a) metal-p-type organic semiconductor contact (b) at thermal
equilibrium.

where WDp is the width of the depletion region in the p-type
organic semiconductor at thermal equilibrium, WDn is the
width of the depletion region in the n-type organic semicon-
ductor at thermal equilibrium, ND is the donor density of
the organic semiconductor, NA is the acceptor density of the
organic semiconductor, and εs is the dielectric constant of the
organic semiconductor. When the potential in the inside of
organic semiconductor is set as zero, the potential of n-type
organic semiconductor and p-type organic semiconductor is

ψi (x) =
qND
2εs

(x −WDn)
2 (5)

ψi (x) = −
qNA
2εs

(
x −WDp

)2 (6)

For organic Schottky junction ψi (x)|x=0 = ψBI at thermal

equilibrium, WDn =

√
2εsψBI
qND

and WDp =

√
−

2εsψBI
qNA

. When
a uniform forward applied electric field F (Let F = V /WD,
in other words. V applied to a metal-organic semiconductor
junction is the voltage drop across the total depletion region
at non- equilibrium, thus the electric field F(x, V ) in the
depletion region of n-type organic semiconductor and p-type

organic semiconductor

F (x) = −
qND
εs

(WDn − x)+
V
WDn

(7)

F (x) =
qNA
εs

(
WDp − x

)
−

V
WDp

(8)

And thus the potentials of the n-type organic semiconductor
and the p-type organic semiconductor are

ψi (x) =
qND
2εs

(x −WDn)
2
+

V
WDn

(WDn − x) (9)

ψi (x) = −
qNA
2εs

(
x −WDp

)2
−

V
WDp

(
WDp − x

)
(10)

Eq. 7 and Eq. 8 (Eq. 9 and Eq. 10) demonstrate that the deple-
tion region in the metal-organic semiconductor at thermal
equilibrium will be divided into a depletion region and an
accumulation region after a forward applied electric field or a
forward voltage is applied to the organic diode. The depletion
region means a negative electric field in an n-type organic
semiconductor and a positive electric field in a p-type organic
semiconductor. The accumulation region means a positive
electric field for n-type organic semiconductors and a neg-
ative electric field for p-type organic semiconductors. The
boundaries between the depletion region and accumulation
region of n-type organic semiconductor and p-type organic
semiconductor occur at

xB = WDn −
εsV

qNDWDn
(11)

xB = WDp −
εsV

qNAWDp
(12)

It means that the accumulation region (from xB to WDn or
WDp) will occur when the organic Schottky diode is applied
to a forward electric field or a forward voltage. One can note
that the carriers will be accelerated in the accumulation region
of an organic semiconductor diode under the forward voltage.
The average net electric field across such an accumulation
region of the n-type organic semiconductor and the p-type
organic semiconductor can be obtained as

Fave =

WDn∫
xB

F (x)dx

WDn − xB
=

V
2WDn

=
V

2
√

2εsψBI
qND

(13)

Fave =

WDp∫
xB

F (x)dx

WDn − xB
= −

V
2WDn

= −
V

2
√

2εsψBI
qNA

(14)

The thermal emission current should be the most possible
current conduction mechanism for a Schottky diode. And the
diode current density from the organic semiconductor into the
metal is [19]

JOS→M =

∫
∞

q(ψBI−V )
qvidn (15)
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where vi is the carrier velocity along the transport direction
in the s region before over the barrier. According to the above
discussion, the carriers in organic Schottky diodes under
an applied forward electric field will get a drift velocity in
the accumulation region before they enter into the depletion
region. If the carrier velocity before entering the region (0 ≤
x ≤ WDn, or 0 ≤ x ≤ WDp) is assumed to be vx , the carrier
velocity before over the junction barrier or the depletion
region can be written as

vi =
√
nevx = vx + µeFave = vx + µe

V
2WDn

(16)

vi =
√
nhvx = vx + µhFave = vx + µh

V
2WDp

(17)

where µe is electron mobility of the organic semiconductor,
µh is hole mobility of the organic semiconductor, ne and nh
are factors for electrons and holes, that are related to the drift
velocity. Thus, Eq. 15 can be rewritten as

JOS→M =

∫
∞

q(ψBI−V )
q
√
nevxdn (18)

One can note that organic semiconductors are practically
insulators [11]. However the organic semiconductor is a
semiconductor or insulator or conductor, if its energy dis-
persion can be treated as a parabolic band, The electron
state volume of all three-dimensional materials in k-space
between energy E and E +1E can be obtained as g3D (E) =
k2

π2 ∂E
∂k
=

1
2π2

(
2m∗

h̄2

)3/2
E1/2. The three-dimensional den-

sity of electrons in the parabolic band materials can be

obtained dn = 1
2π2

(
2m∗

h̄2

)3/2
E1/2 1

1+exp
(
E−EF
kBT

)dE . Integrat-
ing Eq.18 for electrons and holes,

JOS→M = q
√
nem∗e (kBTL)

2

2π2h̄3
e−

qφn
kBTL e−

m∗e v
2
0x

2kBTL (19)

JOS→M = q
√
nhm∗h (kBTL)

2

2π2h̄3
e−

qφp
kBTL e−

m∗hv
2
0x

2kBTL (20)

where kB is the Boltzmann constant, TL is the device tem-
perature or lattice temperature, m∗e is the effective electron
mass, m∗h is the effective electron mass, h̄ is the reduced
Planck’s constant. Therefore, the minimum velocity required
in the transport direction to surmount the potential barrier
region or the depletion region of an organic semiconductor
is given by 1

2m
∗
ev

2
i =

1
2m
∗
enev

2
0x = q (ψbi − V ) for electrons

and 1
2m
∗
hv

2
i =

1
2m
∗
hnhv

2
0x = q (ψbi − V ) for holes. Here,

v0x is the minimum velocity for thermionic emission along
the transport direction in organic Schottky diode at x =
WDn or x = Wpn. It means that 1

2m
∗v20x =

q(ψbi−V )
ne

. Thus,
thermionic current for electrons and holes in organic Schottky
diodes can be written as

JOS→M = q
√
nem∗e (kBTL)

2

2π2h̄3
e−

(
qφn+

qψbi
ne

)
kBTL e

qV
kBTLne (21)

JOS→M = q
√
nhm∗h (kBTL)

2

2π2h̄3
e−

(
qφp+

qψbi
nh

)
kBTL e

qV
kBTLnh (22)

Comparing the above equations with the Shockley diode
equation and the conventional thermionic emission current
equation, ne and nh should be equivalent to the ideality factors
n. ne and nh in the proposedmodel are correlatedwith the drift
velocities according to Eq. 16 and Eq.17. There is no such
expression in the conventional thermionic emission current
equation because the drift velocities have not been considered
in the conventional thermionic emission theory. There is no
such expression in the conventional thermionic emission cur-
rent equation because the drift velocities have not been con-
sidered in the conventional thermionic emission theory.When
hot-carriers effects have been included in the thermionic
emission theory, a factor that is correlated to the drift veloc-
ity in the thermionic emission current equation has been
obtained. It can change the Schottky barrier height. It can
also introduce such a factor in the mathematic formal of the
exponential dependent term related to the applied voltage in
the diode current equation. Such ideality factors in the diode
current equation of organic semiconductor-based devices
physically origin from carriers becoming hot (an additional
drift velocity caused by the applied voltage). So does the
effective Schottky barrier that can also be concluded from the
above diode current equation of organic semiconductor-based
devices. According to Eq.21 and Eq. 22, the effective barrier
height of the n-type organic semiconductor diodes and the
p-type organic Schottky diodes can be written as

φBE = qφn +
qψbi
ne

φBE = qφp +
qψbi
nh

(23)

According to the above discussion, the ideality factors in the
diode current equations of the n-type organic semiconductor
and the p-type organic semiconductor can be physically deter-
mined as

√
ne =

vi
v0x
= 1+ µe

V
2WDnv0x

= 1+ µe
V

2
√

2εsψBI
qND

v0x

= 1+ µe
V

2
√

2εs(q(φm−χ)−qφn)
q2ND

v0x
)

= 1+ µe
V

2
√

2εs(q(φm−χ)+kBTL ln(ND/NC ))
q2ND

v0x
(24)

√
nh =

vi
v0x
= 1+ µh

V
2WDpv0x

= 1+ µh
V

2
√

2εsψBI
qNA

v0x

= 1+ µh
V

2

√
2εs(Eg−q(φm−χ)−qφp)

q2NA
v0x

= 1+
0.5µhV√

2εs(Eg−q(φm−χ)+kBTL ln(NA/NV ))
q2NA

v0x

(25)

Eq. 25 and Eq. 26 clearly shows that the ideality fac-
tor diode current equation of organic semiconductor-based
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FIGURE 2. (a) The electric field (b) the hole concentration in an organic
semiconductor with NA of 3 × 1014 cm−3at the temperature of 300 K
under different forward voltage.

devices can be modulated by the work function of the metal,
temperature, the applied voltage, the doping density, the car-
rier mobility, the electron affinity, the dielectric constant of
an organic semiconductor.

In the following, temperature-dependent ideality factor,
voltage-dependent ideality factor, and temperature-dependent
effective barrier height in organic semiconductor-based
devices will be discussed in detail. For simplicity, only n-type
organic semiconductors will be analyzed in the following.
For a p-type organic semiconductor Schottky diode, a similar
mathematical derivation process can be performed.

Firstly, the temperature-dependent ideality factor will be
discussed. For band electrons in an organic semiconductor of
a diode, µ ∼ (TL)−

3
2 and to µ ∼ (TL)−2 at kBTL ≤ 2t and

kBTL ≤ 2t with t = 143 meV, and a rather flat metallic-like
power-law behavior µ ∼ (TL)−

1
2 for the random diffusion of

fully incoherent states µ ∼ (TL)−
1
2 [9]. For µ ∼ (TL)−

3
2 ,

we can assume µ = A (TL)−
3
2 (A is the fit parameter)

under −kBTL ln
(
ND
NC

)
< q (φm − χ), the ideality factor in

such organic semiconductor diode under one order Taylor
expansion is

√
ne = D+ ET

−
3
2

L

(
1+

1
2
FTL

)
= D+

1
2
FET

−
1
2

L + ET
−

3
2

L

= D+
1
2
FE

(
T
−

1
2

L

)
+ E

(
T
−

1
2

L

)3

(26)

where D = 1, E = AV

2v0x

√
2εS q(φm−χ)

q2ND

, and F =
kB ln

ND
NC

q(φm−χ)
.

For µ ∼ (TL)−2, we can assume µ = A (TL)−2 under
−kBTL ln

(
ND
NC

)
< q (φm − χ), the ideality factor in such

organic semiconductor diode under one order Taylor expan-
sion is

√
n = λ = D+ ET−2L

(
1+

1
2
FTL

)
= D+

1
2
FET−1L + ET

−2
L (27)

For µ ∼ (TL)−
1
2 , we can assume µ = A (TL)−

1
2 under

−kBTL ln
(
ND
NC

)
< q (φm − χ), the ideality factor in such

organic semiconductor diode under one order Taylor expan-
sion is

√
n = λ = D+ ET

−
1
2

L

(
1+

1
2
FTL

)
= D+

1
2
FET

1
2
L + ET

−
1
2

L (28)

For a Schottky diode with disorder organic semiconductor

[10], µ ∼ e−
B
TL when the traps are homogeneously dispersed

and µ ∼ e
−

B

(TL )
2 for a Gaussian-type disorder (B is the fit

parameter). For µ ∼ e−
B
TL , we can assume µ = Ae−

B
TL

under −kBTL ln
(
ND
NC

)
< q (φm − χ), the ideality factor in

such organic semiconductor diode under one order Taylor
expansion is

√
n = λ = D+ Ee−

B
TL

(
1+

1
2
FTL

)
≈ D+ E

(
1−

B
TL

)(
1+

1
2
FTL

)
=

(
D+ E −

1
2
EBF

)
− EBT−1L +

1
2
EFT 1

L (29)

For µ ∼ e
−

B

(TL )
2 , we can assume µ = Ae

−
B

(TL )
2 under

−kBTL ln
(
ND
NC

)
< q (φm − χ), the ideality factor in such

organic semiconductor diode under one order Taylor expan-
sion is
√
n = λ = D+ Ee

−
B

(TL )
2
(
1+

1
2
FTL

)
≈ D+ E

(
1−

B

(TL)2

)(
1+

1
2
FTL

)
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FIGURE 3. (a) The electric field (b) the hole concentration in an organic
semiconductor with a forward voltage of 0.6 V at the temperature
of 300 K for different NA.

= (D+ E)− EBT−2L −
1
2
EFBT−1L +

1
2
EFT 1

L (30)

Secondly, the voltage-dependent ideality factor in organic
semiconductor diodes will be discussed. Note that the carrier
density exponentially decreases with its energy according
to Fermi-Dirac distribution, the energy around the required
minimum energy ( 12m

∗
ev

2
0x = q (ψBI − V )) will give a main

contribution to the thermionic emission current. If ψBI > V ,
Eq. 25 under one-order Taylor expansion can be rewritten as

√
n = 1+ µ

V

2
√

2εsψBI
qND

v0x

= 1+ µ
V

2
√

4εsψBI
m∗ND

√
ψBI − V

≈ 1+ µ
V

2
√

4εs
ψBINDm∗

(
1+

V
2ψBI

)

FIGURE 5. The square root of the ideality factor of organic semiconductor
diodes as a function of the applied voltage across the depletion region
under different temperatures. The experimental data from Ref. [1].

= (1+ 1.5µψBI )+
µ

WD

√
2qψBI
m∗

(V − ψBI )

+
µ

4ψBIWD

√
2qψBI
m∗

(V − ψBI ) (31)

where m∗ is effective carrier mass. Eq. 32 describes the
dependent relationship between the ideality factor and the
applied voltage when the mobility is weakly dependent on
the applied voltage. Considering both the diagonal and off-
diagonal disorders in the organic semiconductor, µ ∼ eBF

1/2

and µ ∼ 1
F ∼

1
V for completely drift controlled transport

in organic semiconductor [11]. If µ = AeBF
1/2

is assumed,
Eq. 32 can be rewritten as

√
n ≈ 1+ µe

V

2
√

4εs
ψBINDm∗

(
1+

V
2ψBI

)

= 1+
AeBF

1/2
V

2
√

4εs
ψBINDm∗

(
1+

V
2ψBI

)

≈ 1+
A
(
1+ BV 1/2

)
V

2
√

4εs
ψBINDm∗

(
1+

V
2ψBI

)

= 1+
A

2
√

4εs
ψBINDm∗

(
1+BV 1/2

+
V

2ψBI
+
BV 3/2

2ψBI

)
(32)

If that µ = A
V is assumed, Eq. 32 can be rewritten as

√
ne ≈ 1+ µ

V

2
√

4εs
ψBINDm∗

(
1+

V
2ψBI

)

= 1+
A

2
√

4εs
ψBINDm∗

(
1+

V
2ψBI

)
(33)

Lastly, the temperature-dependent effective barrier height
in organic semiconductor diodes will be discussed, Accord-
ing to Eqs. 23 and Eq.27, the effective barrier height of
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FIGURE 4. The square root of the ideality factor of organic semiconductor diodes as a function of the applied voltage across the
depletion region. (a) the experimental data from Ref. [1], (b) the experimental data from Ref. [2], (c) the experimental from Ref. [3],
(d) the experimental data from Ref. [4].

such organic semiconductor diode under one-order Taylor
expansion is

qφBE = qφn +
q (φm − χ)− qφn(

1+ ET
−

3
2

L

(
1+ 1

2FTL
))2

= −kBTL ln
ND
NC
+

(
q (φm − χ)+ kBTL ln

ND
NC

)
×

(
1− 2ET

−
3
2

L

(
1+

1
2
FTL

))
= q (φm − χ)− kB ln

ND
NC

(TL)
1
2

−

(
q (φm − χ)EF + 2EkB ln

ND
NC

)
(TL)−

1
2

− 2Eq (φm − χ) (TL)−
3
2 (34)

Thus, the temperature-dependent effective Schottky barrier
height of such organic semiconductor diode can be conveyed

by the equation

qφBE ∝ T α (35)

where α is a parameter and α < 1.
In the above discussion, the hot-carriers effects in organic

semiconductor diodes whose current transport current is
dominated by the band-like conduction mechanism on their
performance have been analyzed. In the following, we will
discuss how hot-carriers effects in organic semiconductor
diodes whose current transport current is dominated by
the hopping conduction mechanism impacts on their per-
formance. For the case of organic semiconductor diodes
under the hopping conduction mechanism, the density of
states of an organic semiconductor can be described as
a series of Gaussian profiles have been concluded from
experiment [14], [15]:

dnOS = NOS
1

1+ exp
(
E−EF
kBT

)
65976 VOLUME 8, 2020



L.-F. Mao: Hot-carriers’ Effect on the Performance of Organic Schottky Diodes

×

exp
(
−
(E+qV−EHOMO)2

2(σH )2

)
σH
√
2π

dE (36)

dpOS = NOS
1

1+ exp
(
E−EF
kBT

)
×

exp
(
−
(E+qV−ELUMO)2

2(σL )2

)
σL
√
2π

dE (37)

where NOS is the number of molecules of organic semicon-
ductors, EHOMO is the Gaussian peak centered at HOMO
maximum with a standard deviation of σH, and ELUMO is the
Gaussian peak centered at LUMO maximum with a standard
deviation of σL. The standard deviation for HOMO can be
estimated from the full width at half maximum (FWHM)
of experimental UPS [16] and inverse photoemission spec-
troscopy measurements [17]. In other words, a Gaussian type
of the density of states of organic semiconductors is just an
empirical conclusion or phenomenological conclusion. In the
following, the phenomenological conclusion of organic diode
current will be discussed and analyzed.

Considering the thermionic emission over the junction
barrier and the density of states of an organic semiconductor,
the current from the organic semiconductor to the metal can
be written as

JOS→m =

∞∫
EFn+qφBn

qvidNOS
1

1+ exp
(
E−EF
kBT

)
×

exp
(
−
(E+qV−EHOMO)2

2(σH )2

)
σH
√
2π

dE (38)

JOS→m =

∞∫
EFn+qφBn

qvidNOS 1

1+exp
(
E−EF
kBT

)×OS

×

exp
(
−
(E+qV−ELUMO)2

2(σL )2

)
σL
√
2π

dE (39)

Obviously, vi = vx + vapp. Here, vapp is the velocity caused
by the applied voltage in the organic semiconductor. It is
similar to the drift velocity for the case of the band-like
conduction mechanism. Whether the current transport mech-
anism is the band-like conduction mechanism or the hopping
conduction mechanism, the experimental data of the current
through an organic semiconductor diode can be described
by the thermionic emission over the barrier [1], [2], [4], [6],
expressed by the standard diode equation [3], [5], [7], [8].
All these results imply that the experimental organic diode
currents have a similar mathematical expression. This implies
that integrating Eq. 39 and Eq. 40 will have a similar mathe-
matical expression of a conventional organic semiconductor
diode, that is

JOS→M ∝ e−
qφn
kBTL e−

m∗e v
2
0x

2kBTL (40)

If carriers in the organic semiconductors can not get addi-
tional energy from the applied electric field, the minimum

velocity required in the transport direction to surmount the
potential barrier region or the depletion region is given by
1
2m
∗
ev

2
i =

1
2m
∗
ev

2
0x = q (ψbi − V ) for electrons and 1

2m
∗
hv

2
i =

1
2m
∗
hv

2
0x = q (ψbi − V ) for holes energy, respectively. On the

other hand, the minimum velocity required in the transport
direction to surmount the potential barrier region or the deple-
tion region will decrease when carriers get additional energy
from the applied electric field. It becomes that 1

2m
∗
ev

2
i =

1
2m
∗
enev

2
0x = q (ψbi − V ) and 1

2m
∗
hv

2
i =

1
2m
∗
hnhv

2
0x =

q (ψbi − V ) for electrons and holes, respectively. After car-
riers with additional energy from the applied electric field
are considered, the organic diode current equation has the
following form

JOS→M ∝ e
−

(
qφn+

qψbi
n

)
kBTL e

qV
kBTLn (41)

where
√
n = 1+ µeFave

vx
if the velocity caused by the applied

voltage has been expressed as the same mathematical form as
the drift velocity for the case of band-like transport.

In summary, for a metal-organic semiconductor junction
and an inorganic semiconductor/organic semiconductor junc-
tion under the forward bias, the thermionic emission car-
riers are electrons in an n-type organic hole in a p-type
organic semiconductor. In other words, there are no sub-
stantial current differences between a metal-organic semi-
conductor junction and an inorganic semiconductor/organic
semiconductor junction when the carriers flow from the
organic semiconductor into the metal or the inorganic semi-
conductor. Because there is no depletion region in the metal,
it means that the hot-carriers effects in a metal/organic semi-
conductor junction when the carriers flow from the metal
into the organic semiconductor under a forward bias could
be neglected, whereas the hot-carriers effects in an inor-
ganic semiconductor/n-type organic semiconductor junction,
whether the carriers flow from the inorganic semiconductor
into the organic semiconductor or from the organic semicon-
ductor into the inorganic semiconductor under the forward
bias, should be considered.

One should note that the validity of a scientific model can
not be judged fromwhether themodel itself is basic or simple.
On the contrary, the problem-solving principle (Occam’s
razor) demonstrates that entities should not be multiplied
without necessity. In this case, the one that requires the small-
est number of assumptions is usually correct. A scientific
model should be verified by the experimental results. Thus
the proposed model will be compared with the experimental
results.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In the following calculation, the indium/rubrene single crystal
diode has been chosen for the calculation. The barrier height
at the indium/rubrene single-crystal interface is 1.0 eV (µ =
0.85 cm2V−1s−1, NA = 2.47 × 1014 cm−3, and VBI =

−0.66 V) [12], the dielectric constant of rubrene is 3 [13],
and the effective hole mass in rubrene values from 0.65m0 to
1.3 m0 (m0 is the free electron mass) [18].

VOLUME 8, 2020 65977



L.-F. Mao: Hot-carriers’ Effect on the Performance of Organic Schottky Diodes

FIGURE 6. The comparison of the effective Schottky barrier height ϕBE of organic semiconductor diodes versus the reciprocal of the ideality
factor 1/n. (a) the experimental data from Ref. [5], (b) the experimental data from Ref. [6], (c) the experimental from Ref. [7], (d) the
experimental data from Ref. [8].

Figure 2 depicts how the applied forward electric field and
the hole concentration change with the position in the space-
charge region of an indium/rubrene single crystal diode under
different forward voltages. Figure 2a clearly shows that a
negative electric field in the space-charge will be found when
a forward voltage is applied to the diode. A negative electric
field here means that holes will be accelerated along the nega-
tive x-direction. In other words, carriers become hot because
they will get an additional drift velocity before overcoming
the barrier at the indium/rubrene single-crystal interface from
the applied forward electric field. This also represents that an
accumulation region will appear in the space-charge region.
Such an accumulation region can be easily found in Figure 2b.
Figure 2b demonstrates that the accumulation region becomes
more obvious when the applied forward voltage increases.
These results imply that the carriers become hot before over
the organic Schottky (junction) barrier under different for-
ward voltages.

Figure 3 depicts how the applied forward electric field and
the hole concentration change with the position in the space-
charge region of an indium/rubrene single crystal diode at
a given applied voltage under different acceptor densities.
Figure 3a clearly shows that the negative electric field will
be larger for a larger acceptor density at a given applied volt-
age. This means that carriers become hot at a given applied
voltage from the applied electric field if the carrier mobility
keeps the same. Figure 3b further support that there is an
accumulation region when a forward voltage is applied to an
indium/rubrene single crystal diode.

For the case of band-like conduction in organic semi-
conductor diodes, the square root of the ideality factor in
the diode current equation of organic semiconductor diode
dependence on the voltage can be described that

√
n ∝

C0 + C1V + C2V 2 according to Eq. 32. Here C0, C1, C2 are
fitting parameters. Figure 4 demonstrates that the proposed
model can fit these experimental relations observed in organic
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FIGURE 7. The comparison of n0.5 versus T−0.5 in organic semiconductor diodes. (a) the experimental data from Ref. [5], (b) the experimental
data from Ref. [6], (c) the experimental from Ref. [7], (d) the experimental data from Ref. [8].

semiconductor diode very well. The data of Fig. 4a are from
the polymer: fullerene bulk heterojunction solar cells [1].
The data of Fig. 4b are from the bulk heterojunction organic
photodiodes with inverted device geometry and poly (styre-
nesulfonate) [2]. The data of Fig. 4c are from the P3HT:ICBA
based polymer solar cells [3]. The data of Fig. 4d are from the
perovskite solar cells [4].

Figure 5 further demonstrates that the proposed model
is valid for describing the voltage-dependent ideality fac-
tor under different temperatures. These experimental rela-
tions between the ideality factor and voltage observed in
organic semiconductor diodes under different temperatures
can be fitted very well by the proposed model. The data of
Fig. 5 are from the polymer: fullerene bulk heterojunction
solar cells [1].

For the band-like conduction mechanism in organic semi-
conductors, the effective barrier height dependence on the
ideality factor in organic semiconductor diodes can be
described that φBE ∝ 1

n according to Eq. 23 and Eq. 24.

Figure 6 shows how the effective barrier height φBE changes
with the reciprocal of the ideality factor 1/n in organic semi-
conductor diodes. This figure clearly demonstrates that the
experimental effective barrier height φBE versus the recip-
rocal of the ideality factor 1/n plots can be well described
by using Eq. 27 for organic semiconductor diodes. The data
of Fig. 6a are from the Au/PVC + TCNQ/p-Si Structures
[5]. The data of Fig. 6b are from the polyvinyl Alcohol/n-
InP Schottky diodes [6]. The data of Fig. 6c are from the
Au/PoPDA/p-Si/Al heterojunction diodes [7]. the 6d are from
the Au/TPP/p-Si/Al solar cells [8]. These results also prove
that the proposed model is valid for modeling the organic
semiconductor diodes.

For the band like conduction mechanism in organic semi-
conductors, the square root of the ideality factor dependence
on the temperature in organic semiconductor diodes can be

described that
√
n ∝ ET

−
1
2

L +
EF
2 T
−

3
2

L according to Eq.
27. Figure 7 depicts how the ideality factor of organic semi-
conductor diodes changes with temperature. It can be easily
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FIGURE 8. The comparison of the effective Schottky barrier height ϕBE of organic semiconductor diodes versus temperature. (a) the
experimental data from Ref. [5], (b) the experimental data from Ref. [6], (c) the experimental from Ref. [7], (d) the experimental data from
Ref. [8].

concluded from this figure that the proposed model (
√
n ∝

ET
−

1
2

L +
EF
2 T
−

3
2

L ) can describe the experimental data very
well. The data of Fig. 7a are from the Au/PVC + TCNQ/p-
Si Structures [5]. The data of Fig. 7b are from the polyvinyl
Alcohol/n-InP Schottky diodes [6]. The data of Fig. 7c are
from the Au/PoPDA/p-Si/Al heterojunction diodes [7]. The
data of Fig. 7d are from the Au/TPP/p-Si/Al solar cells [8].
These results also prove that the proposed model is valid for
modeling the organic semiconductor diodes.

For the band like conduction mechanism in organic semi-
conductors, the effective barrier height dependence on tem-
perature in organic semiconductor diodes can be described
that qφBE ∝ T α according to Eq. 36. Figure 8 depicts how
the effective barrier height in organic semiconductor diodes
changes with temperature. It can be easily concluded from
this figure that the proposedmodel (qφBE ∝ T α) can describe
the experimental data observed in organic semiconductor
diodes very well. The data of Fig. 8a are from the Au/PVC
+ TCNQ/p-Si Structures [5]. The data of Fig. 8b are from

the polyvinyl Alcohol/n-InP Schottky diodes [6]. The data of
Fig. 8c are from theAu/PoPDA/p-Si/Al heterojunction diodes
[7]. The data of Fig. 8d are from the Au/TPP/p-Si/Al solar
cells [8]. These results also prove that the proposed model is
valid for modeling the organic semiconductor diodes.

In summary, one can note that the Schottky barrier should
be a constant and the ideality factor should be 1 when
there are no hot carrier effects in organic semiconduc-
tor diodes. Figure 2 and Figure 3 clearly show that the
thermionic emission electrons can become hot because they
will get an additional drift velocity before overcoming the
barrier at the indium/rubrene single-crystal interface from
the applied electric field. It can be concluded from both
figures that the thermionic emission electrons become hotter
for a larger applied voltage. In other words, the Schottky
barrier height seen by hotter emission electrons should be
reduced. It implies that there will be a dependent relationship
between the Schottky barrier height and the applied voltage.
Figures 6 and 8 demonstrate that the Schottky barrier height is
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not constant and it depends on the applied voltage. Similarly,
the ideality factor will depend on the applied voltage. Figures
4, 5 and 7 show that the ideality factor is not 1 and it depends
on temperature. All these experimental results demonstrate
that the experimental phenomena can originate from the hot-
carrier effects in organic semiconductor diodes.

IV. CONCLUSION
Under parabolic band approximations (the band like con-
duction mechanism) or phenomenological analysis (the hop-
ping conduction mechanism) on the organic semiconductor
diodes, the impacts of the hot-carriers effects on the diode cur-
rent in organic semiconductor diodes caused by the applied
forward voltage on diode current have been physically mod-
eled. The proposedmodel predicts that the hot-carriers effects
can be a physical origin of the ideality factor and reduce
the Schottky barrier height in the diode current equations
of organic semiconductor diodes. The proposed model can
describe the experimental diode current data of organic semi-
conductor diodes reported in the literature very well. At the
same time, the comparison between the proposed model
based on the band-like conduction mechanism in organic
semiconductors and the experimental results shows that the
model based on the band-like conduction mechanism is valid
for modeling the performance of the organic semiconductor
diodes. The physical origin of the ideality factor in the organic
semiconductor diode current equation proposed in this paper
provides a way of including the hot-carriers effects in the
diode current equation. By comparing the results predicted
by the proposed model with these experimental finds in
organic semiconductors, it can be proved that such a model
can describe the experimental diode current data of organic
semiconductor diodes reported in the literature very well.
Because the ideality factor or the effective Schottky barrier
height in the diode current equation of organic semiconductor
diodes is intuitively expressed that depends on the applied
forward voltage, temperature, and the doping concentration,
it is possible to accurate and physical modeling the effects
of material parameters on the performance of organic semi-
conductor diodes. It can help us to physically understand
the conduction mechanism in organic semiconductor-based
devices that remains debated. It is also helpful for us to
optimize the performance of organic semiconductor-based
devices via tuning physical parameters.
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