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ABSTRACT In this paper, a single-inductor multi-input single-output (SI-MISO) DC-DC boost converter is
used for solar photovoltaic (PV) systems in DC or AC grids. The converter with N number of inputs combines
energy from PV panels along with fuel cells (FCs) to maintain stability. By implementing a new switching
algorithm in the converter, the output voltage of the converter and the power absorbed from each source
can be controlled independently, resulting in a simple and unique controller. In addition, the multivariable
control system can be controlled as N number of single-input single-output (SISO) systems without any
delay between switches due to the small-signal model of the converter and the proposed proportional-
integral-derivative (PID) cascade control scheme. For each PV source, an independent maximum power
point tracking (MPPT) algorithm can be employed, and the current sharing among different sources can
be achieved independently. The converter’s operating modes and the designed controller are present in the
paper. Experimental results using a 100-W prototype converter validate the accuracy and efficiency of the
proposed control scheme.

INDEX TERMS Multi-input single-output dc–dc converter, photovoltaic systems, proportional-integral-
derivative (PID) cascade control, renewable energy.

I. INTRODUCTION
Renewable energy sources, such as solar photovoltaic (PV)
systems, are increasingly integrated into our modern power
grids. However, variables, including sun exposure, temper-
ature, and shadow fluctuations, have significant impacts on
the efficiency of PV panels [1]. It is essential to combine
multiple energy sources (PV panels, wind turbines, fuel cells,
or batteries) in an energy conversion system due to theirmutu-
ally complementary nature [2], [3]. The integrated power
supply system is more flexible, reliable, and efficient than
conventional single-PV sources with the maximum power
point tracking (MPPT). A typical procedure to convert energy
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from multiple sources is to link two or more DC voltage
sources to DC-DC converters and create a steady output
voltage for the load with a proper control setup [4], [5].
The use of multiple independent single-input, single-output
(SISO) DC-DC converters provides some advantages, such
as being user-friendly, but also requires a large number of
components and a high cost. To address these problems,
References [3], [6], and [7] have proposed various types
of multi-input, multi-output DC-DC converters, in which
the quantity of semiconductors and inductors is effectively
reduced, and thus, enhance the power density and reduce the
price. A PV system, along with batteries, supercapacitors,
or fuel cells (FCs), can be integrated through a multi-input
DC-DC converter [8], as shown in Fig. 1, forming a hybrid
energy grid-tied system.
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A multi-input converter can be categorized into two major
categories: isolated and non-isolated. Isolated DC-DC con-
verters are suitable for applications that require isolation
between inputs and outputs. Using a multi-winding trans-
former for electrical isolation in an isolated multi-input
converter increases the size and the total losses. In [9], [10],
and [11], different types of isolated converters are introduced.
On the other hand, it is possible to design a PV system with
a less complex structure and enhance its efficiency by using
non-isolated multi-input DC-DC converters [12], [13]. In this
paper, the non-isolated single-inductor multi-input single-
output (SI-MISO) DC-DC converter introduced in [7] (Fig. 2)
is adopted.

FIGURE 1. Hybrid energy grid-tied systems.

FIGURE 2. The non-isolated SI-MISO DC-DC converter [7].

The SI-MISO DC-DC converter only has one inductor,
and the inductor is the only path for power to flow through
all ports, thereby achieving high power density and reducing
the overall volume and weight of the converter [14]. Current
sharing while simultaneously regulating the output voltage
is one of the main challenges in the design of multi-input
converters. Variations in each input source can also affect
the control of other input sources. For instance, FCs have
become increasingly popular as auxiliary power sources due
to their cleanliness, high efficiency, and stable performance.

However, the long startup period and slow transient char-
acteristics of FCs make them hard to combine with other
sources [1], [12]. To achieve the MPPT, current sharing
between input sources, output voltage regulation, and the
total absorbed power control simultaneously, an effective
multivariable control system is urgently needed.

Although non-isolated multi-input converters have a lower
cost, smaller size and higher efficiency, controlling these
converters has always been a challenge, specifically when the
converter is used in PV applications and theMPPT is required
for PV inputs. From the control perspective, multi-input con-
verters aremultivariable systems, and their control is different
from SISO converters. Many linear and non-linear methods
are available to control multi-input converters, each with
advantages and disadvantages. In [1], [14], and [15], a decou-
pling network is introduced to change a multi-variable/input
system into multiple SISO systems, but the MPPT cannot be
used, and a system with a high number of inputs becomes
very complicated and unstable. Other methods to control
MIMO converters are proposed in [16] and [17], but they are
complicated, and also do not have the MPPT.

To overcome these challenges, in this paper, we propose an
effective control method for the SI-MISO DC-DC converter
for PV applications. The main contributions of this paper
include:

1) Using the proposed control method, each PV source is
equipped with a MPPT control, and the whole system
has an output voltage controller, all working indepen-
dently. This proposed control method is applicable to
all multi-port DC-DC converters with similar switching
behavior as the studied SI-MISO DC-DC converter.

2) Generally, the output voltage of a boost converter
cannot be controlled directly by linear controllers.
In this paper, a proportional-integral-derivative (PID)
cascade controller is proposed to control the output
voltage of the converter indirectly through the inductor
current [4], [18], [19].

3) The proposed PID cascade controller is simple to
implement, and has high robustness and fast dynamics,
which has been proven through experimental results in
Section V.

The paper is organized as follows: in Section II, the SI-
MISO converter is introduced; the novel control method is
proposed in Section III; in Section IV, experimental results
using a 100 W prototype are provided to validate the pro-
posed control performance in the SI-MIMO converter; and
conclusions are drawn in Section V.

II. CONVERTER ANALYSIS AND DESIGN
The SI-MISO converter used in this study is shown in Fig. 2.
There are multiple input power sources, a PV system (Vin1)
and (N-1) FCs (Vin2)-( VinN) to provide a reliable output. R is
the load resistance, representing the equivalent power sup-
plied by a grid-connected inverter. There are power switches,
S1, S3, . . . ., SN, that control the output voltage and power
flow of the converter. Based on the number of input sources,
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working restrictions are applied to the circuit; and to simply
the circuit, the branch with unidirectional switches, MOS-
FETs and diodes is converted into a single diode (S1) and a
MOSFET (D2); otherwise, we can add D1 in S1 branch and
S2 in D2 branch to rectify the restrictions [14].

To simplify the operating mode analysis, the dual-input
version (one PV and one FC) of the converter is evaluated.
The following are restrictions of the converter with two
inputs:

1) Vin1 > Vin2
2) Vout > Vin1

Figs. 3 and 4 show operating modes and waveforms,
respectively. To simplify the converter analysis, it is assumed
that the semiconductor devices are ideal, the voltage of
all capacitors is constant, and the magnetizing inductance
L is large enough, leading to a constant inductor current
(IL) with low current ripples. Working conditions are deter-
mined by polarities of the switches. When using more than
two input sources, the same analysis method applies, and
all switches in branches parallel to the inductor behave
exactly like the switch S3. Working restrictions are rec-
tified by the proposed output voltage controller, which
has a high stability around the operating point of the
converter.

A. VOLTAGE GAIN AND COMPONENTS DESIGN
In the SI-MISO converter, the inductor is energized at the
first two working stages, and de-energized at the last working
stage to supply the load. Therefore, the switching period of
the converter has three different operating modes based on
the switches and one inductor as follows:
Interval 1 (t0∼t1) [Fig. 3(b)]: In this mode, from the

beginning of this interval (t0), the gate-source signal to
both switches is applied, and only the switch S1 conducts.
The energy of the first input source (PV) is transferred to
the inductor and the inductor voltage is Vi1 . The capacitor,
C1, is discharging, and the capacitor, Cin, is transferring
energy to the inductor. The diodes, D3 and D2, and the
switch, S3, are reverse biased and do not conduct. The fol-
lowing equations are derived based on Kirchhoff’s current
law (KCL):

VL = Vi1 = VCin , iC1 = −io, iCin = iin1 − iL (1)

VD2 = −Vo < 0, VDS3 = Vi2 − Vi1 < 0 (2)

where Eq. (2) shows why D3, D2 and S3 are reverse biased.
Interval 2 (t1∼t2) [Fig. 3(c)]: At t1, the gate-source signal

of the switch, S1, is turned off, while the gate-source signal
of S3 is still applying. In this mode, the switch, S3, conducts.
This time, the energy of the second input source FC is trans-
ferred to the inductor and is being charged by the voltage
of Vi2 . Moreover, the capacitor, C1, is discharging, while the
capacitor, Cin, is charging from the first input. The diode,D1,
is reverse biased and does not conduct, and the switch, S1,
is turned off. The following equations are derived based on

Kirchhoff’s current law (KCL):

VL = Vi2 , Vi1 = VCin , iC1 = −io, iCin = iin1 (3)

VS1 = Vi1 − Vi2 > 0, VD2 = Vi1 − (Vi2 + Vo) < 0 (4)

Interval 3 (t2∼t3) [Fig. 3(d)]: At t2, both switches, S1
and S3, are turned off. Only the diode D2 is conducting. The
energy from the inductor and the first input is transferred to
the load, and the inductor is being discharged by the voltage
of Vii −Vo. The capacitor C1 is charging, while the capacitor
Cin is discharging. In this mode, the diode D3 is turned off.
The following equations are derived:

VL = Vi1 − Vo, iC1 = iL − io, iCin = iin1 − iL (5)

VS1 = Vo + Vi2 − Vi1 > 0, VDS3 = Vo > 0 (6)

FIGURE 3. The SI-MISO converter and its equivalent circuits in different
working stages: (a) converter, (b) [t0, t1] in CCM, (c) [t1, t2] in CCM, (d) [t2,
t3] in CCM.

By applying the flux balance theory to the inductor, the
following equations are derived from (1), (3) and (5) to
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calculate the inductor current in (7). The voltage relationship
between Vo, Vi1 and Vi2 is shown in (8).

iL =
io
D2

=
Vo

R1 × D2
, iL =

i2
D3

, iL =
i1

D1 + D2
(7)

Vo =
(D1 + D2) × Vi1 + D3 × Vi2

D2
(8)

FIGURE 4. Waveforms of the switches gate signals (Vgs1 and Vgs3 ),
drain-source voltages (VDS1

and VDS3
) and currents (IDS1

and IDS3
), and

the inductor voltage (VL) and current (IL) of the studied converter under
steady state.

By considering a desired peak-to-peak ripple current,
the inductance of the inductor in the circuit is deter-
mined in (9). The converter is designed to work in the
continuous-conduction mode (CCM), thereby, the inductor
current will never be zero. Based on this working condition,
the minimum inductor capacity can be obtained in (10).

L =
(Vi1 − Vo) × D2

2 × 1iL
× TS

=
Vi2 × D3 + Vi1 × D1

2 × 1iL
× TS (9)

LMin

= Min


D2
2×

[(
Vo − Vi1

) (
R

2×Vo

)]
×TS(

R×D3×D2×Vi2
)
+

(
R×D1×D2×Vi1

)
2×Vo

×TS


(10)

The peak-to-peak ripple voltage is used to determine the
capacitance of the capacitors C1 and Cin as follows:

C1 =
(1 − D2) × io
2 × 1VC1

× TS =
(D1 + D3) × io

2 × 1VC1

× TS (11)

Cin =
(D1 + D3) × ii1

2 × 1VC1

× TS (12)

B. DYNAMIC MODELING OF THE CONVERTER
The multi-input converter is controlled by the switches, S1,
S3, S4, . . . , and Sn. Each switch has a unique duty cycle. The
output voltage and MPPT for the PV input can be adjusted
through a proper switch duty cycle regulation. To design
closed-loop controllers and study transient and steady state
behaviors, the dynamicmodel of the SI-MISO converter must
be obtained first. Small-signal configurations are necessary to
describe the stability and transient behaviors of the converter.

An optimized controller is designed based on a small-
signal model. In particular, for a MISO converter, an effective
small-signal configuration is crucial for the closed-loop
control and converter dynamics optimization. Unlike con-
ventional single-input converters, a multiport converter is
a high-order system, the symbolic derivation of its plant
transfer function is rather monotonous, and it is challenging
to find poles and zeros. Alternatively, the plant dynamics
can be described in a matrix format, so the bode graph of
different transfer functions can be plotted [20], [21]. Based
on the small-signal modeling method [Y], the state variable,
duty ratios, and input voltages include two parts, DC values
(X , D, V ) and perturbations (x̂, d̂ , v̂). The perturbations are
assumed to be small during one switching cycle, and do not
vary significantly over time. We have the following equations
for the converter under study:

iL (t) = IL + îL (t)
vo (t) = Vo + v̂o(t)
d1 (t) = D1 + d̂1(t)
d3 (t) = D3 + d̂3 (t)

...

dn (t) = Dn+1 + d̂n+1 (t)
vpv (t) = Vpv + v̂pv (t)

(13)

where iL (t) is the inductor current and vo (t) is the output
capacitor voltage state variable. For a converter with more
than one input, n is the number of switches in the MISO
converter. In a three inputs model, for instance, n is equal to 3,
and the duty cycle variables are d1 (t), d3 (t), and d4 (t) .

In this paper, there is only one PV source as the pri-
mary source, and other inputs parallel to the inductor aim to
enhance the circuit reliability. Based on the equation of each
variable, the inductor and capacitor equations are determined
for each interval. The open-loop steady state equations of the
converter are derived in (14), as shown at the bottom of the
next page, for any number of inputs.

As a result of (15), as shown at the bottom of the next page,
the system can be represented as a matrix using a state-space
model, where x, y, and z are state variables. The state-space
model is presented as follows:

˙̃x = Ax̃ + Bũ
ỹ = Cx̃ + Dũ

(16)
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where ũ is a vector of control variables contains control
inputs, d1 (t), d3 (t), . . . , and dn (t), ỹ is a matrix of the
system’s outputs, and x̃ is a vector representing the state
variables.

So, the matrixes ˙̃x, ỹ, and ũ are in the following form:

˙̃x =

 îL (t)
v̂pv(t)
v̂o(t)

 , ỹ =

[
îL (t)
v̂o(t)

]
, ũ =


d̂1 (t)
d̂3 (t)

...

d̂n (t)

 (17)

As a result of using the state equations (15), for the
converter with a PV source and a backup FC source, the
state space equations and A, B, C , and D matrices are as
follows (18)–(20), as shown at the bottom of the next page.

C. INDEPENDENT CONTROL OF OUTPUT VOLTAGE AND
INPUT POWER
There is an independent control of the input voltage and
output voltage in the converter [12].
Firstly, according to (8), the terms (D1 + D2) can be

rewritten as (1 −D3), as we assume the whole cycle is equal
to 1 (D1 + D2 + D3 = 1). Also, (1 − D3 − D1) is used to
represent D2. The output voltage equation of the converter is
given by

Vo =
(1 − D3) ×V i1 + D3 × Vi2

1 − D3 − D1
, D3 > D1 (21)

According to (21), the output voltage is controlled only by
D3. The duty cycle of the switch connected to the input with

FIGURE 5. Relation of the two input voltages in the two-port SI-MISO
converter to determine the main input.

the lowest voltage, known as the ‘‘main input’’ (S3), is always
higher than the duty cycle of switches connected to other
inputs.

Fig. 5 shows that the duty cycle of switch S3 is greater than
the duty cycle of switch S1. Other switches are slaves (S1)
if they are connected to a PV source with the MPPT. If it is
assumed that (D3 > D1), we can estimate the denominator
of (21) as (1 − D3). Therefore, the output voltage depends
only on themain input. Fig. 5 illustrates (21) usingMATLAB.
In the region in blue color in Fig. 5 (top view), the duty cycle
of S3 (D3) is higher than the duty cycle of S1 (D1), and it is
always the case that Vin1 is lower than Vin2 in Fig. 5 (whole
View), and the restrictions have been described in Section II.
Fig. 5 indicates that, based on (21), the switch connected to
the input with the lowest voltage (the main input) has a higher
duty cycle than switches connected to other inputs.

Interval(1) : L
dîL (t)
dt

= −v̂pv(t), Co
dv̂o(t)
dt

= −
v̂o(t)
Ro

,Cpv
dvpv
dt

=
v̂pv(t)
Rpveq

− îL (t)

Interval(2) : L
dîL (t)
dt

= −Vi2 , Co
dv̂o(t)
dt

= −
v̂o(t)
Ro

, Cpv
dv̂pv(t)
dt

=
v̂pv(t)
Rpveq

Interval(3) : L
dîL (t)
dt

= −Vi3 , Co
dv̂o(t)
dt

= −
v̂o(t)
Ro

, Cpv
dv̂pv(t)
dt

=
v̂pv(t)
Rpveq

...
... (14)

Interval(n) : L
dîL (t)
dt

= −Vin , Co
dv̂o(t)
dt

= −
v̂o(t)
Ro

, Cpv
dv̂pv(t)
dt

=
v̂pv(t)
Rpveq

Interval(n+ 1) : L
dîL (t)
dt

= v̂pv(t) −
v̂o(t)
Ro

, Co
dv̂o(t)
dt

= îL (t) −
v̂o(t)
Ro

, Cpv
dv̂pv(t)
dt

=
v̂pv(t)
Rpveq

− îL (t)

L
dîL (t)
dt

=

(
1 − d̂n (t)

)
v̂o (t) +

(
1 + d̂1 (t) − d̂3 (t) − · · · − d̂n (t)

)
v̂pv (t)

+

(
d̂3 (t) + · · · d̂n (t)

) (
−v̂o (t) − v̂pv (t) + Vi2 + · · · + Vin

)
+ d̂1 (t)

(
v̂pv (t) − Vi2 − · · · − Vin

)
Co
dv̂o(t)
dt

= îL (t)
(
1 − d̂n (t)

)
− îL (t)

(
d̂n (t)

)
−
v̂o(t)
Ro

Cpv
dvpv(t)
dt

=
v̂pv(t)
Rpveq

+ îL (t)
(
2d̂n (t) + · · · + 2d̂3 (t) − 2d̂1 (t) − 1

)
(15)
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Secondly, from (21), the output voltage Vo only depends
on D3, i.e., D3 can solely control the output voltage of the
converter. From (19), Vpv is related to bothD1 andD3. There-
fore, to design the MPPT, we can assume D3 as a constant
value corresponding to Vo. The MPPT is developed for the
duty cycle of switch S1(D1), and changes in D3 are treated
as disturbances, and the MPPT’s PID controller adjusts D1 in
response to disturbances.

III. THE PROPOSED CONTROL SCHEME
Two major challenges in implementing multi-input convert-
ers are the current sharing and output voltage regulation.
Variations of each input source affect the control of other
input sources. Besides the duty cycle of switches needs to
be controlled, the delay between switches should also be
controlled for the MPPT and current sharing. Therefore,
the current sharing and the MPPT algorithms of multi-input
DC-DC converters are affected by various variables, which
make their control circuit complicated.

For the SI-MISO converter in this paper, the MPPT control
for each PV input source and the output voltage regulation
are independent of each other, as explained in Section II.
For the converter’s control circuit design, the following two
possibilities are considered [12]:
1) Possibility 1: To independently manage the output volt-

age in stand-alone applications, the voltage of at least
one input source must be lower than theMPP voltage of
PV cells. This source does not require the MPPT, and
it can be fuel cells or backup batteries (Fig. 6).

2) Possibility 2: If PV cells are the only input sources,
the MPPT is required, and all switches are regulated
independently by the MPPT algorithms. Due to lack of
amain input, the grid-connected inverter should control
the output voltage by supplying the power balance at a
desired voltage [12].

From (19), the transfer function matrix of the converter can
be obtained as follows:

G = C (sI − A)−1 B+ D (22)

where G is the system’s transfer function, s is a variable
in the Laplace domain of the operator, and I is an identity

FIGURE 6. Overview of the control system for the SI-MISO converter [12].

matrix. The number of control variables is demonstrated by
the G matrix’s rank. The transfer function for the SI-MISO
converter is expressed as follows [14]:

For n inputs :


y1
y2
...

yn

 =


g11 g12 · · · gn1
g21 g22 · · · gn2
...

...
. . . · · ·

g1n g2n
... gnn



u1
u2
...

un


For 2 inputs :

[
y1
y2

]
=

[
g11 g12
g21 g22

] [
u1
u2

]
(23)

where the system’s input vector is u, and its output vector
is y. The transfer function between yi and uj is defined by
gij. The control method consists of n independent controllers
for each switch of the SI-MISO converter as a variable.
Therefore, to control the converter with two inputs, the system
has two independent control variables. The switch is linked
to PV sources, which can be differentiated from the transfer
function, responsible for the MPPT of this PV source. The
other switches are responsible to control the output voltage.

In this paper, because we consider a two-port MISO con-
verter with two output variables (VC , IL), the output voltage
(VC ) generally cannot be controlled directly with linear
controllers. Therefore, by using the inductor current (IL) feed-
back in the PID cascade control structure, the output voltage

L
dîL (t)
dt

=

(
1 − d̂3 (t)

)
v̂o (t) +

(
1 + d̂1 (t) − d̂3 (t)

)
v̂pv (t) +

(
−v̂o (t) − v̂pv (t) + Vi2

)
+ d̂1 (t)

(
v̂pv (t) − Vi2

)
(18)

Co
dv̂o(t)
dt

= îL (t)
(
1 − d̂3 (t)

)
− îL (t) d̂3 (t) −

v̂o (t)
Ro

, Cpv
dvpv(t)
dt

=
v̂pv(t)
Rpveq

+ îL (t)
(
2d̂3 (t) − 2d̂1 (t) − 1

)
(19)

A =


0

1 + D1 − D3

L
1 − D3

L
D3 − D1 − 1

Cin

1
Cin × Rpveq

0

1 − D3

Co
0

−1
Ro × Co

 ; B =


Vpv − V2

L
−Vo − Vpv + V2

L
−IL
Cin

IL
Cin

0
−IL
Co

 ;

C =
[
0 1 0

]
; D = 0 (20)

114758 VOLUME 11, 2023



A. Asadi et al.: Novel Control Approach for a SI-MISO DC–DC Boost Converter for PV Applications

(VC ) can be indirectly controlled. This method includes two
PID controllers, as shown in Fig. 7.

Due to small signal characteristics of boost converters, the
transfer function Vo

/
u is unstable and has a pole on the right

side of the Root-Lucas diagram. A PID cascade controller
can rectify this problem. As the first step, a PID controller is
designed for the inductor current transfer function as follows:

Ts =
IL
Iref

=
C1 (s) ∗ H1(s)

1 + C1 (s) ∗ H1(s)
(24)

where Ts, as shown in Fig. 8, is the transfer function of the
inductor current, and its closed-loop equation is introduced
in (19). H1 is equal to IL

/
u. The control system can be

simplified once the first PID controller (C1) is designed.

FIGURE 7. The control diagram of the SI-MISO DC-DC converter.

FIGURE 8. The PID cascade structure.

FIGURE 9. First PID controller.

The output of Ts is then calculated using the inductor
current. As a result, the transfer functionH2 (s) is proposed to
design the second PID controller based on the output voltage
reference in (26).

H3 (s) =
VC
IL

= H2 (s) ∗ H1(s)−1 (25)

X (s) =
VC
ILref

= H3 (s) ∗ T (s) (26)

Eq. (26) indicates thatH3 (s) is related to the VC/IL equation,
and the second PID controller is designed for the transfer
function X (s), as shown in Fig. 9.

When developing PID controllers, their dynamic responses
must be considered. The dynamic response of the first loop
related to the inductor current is considerably faster than the
dynamics of the capacitor voltage [15], [18]. This differ-
ence between responses of two feedbacks cause unbalance

between two PID controllers. In each cycle, the inner loop,
which consists of the inductor current feedback, has a faster
transfer function compared to the external feedback, which
consists of the output voltage feedback. Therefore, for an
adequate design, the current loop’s bandwidth must be ten
times greater than the output voltage loop.

Parameter specifications of the PID controllers are given
in Tables 1 and 2. Using the PID Tuner application in MAT-
LAB and based on the trial-and-error method, the controller
parameters can be obtained.

The phase margin of the converter should be within the
range of [60◦, 80◦] [14], and the gainmargin should be greater
than 10 dB. Fig. 10 shows the Bode diagram of the converter
before and after using the proposed PID cascade controller.

TABLE 1. The PID controller’s parameters.

TABLE 2. The PID controller’s behaviors.

FIGURE 10. Bode plots of the closed loop system before and after the PID
cascade controller.

IV. RESULTS
A. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS
In this section, the proposed control method for the SI-
MISO DC-DC converter is validated by experimental results
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TABLE 3. Parameter specifications of the 100 W prototype converter.

FIGURE 11. The prototype of the SI-MISO DC-DC converter with two
inputs.

using a 100 W prototype converter. The parameters used for
this prototype converter with two input sources to supply a
stand-alone load are shown in Table 3. The prototype con-
verter’s system set-up for experiments in the lab is shown in
Fig. 11. The converter can be used to manage power for solar
PV panels or a battery storage system, and optimize energy
utilization.

Figs. 12, 13 and 14 show experimental results with the
input sources connected to solar cells and a fuel cell simulator.
The output voltage, inductor current, and duty cycle of the
switches S1 and S3 are shown in Fig. 12 during the open-loop
operation under nominal conditions. The measured output
voltage and inductor current are almost at 100 V and 6 A,
respectively, close to their specifications in Table 3. The duty
cycles of switches S1 and S3 are 0.36 and 0.75, respectively.
These output voltage and inductor current are within the
desired range, indicating that design parameters are selected
correctly.

The system was further tested under closed-loop condi-
tions, as shown in Figs. 13, 14, and 15. Firstly, the converter

was tested during a sudden disturbance of input sources.
Fig. 13(a) shows changes in the fuel cell voltage, VFC ,
from 20 V to 12 V; Figs. 13(b) and 13(c) show changes in
the PV cell’s voltage from 30 V to 12 V, and VFC from 20 V
to 15 V, separately and simultaneously.

Secondly, the converter was also tested for a sudden load
change. In Fig. 14(a), the load was suddenly reduced from
100� to 50�, and in Fig. 14(b), the load was increased from
100 � to 200 �. The MPPT control for PV cells operates
independently from the proposed PID cascade controller in
the converter. Fig. 15 shows the results of theMPPT operation
under a shading condition. It is found that the proposed sys-
tem can successfully track the maximum power point despite
the presence of shading. The MPPT algorithm can adjust
the duty cycle of the converter to maintain the PV source at
its maximum power point, while the PID cascade controller
ensures that the system is operating at the highest efficiency.

The experimental results indicate that under challenging
conditions, such as shading and sudden changes in input
voltages and load, the proposed systemmaintains stable oper-
ation and an overall efficiency of 92.4% at full load. The
components count is low in the converter, there are only two
conducting switches/diodes in Stage two, and one conducting
switch or diode in other two stages, leading to low conduction
losses, and contributing to a high system efficiency. In terms
of the control system performance, the proposed controller
has fast dynamic response, zero steady-state errors, and high
stability under various testing scenarios; and it also has a low
cost and is simple to implement.

B. ANALYSIS OF POWER LOSS AND COMPARISON WITH
PREVIOUS WORKS
The power transfer efficiency is defined as the ratio of the
power flowing out of the converter to the power flowing into
the converter from all input sources (both the PV source and
the fuel cell). To determine the power losses of the compo-
nents, we can calculate the root mean square (RMS) current
in (27) and the equivalent resistance of each component.

Is(rms) =

√
1
Ts

∫
(Is + 1Is)2dt (27)

Table 4 shows the percentage of power losses for each
component. The inductor has the highest power losses, as it is
the only component with the current flowing through it at all
stages. Fig. 16 shows the overall efficiency of the converter
under different output power through experiments.

Table 5 shows the comparison between the converter in this
paper and multi-input converters in [6], [12], [21], [22], [23],
[24], [25], [26], [27], [28], and [29]. Due to their low output
voltage levels, converters in [21], [23], [24], [25], and [27] are
not effective to connect renewable energy sources to power
grids. The converter in this paper has the fewest elements
count, and thus, can be realized with a smaller volume and
a lower price. In terms of the control method, in the converter
in this paper, each switch is controlled separately without
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TABLE 4. RMS current and power losses of each component.

TABLE 5. Comparison of the studied converter in this paper and existing multi-input converters with two input sources in the literature.

FIGURE 12. Experimental waveforms of the converter in open-loop operation: (a) duty cycle of switches S1 and
S3, (b) open-loop operation under nominal conditions.

FIGURE 13. Experimental waveforms of the output voltage (Vo) and inductor current (IL) of the converter: (a) change the fuel cell voltage VFC form 20 V
to 12 V; (b) change PV cell voltage Vpv from 30 V to 12 V, and VFC from 20 V to 15 V at two different time separately; and (c) change Vpv from 30 V to 12 V
and VFC from 20 V to 15 V simultaneously.

using a decoupling network, so the control can be done in
a straightforward and practical way and is much simpler

in experimental implementation than other multi-variable
converters.
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FIGURE 14. Experimental waveforms of the output voltage (Vo) and inductor current (IL) of the converter:
(a) the load decreased from 100 � to 50 �; (b) the load increased from 100 � to 200 �.

FIGURE 15. Testing the MPPT controller for the PV source in the converter under a shading condition.

TABLE 6. The simulated start-up behaviors of the proposed PID cascade
controller.

FIGURE 16. The total efficiency of the converter under different output
power through experiments.

Fig. 17 shows the simulated start-up responses of the
inductor current and the output voltage of the converter by
MATLAB/Simulink. Table 6 shows the simulated rise time,
settling time and overshoot during the start-up.

To improve the converter’s efficiency, as the future work,
soft-switching techniques can be applied to the circuit; the
wide-bandgap (WBG) semiconductors, such as GaN, can be

FIGURE 17. The simulated start-up responses of the inductor current
(top) and the output voltage (bottom) of the converter under normal
operation (S- seconds).

used to reduce the forward resistance in switches and diodes;
and a better inductor can be designed to reduce power losses.

V. CONCLUSION
In this paper, a non-isolated single-inductor multi-input
single-output DC-DC boost converter with multiple power
sources is investigated, and a novel PID cascade controller
is proposed to indirectly control the output voltage of the
converter with the inductor current. Since this converter can
control the output voltage and the input power independently,
the MPPT can be used for each PV source, regardless of the
control scheme for the output voltage. The proposed con-
troller is validated using a 100-W prototype converter with
two input sources. It is found that the controller maintains a
fast dynamic response, zero steady-state errors, and is highly
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robust against disturbances. This converter benefits from a
simple structure with fewer components compared to other
multi-input converters in the literature and thus achieved
92.4% efficiency in the prototype.
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