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ABSTRACT More and more attention has been paid to research on variable geometry turbine engines with
the increasing improvement of performance requirements for military turbines. Due to the fixed working
angle of the inlet guide vane, the performance of a conventional fixed geometry turbine is optimal only for
turbines near the design point. To match the aircraft’s starting, climbing, cruising, deceleration, landing and
other working states, it is necessary to change the turbine speed. This will not only reduce the performance
of the turbine but also increase the fuel loss. The variable geometry turbine is a perfect solution to this
problem. It is not necessary to change the speed of the turbine, but only the working angle of the inlet rotating
guide vane of the turbine. The variable geometry turbine can be matched to each state of the aircraft’s entire
voyage. The turbine guide vane can be adjusted by 7◦ to bring about a 10% change in the flow rate of the
entire machine. With constant turbine inlet temperature, the fuel loss can be effectively reduced. The rotating
guide vane is impacted by the high-temperature and high-pressure gas and cold air in the inner culvert. Hot
and cold air produce two types of aerodynamic torque on the rotating guide vane. There is also a friction
torque on the rotating shaft of the guide vane. Therefore, the rotating guide vanes of variable geometry
turbines are subjected to three types of torques. The main objective of this paper is to study three factors
influencing the guide vane torque in the main flow path. The three influencing factors are the turbulence
intensity of the gas, the flow ratio of cold gas to hot gas and the location distribution of the gas film holes on
the guide vane. In this paper, CFD temperature-fluid-solid coupling algorithm combined with UDF program
is applied to solve the torque of guide vane shaft at three influencing factors. The results show that the three
factors, turbulence intensity, flow ratio and air film hole distribution, can have a significant effect on the
guide vane torque. This is of great significance for the research and design of variable geometry turbines.

INDEX TERMS Turbulence intensity, flow ratio, air film hole distribution, temperature-fluid-solid coupling
algorithm, UDF program, rotating guide vane torque, deflection angle, variable geometry turbine.

I. INTRODUCTION
The conventional engine turbine guide structure is a static
annular cascade composed of inner rings and outer rings and a
set of guide vanes. Generally, it is fixed on the turbine casing
by the outer ring. Figure 1 shows the turbine structure of a
conventional engine. The gas will flow out of the convergent
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channel of the guide vanes. The speed will increase. Pressure
and temperature will drop. The direction of the air flow will
also change. Therefore, the function of the deflector is to
convert part of the heat energy of the air flow into kinetic
energy. And the air flows out in a certain direction. The gas
pushes the working wheel to do work [1].
The fixed geometry turbine engine has twomain problems.

First, there is the best thermodynamic performance only near
the design state. Second, the thrust of each state is obtained
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by adjusting the speed. It will cause the flow mismatch of the
propulsion system. And intake and exhaust losses will also
increase [1].

At present, the use of military fighter is becoming more
and more complex with the harsh demands of modern
war. The takeoff and landing distances become shorter. The
voyage becomes farther. Mobility becomes stronger. The
characteristics of sustainable supersonic cruise are outstand-
ing. Conventional turbine engines can no longer fully meet
the needs of future fighters. Therefore, all countries are
committed to the exploration, research and verification of
variable cycle engines. The variable cycle engine has obvious
improvement in the above two aspects. Under different flight
conditions, it can improve the thermodynamic cycle of max-
imum thrust state. It can increase thrust. It can improve the
flow matching of the propulsion system. It can improve the
acceleration and deceleration of the engine. It can improve
and adjust the matching relationship between components.
The candidate engine F120 of the American F22 fighter is
a variable cycle engine [2].

The variable geometry turbine is a key component of a
variable cycle engine. Variable geometry turbines have been
studied at home and abroad. The adjustable guide vane angle
is a main way to realize the variable geometry turbine. It is
also the main research direction of the variable geometry
turbine at present. The design idea is to install a set of
mechanical adjustment mechanism on the outside of the
engine casing. The guide vane is driven to rotate by the
adjusting mechanism. Through the rotation of the guide vane,

FIGURE 1. Turbine structure of conventional engine.

FIGURE 2. Turbine structure of variable geometry engine.

the working angle of the guide vane is changed. It changes
the exhaust area of the turbine guide structure. It realizes the
adjustment of the work distribution between the high pressure
rotor and the low pressure rotor. Its main feature is to change
the flow matching between the moving blade and the guide
vane in the turbine. The air flow area in the turbine passage
is changed. The overall working performance of the turbine
is improved [3]. Figure 2 shows the variable geometry engine
turbine structure.

In recent years, variable cycle engines have been a new
development direction for turbines. Rotating guide vanes
and variable geometry structures were the main research
directions. In order to obtain the best engine performance
and ensure the stability of the compressor, Li and Wang [4]
proposed a PID controller based on iterative learning, which
used Iterative learning control to perform the desired tra-
jectory tracking control. Simulation results showed that the
designed controller could achieve the guide vane angle actua-
tor displacement regulator of rapid, accurate track, indicating
that the controller design method was feasible and effective.
Zhao et al. [5] focused on the application of multi-objective
optimization methods in the three-parameter two-stage clo-
sure law. When the unit suddenly rejected load, it effectively
coordinated the contradiction between increasing speed and
increasing hydrodynamic pressure. Obretenov and Iliev [6]
presented the results of an experimental study of a Darrieus
type vertical wind turbine. The characteristics of the turbine
had been investigated and the optimal values of three of
the parameters had been determined with planned physical
experiment: pitch angle of the working blades, pitch angle
of the guide vanes and number of the guide vanes. Anan-
thakrishnan and Govardhan [7] studied the effect of constant
and variable radius fillets on the secondary flow loss of
transonic turbine stage nozzle guide vanes. The results were
discussed using the topological characteristics of the flow
field, Mach number, and density contour lines. Increment in
leading edge radius increased the movement of these flows
towards midspan while the effect of minimum angle was
found to be insignificant. Kukutla and Prasad [8] obtained
the flow analysis of nozzle guide blades under the action of
thermal mainstream by conducting three-dimensional calcu-
lations and analysis on the nozzle guide blades. The results
showed that for the combination of coolant mass flow rate
and mainstream Reynolds number, there was the possibil-
ity of local optimization solutions. Peng et al. [9] studied
the application of improved genetic algorithm in parameter
optimization of a certain aircraft engine compressor guide
vane regulator. The results showed that the improved genetic
algorithm had advantages such as global search and fast
evolution. The ultimate guide vane regulator formed through
semiphysical simulation had good static and dynamic char-
acteristics. Nižetić et al. [10] studied the effects of different
blade shapes (geometric changes) and different attack angle
configurations on vortex stability and shape. The results
showed that geometric modifications had a significant impact
on the minimal required delta pressure required to establish
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and maintain eddies. Hu et al. [11] established the basic para-
metric equation of the combined drive system of the rotating
guide rod and gear mechanism of the differential vane pump,
and analyzed its kinematics characteristics. Gupta et al. [12]
presented a novel magnetically levitated vertical axis wind
turbine (VAWT) with omni-directional guide vanes which
acted as wind concentrator as well as wind shield. The
vanes protected the turbine from high velocity winds
and increased its performance under low velocity winds.
Zhang et al. [13] mainly focused on understanding the
dynamic behavior of pump turbine in the small guide vanes
opening based on numerical simulations. During the data
analysis, special attention had been paid to the pressure fluc-
tuation within pump turbine. Ding et al. [14] studied the heat
transfer distribution on the surface of two internally cooled
nozzle guide vanes in a transonic annular cascade. The effects
of outlet Mach number on heat transfer of nozzle guide vanes
were also studied.

Variable geometry compressors were easier to achieve
variable cycle performance compared to turbines. Because
compressors did not need to consider the effects of
high-temperature thermal deformations and flexible bodies,
this was significantly different from variable geometry tur-
bines. In order to overcome the shortcomings of casing
treatment, Cheng and Sakaguchi [15] proposed an application
of processing 14 three-dimensional guide vanes inside the
casing. Numerical results showed that the optimized guide
vanes held a possibility to improve off-design performance
by reducing the excessive pre-whirl at the compressor inlet.
Xu et al. [16] used FLUENT software to numerically simulate
the internal flow field and external characteristics of two
guide vane models. The external characteristic comparison
showed that under the rated condition, the efficiency of the
pump installed with the axial guide vane was 8.9% higher
than that of the radial one. The comparative analysis of the
internal flow field of the two guide vanes revealed that the
axial guide vane could effectively improve the internal flow
pattern and obtain better hydraulic performance. By utiliz-
ing the blade position and shaft speed of variable geometry
turbochargers, Zeng et al. [17] developed a physics based
turbine power and power loss model. The proposed model
was validated against a few sets of test data from both steady
state and transient operations. Ye and Zhu [18] analyzed the
proportion of eddy current energy loss to theoretical boost
in axial flow fans of domestically produced 300MW and
Westinghouse 135MW generators. The results both of the
CFD numerical simulation and model-testing proved that the
straightener vanes could change 90% of the swirl energy
losses into the useful energy, they could improve the effi-
ciency of the fan about 12.33% compared with the same
fan without guide vanes. Tong and Tong [19] conducted
heat transfer experiments on the turbine guide vanes of a
certain type of aircraft engine and numerically simulated
the gas thermal coupling using CFX. At the same time, the
improvement of the aerodynamic heat transfer calculation of

the high-pressure turbine guide vane provided a numerical
calculation for the numerical simulation of the heat trans-
fer of the blade air-cooled structure. Zhao et al. [20] used
ANSYS CFX software to calculate and analyze the pressure
fluctuations of the impeller and guide vanes of the boiler
water circulation pump. The results showed that: with the
increase of the flow rate, the periodicity of pressure fluctu-
ations at monitoring points in the impeller and the guide vane
became more and more obvious, and the fluctuation ampli-
tude decreased gradually. Xiao et al. [21] proposed a sliding
mode controller based on PID reaching law for variable intake
guide vane turboshaft engines. Simulation results validated
the effect of the proposed turboshaft engine modeling method
and controller design method. Huang et al. [22] studied the
effect of guide vane structure on the performance of tubular
pump units. They analyzed the relationship between flow rate
and head, power and efficiency of tubular pump units under
different guide vanes. At the same time, the influence of guide
vane on the Fluid mechanics performance of tubular pump
was also studied. Peng et al. [23] studied a typical case study
based on low head tubular units in the lower reaches of the
Yellow River. According to the efficiency of the low-head
tubular turbine and the hydraulic loss theory, and according
to the real machine guide vane and the surface shape of
turbine vane, when a fixed vane turning, they changed the
guide vane outlet angle and calculated the computing veloc-
ity and energy characteristics. Alam et al. [24] conducted
experimental research on the performance characteristics of
Wells turbines with guide vanes in stable flow through model
experiments. Then, a quasi-steady numerical analysis was
performed to estimate the effect of guide vanes on the mean
efficiency of the twin turbine system in unsteady flows.

At present, variable geometry turbines are still a new
research direction. There is broad research space. It is not
easy to achieve variable cycle functions for variable geometry
turbines. Because the turbine structure is located behind the
combustion chamber, the working environment of turbine
guide vanes is very harsh. The guide vanes are subjected to
long-term impact from high-temperature and high-pressure
gas. There are few studies on the influence factors of guide
vanes torque. The research of this paper fills this gap.

The torque of the guide vane is mainly determined by
the pressure distribution on the pressure surface and suction
surface of the guide vane. The flow rate ratio of cold and hot
air flow inside and outside the guide vane has a significant
impact on the pressure distribution on the surface of the guide
vane. It directly affects the distribution of guide vane torque.
The distribution position of gas film holes on the surface of
the guide vane directly affects the pressure distribution on
the guide vane surface. It has a significant impact on the
distribution of guide vane torque. At the same time, cold
air flow and hot air flow collide and mix in complex flow
channels. This will generate a certain amount of turbulence.
The turbulence also directly affects the pressure distribution
on the surface of the guide vane. It also has an impact on
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FIGURE 3. Three-dimensional model of three drivers’ adjusting mechanism with paddle rod.

the distribution of guide vane torque. Therefore, the article
mainly studies three influencing factors: turbulence intensity,
flow ratio of cold and hot gas, and position distribution of gas
film holes on guide vanes.

The main objective of this paper is to study three factors
influencing the guide vane torque. The three influencing
factors are the turbulence intensity of the gas, the flow ratio
of cold gas to hot gas and the location distribution of the gas
film holes on the guide vane. The main research focuses on
the rule of torque of the guide vane shaft with the deflection
angle at three influencing factors.

II. CFD ANALYSIS
A. COMPUTATIONAL MODEL
The main research in this paper is the torque on the guide
vane shaft in the adjusting mechanism. The torque on the
guide vane shaft is influenced by three factors: turbulence
intensity, flow ratio, and air film hole distribution. The load
on the guide vane mainly comes from two aspects. The first
is the aerodynamic torque of the gas in the main channel
and the cooling air flow inside the guide vane. The second
is the friction torque on the shaft of the guide vane. When
the guide vane rotates, the deflection angle of the guide vane
is different, and the aerodynamic torque and friction torque
are also different. It is necessary to study the variation law
of the aerodynamic torque and the friction torque with the
deflection angle at three influencing factors. Figure 3 shows
the three-dimensional model of the three drivers’ adjusting
mechanism with paddle rod. In the calculations of this paper
a partial fluid domain with circulating boundaries will be
used instead of the full loop domain. Figure 4 shows the
computational model of the numerical simulation. The gas

FIGURE 4. Numerical simulation calculation model.

and cold air inlet and outlet and circulation boundaries are
also given in Figure 4.

B. CALCULATION SETTINGS
The aerodynamic torque and friction torque of the adjustable
guide vane are calculated under different deflection angles.
It needs to change the deflection angle of the guide vane.
Figure 5 shows the change of the deflection angle of the
adjustable guide vane. It can be clearly seen from Figure 5
that the position change of the guide vane during its rotation
around the center of the rotating shaft. When the deflection
angle is positive, the adjustable guide vane rotates coun-
terclockwise around the rotating shaft. The opening of the
guide vane increases and the flow channel becomes wider.
When the deflection angle is negative, the adjustable guide
vane rotates clockwise around the rotating shaft. The opening
of the guide vane decreases, and the flow channel becomes
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FIGURE 5. Deflection angle of adjustable guide vane.

narrower. In this paper, 11 cases of the deflection angle of the
guide vane are calculated, as follows: +10◦, +8◦, +6◦, +4◦,
+2◦, 0◦, −2◦, −4◦, −6◦, −8◦, −10◦. The effects of three
factors, namely, turbulence intensity, flow ratio and air film
hole distribution, on the guide vane torque are also analyzed.
Figure 6 shows the distribution of four different air film holes.
They are no-air film hole at the leading edge (case I), no-air
film hole at the trailing edge (case II), full-air film hole in the
vane body (case III), and no-air film hole in the vane body
(case IV).
Figure 5 shows the deflection angle of adjustable guide

vane. The direction perpendicular to the tangent line of the
guide vane leading edge is set as the deflection angle of 0◦.
The direction of rotation for increasing the throat area of
the guide vane is defined as the positive direction (counter-
clockwise direction). It is shown as+5◦ and+10◦ in Figure 5.
The direction of rotation for reducing the throat area of the
guide vane is defined as the negative direction (clockwise
direction). It is shown as −5◦ and −10◦ in Figure 5. The
article calculates 11 cases of +10◦, +8◦, +6◦, +4◦, +2◦, 0◦,
−2◦, −4◦, −6◦, −8◦, −10◦.

C. MESHING
Computational domain meshing is the key to numerical sim-
ulation. Figure 7 shows the calculation model grid. The
quality of mesh directly affects the accuracy of numer-
ical results. It also directly affects the convergence of
the calculation results. Therefore, reasonable selection of
mesh type and maximum improvement of mesh quality
are very important to achieve high-precision numerical
simulation [25], [26].
In this paper, the special pre-processing software GAMBIT

of FLUENT is used for mesh generation. It can quickly
generate high-quality unstructured meshes. It has certain
advantages in dealing with complex geometric models. The
main criterion of mesh quality is mesh distortion. The mesh
distortion is smaller, and the quality of the generated mesh
is higher. Generally speaking, regular objects can be divided
into tetrahedral meshes. Its distortion will be relatively
smaller.

FIGURE 6. Four cases of different air film hole distributions.

D. CALCULATION METHOD AND BOUNDARY CONDITION
SETTING
The research in this paper relies on the cooperation
project between National Key Aero-engine Research Insti-
tute and Northeastern University. The project number is
2018JX03H002. The boundary conditions are provided by
the experimental data of the institute. At the inlet boundary,
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FIGURE 7. Computational model meshing.

it gives total pressure, total temperature, air flow angle, inlet
turbulence and eddy viscosity ratio. It gives static pressure at
the outlet boundary. The wall surface of wheel hub and rim
is insulated and free of sliding. The grid pitch direction is a
periodic boundary [27]. Table 1 shows the calculationmethod
and boundary condition settings.

TABLE 1. The computation method and boundary conditions setting.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
A. ANALYSIS OF DIFFERENT TURBULENCE INTENSITIES
1) ANALYSIS OF TEMPERATURE FIELD WITH DIFFERENT
TURBULENCE INTENSITIES
The temperature load distribution on the surface of the guide
vanes at different turbulence intensities and different guide
vane deflection angles is given in Figure 8. It can be seen from
the figure that the temperature distribution of the pressure and

suction surfaces of the guide vanes clearly shows a gradient
distribution change. And the surface of the guide vanes is
well cooled by the air film. The cooling effect is especially
significant at the position of the blade body and the trailing
edge of the blade of the guide vanes. The temperature is
slightly higher at the leading edge of the guide vane near
the top and root of the blade. At 1% turbulence intensity,
the maximum temperatures of the guide vane are 889.8K,
901.9K and 870K for the deflection angles of +10◦, 0◦ and
-10◦, respectively. At 5% turbulence intensity, the maximum
temperatures of the guide vane are 893.1K, 906K and 868.9K
for the deflection angles of +10◦, 0◦ and -10◦, respectively.
At 10% turbulence intensity, the maximum temperatures of
the guide vane are 897.2K, 916.8K and 869.6K for the deflec-
tion angles of +10◦, 0◦ and −10◦, respectively. However, the
tolerance temperature of the blade material was not exceeded.
This is also more in line with the actual situation. There is an
impact of mainstream hot gas at the leading edge of the blade.
The cooling airflow from the air film holes is obstructed
to some extent. So the cooling effect of the air film at the
leading edge of the blade is slightly worse. The temperature
will be slightly higher. In actual work, due to the use of over
temperature, guide blade ablation phenomenon occurs more
in the blade of the leading edge and trailing edge. It shows
that the coupling calculation results of this paper can reflect
the actual working condition of the blade more accurately.

2) ANALYSIS OF PRESSURE FIELD WITH DIFFERENT
TURBULENCE INTENSITIES
The pressure load distribution on the surface of the guide
vanes at different turbulence intensities and different guide
vane deflection angles is given in Figure 9. It can be seen
from the figure that the pressure distribution on the pressure
and suction surfaces of the guide vanes clearly shows a
gradient distribution change. At 1% turbulence intensity, the
maximum pressures of the guide vane are 6.616 × 105Pa,
6.611×105Pa and 6.578×105Pa for the deflection angles of
+10◦, 0◦ and −10◦, respectively. At 5% turbulence intensity,
the maximum pressures of the guide vane are 6.616× 105Pa,
6.612×105Pa and 6.578×105Pa for the deflection angles of
+10◦, 0◦ and −10◦, respectively. At 10% turbulence inten-
sity, the maximum pressures of the guide vane are 6.616 ×

105Pa, 6.611 × 105Pa and 6.577 × 105Pa for the deflection
angles of +10◦, 0◦ and −10◦, respectively. A distinct low-
pressure area appears after each air-exhaust film holes. This
is due to the cold air being ejected from the air film holes,
causing the mainstream hot air in front of the air film holes to
first decelerate and then accelerate. This leads to oscillations
in the pressure in front of and behind the air film holes. The
figure clearly shows that the pressure on the pressure surface
corresponding to the leading and trailing edges of the blade is
significantly higher than the pressure on the suction surface,
with the rotary axis of the guide blade as the divider. This
also provides data support for calculating the aerodynamic
and friction torques of the guide vanes.
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FIGURE 8. Temperature field distribution of different turbulence intensities.

FIGURE 9. Pressure field distribution of different turbulence intensities.
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FIGURE 10. Pressure distribution at 50% blade height of different
turbulence intensities.

3) PRESSURE ANALYSIS AT 50% BLADE HEIGHT FOR
DIFFERENT TURBULENCE INTENSITIES
Figure 10 shows the cross-sectional pressure distribution at
50% blade height of the guide vane at different turbulence
intensities. It can be seen from the figure that at 1% turbu-
lence intensity, 5% turbulence intensity, and 10% turbulence
intensity, low pressure areas appear near each exhaust film
holes of the guide vane. That is, a sudden drop in pressure.
This is due to the cold air being ejected from the air film
holes, causing the mainstream hot air in front of the air film

holes to first decelerate and then accelerate. This leads to
oscillations in the pressure in front of and behind the air film
holes. In addition, the pressure on the pressure side of the
guide vane is always higher than the pressure on the suction
side. This causes the guide vanes to be subjected to high
lateral pressure. It generates aerodynamic and friction torque
at the shaft of the guide vane.

B. ANALYSIS OF DIFFERENT FLOW RATIOS
1) ANALYSIS OF TEMPERATURE FIELD WITH DIFFERENT
FLOW RATIOS
Figure 11 shows the temperature load distribution on the
surface of the guide vanes at different flow ratios and dif-
ferent guide vane deflection angles. It can be seen from the
figure that the temperature distribution of the pressure and
suction surfaces of the guide vanes clearly shows a gradient
distribution change. And the surface of the guide vanes is
well cooled by the air film. The cooling effect is especially
significant at the position of the blade body and the trailing
edge of the blade of the guide vanes. The temperature is
slightly higher at the leading edge of the guide vane near the
top and root of the blade. At 4% flow ratio, the maximum
temperatures of the guide vane are 893.1K, 906K and 868.9K
for the deflection angles of +10◦, 0◦ and −10◦, respectively.
At 8% flow ratio, the maximum temperatures of the guide
vane are 849.7K, 860.8K and 842K for the deflection angles
of +10◦, 0◦ and −10◦, respectively. At 12% flow ratio, the
maximum temperatures of the guide vane are 842.9K, 841.6K
and 834.2K for the deflection angles of +10◦, 0◦ and −10◦,
respectively. However, the tolerance temperature of the blade
material was not exceeded. This is also more in line with
the actual situation. At the leading edge of the blade the
cooling airflow from the air film holes is obstructed to some
extent due to the impact of the mainstream hot gas. So the
cooling effect of the air film at the leading edge of the blade
is slightly worse. The temperature will be slightly higher.
In actual work, due to the use of over temperature, guide blade
ablation phenomenon occurs more in the blade of the leading
edge and trailing edge. It shows that the coupling calculation
results of this paper can reflect the actual working condition
of the blade more accurately.

2) ANALYSIS OF PRESSURE FIELD WITH DIFFERENT FLOW
RATIOS
The pressure load distribution on the surface of the guide
vanes at different flow ratios and different guide vane deflec-
tion angles is given in Figure 12. It can be seen from the figure
that the pressure distribution on the pressure and suction
surfaces of the guide vanes clearly shows a gradient distri-
bution change. At 4% flow ratio, the maximum pressures
of the guide vane are 7.581 × 105Pa, 7.588 × 105Pa and
7.578 × 105Pa for the deflection angles of +10◦, 0◦ and
-10◦, respectively. At 8% flow ratio, the maximum pressures
of the guide vane are 7.083 × 105Pa, 7.084 × 105Pa and
7.074 × 105Pa for the deflection angles of +10◦, 0◦ and
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FIGURE 11. Temperature field distribution of different flow ratios.

-10◦, respectively. At 12%flow ratio, the maximum pressures
of the guide vane are 6.615 × 105Pa, 6.612 × 105Pa and
6.578 × 105Pa for the deflection angles of +10◦, 0◦ and
-10◦, respectively. A distinct low-pressure area appears after
each air-exhaust film holes. This is due to the cold air being
ejected from the air film holes, causing the mainstream hot
air in front of the air film holes to first decelerate and then
accelerate. This leads to oscillations in the pressure in front of
and behind the air film holes. The figure clearly shows that the
pressure on the pressure surface corresponding to the leading
and trailing edges of the blade is significantly higher than the
pressure on the suction surface, with the rotary axis of the
guide blade as the divider. This also provides data support for
calculating the aerodynamic and friction torques of the guide
vanes.

3) PRESSURE ANALYSIS AT 50% BLADE HEIGHT FOR
DIFFERENT FLOW RATIOS
Figure 13 shows the cross-sectional pressure distribution at
50% blade height of the guide vane at different flow ratios.
It can be seen from the figure that at 4% flow ratio, 8% flow
ratio, and 12%flow ratio, low pressure areas appear near each
exhaust film holes of the guide vane. That is, a sudden drop

in pressure. This is due to the cold air being ejected from
the air film holes, causing the mainstream hot air in front of
the air film holes to first decelerate and then accelerate. This
leads to oscillations in the pressure in front of and behind the
air film holes. In addition, the pressure on the pressure side
of the guide vane is always higher than the pressure on the
suction side. This causes the guide vanes to be subjected to
high lateral pressure. It generates aerodynamic and friction
torque at the shaft of the guide vane.

C. ANALYSIS OF DIFFERENT AIR FILM HOLE
DISTRIBUTIONS
1) ANALYSIS OF TEMPERATURE FIELD WITH DIFFERENT AIR
FILM HOLE DISTRIBUTIONS
The temperature load distribution on the surface of the guide
vanes at 4 different air film hole distributions is given in
Figure 14. The four distributions are no-air film hole at the
leading edge (case I), no-air film hole at the trailing edge
(case II), full-air film hole in the vane body (case III) and
no-air film hole in the vane body (case IV) respectively. It can
be seen from the figure that the temperature distribution of
the pressure and suction surfaces of the guide vanes clearly
shows a gradient distribution change. At 4 different air film
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FIGURE 12. Pressure field distribution of different flow ratios.

hole distributions of case I, case II, case III and case IV,
the maximum temperatures of the guide vane are 919.5K,
1004K, 906K and 994.3K respectively. However, the toler-
ance temperature of the blade material was not exceeded.
This is also more in line with the actual situation. In actual
work, due to the use of over temperature, guide blade ablation
phenomenon occurs more in the blade of the leading edge and
trailing edge. It shows that the coupling calculation results of
this paper can reflect the actual working condition of the blade
more accurately.

2) ANALYSIS OF PRESSURE FIELD WITH DIFFERENT AIR
FILM HOLE DISTRIBUTIONS
The pressure load distribution on the surface of the guide
vanes at 4 different air film hole distributions is given in
Figure 15. The four distributions are no-air film hole at the
leading edge (case I), no-air film hole at the trailing edge
(case II), full-air film hole in the vane body (case III) and
no-air film hole in the vane body (case IV) respectively.
It can be seen from the figure that the pressure distribution on
the pressure and suction surfaces of the guide vanes clearly
shows a gradient distribution change. At 4 different air film
hole distributions of case I, case II, case III and case IV, the
maximum pressures of the guide vane are 7.108 × 105Pa,

7.096×105Pa, 6.612×105Pa and 6.572×105Pa respectively.
A distinct low-pressure area appears after each air-exhaust
film holes. This is due to the cold air being ejected from
the air film holes, causing the mainstream hot air in front
of the air film holes to first decelerate and then accelerate.
This leads to oscillations in the pressure in front of and behind
the air film holes. The figure clearly shows that the pressure
on the pressure surface corresponding to the leading and
trailing edges of the blade is significantly higher than the
pressure on the suction surface, with the rotary axis of the
guide blade as the divider. This also provides data support for
calculating the aerodynamic and friction torques of the guide
vanes.

3) PRESSURE ANALYSIS AT 50% BLADE HEIGHT FOR
DIFFERENT AIR FILM HOLE DISTRIBUTIONS
Figure 16 shows the cross-sectional pressure distribution at
50% blade height of the guide vane at 4 different air film
hole distributions. The four distributions are no-air film hole
at the leading edge (case I), no-air film hole at the trailing
edge (case II), full-air film hole in the vane body (case III)
and no-air film hole in the vane body (case IV) respectively.
It can be seen from the figure that at 4 different air film
hole distributions of case I, case II, case III and case IV, low
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FIGURE 13. Pressure distribution at 50% blade height of different flow
ratios.

pressure areas appear near each exhaust film holes of the
guide vane. That is, a sudden drop in pressure. This is due
to the cold air being ejected from the air film holes, causing
the mainstream hot air in front of the air film holes to first
decelerate and then accelerate. This leads to oscillations in the
pressure in front of and behind the air film holes. In addition,
the pressure on the pressure side of the guide vane is always
higher than the pressure on the suction side. This causes the
guide vanes to be subjected to high lateral pressure. It gener-
ates aerodynamic and friction torque at the shaft of the guide
vane.

FIGURE 14. Temperature field distribution of different air film hole
distributions.

D. VELOCITY FIELD ANALYSIS
Figure 17 shows the velocity distribution of the air flow in
the inner channel for the deflection angles of the guide vane
of +10◦, 0◦ and −10◦ respectively. Gas flows outside the
guide vanes. Cold air flows inside the guide vanes. It can
be seen from the figure that the velocity of the air flow
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FIGURE 15. Pressure field distribution of different air film hole
distributions.

clearly shows a gradient distribution. The velocity of gas
flow gradually increases from the inlet. The velocity reaches
a maximum near the guide vane trailing edge. The maxi-
mums of the speed are 600.8m/s, 534.4m/s and 522.5m/s for
the deflection angles of +10◦, 0◦ and −10◦, respectively.

FIGURE 16. Pressure distribution at 50% blade height of different air film
hole distributions.

From the velocity distribution of the cold air in the guide
vane, it can be seen that the cold air in the guide vane is
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FIGURE 17. Velocity field distribution at different deflection angles.

ejected from the film hole. The cold air is impacted by the
high-speed gas outside the guide vane. The cold air flows

completely against the outer surface of the guide vanes.
The velocity of cold air also presents a gradient distribu-
tion. The speed reaches the maximum near the trailing edge
of the guide vane. Table 2 shows the maximum velocities of
the flow field at different deflection angles. Figure 18 shows
that the maximum velocity of the flow field increases with
increasing deflection angle. From Table 2 and Figure 18,
it can be seen that the maximum velocities of the flow
field are 522.5m/s, 523.1m/s, 523.5m/s, 525.7m/s, 528.6m/s,
534.4m/s, 534.8m/s, 542.2m/s, 553.4m/s, 573.2m/s and
600.8m/s for the guide vane deflection angles of −10◦,
−8◦, −6◦, −4◦, −2◦, 0◦, +2◦, +4◦, +6◦, +8◦ and +10◦,
respectively.

E. GRID INDEPENDENCE VERIFICATION
Table 3 shows the resultant torque of different grid quanti-
ties. Figure 19 shows the influence of grid quantity on the
resultant torque of guide vane at deflection angle. The article
presents the effects of different grid quantities on the resultant
torque. From Table 3 and Figure 19, it can be seen that at
grid quantities of 3.41 million, 4.33 million, 5.16 million
and 5.85 million, the resultant torque of the guide vane
first increases and then decreases with the deflection angle.
At the deflection angle −2◦, the resultant torque reaches
the maximum value. The resultant torques are 3.631239N·m,
3.641224N·m, 3.654639N·m and 3.66782N·m for grid quan-
tities of 3.41 million, 4.33 million, 5.16 million and
5.85 million, respectively. At the deflection angle +10◦, the
resultant torque reaches the minimum value. The resultant
torques are 2.996647N·m, 2.912139N·m, 2.806459N·m and
2.823353N·m for grid quantities of 3.41million, 4.33million,
5.16 million and 5.85 million, respectively. As the number
of grids increases, the resultant torque of the guide vane
tends to stabilize. When the number of grids increases from
5.16 million to 5.85 million, the resultant torque of the guide
vane basically does not change. Therefore, the article selects
the grid quantity of 5.85 million for numerical calculation.

F. ANALYSIS OF AERODYNAMIC TORQUE AND FRICTION
TORQUE WITH UNSTEADY EFFECTS
Table 4 shows the aerodynamic torque of unsteady effects at
deflection angles. Figure 20 shows the aerodynamic torque of
guide vanewith unsteady effects. FromTable 4 and Figure 20,
it can be seen that at the deflection angles of −10◦, 0◦, +10◦,
the aerodynamic torque of the guide vane increases with the
time step. And in the time step range of 100 to 1100, the
aerodynamic torques increase to 0.847862N·m, 1.11686N·m
and 0.533352N·m for the deflection angles of −10◦, 0◦,
+10◦, respectively. However, in the time step range of 1100 to
1500, the aerodynamic torques do not change with time steps
for the deflection angles of−10◦, 0◦,+10◦, respectively. The
aerodynamic torque of the guide vane tends to stabilize. The
maximum values of aerodynamic torques are 0.847974N·m,
1.11755N·m and 0.534265N·m for the deflection angles of
−10◦, 0◦, +10◦, respectively.

131738 VOLUME 11, 2023



Y. Zhong et al.: Analysis of Influence Factors of Guide Vanes Torque

TABLE 2. Maximum velocity of the flow field with different deflection angles.

FIGURE 18. Maximum velocity of the flow field with different deflection
angles.

FIGURE 19. The influence of grid quantity on the resultant torque of
guide vane at deflection angle.

Table 5 shows the friction torque of unsteady effects at
deflection angles. Figure 21 shows the friction torque of guide
vane with unsteady effects. From Table 5 and Figure 21,
it can be seen that at the deflection angles of −10◦, 0◦,
+10◦, the friction torque of the guide vane increases with
the time step. And in the time step range of 100 to 1100,

TABLE 3. Resultant torque of different grid quantities.

FIGURE 20. Aerodynamic torque of guide vane with unsteady effects.

the friction torques increase to 2.73134N·m, 2.61346N·m and
2.35275N·m for the deflection angles of −10◦, 0◦, +10◦,
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TABLE 4. Aerodynamic torque of unsteady effects at deflection angles.

FIGURE 21. Friction torque of guide vane with unsteady effects.

respectively. However, in the time step range of 1100 to 1500,
the friction torques do not change with time steps for the
deflection angles of −10◦, 0◦, +10◦, respectively. The fric-
tion torque of the guide vane tends to stabilize. The maximum
values of friction torques are 2.75758N·m, 2.65826N·m and
2.38659N·m for the deflection angles of −10◦, 0◦, +10◦,
respectively.

TABLE 5. Friction torque of unsteady effects at deflection angles.

FIGURE 22. The relationship between aerodynamic torque and deflection
angle at different turbulence intensities.

G. ANALYSIS OF AERODYNAMIC TORQUE AND FRICTION
TORQUE WITH DIFFERENT TURBULENCE INTENSITIES
Combined with UDF program operation, the aerodynamic
torque of the guide vane is calculated. Table 6 shows the aero-
dynamic torque at different turbulence intensities. Table 6
gives the aerodynamic torques of the guide vane for the
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TABLE 6. Aerodynamic torque of different turbulence intensities.

deflection angles of −10◦, −8◦, −6◦, −4◦, −2◦, 0◦, +2◦,
+4◦, +6◦, +8◦ and +10◦ at 1%, 5% and 10% turbulence
intensities. Figure 22 shows the relationship between aero-
dynamic torque and deflection angle at different turbulence
intensities. From Table 6 and Figure 22, it can be seen
that at 1%, 5% and 10% turbulence intensities, the aero-
dynamic torque of the guide vane first increases and then
decreases with the deflection angle. At the deflection angle
−2◦, the aerodynamic torque reaches the maximum value.
The aerodynamic torques are 1.08067N·m, 1.07129N·m and
1.06198N·m for the turbulence intensities of 1%, 5% and
10%, respectively. At the deflection angle +10◦, the aerody-
namic torque reaches the minimum value. The aerodynamic
torques are 0.544089N·m, 0.533761N·m and 0.523507N·m
for the turbulence intensities of 1%, 5% and 10%, respec-
tively. And with the turbulence intensity increasing, the
aerodynamic torque of the guide vane slightly decreases.
At the same deflection angle, the aerodynamic torques of 1%,
5% and 10% turbulence intensities decrease sequentially.

Combined with UDF program operation, the friction
torque of the guide vane is calculated. Table 7 shows the fric-
tion torque at different turbulence intensities. Table 7 gives
the friction torques of the guide vane for the deflection angles
of −10◦, −8◦, −6◦, −4◦, −2◦, 0◦, +2◦, +4◦, +6◦, +8◦ and
+10◦ at 1%, 5% and 10% turbulence intensities. Figure 23
shows the relationship between friction torque and deflection
angle at different turbulence intensities. It can be seen from
Table 7 and Figure 23 that at the turbulence intensities of 1%,
5% and 10%, the friction torque of the guide vane decreases
with the deflection angle. At the deflection angle −10◦,
the friction torque reaches the maximum value. The friction
torques are 2.74186N·m, 2.73135N·m and 2.72179N·m for

TABLE 7. Friction torque of different turbulence intensities.

FIGURE 23. The relationship between friction torque and deflection angle
at different turbulence intensities.

the turbulence intensities of 1%, 5% and 10%, respectively.
At the deflection angle +10◦, the friction torque reaches
the minimum value. The friction torques are 2.36145N·m,
2.35275N·m and 2.34388N·m for the turbulence intensities
of 1%, 5% and 10%, respectively. And with the turbulence
intensity increasing, the friction torque of the guide vane
slightly decreases. At the same deflection angle, the friction
torques of 1%, 5% and 10% turbulence intensities decrease
sequentially.

H. ANALYSIS OF AERODYNAMIC TORQUE AND FRICTION
TORQUE WITH DIFFERENT FLOW RATIOS
Combined with UDF program operation, the aerodynamic
torque of the guide vane is calculated. Table 8 shows the
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TABLE 8. Aerodynamic torque of different flow ratios.

FIGURE 24. The relationship between aerodynamic torque and deflection
angle at different flow ratios.

aerodynamic torque at different flow ratios. Table 8 gives
the aerodynamic torques of the guide vane for the deflection
angles of −10◦, −8◦, −6◦, −4◦, −2◦, 0◦, +2◦, +4◦, +6◦,
+8◦ and +10◦ at 4%, 8% and 12% flow ratios. Figure 24
shows the relationship between aerodynamic torque and
deflection angle at different flow ratios. From Table 8
and Figure 24, it can be seen that at 4%, 8% and 12%
flow ratios, the aerodynamic torque of the guide vane first
increases and then decreases with the deflection angle. At the
deflection angle −2◦, the aerodynamic torque reaches the
maximum value. The aerodynamic torques are 1.07167N·m,
1.02416N·m and 0.948665N·m for the flow ratios of 4%,
8% and 12%, respectively. At the deflection angle +10◦,

FIGURE 25. The relationship between friction torque and deflection angle
at different flow ratios.

TABLE 9. Friction torque of different flow ratios.

the aerodynamic torque reaches the minimum value. The
aerodynamic torques are 0.533761N·m, 0.493313N·m and
0.441955N·m for the flow ratios of 4%, 8% and 12%, respec-
tively. And with the flow ratio increasing, the aerodynamic
torque of the guide vane slightly decreases. At the same
deflection angle, the aerodynamic torques of 4%, 8% and
12% flow ratios decrease sequentially.

Combined with UDF program operation, the friction
torque of the guide vane is calculated. Table 9 shows the
friction torque at different flow ratios. Table 9 gives the
friction torques of the guide vane for the deflection angles
of −10◦, −8◦, −6◦, −4◦, −2◦, 0◦, +2◦, +4◦, +6◦, +8◦
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FIGURE 26. The relationship between aerodynamic torque and deflection
angle at different air film hole distributions.

and +10◦ at 4%, 8% and 12% flow ratios. Figure 25 shows
the relationship between friction torque and deflection angle
at different flow ratios. It can be seen from Table 9 and
Figure 25 that at the flow ratios of 4%, 8% and 12%, the
friction torque of the guide vane decreases with the deflection
angle. At the deflection angle -10◦, the friction torque reaches
the maximum value. The friction torques are 2.73135N·m,
2.70744N·m and 2.69270N·m for the flow ratios of 4%, 8%
and 12%, respectively. At the deflection angle +10◦, the fric-
tion torque reaches the minimum value. The friction torques
are 2.35275N·m, 2.33004N·m and 2.31268N·m for the flow
ratios of 4%, 8% and 12%, respectively. And with the flow
ratio increasing, the friction torque of the guide vane slightly
decreases. At the same deflection angle, the friction torques
of 4%, 8% and 12% flow ratios decrease sequentially.

I. ANALYSIS OF AERODYNAMIC TORQUE AND FRICTION
TORQUE WITH DIFFERENT AIR FILM HOLE DISTRIBUTIONS
Combined with UDF program operation, the aerodynamic
torque of the guide vane is calculated. Table 10 shows the
aerodynamic torque at different air film hole distributions.
Table 10 gives the aerodynamic torques of the guide vane for
the deflection angles of −10◦, −8◦, −6◦, −4◦, −2◦, 0◦, +2◦,
+4◦, +6◦, +8◦ and +10◦ at the four distributions of no-air
film hole at the leading edge (case I), no-air film hole at the
trailing edge (case II), full-air film hole in the vane body (case
III) and no-air film hole in the vane body (case IV) respec-
tively. Figure 26 shows the relationship between aerodynamic
torque and deflection angle at different air film hole distribu-
tions. From Table 10 and Figure 26, it can be seen that at the
four distributions of case I, case II, case III and case IV, the
aerodynamic torque of the guide vane first increases and then
decreases with the deflection angle. At the deflection angle
−2◦, the aerodynamic torque reaches the maximum value.
The aerodynamic torques are 1.00316N·m, 1.04475N·m,
1.02416N·m and 0.738359N·m for the four distributions of

TABLE 10. Aerodynamic torque of different air film hole distributions.

case I, case II, case III and case IV, respectively. At the
deflection angle +10◦, the aerodynamic torque reaches the
minimum value. The aerodynamic torques are 0.468576N·m,
0.341739N·m, 0.493313N·m and 0.207330N·m for the four
distributions of case I, case II, case III and case IV, respec-
tively. And in the range of -10◦ to 0◦, with the same deflection
angle, the aerodynamic torque of case II is the biggest. The
aerodynamic torque of case IV is the smallest. The aerody-
namic torques of case I, case II, case III and case IV decrease
sequentially. However, in the range of 0◦ to +10◦, with the
same deflection angle, the aerodynamic torque of case III
is the biggest. The aerodynamic torque of case IV is the
smallest. The aerodynamic torques of case I, case II, case III
and case IV decrease sequentially.

Combined with UDF program operation, the friction
torque of the guide vane is calculated. Table 11 shows the
friction torque at different air film hole distributions. Table 11
gives the friction torques of the guide vane for the deflection
angles of −10◦, −8◦, −6◦, −4◦, −2◦, 0◦, +2◦, +4◦, +6◦,
+8◦ and +10◦ at the four distributions of no-air film hole
at the leading edge (case I), no-air film hole at the trailing
edge (case II), full-air film hole in the vane body (case III)
and no-air film hole in the vane body (case IV) respectively.
Figure 27 shows the relationship between friction torque
and deflection angle at different air film hole distributions.
From Table 11 and Figure 27, it can be seen that at the four
distributions of case I, case II, case III and case IV, the friction
torque of the guide vane decreases with the deflection angle.

VOLUME 11, 2023 131743



Y. Zhong et al.: Analysis of Influence Factors of Guide Vanes Torque

FIGURE 27. The relationship between friction torque and deflection angle
at different air film hole distributions.

TABLE 11. Friction torque of different air film hole distributions.

At the deflection angle −10◦, the friction torque reaches
the maximum value. The friction torques are 2.72555N·m,
2.76859N·m, 2.70744N·m and 1.74671N·m for the four dis-
tributions of case I, case II, case III and case IV, respectively.
At the deflection angle +10◦, the friction torque reaches
the minimum value. The friction torques are 2.39151N·m,
2.52079N·m, 2.33004N·m and 1.59999N·m for the four dis-
tributions of case I, case II, case III and case IV, respectively.
And in the range of −10◦ to +10◦, with the same deflection

FIGURE 28. Variable geometry turbine of variable cycle engine.

TABLE 12. Resultant torque of different air film hole distributions.

angle, the friction torque of case II is the biggest. The friction
torque of case IV is the smallest. The friction torques of case I,
case II, case III and case IV decrease sequentially.

J. ANALYSIS OF RESULTANT TORQUE WITH DIFFERENT
AIR FILM HOLE DISTRIBUTIONS
Combined with UDF program operation, the resultant torque
of the guide vane is calculated. Figure 28 shows the variable
geometry turbine of a variable cycle engine. Table 12 shows
the resultant torque at different air film hole distributions.
Table 12 gives the resultant torques of the guide vane for
the deflection angles of −10◦, −8◦, −6◦, −4◦, -2◦, 0◦, +2◦,
+4◦, +6◦, +8◦ and +10◦ at the four distributions of no-air
film hole at the leading edge (case I), no-air film hole at the
trailing edge (case II), full-air film hole in the vane body
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FIGURE 29. The relationship between resultant torque and deflection
angle at different air film hole distributions.

(case III) and no-air film hole in the vane body (case IV)
respectively. Figure 29 shows the relationship between resul-
tant torque and deflection angle at different air film hole
distributions. From Table 12 and Figure 29, it can be seen
that at the four distributions of case I, case II, case III and
case IV, the resultant torque of the guide vane first increases
and then decreases with the deflection angle. At the deflec-
tion angle −2◦, the resultant torque reaches the maximum
value. The resultant torques are 3.67468N·m, 3.7893N·m,
3.66782N·m and 2.454149N·m for the four distributions of
case I, case II, case III and case IV, respectively. At the deflec-
tion angle +10◦, the resultant torque reaches the minimum
value. The resultant torques are 2.860086N·m, 2.862529N·m,
2.823353N·m and 1.80732N·m for the four distributions of
case I, case II, case III and case IV, respectively. And in
the range of −10◦ to −4◦, with the same deflection angle,
the resultant torque of case II is the biggest. The resultant
torque of case IV is the smallest. The resultant torques of
case I, case II, case III and case IV decrease sequentially.
However, in the range of −2◦ to +10◦, with the same deflec-
tion angle, the resultant torque of case II is the biggest. The
resultant torque of case IV is the smallest. The resultant
torques of case I, case II, case III and case IV decrease
sequentially. At the same time, the research institute provided
experimental data of the resultant torque. The result indicates
that the coupling calculation results are in good agreement
with the experimental data. The numerical simulation results
have high reliability. It is feasible to provide the required
torque for the design of variable geometry turbine adjusting
mechanisms.

From Table 12 and Figure 29, it can be seen that the
research institute provided experimental data of the resultant
torque. At the deflection angle −2◦, the resultant torque
reaches the maximum value. The numerical calculation
result of full-air film hole in the vane body (case III) is
3.66782N·m, and the resultant torque of the experimental data

is 3.7601N·m. At the deflection angle +10◦, the resultant
torque reaches theminimumvalue. The numerical calculation
result of full-air film hole in the vane body (case III) is
2.823353N·m, and the resultant torque of the experimen-
tal data is 3.0245N·m. At the deflection angle −10◦, the
numerical calculation result of full-air film hole in the vane
body (case III) is 3.490548N·m, and the resultant torque
of the experimental data is 3.6104N·m. The differences
between the numerical calculation results and the experimen-
tal data are 3.319%, 2.454% and 6.651% for the deflection
angles of −10◦, −2◦, +10◦, respectively. The above com-
parisons verify the accuracy of the numerical calculation
method applied in the study of guide vane torque in the
article.

IV. CONCLUSION
This article studies three influencing factors on the torque
of the rotating guide vane of the variable geometry turbine
guide vane adjusting mechanism in a variable cycle engine.
At the guide vane deflection angles of −10◦, −8◦, −6◦,
−4◦, −2◦, 0◦, +2◦, +4◦, +6◦, +8◦ and +10◦, the targets
are the effects of turbulence intensity, flow ratio and air film
hole distribution on the guide vane torque. CFD temperature–
fluid–solid coupling algorithm and UDF program are used
to solve the torque of the guide vane shaft. The calculation
results were compared with the experimental data provided
by the research institute. The following conclusions have
been drawn.

1) The temperature distribution of the pressure and suc-
tion surfaces of the guide vanes clearly shows a gradient
distribution change. And the surface of the guide vanes
is well cooled by the air film. There will be a significant
temperature gradient at the leading and trailing edges
of the blade. There is a significant thermal stress. This
is consistent with the location where ablation is prone
to occur in the actual operation of the turbine guide
vanes. The pressure distribution on the pressure and
suction surfaces of the guide vanes clearly shows a
gradient distribution change. A distinct low-pressure
area appears after each air-exhaust film holes. That is,
a sudden drop in pressure. This leads to oscillations in
the pressure in front of and behind the air film holes.
This causes the guide vanes to be subjected to high
lateral pressure. It generates aerodynamic and friction
torque at the rotating shaft of the guide vane. And
the maximum velocity of the flow field increases with
increasing deflection angle. The maximum velocities
of the flow field are 522.5m/s, 534.4m/s and 600.8m/s
for the guide vane deflection angles of −10◦, 0◦ and
+10◦, respectively.

2) At 1%, 5% and 10% turbulence intensities, the aerody-
namic torque of the guide vane first increases and then
decreases with the deflection angle. At the deflection
angle −2◦, the aerodynamic torque reaches the maxi-
mum value. The aerodynamic torques are 1.08067N·m,
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1.07129N·m and 1.06198N·m for the turbulence inten-
sities of 1%, 5% and 10%, respectively. At the
deflection angle+10◦, the aerodynamic torque reaches
the minimum value. The aerodynamic torques are
0.544089N·m, 0.533761N·m and 0.523507N·m for the
turbulence intensities of 1%, 5% and 10%, respectively.
And with the turbulence intensity increasing, the aero-
dynamic torque of the guide vane slightly decreases.
At the same deflection angle, the aerodynamic torques
of 1%, 5% and 10% turbulence intensities decrease
sequentially. At the turbulence intensities of 1%, 5%
and 10%, the friction torque of the guide vane decreases
with the deflection angle. At the deflection angle
−10◦, the friction torque reaches the maximum value.
The friction torques are 2.74186N·m, 2.73135N·m
and 2.72179N·m for the turbulence intensities of 1%,
5% and 10%, respectively. At the deflection angle
+10◦, the friction torque reaches the minimum value.
The friction torques are 2.36145N·m, 2.35275N·m and
2.34388N·m for the turbulence intensities of 1%, 5%
and 10%, respectively. And with the turbulence inten-
sity increasing, the friction torque of the guide vane
slightly decreases. At the same deflection angle, the
friction torques of 1%, 5% and 10% turbulence inten-
sities decrease sequentially.

3) At 4%, 8% and 12% flow ratios, the aerodynamic
torque of the guide vane first increases and then
decreases with the deflection angle. At the deflection
angle −2◦, the aerodynamic torque reaches the maxi-
mum value. The aerodynamic torques are 1.07167N·m,
1.02416N·m and 0.948665N·m for the flow ratios of
4%, 8% and 12%, respectively. At the deflection angle
+10◦, the aerodynamic torque reaches the minimum
value. The aerodynamic torques are 0.533761N·m,
0.493313N·m and 0.441955N·m for the flow ratios of
4%, 8% and 12%, respectively. And with the flow ratio
increasing, the aerodynamic torque of the guide vane
slightly decreases. At the same deflection angle, the
aerodynamic torques of 4%, 8% and 12% flow ratios
decrease sequentially. At the flow ratios of 4%, 8% and
12%, the friction torque of the guide vane decreases
with the deflection angle. At the deflection angle
−10◦, the friction torque reaches the maximum value.
The friction torques are 2.73135N·m, 2.70744N·m and
2.69270N·m for the flow ratios of 4%, 8% and 12%,
respectively. At the deflection angle +10◦, the friction
torque reaches the minimum value. The friction torques
are 2.35275N·m, 2.33004N·m and 2.31268N·m for the
flow ratios of 4%, 8% and 12%, respectively. And with
the flow ratio increasing, the friction torque of the guide
vane slightly decreases. At the same deflection angle,
the friction torques of 4%, 8% and 12% flow ratios
decrease sequentially.

4) At the four distributions of case I, case II, case III
and case IV, the aerodynamic torque of the guide vane
first increases and then decreases with the deflection

angle. And in the range of −10◦ to 0◦, with the same
deflection angle, the aerodynamic torque of case II is
the biggest. The aerodynamic torque of case IV is the
smallest. The aerodynamic torques of case I, case II,
case III and case IV decrease sequentially. However,
in the range of 0◦ to +10◦, with the same deflection
angle, the aerodynamic torque of case III is the biggest.
The aerodynamic torque of case IV is the smallest. The
aerodynamic torques of case I, case II, case III and
case IV decrease sequentially. At the four distributions
of case I, case II, case III and case IV, the friction
torque of the guide vane decreases with the deflection
angle. And in the range of−10◦ to+10◦, with the same
deflection angle, the friction torque of case II is the
biggest. The friction torque of case IV is the smallest.
The friction torques of case I, case II, case III and case
IV decrease sequentially.
At the four distributions of case I, case II, case III
and case IV, the resultant torque of the guide vane
first increases and then decreases with the deflec-
tion angle. At the deflection angle −2◦, the resultant
torque reaches the maximum value. The resultant
torques are 3.67468N·m, 3.7893N·m, 3.66782N·m and
2.454149N·m for the four distributions of case I,
case II, case III and case IV, respectively. At the deflec-
tion angle +10◦, the resultant torque reaches the min-
imum value. The resultant torques are 2.860086N·m,
2.862529N·m, 2.823353N·m and 1.80732N·m for the
four distributions of case I, case II, case III and case IV,
respectively. And in the range of−10◦ to−4◦, with the
same deflection angle, the resultant torque of case II
is the biggest. The resultant torque of case IV is the
smallest. The resultant torques of case I, case II, case III
and case IV decrease sequentially. However, in the
range of −2◦ to +10◦, with the same deflection angle,
the resultant torque of case II is the biggest. The resul-
tant torque of case IV is the smallest. The resultant
torques of case I, case II, case III and case IV decrease
sequentially. At the same time, the research institute
provided experimental data of the resultant torque. The
result indicates that the coupling calculation results
are in good agreement with the experimental data.
The numerical simulation results have high reliabil-
ity. It is feasible to provide the required torque for
the design of variable geometry turbine adjusting
mechanisms.
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