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ABSTRACT The traditional on-board charging system can only realize the one-way transmission of electric
energy from the grid to the power battery. To address this issue, this paper proposes a bidirectional on-board
charging system based on a three-phase wye-wye connected CLLLC resonant converter. It adopts a two-
stage structure, the front-stage is a bidirectional totem pole converter and the rear-stage is a three-phase
wye-wye connected CLLLC resonant converter. Based on the grid characteristics, the working principle
of the front-stage converter is analyzed, the equivalent circuit model of the rear-stage converter is derived
using fundamental wave analysis, and the voltage gain, impedance characteristics and zero voltage turn-on
conditions are analyzed. The parameters of input inductor, DC bus capacitance and resonant network are
calculated according to the design specifications of the bidirectional on-board charging system. The control
strategy of bidirectional vehicle charging system is studied. The input current and input voltage are kept
in the same phase by establishing the small signal circuit model of the front-stage bidirectional totem pole
converter. The rear-stage three-phase wye-wye connected CLLLC resonant converter adopts pulse frequency
modulation to realize constant voltage and constant current output of the charging system. Simulation
software was used to simulate the bidirectional on-board charging system, and a 3.3 kW prototype was
trial-produced according to the main circuit parameters. Simulation and experimental results verify the
correctness of the design of the bidirectional on-board charging system.

INDEX TERMS Bidirectional on-board charging system, resonant converter, three-phase wye-wye con-
nected, totem pole converter.

I. INTRODUCTION
In the field of conductive on-board charging, two-stage on-
board charging systems are widely used due to their many
advantages. An on-board charging system is a special device
that is fixed on the electric vehicle, converts AC power
into DC power, and charges the power battery by means of
conduction [1]. Conventional on-board charging systems can
only achieve a one-way flow of energy from the grid to the
electric vehicle, in order to meet the development demand of
intelligence, the on-board charging system starts to develop
in the direction of supporting the bidirectional flow of energy,
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so as to realize the bidirectional conversion of energy between
grid voltage and battery voltage [2]. Moreover, the possibility
for electric vehicles to deliver power back to the grid has
increased the interest in bidirectional power flow solutions
in the automotive market [3]. Reference [4] introduces the
structure of a possible charging station (CS), which integrates
three power supply modes: ac utility grid, PV modules and a
diesel generator.

The bidirectional on-board charging system proposed in
this paper is shown in Fig. 1. Its charging function is generally
consistent with reference [4], that is, the power grid supplies
power to the vehicle power battery. For the inverter function,
the system proposed in reference [4] allows the integration
of the utility grid and renewable energy sources, e.g., PV and
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FIGURE 1. Bidirectional on-board charger system structure and
application.

FIGURE 2. Structure of on-board charging system.

wind, where the energy surplus can be injected into the ac
grid. The system proposed in this paper does not have the
grid-connected function, and the inverter function proposed
means that the battery supplies power to external loads such
as outdoor electrical appliances under outdoor conditions.

The on-board charging system mostly adopts a two-stage
structure, which is shown in Fig. 2.
The front-stage circuit is an AC/DC converter, which is

mainly used to achieve power factor correction to reduce the
harmonic pollution of the charging system to the grid and to
supply power to the rear-stage and auxiliary power supply;
the rear-stage is a DC/DC converter, which directly provides
electrical isolation and corresponding charging conditions for
the electric vehicle power battery.

The front-stage AC/DC converter usually adopts the
non-isolated structure, which can be divided into: matrix con-
verter, multi-level converter and bridge converter according
to the topology. Matrix type bidirectional AC/DC converter
can achieve electrical isolation between input and output
by introducing high frequency transformer, and has strong
anti-interference ability and wide range of rising and falling
voltage, however, matrix converters use more switching tran-
sistors and have complex energy transfer paths, which are
easily restricted by the application [5]. Reference [6] shows
a three-phase voltage-source converter based isolated matrix-
type AC/DC converter. The high-frequency transformer takes
the role of the line-frequency transformer, and the interme-
diate electrolytic capacitors used in a traditional two-stage
power conversion system are no longer required. With the
increase of voltage level and power level, some diode, fly-
across capacitor clamps and cascaded multilevel converters

have been widely studied [7]. Compared with two-level con-
verters, the three-level converters have the advantages of
low switching transistor voltage stress, smooth waveform,
small filter inductance, and wide gain range [8]. A three-
level converter is proposed in the reference [9], but due to its
problem of unbalanced capacitormidpoint potential, complex
control strategies need to be used to achieve the midpoint
potential balance, while the complexity and failure rate of
the control system are affected as the number of switching
transistors increases. A bridge converter is proposed in [10],
which has significant advantages in terms of size, cost, and
reliability, and has good soft-switching as well as power
regulation capability, the modeling determines the optimal
modulation strategy, which greatly reduces the total circuit
losses. In addition, the full-bridge AC/DC converter has less
voltage stress and can be applied to larger power applications.

The rear-stage DC/DC converter mostly adopts isolation
type structure. Bidirectional DC/DC converters have been
widely used in battery charging and discharging management
equipment such as battery formation, energy storage systems,
and electric on-board charging piles [11]. The challenge and
focus of DC/DC converter design has always been how to
attain high power density and high efficiency. The volume
of the transformer, inductor, and filter circuit can be sig-
nificantly reduced by increasing the switching frequency,
which is a practical technique to achieve high power den-
sity [12]. At present, LLC resonant converter is widely used
in on-board charging system because of its simple structure,
high power density, soft switching, wide voltage gain and
other advantages [13]. The conventional LLC resonant con-
verter uses fully controlled devices on the secondary-side
instead of diodes in order to realize bidirectional flow of
energy. The output voltage is regulated by controlling the
operating frequency of the primary-side switching transis-
tor during forward operation, and rectification is realized
by the secondary-side switching transistor; in reverse oper-
ation, the reverse boost cannot be achieved because the
excitation inductance is clamped by the output-side voltage.
Reference [14] proposed modified three-phase LLC resonant
converter. Compared to a conventional three-phase LLC con-
verter, the modified topology has two more small, low power
rated diodes. The proposed modified converter provides
two-phase and single-phase operations of the circuit. These
provide light-load efficiency improvement, and extended
gain range for covering the dead zone charging of a bat-
tery, receptively. The proposed technique delivers the whole
package of features needed by a three-phase LLC resonant
converter in a high-power battery charger application. Refer-
ence [15] shows an asymmetric bidirectional CLLC resonant
converter, which achieves bidirectional boosting by adding
resonant capacitors on the secondary-side, which leads to
inconsistent operating characteristics in forward and reverse
operation due to the asymmetric structure of its transformer
primary and secondary sides, which increases the difficulty of
parameter design. In order to maintain structural symmetry,
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FIGURE 3. Topology of bidirectional on-board charging system.

reference [16] shows a CLLLC resonant converter that intro-
duces a set of resonant networks on the secondary-side of
the LLC resonant converter, so the equivalent circuits are the
same in forward and reverse operation. Reference [17] shows
the gain characteristics, impedance characteristics, errors and
floating of resonance parameters of the CLLLC resonant
converter in detail, under suitable operating conditions, the
CLLLC resonant converter has the good characteristics of
the LLC resonant converter when the circuit parameters are
symmetrical, and it is a bidirectional DC/DC converter that
is more studied and more recognized by scholars at home
and abroad. Reference [18] shows a family of two-phase
interleaved LLC resonant converter with hybrid rectifier.
By adaptively altering the hybrid rectifier configuration, the
output voltage range is increased while the LLC resonant
tank’s conduction losses, circulating current, and switch-
ing frequency range are all decreased. With the increase
of charging power, large capacity filter capacitors occupy
a lot of space, for this problem, scholars at home and
abroad proposed the interleaved parallel connection technol-
ogy, interleaved parallel connection can effectively reduce
the output current ripple, and reduce the number of filter
capacitors used [19], [20], [21]. At present, the interleaved
parallel technology is divided into two-phase interleaved
parallel and three-phase interleaved parallel [22]. Two-phase
interleaved parallel CLLLC resonant converter, the amplitude
of output current ripple is about one-tenth of single-phase
CLLLC resonant converter, however, the problem of uneven
current between two converters may exist in the opera-
tion of the two-phase interleaved parallel CLLLC resonant
converter [23]. For three-phase direct interleaved parallel
CLLLC resonant converter, because the parallel connection
form is the same as two-phase interleaved parallel connection
form, so there is also the problem of uneven flow, moreover,
the three-phase direct interleaved parallel CLLLC resonant
converter has more switching transistors, larger losses, and
complex control [24].

The technical specifications and comparison of the con-
verters in the references are shown in Table 1. To solve the
above problems, this paper proposes a bidirectional on-board
charging system based on three-phase wye-wye connected
CLLLC resonant converter, which adopts two-stage isolation
structure.

The advantages of the front-stage AC/DC converter struc-
ture are as follows:

1) Using single-phase bridge structure, although the num-
ber of switching transistors is twice as much as the bidi-
rectional half-bridge AC/DC converter, the voltage stress
is greatly reduced, so it can be applied to higher power
occasions.

2) The two diodes in the traditional totem pole circuit
are replaced by controllable switching devices to realize the
bidirectional flow of energy.

3) The structure is relatively simple, which greatly reduces
the complexity of control.

The advantages of the rear-stage DC/DC converter struc-
ture are as follows:

1) The bidirectional flow of energy can be realized, and the
rear-stage CLLLC resonant converter maintains symmetry in
structure, that is, the equivalent circuit of the CLLLC resonant
converter can maintain consistency in structure regardless
of the positive and negative working states, which greatly
reduces the difficulty of parameter design.

2) The use of three-phase interleaved parallel can effec-
tively reduce the output current ripple, and reduce the number
of filter capacitors, so that the phase current is reduced. Com-
pared with the three-phase direct parallel resonant converter,
it greatly reduces the number of switching transistors and the
complexity of the control system.

3) The primary and secondary sides of the transformer
adopt three-phase bridge structure, and the primary and sec-
ondary sides are wye-wye connected, and the neutral point is
not grounded, so it is easier to realize the interleaved parallel
current sharing of the three-phase resonant converter.
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TABLE 1. Technical specifications and comparison of converters in reference.
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II. ANALYSIS OF TOPOLOGY AND OPERATING
CHARACTERISTICS OF BIDIRECTIONAL ON-BOARD
CHARGING SYSTEM
A. STRUCTURE AND WORKING PRINCIPLE OF
BIDIRECTIONAL ON-BOARD CHARGING SYSTEM
The topology of the bidirectional on-board charging system
is shown in Fig. 3. The front-stage circuit is a bidirec-
tional totem pole converter with a single-phase full-bridge
structure, connected to the grid or AC electrical equipment.
The rear-stage circuit is a three-phase wye-wye connected
CLLLC resonant converter connected to the power battery.
The zero voltage turn-on characteristic of the resonant con-
verter is used to reduce the switching loss of the converter,
so as to improve the efficiency of the bidirectional on-board
charging system. The on-board charging system can realize
bidirectional flow of energy. The power battery can not only
obtain power from the grid, but also invert its own power into
single-phase alternating current output, which can be used
as a temporary power source to provide power to external
electrical equipment. According to the flow direction of elec-
tric energy, the bidirectional on-board charging system can
be divided into forward charging operation mode and reverse
inverting operation mode.

In charging mode, the front-stage converter is connected
to the grid. On the one hand, it converts AC power to DC
power to provide stable DC bus voltage for the rear-stage
converter, and on the other hand, it realizes power factor cor-
rection to prevent harmonics fromflowing into the grid. In the
rear-stage converter, the primary-side switching transistors
Q1-Q6 work in the high-frequency switching state, inverting
the DC bus voltage into high-frequency voltage pulses. The
secondary-side switching transistors Q7-Q12 work in the rec-
tification state to convert the high-frequency voltage pulses
transmitted by the transformer into high-voltage DC output.
In this operating mode, the output voltage on the DC side
can be changed by changing the switching frequency of the
switching transistors Q1-Q6.
In the inverter mode, the secondary-side switching tran-

sistors Q7-Q12 works in the high-frequency switching state
in the rear-stage converter, inverting the DC power from
the power battery into high-frequency voltage pulses, and
the primary-side switching transistors Q1-Q6 works in the
rectifier state, converting the high-frequency voltage pulses
transmitted by the transformer into high-voltage DC output
to the DC bus, providing stable high-voltage DC power for
the front-stage converter. The front-stage converter works in
the inverter mode, inverting the DC bus voltage to 220V AC
output [25].

B. EQUIVALENT CIRCUIT MODEL OF RESONANT
CONVERTER
Since the structure of the front-stage converter is relatively
simple, this paper focuses on the rear-stage converter. In order
to analyze the characteristics of the rear-stage converter, the
equivalent circuit model is established by the fundamental

FIGURE 4. Inverter network and A-phase input voltage waveform.

wave analysis method, which only considers the fundamental
components and ignores the influence of higher harmonics on
the power conversion [26]. Reference [17] shows the equiva-
lent circuit model established by fundamental wave analysis,
and analyzes the voltage gain and impedance characteristics
in detail. Taking phase A as an example, the equivalent model
when it operates in forward charging mode is shown in Fig. 4.
The phase difference of the three-phase circuit of A, B and

C is 120 degrees, and the input voltage vAN of the resonant
network is a step wave, neglecting the dead time, the expres-
sion of the input voltage vAN in one resonant period Ts is:

vAN =



Vdc
3

0 ≤ t <
Ts
6

2Vdc
3

Ts
6

≤ t <
Ts
3

Vdc
3

Ts
3

≤ t <
Ts
2

−
Vdc
3

Ts
2

≤ t <
2Ts
3

−
2Vdc
3

2Ts
3

≤ t <
5Ts
6

−
Vdc
3

5Ts
6

≤ t < Ts

(1)

where Ts is the resonant period, Ts = 1/fs, fs is the switching
frequency, Vdc is the DC voltage.

The fourier series vAN can be expressed as:

vAN =
4Vdc
3π

(
sinωst +

1
3
sin 3ωst + · · · +

1
n
sin nωst

)
+

∞∑
n=1

(
Vdc
3nπ

(2 cos nπ − 2) · sin nωst
)

(2)

where ωs is the switching angular frequency, ωs = 2π fs.
The fundamental component vAN,FHA and the rms value

of the fundamental component VAN,FHA of vAN are obtained
from (2) as:

vAN,FHA =
4Vdc
3π

sin(ωst) +
2Vdc
3nπ

sin(nωst)

=
2Vdc
π

sin(ωst) (3)

VAN,FHA =

√
2

π
Vdc (4)
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FIGURE 5. Equivalent circuit model of the rear-stage converter.

Similarly, the fundamental component vDY,FHA and the
rms value of the fundamental component VDY,FHA of the
resonant cavity voltage vDY on the secondary-side are derived
as:

vDY,FHA =
2Vbatt

π
sin(ωst + φ) (5)

VDY,FHA =

√
2

π
Vbatt (6)

where Vbatt is the DC side input voltage.
The rear-stage equivalent circuit of the simplified converter

obtained from the above derivation is shown in Fig. 5.

1) VOLTAGE GAIN ANALYSIS
According to the equivalent circuit model, the transfer func-
tion G(s) of the converter can be found as in (7).

G(jωs)

=
nVbatt
Vdc

=
nVDY,FHA
VAN,FHA

= ωsLm1Req

/ [Req(ωsLrp1 −
1

ωsCrp1
+ ωsLm1) + j(ω2

sL
2
rp1

+2ω2
sLm1Lrp1 −

2(Lm1+Lrp1)
Crp1

+
1

ω2
sC

2
rp1
)]

(7)

where j is an imaginary unit, ωs is the switching angular
frequency, Lm1 is the excitation inductance, Lrp1 is the reso-
nant inductance on the primary-side, Crp1 is the primary-side
resonant capacitance.

According to the equivalent circuit model, the transfer
function is normalized to obtain the expression for the DC
voltage gain characteristicM :

M (fn,Q, k)

=
1√

(1 +
1
k −

1
kf 2n

)2 +
Q2

k2
[(2k + 1)fn −

2(k+1)
fn

+
1
f 3n
]2

(8)

where fn is the normalized frequency, k is the inductance
factor, Q is the quality factor.

k =
Lm1

Lrp1
(9)

fn =
fs
fr1

=
ωs

2π fr1
(10)

Q =
Zo
Req

(11)

FIGURE 6. Voltage gain M at different k values for Q = 0.4.

FIGURE 7. Voltage gain M at different Q values for k = 5.

where Zo is the characteristic impedance,Req is the equivalent
impedance.

Zo =

√
Lrp1
Crp1

(12)

As in (8), the voltage gain M (fn,Q, k) is related to fn, Q,
k . In order to analyze the effect of inductance coefficient k
on M (fn,Q, k), Q is taken as a constant, and the relation-
ship between M (fn,Q, k) and the variation of normalized
frequency fn and k is obtained with Q = 0.4, as shown in
Fig. 6.

As can be seen from Fig. 6, when fn = 1, the voltage gain
M (fn,Q, k) is always 1, independent of the k value; as the
k value increases, the voltage gain M (fn,Q, k) decreases at
the same fn. However, when the value of k decreases, the
converter can obtain a wider voltage gain within the same
normalized frequency.

Similarly, in order to analyze the effect of quality factor Q
on M (fn,Q, k), the relationship between M (fn,Q, k) and the
variation of normalized frequency fn and Q is obtained with
k = 5, as shown in Fig. 7.

As can be seen from Fig. 7, when fn = 1, the voltage gain
M (fn,Q, k) is always 1, independent of Q value; when Q
value is small, the voltage gain M (fn,Q, k) decreases mono-
tonically to the right of the maximum value, and a wider
voltage gain can be obtained in a smaller fn; when Q value
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FIGURE 8. Inductive region of the rear-stage converter at k = 5.

increases, the voltage gainM (fn,Q, k) decreases in the same
normalized frequency.

2) INPUT IMPEDANCE ANALYSIS
The prerequisite for a resonant converter to achieve zero volt-
age turn-on is that the input impedance exhibits inductance.
According to the equivalent circuit of the rear-stage converter,
the expression of the input impedance Zin of the converter is
obtained as:

Zin(fn, k,Q)

=

√
Lrp1
Crp1

[
Qk2f 6n

f 4n + Q2(fn − (k + 1)f 3n )2

− j
(fn − (k + 1)f 3n )[Q

2((2k + 1)f 2n − 1)(f 2n − 1) + f 2n ]
f 4n + Q2(fn − (k + 1)f 3n )2

]

(13)

Let the imaginary part of the input impedance of (13) be
zero, and solve as:

Q =
fn√

[(2k + 1)f 2n − 1](1 − f 2n )

fn2 =
1

√
k + 1

(14)

where fn2 is the intrinsic resistive point.
It can be seen from Fig. 7 that if Q tends to infinity,

there will be three points with positive and negative slope
switching, and the other two resistive points can be solved
as:  fn1 =

1
√
2k + 1

fn3 = 1
(15)

For k = 5, the inductive region of the resonant converter is
shown in Fig. 8.
From Fig. 8, when fn >1, the voltage gain curve always lies

in the ZVS3 inductive region, independent of Q. When fn2 <

fn <1, the converter can cross from the ZVS2 inductive region
to the capacitive one asQ increases, so there is a critical value

TABLE 2. Design index of bidirectional on-board charging system.

Qmax for Q. The maximum value of Q can be found by (14)
as follows:

Qmax =
1

√
2k + 1 − 1

(16)

In order to ensure that the input impedance is inductive
when fn >1/(k + 1)1/2, Q should be less than Qmax. In the
ZVS1 inductive region, the voltage gain of the converter is
small. In the ZVS2 and ZVS3 regions, the voltage gain curve
decreases monotonically as the normalized switching fre-
quency increases, and the input impedance appears inductive,
then the converter can achieve zero voltage turn-on in this
region for the inverter-side switching transistors.

III. BIDIRECTIONAL ON-BOARD CHARGING SYSTEM
PARAMETER DESIGN
A. DESIGN INDEX OF BIDIRECTIONAL ON-BOARD
CHARGING SYSTEM
According to the actual demand, the design index of the
bidirectional on-board charging system is shown in Table 2.

B. FRONT-STAGE CONVERTER PARAMETER DESIGN
1) INPUT INDUCTOR DESIGN
The front-stage converter stores and releases the energy of the
input inductor L through the on and off of the main switching
transistor. To ensure the stable operation of the front-stage
converter, the input inductor should be designed for extremely
input and output conditions.

Assuming the overall efficiency of the bidirectional
on-board charging system is 94%, the input power of the
bidirectional on-board charging system is:

Pin =
Po
η

≈ 3.51kW (17)

where Po is the output power of the system, η is the efficiency
of the system.

When the input voltage of the system fluctuates the most,
that is, the input voltage is as low as 176 V, the current flow-
ing through the inductor L is the maximum. The maximum
effective value of the input current at this time is:

Iin_max =
Pin

Vin_min
≈ 19.94A (18)

where Vin_min is the minimum input voltage.
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The peak current of the input current is:

Iin_peak =
√
2 · Iin_max = 28.2A (19)

Inductance current ripple is related to the size of the AC
inductance, in engineering generally take the current ripple is
20% of the maximum current, the ripple current is:

1I = 0.2 · Iin_peak ≈ 5.64A (20)

The peak current flowing through the inductor L is:

IL_peak = Iin_peak +
1I
2

= 31.02A (21)

At this point, the minimum duty cycle of the switching
transistor is:

d = 1 −

√
2Vin_min

Vdc
≈ 0.38 (22)

where Vdc is the DC bus voltage.

L ≥

√
2Vin_min · d
f · 1I

≈ 167.7µH (23)

where f is the switching frequency of the switching transis-
tors S1 and S2 (f = 100 kHz).
Since the ripple current is inversely proportional to the

inductance value, a larger ripple current will increase the core
loss. In order to ensure the normal operation of the front-stage
converter, the final selected inductor parameter is 300 µH.

2) DC BUS CAPACITOR DESIGN
The role of the DC bus capacitor is to provide a stable DC
bus voltage for the rear-stage circuit, which needs to meet
both the voltage maintenance time and ripple requirements.
According to the conservation of energy, it is obtained that:

Po
ηCLLLC

· thold =
CdcV 2

dc

2
−
CdcV 2

dc_min

2
(24)

where thold is the voltage maintenance time, ηCLLLC is the
efficiency of the rear-converter.

According to the actual demand, this paper takes the volt-
age maintenance time as one industrial frequency cycle of
the input voltage, that is, thold = 0.02; the minimum DC bus
voltage is taken as 80% of the rated value, that is, Vdc_min
= 320 V; the efficiency of the rear-stage converter: ηCLLLC
= 0.95. According to (24), the capacitance value to meet the
voltage maintenance time requirement is obtained as follows:

Cdc1 =
2Pothold(

V 2
dc − V 2

dc_min

)
· ηCLLLC

≈ 2412µF (25)

According to the conservation of energy it is known that:

Vac · IL · ηPFC = Vdc · Iout (26)

where Vac is the AC voltage, ηPFC is the efficiency of the
front-stage converter (ηPFC = 0.98).

iout =
Vac · IL · ηPFC

Vdc
(1 − cos(2ωt)) (27)

TABLE 3. Front-stage converter parameter design.

where iout is the output current.
The current flowing through the DC bus capacitor is:

idc = iout − Iout =
Vac · IL · ηPFC

Vdc
cos(2ωt) (28)

The amount of fluctuation of the DC bus voltage is:

1vdc =
1
Cdc

∫ t

0
idc(t)dt =

Vac · IL · ηPFC

2ω · CdcVdc
sin(2ωt) (29)

DC bus voltage ripple is:

1Vdc =
Vac · IL · ηPFC

Vdc · ω · Cdc
(30)

In this paper, the maximum ripple of DC bus voltage is
selected as ±10 V, that is, 1Udc = 20 V, and the capacitance
value to meet the voltage ripple requirement can be obtained
as follows:

Cdc2 =
Vac · IL · ηPFC

Vdc · ω · 1Vdc
= 1354µF (31)

In summary, the maximum value of (25) and (31) is the
lower limit of the DC bus capacitance of the front-stage
converter, so the DC bus capacitor Cdc capacitance is chosen
to be 2500 µF.

The parameter design of the front-stage converter is shown
in Table 3.

C. REAR-STAGE CONVERTER PARAMETER DESIGN
When the rear-stage converter works in forward mode, the
input voltage range of the DC bus side is 380 V-420 V, and the
output voltage range of the DC side of the power cell is 260 V-
420 V; when it works in reverse mode, the input voltage range
of the DC side of the power cell is 280V-400V, and the output
voltage range of the DC bus side is 400 V; the rated power is
3.3 kW, and the first resonant frequency fr1 = 100 kHz. The
relevant parameters are designed as follows:
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1) TRANSFORMER TURNS RATIO
Taking the primary and secondary voltages at the first res-
onant frequency as the rated voltage of the converter and
ignoring the diode voltage drop, the turns ratio n is:

n =
Vdc_nom
Vbatt_nom

=
400
330

≈ 1.21 (32)

2) VOLTAGE GAIN RANGE
The maximum voltage gain Mmax and the minimum voltage
gain Mmin are:

Mmax =
n× Vbatt− max

Vdc− min
=

1.21 × 420
380

= 1.34 (33)

Mmin =
n× Vbatt− min

Vdc− max
=

1.21 × 280
420

= 0.81 (34)

3) DESIGN OF PARAMETERS K AND Q
At no load, the voltage gain of the converter is:

MNL(k, fn)|Q=0 =
1

1 +
1
k −

1
kf 2n

(35)

According to the maximum value of normalized switching
frequency fn_max and the minimum value of fn_min in the
design specification, the voltage gains at fn_max and fn_min at
no load are obtained as follows:

MNL_max(fn−max)|Q=0 =
(k + 1) f 2n−max − 1

kf 2n−max

MNL_min(fn− min)|Q=0 =
(k + 1) f 2n− min − 1

kf 2n− min

(36)

where MNL_max(fn_max) is the voltage gain at fn_max,
MNL_min(fn_min) is the voltage gain at fn_min.
The minimum voltage gainMmin of the converter needs to

be greater thanMNL_max(fn_max), that is:

k <
Mmin

(
f 2n−max − 1

)
(1 −Mmin) f 2n−max

(37)

To prevent current overshoot during start-up, the start-up
frequency is set at 300 kHz, which is known from (37):

k <
Mmin

1 −Mmin
·
(fn−max)2 − 1
(fn−max)2

= 3.56 (38)

According to the above analysis, as the value of k
decreases, although the converter obtains a relatively wide
voltage gain within the same operating frequency, the exci-
tation inductance Lm1 is proportional to k, resulting in an
increase in the excitation current iLm1, then the loss of the
switching transistor increases during the dead time. Taking
into account, temporarily take k = 3.5. This results in:

Qmax =
1

√
2k + 1 − 1

≈ 0.55 (39)

where the prime factor Qmax is the resistive boundary line of
the converter.

FIGURE 9. Voltage gain at full load, half load and no load.

Q = 0.4 in order to retain a certain margin.
From Fig. 9, it can be seen that the converter can meet

the voltage gain requirements in the designed operating
frequency range under full-load, half-load and no-load con-
ditions. Therefore, the parameters k and Q are taken as
reasonable values.

4) RESONANT CAVITY PARAMETERS
The values of the resonant inductor and resonant capacitor are
calculated according to the values of the parameters k and Q,
and the first resonant frequency fr1. The equivalent impedance
of the converter is given by:

Req = n2
6
π2

V 2
batt−nom

Po
≈ 29.4� (40)

Resonant inductor on the primary-side:

Lrp1 =
QReq
2π fr1

= 18.73µH (41)

Resonant inductor on the secondary-side:

Lrs1 =
Lrp1
n2

= 12.79µH (42)

Resonant capacitance on the primary-side:

Crp1 =
1

(2π fr1)2 · Lrp1
= 135.38nF (43)

Resonant capacitance on the secondary-side:

Crs1 = n2Crp1 = 198.21nF (44)

Excitation inductance:

Lm1 = kLrp1 = 65.54µH (45)

5) SWITCHING FREQUENCY
In order to design the transformer, it is necessary to determine
the operating frequency at which the converter meets the
maximum gain. The operating frequency is generally selected
by fundamental wave analysis (FHA), simulation or time
domain analysis. The fundamental wave analysis method is
more accurate at the resonance point, but it cannot give a

102006 VOLUME 11, 2023



K. Zhou et al.: Research on Bidirectional On-Board Charging System

FIGURE 10. Comparison of gain obtained by fundamental wave analysis,
time domain analysis and simulation (under resonant state).

more accurate voltage gain when it is far from the resonance
point, so the specific operating frequency range cannot be
determined.

a: Under resonant operating mode
When the system is in under resonant operation mode, the
CLLLC resonant converter can realize zero voltage on the
inverter side of the switching transistor and zero current
off the rectifier side of the diode, which is an ideal oper-
ation mode. The design of parameters should ensure that
the CLLLC resonant converter can run stably in this mode.
Fig. 10 shows the comparison of gains obtained by time
domain analysis, fundamental wave analysis and simulation.
It can be seen that the time domain analysis method can better
approximate the actual gain curve.

b: Over resonant operation mode
When the system is in over resonant working mode, the
comparison of the gain curves in the over-resonant region
obtained by simulation, time domain analysis and funda-
mental wave analysis is shown in Fig. 11. It can be seen
that whether it is full load or no load, the time domain
analysis method can approach the actual gain curve well, and
compared with the fundamental wave analysis method, the
accuracy has been greatly improved.

Comparing the data obtained from the time domain anal-
ysis method, simulation and experiment, it is concluded that
the results of the time domain analysis method and simula-
tion match, and the accuracy is greatly improved compared
with the fundamental wave analysis method. Therefore, the
operating frequency range of the converter is 65 kHz-300 kHz
obtained by simulation.

Due to the large number of resonant components in the
three-phase wye-wye connected CLLLC resonant converter,
if the parameters of the three-phase resonant network are the

FIGURE 11. Comparison of gain obtained by fundamental wave analysis,
time domain analysis and simulation (over resonant state).

same and the primary-side is symmetrical in parameters, the
number of variables in the system is reduced, and the DC
voltage gain is the same in the same operating frequency
range during forward and reverse operation. The difference
of the working state of the three-phase circuit A, B and C
is only shown as A phase difference of 120 degrees, and the
other states are exactly the same. Therefore, the basic charac-
teristics and parameter design of the three-phase interleaved
CLLLC resonant converter can be regarded as a single-phase
CLLLC resonant converter. This paper takes the A-phase
circuit as an example for analysis. According to the different
state of the resonant network, the converter has two different
resonant frequencies: one is that the resonant network is
composed of Lrp1, Lrs1, Crp1, Crs1 four components, and the
first resonant frequency is fr1; The other is that the resonant
network is composed of Lrp1, Crp1, Lm1, Crs1, Lrs1 five com-
ponents, and this is the second resonant frequency fr2. The
expressions for fr1 and fr2 are:

fr1 =
1

2π
√
Lrp1Crp1

(46)

fr2 =
1

2π
√
(Lrp1 + Lm1)Crp1

(47)

With the first resonant frequency fr1 and the second reso-
nant frequency fr2 as the boundary, according to the different
switching frequency fs, the three operating conditions of
the three-phase interleaved CLLLC resonant converter are
as follows: the under resonant operating mode meets fr2
< fs < fr1; The working mode of resonant point satisfies
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TABLE 4. Rear-stage converter parameter design.

fs = fr1; The over resonant operating mode is fs > fr1.
The higher the switching frequency, the smaller the current
ripple value and the higher the power quality. In addition,
the volume of capacitors, inductors, transformers and other
devices is also affected by the switching frequency, the higher
the switching frequency, the smaller the volume of these
devices, which can improve the power density of the whole
machine. However, if the switching frequency is too high,
it will cause the increase of other losses such as switching
loss and driving loss, resulting in a decrease in system effi-
ciency. Considering the performance index comprehensively,
the switching frequency of the system is set as the first reso-
nant frequency of 100kHz, and the performance of the system
is optimal.

The parameter design of the rear-converter is shown in
Table 4.

IV. BIDIRECTIONAL ON-BOARD CHARGING SYSTEM
CONTROL STRATEGY
A. FRONT-STAGE CONVERTER CONTROL STRATEGY
The front-stage converter control strategy is shown in Fig. 12.
In the forward charging mode, the front-stage converter real-
izes the rectification and power factor correction function,
and in the reverse inverting mode, the front-stage con-
verter realizes the inverting function. Since in the forward
charging and reverse inverting operation modes, only the
controlled objects are different, so this paper only analyzes
the control strategy specifically for the forward charging
operation mode. The reference voltage vdc_ref and the DC
bus voltage _vdc are differenced, and the error is multi-
plied by the voltage PI regulator and the input voltage
to get the current loop control quantity, and then differed
from the input current iL to get the current error quantity,
and then the switching frequency required by the switch-
ing transistor is generated by the current PI regulator and
pulse frequency modulation to realize the constant voltage
output.

B. REAR-STAGE CONVERTER CONTROL STRATEGY
The control strategy of the rear-stage converter is shown in
Fig. 13. In the forward charging operation mode, in order
to realize the constant voltage and constant current charging

FIGURE 12. Front-stage converter control strategy.

mode of the power battery, the voltage and current double
closed-loop control is used. When the rear-stage converter
works in constant voltage output mode, the control object
is the output voltage Vbatt, and the difference with the given
reference voltage Vbatt_ref is made to get the error quantity
Verr, and the error quantity Verr gets the voltage loop control
quantity Vn through the voltage PI regulator and limiting link,
and Vn generates the switching frequency required by Q1-Q6
through pulse frequency modulation to realize constant volt-
age output. When the rear-stage converter works in constant
current output mode, the control object is the output voltage
Ibatt, and the difference with the given reference voltage
Ibatt_ref is made to get the error quantity Ierr, and Ierr gets the
current loop control quantity In through the current PI regu-
lator and limiting link, and In generates the required pulses
of Q1-Q6 through pulse frequency modulation to realize the
constant current output of the converter. In the reverse inverter
operation mode, the reference voltage of the control system
is Vdc_ref, and the DC bus voltage is stabilized at 400V by
adjusting the switching frequency of Q7-Q12.

V. EXPERIMENTAL ANALYSIS OF BIDIRECTIONAL
ON-BOARD CHARGING SYSTEM
The experimental platform of the bidirectional on-board
charging system based on the rear-stage three-phase wye-wye
connected CLLLC resonant converter is shown in Fig. 14, and
its hardware structure is shown in Fig. 15.

A. THE MAIN COMPONENTS SELECTION
1) SELECTION OF SWITCHING TRANSISTORS
IPW65R045C7 switching transistor was selected for both
the primary and secondary sides. The drain-source voltage
Vdss = 650 V, the on-impedance Rds(on)_max = 0.045 �,
the parasitic capacitance Coss = 70 pF, and the maxi-
mum continuous leakage current was ID = 68.5 A. Dead
time tdead = 200 ns.
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FIGURE 13. Rear-stage converter control strategy.

2) TRANSFORMER DESIGN
The magnetic core model is determined to be EE50, and its
parameters are: AP = 5.7343 cm4, Ae = 226 mm2, Aw =

253 mm2. The number of primary and secondary side turns
is 22 and 18 respectively. Select the Leeds wire with d =

0.1 mm, and the number of Leeds wire strands required for
each turn of the primary and secondary conductors is 217 and
240 strands, respectively. Magnetic flux density Bm = 0.29 T,
window coefficient DW = 0.28.

3) SELECTION OF RESONANT INDUCTORS
The primary-side resonant inductor is selected as 8 turns
217 strands, the secondary-side resonant inductor as 6 turns
240 strands, and the number of strands of each turn wire is
217 and 240 strands respectively.

4) SELECTION OF RESONANT CAPACITANCE
The primary-side resonant capacitors Lrp1, Lrp2, and Lrp3 are
composed of four 33 nF/1000V polypropylene capacitors and
one 3.3 nF/1000 V polypropylene capacitor in parallel. Sim-
ilarly, the secondary side resonant capacitors Crs1, Crs2, and
Crs3 are composed of five 39 nF/1000 V, one 2.2 nF/1000 V,
and one 1 nF/1000 V polypropylene capacitors in parallel.

B. CHARGING MODE
When the bidirectional on-board charging system is in charg-
ing mode, the input voltage and input current of the system
are shown in Fig. 16. As can be seen from Fig. 16, the input
current follows the input voltage in frequency and phase, the
input voltage is 220 V, the peak current is about 20 A, and the
system has a high power factor.

When the rear-stage converter operates at 100 kHz, the
driving waveforms of the three lower transistors of the bridge
arms on the primary-side are shown in Fig. 17. The three
resonant networks are interleaved 120 degrees by controlling
the drive signal. The phase difference between the driving

FIGURE 14. Experimental platform of bidirectional on-board charging
system.

FIGURE 15. Hardware block diagram of bidirectional on-board charging
system.

FIGURE 16. Input voltage and input current waveforms.

voltages of switching transistors Q1, Q3 and Q5 are all
120 degrees.

The driving signals of the bridge arm switch transistors Q1
andQ2 on the primary-side of the rear-stage converter and the
input voltage waveform of the A-phase circuit are shown in
Fig. 18. In order to prevent simultaneous conduction of the
upper and lower transistors of the same bridge arm, a certain
dead time needs to be preserved, and the input voltage wave-
form of the resonant network of the A-phase circuit is a step
waveform, which is consistent with the theoretical analysis
and simulation results.
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FIGURE 17. Driving voltage waveforms of switching transistors Q1, Q3
and Q5.

FIGURE 18. Driving of switching transistors Q1 and Q2 and input voltage
waveform of phase A circuit.

The input voltage waveforms of the three-phase circuit of
the rear-stage converter A, B and C are shown in Fig. 19.
As can be seen from the Fig. 19, the input voltage wave-
forms of A, B and C three-phase circuits differ in phase by
120 degrees, and they are all step waveforms, with the maxi-
mum magnitude being two-thirds of the DC bus voltage, and
when the DC bus voltage is 400 V, the maximum magnitude
of the input step voltage is about 266 V.

When the rear-stage converter operates at the rated
resonant frequency of 100 kHz, the waveforms of the
drive signal, drain-source voltage and resonant current
of the switching transistor Q1 are shown in Fig. 20.
At this operating frequency, the resonant inductor and
capacitor on the primary-side resonate in series, and the
resonant current is approximately sinusoidal. The reso-
nant current crosses the zero point after the drive sig-
nal goes high, so the input impedance of the converter
is inductive.

The waveforms of the drive signal Vgs1 and the gate-source
voltage Vds1 are shown in Fig. 21. It can be seen that the
switching transistor Q1 achieves zero voltage turn-on.

FIGURE 19. A, B, C three-phase circuit input voltage waveforms.

FIGURE 20. Waveforms of drive signal, drain-source voltage and resonant
current of switching transistor Q1 at 100kHz.

FIGURE 21. Waveforms of drive signal Vgs1 and gate-source voltage Vds1.

When the rear-stage converter operates at the rated reso-
nant frequency of 100 kHz, the waveforms of the DC side
output voltage and the three-phase resonant current on the
primary-side are shown in Fig. 22. As can be seen from the
Fig. 22, the three-phase resonant currents are symmetrical,
indicating that the three-phase wye-wye connected topology
has good current equalization characteristics.
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FIGURE 22. Waveforms of output voltage and three-phase resonant
current on the primary-side.

FIGURE 23. Output current waveform.

FIGURE 24. Output voltage waveform.

In order to verify the charging performance of constant
current and constant voltage charging system. The charging
current of constant current charging mode is set to 10 A, and
the charging voltage of constant voltage charging mode is set
to 400 V. As shown in Fig. 23, when the constant current
charging mode is used, the output current remains basically
unchanged when it is stabilized at 10 A, thus realizing the
control of constant current charging. Then, the output current
is switched from constant current mode to constant voltage
mode, and the output current is in a stable state after a step
drop. As shown in Fig. 24, when the constant current charging

FIGURE 25. The efficiency curve of the system in charging mode.

FIGURE 26. The efficiency curve of the system in charging mode.

FIGURE 27. Inverter output voltage waveform.

mode is used, the output voltage is in a stable state, and
then it is switched from the constant current mode to the
constant voltage mode, and the output voltage remains basi-
cally unchanged after stabilizing at 440 V. Thus, the system
can control constant current charging and constant voltage
charging.

Fig. 25 shows the efficiency curve of the system when
the rated power changes in the charging mode. As can
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FIGURE 28. The efficiency curve of the system in inverter mode.

FIGURE 29. Loss decomposition of the system in inverter mode.

be seen from the figure, the system has a high work-
ing efficiency, the highest efficiency can reach more
than 95%.

Fig. 26 shows the loss distribution of the system when the
system works in the charging mode and the highest working
efficiency point. The total loss is 198W.

C. INVERTER MODE
In inverter mode, the inverter output waveform of the
front-stage converter is shown in Fig. 27. It can be seen that
the input voltage of DC side is 400 V, and the inverter output
is 311 V AC power, frequency is 50 Hz, which can supply
power to external devices, verifying that the bidirectional
on-board charging system can realize the bidirectional flow
of energy.

Fig. 28 shows the efficiency curve of the system when
the rated power changes in the inverter mode. As can
be seen from the figure, the system has a high work-
ing efficiency, the highest efficiency can reach more
than 95%.

Fig. 29 shows the loss distribution of the sys-
tem when the system works in inverter mode and at
the highest working efficiency point. The total loss
is 271.8W.

VI. CONCLUSION
This paper proposes a bidirectional on-board charging system
with a two-stage isolated structure. The front-stage converter
can realize the bidirectional flow of energy, the forward
operating mode realizes the function of rectification and
power factor correction, while the reverse operating mode
inverts the output AC power. The relationship between the
voltage, current and control signal of the front-stage con-
verter is deduced through the small signal analysis method.
In addition, the equivalent circuit model of the rear-stage
converter is established by the fundamental wave analysis
method, and the voltage gain characteristics and impedance
characteristics are then analyzed. Through simulation and
experimental verification, the bidirectional on-board charg-
ing system based on three-phase wye-wye connected CLLLC
resonant converter can realize bidirectional energy flow, the
front-stage converter has high power factor, and the rear-stage
converter can realize zero voltage turn-on in the full load
range.
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