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ABSTRACT For the reason of target multipaths ambiguities, localization for hidden moving target due to
lack of line of sight (LOS) path in urban environments is a hard task. To handle this problem we propose a
localization algorithm based on the internal connection of these multipaths in this paper. First, we establish
an electromagnetic (EM) propagation model based on the characters of the measured signal received by an
L-band single-input single-output (SISO) ultra-wideband (UWB) radar. After that, the model-based target
localization algorithm is proposed based on a times-of-arrival (TOAs) association method, which is able to
match the measured TOAs with the corresponding EM propagation paths correctly. The proposed method
can cope with the case while some missing detections of TOAs happen. Simulation and experimental results

ultimately validate the robustness and the state-of-the-art performance of the proposed algorithm.

INDEX TERMS NLOS target localization, corner environment, UWB radar, multipath exploitation.

I. INTRODUCTION

Urban sensing has wide applications in many fields, such
as urban battles, rescues and anti-terrorism [1]-[3]. The
EM waves in these scenarios often fail to reach the hid-
den target along the line of sight (LOS) path for the rea-
son of the obstructions surrounded. The traditional LOS
detection methods are thus no longer effective under this
circumstance. Intuitively, non-LOS (NLOS) hidden target
detection was then proposed and has attracted considerable
attention [4]-[24].

Among the NLOS detections, through-the-wall detection
which exploits the penetrating signal to detect the target has
been studied for many years [4]-[9]. However, the penetrating
signals are very weak while the target is hidden behind the
whole room or at the building corner due to the serious
attenuation while passing multiple walls. Under this situation,
the NLOS multipath detection is more qualified for NLOS
detection by exploiting the multipaths derived from diffrac-
tion and specular reflections on building surfaces.

The associate editor coordinating the review of this manuscript and
approving it for publication was Hasan S. Mir.
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There have been many works done in exploiting NLOS
multipaths to detect hidden targets [10]-[24]. In [10]-[13],
the multipath returns received by the X-band radar were
utilized to obtain the micro-Doppler features from moving
targets. In [14], Zetik et al. proposed a one-dimensional
target localization method based on a UWB sensor operated
in the frequency band from C-band to X-band. As a con-
tinuation of this work, the two-dimensional target location
was obtained using the multipaths derived from the diffrac-
tion path and a combination of the once-reflection path and
the diffraction path [15]. In addition, several articles have
exploited the millimeter wave radar to detect the hidden
targets [16]-[18]. In [17], a detection and localization algo-
rithm based on the matched subspace filter method was devel-
oped, and in [18], Zhao et al. proposed a phase comparison
based target localization algorithm by exploiting the phase
differences of the multipaths among multiple channels of a
single-input multiple-output (SIMO) millimeter wave radar.
Furthermore, the feasibility of NLOS targets detection by
terahertz waves have been demonstrated in [19]. Some works
have been carried out to detect the concealed target based
on laser radars [20]-[24]. Specifically, an ultrafast transient

VOLUME 8, 2020


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5954-9837
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5707-6311

X. Yang et al.: NLOS Target Localization Behind an L-Shaped Corner With an L-Band UWB Radar

IEEE Access

imaging method was proposed in [20] and Manna et al.
developed two iterative back-projection algorithms to acquire
the NLOS target image in [21]. In [23], a new NLOS imaging
system was presented to collect the time-of-flight information
of the target and then reconstructed the image of the target.
This system provided significant improvements in terms of
power requirements, form factor, cost, and reconstruction
time, while still maintaining a comparable time resolution.

In summary, the NLOS multipath detection can be
achieved by using various bands of EM waves. However,
the EM waves of the above bands can’t penetrate the wall
for target detection, which limits the function of the radar in
complex environments. In this paper, we consider a dual-use
band (L-band) to detect the NLOS target. Different from
the cases in [9]-[23], for L-band radar, there are different
EM propagation characteristics. In our previous work [25],
we have obtained the wall’s positions in corner environment
using an L-band imaging radar, while in [26], a positioning
algorithm which utilize multipath components produced by
diffraction and specular reflections on surrounding surfaces
is proposed. It is worth mentioning that this paper is an
extension of our work in [26]. We first analyze the characters
of the measured signal of an L-shape corner scenario which
is received by an L-band UWB radar and establish an EM
propagation model. Then, a model-based target localization
algorithm is proposed, based on a TOAs association method
which can match the measured TOAs with the corresponding
propagation paths correctly. The proposed method is able
to achieve good NLOS target localization performance even
while some missed detections of TOAs appear.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. In Section II,
the EM wave propagation model in an L-shaped corner sce-
nario is established. The target localization algorithm based
on a TOAs association method is proposed in Section III.
In Section IV, numerical simulations and experiments data
validate the proposed algorithm and Section V ultimately
concludes this paper.

Il. EM WAVE PROPAGATION MODEL

Consider an L-shaped corner scenario constructed by two
rectangular walls, named Wall-1 and Wall-2, as shown in
FIGURE 1. The coordinate origin is set in the bottom left of
the scenario and marked as “O”. Two perpendicular surfaces
of the Wall-1, named Surface-1 and Surface-2, are located
at x = x5 and y = ys, respectively. The intersection of
Surface-1 and Surface-2 is denoted as C(xs1, ys2). A surface
of Wall-2, denoted by Surface-3, is located at x = x3.

A UWB L-band monostatic radar is placed on the same
side of Surface-2 with the coordinates of R(xg, yr). Due to
the obstruction of Wall-1, the EM wave radiated from the
radar cannot reach the area of interest via the LOS path.
In this paper, we divide the L-shaped corner scenario into the
LOS region and the NLOS region based on the presence and
absence of the EM wave LOS propagation path.

When the target is in the NLOS region, the EM wave
emitted by the radar can not propagate to the target along
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FIGURE 1. L-shaped corner scenario.

the LOS propagation path, but often travels to the target
via diffraction path and reflection paths. To analyze the
EM wave propagation characteristics in L-shaped scenario,
we establish the EM wave single-trip propagation model and
round-trip propagation model in the following.

A. SINGLE-TRIP PROPAGATION MODEL

To analyze the feasibility of detecting the hidden target in
L-shaped scenario, we execute a simulation using the soft-
ware XFDTD based on the Finite-Difference Time-Domain
numerical method. The walls are set homogeneous with the
relative permittivity &,, = 4. The corner C has the position
of (1.5m, 1.5m) and the x-coordinate of Surface-3 is 5.0m.
A transmitter antenna is placed at R (0.5m, 0.9m) and the
receiver is placed at Q (3.0m, 3.0m) in the NLOS region.
The modulated Gaussian pulse is employed as the probing
signal, with center frequency fc = 1.9 GHz and bandwidth
B = 600 MHz. The simulation time is set to 0.08 us.

FIGURE 2 shows the EM wave energy distributions at dif-
ferent simulation times during EM wave propagation. We can
observe that EM wave is emitted from the radar antenna
R (Fig. 2(a)), part of the EM wave diffracts on C and the
other part continues to propagate forward (FIGURE 2(b)).
In FIGURE 2(c¢), the diffraction wave propagates to receiver
Q and part of the EM wave reflects on Surface-3. After
that, part of the reflection wave reaches receiver Q and the
other part propagates forward (FIGURE 2(d)). The EM wave
then reflects on Surface-1 (FIGURE 2(e)) and propagates to
receiver Q (FIGURE 2(f)). After the reflection on Surface-3
(FIGURE 2(g)), the EM wave at last reaches receiver Q
(FIGURE 2(h)).

It can be seen from the above EM wave propagation
characteristics that the EM wave can reach the receiver via
diffraction path and multi-times reflection paths. For simplic-
ity and without loss of generality, we abstract four single-trip
paths from FIGURE 2, as shown in FIGURE 3. Let P;,i €
{1, 11,111, IV} denote the single-trip paths in FIGURE 3. The
details of the propagation paths are introduced as follows:

1) P;(diffraction path): R — C — Q [seen in
FIGURE 3(a)]. The signal radiated from the transmitter
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FIGURE 2. EM wave energy distributions at eight different moments, (a)0.005us, (b)0.013us, (c)0.023us, (d)0.033us, (e)0.038us,
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FIGURE 3. Single-trip propagation paths of four different propagation paths, (a)P;, (b)Py;. () Pyy. (d)Pyy -

R passed by the diffraction point C and propagates to
receiver Q. The corresponding EM wave propagation
process is shown in FIGURE 2(a)-(c).

2) Pr(once-reflection path) : R — Sri — Q [seen in
FIGURE 3(b)]. The EM wave emitted from transmitter
R bounces once on S¢; of Surface-3 and propagates
to receiver Q via the reflection path. FIGURE 2(a)-(d)
show the corresponding EM wave propagation pro-
cesses.

3) Pur (twice-reflection path): R — Sp21 — Sp2 —
Q [seen in FIGURE 3(c)]. The signal radiated from
transmitter R, passing by the reflection point Sy21 on
Surface-1 and the reflection point Sg2> on Surface-3,
propagates to receiver Q. FIGURE 2(a)-(f) illustrate the
corresponding EM wave propagation processes.

4) Ppv (three-times-reflection path):R — Sz —
Sr32 — Sr33 — QO [seen in FIGURE 3(d)]. The signal
radiated from the transmitter R, passing by the reflec-
tion point Sr31, Sr32 and Sy33, propagates to receiver
Q. The corresponding EM wave propagations are illus-
trated in FIGURE 2(a)-(h).

Apart from the above four types of paths, the signal can
also propagate to the target via four or more times reflection
paths. However, due to the energy attenuation caused by the
EM wave reflection, the signal passed by four or more times
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TABLE 1. Lengths of the four single-trip paths.
Pr Pr1 Pri1 Prv
Theoretical Locations  3.288m  6.831m  9.730m  13.662m
Extracted Locations 3.294m  6.836m  9.746m  13.680m
Error 0.006m  0.005m  0.016m 0.018m

reflection paths are too weak to be extracted. We thus only
consider the above four types of single-trip paths in this paper.
Let l;,i € {I, 11, IIl, IV} denote the length of P;. Accord-
ing to the single-trip propagation model of the EM wave,
the lengths of Py, Py, Ppr, and Ppy can be computed by

I = Igc +lIco,

Iy = Igs;, + Is; 10 = lory »

lmr = lRSfZl + lezlezz + lezzQ = lory, »

Iy = lRSfSl + le31Sf32 + le325f33 + leszQ = loRryy

ey

where Igc represents the Euclidean distance between points
R and C. R;,i € {II,1llI,IV} denotes the equivalent
radar antenna with respect to P;. Specifically, Ry is the
first-order symmetry point of radar R about Surface-3 (see
FIGURE 4(a)), Rjj; denotes the second-order symmetry point
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FIGURE 4. Equivalent radar antennas for three different propagation paths, (a)P;, (b)Pyy, ()Pyy .-

of R on Surface-1 and Surface-3. Ry and Ry are symmetric
on Surface-1 (see FIGURE 4(b)). R;y denotes the third-order
symmetry point of R on Surface-1 and Surface-3. Ryy and Ry
are symmetric on Surface-3 (see FIGURE 4(c)). According
to the known building layout, the equivalent radar antenna

Ry qr, yin)s Ry (pr, ynr) and Ryy (xpv, ypv) can be obtained
as

Xy = 2Xg3 — XR,
X = 2x51 — 2x53 + XR,
xry = 4x3 — 2X51 — XR,

@)

yi =y = YIv = YR-

To validate the correctness of the single-trip propagation
models above, we illustrate the received signal of receiver
QO in FIGURE 5. It can be seen that there appear several
peaks. To determine whether these peaks are generated by
the above single-trip paths, we first calculate the Locations
of these single-trip paths using (1) and list the theoretical
Locations in TABLE 1. Then, the data cursor in MATLAB
is used to extract the positions of the peaks in FIGURE 5 and
the extracted locations are listed in TABLE 1. Comparing the
theoretical Locations with the extracted locations, we find
that these echo peaks are appearing close to the theoreti-
cal calculated locations. The maximum error between the
extracted locations and the calculated locations is 1.8 cm,
which suggests that the four strongest peaks in FIGURE 5
match correctly with P;,i € {II, I, 1V}. Moreover, it is
obvious that except for these peaks derived from the above
four paths, the amplitudes of other peaks are too weak to be
considered in this paper.

B. ROUND-TRIP PROPAGATION MODEL BETWEEN RADAR
AND TARGET

In this section, we place the transmitter and the receiver at
the same position R and place the target at Q in NLOS region
to establish the round-trip propagation model for L-shaped
scenario. Since both of the transmitting and receiving signals
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FIGURE 5. Signal received by receiver Q in NLOS region.

may propagate along P;,i € {I,I1,1Il, 1V}, there are six-
teen round-trip propagation paths P; ;,i,j € {I,1I, 11,1V}
between the radar and the target, as shown in TABLE 2.

Because the transmitter and the receiver are at the same
location, the round-trip path P;; and P;; have the same
propagation distance when i,j € {I, I, Ill, IV}, i # j, which
means that there are six equivalent relationships, i.e.

Pru ~ Pui, Prur ~ Puira, Prv ~ Piv.1, 3)
Pt ~ Purars Puav ~ Prv.ars Purav ~ Prv i -
Therefore, only ten round-trip propagation paths are dis-
cussed in this paper, as listed in the upper triangular in
TABLE 2. The details of the EM wave propagation paths are
introduced as follows:

1) Py r(round-trip diffraction path): the corresponding
EM wave propagation pathisR - C — Q — C —
R, as shown in FIGURE 6(a). The signal radiated from
radar R, passing by the diffraction point C, propagates
to target Q and then returns along the same path.

2) Py p(diffraction path transmitting and once-reflection
path receiving): the corresponding EM wave propaga-
tion pathis R — C — Q — Sf;1 — R, as shown
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TABLE 2. Round-trip propagation paths between radar and target.

Round-Trip Path Receive Path
Pr Pr1 Prir Prv
Transmit Path
Pr Pr,1 Pr,11 Pr.air Pr,iv
Prr Prr,1 Prr,11 Prr,1ir Pri,1v
Prir Prrr,1 Prrrar Prrrarr Prrr1v
Prv Prv,r Prv,ir Prv,orr Prv,rv
NLOS NLOS NLOS NLOS
Surface-1 Surface-3 Surface-1 Surface-3 Surface-1 Surface-3 Surface-1 Surface-3
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4 ~ s B i
N 22 < q
% 7~ 33
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FIGURE 6. The EM wave propagation models, (a)P;,;, (b)P; 11, () Py yir. () Py v+ @) Puy e OPu e @ Pt v WPy st Pt v GOV Piv v

in FIGURE 6(b). The signal transmits to the target Q
via the diffraction path and then returns to the radar R
via the reflection path which bounces once on Sr; of
Surface-3.

‘Pr i1 (diffraction path transmitting and twice-reflection
path receiving): the EM wave propagates along the path
R — C — O — S — Sp21 — R, as shown in
FIGURE 6(c). The transmitting signal, passing by the
diffraction path, propagates to target Q and returns to
radar R along the twice-reflection path.

Pr v (diffraction path transmitting and three-times-
reflection path receiving): the signal propagates along
the pathR — C — O — Sr33 — Sp320 — Sp31 — R,
as shown in FIGURE 6(d). The signal radiated from

3)

4)
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)

6)

radar R, passing by the diffraction point C, propagates
to target O and then returns to R passing by the reflec-
tion point S31, Sy33 of Surface-3 and Sy3; of Surface-2.
Prr i1 (round-trip once-reflection path): the correspond-
ing EM wave propagation path is R — Sf; — Q0 —
Sr1 — R, as shown in FIGURE 6(e). The signal
transmits to target Q via the once-reflection path and
then returns to R along the same path.
Prr_mir(once-reflection path transmitting and twice-
reflection path receiving): the EM wave propagates
along the path R — Sf1 — O — S22 — Sp21 —
R, as shown in FIGURE 6(f). The transmitting signal
propagates to target Q via the once-reflection path and
propagates back to R along the twice-reflection path.
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TABLE 3. Lengths of the round-trip paths.

Pr,1 Pr,11 Prarr Prov Prrgar Prrgrr Prrov Pronarn Pronov Prviav

Theoretical Locations 7.785m 10.410m 14.238m 17.187m 13.038m 16.866m 19.814m 20.699m 23.647m 26.597m
Extracted Locations 7.780m  10.426m 14.230m  17.195m 13.031m 16.880m 19.829m 20.712m 23.650m 26.591m
Error 0.005m 0.016m  0.008m  0.005m 0.008m 0.014m 0.015m 0.013m 0.003m  0.006m

TABLE 4. The summary of L-band EM wave propagation paths in an L-shaped corner scenario.

Transmit Path Pr Prr Prir Prv
Receive Path Pr Prr Prrr Prv
Round-trip Path Pr,1 Prar Priarr Prarr Prrgr Prrarr Prrgv Prorarr Prniv Prviav

7) Puiv(once-reflection path transmitting and three-
times-reflection path receiving): the EM wave prop-
agates along the path R — S — 0 —
Sr33 —>  Spz2 — Sp31 —> R, as shown in
FIGURE 6(g). The signal radiated from radar R prop-
agates to target Q passing by the reflection point Sy;
of Surface-3 and then returns to R passing by the
reflection point Sr31, Sp33 of Surface-3 and Sp3p of
Surface-2.

8) P . (round-trip twice-reflection path): the EM wave
propagates along the path R — Sp21 — S22 —
O — St — Sf21 — R, as shown in FIGURE 6(h).
The signal transmits to target Q via the twice-reflection
path and then returns to R passing by the same
path.

9) Pur.1v(twice-reflection path transmitting and three-
times-reflection path receiving): the corresponding EM
wave propagation path is R — Sp1 — S —
Q0 — 833 — Sz — Sp31 — R, as shown in
FIGURE 6(i). The signal radiated from radar R, passing
by the reflection path, propagates to target Q which
bounces on Sy;; of Surface-3 and Sy2; of Surface-1 and
then returns to R passing by the reflection point Sr31,
Sr33 of Surface-3 and Sy3; of Surface-2.

10) Pry v (round-trip three-times-reflection path): the EM
wave propagates along the path R — Sr31 — Sf32 —
Sr33 — O — Sf33 — Spz2 —> Sp31 — R, as shown
in FIGURE 6(j). The signal propagates to the target by
the three-times-reflection path and returns via the same
path.

Letl;j,1,j € {1,111, 1II, 1V} denote the length of P; ;, then,
based on the above round-trip propagation model, /;; can
be computed via Eq.(4), as shown at the bottom of the next
page.

To verify the EM wave round-trip propagation model,
we simulate a single moving target that moves along a curve
track by FDTD-based software. The simulation scenario is
shown in FIGURE 7. The walls are homogeneous with
the relative permittivity &, = 4. The corner C has the
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FIGURE 7. EM Simulation scenario of a moving target that moves along a
curve route.

coordinates of (1.5m, 1.5m) and the x-coordinate of Surface-
3 is 5.0m. The radar is located at R (0.5m, 0.9m). A single
target moves from S (2.12m, 2.6m) to Q (4.0m, 2.8m) along
a curve route.

FIGURE 8 shows the EM simulation results of the mov-
ing target. It can be seen from FIGURE 8(a) that there are
several range tracks. Because the target motion trajectory
is continuous, we only need to distinguish the echoes of
one period to determine whether these range tracks are gen-
erated by the above round-trip paths. TABLE 3 first lists
the theoretical Locations of the round-trip paths which are
computed by (4), then lists the locations of the peaks corre-
sponding to the 80th period(see FIGURE 8(b)). It is obvi-
ous that the maximum error between the extracted locations
and the theoretical Locations is only 1.6 cm, which vali-
dates the correctness of the proposed round-trip propagation
model.

In summary, the L-band EM wave propagation model in an
L-shaped corner scenario is shown in TABLE 4. Based on the
above analysis, we have

i. The signal which propagates to the target by diffraction
and multi-times reflections on surrounding surfaces can be
exploited to detect the hidden target.

ii. The signal propagating to the target along four or more
times reflections on surrounding surfaces attenuates severely
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FIGURE 8. Simulation results of single moving target. (a) Range profile
plane, (b) echo of the 80th period.

and can be omitted. We therefore only apply four types of
single-trip propagation paths (see Subsection A) and ten types
of round-trip propagation paths (see Subsection B) to detect
the hidden target.

Ill. MODEL-BASED TARGET LOCALIZATION

In this section, we introduce the target localization algorithm.
The signal model is first established based on the EM wave
propagation model. Afterwards, we introduce the target loca-
tion method with the assumption that the multipath types
of two TOAs of the returns are known. At last, a TOAs
association method is proposed to determine the multipath
types of the extracted TOAs.

A. SIGNAL MODEL
Let s(¢) denote the transmitted signal. The returns received by
the receiver can thus be expressed as

y () = Yo Tis(t—Tmy)+dO+E@®. )

ije{l 11l IV},i<j

where 7; ; denotes the propagation time delay of round-trip
path P; j, I'; j is the corresponding backscattering coefficient,
d(t) is the received direct-coupled signal by the receiver
from the transmitter which summarizes the clutters caused
by strong reflections from the exterior wall, and £ (¢) denotes
the noise.

According to the EM wave propagation model, the propa-
gation time delay 7; ; can be obtained

l. .
ty = 2L € (LI VY i <, ©)
c

where v, represents the velocity of EM wave in the air and /;
can be calculated by (4).

B. TARGET LOCATION WITH KNOWN TOAS

Note that if the propagation types of any two TOAs are
known, the location of the target can be acquired. In this
subsection, we introduce the target location method with
the assumption that the propagation types of two multipath
returns are known. Based on the proposed EM wave propa-
gation model, the target localization procedure contains two
steps, i.e. multipath loci determination and target coordinates
calculation.

1) MULTIPATH LOCI DETERMINATION

This step determines the loci of multipaths at the location
of the target. According to the types of transmit and receive
paths, we divide these round-trip paths into two groups,
named as the “Circle” group and the “Ellipse” group,
respectively. Specifically, for each round-trip path in *“Cir-
cle” group, the type of one-trip transmit path is the same
as that of the receive path. Thus, the corresponding locus of
multipath is a circle [27]. On the contrary, for each round-trip
path in “Ellipse” group, the type of one-trip transmit path is
different from that of one-trip receive path, which leads to the

1,1 = 2lgc + 2lgc,

b = 2Igs;, + 2ls; 0 = 2wy,
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I =Igc +loc + ZRS/I + lsle = Irc +lgc + lory
Il = Irc + loc + IRy + 15y 8y + Isyn0 = IrC + loc + loryy s
v = Irc +1loc + RSy + Isp31830 + 18308033 + Isp330 = Ire + loc + loryy »

“

111,111 = lRSfl + le]Q + lRszl + leZISfZZ + lezzQ = ZQRII + ZQRIII >

v = lrspy +Isp10 + IRspyy + Isps1830 + IspSyay + 15330 = Lok =+ Loy

b = 21Rssy, + 2150918500 + 2500 = 2oy,

lurv = lRSfZl + leZleZZ + lezzQ + lRSf31 + le315f32 + le3ZSf33 + le33Q = lory + loRryy »
v = 211?5/31 + 215;"315/32 + ZZSfSZSfSS + 215/33Q = 2lgRyy -
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multipath locus following an ellipse [27]. The expressions of
these two groups of loci will be introduced in the following.

Theorem 1: The locus equation of multipath corresponds
to the round-trip path in *“Circle” group

Assume that the positions of the equivalent radar antennas
for four different one-trip paths have been obtained using
(2) and denoted as R;(x;,y;), i € {I,II,1II,IV}. Then,
the locus equation of the multipath corresponds to P; ;, i €
{1,11,1Il, IV}, can be expressed as

@ —x)’+ -y’ =rl (7

where r; ; denotes the propagation path length of P; ;, which
is illustrated in Appendix A.
Proof: See Appendix A. [ |

Theorem 2: The locus equation of multipath corresponds
to the round-trip path in “Ellipse” group.

Assume that the positions of these equivalent radar anten-
nas concerning different transmitting and receiving paths
have been obtained using (2), which are denoted as R;(x;, y;)
and Rj(xj, yj), respectively, i,j € {I,Il,1ll,IV},i < j. Then
the locus equation of multipath corresponds to P;; can be
expressed as

X2 y?
where
X = xcosB +ysinf — x,, 9)
Y = —xsinB +ycosB — y,, (10)
xj-—xo/
B = arccos , Y
c
Xy =Ty = T (12)
r,-,j
_ i, 13
a ) (13)
2 2
xi—x)"+ (i =y
R R V) M
2
b =a® — c2, (15)

while 7; ; denotes the propagation path length of P; ;, as illus-
trated in Appendix B.
Proof: See Appendix B. ]

2) TARGET COORDINATES CALCULATION

In the last part, we have obtained the locus equations of
two different kinds of multipaths. In this part, we introduce
the proposed target localization method considering three
different cases. The first case obtains the target location
by solving the intersection of any two different ““Circle”
loci while in the second case the location of target can be
acquired by solving the intersection of a “Circle’” locus and
an “Ellipse” locus. Meanwhile, the third case focuses on
the target localization via obtaining the intersection of any
two “Ellipse” loci. Specifically, these three different cases
will be illustrated in Theorem 3, Theorem 4 and Theorem 5,
respectively.
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Theorem 3: Target localization by two ““Circle’ loci.

Assume that the positions of two equivalent radar antennas
for two different EM wave one-trip propagation paths have
been obtained using (2), which are denoted as R;(x;, y;) and
Ry (xy,yy), respectively, i,i' € {I,II,HI,IV} and i # .
Then, the coordinates (x4, yrqr) Of the target can be calcu-
lated as

Vii (—b + «/K)
Xtar = Xj + ————,
tar i 2u (16)
riiv/4a2 — b2+ A +2bV/A
Yiar = Yi t ,
2a
with the restrictions of
Xs1 = Xgar = Xs3, (17)
V52 = Ytar = Ymax,

where yqy 1S the maximum y-ordinate of the scenario, a, b
and A are illustrated in Appendix C.
Proof: See Appendix C. |

Theorem 4: Target localization by a ““Circle” locus and an
“Ellipse’ locus

Suppose that the position of the equivalent radar antenna
to the “Circle” locus has the position of R;(x;, y;). The coor-
dinates of these two equivalent radar antennas related to the
“Ellipse” locus are denoted as Ry (xy,yy) and Ry (xj/, yj/),
respectively, i/, € {I,II, Ill, IV} and i # j. Then, the coor-
dinates of the target (x;,,, y14r) can be computed as

Xtar = 2x; — X1 + a3 cos B — bua sin B,

Yiar = 2Yi — Y1 + apu3 sin f — bjug cos B, e
with the restrictions of
Xs1 = Xiar = Xs3,
Ys2 = Yiar = Ymax, (19)

(mips+nipa + q)*+mops + napia + q2)* = 1,
n3? 4+ ua=1,

where x1, y1, a, b, u3, ua, B, my, ni, q1, my, ny, q are
described in Appendix D.

Proof: See Appendix D. [ ]
Theorem 5: Target localization by two “Ellipse” loci
Assume that the positions of four equivalent radar anten-

nas concerning two different “Ellipse” loci have been
obtained and denoted as R;(x;, y;), Rl-(xj, yj), Ry (xy, yy) and
Rj/(xj/,yjr), respectively, i,j,i',j/ € {I,1I,1II,1V}. Then,
the coordinates of the target (x4, Y1) can be expressed as

Xtar = @1 €OS B1iu — by sin Biun + x1,

. (20
Yiar = a1 sin By + by cos Bruz + y1,
with the restrictions of
Xs1 = Xpar = Xs3,
YS22§ ytarzf Ymax» Q1)
mi1°+pot=1,
(mipr +mpa +q)? + (mapr +mps + q2)* = 1,
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where x1, y1, X2, y2, a1, b1, az, ba, 1, 2, B1, B2, mi, ni, qi,
my, ny, and g are illustrated in Appendix E.
Proof: See Appendix E. [ |

C. MODEL-BASED TOAS ASSOCIATION
From the analysis in the previous section, we know that the
target location can be obtained by the two known TOAs
derived from round-trip paths. However, the multipath types
of the TOAs are difficult to identify because that the relative
positions and amplitudes of the TOAs vary with the target
position. To tackle this problem, we introduce a TOAs asso-
ciation method to recognize the corresponding propagation
path type of the extracted TOAs and obtain the true position
of the target. Details are as follows:

Step-1: By using the MTI technique and cell average con-
stant false alarm rate (CA-CFAR) detector, we extract the
TOAs of the measured signal and then stack these TOAs into
avector T, ie.,

7

=[t1, 12, 73,..., k], (22)

where K is the total number of the extracted TOAs.

Step-2: The two strongest TOAs in T are chosen to be
recognized, denoted as Tj4x,1 and Tpayx,2.

Step-3: Since Tpqar,1 and Tpay2 can be derived by the
aforementioned ten types of round-trip paths, there are totally
M = A%O types of combinations for T4y, 1 and T4y 2.

Step-4: For the mth combination, suppose that Tpax, 1
is associated with the round-trip path P;; i,j €
{I,II, 11,1V}, i < j, and Tpax2 is associated with the
round-trip path Py y, i',j’ € {I,II,II,1V},i" < j. Then,
by exploiting the NLOS target localization method mentioned

previously, the target candidate can be obtained, denoted as
(m)

Qcandi' o .
Step-5: To evaluate the similarity between the target candi-

date and the real target, we first calculate all the virtual TOAs
(m) of the target candidate Q" . by (6) and then stack all

candi
these TOAs in a vector Tamdl, ie.,
T
(m) (m) _(m) _(m) (m)
T anai = [Tl DT T s Ty IV] . (23)

Afterwards, we define two associating-factors, N and
E™ based on the relevance of vector T E,’;r)ldl and vector
T, Wthh are applied to determine the real target location.

Herein, we have

N =3 fi (mln i rD (24)
i,je{1,2,3,4},i<j
and
EM — Z f (mln l(;") ‘L'D, (25)
i,je{1,2,3,4},i<j
where | - | is the absolute value operator, fi (-) and f> () are
defined as
I, x <Tp,
X) = 26
fi @) {O’ o (26)
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and

x, x <Tp,
frx) = {0, x> T, (27
where T} is a heuristic threshold with small value.

Step-6: Repeat Step-4 and Step-5, we can calculate
the correspondmg associating-factors of each target can-
didate Qumdl, = 1,2,3,...,M. Stacking these
associating-factors into two vectors N and E, then we have

N = [N(l),N(2),N(m),...,N(M)]T, (28)

and

E= [E(l),E(z),E(’"),...,E(M)]T. (29)

Note that N represents the number of virtual TOAs
of the target candidate Qc angi Which are matched with the
extracted TOAs in T correctly, and E™ is the corresponding
error. In general, if the target candidate and, is the true
target, N (m) will have the maximum value and E will have
the minimum value compared to other candidate targets.

Thus, we identify the target candidate by the following

decision rules:

1) Rule-1: If only one element in N is equal to the maxi-
mum Value of N, then, the corresponding target candi-
date Q ean dl is chosen as the real target.

2) Rule-2: If several elements in N are equal to the maxi-
mum value of N, we compare the corresponding ele-
ments in E and find the minimum value, the corre-
sponding target candidate QEZZ 4 Of which is chosen as
the real target.

IV. NUMERICAL RESULTS
In this section, simulations and experiments are implemented
to validate the effectiveness and robustness of the proposed
target localization method.

A. EM SIMULATION RESULTS

The simulation scenario is shown in FIGURE 7 and the range
profile is illustrated in FIGURE 8(a). Therein, we can see that
several range tracks derived from different round-trip paths.
The relative positions and the amplitudes of these range tracks
varying with the target locations.

The localization results of the proposed method is depicted
in FIGURE 9. It can be seen that most of the targets positions
are closed to the ground truth. In FIGURE 10, we give the
localization error curve to show the mean square error (MSE)
between the ground truth and the extracted position in each
period. Note that although the localization error fluctuates in
different periods, the maximum MSE is only 6.24cm, which
validates the effectiveness of the proposed algorithm.

To analyze the robustness of the developed location method
at different noise levels, the recorded data are corrupted with
additive white Gaussian noise by assuming the signal-noise-
ratio (SNR) of 8 dB to 16 dB. FIGURE 11 shows the error
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FIGURE 9. Localization results in the simulation scenario.
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FIGURE 10. Localization error curve in the simulation scenario with no
noise.
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FIGURE 11. Localization error curves at different noise levels.

curves at different noise levels. As we can see, when the
SNR is 8 dB, the maximum location error is 35 cm and the
location errors are below 20 cm in most periods. Then, when
the SNRs are greater than 10 dB, the location errors are below
15 cm steadily, which means that the proposed localization
algorithm is robust in these situations.

B. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

Several experiments in two different real scenarios have been
conducted to prove the effectiveness of the proposed algo-
rithm. The first scenario is shown in FIGURE 12, the cor-
ner is located at (2.0m,2.0m) and Surface-3 is located at
x = 4.32 m. A UWB radar with one transmitting and one
receiving antenna is placed at the side of Surface-2 to collect
the experiment data of the hidden target in NLOS region.
The transmitter is located at (1.44m, 1.68m) and the receiver
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Surface-2

FIGURE 12. The first experimental scenario.

TABLE 5. Parameters of the probing signal.

Parameter Value
Start frequency 1.6GHz
End frequency 2.2GHz
Bandwidth 600MHz
Number of steps | 300
Step frequency 2MHz

FIGURE 13. The second experimental scenario.

is located at (1.47m, 1.61m), respectively. The stepped fre-
quency continuous waveform [28] is employed as the prob-
ing signal and the detailed signal parameters are given in
TABLE 5.

By exploiting the UWB radar system aforementioned,
two experiments are conducted to obtain the positions of
the NLOS target that hides behind the building corner.
In the first experiment, the human target sways back and
forth within a short range. And in the second experiment
there is a single target moving along a straight line. Exper-
imental results are introduced in Case-1 and Case-2 as
below.

The second scenario is shown in FIGURE 13, the corner
is located at (2.0m,2.0m) and Surface-3 is located at x =
6.36 m. The transmitter is located at (1.74m, 1.72m) and
the receiver is located at (1.77m, 1.64m), respectively. The
radar system is the same as the first scenario. A single target
moves along a straight line in this scenario and the results are
introduced in Case-3 as below.
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FIGURE 14. Experimental results of micro-motion target, (a)Range profile,
(b)echo of the 100th period.

1) CASE-1: MICRO-MOTION TARGET IN THE FIRST
SCENARIO

In the first experiment, a person at first stands at the position
of (3.13m,3.54m). Then, he is swaying back and forth with
a small range during the data collection process. The corre-
sponding target range profile is illustrated in FIGURE 14(a)
from which we can observe that several range tracks of the
micro-motion target are presented. The true multipath types
of these range tracks have been marked out. In real experi-
ment, since the human body is not an ideal point target and the
surface of the surrounding walls are not completely smooth,
the corresponding range tracks expand to a certain extent.
Besides, compared with the case of simulation, the signal
attenuation is more severe in the experiment due to the clutter.
Thus, less range peaks are appearing in FIGURE 14 than the
EM simulation.

The target location is obtained by the model-based tar-
get localization method, as shown in FIGURE 15. It can
be seen that the locations of the target are presented. The
average coordinates of the extracted target locations are
(3.0074m,3.6054m). In the same way as in the simulation,
we obtain the maximum MSE between the ground truth
position of the target and the average coordinates of the
extracted target locations, i.e. 0.14 m. Considering the size
of the human body, the error value is within the accept-
able range, which validates the effectiveness of the proposed
algorithm.
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FIGURE 16. Experiment results of single moving target, (a)Range profile,
(b)echo of the 100th period.

2) CASE-2: MOVING TARGET IN THE FIRST SCENARIO

In this experiment, a person moves along a straight line
between (2.32m,2.57m) and (3.82m,5.17m) in the NLOS
region. FIGURE 16(a) shows the range profile for multiple
periods of the experiment data and FIGURE 16(b) is the range
profile of the 100th period. Therein, we mark out the range
tracks of the moving target. For most of the data periods,
there are four range trajectories, as shown in FIGURE 16(a).
However, for each range trajectory, the amplitude of the echo
decreases as the EM propagation range increases. There-
fore, when the target is at the farthest position, the ampli-
tude of the echo received is very weak (see the dotted
red box in FIGURE 16(a)). In this case, it is difficult to
acquire the target location. However, by applying the pro-
posed method and using the Kalman filter to improve the
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FIGURE 18. Experimental results of the second scenario, (a)Range profile,
(b)the localization results.

localization results [29], [30]. The target location result is
presented in FIGURE 17. We observe that although there
are some missed detections of TOAs in real experiment,
the motion of the human target is still clearly presented.
Thus, the proposed method is effective in NLOS target
positioning.

3) CASE-3: MOVING TARGET IN THE SECOND SCENARIO

In this experiment, a person moves along a straight line
between (5.4m,6.3m) and (5.4m,9.7m) in the NLOS region.
FIGURE 18 shows the experimental results of the second
scenario. For most of the data periods, there are four range
trajectories, as shown in FIGURE 18(a). Also, it can be seen
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that there exist some interferences when the target is at the
farthest position (see the red dotted boxes FIGURE 18(a)).
Although there are some non-motor vehicles in the sce-
nario (see from FIGURE 13), which lead to location errors,
the target trajectory is obtained by the proposed method
accurately.

V. CONCLUSION

This paper addresses a corner target localization problem by
using a monostatic L-band UWB radar. We have established
an EM wave propagation model by analyzing the charac-
teristics of the measured signal. Based on the established
model, a target localization algorithm using a TOAs asso-
ciation method which can match the measured TOAs with
the corresponding EM propagation paths correctly have been
developed. Numerical results have demonstrated that even
with some missed detections of TOAs, the human movement
can still be obtained correctly. Possible future work might
concern the study of multi-target localization.

Vi. PROOF OF THEOREM 1

For the round-trip path P;; in the “Circle” group, we can
obtain the following relationships based on (4), i.e.

ri.r = loc, ru = lgry

ranim = lory 'iv.v = lory - (30)
where
I, —2lrc  vetrq — 2Ige
= 5 = 5 ,
i vetnn
== .
511,111 VeTi i @D
L= =
vy vetv,v
vy ==

From (22), it is clear that the target locates at two different
circle loci. The first circle locus has a center of C and a
radius of r; ;, while the other circle locus has a center of R;
and a radius of r; ;,i € {II, Ill, IV}. For ease of description,
we use Ry to represent C in (22). Therefore, the equation of
the multipath circle is achieved as

x—x) >+ G—y)?=r2,ie{l,lI,H,IV}. (32)

i

VII. PROOF OF THEOREM 2
For the round-trip path P;; in the “Ellipse” group, i < j,
we have the following relationships based on (4), i.e.

ri. = lor, +lory, ri.ur = lor, + lory; »
ri.v = lor; + lgry > T = lory + lory » (33)
ri v = lory + lory > Tirv = lory, + lory »
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where C has been replaced by Ry and

rin =1l —Irr; = vetr i — Irr;»
ri =l — RR; = Vetr,m — Irg;
riv =1l —Irr; = vetrv — IRr;» (34)
rir =l = vetnmn,

riav =l =vetn v,

v = lIII,IV =Veturav.

From (33), it is obvious that the target is on an ellipse locus
with two focal points R; and R;, and the major axis r; j, i, j €
{1,11,111,1V},i <.

To prove Theorem 2, we first introduce the derivation
process of round-trip path P; ;7. The multipath ellipse locus
of Py yr is illustrated in FIGURE 13 with two focal points
Ry (xy, yr) and Ry (xj, yir). In order to obtain the equation of
the ellipse, the auxiliary coordinate system UO'V is estab-
lished, as shown in the orange line of FIGURE 19. The
coordinates of O’ can be calculated as

X X1+ xn
o = s

VI wg yi 35)
Yo = )

Thus, the elliptical standard equation in UO'V coordinate
system can be denoted as

w  v?

S+ =1, (36)

where a and b represent the lengths of the semi-major and the
semi-minor axis, respectively.

According to the property of ellipse, we get the correspond-
ing parameters as below

g IRio+ IRy 11,1

2 2
_Ijry \/(x[ —xi)* + Or —yn)? (37)
‘T T 2 ’
= -,

where ¢ denotes half of the focal length.
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According to the translation and rotation theory of carte-
sian coordinate system, we get

u cos B sin 8 X Xof
= — . (38)

v —sinfB  cospf y Yo

where B denotes the angle between the X -axis positive direc-
tion and the U-axis positive direction, which can be calcu-
lated as

X[ — Xy

B = arccos A 39)

Thus, the ellipse equation in XOY coordinate system can
be expressed as

X2 y?
=1, (40)
where
X=u=xcosB+ysinp —x,, 41)
and
Y=v=—xsinf+ycosf —y,. (42)

Following the same idea, we can also achieve the proofs
of the other ellipse equations with respect to the remaining
round-trip paths P; j, i < j.

VIil. PROOF OF THEOREM 3
Assume that the equations of two multipath circles are
obtained by Theorem 1, which are respectively expressed as

@ —x)*+ -y =1 (43)
and
x—x)+ 0=y =17 (44)

By introducing an extra parameter ¢ € [0, 27 ], we rewrite
the equation of the first circle in (43) as

X=X+t c.os t, 45)
y=yi+riisint.
Substituting (45)) into (44), we have
(x; + riicost — xi/)2 + (yi + riisint — y,-/)2 =r7,. (46)
Then, (46) can be transformed to
2ri; (x; — xp)cost 4 2ry y (yi — yy) sint
= =)’ + G-yt @)

2
= ri/’i/ -

To simplify the analysis above, we define the following
three parameters:

a= 21”,',,' x;i —xp),
b=2ryy (yi—yr), (48)
c=riy =l (- xi)? + (i — yi)*
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Then, (47) can be rewritten as

acost 4+ bsint = c. (49)
Letcost = x’ andsint = v 1 — x’z, then we have
(a2 n b2) X% —2acx' +F — b =0. (50)
By solving (50), we obtain
., —bxJA
cos =x' = —,
2 Vi@ -+ atamda oY
sinf = £y 1 —x? ==+ 3 ,
a
where

A = 4d>P—4 (a2+b2) (cz—bz) =4b2(1+a2—c2) . (52)

Substituting (51) into (45), the coordinates of the target can
be obtained

rii (—b + \/K)
Xar =Xj + ————F——,

24 (53)
N riiv/4a2 — b2+ A +2bV/A
2a '

Ytar = Yi

IX. PROOF OF THEOREM 4

Assume that the equation of the multipath circle is computed
according to Theorem 1 and the equation of the multipath
ellipse is obtained by Theorem 2, which are respectively
expressed as

@ —x)*+ -y =1, (54)
and
x? y?
a_2+ﬁ: L, (55)
where
X =xcosfB +ysinf — x,,
Y =—xsinf+ycosf —yy,
_Xj/ _'x(l/
B = arccos ,
= Xy + Xy v +yy
T2 T2 (56)
i\
a=—,
2
2 2
V=) + O =)
c= s
2
b? =a? -2

By introducing two parameters t1, t» € [0, 27], (54) and
(55) can be rewritten as

{x :xi—i—r,-,ic.ostl, (57)
y=yi+riismiy,
and
{x cos B +ysinff — xy = acosty, (58)
—xsinf 4+ ycos B —y, = bsinty.
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Furthermore, (58) can be simplified as

Xx =acos B costy — bsin Bsinty + xq, (59)
y=asinfcost, +bcosBsinty + yi,
where
X1 = Xy c'osIB — Yo sin B, (60)
Y1 = Xy sin 8 — y,s cos B.

Thus, we have

Xtar = Xj + rijcost] = acos B costy — bsinfsint + x,
Yar = Yi + riisint; = asinfcosty + bcos Bsinty + y;.

(61)
To solve (61), we rewrite it into vector form, i.e.
cl +At = At + 2, (62)
where
i 0 X; costg
A] = , Cl = = )
0 —Fii Vi sinfy
acosfB —bsinf X1 cost
A2 = , 02 = ) t2 =
asinff bcos B y1 sin fp
) (63)
Based on (62) and (63), we have
I
[A1, As] =cy—cy. (64)

15}

To simplify the analysis, we define

A=[A], A e B¢, 1= . eR™ ! c=cr—c; € WXL,
15}
(65)
Then, (63) can be transformed to
At =c. (66)

Considering the case that rank(A) = rank(A,c) =2 < 4,
the general solution of (66) can be obtained by the generalized
inverse of matrix A, named as A™, i.e.

t=A"c+ (Ey—A"A)u, (67)

where (E4 — A~ A)u is the general solution of At = 0, E,, is a
n x n identity matrix and u is an arbitrary vector. To calculate
the generalized inverse A~, we calculate the maximum rank
decomposition of A. Then, we have

A = BD, (68)
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where
B —ri; 0
0 —rl-,l
a b 69
10 ——cosp —sinf (69)
D= "(il,i ' Véi
0l ——sing —cospf
rii rii
Thus, A~ can be computed by
A_l
- p—lp—1 1
A” =B, Dy = , (70)
02

where 0,, is a n X n zero matrix, le denotes the left inverse of

B and Dlgl is the right inverse of D. The expressions of BZI
and DEI can be expressed as
I 0
1
SE Iar-vE N S
B, = b { ,Dp" = .
0 —— 0 O
Tii
0 0

Therefore, ¢ can be denoted as

cos 1] miu3 +nips + qi
sintq ma 3 +ms + q2
t= = , (72)
COS Ip "3
sin ty o

where

T
Z[m n2 13 m],

a b 1
my=—cos f8,nj=——sinp, 611——(161 —Xx1),  (73)
rii rii rii
a . 1
my =—sinf,ng = —cosB,q1 = — i —y1) -
Tii T rii

According to trigonometric function relation, we have the
following restrictions:

(74)

(mips+nipatq)+maps + napa + q2)* = 1,
n3? 4+ pua?=1.

Substituting (72) into (61), the coordinates of the target can
be obtained and expressed as

{xmr =x;+r;;cost; =2x;—x1+apu3 cos f—bua sin B, (75)

Yar =Yi+7ii sinty =2y;—x1+au3 sin B—bji4 cos f.
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X. PROOF OF THEOREM 5
Suppose that the equations of the two multipath ellipses are
calculated according to Theorem 2 and expressed as

S (e 1 (76)
2t =h
ay by

and
X2 Y2
! 77)
a by

where

X1 = xcos B1 + ysin B —x{()/l),

Y1 = —xsin 81 + ycos B —y(l)

X2 =xcosﬂ2+ysm,82—x(2)

Yy = —xsinfy +ycosfr —y, ()
(1)

X;
J /
B = arccos—",

o —
ﬂzzarccos]—”,
+x 0 v+
. o
x =29 = 22, (78)
NEI 2“9 @ _ Yty
X, Yy =T
2 2
V(=) + (=)
c] = ,
: 2
2 2
=)+ v —7)
= s
] rl-/v/
ar =" a = 5=,

2 2 2
by = 1_Clvb2—“2_cz

By introducing two extra parameters t1, t» € [0, 2], (76)
and (77) can be rewritten as

X = aj cos By cost; — by sin By sinty + xp, (79)
y = ay sin B cost| + by cos By sinty + yq,
and
X = ap cos Br costy — by sin By sinty + x3, (80)
y = ap sin B cos ty + by cos Bo sintp + ya,
where
X1 —xi,)cosﬂ (1) sin 1, 381
yl_xs,)smﬂ ()cos,Bl,
and
Xp = x(,z) cos By — (2) sin B3, 82)
2 _x(,)sm,Bz ( )COS,B2
Then, we have
Xtqr = aj cos B1 cost; — by sin By sint] + x1
= ap cos B2 costr — by sin By sinty + x2,
2Cos B 2 — by sin By sinty +x 83)

YViar = aj Sin By costy + by cos By sinty + yp
= ap sin B costy + by cos B sinty + y;.
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Transforming (83) into the vector form, we then have

Aty +c1 = Aty + e, (84)
where
aj CoS ,31 —b] sin ﬂ] X1
Al = , C1 =
a;sinf bjcos B y1
—ajcos By bysin By X2
Ay = , =
—aysinB —bjcos B V2
cos t1 cost
H= , h= (85)
sin t; sint

Thus, (84) can be rewritten as

[A1, Az] =cy—c1. (86)

15}

To simplify the analysis, we define

A=[A], AJeR>?, 1= eRtl c=cr—cp e,

(87)
Therefore, we have
At = c. (88)

After conducting the similar process as that of (66))-(72 in
APPENDIX D, ¢ can be obtained by

COS 11 M1
sin w2

t= = , (89)
cost mip1 +nipu2 + q1

sintp mafL1 +n2i2 + g2

where
T
u= [m p2 M3 M4] ;
a b :
m; = _1005 (‘31 — ﬂz) ,np = ——1 Sln(ﬂl - /32) )
. -
q1 = Z [(xl —X2) COS ,32 + (yl _yZ) Sin,BZ] s (90)

ap by
my = —sin (B — B2) ,n = —cos(B1 — B2),
by by

1
g1 = 5 [(x2 — x1) sin B + (y1 — y2) cos B2].
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According to trigonometric function relation, we have the
following restrictions:

w1+ pa?=1,

29)
(mipy +nipa + q1)* + (mapy +maps + q2)* = 1.

Substituting (89) into (83), the coordinates of the target can
be obtained by

Xigr = a1 €08 B0 — by sin Brua + x1,

. 92)
Yiar = ai sin B + by cos Biua + yi.
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