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ABSTRACT A novel high gain endfire antenna based on the spoof surface plasmon polaritons (SSPP)
transmission line (TL) is proposed in this paper. The antenna is designed on a groundless single metal layer
inherited the advantages of SSPP. Combined with asymmetric radiation elements of SSPP TL and an elliptical
director, this antenna generates endfire radiation beams with 15.75-17.5 GHz. Although the aperture is
small, it has obtained a high gain from 10.5 to 12.1 dBi and a high efficiency of 95% overall the operating
bandwidth. Measurement results agree well with the simulations. The advantages of single-layer, high gain
and low profile make its valuable in wireless communications.

INDEX TERMS Endfire, spoof surface plasmon polaritons (SSPP), single-layer.

I. INTRODUCTION

Spoof surface plasmon polaritons (SSPP) have inspired an
intensive interest in the microwave community, whose char-
acteristics are similar to surface plasmon polaritons (SPP) in
the optical frequencies [1]. With periodic metal structures,
such as grooves [2], holes [3], [4], slits [5], or blocks [6],
the transversal magnetic surface waves can be sustained and
guided. For the groundless structure and small power loss,
SSPP have been used to design microwave components,
such as transmission line [7], [8], power dividers [9], fil-
ters [10], [11], amplifiers [12], and antennas [13]-[24]. Since
the phase mismatch with the free space, SSPP wave is highly
confined to the transmission line. In order to excite the radia-
tion into the free space, the field confinement of SSPP should
be to break.

As SSPP TLs are slow wave structures in which phase
velocity is smaller than the speed of light, traveling wave
antennas are well suited to its advantages. Several works have
been demonstrated such as leaky-wave antennas [13]-[16]
and endfire antennas [17]-[24].There are several types of
endfire antenna, such as leaky-wave [25], Yagi-Uda [26],
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Log-periodic [27] and surface wave antennas [28]. However,
it is not easy to implement a low profile design without
performance sacrifice. The SSPP offer a solution. In order
to achieve the effective radiation of SSPP TL, periodic mod-
ulation and gradient truncation are the two most effective
methods. Resonate elements can be used for periodic modula-
tion or radiation director [13], [17]. I-shaped resonators and
parasitic strips loaded in the endfire direction to increasing
the directivity [18], [19]. But the bandwidth of these endfire
antennas are narrow due to the dipole resonant nature. Based
on the Vivaldi-shaped structure, a wide bandwidth can be
obtained [20]. However, these SSPP antennas are designed on
double-layer conductors, the single-layer conductors which is
the significant advantage of SSPP TLs is not being exploited.
Thus, it may simplify the fabrication and improve the radia-
tion efficiency due to its groundless single-layer configura-
tion. Previous works of SSPP endfire radiation is reported
by tapering the fish-bone SSPP TLs [21]-[24]. Microstrip
transition and CPW transitions are utilized to excite SSPP
wave in [21] and [22]-[24] respectively.

In this paper, we propose a novel design of endfire
antenna based on a SSPP groundless single-layer configura-
tion. In comparison with previous work, this antenna need
only a single metal layer makes it suitable for low-profile
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applications and easy fabrication. Meanwhile, we combine
the asymmetric radiation elements of SSPP TL with a director
to develop a high gain endfire antenna. It also leads to a
wide operational frequency and a low profile, which is flush-
mounted for aircraft, vehicle and wireless communications.

Il. DESIGN OF ANTENNA

The geometry of the proposed SSPP endfire antenna is shown
in Fig. 1. The overall size of the whole structure is L x
W = 167 mm x 80 mm, which is fabricated on a Rofig-
urgers RO4003C substrate with a dielectric constant of 3.38,
substrate thickness of Imm and loss tangent of 0.001. The
thickness of metallic layer is 0.018 mm. The antenna can be
divided into three parts including the transition, the radiator
and the director, as shown in Fig. 1.
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FIGURE 1. Configuration of the proposed SSPP endfire antenna.

In the transition part, the parameters of the CPW feeder
are selected as ¢ = 0.5 mm, /; = 16 mm, [, = 66 mm,
a =30 mm and b = 4 mm. The gradient slots and flaring
grounds are designed to match the characteristic impedance
of CPW to the SSPP TL and then reduce the reflection.
Meanwhile, they convert the quasi-TEM mode to the SSPP
mode smoothly. The SSPP transmission line is a corrugated
metallic strip decorated with rectangular holes periodically.
The dimensions of the unit cell are as follows: ¢ = 4mm,
b=4mm,d = 1.6mm and 4 = 3.5mm.

The radiation part of this proposed antenna is com-
posed of three radiation elements shown in Fig. 1. They
are arranged in array along the x-axis direction asym-

metrically, with size By = 4.8mm, B, = 5.6mm,
B3 = 8.0mm and distance C; = 4mm, C; = 12mm,
C3 = 24mm.

An elliptical patch is introduced as a director, whose minor
axis and major axis are r, = 8mm, r;, = 32mm respectively.
Besides, the distance between the radiator and the elliptical
patch director is + = 2mm. With a rotation of deg = 3°
around, the director can suppress the first side-lobe level of
this proposed antenna and adjust the direction of the beam
slightly by rotating itself.
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Ill. WORKING PRINCIPLE

The SSPP TL is a single-layer conductor transmission line
supporting surface plasmon-like mode which is also a kind
of surface wave. Its transmission characteristic is studied as
shown in Fig. 2. The dispersion curves exhibit the SPP-like
transmission behavior, and they present an asymptote to be
mainly controlled by the height A of the rectangular holes
as shown in Fig. 2. The dispersion curves of SSPP TL with
different height & deviate gradually from the light line. The
larger the height / is, the higher is its confinement and the
lower is its cut-off frequency.

30 T T T T T T T T T

7/
/7
d 7/
25 4 1
/
7/
h Ib ,
<20 F 7/ ]
©) 7/ -
e C 7/
>
Qs /7 B
2 d
= 10 | /L J
7/
/ —#—h=4.8mm
/7 —®— /= 6.2mm
5+ 2 —A—)=8.0mm -
// — = Light Line
0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1.0
ke/n

FIGURE 2. Dispersion curve of the unit cell in SSPP TL.

Since electromagnetic waves are tightly confined around
SSPP TL, truncation and modulation of the TL are the
easiest ways to generate the radiation. However, as shown
in Fig. 3(a), the reflection coefficient is high and the total
efficiency is low by this simple way. From the electric field
distribution in Fig. 4(a), we can see that all the energy is
reflected back and still tightly confined around the trans-
mission line. In order to convert the SSPP mode wave to
the space mode wave, a matching branch has been added.
Then the improvement can be seen in the Fig. 3(b), the
efficiency is greatly improved and return loss is reduced to
—10 dB. However, its radiation pattern does not converge in
one direction, as shown in Fig. 4(b).

To enhance the endfire radiation and expand the band-
width, three gradient cells cascade as Partl, Part 2 and Part 3
in radiator as shown in Fig. 1. The periodic elements on
both sides of the transmission line gradually get larger. The
operating bandwidth is down to 15.75-17.5 GHz, and the
total efficiency is up to 95%, as shown in Fig. 3(c). From
electric field distribution in Fig. 4 (c), we can see the endfire
radiation obviously. However, its radiation pattern is slightly
split, as shown in Fig. 5. Thus, an elliptical patch is introduced
as a director to guide the radiation and suppress the first
side-lobe. Meanwhile, the beam angle of the radiation direc-
tion is adjusted. Finally, simulation results of the proposed

VOLUME 8, 2020



L. Liu et al.: Single-Layer High Gain Endfire Antenna Based on SSPP IEEEACC@SS

T
®) r
S E
- 80
-10
o - ) —
7 g %45 Y {60 &
: s gy
g 2 g =
< -
£ & £ oast 03
%) “ ‘O
=30
Sh =420 Si 20
s O Rad Efficiency] |, s [0 Rad Efficiency
—+— Tot.Efficiency —— Tot.Efficiency
40 1 i 1 1 " 1 1 " 0 -40 1 1 1 1 1 0
16.0 16.5 17.0 17.5 18.0 18.5 19.0 16.0 16.5 17.0 17.5 18.0 18.5 19.0
Frequency(GHz) Frequency(GHz)

s & N e w

- -
B sl = 25l =
AR 1o & AR 1o §
2 g s z
D 20 | ] 2 20 | £
o o
5:-25- - 40 QLEJ ﬁ?-ZS- - 40 QL!T]
v v
=30 =30 |

Sl]

S 420 =20
. Rad.Efficienc
a5 [tﬂ]]]ﬂ]]] Rad Efficiency 35 | ool <P t

—»— Tot.Efficiency —— Tot.Efficiency

-40 L L L L 1 0 40 1 L 1 L 1 0
16.0 16.5 17.0 17.5 18.0 18.5 19.0 16.0 16.5 17.0 17.5 18.0 18.5 19.0

Frequency(GHz) Frequency(GHz)

FIGURE 3. Reflection coefficient, radiation efficiency and total efficiency of different elements in Fig. 1. (a) Effects of part1. (b) Effects
of part1 and matching branch. (c) Effects of part1,2,3 in antenna. (d) Effects of part1,2,3 and director in antenna.
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FIGURE 4. Electric field distribution of different structure. (a) truncation. (b) one cell of truncation and matching branch. (c) three
cells of truncation and matching branch. (d) three cells and a director.

antenna are shown in Fig. 3(d) and Fig. 4(d). It can be seen The radiation patterns comparison for the proposed antenna
that director does not affect the performance of reflection with and without director at 17 GHz are illustrated in Fig. 5
coefficient and efficiency, but improve the radiation pattern. respectively.
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FIGURE 5. Comparison of the radiation pattern in the xy-plane.
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FIGURE 6. Prototype of the proposed antenna.
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FIGURE 7. Measured and simulated scattering parameters of the SSPP
antenna.

IV. FABRICATED ANTENNA AND MEASURED RESULTS

A prototype of the proposed antenna is fabricated for mea-
surements in Fig. 6 and its geometrical parameters are shown
in Fig. 1. Its simulated and measured scattering parameters
are shown in Fig. 7. Both measured and simulated reflec-
tion coefficients are below —10 dB within the frequency
range from 15.75 to 17.5 GHz, representing good impedance
matching. There is a frequency deviation about 1.1%, which
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FIGURE 8. Measured and simulated radiation patterns of the proposed
antenna. (a) (c) (e) xy-plane patterns at 16.5, 17 and 17.5 GHz,
respectively. (b) (d) (f) xz-plane at 16.5, 17 and 17.5 GHz, respectively.
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FIGURE 9. Measured and simulated gain of the SSPP antenna.

could be caused by fabrication errors and different relative
permittivity of the substrate.

The simulated and measured normalized radiation patterns
in the xy-plane and xz-plane at 16.5, 17 and 17.5 GHz are
shown Fig. 8, respectively. The proposed SSPP antenna has
been experimentally proven to operate endfire radiation. Sim-
ulated and measured gains of the proposed antenna are agreed
well as shown in Fig. 9. The antenna achieves a high gain from
10.5 to 12.1 dBi overall the operation band.
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TABLE 1. Performance comparison of SSPP ednfire antennas.

Length Gain

Ref. Type . Jo BW
P (40) (dB))  (GHy)

[25] Leaky wave 6 -2-10.8 5 20%

[26]  Microstrip Yagi 1.7 7.2-8.9 5 8%

6-10.9 30.5 62%
7.0-11.8 395 8.4%
85-155 2475 23%
7.0-7.0 6.1 3%
2.7-178 5.5 7%
85-10.7 14.0 14%
7.5-92 8.0 12%
7.1-9.0 5.05 8%
10.5-12.1  16.6 11%

[27] Log-periodic 2.34
[28] Surface wave 3.5
[17] Double SSPP 5

[18] Double SSPP 2.3
[19] Double SSPP 33
[22] Single SSPP 4.8
[23] Single SSPP 2.9
[24] Single SSPP 3.7
Ours Single SSPP 5.8

Table 1 compares the proposed antenna with other types
of endfire antennas and other SSPP endfire antennas in the
open literature. The frequency fpis the center frequency of
bandwidth and A is wavelength in free space at fjy. By saving
large area of metal ground, the groundless single-layer con-
figuration in SSPP antennas is more effective in integrated
circuits and conformal applications. Moreover, since its elec-
tromagnetic waves tightly confined around the metal surface,
the substrate loss and dielectric constant requirements of
SSPP antennas are low. It is necessary to note that although
the single-layer SSPP antenna requires a large geometrical
size of transition, this transition is not need in an overall SSPP
circuit system. Double-layer SSPP are easier to implement
the endfire radiation with better performance than the single-
layer ones since their electric dipole equivalent. As shown
in Table 1, although the proposed antenna designed in a
single-layer, it still achieve a high gain, even better than some
double-layer works. By the comparisons, we can also see
that different types of antennas have their own advantages
and disadvantages. Leaky wave antenna and log-periodic
antenna usually have a wide relative bandwidth, but the gain
fluctuates and the side lobe level is high. Microstrip Yagi
antenna is designed in compact dimensions by sacrificing the
gain and bandwidth. Surface antennas are usually thick and a
big conductor ground plane needed. SSPP antennas provide
another way to implement a single-layer prototype with high
gain endfire radiation.

V. CONCLUSION

In this paper, a low profile SSPP endfire antenna is proposed.
To inherit the advantages of SSPP, the proposed antenna
is designed based on a planar single-layer conductor on a
Rogers RO4003C substrate. By implementing asymmetric
modulation and truncation of the SSPP TL, the SSPP wave is
converted to the space wave with an efficiency of 95%. The
proposed antenna achieves a high gain from 10.5 to 12.1 dBi
from 15.75 to 17.5 GHz. The antenna is then fabricated and
measured to validate the working mechanism and predicted
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radiation performance. The advantages of its single-layer,
high gain and low profile demonstrate the proposed antenna
a great potential in wireless communications.
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