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ABSTRACT In real-world applications, face recognition, and person re-identification are subject to
image degradations such as motion blur, atmospheric turbulence, or upsampling artifacts—which are
known to lower performance. This work directly addresses challenges in low-quality scenarios with
1) practical, novel updates to training and inference, which improve robustness to realistic distortions in
face recognition and person re-identification and 2) new datasets for long-distance recognition. We propose
a method that progressively learns from images prone to soft and strong distortions caused mainly by
atmospheric turbulence. The method has a novel distortion loss to improve robustness, which is empirically
shown to be highly effective in low-quality scenarios. Two further strategies are proposed to integrate
distortion augmentation while also retaining the highest performance in high-quality scenarios. First,
during training, an adaptive weighting schedule, which leverages the construction of different levels of
distortion augmentation, is used to train the model in an easy-to-hard manner. The second, at inference,
is a magnitude-weighted fusion of features from the parallel models used to retain the highest robustness
across both high-quality and low-quality imagery. Different from prior work, our model does not leverage
any image restoration or style transfer technique, and we are the first to employ explicit distortion
weighting during training and evaluation. Our model achieves the best performances compared to prior
works on face recognition and person re-identification benchmarks, including IARPA Janus Benchmark-S
(IJB-S), TinyFace, DeepChange, Multi-Scene Multi-Time 2017 (MSMT17), and our novel long-distance
datasets.

INDEX TERMS Biometrics, face recognition, computer vision, person re-ID, deep learning.

I. INTRODUCTION
Humans can recognize faces or objects before and after
considerable distortions. Consider Dali’s renowned works
Persistence of Memory and Lincoln in Dalivision shown in
part I of Figure 1 where the reader will have no trouble
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recognizing multiple clocks or Lincoln, despite the distorted
presentation. Comparatively, neural networks are brittle when
presented with even mildly distorted images. Within the
field of biometrics, the tasks of face recognition and person
re-identification can be subject to distortions at inference
time, such as atmospheric turbulence, motion blur, and
artifacts from upsampling. Such distortions are common
in security-sensitive settings such as energy infrastructure
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FIGURE 1. To overcome realistic distortions encountered by biometric
models operating in unconstrained scenarios, we propose II.a) a novel
training procedure for distortion robust models and II.b)
magnitude-weighted feature-fusion from high- and low-quality training
domains. To supplement evaluations on realistic distortions, III) we
collect and provide an IRB-approved academic-use dataset at a range of
750+ meters.

security, surveillance systems, or counter-terrorism [27].
Thus, there is a significant social need for models that are
robust in these conditions.

This work proposes practical, novel updates to training
and inference to improve model performance in challenging
test-time scenarios. Additionally, to aid evaluation in such
scenarios, we collect and provide an IRB (Institutional
Review Board)-approved long-distance recognition dataset
from over 750+ meters. To demonstrate the generality of the
proposed method, we perform experiments with benchmarks
for both face recognition and person re-identification. Long-
distance data is also collected for both face recognition and
person re-identification.

The first contribution of this work is training with a mix
of clean (without distortions) images and novel atmospheric
distortion augmentations, which combines realistic spatial
distortion and blur. While prior work [33] has used aug-
mentations such as cropping and downsampling for face
recognition, our augmentation contains a more complex
transformation that is more closely matched to scenarios with
motion blur, atmospheric turbulence, and even upsampling
artifacts (see results on the TinyFace dataset in Table 4).
Thus, by introducing our augmentation in training, the
test-time domain shift is decreased in challenging scenarios
as we improve invariance to distortions, see Fig. 8. This is
especially true in the case of face recognition as the training
data [92] is scraped from the web and is predominated by
high-quality portrait images. By carefully tuning the strength
of the distortion augmentation, DALIFace significantly
improves performance on low-quality benchmarks such as
IJB-S [32] and TinyFace [8]. Thus, an insight of this work
is that carefully tuned augmentations are under-utilized
in unconstrained scenarios. While our augmentation alone
achieves the best performances compared to prior works on
low-quality benchmarks, further adaptations discussed below
allow us to achieve high performance on standard-quality
datasets such as IJB-C [50]. Our augmentation is performed
by leveraging the atmospheric turbulence image simulator

proposed in [49]. It is important to note that the authors of the
simulator proposed an algorithm to generate simulated data
under different levels of atmospheric turbulence, however
they have not employed it as augmentation in any model
training. Conversely, we use the simulated atmospheric
turbulence data for training our new architecture.

To integrate the augmentation during training, we propose
an adaptive weighting mechanism that trains the model in
an easy-to-hard manner. Each sample in every batch is
reweighted as a function of the training iteration number
and the strength of the augmentation. The augmentation’s
strength (meaning severity) on any given image is sampled
from an empirically tuned distribution. In early training
iterations, images with higher distortion are assigned lower
weighting, and images with no distortion are assigned the
greatest weighting. The weighting of distorted samples
is increased throughout training such that by the end of
training, all samples have equal weighting. The proposed
weighting strategy is highly effective in combination with our
distortion augmentation, as shown in Section V. We refer to
a backbone trained with the distortion augmentation and the
adaptive-weighting schedule as a distortion-adaptive model.
For person re-identification, we additionally propose to use
multiple class centers and class proxies that allow the model
to better adapt to training distortions. The corresponding
proxy loss (see Section III-C) also follows the adaptive-
weighting schedule.

To further improve robustness at inference, two backbones
are run in parallel: a distortion-adaptive backbone and a
standard (or ‘clean’) backbone. The final distance between
samples for open-set evaluations is calculated with a
magnitude-weighted combination of feature distances from
each backbone, respectively. Feature magnitude is used since
it reflects the response of the learned features at the final layer,
which is known to be correlated with sample quality [13],
[33], [51]. Maybe surprisingly, this fusion approach is more
robust than more complicated learned fusions such as an
attention layer or full transformer encoder. Relative to a
single distortion-adaptive backbone, the parallel backbone
fusion improves performance on face recognition at low
false-positive thresholds (e.g., IJB-C TAR@FAR=1e-4) and
on all person re-identification benchmarks. The final result is
a method that is highly robust across evaluation scenarios for
both face recognition and person re-identification.We refer to
the entirety of our proposed strategy as DaliID: Distortion-
Adaptive Learned Invariance for Identification. The effec-
tiveness of DaliID is demonstrated empirically, showing it
achieves the best performance compared to prior works on
seven publicly available benchmarks: IJB-S, IJB-C, Tiny-
Face, CFP-FP, Market1501, MSMT17, and DeepChange.

The final contribution of this work is the recapture of face
recognition data over long distances with high-end imaging
equipment and displays. At 750+ meters, our proposed
datasets have the longest range of any academic-use dataset
available. The collection process and hardware specifications
are discussed in detail in Section IV-A. In Section V, prior
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works are compared on our proposed evaluation datasets. The
datasets will be made available for academic use.

In summary, the contribution of this work includes:
• Propose a novel distortion-adaptive training strategy
in which we leverage the construction of distortion
augmentation for an easy-to-hard weighting scheme
with our novel distortion loss function to achieve
improved distortion invariance, see Figure 8.

• Show our distortion-adaptive training is better than sim-
ply training with added atmospheric distorted images.

• Design a novel weighted combination strategy based on
the feature magnitudes from both backbones from the
training phase, allowing us to exploit complementary
knowledge and reach the best performances compared
to prior works across evaluation scenarios.

• Provide identification datasets through long-distance
(750+ meters) to provide an assessment of the impact
of significant atmospheric turbulence.

II. RELATED WORK
The problems of face recognition and person re-identification
have been extensively studied. Most related to this paper
are works that have studied low-quality conditions. For face
recognition, Probabilistic Face Embeddings (PFE) [59] pro-
poses representing faces with a Gaussian distribution in latent
space to account for uncertainty. Data Uncertainty Learning
(DUL) [3] builds on PFE by learning themean and variance of
the Gaussian distribution during training. URFace [60] uses
data synthesis and a confidence-aware loss to learn universal
representations. Several quality-aware face recognition loss
functions have also been proposed. CurriculumFace [25]
changes the margin of the loss throughout training, and the
MagFace [51] and AdaFace [33] losses use adaptive margins
that are a function of feature magnitude, which is a proxy
for quality. Controllable Face Synthesis Model (CFSM) [45]
is a method that learns the style of a test environment
and uses a latent style model to modify training samples.
CAFace is a clustering-based method for multi-frame face
recognition [34]. In [56], the effects of atmospheric turbu-
lence on face recognition are studied, where atmospheric
distortions are found to significantly affect face recognition
performance. Other works have developed upstream image
restoration for atmospheric turbulence [39], [77], [78]. Image
restoration methods focus on image-based metrics, such as
PNSR, not recognition.

For person re-identification (PReID), CBDB-Net [64]
proposes the Batch DropBlock to encourage the model to
focus on complementary parts of the input image. CDNet [41]
improves architecture search for PReID. FIDI [76] proposes
a novel loss function to give different penalizations based
on distances between images to encourage fine-grained
feature learning. To deal with clothes-changing, Clothes-
based Adversarial Loss(CAL) [17] regularizes the model
learning with respect to the clothes labels to learn clothes-
invariant features. There are many other prior works that
leverage attention models [4], [6], [14], [15], [22], [24],

[44], [55], [69], [79], [83], [84], [85], [89], neighborhood-
based analysis [69], auxiliary data [20], [28], segmentation-
based [31], semantics-based [30], [61], and part-based
learning [61], [63], [67], [68], [73], [79], [84], [86], [90], [91].
To directly deal with different resolutions and points of view,
some works leverage the camera information associated with
each identity [93], super-resolution strategies [7], [29], and
attention and multi-level mechanisms for cross-resolution
feature alignment [54], [81]. There is insufficient space
to compare orthogonally to all combinations of described
methods above for PReID. We limit our scope comparison to
the global feature representation learning model as described
in the taxonomy of the recent survey from Ye et al. [79],
in which we just perform global pooling operations over
the last feature map of a CNN without further mechanisms.
The core contributions of this paper are focused on learning
distortion-invariant feature spaces and a methodology for
dealing with distortion, which is demonstrated to be appli-
cable to both face recognition and person re-identification.
Future work should look at combining techniques such as
image restoration, super-resolution, part-based mechanisms,
or multi-frame aggregation with the improved feature spaces
developed herein.

III. APPROACH
We propose DaliID for learning models robust to realis-
tic test-time distortions such as motion blur, upsampling
artifacts, and atmospheric turbulence. We use strong levels
of distortion augmentation (Section III-A), which serves
the purpose of supervising the model to learn a feature
space that is invariant to distortions that have been shown
to considerably degrade model performance [56], [77].
To allow the model to adapt to strong levels of augmentation,
we propose an adaptive-weighting distortion-aware strategy
(Section III-C) where we dynamically change the weights
of different distortion levels throughout training. To get
the highest performance across the range of evaluation
scenarios, we train two models in parallel: one with clean
images and the other with clean and distorted images
(Section III-D). Then we perform a weighted combination of
the feature spaces from both models based on the magnitude
of the feature vectors from each, which yields the highest
performance. DaliID methodology is designed for general
identification scenarios such as face recognition and person
re-identification tasks. Figure 2 shows an overview of the
approach.

A. DISTORTION AUGMENTATIONS
Image augmentations allow better generalization by adding
variance to training data. A vast space of augmentations
can be performed on an image; many have been successful
for computer vision tasks. However, there is a bias-variance
trade-off. In this work, we leverage a new augmentation for
face recognition and person re-identification training based
on atmospheric turbulence to generate the different distortion
levels for the images. Atmospheric turbulence contains
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FIGURE 2. An overview of the DaliID pipeline for face recognition (DaliFace) and person re-identification (DaliReID). Steps 1, 2,
and 3 are performed for training without distorted images, while steps 3, 4, 5, and 6 are distortion-adaptive training. In Step 4,
we create a batch of clean and distorted images; then a dynamically varied weight is assigned as a function of the distortion level
(DL) (Step 5). Then we extract the features and optimize the distortion loss (Ldistortion). Step 7 is applied just for DaliReID training
due to the high intra-class variation to sample count ratio faced in the whole-body recognition task. On evaluation, both clean and
distortion-adaptive backbone decisions are weighted and combined based on the magnitudes of the query and gallery feature
vectors to obtain the final decision (distance) for retrieval.

random temporally and spatially variable distortions, which
are absent in Gaussian blur or down-sampling augmentations.
Atmospheric turbulence simulation code [49] is used to
implement the augmentation, which generates physically
realistic distortions. It is important to note that the author
of [49] proposed an algorithm to generate simulated data
under different levels of atmospheric turbulence, however
they have not employed it on any training or evaluation. Con-
versely, we propose to use the simulated atmospheric turbu-
lence data for training in order to achieve distortion-invariant
feature representation, which has not been done before by
any prior work. Our approach of simulated distortions is
of practical interest because it is not tractable to collect
real labeled data through atmospherics at a scale suitable
for training deep learning models. Experimentally, we find
training with our distortion augmentation yields the best
performances compared to prior works on long-distance and
low-resolution test sets. Distortion levels used herein are
based on different atmospheric turbulence conditions to train
our models. Since our base model is AdaFace [33] for face
recognition, we provide a brief background about it in the
next section.

B. BACKGROUND OF FACE RECOGNITION WITH
ADAPTIVE MARGIN
For face recognition, the AdaFace [33] loss is used, which
uses an adaptive margin as a function of the feature norm.
The adaptive margin includes both an angular margin gangle
and an additive margin gadd calculated as

gangle = −m · |̂|xi||, gadd = m · |̂|xi|| + m, (1)

where |̂|xi|| is the feature magnitude after normalizing the
magnitudes with batch statistics. m is a margin hyperparam-

eter. The penalty for each sample can be represented with the
piece-wise function f :

f (θj,m) =

{
s cos(θj + gangle) − gadd j = yi
s cos θj j ̸= yi,

(2)

where θj is the angle between the feature vector from the
backbone proxy class-center of the jth class. Scalar s is a
hyperparameter, and yi is the ground-truth. The final AdaFace
loss Ladaface is then calculated as follows:

Ladaface = −
1
N

N∑
i=1

log
ef (θj,m))

ef (θj,m)) +
∑

j̸=yi e
f (θj,m)

. (3)

The loss function 3 is closer to zero when the logarithmic
argument gets closer to 1. Since the numerator is also present
in the denominator, just the term

∑
j̸=yi e

f (θj,m) needs to be
zero. More specifically, θj is the angle between the feature
vector of the input image and the proxy of the jth class,
as explained in the last paragraph. Then the mentioned
summation will be zero when f (θj,m) assumes the lowest
possible value, which means that the feature vector will be
encouraged to be the farthest possible from all class proxies
except its own class proxy. It turns out that, after optimization,
the feature vector will be close to its own class proxy and
farther away from the other class proxies, consequently
f (θj,m)) with j ̸= yi will be lower, and the summation∑

j̸=yi e
f (θj,m) will be closer to zero, turning Equation 3

also closer to zero. In summary, Equation 3 encourages an
input image feature vector to be close to its own proxy
class and apart from the other proxy classes, encouraging
the class’s separability and increasing model discrimination
ability.
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C. ADAPTIVE WEIGHTING
Different levels of distortion compress different degrees
of difficulty during training. Randomly sampling images
from different distortion levels can result in sub-optimal
performance since higher distortion levels (i.e., lower-quality
samples) dominate the gradient during training. In other
words, the mere use of atmospheric turbulence data as an
augmentation might deteriorate the performance in standard
(high-quality) datasets and cross-quality datasets (Table 9).
Therefore, a strategy needs to be designed to effectively
employ the distorted data based on simulated atmospheric
turbulence. In counterpart, hard-training mining strategies
have shown promising performance in PReID models [21],
[58] and face recognition [25]. In this context, we propose
an easy-to-hard training regime in which we start by
assigning higher weights for lower levels of distortion and
lower weights for higher levels of distortion. Different than
prior works, we directly leverage the construction of the
augmentation to assign weights. Weighting the loss as a
function of the distortion level allows the model to focus
on easier examples (by giving them higher weights). By
lowering the weighting of high-distortion samples, the model
becomes distortion-aware without allowing them to dominate
the loss in early epochs. As the training progresses, the
weights for all distortion levels increase according to a cosine
schedule. Step 5 of Figure 2 illustrates the weighting for each
distortion level and is formally described below.

The distortion-aware training considers a batch of images
B = {X i}Nbi=1 that is composed by a mix of clean
(without distortions) imagesX icl and distorted imagesX idl with
distortion levels randomly sampled from five possible values
(dl ∈ {1, 2, 3, 4, 5}), where Nb is the batch size. A higher
dl value indicates a stronger distortion. We keep the same
number of clean and distorted images in the batch. Then
features f it , with t ∈ {cl, dl} are extracted from the backbone
(θda). During the loss calculation, the respective weight wit
is assigned to each image according to the cosine weighting
schedule. These steps are shown in Steps 4, 5, and 6 in
Figure 2. For the same distortion level, the weights increase
along the training following a cosine schedule (Step 5). After
that, the centers are obtained for each class (Step 3), and if
we are performing PReID training, we also take the classes’
proxies in Step 7. The distortion loss is calculated as follows:

Lce(f , q,P) = −log
ecos((ωfq+m1)/τ )+m2

ecos((ωfq+m1)/τ )+m2 +
∑

p∈P,p̸=q
e(cosωfp)/τ

(4)

Ldistortion =
1
W

Nb∑
i=1

∑
t∈{cl,dl}

witLce(f it , p+,P), (5)

where p+ is the positive class-center (i.e., proxy), P is the set
of all class-centers, ωfq is the angle between vectors f and q
(same definition for ωfp), and W =

∑|B|

i=1
∑

t∈{cl,dl} w
i
t . For

hyperparameters, τ is temperature,m1 is angular margin, and

m2 is the additive margin. For face recognition τ = 1 and
m1,m2 are adaptive as proposed in AdaFace [33]. For person
re-identification, m1,m2 = 0 and τ = 0.05. We highlight
that, different from the previous margin-based loss function
(Eq. 2), we do not employ the hyperparameter s relying just
on the margin and temperature parameters.

1) THE CLASS PROXIES FOR PREID
In this subsection, we present how we calculate the class
proxies for PReID. To better adapt to distortions, we extend
the use of multiples proxies [71] to the supervised case. This
is necessary due to limited training samples and high intra-
class variance [67], [79], which occurs since the whole-body
images are captured from different cameras resulting in views
of the same person in different poses, illumination conditions,
backgrounds, occlusions, and resolutions. Step 7 of Figure 2
shows the multiple proxies with the circles with dark outlines.

Without loss of generality, consider a class C =

{c1, . . . , cNC } in the dataset with NC examples. To calculate
the proxies set, we start by randomly selecting a sample
ci ∈ C (1 ≤ i ≤ NC ) to be the first proxy, and we calculate
the distance between ci and each element in C and store these
distances in a cumulative vector VC ∈ RNC . We call the first
proxy p1C = ci. To calculate the second proxy, we consider
the element with the furthest distance to the first proxy (the
sample with maximum distance value in VC ). Formally:

p2C := argmaxVC . (6)

After that, we calculate the distance of p2C to all samples in
C to obtain the distance vectorD(p2C ) ∈ RNC . Then we update
VC considering its current values (the distances of the class
samples to the first proxy) andD(p2C ) (the distance of the class
samples to the second proxy) following the formulation:

VC := min(VC ,D(p2C )), (7)

where min(., .) is the element-wise minimum operation
between two vectors. More specifically, the jth position of
VC will hold the minimum distance of the sample cj ∈ C
considering the first and second proxies. So the jth position
holds the distance of cj to the closest proxy, and the maximum
value in VC is from the farthest sample from both proxies.
We consider this sample as the next proxy p3C . To obtain
p3C , we apply again Eq. 6 but considering the updated VC
calculated from Eq. 7, and repeat the whole process again
for the new proxy. We write both equations in their general
formats:

ptC := argmaxV t−1
C (8)

V t
C := min(V t−1

C ,D(ptC )). (9)

As explained before, we initialize V 1
C := D(p1C ) where

p1C has been randomly selected from C to be the first proxy.
We keep alternating between Eq. 8 and 9 until t = 5 to get five
proxies per class. During training, for sample Xi ∈ B (where
B is the batch), we call Pi by the proxies set of its class and Ni
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by the set of the top-50 closest negative proxies and use them
to calculate Lproxy in Eq. 10.

Lproxy =
1
W

Nb∑
i=1

∑
t∈{cl,dl}

wit
1

|Pi|

∑
q∈Pi

Lce(f it , q,Pi ∪ Ni).

(10)

After that, Lproxy loss is added in Eq. 5, obtaining the final
loss function in Eq. 11 for PReID:

Ldistortion =
1
W

Nb∑
i=1

∑
t∈{cl,dl}

witLce(f it , p+,P) + λLproxy,

(11)

where λ controls the contribution of Lproxy to the final loss.
Ldistortion is applied for both distortion-adaptive and clean
backbones training. To train the clean backbone, we have
wi = 1 for all samples because no distortion augmentations
are applied. The class proxy calculation is used just for person
re-identification training.

To train the clean and distortion models, we employ the
Adam [37] optimizer with weight decay of 5 · 10−4 and
initial learning rate of 3.5 · 10−4. We train both models
for 250 epochs and divide the learning rate by 10 every
100 epochs. As explained, the number of proxies per class
is fixed in 5 (i.e., ∀i|Pi| = 5) for all datasets. To create
the batch to optimize the clean model, we adopt a similar
approach to the PK batch strategy [21] in which we randomly
choose P identities and, for each identity, K clean images
(without distortion). To train the distortion model, we sample
K clean images and K distorted images randomly sampled
from five different levels of distortion strength.We also apply
random crop, random horizontal flipping, random erasing,
and random changes in brightness, contrast, and saturation
as data augmentation.

To improve the performance, we adopt the Mean-
Teacher [65] to self-ensemble the weights of the back-
bones along the training. Considering both clean and
distortion-adaptive backbones with parameters θcl and θda
(which are initialized with weights pre-trained on Imagenet),
respectively, we keep another backbone for each one with
parameters 2cl and 2da with the same architecture to
self-ensemble their weights along training through the
following formula:

2t+1
s := β2t

s + (1 − β)θ ts , (12)

where s ∈ {cl, da}, β is a hyper-parameter to control the
inertia of the weights, and t is the instant of time. We set β =

0.999 for all models following prior person re-identification
works [16], [80]. We use the backbones 2cl and 2da for the
final evaluation.

D. CROSS-DOMAIN FUSION
The distortion-adaptive backbone improves performance on
face recognition benchmarks and for person re-identification

but not on all high-quality scenarios for face recognition at
low false-positive thresholds. In practice, we do not know the
test-time distortion level; thus, a good model should be robust
across all scenarios. Inspired by recent studies in magnitude-
based training [33] and the effects of atmospheric turbulence
in face recognition [56], we propose to employ the feature
magnitude also on evaluation to combine knowledge from
different backbones. More specifically, we train a backbone
without distortion augmentations, denoted θcl (which we
called ‘‘clean model’’), in parallel to the distortion-adaptive
backbone, denoted by θda. To leverage knowledge from both
backbones, we applymagnitude-weighted fusion between the
backbones as shown in Figure 2. We call this cross-domain
fusion since the backbones were trained on different training
distributions. The main rationale is that since we do not know
the distortion level of images in testing scenarios, we can
use the magnitude of the feature vectors generated by each
backbone as a proxy for it. In other words, the stronger
the distortion the lower the magnitude of the output feature
vector from the clean model (since it has not been trained
with distorted data), and the higher the magnitude of the
output feature vector from the distortion-adaptive backbone.
Then we use the magnitude of the feature vectors to weigh
the decision from each backbone. The advantage of this
approach is evident in Table 9. At inference, for a query and
gallery image pair, we extract both feature vectors qcl =

θcl(Xq) and gcl = θcl(Xg) considering the clean model with
parameters θcl, and the feature vectors qda = θda(Xq) and
gda = θda(Xg) considering the distortion-adaptive model
with parameters θda. For person re-identification we use the
respective self-ensembled weights 2cl and 2da calculated
in Eq. 12. We calculate the distance between the query
and gallery considering each backbone to obtain distances
D(qcl, gcl) and D(qda, gda), which are weighted combined
considering the maximum feature magnitude for each pair
before L2 normalization as shown in the equation on the
lower half of Figure 2.

IV. DATASETS
Many datasets from two different modalities are used in our
evaluations. Table 1 is provided as a reference for the different
characteristics of the datasets, and well-known datasets are
only briefly described. Figure 6 shows samples from the LD
datasets and Figure 7 shows samples from the government-
use long-range-dataset.

A. LONG DISTANCE RECAPTURE DATA
As discussed in Section I, long-range recognition is relevant
in many applications. However, the collection of biometric
data is extremely expensive and time consuming. Currently,
the most related dataset, IJB-S [32], is not available for
common academic use, and an earlier dataset at 100M [18]
was withdrawn from public use. Furthermore, IJB-S is not a
strictly long-range dataset. To overcome the lack of available
long-range data, some prior works have used simulated atmo-
spheric turbulence as a proxy for real data [56], [77], [78].
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TABLE 1. Reference table of datasets. Six well known face datasets are used for direct comparison with prior work. The CFP-LD and LFW-LD datasets are
novel contributions of this work; see Sec.IV-A to support controlled long-distance evaluation. The LRD (Long-Range Dataset) is a government-use dataset.
For CFP-LD and LFW-LD, we use the same evaluation as standard LFW and CFP. For LRD, we use the same metrics as for IJB-S because the dataset has the
same gallery/query format. ‘‘PReID’’ holds for ‘‘person re-identification’’. All other evaluation metrics follow standard practice from prior works. mean
Average Precision (mAP), Rank-1 (R-1), and Rank-5 (R-5) are retrieval metrics.

However, the effectiveness of simulated atmospherics for face
recognition has not been validated because, as mentioned
before, there is no real data for validation.

We recapture datasets through the atmosphere to facilitate
academic research on biometric recognition over long
distances. To perform the capture, we use three 4k outdoor
televisions, a 4k Basler camera, and an 800 mm lens with
a 1.4x adapter. Custom capture and display software are
developed for the collection, and custom mounting hardware
is built for stable capture. The displays are mounted to avoid
direct sunlight on the screens. The camera is directed at the
displays from a structure at a distance of 770 meters, and
videos of the displays are captured at 30 frames per second.
A video of the displays running is provided on the GitHub
site of the data, where considerable atmospheric effects can
be seen. Our collection setup yields significant atmospheric
distortions, which can be noticed between sequential frames.
Figure 3 shows two examples. The data collection process
went through IRB approval and is being distributed for non-
commercial use.

We refer to our recapture datasets as the original dataset
name followed by ‘‘-LD’’ (‘‘the LD datasets’’), where LD
stands for long-distance. The evaluation datasets provided
are LFW-LD and CFP-LD. Twelve recaptured samples are
provided for each image in the original dataset because
atmospheric turbulence is temporally variable. For CFP-LD
and LFW-LD, two protocols are proposed: clean-to-long-
distance (C-to-LD) and long-distance-to-long-distance (LD-
to-LD). C-to-LD uses verification pairs where one image
is standard and thus higher quality. For LD-to-LD, all
samples are recaptured over long distances. The LD datasets
expand the evaluation of our methods in the following
section, where evaluations are made with a single frame
for each image. However, future work should consider
new protocols allowing frame fusion or frame selection
across frames. Previous unconstrained evaluation datasets
(e.g., IJB-S) have been distributed over a terabyte of raw
video, which is burdensome to process. In contrast, the LD
datasets are pre-processed and pre-aligned in the same format

FIGURE 3. Top. Recapture specifications and a raw frame from our
recollection. Lower Left. Two consecutive frames (33.3 ms apart) for two
different identities from LFW-LD. Differences can be observed between
sequential frames, such as around the eyes or face outline. Lower Right.
Distribution of feature distances in degrees between sequential frames of
the same display image from LFW-LD and CFP-LD. Surprisingly, the
distances are not 0 – the effects of atmospherics from frame to frame are
considerable!.

as the original datasets, which streamlines evaluation and
comparison. The final release will include the recapture
of person re-identification datasets, plus a WebFace4M
recapture for training.

The collection setup went through IRB approval, and both
the LFWandCFP dataset licenses allow redistribution. Speci-
fications of imaging equipment and collection conditions are
shown in Table 2. Figure 4 shows the display and Figure 5
shows the camera used for recapture. The LD datasets contain
12 recaptured face chips for each original face as the capture
occurs continuously over time, and atmospheric turbulence
is temporally variable (atmospheric effects are shown in
Figure 6 and at https://youtu.be/cBcik5U7kfM). The nature
of the data allows for research uses such as frame selection,
frame aggregation, distortion robustness, quality prediction,
and direct feature comparisons to the same image with and
without real atmospheric turbulence.
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FIGURE 4. 3 × 75’’ 4k OLED 2,000 nit outdoor displays mounted in
containers for recapture.

FIGURE 5. Lens and camera with custom mounting hardware for
recapture.

To post-process the images, fixed regions from the screens
are cropped, and then RetinaFace [10] face detector is used to
detect landmarks and realign the images. A non-local mean
denoising algorithm is used to reduce noise in the recaptured
images. Figure 6 shows samples from the LD datasets.

V. RESULTS
Our experiments are performed on face recognition and
person re-identification tasks with an emphasis on low-
image-quality scenarios. Common training and evaluation
procedures are followed for each task, respectively. We
start the evaluation of the face recognition models on five
low-image-quality datasets and four standard image-quality
datasets and then on recaptured and real-long distance
data. The low-resolution TinyFace [8] dataset has 2,569
probe identities and 157,871 gallery images. Following
previous work [33], 1:N Rank-1 and Rank-5 are presented
for TinyFace. The IJB-S [32] contains gallery images for
201 identities and over 30 hours of probe video. For IJB-
S, we report the surveillance-to-booking and surveillance-to-
surveillance protocols. Additional details on IJB-S evaluation
can be found in Sec V-B. Our LFW-LD and CFP-LD
datasets (see Section IV-A) are evaluated with 1:1 accuracy.
Representing standard image quality scenarios, we report
on LFW [23], CFP [57], AgeDB [53], and IJB-C [50]
with standard metrics. Among them, we report the True
Acceptance Rate (TAR) at False Acceptance Rate (FAR) in
1% and 10% (TAR@FAR = 1% or 10%). Training is done on
the WebFace4M and WebFace12M datasets [92]. Training is
not performed on MS1Mv* datasets due to redaction.

For person re-identification (PReID), we used two same-
clothes datasets: Market1501 andMSMT17, and one clothes-
changing dataset: DeepChange. For PReID evaluation, fol-
lowing prior work, experiments are run with predefined
train-test splits, and mAP and CMC metrics are reported.
Market1501 [87] has 12,936 images of 751 identities in
the training set. The test set is divided into 3,368 images

TABLE 2. Camera, weather condition, and display settings for the
collection of LFW-LD and CFP-LD.

for the query set and 15,913 images for the gallery set.
MSMT17 [74] is the most challenging same-clothes ReID
dataset. It comprises 32,621 images of 1,401 identities in
the training and validation sets and 93,820 images of 3,060
identities in the test set. DeepChange [75] has lower-quality
images than MSMT17 and Market. It has 75,083 images of
450 identities on the training set. The validation and test sets
are divided into query and gallery sets.

In addition to the previous public data, a non-public
government-owned long-distance identification dataset is
used for added validation. For evaluation, we use a gallery
of 375 subjects with one high-quality image for enrollment.
These are compared with 1,219 probe images captured at
multiple distances up to 500m. Performance on the Real Long
Distance (RLD) provides another comparison under real
atmospheric turbulence and a comparison to our LFW-LD
and CFP-LD.

We also would like to point out that, despite our proposed
real long-range dataset, it is hard to get enough real
atmospheric turbulence data for training, and for this reason
we employ the simulated distortion data during feature
learning. We employ the real one just on evaluation as we
show in Table 4 and Table 5. We argue that the turbulence
effects on images can be diverse; it depends on the location,
temperature, weather, distance to the camera, specs of the
acquisition equipment, and so on, which can be hard to
quantify and qualitatively compare the simulated and real
imaging under all conditions. Besides, visual analysis is
subjective and subjected to the background and context of
the viewer. Even if the simulated data is not exactly the
same as real data, it can effectively be employed as a type of
distortion that, along with the other contributions, encourages
the models to learn distortion-invariant representation and
achieve top-tier performance outperforming prior work in
well-known face recognition and person re-identification
benchmarks as we will show in the next sections.

A. EXPERIMENTAL SETTINGS
Common experimental settings are used for face recognition
and person re-identification, respectively. For face recog-
nition, a ResNet100 [19] is used as the backbone model
with an embedding size of 512. Mixed precision floating
point training [52] is used, and the total batch size is
1,024. Stochastic Gradient Descent (SGD) is used as the
optimizer with polynomial weight decay of 5 · 10−4 and
momentum of 0.9. A base learning rate of 0.1 is used with
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FIGURE 6. Sample images from the LD datasets. It can be seen that our recapture setup yielded
significant atmospheric turbulence effects (also see video at https://youtu.be/cBcik5U7kfM). These
datasets can facilitate research into 1) quality/confidence-aware models, 2) models that are robust to
face-feature distortion, and 3) frame aggregation under atmospheric turbulence (12 frames are
provided per display image).

FIGURE 7. Samples from the gallery set (top row) and query set (bottom two rows) from the
long-range dataset (LRD). Query images are taken at distances between 100-500 meters. All
subjects consented to image use in publication.

a polynomial learning rate scheduler. In addition to distortion
augmentations discussed in Section III-A, a horizontal flip
and crop are used as augmentations.

For fair comparison to the prior person re-identification
work, we adopt the ResNet50 [19] and OSNet [88] as
the model backbone. In ResNet50, following previous
works [48], [54], we change the stride of the last residual
block to 1 to increase the feature map size. Then we insert
a global average pooling and global max pooling layer after
the last feature map and sum their outputs element-wise [54].
After that, we add batch normalization and perform the L2
normalization to project them to the unit hyper-sphere.

B. COMPARISON TO STATE-OF-THE-ART METHODS
1) FACE RECOGNITION
The IJB-S [32] is a surveillance dataset that is distributed as
a set of gallery images for 202 identities and over 30 hours
of query videos. The dataset has 15 million face bounding-
box annotations. To process the data, we follow the following
steps:

1) Extract all 15 million annotated face regions from all
images and videos.

2) Run all extracted regions through MTCNN [82] face
detector. MTCNN detected 7.28M/15M face regions.

3) Use face landmarks from MTCNN for an affine
transformation to fixed positions on 112 × 112 image
— zero-padding is added if necessary.

Evaluation is performed with the surveillance-to-booking
and surveillance-to-surveillance protocols. Surveillance-to-

booking protocols use videos with thousands of frames for
a query and a template of multi-view high-quality gallery
images. Surveillance-to-surveillance uses surveillance video
for both the probe and the gallery. Seven gallery images are
used for each of the 202 identities and 7,287,724 query face
detections are used.

In Table 4, DaliFace is compared to prior works on low-
image-quality benchmarks. In the WebFace4M regime, Dali-
Face improves over the prior state-of-the-art on TinyFace by
1.96% on Rank-1 and 2.55% on Rank-5. On IJB-S, DaliFace
achieves state-of-the-art on six out of eight metrics by an
average of 1.53%. On the long-distance datasets (LFW-LD
and CFP-LD), DaliFace averages 3.04% higher accuracy than
prior work. In the WebFace12M regime, the prior state-of-
the-art is CFSM [45], which uses a latent-style model to learn
the domain of the testing data. In contrast, our work does not
use the testing data but still improves over CFSMon 8/8 IJB-S
metrics and 2/2 TinyFace metrics. DaliFace achieves state-of-
the-art in 12/14 metrics in the WebFace4M regime and 11/14
metrics in the WebFace12M regime. Those results show our
model is able to learn discriminative and distortion-invariant
features from low-quality data and achieve state-of-the-art
performance in most metrics in different face recognition
benchmarks.

Table 3 shows results on high-quality datasets IJB-C, LFW,
AgeDB, and CFP. Despite using significant distortions during
training, our DaliFace methodology achieves comparable or
higher performance on high-quality benchmarks. State-of-
the-art is reached on IJB-C with an accuracy of 97.40% and
on CFP-FP with an accuracy of 97.27%.
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TABLE 3. Performance comparisons between DaliFace and prior works
on relatively high-image-quality scenario benchmarks. Following the
most common protocols, 1:1 verification accuracy is reported for
LFW [23], CFP-FP [57], and AgeDB [53]; and TAR@FAR=1e-4 is reported for
IJB-C [50]. Despite our focus on low-quality scenarios (see Table 4,
Table 5), it can be seen that our models are competitive with or better
than state-of-the-art models on popular high-image-quality benchmarks.
Due to redaction, we do not perform training with MS1Mv1,2,3 datasets.

To show that the improvements hold for actual long-
distance data, we also compared DaliFace to various
algorithms on the Real Long Distance (RLD) dataset, with
the results in Table 5. It can be seen that our algorithm
significantly improves over prior works across metrics on
RLD data. DaliFace achieves TPR@FPR of 63.7% @ 1%;
the next best algorithm is AdaFace at 58.3%.

The above results show our model is able to learn
discriminative and robust features to varied quality data,
as it achieves state-of-the-art performance in low-quality
data scenarios (Table 4), keep the top-tier performance in
standard-quality scenarios (Table 3), and achieve the best
or second-best performance in real long-distance datasets
(Table 5).

2) PERSON RE-IDENTIFICATION
DaliReID is compared with state-of-the-art methods in
PReID for both the same-clothes scenario and the clothes-
changing scenario. We provide the main advances and
limitations from prior PReID works compared to ours in
Table 6. For the same-clothes scenario, results are reported
in Table 7. Our method is orthogonal to the backbone, and
we show results with two backbones used in prior works:
ResNet50 and OSNet [88]. DaliReID achieves the highest
performance on the Market dataset, outperforming FIDI [76]
by 0.8 in mAP, and the second position (along with FIDI)
with R1 = 94.5. In MSMT17, the most challenging PReID
benchmark, we reach the best performance by outperforming
CDNet by a margin of 5.9 and 3.2 in mAP and R1,
respectively, with ResNet50. With OSNet, we achieve the

best performance in both datasets for both metrics. Our
method is able to rank ground-truth gallery images closer
to the query and outperforms prior work in mAP in all
setups. To show our model generalization ability, we trained
DaliReID for DeepChange, in which subjects’ clothes differ
among views. The results in Table 8 show our method also
outperforms the state-of-the-art methods. We outperformed
the recent CAL [17] by 2.9 and 6.8 in mAP and R1,
respectively. Besides the clothes-changing, DeepChange has
more distortions and low-quality data than Market and
MSMT17. We obtain the highest gain on it for R1 and
the second highest gain for mAP (after MSMT17), showing
our method can better improve performance in low-quality
datasets.We do not employ any kind of part-based, alignment,
segmentation mask, or pose variation strategies, in order to
verify the performance improvement brought just by our
DaliReID model.

Following the conclusions from the previous section, our
model is also able to achieve state-of-the-art performance in
three cross-quality person re-identification datasets, which
shows our model learns features robust to different levels of
distortions in two different biometrics tasks.

C. VISUALIZATION
In Figure 8, we visualize the feature activation obtained from
the clean and distortion-adaptive models.

Each of the five images in the middle depicts the same
person. The first one is a clean image, i.e. without distortions,
the second one was generated by employing the atmospheric
turbulence (AT) simulator used in our work with level 1 of
turbulence (AT = 1.0); the third one was generated by
employing the simulator with level 2 of turbulence (AT =
2.0) and so on, until the last image with level 4 of turbulence
(AT = 4.0). The upper left bars in the image show the
feature magnitudes sorted based on the average magnitude
feature value of the representations. For instance, the bar ‘‘ID:
G02058 Model: CL AT-Level: Clean’’ (the first one in the
top left) has 25 rows, and each one is a feature vector from
clean images from identity G02058. The columns are their
features sorted based on the average absolute value of the
magnitudes of the features over the 25 clean images. Those
feature vectors were obtained using the clean model trained
in our solution. The second bar, ‘‘ID: G02058 Model: CL
AT-Level: AT 1.0’’ also has 25 rows where each row is a
feature vector from images of identity G02058 under level
1 of atmospheric turbulence (AT = 1.0), and the columns
are also the features sorted based on the average absolute
value of the magnitudes of the features over the 25 clean
images. The same rationale applies to the other three bars
(AT = 2.0, AT = 3.0 and AT = 4.0). We see that the features
with stronger activations for the clean images (first bar) have
smaller and smaller activations when they are from images
under stronger atmospheric turbulence (from the second to
the fifth bar), and the features with weaker activations for
the clean images are stronger for images under different AT
levels. This is illustrated by the red arrows in the left part
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TABLE 4. Comparison of DaliFace to prior work on benchmarks containing distortions. Common metrics are reported for TinyFace [8] and for IJB-S∗∗ [32]
protocols surveillance-to-booking and surveillance-to-surveillance. For LFW-LD and CFP-LD (Section IV-A), 1:1 verification accuracy with
clean-to-long-distance (C-to-LD) pairs and long-distance-to-long-distance (LD-to-LD) pairs. KEYS. Bold: First; Blue: Second. ∗∗ The IJB-S dataset contains
over three million raw video frames and 15 million face annotations. Face recognition results are subject to detection and pre-processing steps. Using
official code and pre-trained model, all WebFace{4M,12M} comparisons are run with our pre-processing to ensure fair comparison.

TABLE 5. Performance on the Real Long Distance (RLD) dataset, which
contains real images captured at up to 500 meters (see Section V for
details). The methods in italics have one or more of our contributions. All
models are trained on WebFace4M [92]. The improvement of DaliFace
over other prior state-of-the-art algorithms is more than the gaps
between previous algorithms and is consistent with other experiments.

TABLE 6. Comparison of the prior art and our method in terms of
advantages and limitations.

of the image. The bottom left bars follow the same idea as
the top left bars. However, the feature vectors were obtained
using the distortion-adaptive model (the same set of images
are used for comparison) of our DaliID solution. We see that
the DA features maintain more important high-magnitude
feature distortion and have far fewer incorrect low-magnitude
features introduced, as illustrated by the green arrows. The
bars on the right are non-matched images, i.e. images from
identities different from G02058, so we see that different

TABLE 7. Comparison to the state-of-the-art models in same-clothes
Person Re-Identification setup. Bold and Blue indicate the best and
second-best values. *CD-Net is not based on ResNet50, but the authors of
that paper mostly compared to ResNet50-based models, so we leave it
here for a fair comparison.

features are activated for recognition across different levels
of AT.

VI. ABLATION STUDIES
A. FACE RECOGNITION
To demonstrate the improvements of the respective compo-
nents of DaliFace, Table 9 shows an ablation with datasets
representing three different evaluation scenarios: IJB-S for
standard quality, CFP-LD for long distance, and TinyFace for
low spatial resolution. It can be seen that aggressive distortion
augmentations create a significant performance improvement
in low-quality datasets CFP-LD and TinyFace; however,
performance drops significantly on IJB-C, which is a dataset
with relatively higher-quality images, showing that the use
of distorted data without any further strategy might harm the
performance in high-quality datasets.We argue that this is due
to the inability of the model to effectively learn from distorted
data, allowing it to dominate the optimization since the
beginning of the training. After adding adaptive weighing and
magnitude-based fusion, it can be seen that the final model
(i.e., DaliFace) is the best performing. In Table 5, which also
ablates different components of our model, a similar pattern
can be observed. An additional ablation of our distortion
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FIGURE 8. Visualization of features to highlight the learned invariance, best viewed in color. Each color bar has a feature in a
column, and the bar has 25 rows where each is an image. The features are absolute values mapped to colors with blue small, green
medium, and yellow high, with features sorted on the average absolute magnitude on the clean image. The top five bars are the
features from the ‘‘clean’’ branch, with different simulated atmospheric turbulence (AT) levels added, with a sample image shown
for each level. As highlighted by the red arrows, as AT increases, the originally large features lose magnitude while originally low
features see an increase – both of which reduce the matching score. The right column of bars shows that a non-matching person is
not well correlated. The bottom five bars are from the Distortion-Adapted (DA) trained branch. As the AT level increases, the DA
features maintain more important high-magnitude feature distortion and have far fewer incorrect low-magnitude features
introduced. These examples highlight that our DALI training approach produces greater invariance to distortion.

TABLE 8. Comparison to the state-of-the-art models in clothes-changing
Person Re-Identification setup. Bold and Blue indicates the best
second-best values. All methods, except ViT, consider ResNet50 as the
backbone.

augmentation compared to Gaussian blur and downsampling
is also provided in Table 11 and Section VI-C.

B. PERSON RE-IDENTIFICATION
We perform a set of ablation studies over the PReID datasets
to measure the impact of different components. The results
are shown in Table 9. When we use distorted images
as augmentations without our adaptive-weighting strategy
(second line), we see a performance drop for both metrics
in MSMT17 and DeepChange, and for mAP in Market
when compared to the distortion-adaptive and DaliReID
models. As the varied distortion images have the same
importance for training, the model does not effectively
learn from distorted data. For MSMT17 and DeepChange,
the results are also worse than the baseline showing that
just employing distortion as augmentations hinders model
performance. We face the same performance dropping when
we take out our proxy loss (λ = 0 in Eq. 11), showing

it is an essential contribution (third line of Table 9).
In contrast, just the distortion-adaptive backbone (fourth line)
yields performance improvements for both MSMT17 and
DeepChange and formAP inMarket, showing that it can learn
a distortion-invariant feature space to some extent. Our final
DaliReIDmodel combines both clean and distortion-adaptive
backbones (first and fourth lines), which leads to the best
performance for MSMT17 (an increase of 5.2 and 3.6 for
mAP and R1, respectively) and DeepChange (an increase
of 1.7 and 2.2 for mAP and R1 respectively). This shows
that DaliReID can effectively combine knowledge from both
backbones.

In the future, we aim to apply our methodology in
PReID datasets consideringmoving cameras (e.g., UAV)with
distortion levels caused by distance and altitude [38].

1) PREID PARAMETER ANALYSIS
There are two hyper-parameters on the final loss function
(Eq. 11) for person re-identification: τ value to control
the sharpening of the probability distribution in both terms
and λ value to weight the contribution of Lproxy term.
The impact of these parameters on the performance of the
Distortion-Adaptive backbone is shown in Figure 9.

For λ in Figure 9a, we see stable performance for Market
along different values after λ = 0.1, while for MSMT17 we
see a peak at λ = 0.4, then a suitable decrease after this value.
For both datasets, we see a performance drop for λ = 0.0
(no Lproxy), showing the proxy-based loss term has a positive
impact on training. In contrast, an equal contribution of both
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FIGURE 9. Analysis of the impact of the parameters τ and λ on the final
loss function considering the training of the distortion-adaptive
backbone for PReID.

TABLE 9. Ablation study for both Face and PReID datasets. The respective
first lines show the performance of the baseline (clean) model (trained
without simulated distorted data). The second and third lines are for
backbones trained with distortion as augmentation and our adaptive
weighting strategy, respectively. For PReID, line 4 ablates the proxy loss
(all other PReID lines contain Lproxy ), and the final line is the proposed
DaliReID model. CFP-LD is reported as an average of the two protocols
shown in Table 4.

terms λ = 1.0 hurts the performance mainly for MSMT17.
Since MSMT17 is more challenging, we select λ = 0.4 as
the operational value. Further analysis of the impact of Lproxy
is presented in Table 9.

The impact of τ is shown on Figure 9b. The performance
drops when τ is lower than 0.04 for MSMT17 but has a stable
behavior for Market, while values greater than 0.06 deteri-
orate the performance for both datasets. To achieve a good
trade-off considering the dataset complexities, we choose
τ = 0.05.

2) IMPACT OF POOLING OPERATIONS IN EVALUATION
(PREID)
As shown in Figure 2, the inference is performed by a
weighted combination of the decisions from clean and

TABLE 10. Ablation of the pooling operation to calculate the magnitudes
for fusion in PReID.

TABLE 11. A comparison between training augmentations. The distortion
augmentation performs better than using Gaussian blur and
down-sampling.

distortion-adaptive backbones. The weights Wclean and
Wdistortion are the maximummagnitudes of the feature vectors
for each query and gallery image pair for each backbone.
Among the different pooling strategies to get the final feature
representation, we choose Global Average Pooling (GAP),
Global Max Pooling (GMP), and a combination of both
(GAP+GMP) to check the impact on final performance.
The performances are reported in Table 10. Note that in
this case, the pooling operations are just to calculate the
magnitudes, since the final representation is always obtained
by the element-wise sum of the output of the GAP and GMP
layers for PReID.

We see among GAP, GMP, and GAP+GMP, we have a
similar performance in evaluation, with a slight improvement
for GAP. All of them have similar performances over the
final result showing our proposed fusion strategy is robust to
different pooling operations.

C. DISTORTION AUGMENTATION
A key contribution of the paper is the use of distortion
augmentation inspired by atmospheric turbulence. This
ablation shows that the gains are not simply from data
augmentation. Table 11 shows a comparison to a combi-
nation of other similar augmentations used in computer
vision: down-sampling and Gaussian blur. Gaussian blur
and down-sampling are applied at equally challenging levels
as distortion augmentation (as measured by the loss).
In Table 11, it can be seen that distortion augmentation
performs better than data augmentation Gaussian blur and
down-sampling on both face recognition and person re-
identification benchmarks, but not near as well as DALI.

D. FEATURE FUSION METHODS.
Our DaliID method uses a magnitude-weighted fusion of
features from two backbones (see Figure 2). We also
performed experiments with learned fusion layers. The
magnitude-weighted fusion outperformed learned fusions as
shown in Table 12.
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TABLE 12. Experiments with three different learning methods to combine
the feature vectors from the clean and distortion-adaptive backbones.
Perhaps surprisingly, we get the best results without learning a final
representation but rather performing magnitude-weighted fusion.

VII. CONCLUSION
In this work, DaliID is presented as a methodology for
improving robustness to distortions common in real-world
applications. The proposed components include distortion
augmentation, distortion-adaptive weighting, and a parallel-
backbone magnitude-weighted feature fusion. While face
recognition and person re-identification have considerable
differences, DaliID is shown to be applicable in both tasks
with state-of-the-art performance on seven datasets. The
proposed LD datasets, captured over the longest distance of
any academic dataset, allow for further evaluation of realistic
distortions.

In the future we aim to explore self-paced curriculum
learning [72] to search for automatic curriculum criteria for
the loss of weighting. Also, we intend to explore different
backbone combinations (e.g., ResNet and Transformer [66])
to bring a diversity of learned knowledge by different models.
Finally, our solution can be extended to further image
recognition tasks operating in unconstrained scenarios where
distortion can affect image features.

CODE AND DATA RELEASE
The code and datasets can be found in this https://github.com/
Gabrielcb/DaliID repository.
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