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ABSTRACT This article investigates the complementary frequency selective surface based metasurface
structure that operates at 0.82 THz frequency. Various metasurface structures with single and multi-layered
substrates have been reported in literature for sixth generation systems. Here, we review various poten-
tial metasurface structures for THz communication. Moreover, a dual complementary loop integrated
three-legged structure and related loop integrated metasurface has been studied. The complementary loop
integrated is embossed on a polydimethylsiloxane substrate to achieve better angular stability over 0◦ to
85◦ with a maximum frequency deviation of 0.05%. The choice of substrate is also investigated with their
flexibility and suitability for THz frequency. The equivalent circuit model we analyzed for complementary
loop integrated and conventional approaches. The results depict that the complementary structure can achieve
better angular stability over the incident angle of 0◦ to 85◦ for both TE and TM modes.

INDEX TERMS Angular stability, equivalent circuit model, frequency selective surface, loop structure,
metasurface, THz communication.

I. INTRODUCTION
Recently, metasurface have attracted a significant deal of
attention [1], [2], [3], [4], [5], [6], [7], [8], [9], [10]. Metasur-
face are innovative unreal materials with special features that
are not typically present in nature. Initial instances of these
were synthetic dielectrics in the setting of electromagnetics.
The term ‘‘metasurface’’ refers to a periodic/aperiodic struc-
ture in which the dimension and periodicity of its specific
components are comparatively small in relation to the oper-
ating wavelength. These 2-Dimensional structures can also
be further subclassified as a reflecting screen with several
apertures is referred to as a meta screen, and distinct indi-
vidual scatterers are referred to as meta films [11]. However,
the available literature has not typically supported this classi-
fication. In order to modulate the electromagnetic response
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of the surface, metasurface can alternatively be thought of
as an array of sub-wavelength resonant scatterers [12]. The
arrangement of specific scatterers plays an important part
in surface response. These characteristics discriminate the
metasurface from conventional Frequency Selective Surface
(FSS). And another way is that each component of a metasur-
face is sub-wavelength than conventional FSS are on the order
of operating wavelength. The structure for metasurface can
be thought of as traditional homogeneous structures because
of their sub-wavelength nature, which makes it possible to
characterize their reaction with useful parameters. The thin
size of metasurface emphasis the presence of the angular
stability and polarizations stability. Normally, the periodic
array structure has the capability to change the performances
of the Electromagnetic waves (EM). When the polarization
or incident EM waves changes, the structure of the surface
will show different performances. This is the most case
should be considered for designing the FSS structure or any
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other array structures. In [13], an analytical strategy based
on the reflection and transmission dualistic is presented.
Using the electric and magnetic surface, general surface
transition circumstances enable the composite distribution
of the meta-elements to be changed with boundary condi-
tions [14]. Using, this homogenization technique leaky-wave
antennas [15]; fractal metasurface [16]; and non-linear meta-
surface [17] has been designed. It is important to note that
aperiodic element arrangements have been used in reflect-
array design. Each component is made to inform the correct
phase shift to give a reflected beam the desired direction.
In [18], [19], [20], and [21], some examples are shown.
Each specific unit cell may be spatially changed because
the metasurface sheet’s reaction is supported on the limited
performance of each unit [22].

In this study, the structures of metasurface and their perfor-
mances will be covered. Generally, the structure of FSS can
also be used to design the metasurface elements. According
to Munk’s idea, few FSS elements have different character-
istics depends on the shape and structure of the elements.
Further from the study of structure, the paper proceeds with
unique simple layer transmitting FSS with greater angular
stability and polarization insensitivity with the integration
of loop and non-loop structure. The integration of loop and
non-loop designs from different FSS groups facilitates the
stable resonance frequency over a wide incident angle of 0◦ to
85◦ for both the modes of operations. In addition, the derived
equivalent circuit model helps to understand the transmission
mechanism of the proposed dual complementary loop inte-
grated three-legged structure.

II. LITERATURE SURVEY
Basically, there are various array elements are used for meta-
surface designs. They are depending on basic element type,
meander line structure and fractal structure. Firstly, structure
based on element type contains groups of element structures
and its performances are shown in Table 1.

Conventionally, the group 3 complementary planes [23]
and circular ring patches [24] are used to attain the specific
band frequencies in oblique angles of incidence. Generally,
choosing a group 2 type of elements with a greater loop area
is helpful and it improves the bandwidth [25]. Simple circular
loops [26] and square loops [27] have been used to advance
loaded elements with three or four legs [28]; hexagonal
loop [29] designs are advantageous for wideband applica-
tions. FSS reaches the resonance when the circumference of
the loop element approaches a whole wavelength. It has been
discovered that altering the shape of these loop elements—
loaded three- or four-legged components, which are narrow
band, and hexagon loops, which are ultra-wideband—allows
for the achievement of a wide range of bandwidth. For
instances, Cross-folded element [30] and convoluted square
loop [31] structure stabilize the FSS resonant frequency at
any angle between 0◦ to 60◦ degrees.
Anchor-shaped and four-legged loop [32] elements also

have better angular stability and dual-band performance [33].

TABLE 1. Performance metrices of various structures.

The miniaturized loop element in [34] and [35] attains stable
resonance frequency for WLAN applications for incident
angles 0◦ to 60◦. Still, the range of incident angles is not suf-
ficient for some applications. For some applications demand
miniaturized structure, for that meander line concept was
initially invented. Due to this technique, electrical length
can be increased with tiny structures [36]. Even though,
it reduces the overall size of the structure also reduces the
band coverage, frequency shifting with incident angle and
complex analysis and modelling of the structure. Nowadays,
fractal structures are preferred to design the iterative method
structure for multi-band operations, compactness and also
achieved operating frequency response.

There are various self-similarity structures [37] are used for
many wideband applications. Another systematic method for
improving angular performance is the multilayer technique.
With compact FSS, two meandering wire resonators coupled
together and separated by a thin substrate offer angular sta-
bility up to 80 degrees. [38]. A Three-dimensional (3)-D)
structure is a multilayer structure to obtain stable operating
frequency responses for incident angles 0◦ to 85◦. In [39], a
3D 4-legged loaded loop is projected to retain the operating
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frequency constant. However, the multilayer structures [40]
improves the angular stability performance, but it is a com-
plex development process. This study process gives the
knowledge of the periodic basic loop structures are simple
for wide band applications, angular stability, andminiaturized
structure. Here, we proceed the paper with combinations of
structure to achieve the appropriate performance.

III. COMPLEMENTARY LOOP-BASED STRUCTURE AND
ITS PERFORMANCE
According to the theory in [41], spacing between the ele-
ments and their structures affects the angular stability of the
FSS. In common, huge spacing between the elements in FSS
results in grating lobes, whereas small layout contributes
stability in operating frequency with incident angles. Even
though small design can expand the angular stability of FSSs,
the effect is confined. As declared above, the loop element
structure has good angular stability and is miniaturized in
size than the other basic structures of the unit cell. Therefore,
loop elements are used in FSS design to attain better angular
stability.

Initially, we deliberately chose to design square loop meta-
surface because of their high level of customizability and
substrate’s electrical thickness be smaller than thewavelength
at the resonant frequency for getting optimal functionality.
This ensures that the substrate can induce spatially uniform
fields, resulting in an invariant response to electromagnetic
waves at oblique angles. Also, this allowed us to modify
their properties to perform specific functions such as focus-
ing, beam steering, or filtering. With the ability to adjust
the geometry of the loops, these metasurface were tailored
to meet our specific design requirements. Therefore, com-
plementary square loop (CSL) elements are etched on a
Polydimethylsiloxane (PDMS) with a thickness of 15µm
shown in Fig. 1a.
Generally, the symmetric current distribution pattern is

an essential factor in stabilizing the transmission behavior
of the metasurface. This helps ensure that the transmit-
ted waves exhibit consistent characteristics for all incident
angles. To achieve this, we need to focus on minimizing
any asymmetric effects that could lead to fluctuations in the
transmission response. Thus, we propose a new structure
that maximizes angular stability for the operating frequency.
From the current distribution of Fig.1a, the CSL has a sym-
metric high current only at the edges of the structure. And
Fig. 1b and 1c shows the s-parameter results of incident
angles 0◦ to 85◦ with some frequency drifts.

To enhance the angular stability, higher deviation in res-
onant frequency and reduces the square loop limitations
including a high coupling effect between elements due to its
symmetric structural property.We employed a combined loop
metasurface, which integrates the square loop and octago-
nal loop. This approach provides improved angular stability,
reduced resonance frequency deviation, and lower coupling
between elements compared to a traditional square loopmeta-
surface, making it highly effective in wireless applications.

FIGURE 1. (a) Complementary square loop (CSL) structure and its current
distribution of CSL Unit cell (b) Incident angle analysis of TE mode
(c) Incident angle analysis of TM mode.

Normally, octagonal loop metasurface has ability to reduce
coupling between neighboring elements and significantly
enhancing the overall precision and performance of the meta-
surface. So, the octagonal loop is integrated with the CSL
to form a dual complementary loop (DCL) structure and its
current distribution provides a higher current distribution,
especially at the edges of the structure shown in Fig. 2a.,
than the square loop metasurface. Fig. 2b and Fig. 2c shows
the results in a stable resonance frequency at 0.82 THz with
lesser frequency deviations (0.0084 THz and 0.0272 THz)
when compared with CSL for both polarizations, as shown
in figure 4. Our integrated loop structure ensured that electro-
magnetic waves transmitted from the sourcewere polarized in
a specific direction, resulting in significantly reduced signal
degradation and improved overall transmission quality. Fig. 4
curve shows the stable resonance frequency at 0.82 THz with
lesser frequency deviations (0.0084 THz and 0.0272 THz)
when compared with CSL for both polarizations.

Also, we utilized three-legged metasurface at the center
to adjust the phases and shapes of the transmitted waves,

29902 VOLUME 12, 2024



M. Selvaraj et al.: Study of Complementary Loop Integrated Metasurface for 6G THz Communication

FIGURE 2. (a) Dual complementary loop (DCL) structure and its current
distribution (b) Incident angle analysis of TE mode (c) Incident angle
analysis of TM mode.

precisely steering them towards the intended receiver, even
in the presence of obstacles or interference. The adjustable
legs enable fine-tuning of the metasurface’s response to
incident angles, ensuring stable and reliable performance
across a wide range of viewing directions and incident
angles.

Therefore, integrating the three-legged structure with DCL
forms DCLITL, and its current distributions as shown in
Fig. 3a, it represents a high symmetric current throughout
the structure. A symmetric current distribution pattern in a
proposed structure facilitates stable transmission behaviors
by ensuring uniform phase control, minimizing unwanted
scattering, and grating lobes, improving impedance match-
ing, and enhancing predictability in wavefront manipulation.
This symmetry contributes to robust performance, mak-
ing the structure less sensitive to variations in incident
conditions [49]. Additionally, the simplicity of symmetric
designs aids in easier fabrication and integration, promoting
consistent and reliable transmission properties for diverse

FIGURE 3. (a) Three-legged structure with OCSL and its current
distribution (b) Incident angle analysis of TE mode (c) Incident angle
analysis of TM mode.

FIGURE 4. Angular mean deviation chart for different design
configurations.

applications in electromagnetic wave manipulation. The
three-legged structure with OCSL can obtain symmetric cur-
rent distribution due to its closed-loop nature and three-legger
structure has equal lengths and similar shapes for each leg,
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TABLE 2. Dimensions of the proposed unit cell.

ensuring that the currents experience similar conditions and
interactions. This uniformity in the current distribution helps
in achieving symmetric electromagnetic responses. The legs
and loop interact in a way that promotes balanced current
distribution throughout the structure. The etched slots create
discontinuities in the metasurface, leading to changes in the
distribution of surface currents. Currents may be concen-
trated around the edges of the slots [50]. Updating each
configuration geometry of the metasurface can impact the
distribution of electromagnetic currents. With the proposed
DCLTIL structure, the angular stabilitymaximizeswith lower
frequency deviations shown in Fig. 3b and Fig. 3c results. The
maximum frequency deviation for DCLITL is 0.0036 THz
and 0.02 THz for TE and TM cases, respectively, as shown in
figure 4.
Here, the overall size of the unit cell (DCLITL) is main-

tained as CSL and OCSL. The micro dimensions of the
DCLITL are listed in table 2.
The mean of frequency deviation from operating fre-

quency of each incident angle variation is called as Angle
Mean Deviation (AMD). The proper selection of the struc-
ture helps to reduce variations in resonance frequency
at various incident angle. The Angle Mean Deviation
(AMD) can be used to calculate the frequency deviation,
and it can determine the angular stability for TE and
TM modes of operation under varying incidence angles
using (1) [51],

δfas =

∑n

i=0

f normalr − f air
nf normalr

×100% (1)

where fas, f normalr , f air and n are the deviation of the res-
onating frequency, resonating frequency at normal incidence
angle, the resonating frequency at various incidence angles,
and number incidence angle, respectively. Even though the
metasurface structure itself is symmetric, the incident wave
conditions may not be symmetric [49]. Though the proposed
structure is symmetric, there is slight variation in frequency
due to various incident angles (0◦ to 85◦) at both TE and TM
modes of polarizations.

IV. EQUIVALENT CIRCUIT MODEL FOR THE PROPOSED
STRUCTURE UNITS
To analyze and validate the proposed structure, an analytical
method such as the Equivalent Circuit Model (ECM) method
helps to prove the design performances. This provides a sim-
plified electrical representation of the metasurface structure.
And the ECM for a metasurface is a simplified represen-
tation that captures the essential electrical properties of the
structure. It allows us to analyze and understand the Meta

FIGURE 5. Equivalent circuit for CSL.

FIGURE 6. Equivalent circuit model for DCLITL.

surface’s behavior in terms of electrical components [52].
The capacitor and inductor elements commonly used in meta-
surface modeling to explain the physical interpretation of
the equivalent circuit model. Normally, capacitors represent
the storage of electric charge. It can model the capacitance
associated with the gaps or spaces betweenmetallic elements.
The capacitance influences the response of the metasurface
to electromagnetic waves. Inductors in the equivalent circuit
model represent the inductive behavior of the metasurface.
This can arise from the loops or spiral structures within the
unit cells. Inductive elements play a role in shaping the meta
surface’s response to varying electromagnetic fields.

According to this theory, the ECM for the proposed struc-
ture is construct. The capacitors are connected in the gap
between the metallic elements and inductors are connected
in the conducting spaces.

In [27], a conventional formula is specified to calculate the
equivalent circuit elements of metal layers. The same formu-
las can be used to calculate the inductance and capacitance
values of CSL. Using the basic formulas from (2) to (8),
the equivalent circuit model for CSL is modelled with the
combinations of inductors and capacitors shown in Fig.5.

L1 =
XL11
Z0

= cos θF(p, g, λ , θ) (2)

k = p− 2 s, l = d − 2s (3)

U =
XL21
Z0

=
k
p
cos θF(p, l, λ , θ) (4)

L2 =
XL22
Z0

= U +
s

l + g
L1 (5)

L =
C1

Y0
= 4sec θF(p, d, λ , θ) (6)
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FIGURE 7. Comparison results of proposed structure with the equivalent
circuit mode.

TABLE 3. Values of lumped elements of DCLITL.

M =
C2

Y0
= 4sec θF(d − s, s, λ , θ) (7)

C1 =
C
Y0

= (1.75 L + 0.6 M )εeff (8)

In Equation.1, XL11 denotes the inductance of the outer
square loop with width g. XL21 in 3 denotes the inductance of
the inner square with l (2), which can be multiplied with k (2).
Here, XL22 is an inductance influenced by 3. The capacitance
value of the slotted square loop is attained from 5 (capacity
between thickness g and length d) and 6 (capacitor between
thickness g and inner square).

The value of the inductance and capacitance are
L1=0.3pH, L2=0.75pH, C1=37.8293fF. By using CSL
equivalent circuit, the CFSS (DCLITL) can be optimized,
as shown in Fig. 6. The elements in the CFSS can be separated
into two parts as capacitive part and the inductive part.
For the various incident angles for both the polarization,
the parts in the element with the E-field are said to be the
inductive part, and the remaining part is the capacitive part.
Considering [38], the capacitive and inductive parts achieve
the capacitance C and inductance L, respectively. The L and
C values can be calculated and tabulated for normal incident
angles in Table 3. Further, the model has been designed using
an EM simulation tool. Fig. 7 shows good agreement with
the proposed structure and equivalent circuit model. Thus,
the proposed work is mathematically proved that it works as
transmission surface.

V. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
Various analyses such as configuration, parameter, meta-
surface, and array analysis are performed to study the
characteristics of proposed FSS structures. The analysis is
explained in detail in the following paragraphs.

FIGURE 8. Comparison results of proposed structure with the equivalent
circuit mode.

FIGURE 9. (a) Bandwidth enhancement vs. slot width (b) Bandwidth
enhancement vs. G.

A. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROPOSED UNIT CELL
The reflection coefficients of the different configurations
of the proposed unit cell are shown in Fig. 8. At various
oblique incidence angles, the suggested DCLITL struc-
ture achieved a wider impedance bandwidth of 23.08 %
than the CSL and higher angular stability and polarization
insensitivity.
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FIGURE 10. (a) Effective permittivity (b) Effective Permeability.

B. PARAMETERS’ INFLUENCE ON UNIT CELL ANALYSIS
The shape of FSS allows formodification of both its operating
frequency and operational bandwidth. As a result, the effects
of altering the outer square loop’s width and the CSL’s G
value have been investigated. Fig. 9(a-b) displays the band-
width improvement for various square slot width dimensions
and G. The resonating wavelength is set to be almost exactly
equal to the loop’s perimeter. This study reveals the connec-
tion between loop diameter and impedance bandwidth.

C. METASURFACE ANALYSIS
Effective permeability and permittivity’s amplitudes are
shown in Figs. 10a and 10b, respectively. The frequency
response at 0.8 GHz has negative peaks in the effective
medium. From 0.7 THz, the permeability curve in Fig. 12b
produces negative actual values. The suggested meta-surface
has left-handed properties because it possesses negative per-
meability and permittivity at 0.8 THz.

D. S-PARAMETER ANALYSIS ON ARRAY SIZE
Due to metasurface characteristics, the array size (Fig. 11)
increases operating frequency is approximately the same.
Fig 12. curve shows the S-parameter analysis for 2 × 2,

FIGURE 11. Shows the various array geometry of the proposed structure.

FIGURE 12. S-Parameter analysis of array.

4 × 4, 8 × 8, and 16 × 16. The arrangement and spacing of
meta-atoms influence the impedance matching of the meta-
surface [53]. So, the proposed structure has little influence on
the performances of array geometry. The proposed metasur-
face resonates with a stable operating frequency of 0.82 THz
while increasing the array size.

To the author’s knowledge, single layer high angularly
stable transmitted metasurface were not available at THz
frequency. So, Table 4. demonstrates a comparative study of
existing structures [43], [44], [45], [46], [47], [48] with the
proposed DCLITL structure irrespective of functionality. The
parameters considered for the performance comparison are
the angular stability at TE and TM mode, Bandwidth, and
design configurations of the structures. The meta square ring
design and fractal design gave up to 60◦ the angular stability
for both the modes above. The square patch structures could
provide up to 60◦ angular stability but not for both modes
of operations. And papers [34], [35] provides up to 50◦ of
angular stability with multi-layer structures. The proposed
DCLITL gives up to 85◦ the angular stability with a 0.05%
maximum deviation. This could be achieved by combining a
dual complementary loop structure with a three-legged (non-
loop) design. The achieved range of angular stability evidence
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TABLE 4. Comparison between the existing structure and proposed
structure.

the suitability of DCLITL as a base for future high-frequency
antenna radomes for better control of transmitted electromag-
netic waves.

VI. CONCLUSION
Our article investigates the dual complementary loop inte-
grated three-legged metasurface structure that operates at
0.82 THz and has a wider impedance bandwidth of 260 GHz.
Throughout our study, we observed a maximum deviation of
only 0.05% on the frequency of operation for the entire angle
of incidence from 0◦ to 85◦. Our analysis of the metasurface
confirms that it is expandable to any sized array and can be
used as a reflecting surface. In this paper, we conducted a
comprehensive analysis in this work and presented our find-
ings. However, the DCLITL structure has angular stability
over a wide-angle, wide impedance bandwidth, and compact
structure, making it a viable option for future high-frequency
antenna radomes. It allows for better control of transmitted
electromagnetic waves and can be used for beam steering
applications.
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