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ABSTRACT To solve the problem of low accuracy and high computational resource consumption in finger
vein recognition, a finger vein recognition model based on ResNet with self-attention (FV-RSA) is proposed.
This model combines global focusing ability of self-attention mechanism and local feature extraction ability
of CNN, which improves recognition accuracy. To reduce the number of parameters and floating-point
operations, self-attention and convolution share linear projections by pointwise convolution. Self-attention
and CNN are fused in the convolution and self-attention (CASA) block connected by skip connection to
avoid gradient vanishing or gradient exploding. During the training phase, we use a variable learning rate
with cosine annealing to avoid falling into local optimum. Experiments show that the method works well on
the public database, which can not only improve the accuracy, but also reduce the number of parameters and

computational complexity.

INDEX TERMS Finger vein recognition, deep learning, ResNet, self-attention, variable learning rate.

I. INTRODUCTION

In today’s digital and information age, people’s awareness of
the protection of personal information is constantly strength-
ening. Traditional identity authentication technologies such
as magnetic card, certificate, password and other identity
identifiers, are easy to be lost and stolen, which can not meet
the needs of high security and confidentiality of personal
identity information. The convenience and reliability of
biometrics make them a prominent solution to tackle this
issue. The first-generation biometrics such as fingerprint
recognition [1], face recognition [2], and iris recognition [3]
have been successfully applied. However, they still have some
shortcomings. Surface features such as fingerprints are easily
damaged. Face recognition conditions are easily limited,
and features are not stable enough. Iris recognition is not
convenient enough. Voice features are not stable enough. All
of the above recognition methods have different degrees of
influence on the recognition results. Finger vein recognition
has the advantages of liveness recognition and internal
characteristics. Contactless identification is more hygienic.
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Compared with the first-generation biometric identification
technology, Finger vein recognition has higher security level,
which is more stable and difficult to forge characteristics.
Traditional finger vein recognition methods use a hand-
designed approach to extract features. Image processing and
statistic are mainly used, which generally extracting shallow
features. Kono et al. proposed firstly to use finger vein
features for identity authentication, which enhanced the vein
features by a background noise reduction filter. After the
corrected image was rotated, the normalized maximum value
of the cross-correlation was used to quantify the similarity
between the two vein features [4]. Miura et al. proposed
a repetitive linear tracking (RLT) algorithm based on local
grayscale differences in finger vein images to track and
extract vein curves pixel by pixel [5]. Later, they proposed
the maximum curvature (MC) algorithm to extract finger vein
features by searching the maximum value of the local cross-
section curvature of the image [6]. These two algorithms had
become the two classic algorithms in the field of finger vein
feature extraction. The negative average curvature points of
the valley-shaped structure based on the geometric shape of
the grayscale distribution of finger vein images was used to
extract finger vein features [7]. Asaari et al. used a modified
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Gaussian filter to extract vein texture features from the
acquired finger vein ROI images, and used the band-limited
phase correlation method to identify feature similarity. In the
recognition stage, they proposed the geometric feature of the
width centroid contour distance, which is related to the finger
vein texture feature fusion for matching recognition [8].
Traditional feature extraction methods require preprocessing,
which requires a lot of time. Traditional machine learning
methods such as SVM [9] and Multi-SVM [10] are used to
recognize finger vein, but the accuracy of these methods in
recognition are lower than other methods.

Deep learning method can be directly used to achieve end-
to-end recognition without too much manual intervention,
which can obtain deep features with better stability. Many
researchers have already done related work, such as FV-GAN
[11], FVRAS-Net [12]. In these works, several convolutional
neural network architectures were used. In recent years, the
transformer [13]architecture has performed well in the field
of computer vision. Some researchers used the transformer
architecture for finger vein recognition, such as FV-ViT
[14]. All convolution blocks are replaced by CNN mixed
transformer block in some methods, which is inefficient [15].
MobileVit [16] has proven by experiments that there is a lot
of redundancy in shallow layer. Transformer took up a lot
of computing resources, and it was proven to be even less
effective than convolution when the dataset is small [17].
These methods did not effectively use the core of transformer
which is self-attention mechanism. Convolutional neural
networks and attention blocks were used in some works,
which used channel attention or spatial attention, such
as ResNet+SE [18] and ECA-Resnet [19].These methods
can effectively improve the accuracy of recognition, but
some information is lost. CNN combined with self-attention
mechanism is necessary.

In order to increase the accuracy of finger vein recognition
and decrease the computational resource consumption of
the model, we propose ResNet with self-attention (FV-RSA)
model which is composed of convolution and self-attention
(CASA) blocks. The CASA block is shown in Fig.1, self-
attention is projected to queries, keys and values by pointwise
convolution [20], followed by calculating attention weights
and weighted sum of values. Convolution with k, x k> kernal
is decomposed into k22 pointwise convolutions, followed
by shift and summing values of feature maps for different
kernels. The CASA block combines global focusing ability of
self-attention and local feature extraction ability of CNN, and
achieves higher accuracy for finger vein recognition than both
the traditional convolutions and the self-attention. In terms
of the number of parameters and Flops, the CASA block
is more lightweight than traditional convolution and self-
attention. The CASA block simultaneously solves the two
problems of low accuracy and high computational resource
consumption. The learning rate of cosine decay is used, which
effectively speeds up the convergence of the fitting curve and
avoids falling into local optimum. The FV-RSA model has
the following three main contributions. Firstly, CASA block
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is used to improve feature extraction ability. Then pointwise
convolutions are shared to reduce the number of parameters
and computational complexity. Finally, The cosine annealing
algorithm is used to speeds up the convergence and avoid
falling into local optimum.

Il. DECOMPOSITION OF CNN AND SELF-ATTENTION
CNN and self-attention are decomposed into two steps. The
first step is pointwise convolution operation. Then the feature
maps are unfolded as queries, keys, and values for self-
attention. On the other hand, the feature maps are shifted and
summed for convolution.

A. DECOMPOSITION OF SELF-ATTENTION

Three pointwise convolutions are used to project. After the
pointwise convolution operations, the obtained feature maps
are unfolded respectively. which are converted to key, query
and value. The key and query are used to calculate attention
weights of the value. The illustration is shown in Fig.2.

To gather more information, we employ multi-head self-
attention. The multi-head self-attention have N heads. H,
W is the length and width of feature map. C is the input
and output channel. The channels are equally divided by N,

so the number of channels becomes % The feature map

is unfolded into single-pixel blocks. k12 is the size of the
sliding window which is used in unfold operation. Let X €
RCn>*HxW denote input feature map. Let ¥ € RCouxHxW
denote output feature map. x;; € RO, x¢ o € R,
Yij) € RCu are corresponding tensor of pixel(i, j). Three
pointwise convolutions are used on the feature map to project
the feature map into queries, keys and values, we can get:
iy = Wi Koy = Wi xs vy = Wi (D

(h) (h) (h) h
ki) = W (g 005 Vif gy = W7 ) @)

where we donate Wq(h), W(h), Wv(h)are the projection matrices
for queries, keys and values in Head 4.

After the unfold operation, the feature map is expanded
into a sequence Z( j. X(;,j denote a pixel in sequence Z j).
X(f¢) denote any other pixel on sequence Z; j except for x; j).
x(ijynot only performs self-attention operation on itself, but
also performs attention on X o).

For convenience, all pixels in sequence Z(; j), including x; ;)
and x(r g, are referred to as x(y,,»). The attention weights are:

")y ® T

q L
(h) (b (i,j)’ V" (m,n)
Ay Kona) = softmax (—=2722=) - )

where d is the feature dimension of qg'i)

The output yEf)J) of a single head is:

() _ OO
Yijpy = Z Ay Komn))Vmmy )

m,neZ(i_j)
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FIGURE 2. The illustration of self-attention.

Different heads need to be connected to obtain the final
output y;, e

pANE)
Yij) = C Y j) (5)
h=1
The self-attention mechanism for images is decomposed
into two steps. The first step is performing pointwise
convolutions which projects input features as queries, keys,
and values. The second step is calculating the attention
weights and weighted sum of values.

B. DECOMPOSITION OF CONVOLUTION

Traditional convolution with kernel size kp x k> is decom-
posed into k22 pointwise convolutions, which are used to
project. Parallel shift is achieved by depthwise convolutions
with specific parameters. Group convolutions [21] are used to
ensure that the final dimension is same as self-attention part.
The illustration is shown in Fig.3.

VOLUME 12, 2024

CASA block

. Attention
weight
Sum

CxHxW

uonuany-jes

Pointwise

Convolution
Group
Pointwise Converlution

Convolution

Pk S .
CxHxW Depthwise CxHxW
o Converlution
Pointwise @
. —_—
Convolution

FIGURE 3. The illustration of convolution.

For traditional convolutional neural networks, the comput-
ing paradigm is:
ka

Yajpy = z K(a»b)x(i-i-a—Lkz/ZJ,j-i-b—Lkz/ZJ)
a,b=1

Q)

where K € RCin*Couxkaxka /g is the weight of kernel K,
a,b is the kernel position.a, b € (1,2 - - kp).
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Equation (6) shows that the traditional convolution oper-
ation is decomposed. For a single position (a, b) of the
convolution kernel, the single pixel output is calculated
firstly. The output is yéﬁ‘/.l;) € RCou,

b
yE? j)) = K(a,b)X(i+a— |k /2] j+b—k2/2]) @)

The sum of k22 outputs is obtained as follows.

ko
(a,b)
Yin = D ¥ ®)
a,b=1
y 8’]})’) is the feature map obtained by pointwise convolu-

tion, and yE?}I;) is the feature map obtained by summing a part

of each feature map.
b
y’EZ j)) = K(a,p)X(i.j) )
b . b
YO = shife(y ¢ a— lka/2] b= [ka/2])  (10)
As shown in Fig.4, convolution operation is achieved
by pointwise convolution, shift and summation. Where
the convolution kernel size is 2 x 2, stride is 1, the weight
of convolution kernel is 1, 2, 3, 4, the weights of pointwise
convolution kernels are 1, 2, 3 and 4. Pointwise convolution
operate in positions (1, 1), (1, 2), (2, 1) and (2, 2) of the
traditional convolution. the single pixel outputs are calculated
by pointwise convolution. The output is same as traditional
convolution which is shifted and summed.

la+2b+3e+4f
2
* >
3 4
A
la|1b|lc | 1d 2a|2b|2c|2d
1 le|1f | 1g | 1h 2e | 2f | 2g | 2h Sum
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3m | 3n | 30| 3p 4m | 4n | 4o | 4p

FIGURE 4. Convolution operation using pointwise convolution.

Sliding windows for shift is a serial operation, which is
very inefficient. Shift is implemented by depthwise convo-
lution with specified parameters, which greatly improves
the degree of parallelism, as show in Fig.5. The number
of pointwise k22 is 9. The convolution kernel size of the
depthwise convolution used is 3x3. The input feature maps
are spliced in the channel dimension, and the convolution
kernel is also spliced in the channel dimension. In order that
the final feature map is spliced with self-attention, group
convolution is used to change the channel.
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FIGURE 5. Depthwise convolution instead of shift.

In particular, in order to further improve the learning
ability of the network, the convolution kernel parameters of
depthwise convolution are set to be learnable based on the
original initial values as fixed values, and the weights are
adjusted during training. In this way, the required features are
flexibly adjusted when shifting.

Same as self-attention, the first step is performing point-
wise convolutions. The second step is performing shift and
summation. After the first step, nine feature maps are selected
to implement the convolution operation, and three feature
maps are selected to implement the self-attention mechanism.
After the second step, convolution extracts local features, and
self-attention focuses on key areas.

Ill. MODULE REPLACEMENT IN RESNET

ResNet’s skip connection can effectively prevent gradient
disappearance or gradient explosion [22]. The CASA block
is connected through the Residual network. CASA blocks
are used to replace the traditional convolutional blocks in the
deep layers of ResNet. A cosine decaying learning rate is used
in training time.

A. INTEGRATION OF SELF-ATTENTION AND CNN
The implementation of self-attention is decomposed into two
steps. In first step, the feature map is projected to key, query
and value by pointwise convolutions, as in (11). The Flops for
this step is 3C2, The number of parameters is 3C2.

i = Wiy,

4 j)

(h) (h)

Ky = Wi Xon.ny»

=W 11
v(m,n) = Wy " Xm,n) ( )

The second step is shown in (12). The Flops of second step
is 2k12C , and the number of parameters is 0.

"y ™ 37

(q;;;
( z softmax (— U () oy

Yaj) =
v Zij) Jd m.n)

=
Tz

m,neZ(;,_/-)
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The implementation of CNN can also be decomposed
into two steps. In first step, the feature map is projected by
pointwise convolutions as in (13). This step is shared with
the first step of implementing self-attention. Flops is k22C 2,
The number of parameters is k22C2.

b
Y/E?,p) = Ka,b)X(i j) (13)

Then the second step is shift and summation. The Flops of
this step is k22C , and the number of parameters is 0.

Then the second step is shift and sum, as in (14) and (15).
The Flops of this step is k22C , and the number of parameters
is 0.

b , b
¥ = shift(((5) a— Lke/2) b= Lka/2))  (14)
k
b
i = 2 (15)

a,b=1

The CASA block is shown in Fig.6. k22 pointwise
convolutions are used to project. The projected feature maps
are used to do self-attention and convolution respectively. The
output of self-attention is Y;,, and the output of convolution
is Yeony. The two feature maps are summed according to the
proportion. Two ratios are set, which are learnable.

Y =nrYu+nrnYow (16)

where rq is the ratio of Y,, and r; is the ratio of Y.

In the first step, pointwise convolutions are shared, the
total Flops of the first step is 3C? and the total number of
parameters is 3C2. The total Flops of the second step are
(2k12 + 4k22 + k; )C, and the total number of parameters
are 3k22N + k;‘ C. k1 and kp are very small numbers.
C is much greater than k; and k. The first step takes
up most of the computing resources. Therefore, pointwise
convolution operation is shared. Compared with CNN, only
few parameters are introduced in our method.

Because image has a lot of data redundancy, especially
in the shallow layer feature maps, many adjacent pixels
are almost no difference. In the shallow layer, traditional
convolution operation is used. Convolutional and Self-
Attention block replace the traditional convolution operation
in the deep layer.

Firstly, Compared with ResNet, the focusing ability of
FV-RSA model is significantly improved, which has good
feature extraction without the excessively deep network.
And the model overcomes also the shortcomings of using
the transformer module directly on small datasets, which is
not effective on small datasets such as finger vein images.
Finally, convolution is used for local representation, and self-
attention mechanism is used for global representation, which
can solve the problem of the lack of spatial induction biases
of traditional self-attention.

B. ADDING COSINE ANNEALING ALGORITHM
Due to the particularity of finger vein images, the differences
between different images are very small. The model is easy
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to fall into local optimum. To solve this problem, cosine
annealing is used to adjust the learning rate. If model falls
into a local optimum, the learning rate is increased to jump
out of the local minimum of the loss function.

Tcur

m) A7)

1

i | .
N = 77;nin + E(n;nax - n;nin)(l =+ cos(

where i is the number of runs. Let ni, and n’. denote
the maximum and minimum learning rate, respectively. T,
denote the number of epochs that have been executed. For
example, if the total number of samples is 80 and the size
of each batch is 16, then the batch will be read in five times
in an epoch, and after the first batch is executed in the first
epoch, T, will be updated to 1/5=0.2, and so on. 7; denotes
the total number of epochs in the ith run. This paper does not
involve restarting which does not need to consider. We fix T;
to be the number of epochs in the model.

IV. EXPERIMENTS AND RESULT ANALYSIS

A. DATASETS AND EXPERIMENT ENVIRONMENT

In order to verify the effectiveness of the model, we verify
it on public databases. Datasets from different regions are
used. We conduct experiments on three databases: FV-USM,
SDUMLA-HMT [23] and THU-FVFDT3 [24].The FV-USM
has finger vein images from 123 volunteers. Finger vein
images of four fingers are taken 6 times. The SDUMLA-
HMT has images from 106 volunteers. Finger vein images of
six fingers are taken 6 times. THU-FVFDT3 has finger vein
images from 610 volunteers. Finger vein images are taken
8 times. The factors such as different lighting conditions,
angles and occlusions are taken into account in the public
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databases. To ensure that the training datasets and test
datasets do not overlap, the datasets are randomly divided into
training and test datasets according to the ratio of 9:1.

The number of training epochs is set to 200. The
experiments are conducted by the PyTorch framework with
version 1.12.1 and Python with version 3.9.12. The training
and test run on the NVIDIA RTX 3070Ti GPU.

B. OPTIMIZER SELECTION AND SETTING

The optimizer uses SGD. The learning rate of the optimizer
is attenuated using cosine annealing [25]. The initial learning
rate is set to 0.001. As the number of epochs increases, the
learning rate starts to cosine decay and eventually decreases
to one-tenth of the original, which is 0.0001. As is shown in
Fig.7.
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rate

,0.0006 4

ning_

£ 0.0005 A

Leal

0.0004 -
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0.0002 4
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0 25 50 75 100 125 150 175 200
Epoch

FIGURE 7. Cosine Annealing learning rate.

Big learning rate is used at the beginning, which not
only speeds up convergence, but also avoids getting stuck
in a local optimum. Experiments show that the model falls
into local optimum and seriously affect the convergence
without variable learning rate. FV-USM database is used as an
example. With a fixed learning rate, the training of first epoch
takes 98 seconds, but with a variable learning rate, the training
of first epoch takes only 66 seconds. The choice of different
optimizer strategies has a significant impact on test accuracy
and loss in multiple experiments. Test accuracy and loss for
different optimizer strategies are shown in Fig.8. Using the
Adam [26] optimizer alone, the model failed to converge.
Using the Adam optimizer and cosine decay learning rate,
the model is converged, but the accuracy curve has large
oscillation amplitude. Using the SGD optimizer and cosine
decay learning rate, good convergence result is achieved.
The model loss curve using Adam drops too quickly at the
beginning which falls into local optimum. A big learning rate
is necessary, which helps model to avoid falling into local
optimum.

C. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS AND RESOURCE

OCCUPANCY ANALYSIS

This model takes into account the local feature extraction
ability of convolution and the global focusing ability of self-
attention. We test the model on FV-USM, SDUMLA-HMT
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and THU-FVFDT3 databases, respectively. The accuracy
curve of the public database is shown in Fig.9. The accuracies
of both SDUMLA-HMT and THU-FVFDT3 databases are
100%. The accuracy of FV-USM databases is 99.90%.
Experiments show that the model has a good result on finger
vein recognition.

The proposed network model is compared with the main-
stream image feature extraction models in terms of param-
eters and Flops. Some networks like ResNet18 completely
use traditional convolutions. The other networks use self-
attention mechanisms. These models adopt the lightweight
version. ViT-base uses transformer modules directly. Swin-
small [27] is shifted windowself-attention. PVT-small [28]
and PVTv2 [29] is sparse global self-attention. 224 x224x3
tensor data is used for test. The network parameters are set to
the same, and the experimental results are given in Table 1.
The number of parameters of our model is about 74% of
ResNet18 and about 10% of ViT-base. The Flops of our
model is about 89% of ResNet18 and about 9% of ViT-base.
From the result, the number of parameters and computational
complexity of our model is is reduced.

TABLE 1. parameters and Flops comparison with other methods.

Method Params Flops
ResNet18 11.7M 1.8G
ViT-base 86.4M 16.9G
Swin-small 49.6M 8.5G
PVT-small 24.1M 3.7G
PVTv2 14.0M 2.0G
Our method 8. M 1.6G

TABLE 2. Accuracy (%) comparison with traditional techniques.

Method Accuracy/%
LLBP 98.56
PLLBP 99.21
Multi-SVM 94.00
SVM 98.00
Our method 100

D. COMPARISON AND ANALYSIS WITH OTHER WORKS

SDUMLA-HMT is used to compare the performance of
our model with traditional finger vein recognition methods.
In Table 2, our method is contrasted with traditional finger
vein recognition technique. Traditional techniques include
traditional feature extraction methods and machine learning
methods. Traditional feature extraction methods of finger
vein images have LBP [30], LLBP [31] and PLLBP [32].
These methods work well, but they require a tedious data
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TABLE 3. Accuracy (%) comparison with other SOTA works.

Method Accuracy/%
FV-USM SDUMLA-HMT THU-FVFDT3
ResNet+SE 99.59 96.70 -
DS-CNN - 98.50 90.00
Merge CNN 96.75 99.48 99.56
Triplet-Classifier GAN 99.29 94.10 -
ViT-cap 98.68 90.25 -
FV-ViT 99.73 92.77 -
Our method 99.90 100 100

preprocessing. The accuracy of traditional machine learning
methods such as Multi-SVM and SVM is lower than other
methods. It is very necessary to adopt the method of deep
learning.

Further experiments compare the performance of models
which use deep learning methods over the past three years.
In Table 3, the comparison between our model and other
related works is listed. As can be seen from the table, our
model has a higher recognition accuracy and performs better
than the models for finger vein recognition.

VOLUME 12, 2024

The ResNet+SE model adds channel attention on the basis
of ResNet, which ignore spatial information. SDUMLA-
HMT images have illumination difference between the edge
region and the middle region, which requires the model
that has a high ability for extracting spatial information.
DS-CNN [33] model uses depthwise convolution, which just
reduces the number of parameters. Merge CNN [34] model
uses deeply-fused convolution, which is still traditional
convolution in essence. Their feature extraction ability is
relatively weak. Triplet-Classifier GAN [35] model uses
GAN to augment the training data to improve the discrim-
ination ability of CNN. This method only performs data
augmentation and does not improve the feature extraction
ability. ViT-cap [36] and FV-ViT use the ViT model directly,
that is the transformer module. The above two, they just use
global attention, but they do not even perform as well as a
convolutional neural network on the small datasets of finger
veins.

V. CONCLUSION

According to the characteristics of finger veins, the
FV-RNSA model is proposed in this paper. In order to have
focus globally ability, the self-attention mechanism is used,
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which shares the linear projection process with convolution.
This model combines global focusing ability of self-attention

and

local feature extraction ability of convolution, which

is lightweight and has high feature extraction ability. The
model adds cosine decay learning rate to avoid falling into
local optimum. Experiments show that the proposed model
works well on the three databases. The model can reach
100% accuracy on SDUMLA-HMT and THU-FVFDT3. The
model accuracy on FV-USM is also improved compared with
other works. The number of parameters and computational
complexity of our model are lower than other models using
CNN or self-attention. We will conduct further lightweight
research without reducing the accuracy in the future.
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