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ABSTRACT This paper presents an energy-efficient Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) adaptive streaming
system to maximize the overall quality of video streaming services for all clients in an energy-efficient
way over software-defined networking (SDN)-enabled Wi-Fi access points (APs). To achieve this goal, the
proposed system employs multi-path technology to overcome the limitations of a single Wi-Fi AP and adopts
the Luby transform (LT) code as forward error correction to support flexible and reliable data transmission
via multiple APs. Furthermore, the SDN controller manages the segment bitrate, code rate of the LT code, and
video packet transmission via multiple APs based on a global view of the network status, buffer occupancy,
and energy consumption. The proposed system is implemented by using network simulator 3 (NS-3) to
verify on a large-scale simulation environment and fully implemented in a real testbed to demonstrate its
feasibility. The experimental results show that the proposed system can provide superior performance with
lower energy consumption than any other existing system.

INDEX TERMS Adaptive streaming, software-defined network, multi-path, bitrate adaptation, segment
scheduling, fountain code.

I. INTRODUCTION services due to the limited and time-varying wireless network

Global mobile traffic has been growing rapidly due to the
popularity of video streaming services such as YouTube
[1], Netflix [2], and Disney+ [3]. According to the Inter-
national Telecommunication Union (ITU) report [4], overall
mobile traffic is expected to grow at a 55% annual rate
from 2020 to 2030. According to Ericsson [5], video data
traffic will account for 77 % of all mobile data traffic by 2026.
Wi-Fi is one of the key solutions to meet the growing demand
for wireless network resources. According to the Cisco Visual
Network Index [6], there will be 628 million public Wi-Fi
hotspots available worldwide by 2023. However, it is still
difficult to provide high-quality and smooth video streaming
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conditions.

Recently, HTTP adaptive streaming (HAS) has been
widely used to provide seamless video streaming ser-
vices over time-varying wireless networks. In 2012, the
Moving Picture Experts Group (MPEG) standardized HAS
as dynamic adaptive streaming over HTTP (DASH) [7].
In DASH, a video is encoded at multiple bitrates and divided
into smaller segments in a time unit. The media presentation
description (MPD) includes a list of encoded bitrates and
uniform resource locators (URLSs) of the segments. The video
segments and MPD are stored at the DASH server. The DASH
client requests an MPD file to the DASH server in order to
initiate video streaming. After receiving the MPD file, the
DASH client parses the MPD file to obtain information about
the selectable segments, and then continuously determines
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the bitrate of the next segment by considering the current
network condition and playback buffer time.

So far, a considerable amount of research efforts has been
devoted to seamless video streaming over time-varying net-
works. Spiteri et al. [8] employed Lyapunov optimization to
segment bitrate adaptation to ensure seamless video stream-
ing. Liu et al. [9] defined a smoothed HTTP throughput based
on the segment fetch time to detect bandwidth fluctuations
using only application layer information. Additionally, they
proposed a novel rate adaptation algorithm based on the
smoothed HTTP throughput to ensure stable video streaming.
Jiang et al. [10] proposed FESTIVE, which performs rate
adaptation while considering the tradeoffs among fairness,
efficiency, and stability on the bottleneck link. Li et al. [11]
proposed PANDA that utilizes the Transmission Control Pro-
tocol (TCP) congestion control to maintain a stable playback
buffer state. However, in these studies, quality degrada-
tion may still occur when multiple DASH clients compete
for a shared bottleneck link. Generally, each DASH client
independently determines and requests the next segment
by considering only the local network condition estimated
by itself. This process may cause several issues, such as
instability, unfairness, and underutilization of limited wire-
less network bandwidth [12], [13]. If the segment download
intervals of two DASH clients do not overlap, each DASH
client overestimates the available bandwidth of the shared
bottleneck link. As a result, these clients choose a higher
segment bitrate than the current network conditions for the
next segment request. Subsequently, if the next segment trans-
missions of the two clients overlap, congestion may occur
because the sum of the segment bitrates exceeds the current
available bandwidth of the shared link. This is known as an
ON-OFF problem [12]. These problems must be addressed
in enterprise/private networks where numerous clients share
a common link.

Software-defined networking (SDN) [14] is a network
configuration technology, in which a network is easily pro-
grammable by separating the control and forwarding planes.
In an SDN, the entire network is managed by a centralized
controller with open interfaces. SDN provides application
programming interfaces (APIs) that enable the implementa-
tion of network applications. Network applications can be
implemented and deployed to satisfy the specific require-
ments. Thus, combining SDN and HAS is effective for enter-
prise/private networks. Recently, considerable efforts have
been dedicated to SDN-enabled HAS. In [15], Bhat et al. pro-
posed a network-assisted adaptive bitrate streaming system.
It employs SDN for data flow management to optimize
cache content utilization and improve the quality of expe-
rience for DASH clients. In [16], Bentaleb et al. proposed
an SDN-enabled HAS architecture to optimize user QoE by
using reinforcement learning. In [17], Noh et al. proposed
an SDN-assisted HAS system in which an SDN controller
manages HAS requests in a local Wi-Fi network to provide
high-quality video streaming services while supporting user
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fairness over time-varying network conditions. However, it is
still difficult to provide high-quality video streaming services
without frozen video when tens and hundreds of mobile
devices attempt to associate with a single Wi-Fi access point
(AP) due to the limited wireless bandwidth.

Thus far, many studies have been devoted to methods for
effectively applying multiple wireless interface devices and
APs to overcome the limitations of wireless resources. Schep-
per et al. [18] analyzed that the overall network throughput
of a local area network (LAN) consisting of a variety of
APs, can be improved by dynamic flow redirection with
multiple network interface devices. Chen et al. [19] proposed
a smart AP architecture that seamlessly migrates devices
to connected APs by using multiple interfaces to balance
the network load. So et al. proposed an effective wireless
interface binding and a scheduling method to create a virtual
link between two nodes. However, these multiple connections
are vulnerable to the sudden degradation of wireless channels.
When the DASH client receives out-of-order packets owing
to the different channel statuses of multiple APs, goodput can
be seriously degraded because of the head-of-line blocking
(HOL) problem [20]. To handle this problem, a fountain code
can be employed. If a sender transfers source data after being
encoded with the fountain code to a receiver, the receiver can
obtain the source data regardless of packet loss or out-of-
order packets by decoding the fountain-encoded data. Thus,
the goodput can be improved significantly. Kwon et al. [21]
proposed a multi-path multimedia transport protocol that
controls fountain encoding parameters such as symbol size,
number of source symbols, and code rate by considering
the remaining playback buffer time and network conditions.
Pokhrel et al. [22] proposed a low-latency scheduling method
for vehicular Internet by combining multi-path TCP with con-
gestion control and forward error correction (FEC). Another
issue with supporting multiple connections is energy con-
sumption. Activating multiple network interfaces incurs high
energy consumption. Thus, these issues must be addressed
to enable multiple network interfaces for DASH clients
successfully. Until now, considerable studies have been
devoted to methods for energy-efficient data transmission.
Hoque et al. [23] proposed EStreamer, which defines the
relationship between traffic shaping and energy consump-
tion for TCP. Based on the relationship, the traffic burst
size was determined to provide smooth video streaming ser-
vices with low energy consumption. Bui et al. [24] proposed
GreenBag for real-time data streaming with energy-efficient
bandwidth aggregation. Abou-Zeid et al. [25] proposed an
energy-efficient predictive green streaming framework that
leverages the data rates of a wireless network to minimize
the base station power consumption by reducing the trans-
mission time of video streams. However, these studies did
not consider segment bitrate adaptation to provide seamless
streaming services over time-varying wireless networks.

In this paper, we propose an energy-efficient HTTP adap-
tive streaming system for all DASH clients via SDN-enabled
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Wi-Fi APs to maximize the overall video streaming quality
while minimizing energy consumption. The proposed system
utilizes multi-path technology to overcome the limitations of
a single Wi-Fi AP wireless bandwidth. Furthermore, fountain
code is employed as a forward error correction to support
flexible and reliable data transmission via multiple APs.
Moreover, the SDN controller manages the segment bitrate,
code rate, and packet distribution vector among multiple APs
and DASH clients during streaming service by using the
overall network status, buffer occupancy, and energy con-
sumption. The key contributions of this paper are summarized
as follows:

« Proposing an energy-efficient HAS system over multiple
SDN-enabled Wi-Fi APs, which employ the foun-
tain code, novel metafile, and energy-efficient packet
scheduling to provide high-quality streaming services
without frozen video.

« Employing multiple wireless network interfaces with
fountain code not only to overcome the limitation of
wireless bandwidth of a single AP but also to support
flexible and reliable data transmission via multiple APs.

o Designing the code rate of the LT code and packet
distribution determining process via multiple Wi-Fi APs
by considering the overall network status, remaining
playback buffer, and energy consumption.

o The proposed system is implemented by using network
simulator 3 (NS-3) [26] to validate its performance in
a large-scale environment. Additionally, a real Wi-Fi
testbed is implemented with ONOS and Raspberry PI
4s to verify the feasibility.

The rest of the paper is presented as follows. The basic idea
of fountain code and HAS is briefly introduced in Section II.
The details of the proposed energy-efficient HAS system
are described in Section III. The experimental results are
presented in Section IV, and finally, the concluding remarks
are provided in Section V.

Il. PRELIMINARY BACKGROUND
In this section, we briefly review the basic ideas of the foun-
tain code and HAS in Sections II-A and II-B, respectively.

A. FOUNTAIN CODE

Fountain codes (e.g. Luby transform (LT) [27], Online code
[28], Raptor [29], and RaptorQ [30]) are a class of era-
sure codes with high coding efficiency, flexibility, and low
encoding/decoding processing times. The fountain code can
generate encoding symbols infinitely from a finite number of
source symbols. Due to this feature, it is also called rateless
code. In fountain codes, the code rate (c) plays an important
role as it determines the amount of redundant data used for
error protection. That is defined by

c=k/n,

where k is the number of source symbols and 7 is the number
of fountain encoding symbols. When a receiver receives a
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sufficient number of encoded symbols, it can reconstruct
all source symbols, even if some packets are lost or out-of-
order. The overhead of the fountain code is negligible because
its average reception overhead of these fountain codes is
approximately 0.2 % when a source block consists of more
than 1,000 source symbols [31]. Due to these characteristics,
fountain codes have been widely employed to provide smooth
video streaming services over error-prone wireless networks.

B. HTTP ADAPTIVE STREAMING AND MPD

Has been widely used for commercial video streaming ser-
vices such as YouTube, Netflix, Disney, and Microsoft.
In HAS, a video is encoded at multiple bitrates, and then
divided into smaller segments within a certain time unit. The
segment information is contained in the MPD. The content
server stores both the video segments and the correspond-
ing MPD file. The MPD file is configured as an extensible
markup language (XML) that contains detailed segment
information and other metadata that is helpful to the client.
The MPD is organized hierarchically with Period, Adapta-
tionSet, Representation, and Segment. At the top layer, the
MPD contains an ordered list of one or more consecutive
non-overlapping periods. The Period layer represents the start
time or duration to provide a starting position of the video
stream. In each Period, there are several AdaptationSets.
The AdaptationSet layer specifies the media type, such as
video, audio, and caption. In the case of video, Adapta-
tionSet contains Representation layers. Each Representation
layer contains segment encoding features, such as resolu-
tion, encoding bitrate, frames per second (FPS), and video
codec). The Representation layer includes Segment layers
that provide the playback duration and URL of each segment.
To initiate HAS, the client requests and receives an MPD from
a content server. After receiving the MPD, the client analyzes
it to select an appropriate segment by considering the network
and remaining playback buffer status.

IIl. PROPOSED ENERGY-EFFICIENT COOPERATIVE HTTP
ADAPTIVE STREAMING SYSTEM

The goal of the proposed system is to maximize the
overall spatial video quality of all DASH clients in
an energy-efficient way without noticeable frozen video
instants, even if network congestion may occur at several
Wi-Fi APs. To achieve our research goal, the proposed system
utilizes multiple network interfaces to overcome the lim-
ited resources of a single Wi-Fi network. The LT-code is
employed as an FEC scheme to support flexible and reliable
data transmission via multiple APs. Additionally, an SDN is
employed to fulfill efficient segment packet scheduling with
a global view of the network.

The overall architecture of the proposed system is shown
in Fig. 1. The proposed system consists of a DASH server,
gateway server, SDN controller, SDN-enabled Wi-Fi APs,
and DASH clients. The DASH server stores video seg-
ments and extended MPD, including the segment bitrate,
URL, and video distortion information. Fig. 2 represents an
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FIGURE 1. Overall architecture of the proposed system.

FIGURE 2. Example of an extended MPD file structure.

example of an extended MPD. The SDN controller mon-
itors and manages enterprise/private network components
such as a Proxy/Gateway server, SDN-enabled APs, and
DASH clients. The Proxy/Gateway converts the segment into
fountain-encoded packets and forwards them to the SDN-
enabled APs. SDN-enabled APs contain an SDN switch (i.e.
Open vSwitch (OVS) [32]). The DASH client contains a
multi-path agent, HTTP client, and media player with multi-
ple Wi-Fi interfaces. It can be connected to multiple adjacent
Wi-Fi APs by using multiple Wi-Fi interfaces.

The overall working procedure is presented in Fig. 3. The
DASH client requests an extended MPD from the DASH
server, and then the DASH server transmits the extended
MPD to the DASH client. When the MPD is delivered to
the SDN controller and DASH client, the data collector on
the SDN controller can obtain video content characteris-
tics (e.g. video encoding bitrates and rate-distortion model
parameters) by parsing the MPD. Besides, DASH clients
and SDN-enabled APs periodically report the network status
information (e.g. available bandwidth, packet loss rate, and
received signal strength indicator, etc.) and current playback
buffer time. By using this information, the streaming manager
on the SDN controller determines the operating parameters
such as the segment bitrate, code rate, and packet distri-
bution vector. These operating parameters are provided to
the Proxy/Gateway server, SDN-enabled APs, and DASH
clients. The multi-path agent on the DASH client requests
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the video segment from the DASH server based on the
packet distribution vector. The DASH server then provides
the corresponding segment. The segment is fountain encoded
and packetized while passing the Proxy/Gateway server, and
the fountain encoded stream is split and forwarded to the
SDN-enabled APs by the SDN controller. The SDN-enabled
AP manages the transmission of segment data in the time-slot
unit to deal with the ON-OFF problem, as shown in Fig. 4.
After receiving sufficient encoded segment packets from mul-
tiple SDN-enabled APs, the multi-path agent on the DASH
client decodes the received packets to obtain the original seg-
ment data and stores it in a playback buffer. Then, the DASH
client requests the next segment. This process is repeated until
the entire streaming service is complete.

A. PROBLEM DESCRIPTION

In this section, we describe the problem formulation in detail.
Before presenting a detailed description, some symbols are
defined. First, the packet distribution vector is represented by

[E)ti = (pkli,l,...,pkli,j,...,pkt,‘,|Ap|) s (1)
where pkt; ; represents the number of packets to be delivered
via the AP #j to the DASH client #i within the time slot
unit, and AP is the set of available APs. In the proposed
system, the video segment is fountain encoded with ¢; to
generate redundant packets. Thus, the segment bitrate that
can be transmitted to the DASH client #i via multiple APs
is represented by

i (PRt i) = D phtiy - Speci/ T, ()
JEAP

where Sy is the size of the packet payload and T°% is
segment playback duration. The rate-distortion model [33] is
used to estimate the objective video segment quality at the
DASH client. The distortion of the video segment transferred
to DASH client #i is modeled by

dist; (;E)t,', ci) =0 i’lﬂi, 3)

where «; and B; are the coefficients of the rate-distortion
model of the video content provided to the DASH client
#i. In the proposed system, «; and fB; are obtained from a
curve-fitting process by using the trust-region algorithm [34],
and the DASH client can obtain the coefficients from the
expanded MPD file, as shown in Fig. 2.

When multiple wireless network interfaces are enabled
on DASH clients, SDN controllers can dynamically manage
the wireless resources to enhance the overall video quality.
However, activating multiple network interfaces consumes
additional energy and computing power at Wi-Fi interfaces.
In the proposed system, the Wi-Fi interface energy consump-
tion model [35] is employed as follows (please refer to [35]
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ei(Pkl‘i)—Z{PU '1] +sz z] +pzj z]}
J=1
+ plbase . Tslot min (tlrtlt) , (4)
; N
1<i<N,,,
pii" = pi-bwij+ T, (5)
where p’ ¢ is the consumed power of the DASH client #i to
receive pktl j packets via AP #j, p; fail s the consumed power of

the Wi-Fi tail duration of the network interface of the DASH
client #i connected to the AP #, p; fdle is the consumed power
of Wi-Fi idle state of the DASH chent #i connected to the
AP #j, pbm is the base power of the DASH client #i, t’“v
is the consumed time of the DASH client #i to receive pkt, J
packets via the AP #j, t"”l is the tail duration of the Wi-Fi
interface, t"”e is the idle tlme of the Wi-Fi interface, bw; ; is
the avallable bandwidth between the DASH client #iand the
AP #j, and p; and 7; are receiving power consumption model
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parameters, respectively. Now, we can formulate the optimal
problem to achieve our goal as follog.

Problem formulation: Determine pkt; and ¢; with the given
n° for Vi € C to minimize the following cost functions

> (a) - dist; (;T’lm, c,-) (- &Y (;T’lai)) 6)

ieC
subjectto Hp—)kt, )0 <n}* forVi e C, @)
1 (phtisci) < r for Vi e C. ®)
e (pktl, c,) e RMPD for vi e C, 9)
— max
pdec (pkti, c,») <[] forviec. (10)
blk
pktij ’ Sl’kt slot buf b”f
and 3 P < plor oy 5 (0 — Ty ) for vj € AP,
X bW,‘j 8
ieC kK

(11

where o is a weighting factor (0 < @ < 1), which is
a system parameter to pursue an effective tradeoff between

—
video quality and energy consumption, H pkt i‘ is the number
o

of non-zero entries of the pkt;, r 7 is the segment bitrate
requested by the DASH client #i, RMP D is the set of segment
bitrates available in the MPD by the DASH client #i, C is the
set of DASH clients, tavg is the average remaining playback

buffer time of all DASH clients, ¢

tain decoding failure rate, Hg}zx is the tolerable maximum
fountain decoding failure rate, Tt is the time slot duration,
and S (-) is the penalty function to avoid the playback buffer
underflow caused by sudden network fluctuations. Eq. (7)
indicates the constraint of the available wireless network

(p_)kt,-, c,-) is the foun-
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interfaces that the number of APs delivering segment data to
the DASH client should not exceed the number of enabled
Wi-Fi interfaces, Eq. (8) is the constraint that the segment
bitrate served to the DASH client must be less than or equal
to the bitrate requested by the DASH client, and Eq. (11)
means that all DASH clients must download a segment within
a time constraint. The time constraint is changed based on
the t£3§ to avoid playback buffer underflow and maintain
a stable playback buffer status. If tfég is larger than the
threshold thuf , then § (x) should be increased to improve the
bitrate of new-coming segments while consuming redundant
playback buffer times. Otherwise, S (x) should be decreased
to fill the playback buffer rapidly by decreasing the segment
bitrate. Therefore, the third-degree polynomial function S (x)
is defined by

s min (y1x3 + y2x® + y3x + va, TSI‘”/Z) x>0
X)=
max ()’lx3 + yox? +ysx+ya, T 2) otherwise,

where y1, v2, ¥3, and y4 are coefficients of S (x). The range of
S (x) is limited to [—T%" /2, T /2] to avoid sudden seg-
ment bitrate fluctuations, which may occur blinking artifacts
during video streaming services.

By the way, the above optimal problem is difficult to solve
in real time becgl)se of the high computational complexity.
In fact, ¢; and pkt; (for i € VC) are tightly coupled. The
overall packet loss rate of the DASH client #i depends on the
number of packets transmitted via each APs with the wireless
channel condition. The code rate of the DASH client #i should
be determined based on the overall packet loss rate. The num-
ber of transmitted packets (source and redundant packets) via
each AP should be_gletermined by the code rate. Thus, it is
hard to determine pkt; and c; at once. In the proposed system,
to achieve a practical and efficient nearﬁgtimal solution with
reasonable computational complexity, pkt; and c; are sequen-
tially and iteratively determined at each AP. This process is
repeated until the optimal cost function converges, as shown
in Fig. 5.

B. PROPOSED PARAMETER DETERMINING PROCESS

In this section, we describe the parameter determining pro-
cess. First, the code rate determining algorithm is presented,
and then the packet distribution vector deter-mining process
is described in detail.

1) CODE RATE DETERMINING PROCESS
In the code rate determiniﬂg process, the value of the code rate
is determined based on pkt; and the gl)erall packet loss rate.

When the packet distribution vector pkt; is given, the overall
PLR of the DASH client #i is calculated by

2. pktij - plri,
overall (77, JeAP Y Y
plr ! (phis) == (12)
ke pkt;
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—\ .
where n;‘;(’t (pkt,-) is the total number of packets transferred

to DASH client #i via multiple APs (e.g. > ;cap PKti ) and
plr;j is the packet loss rate between DASH client #i and
AP #j. plr; j can be achieved by the SDN controller. Then,
we can approximigely calculate the fountain decoding failure
rate with given pkt; and ¢; based on a binomial distribution
(13) and (14), as shown at the bottom of the next page, where
”;nklzn [%,', ci) is the minimum number of received packets
for successful fountain decoding, and ¢ is the minimum sym-
bol overhead. Then, the optimal code rate satisfying Eq. (10)
can be calculated by

i (%)

= arg min (cd’ﬂ (]%)ti, ci)) , (15)

0<ci<l1
P s
i (pkti, ci)

- . —

— HZ}ZX —TThik (pkl‘i, c,-) lf(pdec (pkti, Ci) < Z}ZX
oo otherwise.

(16)

2) PACKET DISTRIBUTION VECTOR DETERMINING PROCESS
In the packet distribution vector determining process, the
above optimal formulation is simplified for a single AP to
achieve a practical and efficient near-optimal solution with
low computational complexity.

Simplified Problem Formulation at the AP #k: Determine
pkt; . with given n', ¢;, and pkt;j for Vi € C and Vj €
AP/{k} to minimize

> w- Adist; (pkti ., ci)
ieC

T —w)-Ae (pkt"*k)’ with given pkt; j (a7
forVj € AP/{k}
subject to H%,H < n;’e’for Vie C, (18)
o
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1 (Phiisci) < rfor Vi e C, (19)
P (pkt,, ) e RMPPforvi e C, (20)
kt; j -
and > p—;;’fvvv S s (b — 7Y, @D
ieC LJ

where Adist; (pkt;, ci) and Ae; (pkt; ) are the amount of
video distortion and energy consumption change of the
DASH client #i when the number of packets transferred via
the AP #k is pkt; i, respectively.

The streaming manager in the SDN controller selects an
AP sequentially and iteratively and determines the number
of packets transferred via the selected AP until the cost value
(Eq. (6)) converges. For each iteration, the packet distribution
values for a single AP #k are determined based on the foun-
tain code rate by using the sliding window and greedy method
to provide a near-optimal solution with relatively low com-
putational complexity and the code rate is updated based on
the determined packet distribution values. The details of the
packet distribution determining process are in the followings.

Step 1) Initialize pkt; to zeros, c¢; to one for Vi € C, and
sliding window size "¢

Step 2) Set AP index k to 1.

Step 3) Set pkt; . for Vi € C to zeros.

Step 4) Select the DASH client #i (for Vi € C) with the
lowest value of

(Adzst, (pkt,k—i-u ) Adist; (pkt,k,cl))

+ (1= @) - (Aej (phtix + 1) = Aci (phis) )

Step 5) Set pkt; x to pkt;  + 1" wd
Step 6) If > 2 kt‘/ Sokt s less T”"’ +S (tgég [};”f) 20 to

iec M
Step 4).

Step 7) Check the number of available network interfaces.
For Vi € C, if H pkti|| = n“, then find the smallest packet
distribution values of the DASH client #i among all APs and
set to 0. N

Step 8) Change pkt; ; so that rl‘.geg (pkt,-, cl-)
value less than or equal to the segment bitrate in the MPD
and rreq

Step 9) Update c; for ﬂ) € C by calling the code rate
determining process with pkt;Vi € C.

is the nearest

Step 10) Increase k by 1, and then, if £ > |AP|, go to
Step 2), otherwise, go to Step 3) until the cost value (Eq. (6))
converge.

IV. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

The proposed system is implemented in a large-scale net-
work environment by using the NS-3 [26], and a relatively
small-scale real Wi-Fi network testbed is constructed with
Raspberry PI-4s, laptops, and Wi-Fi dongles for practical
reasons. In Section IV-A, we verify the performance of the
proposed system in a simulation environment with a large
number of DASH clients and APs. In Section IV-B, we eval-
uate the performance and feasibility of the proposed system
in a real Wi-Fi testbed.

A. PERFORMANCE VERIFICATION ON NS-3-BASED
LARGE-SCALE ENVIRONMENT

In this section, we demonstrate the performance of the
proposed system on NS-3-based large-scale environment.
During the experiments, the simulation environment is set up
as follows.

® Network: We configure a large-scale network topol-
ogy consisting of 18 DASH clients and three 802.11n
APs. The positions and mobilities of the entities are
shown in Fig. 6. The DASH clients are associated
with APs located within 50 m. We employ yet another
network simulator (YANS) [37] and Friis propagation
loss model [38] to emulate the Wi-Fi channel. 24 Mbps
background traffic is generated to each AP to take into
consideration real network conditions.

@ Test video: We use three 2K videos, Big Buck Bunny,
Elephants Dream, and Sintel. The video stream is
encoded at 250, 500, 1000, 1500, 2000, 3000, 3500,
and 4000 Kbps using H.265 with 25 FPS and a group of
pictures (GOP) composed of 25 frames (IPPP..P). The
segment playback duration is set to 2 sec and the total
playback time is set to 300 sec, respectively.

® DASH client and controller: DASH clients #1, 4, 7,
10, 13, and 16 request Big Buck Bunny, DASH clients
#2,5, 8, 11, 14, and 17 request Elephants Dream, and
DASH clients #3, 6, 9, 12, 15, and 18 request Sintel.
DASH clients start video playback when the initial
playback buffer is larger than 2 sec the maximum play-
back buffer time is set to 10 sec, Tlh buf is set to 6 sec, and
T is set to 2 sec. The penalty function parameters 1,

mm mm

dec(pktl, ¢) = X < nmln (P 1, cl |X ~ B (n[t:ktt (IE;) plroverall (Iﬁ;l)))

pkt

?\7‘
O

1 plr

: —
i (pkt,',ci)z (148)-n ;,Ok', pkt
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FIGURE 7. Change in the cost value (Eq. (6)) with the iteration.

2, v3, and y4, are set to 0.0144, 0.0287, 0.0283, and
0.0059, respectively. The energy consumption model
parameters pf.’“se, pff}il, pfi.le, pi, and 1; are set to 774.27,
310.44, 24.93, 210.67, and 374.91 mW, respectively,
which are measured on the Samsung Galaxy S4 in a

real Wi-Fi environment [35].

At first, we examine the proposed packet distribution vec-
tor and code rate determining algorithm. Figs. 7, 8, and 9 rep-
resent the cost value (including video distortion and energy
consumption), packet distribution vectors, and code rates
with the iteration, respectively. As shown in Figs. 8 and 9,
at each iteration, the packet distribution vector and code rate
of each DASH client are updated to minimize the cost value
while preventing buffer underflows. The proposed system
employs a greedy method with a window unit (a fixed number
of packets) instead of byte units, which effectively reduces
the computational complexity to find a near-optimal solution.
Therefore, the cost value of distortion and energy consump-
tion converges quickly, as shown in Fig. 7.

Secondly, we investigate the tradeoff relationship between
video quality and energy according to w. Table 1 represents

105434

TABLE 1. Performance summary according to the o.

@ PSNR (dB) Bitrate (Kbps) Energy
Avg. Std. Avg. Std. Q)

0.000 | 42230 4.167 | 3143.02 | 973.52 | 200.08
0.001 42.167 4.199 | 3099.65 | 990.11 198.46
0.005 | 41.814 4202 | 2888.74 | 1059.46 | 195.38
0.010 | 41435 4202 | 2703.52 | 1107.87 | 192.67
0.015 | 41.260 4350 | 2644.99 | 112679 | 191.36
0.020 | 40.992 4383 | 257458 | 1157.62 | 187.69
0.100 | 40.029 4717 | 2423.67 | 1220.66 | 179.82

the changes in the peak signal-to-noise ratio (PSNR), bitrate,
and energy consumption according to w. When w is set to
0.000, the proposed algorithm does not consider the energy
consumption. Thus, it provides the best video quality with
the smallest standard deviation at the cost of the highest
energy consumption as shown in Table 1. On the other hand,
when w is increased to 0.020, the energy consumption signif-
icantly decreases by 6.1%, but PSNR decreases by only 2.9%
because energy consumption plays a more important role than
video quality during the optimization process as w increases.

Thirdly, we compare our proposed system with the three
existing HAS systems.

« DASH.js [39]: Each DASH client independently mon-
itors the available network bandwidth while receiving
the previous segment data and then determines the next
segment bitrate based on the measured bandwidth.

« BOLA [8]: Each DASH client independently selects
the bitrate of the next request segment by using the
Lyapunov optimization-based rate control algorithm to
avoid buffer underflow.

« MP-HAS-SDN [36]: DASH clients support multiple
network interfaces. The SDN controller centrally deter-
mines the segment bitrate and the amount of resources
among APs and DASH clients. Based on the allocated
resources, a segment is split into fragments and delivered
to the DASH client via multiple APs.

The experimental results of all DASH clients are summa-
rized in Tables 2, 3, 4, and 5. The detailed results of the
bitrate adaptation, PSNR, and remaining playback buffer time
of the DASH client #7 are shown in Figs. 10, 11, 12, and 13.
As shown in Figs. 10 (a)-(c), DASH.js can provide a seam-
less streaming service when the network state is stable, but
it cannot respond quickly to sudden network fluctuations.
Additionally, DASH clients intermittently overestimate the
available bandwidth, which causes a sudden playback buffer
reduction due to incorrect segment bitrates at 80 sec and
100 sec. In the case of BOLA, it employs Lyapunov opti-
mization, considering only the playback buffer time. Thus,
it can rapidly fill the remaining playback buffer. As shown
in Figs. 11 (b) and (c), when the playback buffer occupancy
of the DASH client #7 becomes smaller, the segment bitrate
is rapidly decreased to fill the playback buffer. As a result,
buffer underflow occurs less than DASH.js, but more segment
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TABLE 2. Performance evaluation Of Dash.Js On a large-scale
environment.

. Playback buffer time| Num. of
DCI/T;];[ PSNR (dB) Bitrate (kbps) (sec.) buffer
Avg. Std. Avg. Std. Avg. Std. underflow
1 38.35 | 3.83 1491.02 464.05 6.87 1.33 0.00
2 38.77 | 6.71 1667.68 632.85 7.28 0.92 1.00
3 40.12 | 4.42 1246.99 409.29 6.95 1.15 0.00
4 38.59 | 3.76 | 1614.46 556.27 6.61 1.64 0.00
5 3832 | 6.20 | 1421.69 413.09 7.20 0.99 1.00
6 4036 | 4.39 1315.87 407.17 7.12 1.15 0.00
7 3835 | 4.00 | 1584.85 651.08 6.37 1.89 3.00
8 34.16 | 6.22 1416.17 414.33 7.12 1.01 0.00
9 4032 | 6.36 | 1645.22 1075.28 7.21 0.99 0.00
10 41.14 | 3.55 | 2904.19 773.02 7.44 0.71 3.00
11 38.19 | 744 | 180743 1078.98 7.37 0.94 2.00
12 42.71 3.83 | 2571.86 767.63 7.39 0.75 0.00
13 38.87 | 4.14 | 1860.39 895.43 7.22 1.14 0.00
14 4130 | 6.79 | 3053.89 827.02 7.41 0.72 0.00
15 4290 | 4.30 | 2849.40 1104.64 6.98 1.14 0.00
16 42.57 | 3.75 | 3919.16 543.22 7.58 0.66 0.00
17 40.60 | 7.04 | 2774.39 1159.61 6.81 1.43 0.00
18 4420 | 3.77 | 3925.15 597.61 7.48 0.67 0.00
Avg. | 39.99 | 5.03 | 2170.54 709.48 7.13 1.07 0.56
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FIGURE 8. Change in number of transmitted packets with the iteration.
(a) iteration #1, (b) iteration #2, (c) iteration #3, (d) iteration #4.

bitrate changes are incurred, which may cause blink artifacts.
In the cases of the MP-HAS-SDN and the proposed system,
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FIGURE 9. Change in partial segment bitrates with the iteration.
(a) iteration #1, (b) iteration #2, (c) iteration #3, (d) iteration #4.

they effectively perform bitrate adaptation and segment trans-
mission scheduling via multiple Wi-Fi APs by considering
the overall network and buffer statuses of all DASH clients.
Thus, they can provide better video quality than DASH.js
and BOLA without buffer underflow. However, as shown
in Figs 12 and 13, due to instantaneous buffer reduction,
the PSNR degradation occurs more frequently in MP-HAS-
SDN than the proposed system. MP-HAS-SDN divides a
segment into smaller fragments with determined sizes and
transmits them to the DASH client via multiple APs. While a
fragment is being transferred, if the wireless channel status is
degraded due to the movement of the DASH client, it causes
an additional transmission delay. It rapidly consumes play-
back buffer time because the DASH client must wait for all
fragments to arrive before reconstructing the segment and
storing it in the playback buffer. On the other hand, the
proposed system can recover the playback buffer quickly
because fountain-encoded packets can be decoded into a
segment when a sufficient number of encoded packets are
delivered to the DASH client regardless of the APs. Thus, the
proposed system decreases the PSNR changes, sustains more
playback buffer time of all DASH clients, and consumes less
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FIGURE 10. Performance evaluation of DASH.js at the DASH Client #7. (a) PSNR, (b) Bitrate, and (c) Playback buffer time.
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FIGURE 11. Performance evaluation of BOLA at the DASH Client #7. (a) PSNR, (b) Bitrate, and (c) Playback buffer time.
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FIGURE 12. Performance evaluation of MP-HAS-SDN at the DASH Client #7. (a) PSNR, (b) Bitrate, and (c) Playback buffer time.

energy than MP-SDN-HAS owing to the energy consumption
model-based packet scheduling, as shown in Tables 4 and 5.
Consequently, the experimental results represent that the pro-
posed system provides a better PSNR than any other existing
system while providing seamless and stable video streaming
services.

B. PERFORMANCE VERIFICATION ON REAL WIRELESS
NETWORK TESTBED ENVIRONMENT

In this section, we present the performance of the proposed
system on a real Wi-Fi environment. The real Wi-Fi testbed

105436

consists of a DASH server, SDN controller, SDN-enabled
APs, and DASH clients, as shown in Fig. 14. The SDN con-
troller is configured by using ONOS [40] on Ubuntu 18.04.
The SDN-enabled Wi-Fi APs are configured by using Rasp-
berry PI-4s installing the OVS and hostapd [41]. Five laptops
are used as DASH clients. DASH clients are implemented on
laptops and Wi-Fi dongles due to the limited number of Wi-Fi
interfaces available on commercial smartphones (additional
Wi-Fi interfaces can be installed on the commercial smart-
phone by using USB adaptors and Wi-Fi dongles. In this case,
jailbreaking or rooting may be required to simultaneously
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FIGURE 13. Performance evaluation of the proposed system at the DASH Client #7. (a) PSNR, (b) Bitrate, and (c) Playback buffer time.

TABLE 3. Performance evaluation Of Bola on a large-scale environment.

TABLE 5. Performance evaluation of the proposed system on a
large-scale environment.

TABLE 4. Performance evaluation Of MP-SDN-HAS on a large-scale
environment.

. Playback buffer | Num. of
[zi?esnl;l PSNR (dB) Bitrate (kbps) time (sec.) buffer En(ir)gy
Avg. | Std. Avg. Std. Avg. Std. underflow

1 40.30 | 5.24 | 2874.23 | 843.60 | 6.33 1.75 0.00 194.68
2 40.00 | 7.49 |2820.12 | 871.13 6.88 1.46 0.00 190.83
3 41.34 | 5.20 | 2359.57 | 674.52 | 6.55 1.94 0.00 180.50
4 41.49 | 4.94 |13003.05| 636.35 | 4.55 1.39 0.00 226.90
5 41.41 | 7.80 |2941.72 | 660.21 4.65 1.54 0.00 222.96
6 43.05 | 5.11 |2374.23 | 770.57 | 6.75 1.45 0.00 222.80
7 40.06 | 5.24 |2904.32 | 863.79 | 6.85 1.91 0.00 191.19
8 40.02 | 7.58 |2809.82 | 854.01 6.87 1.03 0.00 190.80
9 40.75 | 5.32 | 1971.04 | 397.03 6.80 1.15 0.00 172.09
10 4149 | 4.94 | 315244 | 63635 6.55 1.07 0.00 226.86
11 41.41 | 7.76 | 2889.57 | 651.01 6.80 1.54 0.00 216.57
12 42.66 | 5.14 |2777.78 | 723.57 | 6.80 1.74 0.00 203.97
13 39.02 | 4.92 |2420.25 | 55491 6.87 1.49 0.00 177.68
14 38.84 | 7.09 |2361.96 | 355.89 | 6.78 1.40 0.00 175.07
15 40.61 | 5.31 |2013.89 | 399.22 | 6.90 1.74 0.00 171.71
16 39.08 | 4.85 |3254.60 | 50640 | 6.77 1.74 0.00 178.92
17 38.99 | 7.26 |3009.32 | 512.82 | 7.04 1.67 0.00 177.87
18 41.69 | 5.14 | 272546 | 723.62 | 6.93 1.24 0.00 204.03
Avg. | 40.68 | 591 |2703.52 | 646.39 | 6.54 1.51 0.00 195.86

activate multiple APs). Each laptop is equipped with two
Wi-Fi dongles connected to different SDN-enabled APs to
support multiple connections. Additionally, we emulate the
energy consumption of the DASH client as a mobile device
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. Playback buffer time| Num. of
PSNR (dB Bitrate (kbps

2{?:‘13 (dB) (kbps) (sec.) buffer DASH| PSNR (dB) Bitrate (kbps) Playback buffer | Num. of Ener
Avg. Std. Avg. Std. Avg. Std. underflow i time (sec.) buffer ] gy

1| 3606 | 639 | 170030 | 1430.01 | 5.67 1.21 0.00 client e [ s | Ave | S | Ave. | Sid | underflow|
2 36.09 7.98 1709.34 1447.28 5.68 1.25 1.00 1 41.10 | 3.65 [2936.89]1019.51 8.44 1.78 0.00 183.91
3 38.41 6.77 1673.19 1465.82 5.64 1.19 0.00 2 40.86 | 5.58 |2760.21 |1147.77| 8.88 1.12 0.00 191.94
4 35.89 6.51 1699.70 1453.84 5.55 1.41 0.00 3 42.12 | 3.52 | 2157.77 |1275.06 | 8.46 1.60 0.00 178.01
5 35.63 7.83 1671.69 1523.36 5.58 1.29 0.00 4 41.30 | 3.67 | 3707.32 |1043.05| 8.95 2.85 0.00 192.05
6 38.51 6.63 1707.83 1500.99 5.64 1.22 0.00 5 41.11 | 5.74 | 3655.18 |1131.43| 891 2.69 0.00 19531
7 35.93 6.64 1694.28 1429.75 5.40 1.39 1.00 6 42.20 | 3.56 | 3588.57 11260.70 | 8.55 1.22 0.00 184.33
8 36.33 7.94 1734.94 1437.25 5.72 1.16 0.00 7 40.73 | 3.49 | 2783.38 |1205.73| 7.75 1.20 0.00 199.93
9 40.28 6.32 2236.45 1676.66 6.22 0.95 0.00 8 40.85 | 5.57 |2768.90 |1179.78 | 8.02 1.25 0.00 189.50
10 38.48 5.63 2336.83 1628.42 6.27 0.92 1.00 9 41.64 | 3.76 | 1726.22 |1087.52| 8.48 1.30 0.00 189.17
11 38.89 7.09 2401.20 1546.32 6.22 1.07 0.00 10 41.52 | 2.96 |3707.3211009.08 | 8.01 1.60 0.00 192.42
12 40.79 6.06 2323.35 1651.59 6.28 0.91 0.00 11 41.09 | 6.54 | 3655.18 |1067.95| 8.59 1.30 0.00 196.40
13 38.64 5.32 2353.92 1575.02 6.26 0.93 0.00 12 43.14 | 3.48 | 3351.07 |1098.85| 8.24 1.17 0.00 195.09
14 39.05 7.48 2417.17 1584.69 6.17 0.99 1.00 13 40.35 | 2.57 [ 1969.51 | 985.12 8.65 1.15 0.00 206.00
15 43.90 5.01 3649.70 1242.38 6.68 0.63 0.00 14 40.23 | 6.36 | 1833.38 |1104.75| 8.19 1.24 0.00 200.32
16 42.18 3.67 3676.65 651.90 6.67 0.61 0.00 15 41.76 | 3.45 | 1656.71 | 1157.56| 8.36 1.29 0.00 193.17
17 42.11 6.38 3652.69 671.13 6.68 0.63 0.00 16 41.70 | 2.80 | 2001.37 | 955.84 8.65 1.18 0.00 197.80
18 43.89 3.82 3631.74 684.77 6.66 0.63 0.00 17 41.18 | 5.74 | 1949.24 | 1138.11 8.56 0.83 0.00 188.93
Avg. | 3895 6.30 2348.39 1366.73 6.06 1.02 0.22 18 42.98 | 3.20 | 3356.86 |1073.95| 8.82 1.00 0.00 193.85
Avg. | 4144 | 420 |2753.621107.87| 847 1.43 0.00 192.67

Access
Points

SDN Proxy/Gatewayj
Controller Server

FIGURE 14. Real Wi-Fi testbed for the proposed HAS system.

by using the energy consumption parameters measured on
real smartphones in Wi-Fi environments as presented in
Section IV-A. Big Buck Bunny is used as the test video. The
initial playback buffer time is set to 2 sec and the maximum
buffered playback time is set to 10 sec. Background traffics
between 35 and 45 Mbps are generated at the APs to emulate
time-varying network conditions.

During the experiments, the proposed system is com-
pared with MP-SDN-HAS to compare the PSNR, bitrate,
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TABLE 6. Summary of performance comparison on real-testbed
environment.

Playback Num. of
DASH| PSNR (dB) | Bitrate (kbps) | buffer time . Energy
System . buffer
client (sec.) derfl )
Ave. | Std. | Avg. | Std. | Avg | std. | etV
1 40.77 | 4.02 12921.83] 694.44 | 9.25 | 0.88 0.00 205.68
2 |39.70 | 7.38 |2743.37|674.95| 8.66 | 0.90 0.00 200.60
MP-HAS-| 3 39.17 | 5.55 [2349.97| 717.96 | 8.99 | 1.03 0.00 177.61
SDN 4 39.99 | 4.01 |2921.90| 537.64| 8.77 | 0.90 0.00 212.24
5 39.73 | 5.14 |2776.10] 732.40 | 8.63 | 0.91 0.00 200.96
Avg. [40.07 | 5.22 [2742.63| 671.47 | 8.85 | 0.92 0.00 199.42
1 41.16 | 3.59 |2945.12|855.79 | 9.74 | 0.64 0.00 206.48
2 41.08 | 6.79 [2837.42] 880.54 | 9.46 | 0.67 0.00 192.98
Proposed 3 40.23 | 5.09 [2478.53]|869.85| 9.62 | 0.69 0.00 179.09
4 |41.25] 3.63 [2993.87[1186.81| 9.31 | 0.68 0.00 196.55
5 40.96 | 3.65 |2765.03)| 888.66 | 9.37 | 0.67 0.00 191.55
Avg. [40.94 | 4.55 [2803.99]936.33 | 9.50 | 0.67 0.00 193.33

and energy consumption of multiple network interfaces. The
experimental results are summarized in Table 6. As shown
in the table, the proposed system can provide a higher
quality streaming service and stable buffered playback time
while consuming less energy than the MP-SDN-HAS. In the
proposed system, fountain encoded packets can be flexibly
transmitted via multiple APs according to time-varying net-
work conditions, and it is managed in an energy-efficient
way. On the other hand, MP-SDN-HAS cannot respond to
network fluctuations until the pre-separated partial segments
are fully transmitted. Moreover, it only focuses on increasing
the PSNR without considering energy consumption.

V. CONCLUSION

In this paper, we proposed an energy-efficient HTTP adaptive
streaming system to maximize the overall video streaming
service quality of all clients in an energy-efficient way over
SDN-enabled Wi-Fi APs. The proposed system employs
multi-path technology to overcome the limited wireless band-
width, and the LT code is adopted as an FEC scheme to
support flexible and reliable data transmission via multiple
APs. SDN technology is employed to effectively harmonize
multiple Wi-Fi APs and DASH clients in a time slot unit
as well as centrally control packet transmission by consid-
ering the global view of network status, buffer occupancy,
and energy consumption. Furthermore, the proposed system
can operate in real time by finding a near-optimal solution
with low computational complexity. The proposed system is
validated on a large-scale simulation environment as well as
a real Wi-Fi network environment. The experimental results
show that the proposed system can provide high quality video
streaming services while maintaining a stable playback buffer
time with low energy consumption.
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