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ABSTRACT This paper employs the carnivorous plant growth-based optimization approach to optimize
the maintenance scheduling of distribution transformers, encompassing inspection and overhaul tasks. The
resulting maintenance schedule not only mitigates cost investments but also guarantees a reliable power
supply. The study comprehensively incorporates maintenance costs and operational reliability, accounting
for factors such as salt corrosion and insulation lifetime loss. Mathematical models are formulated with
consideration of operational constraints, followed by the implementation of the proposed approach to achieve
a schedule close to optimality. Validation of the method is conducted through both a sample system and a
practical Taipower system with varying numbers of transformers. The test results confirm the feasibility of
the proposed method for the considered application.

INDEX TERMS Carnivorous plant algorithm, maintenance scheduling, distribution transformer.

I. INTRODUCTION
The total number of distribution transformers (DTRs) in
Taiwan was estimated approximately 1.4 million according to
2021 data [1]. Maintaining and operating this large number of
DTRs can be a significant burden for electric power compa-
nies. While prevailing maintenance methods have focused on
fixed time intervals, the increasing failure rate, maintenance
costs, insulation aging, and salt corrosion of DTRs since the
rising demand requires more attention than ever. In addition,
due to issues such as a declining birthrate and a trend towards
employment in the manufacturing industry, the workforce
involved in power distribution maintenance shows very lim-
ited signs of growth [2]. This could ultimately result in a
decline in the maintenance quality of power companies and
an increase in the probability of power outages. These factors
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must be carefully considered to develop amaintenance sched-
ule that ensures higher reliability, better economic benefits,
and greater efficiency.

Given the importance of maintenance scheduling, vari-
ous methods have been developed and applied to power
transmission and distribution systems to solve this problem.
Some of these methods utilized analytical approaches such
as linear programming [3], [4], which were shown to reach
global solutions systematically. However, these methods
were not always feasible for practical scheduling and required
additional efforts to address this limitation. Other methods
have suggested modeling equipment outage behavior using
Markov decision trees and dynamic programming to tackle
this issue [5], [6], [7]. Yet, the effective establishment of
Markov decision trees relied on sufficient data collected from
monitoring and acquisition, which was often complicated due
to the substantial number of DTRs. Furthermore, since these
published methods were intended for transmission systems,
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the focus of this study may be fundamentally different.
This is because the maintenance procedures for transformers
are intricate and consume a considerable amount of time
and manpower, primarily due to the large quantity of dis-
tribution transformers. Without well-organized maintenance
efforts, not only are maintenance resources wasted, but it also
adversely affects the maintenance of other distribution equip-
ment. Meanwhile, the maintenance scheduling optimization
problem with a vast number of variables belongs to the
class of non-deterministic polynomial (NP) problems. The
challenge lies in the inability to estimate the time required
to find the optimal solution, and in some cases, it is uncer-
tain whether an optimal solution can be found at all [8].
The algorithms such as dynamic programming and linear
programming, as mentioned above, exhibit limited efficiency
in solving maintenance scheduling problems for distribution
equipment.

Due to the disadvantages mentioned above, recent studies
have started to utilize heuristic algorithms such as genetic
algorithms (GA) [10], [11], evolutionary algorithms [12],
particle swarm optimization (PSO) [13], [14], [15], and arti-
ficial bee colony algorithm [16] to solve this maintenance
scheduling problem. This type of algorithm has randomness
and can adjust the search direction based on the current
value of the objective function. Although it cannot guaran-
tee finding the optimal solution, it can achieve a balance
among computational time, resource investment, and solu-
tion efficiency [17], [18]. Many people have questioned the
need for so many heuristic algorithms. However, according
to the No Free Lunch (NFL) theorem [19], if algorithm A
outperforms algorithm B in solving problem X, it does not
necessarily mean that algorithm A will outperform algorithm
B in solving problem Y. In other words, there is no one-size-
fits-all algorithm for all optimization problems. Therefore,
in the face of increasingly complex problems, the academic
community still encourages the continuous development of
diverse optimization algorithms.

In this paper, by mimicking the bionic random process,
a carnivorous plant growth-based optimization approach is
applied to solve the maintenance scheduling problem of
DTRs. The performance and robustness of this method in
solving mathematical problems and engineering design have
been verified. Simulations were conducted for both classic
and CEC2017 benchmark functions, and the results demon-
strated that the performance of CPA is superior to GA, PSO
and Differential Evolution (DE), Cuckoo Search Algorithm
(CSA) and Bat Algorithm (BA). Moreover, CPA has been
utilized for solving various problems, such as the Traveling
Salesman Problem [9] and the design of speed reducers [20].
Additionally, CPA shows excellent performance in solv-
ing high-dimensional problems [21], making it suitable for
addressing scheduling issues with a large number of devices.

The CPA method is inspired from the preying and growth
mechanisms observed in carnivorous plants. In this approach,
the maintenance scheduling process is analogized to the
growth of a plant. The maintenance strategy is emulated

through the simulation of a plant’s fitness change, employing
a scheme that involves grouping, preying, and growing. The
research delves into the failure patterns of DTRs, formulat-
ing mathematical models for multi-objective functions that
considers environmental factors and operating conditions.
Subsequently, the carnivorous plant algorithm is applied, and
a comprehensive validation is conducted on both example
systems and real-world scenarios across various testing sce-
narios. The feasibility of this method has been assessed, and
its primary features can be summarized as follows:

1) Previous studies have given less consideration to
insulation life loss and salt corrosion in their math-
ematical models. In contrast, this study takes both
factors into account, resulting in a more comprehensive
maintenance strategy than previous approaches.

2) The study proposes an optimization approach that
includes local search, global search, and local escape
mechanisms, making it more effective for solving
optimization problems.

3) The proposed algorithm is systematic and expand-
able, which can be easily integrated with other com-
mercial software for utility equipment maintenance
applications.

The paper is organized as follows: Section II describes the
problem of failure and maintenance of DTRs. Section III for-
mulates the paradigms ofmaintenance scheduling. Section IV
explains the proposed method, Section V illuminates the
computation procedure, Section VI discusses the numerical
tests, and Section VII presents the conclusions.

II. PROBLEM DESCRIPTIONS
The maintenance work of DTRs involves two primary tasks:
inspection and overhaul. During the inspection task, DTRs
undergo a visual examination, complemented by the uti-
lization of handheld infrared and ultrasonic instruments for
enhanced precision. If a defect is found, it will be repaired
immediately on site or at a later time depending on its level
of urgency. To the best of our knowledge, DTRs are inspected
once a year in Taiwan [22]. The overhaul task focuses on the
refurbishing and thorough electrical examination of DTRs.
In the past, the power department in Taiwan established a
fixed overhaul period of once every 12 years with consid-
eration of the durability, failure frequency, and maintenance
complexity of DTRs. While a higher overhaul frequency
might enhance stability, it would also require more main-
tenance resources. In order to enhance the practical value
of this study, we also conducted field visits to maintenance
facilities and gathered a wealth of information. It was found
that the vast majority of transformers undergoing regular
major maintenance were in good condition, yet there were
still frequent reports of failures. This indicates that the current
fixed-cycle maintenance approach needs improvement in its
ability to detect faults early. Therefore, based on the existing
12-year planning schedule and under the condition of not
increasing the current personnel maintenance burden, this
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article takes the effects of load and operating temperature into
account, aiming to conduct early inspections or replacements
for transformers with higher potential failure rates while
delaying maintenance for the rest. This approach not only
allows for the completion of all transformer maintenance
within 12 years but also reduces the probability of distri-
bution system failures, thereby enhancing the efficiency of
maintenance work.

This study begins by examining the failure events of DTRs,
which can be primarily attributed to either external faults or
internal faults. External faults include issues such as (a) oil
leakage caused by aging tanks or gaskets, (b) poor contact
between primary and secondary terminals, and (c) partial
discharge resulting from dirt or salt buildup on bushings.
In contrast, internal faults often arise from the deterioration of
insulation material such as insulation paper, pressboard, sup-
port tube and insulation oil, leading to insulation breakdowns
between coil windings. Given the distinct differences in
repairability and maintenance requirements, the failure mod-
els for internal and external faults are developed separately.
The study utilizes the Weibull failure model to represent
external faults and the insulation lifetime loss function to
model internal faults. It is also noted that relevant studies
indicate that salt corrosion has a significant impact on the
failure of insulators [23], and the demand for maintenance
frequency is also different. Therefore, the modeling of the
external fault rate curve of distribution transformers must be
distinguished between severe and light salt corrosion areas.
Based on these formulated models, the study aims to achieve
a maintenance schedule that provides higher reliability, lower
insulation life loss, and reduced maintenance expenses.

III. PARADIGM OF MAINTENANCE SCHEDULING
The effectiveness ofmaintenance scheduling can be evaluated
by analyzing various indices, including service reliability,
maintenance cost, and insulation life loss. This section uti-
lizes theWeibull model to analyze the failure rate of DTR and
investigate service reliability, which is followed by the exam-
ination of maintenance cost that consists of the personnel
cost and equipment investment required for inspection and
overhaul. Additionally, insulation life loss is also considered
as an objective function during the optimization process.
By summing up these objective functions with constraints,
a maintenance scheduling plan for DTRs is formulated.

A. FAILURE MODEL AND RELIABILITY INDEX
The failure rate of DTRs increases as the number of oper-
ating hour increases. The analysis methods for solving the
failure rate can be divided into distribution-free statistics and
parametric statistics. The distribution-free statistics directly
calculates the failure rate by dividing the number of equip-
ment failures by the total amount of equipment without
applying any distribution model. Although the calculation of
distribution-free statistics is simple, yet, the accuracy may
be lower if it is used for equipment with a specific prob-
ability distribution pattern. As for the parametric statistics,

FIGURE 1. PDF of DTRs operated in salt corrosion areas.

FIGURE 2. Failure rate of DTR.

it includes normal distribution and Weibull distribution. Sev-
eral studies have pointed out that the Weibull distribution
model is suitable for the analysis of transformers and power
equipment [24], [25]. Related applications include remaining
life assessment [26], failure prediction [24], and risk assess-
ment [27]. This study also utilizes the Weibull failure model
to comprehend the failure trend [31], [32]. The probability
density function (PDF) p(t) for the Weibull failure model is
expressed below:

p(t) =
β

θ

(
t
θ

)β−1

e−(
t
θ )

β

, t ≥ 0 ∈ R (1)

where β and θ represent the shape parameter and scale
parameter, respectively, while t indicates the operation time
of DTR. The cumulative distribution function (CDF) of F(t)
is formulated by integrating p(t) over t:

F(t) =
∫ t

0
p(t)dt = 1− e−(t/θ )

β

(2)

This cumulative distribution function represents the accumu-
lated failure probability or total failure percentage since the
product began operating to a certain time point t . By dividing
p(t) by 1-F(t), the failure rate of λ (t) becomes

λ (t) =
p(t)

1− F(t)
=

β

θ

(
t
θ

)β−1

(3)

This function provides insight into the proportion of faulty
DTRs compared to the normal ones, facilitating the compre-
hension of the operating scenario at a specific time.

The study next goes to the establishment of fault rate
model for salt erosion areas. It is known that the surging
and pounding of waves along the costal would cause the salt
in seawater to diffuse into the air in the form of salt mist.
When exposed for a long time, insulators will have their
insulation strength reduced due to the salt adhering to their
surfaces [28]. To express the severity of salt pollution, the
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TABLE 1. Parameters of different distribution transformers.

IEC 60815 Standard recommends using indicators such as
equivalent salt deposit density (ESDD) and site equivalent
salinity (SES) [29], where the ESDD is the most widely used
indicator because of its intuitive definition and the simplicity
of measurement [30]. Taiwan also utilized the ESDD indica-
tor to reflect the situation of salt pollution [39]. In this study,
the area is deemed the severe salt erosion area when its ESDD
is larger than 0.125.

Subsequently, for the development of Weibull failure
model, 38,000 failure data points of DTR recorded by electric
utility of Taiwan are first collected. The dataset comprises
25,247 data points from areas with severe salt corrosion and
12,753 data points from areas with light salt corrosion. Fig. 1
illustrates the probability density function of DTR operating
in salt corrosion areas. Using the least square method, the
shape parameter β and scale parameter θ were calculated
to be 17.45 and 1.96 for the severe salt corrosion area and
21.76 and 1.85 for the light salt corrosion area, respectively.
Based on the results presented in Fig. 1, Fig. 2 illustrates the
failure rate of DTR when operating in these two areas.

Since most external defects of DTR can be removed after
inspection and overhaul, it is assumed that the failure rate will
return to its initial state after maintenance. Thus, the failure
rate 3i(t) of each DTR can be derived as below following
inspection or overhaul at a certain year:

3i(t) = λi(0)+
(
λi(t)− λi(0)

)
(1− Ii(t)) (1− Oi(t)) (4)

where Ii(t) and Oi(t) are indicators for the inspection and
overhaul of DTR conducted in the t-th year. An indica-
tor value of 1 represents the completion of maintenance
task, while a value of 0 indicates that no maintenance was
performed in that particular year. At this time, considering
integrating reliability indicators to achieve a more compre-
hensive assessment of the impact of altering maintenance
strategies on power supply reliability, this paper incorporate
the failure rate to formulate the System Average Interrupt
Duration Index (SAIDI) as depicted below:

SAIDI =
1
Y

Y∑
t=1,t∈N

Ntr∑
i=1,i∈N

[
3i (t) ·

Ui · Tb
Ut

]
(5)

where 3i(t) represents the failure rate of the i-th DTR at time
t , Ntr is the total number of DTRs, Ui is the number of users
impacted by the i-th DTR outage, Ut is the number of system
users, and Tb is the duration of the power interruption. This
objective function is preprocessed as follows:

f1 =
(

SAIDI − SAIDImin

SAIDImax − SAIDImin

)
(6)

where SAIDImin and SAIDImax is the minimum and the
maximum value of SAIDI.

FIGURE 3. Concept of carnivorous plant algorithm.

B. MAINTENANCE COST
The maintenance cost takes the personnel cost and equipment
investment of inspection and overhaul into account [33].
By considering the times of maintenance along with route
scheduling and failure rate, the maintenance cost can be
formulated as

Ct=
Y∑

t=1,t∈N

di (t)Cip+ Ntr∑
i=1,t∈N

[
3i (t) ·

(
Cf + pb,iTb · ce

)]
(7)

where Ct is the total maintenance cost, Cip is the inspection
cost per kilometer that includes consumable material and
labor cost, Cf is the repair cost of a damaged DTR, pb,i is
the undelivered loss of the i-th DTR due to interruption, ce
is the electricity price in dollars per kilowatt-hour ($/kWh),
and d(t) is the distance covered during the inspection and
overhaul at time t . To ensure the consistent computation, this
cost is normalized below:

f2 =
Ct − Cmin

Cmax − Cmin
(8)

where Cmin and Cmax is the minimum and the maximum
value of maintenance cost. It is also emphasized here that this
study’s maintenance costs include personnel expenditures,
vehicle usage expenses, and consumable costs. Reducing the
objective function of maintenance costs can improve resource
utilization and alleviate labor shortage problems.

C. INSULATION LIFETIME LOSS
Internal failure is intricately linked to the insulation life [34],
[35], [36], [37]. In practical operation, electricity consump-
tion data is used to infer the load conditions of DTRs. This
information can be used to formulate a model that helps to
understand the relationship between the load and the rate at
which the insulation ages. To develop this model, we refer
to the IEEE C57.91 standard for guidance on formulating the
insulation lifetime loss model for DTRs. The level of aging in
insulation material is determined by the hottest coil tempera-
ture θH . Equation (9) shows that the ambient temperature, oil
temperature rises, and coil temperature rise are represented
by the first, second, and third terms on the right-hand side,
respectively. The hottest coil temperature θH is calculated by
adding these terms together as shown below:

θH (p) = θA +

(
p2ρ + 1
ρ + 1

)m

1θOA,r + p2m1θHO,r (9)

where p represents the DTR load in per unit, ρ is the ratio
of rated load loss to no-load loss, 1θOA,r is the surface
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FIGURE 4. Relation mapping of algorithm and problem.

temperature rise of the insulation oil at rated load, 1θHO,r
is the rise of the hottest spot over the top-oil temperature at
rated load, and m is an empirical constant that is set to 0.8 for
oil-immersed DTRs. Table 1 tabulates the values of param-
eter ρ, 1θOA,r and 1θHO,r for DTRs of various capacities,
which is determined according to the IEEE C57.91 and CNS
598 standard [38].

Following the formulation of the hottest coil temperature,
the aging acceleration factor FAA is calculated as below:

FAA(p) = e
15000

(
1

c+273−
1

θH (p)+273

)
(10)

where c is the rated operating temperature of insulation
material, which is 110◦C (383◦k) for DTRs. By multiplying
the aging acceleration factor with the time interval 1τ , the
insulation lifetime loss is computed as

ILL =
1
L

Ntr∑
i=1,i∈N

Nτ∑
τ=0,τ∈N

FAA (pi(τ )) ·1τ ·100 (11)

where Nτ is the number of time intervals, L is the rated
life of the insulation material, which is set at 20.55 years
for oil-immersed DTR according to [38]. Since the meter
records the electricity data every 15 minutes,1τ corresponds
to 35,040 intervals in a year. The insulation lifetime loss index
is also normalized as follows:

f3 =
ILL − ILLmin

ILLmax − ILLmin
(12)

where ILLmin and ILLmax is the minimum and the maximum
value of insulation lifetime loss.

D. OBJECTIVE FUNCTIONS WITH CONSTRAINS
Combining the objective functions f1, f2 and f3, discussed
above, this study expresses a multi-objective function as
follows:

fobj =min (w1f1(t)+ w2f2(t)+ w3f3(τ ))

subject to

{
w1 + w2 + w3 = 1
t ∈ N {1, 2, · · · ,Y } , τ ∈ N

(13)

where w1, w2 and w3 are weights of f1, f2 and f3. The
weights assigned to each objective can be adjusted based on
the priority of the task. Following the assigning weights, the
study also takes the constraints into consideration, in which

FIGURE 5. Mechanism of growth.

the maximum and the minimum number of DTRs that can be
inspected is expressed below:{

N insp
min ≤ N

insp
t ≤ N insp

max , t = 1, 2, . . .Y
N ovh
min ≤ N

ovh
t ≤ N ovh

max, t = 1, 2, . . .Y
(14)

where N insp
t and Novht is the number of inspected and over-

hauled DTRs at year t , Nmininsp, Nmax insp, Nminovh and
Nmaxovh is the minimum and maximum allowable number of
inspected and overhauled DTRs. Meanwhile, the minimum
number of inspections and overhauls that must be performed
during the scheduling period is also listed as constraints,
which are written as follows:{

T inspmin ≤ T
insp
i , i = 1, 2, . . .N

T ovhmin ≤ T
ovh
i , i = 1, 2, . . .N

(15)

where T inspi and T ovhi represent the number of times the i-th
DTR must be inspected and overhauled, respectively, while
Tmininsp and Tminovh represent the minimum number of times
each DTR must be inspected and overhauled. This completes
the formulation of the objective functions and corresponding
constraints.

IV. CARNIVOROUS PLANT GROWTH-BASED
OPTIMIZATION
The carnivorous plant growth-based optimization method is
utilized in this study to schedule the maintenance of DTRs.
This approach incorporates the simulation of the preying
and growing behavior of carnivorous plants and accounts for
the impact of flooding disasters [21]. The concept of the
algorithm is illustrated in Fig. 3. Similar to carnivorous plants
that capture insects with their enzymes to gain nutrients for
breeding stronger plants, the proposed algorithm generates a
brand-new offspring with higher survivability by spreading
pollen through wind or insects. In the study, each feasible
maintenance schedule for DTRs is represented as a carniv-
orous plant. By repeatedly applying the search mechanism,
the algorithm breeds the strongest plant, which is eventually
decoded as the optimal maintenance schedule.

Fig. 4 depicts the relationship between the algorithm,
multi-objective optimization, and maintenance scheduling.
Within a swamp, each plant represents a feasible solution.
The strength or fitness of each plant reflects the magnitude
of the objective function, and the plant with the highest
fitness represents the optimal schedule. The computation
begins with an initialization process, followed by three search
mechanisms, which are described below.
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FIGURE 6. Search mechanism with consideration of flooding event.

Unlike traditional algorithms such as genetic algorithm and
particle swarm optimization, the proposed method utilizes a
grouping process for initialization after randomly generat-
ing the initial populations. The grouping process divides the
large population into several smaller groups to improve the
computing efficiency. A population of n plants is randomly
generated and dispersed in a swamp as shown below:

S =



CP1
...

CP i
...

CPn

 =


cp1,1 · · · cp1,i · · · cp1,m
...

...
...

...
...

cpi,1 · · · cpi,i · · · cpk,m
...

...
...

...
...

cpn,1 · · · cpn,i · · · cpn,m

 (16)

where S represents the initial swamp consisting of n feasible
plants, CPi denotes the i-th plant or feasible solution, cpi,j
is the j-th control variable of the i-th feasible solution, and m
represents the total number of control variables. Each variable
of cpi,j is initialized by the following equation:

cpi,j = blw,j +
(
bup,j − blw,j

)
· rand (17)

where bup,j and blw,j represent the upper and lower bounds,
of the j-th control variable, and rand denotes a random value
generated between 0 and 1.

The evaluation of each generated plant is performed using
the following objective function:

f obj(S)

=
[
fobj (CP1) fobj (CP2) · · · fobj (CP i) · · · fobj (CPn)

]T
(18)

The objective function value of each plant is then calculated,
and the plants are sorted in ascending order based on this
value. It is noted that the first carnivorous plant, CP1, cor-
responds to the strongest plant with the smallest objective
function value. All plants are then divided into k groups,
where each group contains n/k plants. The grouping rule is
given below:

CP i ∈ Gj, j = MOD (i/k) (19)

The whole solution space of swamp is hence formed as

S =



G1
...

Gi
...

Gk

 =


CP1 CPk+1 · · · CPn−k+1
...

... . . .
...

CP i CPk+i . . . CPn−k+i
...

... . . .
...

CPk CP2k . . . CPn



=



CP1
best CP

1
2 · · · CP

1
n/k

...
... . . .

...

CP ibest CP
i
2 . . . CP in/k

...
... . . .

...

CPkbest CP
k
2 . . . CPkn/k

 (20)

Note that this grouping process adopts a fair allocation
method, which can disperse all individuals according to
their quality. In this way, the search efficiency can be better
ensured especially when there is a large number of feasible
solutions [21]. Subsequently, the plant growth mechanism is
expressed below:

CPp,newi = CPpi + cg ·
(
bup − blw

)
·

1

σ
√
2π

e−rand
2/2σ 2

(21)

where CPpi and CPp,newi represent the p-th carnivorous plant
in the groupGp before and after the plant growth, bup and blw
denote the upper and lower bound vectors, cg is the growth
parameter, and σ is the standard deviation. Fig. 5 illustrates
this growth process. The figure shows that if the objective
value improves, the plant will be replaced; otherwise, it will
be kept for further nutrient enrichment. Through this mech-
anism, the plant will achieve a higher fitness and facilitate a
more effective local search.

Next, considering that carnivorous plant may spread their
pollen through wind or insects, the study mimics the behavior
of pollination delivery. With a random generated number of
ε that is larger than a predefined threshold of cpol , the insect
pollination is performed; whereas if ε is smaller than cpol ,
wind pollination is executed. The mathematical form of wind
and insect pollination is expressed individually below:

CPp,newi =CPpi · cpol · rand+
(
1− cpol

)
· CPpj , if ε ≥ cpol

(22)

where CPp,newi ,CPpi ,CP
p
j ∈ Gp

CPp,newi =CPpi · cpol · rand+
(
1− cpol

)
· CPqbest , if ε < cpol

(23)

where CPp,newi ,CPpi ∈ Gp ,CPqbest ∈ Gq where CPpj rep-
resents the j-th plant in the group Gp. CP

q
best represents the

strongest plant in the group Gq. Note that each plant in group
Gp spreads pollen to other plants, generating offspring or new
feasible solutions. This pollination mechanism is considered
as the global search since it searches the entire solution space.
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FIGURE 7. Computation procedure of the proposed method.

The pseudocode form of the pollination process is detailed as
follows.
function Pollination{
Assign ε← rand()
for i from 1 to n
if ε > cpol
CPp,newi = CPpi × cpol× rand() + (1- cpol)

× (random j-th plant CPpi )
else
CPp,newi = CPpi × cpol × rand() + (1- cpol)

× (best plant in random group q)
end

end

TABLE 2. Parameter for evaluating the method.

TABLE 3. Test data of DTRs.

FIGURE 8. Location of each transformer and the maintenance center.

sort fobj(CP
p
i , CP

p,new
i ) in ascend or descend;

abandon last half weaker plant;}
Along with the growth and pollen spread mechanisms

described above, the method incorporates a flooding mecha-
nism that simulates the occurrence of flooding events during
the search process. This is necessary because swamps may
occasionally experience flooding, and plants with insuffi-
cient fitness may be replaced by new budding seeds. Fig. 6
depicts the search mechanism that considers the possibility
of flooding events. This approach is designed to prevent
the algorithm from being stuck in local minimums. During
numerical implementations, a survival rate of rs is incor-
porated to enhance the algorithm’s ability to survive when
encountering flooding events. A smaller value of rs indicates
that a larger number of plants must be removed. This search
mechanism is designed to introduce more diversity, thereby
increasing the chances of finding a better solution. The pseu-
docode function of flooding event is detailed as follows:
functionFlooding_event{
Assign counter, rs a suitable value
if counter> threshold value
sort fobj(S) in ascend or descend;
S(last rs CP) =blw+ (bup- blw) × rand();
counter←0;

else
counter = counter +1;

end}
The abovemechanisms of grouping, growing, and flooding

are repetitively performed for a predefined number of itera-
tions. Through this mechanism, the information contained in
the carnivorous plant represents the possible solutions to the
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FIGURE 9. Inspection and overhaul schedule of 10 transformers.

TABLE 4. Scheduled results of test 1.

TABLE 5. Operation data of DTRs in test 2.

problem, representing the maintenance scheduling of DTRs.
The following section describes the computation algorithm.

V. COMPUTATION PROCEDURE
Fig. 7 shows the flowchart of the proposed approach. The
method begins by entering parameter and data of DTRs
obtained from electric utilities, including the information
consisting of capacity, years of use, connected load, and
location, maintenance cost (Cf ), interruption time (Tb), inter-
ruption loss (pb,i), and electricity price (ce), plant size (n),

FIGURE 10. Locations of each distribution transformer in Test 2.

FIGURE 11. Inspection and overhaul schedule of 35 transformers.

TABLE 6. Scheduled results of test 2.

group number (k), parameters of cg, cpol , and survival
rate (rs).

At the beginning, n sets of viable solutions are gener-
ated for scheduling the maintenance of M DTRs, which
can be seen as n plants are cultivated in a marshy area
denoted as S=[CP1 CP2. . .CPi. . .CPN ]T , where CPi =
[cpi,1cpi,2. . . cpi,m]T . It is important to note that the objec-
tive of this study is to plan the maintenance work for the
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FIGURE 12. Averaged failure rate of DTRs in both areas.

TABLE 7. Comparison of methods in scenario 2.

TABLE 8. Test outcome of method 1 under various parameter
combinations.

next 12 years. After consulting with utility engineers, it was
determined that inspections should be conducted every three
years with a frequency of four times, and overhauls should
be performed every 12 years. As a result, each control vector
in CPi consists of one overhaul variable and three inspection
variables, resulting in a total of 4M control variables. For
instance, in the i-th solution, the control vector cpij = [1,0,0,
6] specifies that the j-th DTR is due for inspection in the
first year, and subsequently at the 4th, 7th, and 10th years.
In addition, the DTRs is scheduled for overhaul in the 6th
year.

Based on the above initialization, the fitness of each
plant is evaluated based on their corresponding objective
functions of fobj(CPi). Each plant is arranged in ascend-
ing order and then divided into k groups, forming the
set S=[G1G2. . .Gi. . .Gk]T with each group represented as
Gi=[CPiCPi+k. . .CPn−k+i]T . The next phase involves the
exploration of feasible solutions, where each plant undergoes
growth proportional to its fitness, analogous to the conversion
of prey into nutrients. Should a plant exhibit improved fitness,
it supersedes its predecessor in the ongoing process.

TABLE 9. Test outcome of method 2 under various parameter
combinations.

TABLE 10. Test outcome of method 3 under various parameter
combinations.

Subsequently, an ε is randomly generated and compared
with cpol to ascertain the mode of pollination. To sustain
a set of solutions characterized by elevated average fitness,
the objective values of the latter 50% of weaker plant are
discarded. A counter is used to keep track of the number
of epochs in which the objective function value of the best
solution remains unchanged. If the counter exceeds a prede-
termined threshold, it signals the occurrence of flooding event
and the survival rate rs is meanwhile applied to eliminate
weaker solutions. Note that for each iteration, the fitness
of carnivorous plant is updated using the aforementioned
computational procedures until the convergence criterion is
satisfied.

VI. NUMERICAL TESTS
To evaluate the effectiveness of this proposed approach, the
study applies the method to a sample system of 10 DTRs
as well as a real system of 35 DTRs in a city located in
southern Taiwan. The program is executed on an Intel Core
i7-9700 @4.7 GHz with 16 GB of memory. Test 2 lists the
parameters for evaluating the method, where the new Taiwan
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FIGURE 13. Results during 20 times of simulation.

TABLE 11. Test outcome of method 3 under various parameter
combinations.

dollar is abbreviated as NTD. These values were obtained
from an existing database and validated through discussions
with utility engineers, yet they may vary depending on the
location.

A. TEST 1
In this case, the proposed method is evaluated on a 11.4 kV
test system consisting of 10 DTRs. Table 3 shows the test
data of DTRs, and Fig. 8 depicts the location of each DTR
and maintenance center. Due to the considerable number of
load data, this study only lists the peak load that affects the
insulation life with the highest degree.

Based on aforementioned data, four scenarios are exam-
ined. Scenario 1 considers the maintenance cost, scenario
2 concerns the service reliability, scenario 3 observes the
insulation life loss, and scenario 4 takes all of them into
considerations. In this case, a total of 3-6 DTRs are allowed
to inspect while only one DTR can be overhauled per year.
For all tested scenarios, the maximum number of iterations
is set to 1000. The results of all test systems have been
discussed with utility engineers to confirm their suitability.
The initial population of the method is set at 200 and divided
into 10 groups.

Fig. 9 shows the inspection and maintenance schedule
result. By setting w2 = w3 = 0, scenario 1 focuses on the
maintenance cost, and each DTR is inspected every three
years. Then, by considering the service reliability in sce-
nario 2, the frequency of inspection task is seen increased.
Next, as scenario 3 primarily examines the insulation life
loss, the DTR #2 and #6 are overhauled earlier since they are
operated at a larger peak load with a longer hour of operation.
Finally, as the scheduled results of scenario 4 indicates, the
number of inspections for each DTR is set to be 1 or 2 times
per year, reducing the maintenance cost and keeping the
reliability at an acceptable level. For this scenario 4, the DTR
#2 is overhauled at the first year since the high peak load, the

long operating time and the last inspection time occurred back
to 3 years ago. It is also worth noting that the next inspection
time for DTR #10 is arranged at the third year since the DTR
#10 can be inspected simultaneously with DTR # 6, #7 and #8
nearby such that the overall inspection route can be reduced.

Table 4 shows the scheduled results of scenario 1-4. It is
seen that the schedule obtained under scenario 1 comes with
the lowest maintenance cost, scenario 2 reaches the lowest
value of SAIDI, scenario 3 presents the lowest insulation
life loss, and scenario 4 exhibits a balance in each objective
function.

B. TEST 2
In this case, the maintenance scheduling including the effect
of salt corrosion is investigated. A 11.4 kV distribution sys-
tem consisting of 35 DTRs is served as the test sample.
Fig. 10 shows the location of DTRs and Table 5 shows the
operation data. The map is divided into severe and light
salt corrosion area depending on their equivalent salt deposit
density (ESDD) [39]. For this test, a total number of 12-18
DTRs is inspected, while that of 2-3 DTRs is overhauled
each year. It is also noted that the overhaul task needs to be
finished within 12 years, and each DTR should be inspected
at least once every three years. There are two scenarios for
the arrangement of maintenance schedule. While scenario
1 neglects the impact of salt corrosion, the scenario 2 takes
the salt corrosion into consideration.

Fig. 11 shows the inspection and overhaul schedule
of 35 DTRs. The inspection frequency of DTRs in severe salt
corrosion area in scenario 2 is higher than that in scenario
1. This figure also indicates that the inspection could be
performed every year for scenario 2, and twice per three years
for scenario 1. Table 6 lists the scheduled results of scenario
1 and 2. The inspection cost of scenario 2 is higher than that
of scenario 1 since a higher inspection frequency is required
for the DTR allocated in the salt corrosion area. Fig.12 shows
the averaged failure rate of each DTR. This simulation result
confirms the feasibility of the approach for the maintenance
scheduling of DTRs at different levels of salt-corrosion areas.

Table 7 lists the comparison of methods based on the
inspection of DTR annually and overhauls it every 12 years.
While the proposed method has a 15.97% higher value of
SAIDI compared to the conventional method, it also offers a
36.52% reduction in inspection cost and a 22.61% reduction
in insulation life loss. These results reveal that the proposed
method reduces the burden of inspection labor at a limited
decrease in reliability.

Continuing with the performance comparison of algo-
rithms, the study refers to the accumulated experience in the
research process, selects several feasible parameter ranges,
and conducts combination verification [9]. Each combina-
tion of parameters undergoes 20 simulations by taking the
scenario 4 in test 1 as the common reference. Table 8-10
lists the averaged objective values under various combination
of parameters. As listed in Table 8 for Method 1 (genetic
algorithm), its smallest objective value occurs when the initial
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crossover rate decreases from 0.9 to 0.7 while the mutation
probability reduces from 0.2 to 0.005. Then, for the perfor-
mance evaluation of Method 2 (particle swarm optimization)
as listed in Table 9, the smallest objective value takes place
when the weight parameter w, acceleration parameter c1 and
c2 are set at 1, 0.5 and 0.5. Next, based on the outcome
of Method 3 (proposed method) as listed in Table 10, the
smallest objective value appears when the group number k
is set at 10, the growth parameter cg is 0.5, the pollination
parameter cpol is 0.4, and the survival rate rs is 0.75.
Fig. 13 presents the comparison results of methods. Each

method runs 20 times, with a maximum of 1000 epochs.
Table 11 summarizes a summary of the simulation results.
In Test 1, there is an insignificant variation of objective
values among the methods. However, in Test 2, the difference
between the maximum and minimum objective values of
Method 1 and 2 is larger than that ofMethod 3. It is concluded
that although Method 3 is not the fastest, it offers a rela-
tively stable solution search compared to the other methods,
confirming the robustness of the method.

VII. CONCLUSION
This paper proposes a novel approach of maintenance
scheduling of distribution transformers using the carnivo-
rous plant growth-based optimization approach. The method
incorporates local search, global search, and local escape to
further enhance its effectiveness. The approach was tested on
two systems with different numbers of transformers and com-
pared with other methods under various scenarios. The test
results of this study can serve as useful decision support for
transformer maintenance planning and development, offering
a promising new alternative for power grid applications.

REFERENCES
[1] Taiwan Power Company, Taipei, Taiwan. (2021). Corporate

Sustainability Report. [Online]. Available: https://www.taipower.
com.tw/upload/4461/2021110516202469521.pdf

[2] 2021 Annual Report, Occupational Safety and Health Administration,
Ministry Labor, Taipei, Taiwan, 2021.

[3] N. L. Dehghani, Y. M. Darestani, and A. Shafieezadeh, ‘‘Optimal
life-cycle resilience enhancement of aging power distribution systems:
A MINLP-based preventive maintenance planning,’’ IEEE Access, vol. 8,
pp. 22324–22334, 2020.

[4] K. Masteri, B. Venkatesh, and W. Freitas, ‘‘A fuzzy optimization model
for distribution system asset planning with energy storage,’’ IEEE Trans.
Power Syst., vol. 33, no. 5, pp. 5114–5123, Sep. 2018.

[5] H. A. R. Ardabili, M.-R. Haghifam, and S. M. Abedi, ‘‘A stochastic
Markov model for maintenance scheduling in the presence of online mon-
itoring system,’’ IEEE Trans. Power Del., vol. 37, no. 4, pp. 2831–2842,
Aug. 2022.

[6] A. Kolsal and A. Ozdemir, ‘‘Improved transformer maintenance plan for
reliability centered asset management of power transmission system,’’ IET
Generat., Transmiss. Distrib., vol. 10, no. 8, pp. 1976–1983, 2016.

[7] J. Zhong, W. Li, C. Wang, J. Yu, and R. Xu, ‘‘Determining optimal
inspection intervals in maintenance considering equipment aging failures,’’
IEEE Trans. Power Syst., vol. 32, no. 2, pp. 1474–1482, Mar. 2017.

[8] S. Lalljith, I. Fleming, U. Pillay, K. Naicker, Z. J. Naidoo, and A. K. Saha,
‘‘Applications of flower pollination algorithm in electrical power systems:
A review,’’ IEEE Access, vol. 10, pp. 8924–8947, 2022.

[9] J. Wang, P. Zhang, H. Zhang, H. Song, J. Bei, W. Sun, and X. Sun, ‘‘A car-
nivorous plant algorithm with heuristic decoding method for traveling
salesman problem,’’ IEEE Access, vol. 10, pp. 97142–97164, 2022.

[10] Y. S. Raghav, Mradula, R. Varshney, U. M. Modibbo, A. A. H. Ahmadini,
and I. Ali, ‘‘Estimation and optimization for system availability under
preventive maintenance,’’ IEEE Access, vol. 10, pp. 94337–94353, 2022.

[11] L. Zhou, J. Wang, L. Wang, S. Yuan, L. Huang, D. Wang, and L. Guo,
‘‘A method for hot-spot temperature prediction and thermal capacity
estimation for traction transformers in high-speed railway based on
genetic programming,’’ IEEE Trans. Transport. Electrific., vol. 5, no. 4,
pp. 1319–1328, Dec. 2019.

[12] C. He, R. Cheng, C. Zhang, Y. Tian, Q. Chen, and X. Yao, ‘‘Evolutionary
large-scale multiobjective optimization for ratio error estimation of voltage
transformers,’’ IEEE Trans. Evol. Comput., vol. 24, no. 5, pp. 868–881,
Oct. 2020.

[13] M. Dong, H. Zheng, Y. Zhang, K. Shi, S. Yao, X. Kou, G. Ding, and
L. Guo, ‘‘A novel maintenance decisionmakingmodel of power transform-
ers based on reliability and economy assessment,’’ IEEE Access, vol. 7,
pp. 28778–28790, 2019.

[14] J. Fu, A. Núñez, and B. D. Schutter, ‘‘A short-term preventive maintenance
scheduling method for distribution networks with distributed generators
and batteries,’’ IEEE Trans. Power Syst., vol. 36, no. 3, pp. 2516–2531,
May 2021.

[15] H. Mirsaeedi, A. Fereidunian, S. M. Mohammadi-Hosseininejad,
P. Dehghanian, and H. Lesani, ‘‘Long-term maintenance scheduling and
budgeting in electricity distribution systems equipped with automatic
switches,’’ IEEE Trans. Ind. Informat., vol. 14, no. 5, pp. 1909–1919,
May 2018.

[16] Z. Chen, L. Zhang, G. Tian, and E. A. Nasr, ‘‘Economic maintenance plan-
ning of complex systems based on discrete artificial bee colony algorithm,’’
IEEE Access, vol. 8, pp. 108062–108071, 2020.

[17] C. B. Pop, T. Cioara, I. Anghel, M. Antal, V. R. Chifu, C. Antal,
and I. Salomie, ‘‘Review of bio-inspired optimization applications in
renewable-powered smart grids: Emerging population-based metaheuris-
tics,’’ Energy Rep., vol. 8, pp. 11769–11798, Nov. 2022.

[18] K. Yin, B. Tang, M. Li, and H. Zhao, ‘‘A multi-objective opti-
mization approach based on an enhanced particle swarm optimiza-
tion algorithm with evolutionary game theory,’’ IEEE Access, vol. 11,
pp. 77566–77584, 2023.

[19] D. H.Wolpert andW. G. Macready, ‘‘No free lunch theorems for optimiza-
tion,’’ IEEE Trans. Evol. Comput., vol. 1, no. 1, pp. 67–82, Apr. 1997.

[20] J. Wang, J. Li, H. Song, J. Bei, H. Zhang, and P. Zhang, ‘‘A carnivorous
plant algorithm with Lévy mutation and similarity-removal operation and
its applications,’’ Expert Syst. Appl., vol. 224, Mar. 2023, Art. no. 119992.

[21] K. M. Ong, P. Ong, and C. K. Sia, ‘‘A carnivorous plant algorithm for solv-
ing global optimization problems,’’ Appl. Soft Comput., vol. 98, Jan. 2021,
Art. no. 106833.

[22] Y. T. Lin, W. F. Su, S. J. Huang, P. S. Chiu, K. T. Wu, and C. C. Wei,
‘‘A study on maintenance management for distribution transformers of
electrical power system,’’Monthly J. Taipower’s Eng., vol. 836, pp. 66–76,
Apr. 2018.

[23] L. Wang, B. Cao, H. Mei, C. Zhao, and Z. Guan, ‘‘Effects of natural con-
tamination components on the surface conductivity under saturated mois-
ture,’’ IEEE Trans. Dielectr. Electr. Insul., vol. 24, no. 5, pp. 2945–2951,
Oct. 2017.

[24] W. Huang, C. Shao, M. Dong, B. Hu, W. Zhang, Y. Sun, K. Xie, andW. Li,
‘‘Modeling the aging-dependent reliability of transformers considering the
individualized aging threshold and lifetime,’’ IEEE Trans. Power Del.,
vol. 37, no. 6, pp. 4631–4645, Dec. 2022.

[25] M. Dong and A. B. Nassif, ‘‘Combining modified Weibull distribution
models for power system reliability forecast,’’ IEEE Trans. Power Syst.,
vol. 34, no. 2, pp. 1610–1619, Mar. 2019.

[26] D. Martin, J. Marks, T. K. Saha, O. Krause, and N. Mahmoudi, ‘‘Investi-
gation into modeling Australian power transformer failure and retirement
statistics,’’ IEEE Trans. Power Del., vol. 33, no. 4, pp. 2011–2019,
Aug. 2018.

[27] B. O. Mkandawire, N. M. Ijumba, and A. K. Saha, ‘‘Component risk
trending based on systems thinking incorporating Markov and Weibull
inferences,’’ IEEE Syst. J., vol. 9, no. 4, pp. 1185–1196, Dec. 2015.

[28] B. Dong, Z. Zhang, N. Xiang, H. Yang, S. Xu, and T. Cheng, ‘‘AC flashover
voltage model for polluted suspension insulators and an experimental
investigation in salt fog,’’ IEEE Access, vol. 8, pp. 187411–187418, 2020.

[29] Selection and Dimensioning of High-Voltage Insulators Intended for Use
in Polluted Conditions—Part 1: Definitions, Information and General
Principles, Standard IEC TS 60815-1, 2008.

VOLUME 12, 2024 51317



S.-J. Huang, P.-S. Chiu: Enhancement of Maintenance Scheduling of Distribution Transformers

[30] B. Cao, L.Wang, and F. Yin, ‘‘A low-cost evaluation and correctionmethod
for the soluble salt components of the insulator contamination layer,’’ IEEE
Sensors J., vol. 19, no. 13, pp. 5266–5273, Jul. 2019.

[31] Q. Zhao, X. Jia, and B. Guo, ‘‘Parameter estimation for the two-parameter
exponentiated Weibull distribution based on multiply type-I censored
data,’’ IEEE Access, vol. 7, pp. 45485–45493, 2019.

[32] J.Wang andH.Yin, ‘‘Failure rate predictionmodel of substation equipment
based on Weibull distribution and time series analysis,’’ IEEE Access,
vol. 7, pp. 85298–85309, 2019.

[33] Y. Shang, W. Wu, J. Liao, J. Guo, J. Su, W. Liu, and Y. Huang,
‘‘Stochastic maintenance schedules of active distribution networks based
on monte-carlo tree search,’’ IEEE Trans. Power Syst., vol. 35, no. 5,
pp. 3940–3952, Sep. 2020.

[34] Y. Cui, L. Zhu, S. Ji, P. Cao, and F. Zhang, ‘‘Partial discharge development
in needle-plane configuration of oil-paper insulation under AC volt-
age,’’ IEEE Trans. Dielectr. Electr. Insul., vol. 24, no. 4, pp. 2469–2476,
Sep. 2017.

[35] D. Feng, L. Yang, R. Liao, L. Zhou, and Y. Lin, ‘‘Effect of moisture content
on the production and partitioning of furfural in oil-paper insulation,’’ IEEE
Trans. Dielectr. Electr. Insul., vol. 25, no. 6, pp. 2389–2397, Dec. 2018.

[36] L. Zhou, W. Liao, D. Wang, Y. Cui, L. Wang, L. Zhang, and L. Guo,
‘‘Experimental studies on the estimated life of oil-immersed insulation
paper in traction transformers,’’ IEEE Trans. Power Del., vol. 36, no. 5,
pp. 2646–2657, Oct. 2021.

[37] R. Soni, P. Chakrabarti, Z. Leonowicz, M. Jasinski, K. Wieczorek, and
V. Bolshev, ‘‘Estimation of life cycle of distribution transformer in context
to furan content formation, pollution index, and dielectric strength,’’ IEEE
Access, vol. 9, pp. 37456–37465, 2021.

[38] IEEE Guide for Loading Mineral Oil Immersed Transformers and Step-
Voltage Regulators, IEEE Standard C57.91-2011, Mar. 2012.

[39] C. J. Hsu, N. F. Hong, C. H. Lin, F. H. Hsieh, and C. Lee, ‘‘The salt-
fog guard methods of transmission line for Taiwan area,’’ in Proc. 31st
Symp. Electr. Power Eng., Dec. 2010, pp. 2096–2099.

SHYH-JIER HUANG (Senior Member, IEEE)
received the Ph.D. degree in electrical engineer-
ing from the University of Washington, Seattle,
in 1994. He is a Distinguished Professor with the
Department of Electrical Engineering, National
Cheng Kung University, Tainan, Taiwan. His cur-
rent areas of interests include energy conversion,
industrial electronics, and signal-processing appli-
cations. He has won the Outstanding Research
Award from the National Science Council of

Taiwan, in 2004; the Outstanding Electrical Engineering Professor Award
from the Chinese Institute of Electrical Engineering, in 2005; and the Out-
standing Technical Achievement Award from IEEE Tainan Section, in 2016.
He served as the IEEE Taipei Chapter Chair for the IEEE Power Engineering
Society, from 2002 to 2003.

PEI-SHUO CHIU received the B.S. degree in elec-
trical engineering from the National Taiwan Uni-
versity of Science and Technology, Taipei, Taiwan,
in 2016, and the M.S. degree in electrical engi-
neering from the National Cheng Kung University,
Tainan, Taiwan, in 2018, where he is currently
pursuing the Ph.D. degree. His research inter-
ests include power system operation and control,
distribution system analysis, and computational
intelligence applications.

51318 VOLUME 12, 2024


