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ABSTRACT The time to market of maximum power point tracking circuits for solar cells depends on the
time of transient simulations. But, the traditional tools use a nonlinear resistor model for the solar cells. The
question is if it is possible to use another nonlinear relationship to improve the convergence features. This
paper presents a new method for modeling a solar cell, considering temperature and irradiation changes and
an improved convergence performance. In this model, the solar cell’s current-voltage (I-V) characteristics for
three irradiation and two temperature conditions are required, showing a feasible procedure. The proposed
model is fitted to three commercial solar cells exhibiting a maximum average error of 2.51 percent. It is
tested in a transient analysis converging to the expected values in a maximum power point tracking circuit.

INDEX TERMS Solar cell, solar power generation, analytical models.

I. INTRODUCTION
Solar cells are important elements for the electronic circuit
design flow. There are industrial software tools to design
Photo-Voltaic (PV) systems [1]. However, some of the most
important Computer Aided Design (CAD), for electronic
circuit design, tools [2] do not include solar cells with the
basic elements in the library setup. In these design platforms,
it is not easy to construct a compatible solar cell model for
low average error considering irradiation and temperature
changes. For this limitation arises the need to explore the con-
struction of solar cell models. Of the most recent and relevant
solar cell models, it is possible to highlight three features:
F1) the model considers irradiation (L) and temperature (T)
changes, F2) uses linear functions to describe physics and F3)
an extensive characterization to calculate implicit parameters.
The popular P-V design tools use the single and dou-
ble diode description with up to five parameters [3]. The
actual research focuses on new methods to obtain the 1-diode
model parameters to fit the irradiation and temperature
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dependence [4]. There are several solar cell model param-
eter extraction methods, detailed in [5], [6]. The parameter
extraction enables the construction of the most used models
for solar cells [7]-[11].

The aforementioned are recent works solving the problem
of modeling solar cells. The number of model parameters
in the exponential functions increases to reduce the average
error [7]. However, the size of the equation is a constraint
when the solar cells are simulated together with other electri-
cal elements. The 1-diode model is a nonlinear resistor with
an exponential branch relationship. The question is if it is
possible to use another nonlinear relationship to improve the
convergence features. Particularly, the design of Maximum
Power Point Tracking (MPPT) circuits gives rise to a critical
situation [12]-[14]. It is necessary to test the tracking circuit
with a solar cell model describing the physical parameters
with the compatibility of an electronic circuit CAD. In this
scenario, the behavioral description with VerilogA is a good
option. This hardware description language is a reliable solu-
tion for the mixed signal electronic circuit design and reduces
the time to market in many products.
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This work extends the model in [15], which is a combina-
tion of physical analysis and a mathematical approach that
considers temperature and irradiation effects. The proposed
model needs the short circuit current, the open circuit voltage,
and saturation conductance, for a few temperature and irra-
diation levels, which are feasible parameter measurements.
It is important to notice that these parameters can also be
obtained from the solar cell’s datasheet, although in many
cases they are not available. This is as standards have split
content with mandatory and best practice information [16].
For instance: solar cells performance to different irradiance
levels. Therefore, geographical locations and the split stan-
dard content makes some manufacturers give minimal infor-
mation. The objective of this work is to give another option
to model a solar cell achieving a good average error with the
possibility to extract the parameters with a simple procedure.
The manuscript is organized as follows: Section II details the
necessary parameters and equations for the extended model.
Section III compares the proposed model with the most recent
solutions, including commercial solar cell curves in transient
analyses in an MPPT circuit. Finally, Section IV draws con-
clusions.

Il. THE PROPOSED SOLAR CELL MODEL

A. MODEL DESCRIPTION

The proposed model is a set of linearized equations consid-
ering the irradiation and temperature variations. The model
requires the voltages and currents associated with three irradi-
ation and two temperature levels, which are feasible measure-
ments from the I-V characteristics. Additionally, it is possible
to obtain the set of values from the solar cell’s datasheet [11].
This Section details the process to construct the model.

FIGURE 1. I-V characteristic curves corresponding to three irradiation and
two temperature levels, where blue and red curves belong to 7; and 7,
respectively.

Fig. 1 shows the solar cell’s current-voltage (I-V) char-
acteristic curves, corresponding to three irradiation and two
temperature levels. Taking Ipy, Vpy as the solar cell current
and voltage, the curves have a nonlinear relationship. How-
ever, it is possible to distinguish two regions of operation.
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For Vpy > Vi, Ipy has an approximately linear dependence
on Vpy. This region of operation is well described by a con-
stant and negative Gy;,. In fact, the following analysis shows
that the saturation conductance depends mostly on irradiance
in a nonlinear relationship. The saturation region corresponds
to Vpy < Viu, where Ipy is approximately constant and
independent of Vpy . Therefore, the conductance Gy, in this
region will be considered zero.

The family curves have three important parameters: the
short circuit current I, with Vpy = 0, open circuit voltage
Voe with Ipy = 0 and the saturation voltage Vi, limiting the
two regions of operation. The proposed model in this work
requires the I-V characteristic for three irradiation and two
temperature levels.

Let three irradiation levels in Fig. 1 tobe L1 < Ly < L3,
two temperature levels 71 < 7> and 1, as a current probe
associated to a quarter of the minimum open circuit voltage,
ie., V, = Voe(min)/4. Fig. 1 highlights with black dots the
short circuit current /., open circuit voltage V,. and current
probe I,. The measurements associated with any irradiation
and temperature compose the three matrices:

[Ty Liepy  Iser,3)

Toiy = se(1, sc(l, , 1
OO = Leany ey L) ()
[ Voey  Voe1,2)  Voc(1,3)

Voot = | voob : : 2
CO =N Vo) Vo) Voe23) )

[Lay Loy ag
Lo = | P r(1, p(13) | 3
PO T Lany boy s )

In eqns. (1)-(3), the (j, k) index isfor Ty < Tp < --- < T
temperature and L1 < Ly < --- < Ly irradiation levels.

It is possible to approximate the solar cell current by
a hyperbolic tangent function, used on a Current Limiter
Matlab-Simulink module. An important property, compared
to the 1-diode model is that this function has a limited
codomain and is monotonous along with the I-V values. This
feature improves convergence in transient simulations. For
the model, the variables depending on irradiation and tem-
perature are the short circuit current, the open circuit voltage
and the conductance in the saturation region. The general
expression for Ipy is:

Ipy = Iy tanh(X1) + |Gyar (Voo — Vpy) )
Xl = KI(VOC - VPV)/Vsat’ (5)

where K; is a coefficient of proportionality defining the linear
region curvature. The model uses the strategies in [17] for the
Lse, Vo, and Gygp equations.

Note that the proposed model is a hyperbolic relationship
between the solar cell’s I-V curve and takes the saturation
conductance from the average slope in the short circuit cur-
rent point. However, the Iy, Gy, Vo nonlinear behavior
is simplified with a linear curve fitting for a small set of
irradiation and temperature cases. The following subsections
describe the procedure to obtain these parameters, to con-
struct the model equation.
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B. SHORT CIRCUIT CURRENT Ig¢

The short circuit current is a feasible measurement in most
solar cell configurations. Figures 2 and 3 show a typical
I, characterization as a function of irradiation and temper-
ature levels. It is possible to describe it with a simple linear
relationship.

@ ~
= T2
g msc(T2)
3 ; L3,Isc2,3)
= : L2,|SC(2,2)5 T4
g : : msc(T1)
£ i La,lsc(1,2); Ls,Iscq1,3)
5 Y T T T )
Y L1 L2 Ls

Irradiation (W/m?)

FIGURE 2. Short circuit current as a function of the irradiation, for two
temperature levels.

o (AmMIW)

Slope of short circuit
current vs irradiation
A 4

T
Y T1 T2
Temperature (°C)

FIGURE 3. Short circuit linearization as a function of temperature. The
slope of short-circuit current, as a function of 7.

Ise = my(T)L, (6)

where L is the irradiation level, T the temperature and m(T)
the slope of I;.(L), a function of T. The term m.(T) has a
physical feature which is possible to describe with:

mye(T) = my, g0y + AT 7

The term Mye(0°C) is the slope at 0°C and Am, is the slope
of my as a function of 7. With the present data in matrix
Lsej ks My (0°C) and Amy, are:

mge(Ty) = (Isc(1,3) - sc(l,l))/(LS —Ly) (8)
mse(T2) = (Ise2,3) — Lse2,1))/ (L3 — L) )
Amge = (mye(T1) — mye(12))/ (T — T2) (10)

msc(OOC) = mye(T1) — AmygT1. (11)

C. OPEN CIRCUIT VOLTAGE V¢

The Figures 4 and 5 show V,. as function of irradiation
and temperature levels. The curves are plotted with informa-
tion from the solar cell’s datasheet. Approximately, the open
circuit voltage has a linear dependence on temperature and
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FIGURE 4. Open circuit voltage at 0°C as a function of the irradiation,
where potential fitting is used.
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FIGURE 5. Open circuit voltage as a function of temperature, for three
irradiation levels.

a nonlinear relationship with irradiation. A curve fitting

approximation is possible in the following form:
Voc = VDC(OOC) (L) + m_ocT (12)

where 71,. is the average slope of V,.(T), VOC(OOC) (L) is a
power function that defines the open circuit voltage at 0°C.
The term Voc(O"C)(L) is approximated by potential fitting,
whose general equation is:

oc(0° )(L) =alL’. (13)

With data of matrix, Vo k), Moc is calculated as:

V. V
o = — Z oc(l, k) 0c(2 b (14)

For v, c(OOC)(L)’ the potential fitting is the following:

Voe(oeC)L1) = Voc(1,1) = MocTh (15)
Voe(0oC )(Lz) = Voc(1,2) — Moc T (16)
Vo ( )(Iﬂ) = oc(l 3) — Mo Ty (17

= Z(log Lillog V,.(o-c) (L)l (18)

n=1

3
= ZlogLn (19)

Zlog e(0C) (L) (20)
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3
Sa = ) _log(Ln)® 1)

n=1
L' =5/3 (22)
Voe(ooC) (L) = 83/3 (23)
b= (38| — 5,83)/(384 — 53) (24)
d = W —bL’ (25)
a =107, (26)

D. SATURATION CONDUCTANCE

The proposed model expresses the saturation conductance
for two temperature and three irradiation levels. Similarly
to (1)—(3), the saturation conductance matrix is:

| Gsarainy Gsar(1,3)
Gmt(”k)_[Gmt(z,l) Gsar2,3) |- @7

Gsar(1,2)
Gsat(2,2)

The matrix Gy ) is therefore defined as:

Gsar(jk) = =HUsc(.ky = IpG.k)/ Voctminy- (28)
Irradiation (W/m?)

@ L1 L2 Ls
et g
50 7 I
= ! H H
% = ~ o ¢ L1Gsaen)

© ~ @ :
§ o Gsye ™~ ~ o 12Gsat22)
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] Gsatow) Gspy @ = ! L3,Gsat(2.3)
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FIGURE 6. Solar cell’s saturation conductance as a function of irradiation.

Fig. 6 shows the G, linearization as a function of irradia-
tion. For any irradiation level, there is a pair of conductance
values (black dots) corresponding to temperatures 77 and 75.
The saturation conductance is a strong function of irradiation,
rather than temperature. Therefore, it is possible to ignore
the G, temperature dependence. For any irradiation level,
the proposed model calculates the average conductance in
saturation (blue dots) at temperatures 77 and 75. The average
conductance for k-th irradiation is:

Gy = (Gsar(1,6) + Gsar2,6))/2, (29)
with k = 1,2,3. The general equation of the saturation
conductance is the following:

Gyar = Gsa;(0W) + mG(Sllt)L7 (30)

where mgsqr) is the slope of Gy (L), and Gsat(OW) is the
saturation conductance when the irradiation is OW/m?. Such
terms are calculated by linear fitting, resulting in the follow-
ing equations:

3 - 3 3 =
32 =1 LnGs) = 21 Ln 21 Gstn)
3 3
3y i L2 — O Ln)?

€1y}

MG(sat) =
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The model is constructed using eqn. (30), (12), (6) in
eqn. (4). It is possible to describe the proposed model in many
hardware description languages. This work uses the VerilogA
behavioral description in Cadence Virtuoso [2]. The data
required by this algorithm are the aforementioned irradiation
and temperature measurements, resulting in the description
of Ise(j k)» Voe(j,k) and Ip(j ). These matrices are uncorrelated
and easily obtained in a single step.

The prospected model is another option when it is not
possible to find the necessary information to consider tem-
perature dependence. It considers the I (L, T), Voo(L, T),
Gsqr(L, T) parameters correcting not only temperature, but
also irradiation dependence on the same equations. This cor-
relation improves the average error as the results in the next
section show.

Gsarow) = (32)

Ill. RESULTS AND ANALYSIS

A. EXPERIMENT AND RESULTS

The prospected model is validated describing three solar
cells: the MX Solar USA MX60-220, Sanyo Electric of
Panasonic Group HIP 186DA3 and Sharp ND-62RU1. The
solar cells are simulated with Spectre in Cadence Virtuoso to
compare with physical data extracted from PV array blocks
in Matlab-Simulink. Figures 7-12 show the comparison of
the proposed model with experimental data as a function of
irradiation and temperature levels.

FIGURE 7. MX Solar USA MX60-220 characteristic curves: Current-voltage
curves, for five irradiation levels, at 25° C.

FIGURE 8. MX Solar USA MX60-220 characteristic curves: Power-voltage
curves, for five temperature levels, for 1 kw/m2.

Based on the procedure described in Section II, the satu-
ration conductance requires the voltage V. The set of val-
ues for this experiment are V, = {7.53V, 14.5V, 2.29V},
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FIGURE 9. Sharp ND-62RU1 characteristic curves: Current-voltage curves,
for five irradiation levels, at 25° C.

FIGURE 10. Sharp ND-62RU1 characteristic curves: Power-voltage curves,
for five temperature levels, for 1 kW/m?2.

FIGURE 11. Sanyo Electric of Panasonic Group HIP-186DA3 characteristic
curves. Current-voltage curves, for five irradiation levels, at 25° C.

FIGURE 12. Sanyo Electric of Panasonic Group HIP-186DA3 characteristic
curves Power-voltage curves, for five temperature levels, for 1 kW/m2.

corresponding to the model for MX Solar, Sanyo and Sharp
respectively. The set of values change according to the solar
cell voltages of operation. The saturation voltage Vy,; and K;
coefficient are key elements to fit curves around the saturation
voltage in I-V curves and maximum power point PV curves
in Fig. 7-12. The saturation voltage was defined as Vg, =
0.7Voc(max) and takes values of Vi, = {26.6V,49V, 8.4V},
for models MX Solar, Sanyo and Sharp respectively. The
coefficient of proportionality is K; = {10, 8.7,7,6.5,5.7},
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for irradiation levels from 200W/m? to lkW/mz, with step
size of 200W/m?.

The numerical results of the model and experimental
data are compared for validation. This is for three different
temperature and three different irradiation levels. The average
error is estimated with the expression [4]:

Xm(l) - Xc(l)
Xn(D)

where X, (i) are the proposed model I-V curve points and
X.(i) the experimental results. Table 1 shows the average
errors between the simulated and the experimental data for
IV curves with each irradiation level. For the MX Solar
model, the maximum average error occurs at 400W/m? and
for Sanyo, is at 200W/m?. For Sharp models, the minimum
errors occur from 800W/m? to 1kW/m?. For the Sanyo and
Sharp models, the absolute error reduces with the increase of
irradiation levels.

1 N

E0 =5

i=1

x 100 (33)

TABLE 1. The average errors of I-V characteristic curves corresponding to
five irradiation levels @ 25°C.

Irradiation ( W/m? )
Model 200 400 600 800 1k
MX Solar | 1.48 1.63 | 1.13 1.58 1.50
Sanyo 2.37 | 2.11 217 | 140 | 1.48
Sharp 247 | 223 | 251 1.57 1.67

TABLE 2. The average errors of power-voltage characteristic curves
corresponding to five temperature levels @ 1 kwW/m?2.

Temperature ( °C)
Model 15 25 35 45 55
MX Solar 1.43 1.40 1.48 1.67 1.84
Sanyo 1.49 1.48 1.38 1.27 1.14
Sharp 1.75 1.57 1.46 1.38 1.36

Table 2 shows the average errors between the proposed
model and the experimental data, for P-V curves at different
temperature levels. For the MX Solar model, the maximum
average error occurs at 55°C, and for Sanyo, this occurs at
15°C. For Sharp solar cells, the average errors decrease as
temperature increases.

These results validate the proposed model with typical
operating conditions. The errors are less than 2.51%, and
the maximum errors locate between the saturation and open
circuit conditions. This is the result of a dependence on the
K; parameter for the saturation voltage curvature. Therefore,
if K, increases, the transition from saturation to the linear
region is more abrupt. K; increases when the irradiation level
decreases in an asymptotic manner. The second cause of
average errors is the saturation voltage approximation since it
exhibits a slight dependence on irradiation and temperature.

The accuracy of the proposed model results from the
equations (6) and (12), for short circuit current and open
circuit voltage respectively. Tables 3 and 4 show the relative

VOLUME 7, 2019



V. R. Gonzalez-Diaz et al.: Behavioral Model for Solar Cells With Transient Irradiation and Temperature Assessment

IEEE Access

percentage errors of such approaches. The relative percentage
error is defined as:

Xmeas — Xmodel

Yoerr = x 100 (34)

Xmeas

TABLE 3. The relative error of the proposed short circuit current equation
as a function of irradiation.

Irradiation ( W/m? )
Model 200 400 600 800 1k
MX Solar | 0.37 | 0.03 | 0.06 | 0.04 | 0.01
Sanyo 1.04 | 0.16 | 0.12 | 0.13 | 0.05
Sharp 0.69 | 0.50 | 038 | 0.26 | 0.14

TABLE 4. The relative error of the proposed open circuit voltage equation
as a function of temperature.

Temperature ( °C )
Model 15 25 35 45 55
MX Solar 0.01 0.01 0.11 0.23 0.25
Sanyo 0.10 0.01 0.10 0.21 0.33
Sharp 0.01 0.11 0.11 0.23 0.24

For the short circuit current equation, with the sole excep-
tion of Sanyo solar cell in 200W/m?, all relative errors are
less than 1.04%. In all cases, the tendency is the reduction of
relative error if irradiation increases. Thus, the data in Table 3
confirms (6), i.e., the short circuit current is directly propor-
tional to the irradiation level, for any constant temperature
level. For the open circuit voltage equation, all relative errors
are less than 0.24%, with the tendency of an increment of
the relative error if temperature increases. Therefore, the data
in Table 4 confirms eqn. (14). There are only a few publica-
tions considering the irradiation and temperature effects with
simple procedures [4] and the presented results are compared
with the most recent solutions. Note that considering the
irradiation changes is not the same procedure of shading
effects. For shading, it is necessary to consider a Photo Voltaic
array configuration with the solar cell model in this work.

B. APPLICATION IN TRANSIENT SIMULATIONS

OF PV HARVESTING SYSTEM

The proposed model is used to perform transient simulations
of a Photo Voltaic energy harvesting system. Fig. 13 shows
the schematic representation having three principal elements:

DC/DC boost converter

FIGURE 13. The configuration of the solar cell model, power sensor,
DC/DC boost converter and MPPT circuit used for transient analysis.
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FIGURE 14. The MPPT circuit architecture.

a power sensor circuit, a DC-DC boost converter and the
Maximum Power Point Tracking system (MPPT). The values
for the DC/DC boost converter and power sensor are: Ry =
22092, L1 = 1.5mH, C; = 220uF and K; = 13.5. The
testbench uses the proposed solar cell model in VerilogA with
the Sanyo Electric of Panasonic Group HIP-186DA3 param-
eters. The MPPT circuit follows the solar cell operation at
its maximum point [21]. It is a hierarchical system consisting
of the entities in Fig. 14. The systems’ discontinuous nature
sets critical conditions for transient simulations. The MPPT
instances are transistor level circuits with a CMOS 65nm
technology. Table 5 summarizes the name, the function and
the number of transistors of each block.

TABLE 5. Description of the used MPPT entities.

Block Function Devices|
Positive  slope detector | Sends V4% to B2, switching 30
(B1) S2 when Vo is rising and
interrupts it in opposite case.
Hold-attenuation  circuit | Holds and attenuates Veqp by a 2
(B2) factor Ko if S3 is open.
Limit falling detector (B3) | Vows = 1 if Vegpr > 30
Vpowk to close switch S3.
Zero power detector (B4) S4 is closed if Vpouwr < 30

Vze'ro-

Integrator (BS) Viiv = 1if Vipe > Vj aftera 21
2045 integration time.

State memory (B6) Vswi1 = 1 if Vg is ris- 42
ing, where Vo = 1 if
(Vaiw OR Vsw3) = 1.

Bias circuit (B7) Generates current and voltage 9

references for blocks B1 to B6.

Fig. 15 shows the transient result for a step irradiation
change from 600 — 300 W/m? in a 400 us time lapse. The
proposed model reaches the maximum power point Pypp,
which is 112.11 W for 600W/m? and 54.35W for 300W/m?.
The maximum power corresponding to 600W/m? is twice
the maximum power corresponding to 300W/m?. The afore-
mentioned is because, if the saturation conductance effect
is ignored, the solar cell power is directly proportional to
the irradiation level. Note that even with this discontinu-
ous irradiation, the model and circuits always converge to
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FIGURE 15. Transient response with a Sanyo Electric of Panasonic Group
HIP-186DA3, with variable irradiation at a constant temperature of 25°C.
a) Solar cell power. b) Solar cell voltage.

the Pypp. The MPPT circuit fulfills its function and keeps
the power ripple oscillation between Pypp and 0.9Pypp for
all conditions with no convergence problems. The maximum
power point voltage is the value corresponding to Pypp,
resulting in 55.17V for 300W/m? and 55.39V for 600W/m?,

temperature levels is 3.54W. As it was for the transient
response with step irradiation, the step temperature varia-
tion does not generate convergence problems. These results
verify the functionality of the model for robust applications.
The maximum power point voltage is 54.21V for 25°C and
52.36V for 35°C; this is an expected result with a 3.53%
of change. In a range of 10°C, the maximum power and
maximum power point voltage do not change significantly
if the temperature level changes and irradiation is constant.

C. COMPARISON WITH RECENT MODELS

Table 6 summarizes the recent solar cell models with the
highlighted features in Section I. The previous models show
a trade-off with linearity and characterization of intrinsic
parameters to adjust to the experimental data. It is possible
to evaluate the performance of several 1-diode based models
compared with the proposed. Not all 1-diode models include
irradiance dependence. The proposed model presents a good
average error and is competitive even if most of the reported
models only present relative and absolute errors. There is
a trade-off between computational budget and quantity of
average error.

TABLE 6. Comparison of the recent solar cell models.

a difference of 220mV. This means that the maximum power Model Method Fi Fea;lzlres 3 Error
point voltage does not change significantly if the irradiation T gat{‘dHL )L{mear gha“‘c- —
. - artial es es not indi-
level changes with constant temperature, as PV curves show. based (I-diode Y cated
This physical behavior is expected and is included in the model)
. [7] PWL (PIN Partially Partially | Yes relative
model with €qn. (12) diode based) error <
0.25%
[8] Nonlinear Yes No Yes absolute
system (1- error
diode model) < 1%
[9] Curve fitting No No Yes absolute
(two diodes) error
< 0.9%
[10] Numerical No Yes Partially not indi-
approximation cated
(1-diode
model)
[18] Continuity Partially No No 1% rela-
(a) equation tive error
‘ ;va __.VSW1 ---Maximum Power Point voltage g::lilcuel:l)e
P Y SN A ARV SN : ‘ [19] Fuzzy system | Yes No No 1% MSE
\>/40 (exponential
% 259G 35°C junction
foPe i current)
° [20] Device level Partially No No not indi-
> JOTTTITTITTI T T I T T I T P T T LT T RTd (1-diode cated
300 350 400 450 500 550 600 650 700 model)
Time (/.LS) [4] Single  diode Yes Yes No average
b model error
(b) < 10%
FIGURE 16. Transient response with a Sanyo Electric of Panasonic Group ;l;l(:'rsk i;r:d'a"o" Yes Yes Yes :::::ge <
HIP-186DA3, with variable temperature and constant irradiation of Temperature 2.51%
600 /m2. a) Solar cell power. b) Solar cell voltage. linearization '

Another test with temperature dependence helps to validate
the convergence model. Figure 16 shows the transient simu-
lation with a temperature sweep from 25 — 35°C in a 400 us
time lapse. The Pypp is 112.11W for 25°C and 108.57W
for 35°C. The power difference between the two previous
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The proposed model considers irradiation and temperature
changes with a simple linearized set of equations. It is pos-
sible to obtain the I, V,c, Ggq; parameters from the man-
ufacturer’s datasheets or this can be obtained with a small
number of measurements. The model presents a balance in the
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desired features with a maximum average error of 2.51%. It is
important to mention that the previous models in VerilogA do
not report transient simulations [20].

The model fits the experimental data with a low average
error, compared with the most recent solutions. The big
difference is the possibility of describing the model in Ver-
ilogA to launch simulations in a full custom circuit design
environment.

IV. CONCLUSION

The results of this work show that it is possible to construct a
behavioral model for solar cells with three important features:
using linear functions, considering irradiation/temperature
effects, and employing explicit model parameters. The [-V
and P-V characteristic curve compared with the model
and the experimental data exhibit an absolute error of less
than 2.51%. The short circuit current is directly proportional
to the irradiation, whose coefficient of proportionality is
determined by temperature. The open circuit voltage has a
linear dependency on temperature, whose rate of change is
always negative and constant. The results validate the lin-
earized equations, requiring minimal measurements for the
proposed model.

The proposed model is appropriate for transient tests
in stringent conditions of irradiation and temperature. The
model fits a variety of circuits, such as power converters
and control stages, in behavioral, schematic or layout level.
The proposed model easily translates into other languages.
In platforms for integrated circuit design, the model offers
the capability of making transition tests, where irradiation and
temperature change.
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