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ABSTRACT Resilient vectorial Boolean functions are desirable for both stream cipher and block cipher,
which are widely used in information security protection. The tradeoffs between resiliency and nonlinearity
have received considerable attention. In this paper, a new method for constructing highly nonlinear resilient
vectorial Boolean functions is presented. It is shown that this method can provide resilient vectorial functions
with the currently best known nonlinearity, which is confirmed using examples.
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I. INTRODUCTION
In information security protection, stream cipher and block
cipher are applied to preserve our information as the use of
big data [3], [4], [11] and cloud-computing [12] technology
becomes widespread. During the design process of stream
cipher and block cipher, vectorial Boolean functions with
resiliency and high nonlinearity are usually employed as its
core nonlinear components.

There have been many research reports [1], [2], [5]–[7],
[9], [14] on constructing resilient vectorial Boolean functions
with high nonlinearity. However, all these constructions gen-
erated (n,m, t) vectorial Boolean functions with nonlinearity
≤ 2n−1 − 2bn/2c until 2014, when Zhang and Pasalic [13]
presented a method for finding a large set of disjoint linear
codes and successfully constructed an (n,m, t) resilient vec-
torial Boolean functions with nonlinearity > 2n−1 − 2bn/2c.
In this paper, two new classes of (n,m, t) resilient vectorial

Boolean functions with nonlinearity > 2n−1 − 2bn/2c are
constructed, where n is even and 2 ≤ m ≤ b n8c. In Con-
struction 1, two sets of disjoint linear codes and one vectorial
Bent function are used to construct resilient vectorial Boolean
functions possessing higher nonlinearity than most previous
works, which is confirmed using two examples. In Construc-
tion 2, more disjoint linear codes and more vectorial Bent
functions are employed, which sacrifices the output number
to raise the nonlinearity.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows:
Section 2 introduced some basic definitions and lemmas
for vectorial Boolean functions. In Section 3, two sets of

[u,m, t + 1] disjoint linear codes and vectorial Bent func-
tions are employed to construct resilient vectorial Boolean
functions with high nonlinearity. Construction 2 uses more
sets of disjoint linear codes and improves the nonlinearity
of the resilient vectorial Boolean functions in Section 4.
Section 5 concludes this paper.

II. PRELIMINARIES
Let Fn2 represent the vector space GF(2)n. An n-variable
Boolean function f (Xn) is a function from Fn2 to F2. Let Bn
denote the set of all n-variable Boolean functions. Generally,
any function f ∈ Bn can be represented by the algebraic
normal form (ANF):

f (Xn) =
∑
u∈Fn2

λu(
n∏
i=1

xuii ).

where λu ∈ F2, u = (u1, · · · , un). The algebraic degree
deg(f ) is the maximal Hamming weight value of u such
that λ = 1. The Walsh spectrum of f (Xn) at point α is
calculated by:

Wf (α) =
∑
Xn∈Fn2

(−1)f (Xn)+α·Xn .

The nonlinearity of f (Xn) is given by

Nf = 2n−1 −
1
2
max
α∈Fn2
|Wf (α)|. (1)
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The Parseval’s equation states that∑
ω∈Fn2

(Wf (ω))2 = 22n. (2)

which implies that Nf ≤ 2n−1 − 2n/2−1. f ∈ Bn
are called Bent functions when Wf (ω)) ∈ {±2n/2};
i.e., Nf = 2n−1 − 2n/2−1.

An (n,m) vectorial Boolean function can be represented
as a mapping F : Fn2 7→ Fm2 , which in turn can be viewed
as a collection of m Boolean functions such that F(Xn) =
(f1(Xn), . . . , fm(Xn)), where f1, . . . , fm ∈ Bn. The nonlinearity
of an (n,m) function F is calculated as

NF = min
c∈Fm∗2

Nfc .

where fc =
∑m

i=1 cifi(Xn). F is called a perfect nonlinear
function if and only if for any c ∈ Fm∗2 , fc =

∑m
i=1 cifi(Xn) is a

Bent function. A perfect nonlinear function exists only when
m ≤ n/2, which is proven in [8]. In this manuscript, perfect
nonlinear functions are employed as a part of our construction
and can be obtained using the following method.
Lemma 1: Let m ≥ 2 be an integer and n = 2k be an even

number with k ≥ m. For Yk ,Xk ∈ Fk2, and i = 1, · · · ,m, let

gi(Yk ,Xk ) = φi(Yk ) · Xk + hi(Yk ),

be an Maiorana-McFarland (MM) function, where hi ∈ Bn.
Then, the (n,m) function G = (g1, g2, · · · , gm) is a perfect
nonlinear function if every nonzero linear combination of φi
is a permutation of Fm2 .
Lemma 2 [10]: An n-variable Boolean function is

t-resilient if and only if.

Wf (α) = 0, for 0 ≤ wt(α) ≤ t, α ∈ Fn2. (3)

An (n,m) function F = (f1, f2, · · · , fm) is called t-resilient
if and only if for any c = (c1, · · · , cm) ∈ Fm∗2 , fc(Xn) =∑m

i=1 cifi(Xn) is a t-resilient function.

III. MAIN CONSTRUCTION
In this section, a class of resilient functions is constructed
using the modified MM construction technique and large
sets of disjoint linear codes. This method can provide
(n,m, t) resilient functions with the currently best known
nonlinearity.
Definition 1 [6]: A set of [u,m] linear codes

C = {C1,C2, . . . ,CN } such that:

Ci ∩ Cj = {0}, 1 ≤ i < j ≤ N . (4)

is called a set of [u,m] disjoint linear codes. Let di be the min-
imum weight of the nonzero code vectors in Ci, 0 ≤ i ≤ N.
C = {C1,C2, . . . ,CN } is also called a set of [u,m,≥ d]
disjoint linear codes, where d = min{d1, d2, . . . , dN }. We use
N (u) to denote the currently known maximal cardinality of a
set of [u,m, d] disjoint linear codes.

Let {C (u)
1 , · · · ,C (u)

N (u)} be a set of [u,m,≥ t + 1]
disjoint linear codes and {θ i,u0 , · · · , θ

i,u
m−1} be a basis of

C (u)
i (1 ≤ i ≤ N (u)). A mapping φ(u)i from F2m to C (u)

i is
defined as:

φ
(u)
i (b0 + b1α + · · · + bm−1αm−1)

= b0θ
i,u
0 + b1θ

i,u
1 + · · · + bm−1θ

i,u
m−1. (5)

where α is a primitive element in F2m . We define a matrix
A(u)i (1 ≤ i ≤ N (u)) as:

A(u)i =


φ
(u)
i (1) φ

(u)
i (α) · · · φ

(u)
i (αm−1)

φ
(u)
i (α) φ

(u)
i (α2) · · · φ

(u)
i (αm)

...
...

. . .
...

φ
(u)
i (α2

m
−2) φ

(u)
i (1) · · · φ

(u)
i (αm−2)

.
Let n be an even integer and n/2 = s + 2k with s ≥ 2m

and k ≥ m, where both m and t are positive. To construct a
t-resilient (n,m) function F , the following inequality has to
be satisfied:

N (n/2)(2m − 1)+ N (s)(2m − 1) ≥ 2n/2. (6)

Construction 1: Let F
n
2
2 = E0 ∪ E1 and E0 ∩ E1 = ∅, h =

|E0| = N ( n2 )(2
m
− 1), and δ = |E1| = 2n/2 − N ( n2 )(2

m
− 1).

Let E0 = {e1, e2, · · · , eh} and T0 = C (n/2)
1

⋃
C (n/2)
2

⋃
· · ·⋃

C (n/2)
N (n/2), We define a bijective mapping from E0 to T0 \ {0}

by ψi(1 ≤ i ≤ m) such that
ψ1(e1) ψ2(e1) · · · ψm(e1)
ψ1(e2) ψ2(e2) · · · ψm(e2)

· · · · · ·
. . . · · ·

ψ1(eh) ψ2(eh) · · · ψm(eh)

 =


A(n/2)1
A(n/2)2
· · ·

A(n/2)N (n/2)


h×m

.

Let E1 = Fn/22 \ E0 = {ε1, ε2, · · · , εδ} with δ = 2n/2 −
N (n/2)(2m − 1). Define

T1 = C (s)
1

⋃
C (s)
2

⋃
· · ·

⋃
C (s)
N (s). (7)

For 1 ≤ i ≤ m, we define an injective mapping from E1 to
T1 \ 0 by ϕi with 1 ≤ i ≤ m, where

ϕ1(ε1) ϕ2(ε1) · · · ϕm(ε1)
ϕ1(ε2) ϕ2(ε2) · · · ϕm(ε2)
...

...
. . .

...

ϕ1(εδ) ϕ2(εδ) · · · ϕm(εδ)

 =
˜
A(s)1
A(s)2
...

A(s)N (s)


δ×m

.

where
˜
A(s)1
A(s)2
...

A(s)N (s)


δ×m

denotes that only δ rows of
A(s)1
A(s)2
...

A(s)N (s)


are used for the adjustment.
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Let Xn = (Xn/2,X ′n/2) ∈ Fn2 and X ′n/2 = (Ys,Z2k ).

Then, Xn/2 ∈ Fn/22 , Ys ∈ Fs2, and Z2k ∈ F2k
2 . Let

G = (g1, g2, · · · , gm) be a perfect nonlinear function as in
Lemma 1. For i = 1, 2, · · · ,m, the ith vector function of F is
defined as

fi(Xn) =

{
ψi(Xn/2) · X ′n/2 if Xn/2 ∈ E0
ϕi(Xn/2) · (Ys ⊕ gi(Z2k )) if Xn/2 ∈ E1.

Theorem 1: If F is constructed as in Construction 1, then
(1) F is an (n,m, t) function, and
(2) NF = 2n−1 − 2n/2−1 − 2n/2−k−1.
Proof: Let ψc = c1ψ1 + · · · + cmψm, where c =

(c1, c2, · · · , cm) ∈ Fm∗2 . Because of the structure ofA(u)i ,ψc is
an injective mapping. Similarly, ϕc = c1ϕ1 + · · · + cmϕm is
also injective. Let α = (α′, α′′) ∈ Fn2 and α′, α′′ ∈ Fn/22 .
Let α′′ = (β, γ ), β ∈ Fs2 and γ ∈ F2k

2 . For any α ∈ Fn2,
we obtain

Wfc (α) =
∑
Xn∈Fn2

(−1)fc(Xn)+α·Xn

= U0 + U1.

where

U0 =
∑

Xn/2∈E0

X ′n/2∈F
n/2
2

(−1)ψc(Xn/2)·X
′

n/2+α
′
·Xn/2+α′′·X ′n/2

=

∑
Xn/2∈E0

(−1)α
′
·Xn/2

∑
X ′n/2∈F

n/2
2

(−1)(ψc(Xn/2)+α
′′)·X ′n/2 .

and

U1 =
∑

Xn/2∈E1

(Ys,Z2k )∈F
n/2
2

(−1)ϕc(Xn/2)·(Ys⊕gc(Z2k ))

·

∑
Xn/2∈E1

(Ys,Z2k )∈F
n/2
2

(−1)α
′
·Xn/2+(β,γ )·(Ys,Z2k )

=

∑
Xn/2∈E1

(−1)α
′
·Xn/2

∑
Ys∈Fs2

(−1)(ϕc(Xn/2)+β)·Ys

∑
Z2k∈F2k2

(−1)ϕc(Xn/2)·gc(Z2k )+γ ·Z2k .

If ψ−1c (α′′) = ∅, then ψc(Xn/2)+ α′′ 6= 0. We have∑
X ′n/2∈F

n/2
2

(−1)(ψc(Xn/2)+α
′′)·X ′n/2 = 0,

which implies that U0 = 0. If ψ−1c (α′′) 6= ∅, then U0 =

2n/2(−1)α
′
·ψ−1c (α′′)

= ±2n/2. Therefore, U0 ∈ {0,±2n/2}.
Note thatG is a perfect nonlinear function, which implies that
gc is a Bent function. We have∑

Z2k∈F2k2

(−1)ϕc(Xn/2)·gc(Z2k )+γ ·Z2k = ±2k .

We have

U1 =

{
0, if ϕ−1c (α′′) = ∅
±2s+k , otherwise.

Hence,

Wfc ∈ {0,±2
n/2,±2s+k ,±(2n/2 + 2s+k ),±(2n/2 − 2s+k )}.

By (1),

Nfc = 2n−1 − 2n/2−1 − 2s+k−1.

Because n/2 = s+ 2k ,

NF = 2n−1 − 2n/2−1 − 2n/2−k−1.

Since ψc(Xn/2) ∈ T0 and ϕc(Xn/2) ∈ T1, we have
wt(ψc(Xn/2)) ≥ t + 1 and wt(ϕc(Xn/2)) ≥ t + 1. When
0 ≤ wt(α) ≤ t , we always have 0 ≤ wt(α′′) ≤ t and
0 ≤ wt(β) ≤ t , which implies that ψc(Xn/2) + α′′ 6= 0 and
ϕc(Xn/2) + β 6= 0. Thus, U0 = U1 = 0; i.e., Wfc (α) = 0.
By Lemma 2, F is a t-resilient function.
Example 1: There are 9357 disjoint [16, 3,≥ 2] linear

codes and 7 disjoint [6, 3,≥ 2] linear codes [13]. Since
9357 · (23−1)+7 · (23−1) ≥ 216, it is possible to construct a
(32, 3, 1) resilient function with nonlinearity 231−215−210.
Remark 1: According to the above theorem, the nonlinear-

ity becomes better when k is reduced. There is a best trade-off
between the nonlinearity and the output number, which will
happen when s = 2k. Example 2 will serve to illustrate this
point.
Example 2: There are 581 disjoint [12, 3,≥ 2] linear

codes and 7 disjoint [6, 3,≥ 2] linear codes [13]. Since
581 · (23−1)+7 · (23−1) ≥ 212, it is possible to construct a
(24, 3, 1) resilient function with nonlinearity 223 − 211 − 28.

IV. IMPROVED VERSION
In Construction 1, two sets of disjoint linear codes are utilized
to construct (n,m, t) multiple output functions, which make
an important contribution to improve the nonlinearity. In the
next construction, to further enhance the nonlinearity of the
construction, more sets of disjoint linear codes will be used,
which may reduce the output number m of the functions.
Construction 2: Let n be an even integer and n/2 = s0 =

s1+ 2k1 = s2+ 2k2 = · · · = sl + 2kl , where s0 > s1 > s2 >
· · · > sl ≤ 2m and kl > kl−1 > · · · > k1 > m, such that the
following two inequalities hold:

l−1∑
i=0

N (si)(2m − 1) < 2n/2, (8)
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and
l∑
i=0

N (si)(2m − 1) ≥ 2n/2. (9)

Let Fn/22 = E0
⋃
E1

⋃
· · ·

⋃
El and Ei ∩ Ej = ∅ for any

0 ≤ i < j ≤ l. For 0 ≤ i ≤ l − 1, Ei = {τ1,i, τ2,i, · · · , τhi,i},
where hi = N (si)(2m − 1).
Define Ti = C (si)

1
⋃
C (si)
2

⋃
· · ·C (si)

N (si)
, where C (si)

1 ,C (si)
2 ,

· · · ,C (si)
N (si)

is a set of [si,m,≥ t + 1] disjoint linear codes.
For 0 ≤ i ≤ l − 1 and 1 ≤ j ≤ m, let ζj,i be an injective
mapping from Ei to Ti \ {0}. Then,
ζ1,i(τ1,i) ζ2,i(τ1,i) · · · ζm,i(τ1,i)
ζ1,i(τ2,i) ζ2,i(τ2,i) · · · ζm,i(τ2,i)

...
...

. . .
...

ζ1,i(τhi,i) ζ2,i(τhi,i) · · · ζm,i(τhi,i)

=

A(si)1

A(si)2
...

A(si)N (si)


hi×m

Let El = Fn/22 \
⋃l−1

i=0 Ei = {ρ1, ρ2, · · · , ρδ′} and δ
′
= 2n/2−

l−1∑
i=0

N (si)(2m − 1), and define Tl = C (sl )
1

⋃
C (sl )
2

⋃
· · ·C (sl )

N (sl )

An injective mapping ζj,l(1 ≤ j ≤ m) from El to Tl \ {0}
can be shown as ζ1,l(ρ1) ζ2,l(ρ1) · · · ζm,l(ρ1)
ζ1,l(ρ2) ζ2,l(ρ2) · · · ζm,l(ρ2)
...

...
. . .

...
ζ1,l(ρ′δ) ζ2,l(ρ′δ) · · · ζm,l(ρ′δ)

 =
˜
A(sl )1
A(sl )2
...

A(sl )N (sl )


δ′×m

Let Xn = (Xn/2,X ′n/2) ∈ Fn2, where X
′

n/2 = (Ysi ,Z2ki )
and 1 ≤ i ≤ l. Similarly, for 1 ≤ j ≤ l, let Gj =
(g1,j, g2,j, · · · , gm,j) be a perfect nonlinear function as in
Lemma 1. For i = 1, 2, · · · ,m, the ith vector function of F is
defined as:

fi(Xn) =


ζ0,i(Xn/2) · X ′n/2 if Xn/2 ∈ E0
ζj,i(Xn/2) · (Ysj ⊕ gi,j(Z2kj )) if Xn/2 ∈ Ej

and 1 ≤ j ≤ l − 1
ζl,i(Xn/2) · (Ysl ⊕ gi,l(Z2kl )) if Xn/2 ∈ El

The results below can be easily deduced using exactly the
same techniques as in the proof of Theorem 1.
Theorem 2: If F is the function in Construction 2, then
(1) F is an (n,m, t) resilient function, and

(2) NF = 2n−1 − 2n/2−1 −
l∑
i=1

2n/2−ki−1.

Example 3: By the theorem above and the table, there
are 69848 disjoint [20, 4,≥ 3] linear codes, 54 disjoint
[10, 4,≥ 3] linear codes and 8 disjoint [8, 4,≥ 3] linear
codes. Since 69848·(24−1)+54·(24−1)+8·(24−1) ≥ 220,
it is possible to construct a (40, 4, 2) resilient function with
nonlinearity 239 − 219 − 214 − 213.

V. CONCLUDING REMARK
Vectorial Boolean functions satisfying various criteria simul-
taneously can resist against various attacks. Generally,

the important criteria on vectorial Boolean functions are
considered: the resiliency(to withstand the fast correlation
attack), high nonlinearity(to resist the best affine approxi-
mation), high algebraic degree(to withstand the Berlekamp-
Massey attack), high algebraic immunity (to resist algebraic
attacks).

The resiliency and nonlinearity is two important criteria
which could not be satisfied simultaneously. Based on the
method presented in Zhang and Pasalics paper, the con-
structed functions possess the controlled resiliency. At the
same time, perfect nonlinear functions are introduced to
improve the constructed functions nonlinearity. Then the
constructed functions possess the higher nonlinearity than
the constructions in Zhang and Pasalics paper. In other
words, the constructions achieve a good tradeoff between the
resiliency and nonlinearity.

The algebraic immunity is another important criteria dur-
ing the constructions of vectorial Boolean functions. But we
find that it is extremely difficult to consider the algebraic
immunity of the constructed functions, even though we work
very hard and give our best effort. There are two reasons
why the algebraic immunity could not be researched. First,
the algebraic structure of the constructed functions is so com-
plicated that the algebraic immunity could not be analyzed
by algebraic method; Second, the functions are the mapping
from Fn2 to Fm2 where n ≥ m and 2 ≤ m ≤ b n8c, then the
constructed functions variable n ≥ 16. This means that the
algebraic immunity could not be calculated with computa-
tional resources.

In this manuscript, two constructions for obtaining resilient
functions with high nonlinearity are presented. It is very
difficult to construct an (n,m, t) resilient function with non-
linearity> 2n−1−2n/2 (n even) whenm ≥ n/4. This problem
is left for future work.
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