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ABSTRACT Since cyberattacks have become sophisticated in the form of advanced persistent threats
(APTs), predicting and defending the APT attacks have drawn lots of attention. Although there have been
related studies such as attack graphs, Hidden Markov Models, and Bayesian networks, they have four
representative limitations; (i) non-standard attack modeling, (ii) lack of data-driven approaches, (iii) absence
of real-world APT dataset, and (iv) high system dependability. In this paper, we propose Bayesian ATT&CK
Network (BAN) which is based on system-independent data-driven approach. Specifically, BAN is based on
Bayesian network, which adopts structure learning and parameter learning to model APT attackers with the
MITRE ATT&CK® framework. The trained BAN aims to predict upcoming attack techniques and derives
corresponding countermeasures. In addition, we prepare datasets via both automatic and manual labeling to
overcome the data insufficiency issues of APT prediction. Experimental results show that BAN successfully
contributes to handling APT attacks, given the best parameters extracted from extensive evaluations.

INDEX TERMS Attack prediction, advanced persistent threat, ATT&CK framework, Bayesian network,
cyber threat intelligence.

I. INTRODUCTION
The global pandemic has accelerated the transition to digital
and remote work, making cyberspace more critical than ever.
After the pandemic, numerous people have been forced to
work and live remotely. Moreover, various businesses have
had to adapt by shifting their business online. As a result,
much sensitive data have been moved to cyberspace, and
reliance on cyberspace has increased dramatically. Unfortu-
nately, as much information has transferred to cyberspace,
cyber threats are also advancing.

Existing cyber threats have been mostly regarded as simple
and single attacks. However, as cyber threats have become
more sophisticated, targeted, and persistent, an Advanced
Persistent Threat (APT) has recently become the most sig-
nificant cyber threat. APT is an advanced and long-lasting
cyber threat developed by a highly organized, sophisticated,
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and well-resourced group [1]. APT attacks have evolved as
more sophisticated and frequent since their first appearance,
causing considerable damage to countries and companies.
In addition, APT attacks often occur for political and social
motives rather than financial returns, resulting in various
types of damage. The most representative example is the
Democratic National Committee (DNC) hacking by Russian
attackers just before the 2016 US presidential election [2].
Although APT attacks are growing daily, it is challenging

to defend against them. Unlike conventional cyberattacks,
APT attacks utilize almost all of the techniques used in exist-
ing cyberattacks. Furthermore, an APT attack can effectively
bypass the attack detection system because they are often
highly targeted and long-lasting. That is, the APT attackers
can focus on the most vulnerable part of the system after
collecting the target information. Therefore, it is tough for
the defender to detect and respond to these APT attacks.

Due to the difficulty of detecting the APT attack, reac-
tive attack detection and defense systems cannot effectively
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defend against APT attacks. We must abandon the false
belief that real-time attack detection and defense are per-
fect. Instead, the defenders must predict the next attack
based on the information and design a proactive defense
method. By predicting the attacks, it is possible to cope with
a failure in attack detection, minimize the damage of the
attacks through a preemptive response, and finally prevent the
attacker from achieving their ultimate goal.

Several studies have been conducted to predict cyberat-
tacks.Most notably, many studies predict the next cyberattack
based on the attack graph [3], [4], [5]. Also, some studies
probabilistically infer the next attack based onmachine learn-
ing, such as Hidden Markov Model [6], [7], [8] and Bayesian
network [9], [10], [11]. Recently, attack prediction research
is also being developed using deep learning [12], [13].
However, these cyberattack prediction methods have sev-

eral limitations. First, they did not model the attacker’s
behavior in a general, standard framework. Some models
can only predict the presence or absence of an attack [14],
[15], or the predefined stage of an attack [6], [7], [8]. Also,
several studies based on an Attack graph [3], [4] can model
detailed attacks, but these studies manually model attacks by
researchers’ opinions. This lack of standardization can lead to
inconsistent modeling methods depending on the individual
expert, making it challenging to integrate with other defense
systems.

Second, existing studies utilize a manual method in which
experts subjectively determine the structures or parameters
of the model rather than data-driven learning. For exam-
ple, several studies based on attack graph [3], [11] generate
an attack graph based on the security experts’ knowledge,
not the objective data. As a result, these studies require
high-educated security experts to manually generate attack
graphs based on their deep knowledge of the defense envi-
ronment.

Third, existing studies do not utilize actual APT attack
data that occurred in the real-world. Although some stud-
ies [6], [7] have utilized raw alert data (IDS logs), these
data are not able to represent the actual behavior of the
APT attackers. Additionally, researches that utilizes an attack
graph [3], [11] to model the specific attack actions has not
been validated through data. Accordingly, it is unknown
whether the models will be effective in the real-world
situations.

Finally, the prediction systems depend on the network
structure and the detection system. For example, since the
attack graph is dependent on the network and host environ-
ment, the studies based on attack graph [3], [4], [5] require
a new model if the environment is different. Also, studies
that predict cyberattacks based on raw alerts [6], [7] depend
on a specific detection system of training datasets. If the
detection system, such as IDS, has been changed, the model
does not work correctly and has to be retrained. Therefore,
it is unsuitable for the current companies’ environment, where
the enterprise network structures and detection systems are
frequently changed.

To this end, we propose the Bayesian ATT&CK Network
(BAN). which is a Bayesian network-based attack predic-
tion model, to overcome these limitations. BAN models
the attacker’s behavior in detail based on a global standard
framework, MITRE ATT&CK® [16]. In addition, we have
constructed our own datasets that represent real APT cases.
These datasets were created from reports analyzing previous
APT attacks. Therefore, since the MITRE ATT&CK and
our datasets do not depend on the network environment,
our model can be used independently from network struc-
tures and detection systems. In addition, we maximized the
objectivity and usability of the model by introducing fully
automated data-driven learning. Also, BAN can predict not
only the next attacks but also the attacker’s ultimate goal.
Finally, we also maximized the usefulness of BAN by offer-
ing appropriate defense techniques to the defender. Hence,
we can operate the BAN in four aspects: predict the next
attacks, the next defenses, the goal attacks, and the goal
defenses. We performed experiments and evaluations using
the prepared unbiased dataset to verify the performance of
the proposed model.

The contributions of our study are as follows.

• We have created datasets comprising past APT cases.
We mapped extensive historical APT attack reports to
MITRE ATT&CK in various ways. Unlike the raw log
datasets that were generated in a particular network,
our datasets are well-suited to any kind of network
setting. Therefore, BAN trained on our datasets is also
independent of the network environment, maximizing its
usefulness.

• We implemented a fully automated data-driven learn-
ing process. Both the structure and parameters of
the Bayesian network can be learned automatically.
Through experiments, we find a suitable learning
algorithm and parameters for our model and propose
a new learning method based on the impact-based
weighted score function.

• As a result of evaluating the model with the prepared
dataset, it showed an f1-score of 0.628 at the next attack
prediction and 0.606 at the next defense prediction.
Also, in terms of predicting the ultimate goal attack and
defense, it showed an f1-score of 0.565 at the goal attack
prediction and 0.635 at the goal defense prediction.

II. RELATED WORK
A. ATTACK PREDICTION IN CYBER SECURITY
Over the past few decades, manymethods have been explored
to defend against cyberattacks. However, as cyberattacks
become more sophisticated and rapidly evolve, it is difficult
to detect attacks and preemptively defend them. Thus, the
defenders have to predict the next attacks and prepare proac-
tive defense strategies. For this reason, various cyberattack
prediction studies have been actively studied.

Among these attack prediction approaches, the most repre-
sentative approach is attack graph [17]. After the concept of
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TABLE 1. Comparison of existing cyberattack prediction models.

an attack graph appeared in 1998, Hughes and Sheyner [3]
proposed the concept of attack prediction using an attack
graph in 2003. Since then, various attack graphs have been
proposed. Ramaki et al. [4] proposed a real-time episode
correlation algorithm (RTECA) and used it for alert correla-
tion and prediction of multi-step attack scenarios. They also
developed a causal correlation matrix (CCM) for attack pre-
diction. Also, GhasemiGol et al. [5] improved the prediction
performance by proposing an uncertainty-aware attack graph.

The Bayesian network (BN), used extensively in various
fields, was also employed for attack prediction. Most of
the studies using BN added the concept of probability to
the attack graph. Most representatively, [10] transformed the
attack graph into a causal network and used it for low-level
alert correlation and next attack prediction. In addition,
Ramaki et al. [9] proposed a Bayesian attack graph. They
constructed a Bayesian attack graph using low-level alerts in
offline mode and applied it to predict the next attack in online
mode. Poolsappasit et al. [11] proposed a risk management
framework for enterprise networks using a Bayesian attack
graph. This study is not only focused on attack prediction
but also considers security control for risk minimization.
In addition, various attack prediction methods using game
theory [14], [15], HMM [6], [7], [8], deep learning [12], [13]
have been proposed.

Nonetheless, there are some limitations within the current
research. First, the attack prediction results are either too
abstract [6], [7], [8] or newly defined by the authors [3], [4],
[5]. This makes it difficult for defenders to prepare the coun-
termeasures. Second, most studies utilize raw log datasets
that are applicable only to specific network. Even more, some

studies do not utilize any datasets at all. This makes their
models dependent on the network environment and increases
the personal involvement of the authors when constructing
the models. Finally, some studies do not suggest appropriate
countermeasures to their attack prediction results. This leads
to the difficulty of defending against predicted cyberattacks
in a real-world environment.

In contrast, in this study, we utilize self-built APT
datasets to identify APT attack patterns in the real-world.
In addition, we adopted MITRE ATT&CK, which is
environment-independent by its design, to make our model
independent of the network environment. Finally, we built
a model optimized for our APT datasets by minimizing the
intervention of experts and automating the learning process
of the Bayesian network. We note that our model is not
based on an attack graph approach. Unlike a Bayesian attack
graph [11], which adds the concept of probability to the
attack graph, our approach is more like utilizing a traditional
Bayesian network for APT attack prediction. The compari-
son of current cyberattack prediction studies is described in
Table 1.

B. DEFENSE FRAMEWORK IN CYBER SECURITY
Diverse studies were also proposed to suggest a defense
policy according to the attack. Related methods which can
suggest proper defense techniques are as follows.

First, various static defense modeling techniques based on
the attack graph have been proposed. Bistarelli et al. [18]
proposed the defense tree to model economically effective
defense policies from the defender’s point of view. The same
authors further developed the CP-Defense tree and calculated
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the most appropriate countermeasure by replacing it with an
answer set optimization (ASO) problem [19]. Roy et al. [20],
[21] proposed an attack countermeasure tree (ACT) for cal-
culating and reducing the attack risk. The major difference
between the ACT and the defense tree is that, in the defense
tree, defenses can be added only to leaf nodes, but in ACT,
defenses can be added to any node. Kordy et al. [22], [23]
proposed a new variation of the defense tree, an attack-
defense tree (ADTree). The ADTree is similar to the ACT, but
while the ACT aims to calculate return on investment (ROI)
and return on attack (ROA), ADTree is designed for more
rigorous and general purposes.

Studies on using Bayesian networks from the defender’s
point of view have also been explored. Sommestad et al. [24],
[25] introduced the Bayesian defense graph by adding the
concept of probability to the original defense tree. The
author uses the Bayesian defense graph to calculate not only
the probability of an attack but also the expected damage
from the attack. Therefore, the defenders can utilize the
Bayesian defense graph to select an appropriate countermea-
sure. The authors also proposed a probabilistic relational
model that enables more general and accurate modeling
through follow-up studies [26].
Moreover, attack and defense modeling using Boolean

logic Driven Markov Processes (BDMP) [27], [28], network
defense and hardening policy building algorithm using game
theory [29], [30] have been proposed.

These researches about cyberattack defense also have simi-
lar limitations as the attack graph study. These approaches are
subjective because defenders must build the model manually.
Also, since the suggested defenses are simple techniques and
do not train a model based on data, performance can be poor
in practical use.

III. MODELING APT ATTACK AND DEFENSE SCENARIO
A standard limitation of cyberattack prediction and defense
studies, discussed in the previous chapter, is that they cannot
precisely model the attacker’s behavior. Consequently, there
is a critical problem that the result of the attack prediction
is too conceptual, so suitable defense techniques cannot be
selected from the defender’s point of view. In order to estab-
lish the APT attack prediction and defense proposal system,
which is the ultimate goal of this study, it is necessary to
solve this issue. Hence, this chapter will review the methods
of modeling attackers’ behaviors and defenders’ defense
techniques.

A. MODELING APT ATTACK
Many methods for modeling existing cyberattacks have been
proposed [31]. APT attack modeling does not differ much
from cyberattack modeling techniques. However, because
APT attacks use more advanced strategies over a long period,
more advanced modeling techniques are being studied [32],
[33].

The cyberattack modeling technique widely used in both
academia and industry is Cyber Kill Chain [34], [35] devel-

oped by Lockheed Martin. However, although it can effec-
tively model the stages of an APT attack, there is still a
limitation that there is no explanation about which attack
techniques can be utilized in each stage.

As mentioned in the introduction, it is essential to predict
an attacker’s behavior precisely. Therefore, a more detailed
modeling framework than the cyber kill chain is needed.
For this reason, among various techniques for modeling
APT attacks, the framework selected in this study is MITRE
ATT&CK® [16], [36], [37].

1) MITRE ATT&CK®

MITRE ATT&CK® is a curated knowledge base and model
for cyber adversary behavior, reflecting the various phases
of an adversary’s attack lifecycle and the platforms they are
known to target [16]. MITRE ATT&CK® is based on the
concept of tactics, techniques, and Procedures (TTP) [38]
defined by NIST. Therefore, the items ofMITREATT&CK®

consist of tactics and techniques, excluding procedures that
are too specific in TTP.

Tactics represent the ‘‘why’’ of an ATT&CK technique
or sub-technique. It is the adversary’s tactical objective: the
reason for performing an action [16]. The MITRE ATT&CK
framework consists of 14 tactics, from the TA0043 (Recon-
naissance) tactic to the TA0040 (Impact) tactic.

Techniques represent ‘‘how’’ an adversary achieves a tac-
tical objective by performing an action. Techniques may
also represent ‘‘what’’ an adversary gains by performing
an action [16]. Each technique is associated with one or
more tactics. Sub-techniques further break down behaviors
described by techniques into more specific descriptions of
how behavior is used to achieve an objective [16]. The latest
version at the time of this research, MITRE ATT&CK®

version 10, consists of a total of 188 techniques and 379 sub-
techniques.

Since MITRE ATT&CK® can model even detailed attack
techniques, it is being used as a standard worldwide. More-
over, many government agencies and cyber security com-
panies are using this ATT&CK framework to analyze the
APT attacks and apply it to their security software [39].
Also, MITER ATT&CK is regularly verified and updated
by numerous cyber security experts [40], [41]. Through this
updating process, the latest attack TTPs are added, and exist-
ing TTPs are also re-validated to increase reliability. Because
of the popularity, peer review, and up-to-dateness of MITRE
ATT&CK, we chose MITRE ATT&CK as the attack model-
ing framework for this study. Also, it is impractical to provide
more detailed attack modeling and prediction due to a lack of
available data and a standardized framework.

B. MODELING APT DEFENSE
The final goal of this study is to predict APT attacks and
provide appropriate countermeasures. Therefore, it is neces-
sary to model appropriate defenses against possible attack
techniques.
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Modeling countermeasures against cyberattacks have been
researched and organized by many institutions. For exam-
ple, NIST classified and defined countermeasures to defend
against cyberattacks in the SP-800-53 document [42]. CIS
developed CIS Control v8 to provide defenders with an
implementable level of defense [43]. In addition, ISO/IEC
defines information security standards by providing ISO/IEC
27000 series [44].Microsoft has also documented the security
controls available in its cloud product; Azure [45].

1) MITRE FRAMEWORKS
MITRE,which developed theMITREATT&CK®, researched
cyber defense techniques and created a framework. The
first framework developed is ATT&CK Mitigation [46]
included in ATT&CK Framework. ATT&CK Mitigation
roughly described the countermeasures against the ATT&CK
technique. As the MITRE ATT&CK® is updated, it is also
periodically updated.

The following defense framework that emerged is MITRE
Shield™ [47]. MITRE Shield™ is a publicly accessible knowl-
edge base of active defense tactics and techniques based on
real-world observations [47]. MITRE provides a correspon-
dence relationship between MITRE ATT&CK®’s technique
and MITRE Shield™’s technique to induce the defender to
respond appropriately to a specific attack. However, the tech-
niques of MITRE Shield™ have a disadvantage in that it
is difficult to be used because there are too many abstract
descriptions. To resolve these drawbacks, the newly devel-
oped framework after the abolition of Shield is MITRE
Engage™ [48], [49].

MITRE Engage™ [48], [49] was developed to solve
existing problems based on the MITRE Shield™. How-
ever, unlike the Shield, Engage focuses on denial, decep-
tion, and adversary engagement. Furthermore, unlike Shield,
which is composed of tactics and techniques in the same
way as MITRE ATT&CK®, Engage is composed of Goal,
Approach, and Activity. In addition, each item is divided
into strategic actions and engagement actions. MITRE
Engage™ also provides a correspondence relationship with
MITRE ATT&CK® techniques, enabling effective attack
response.

Apart from Shield and Engage, MITRE D3FEND™ [50],
[51] was also developed. The most significant differ-
ence between the previous three defense frameworks and
DEFEND is that ATT&CK and DEFEND are mapped
through ontology-based artifact analysis [51]. In addition, the
reliability of the framework was increased by providing a
detailed reference for the defense technology.

Since all of the frameworks introduced above provide map-
ping with ATT&CK, all frameworks can respond to the attack
prediction result. However, the specific implementation plan
of the proposed defense technology is beyond the scope of
this study. Therefore, in this study, the Mitigation framework,
which has been verified for the longest time, is used for
convenience.

IV. BAYESIAN NETWORK
This section briefly reviews a Bayesian network, which is
the main machine learning model in this study. Bayesian net-
work is a probabilistic graphical model that has been widely
used and verified in many fields for a long time. The main
idea of the Bayesian network is to represent the conditional
probability relationship more intuitively by using the directed
acyclic graph (DAG). By definition, randomvariables are rep-
resented as nodes, and the relationships between the variables
are represented as the edges. By composing such a model,
it is possible to identify the overall relationships between
variables and infer other variables when some variables are
observed.

A. DEFINITION
A Bayesian network is mathematically defined as follows.
Definition 1 (Bayesian Network): Bayesian network (BN)

is a triple B = (X ,G, 2) where
• Random Variables: X is a set of random variables in the
domain.

• Graph: G = (V ,E) is a directed acyclic graph with
nodes V = {X1, . . . ,Xn} and edge E representing direct
dependencies between the variables.

• Parameters: 2 is a parameter of Bayesian network in
the form of conditional probability table or conditional
prabability distribution. More formally, 2 encodes the
parameters {θijk}i∈1...n,j∈T5Xi

,k∈Ti of the network, where

θijk = P(Xi = xik | 5Xi = wij) . (1)

5Xi denotes the set of parents of Xi inG, J5Xi
denots the

joint domain of the variables in 5Xi , xik is the k-th value
of Xi and wij is the j-th configuration of 5Xi

Based on this definition, the joint probability distribution
can be expressed in a straightforward form of factorizing
conditional distributions.
Theorem 1 (Joint Probability Distribution in Bayesian Net-

work): In the Bayesian network, a unique joint probability
distribution over X given by

P(X1, . . . ,Xn) =
n∏
i=1

P(Xi | 5Xi ) . (2)

B. LEARNING
As we can see from the definition of the Bayesian network,
we need to find out X , G, and 2 to create BN. Among
them, the set of random variables X is easily determined
according to the problem definition. Also, the most intuitive
way to create a graph G is to find the edges E by identifying
associations between random variables X by a domain expert.
In addition, parameters 2 can also be calculated or assigned
using the knowledge of an expert.

However, since this method requires significantly skilled
experts and is based on subjective expert opinions, the per-
formance can be poor in actual data. To solve these problems,
most practical studies train the Bayesian network based on the
collected datasets. The collected dataset is defined as follows.
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Definition 2 (Dataset): DatasetD = {D1, . . . ,Dm} is a set
of data Dj = {D1

j , . . . ,D
n
j } where D

i
j is a value of Xi in data

Dj
When a dataset is given, a Bayesian network’s learning pro-
cess is expressed as follows.

P(G, 2 | D,X )︸ ︷︷ ︸
learning

= P(2 | G,D,X )︸ ︷︷ ︸
parameter learning

· P(G | D,X )︸ ︷︷ ︸
structure learning

.

(3)

As seen in Eq. (3), the learning process primarily consists
of structure learning and parameter learning.

1) STRUCTURE LEARNING
Definition 3 (Structure Learning of Bayesian Network):

Given a datasetD and random variables X , Structure learning
of Bayesian network consists in finding a most plausible
network structure G∗.

G∗ = argmax
G

P(G | D,X ) . (4)

The structure learning techniques of the Bayesian net-
work, which have been actively studied and applied to many
problems, are divided into three main methods: 1) score-
based learning, which defines evaluation criteria for graphs
and explores various graphs. 2) constraint-based learning,
which directly identifies the relationship between nodes by
performing the independence test. 3) hybrid learning, which
combines score-based learning and constraint-based learning.

Firstly, in score-based learning, a score function S(G | D)
is defined to evaluate the graph structure [52]. As a score
function, likelihood is generally used as a basic metric based
on information theory, and the score is penalized accord-
ing to the model complexity. There are some representative
examples of such a score function, include Akaike Infor-
mation Criterion (AIC) [53], Bayesian Information Criterion
(BIC) [53], factorized normalized maximum likelihood score
(fNML) [54], etc. These score functions utilize the log-
likelihood, which is shown in Eq. (5)

log(P(D|G)) =
n∑
i=1

qi∑
j=1

ri∑
k=1

Nijk log
(
Nijk
Nij

)
, (5)

where:
n = Number of random variables X (|X |)
ri = Number of states of Xi (|Xi|)
qi = Number of possible configurations

of the parent set 5Xi of Xi (|5Xi |)
Nijk = Number of instances in the data D

where the variable Xi takes its k-th value and
the variables in 5Xi take their j-th configuration

Nij =
∑|Xi|

k=1 Nijk .

Also, the score function can be defined as Eq. (6).

S(G | D) = log(P(D|G))− φ(N )||G|| , (6)

where:

φ(N ) = Regularization function
||G|| = The number of parameters in the graph G .

In the likelihood-based score function, the parameters of
the graph are calculated through the MLE method. As can be
seen from Eq. (6), the likelihood-based scores have the term
which maximizes the likelihood and the regularization term
(φ(N )||G||) for decreasing the model’s complexity. Depend-
ing on the regularization term, it is AIC when φ(t) = 1, and
BIC when φ(t) = log(t)/2.

Also, there is a BD (Bayesian Dirichlet) score family
to which the Bayesian learning concept is applied. These
score functions include Bayesian Dirichlet equivalent score
(BDe) [55], Bayesian Dirichlet equivalent uniform score
(BDeu) [56], Bayesian Dirichlet sparse score (BDs) [57], K2
score [58]. The equation of BDe, the most representative BD
score, is as follows.

Sbde(G |D) = log(P(G))+
n∑
i=1

 qi∑
j=1

[
A+

ri∑
k=1

B

] , (7)

where:

A = log
(

0(ηij)
0(Nij+ηij)

)
B = log

(
0(Nijk+ηijk)

0(ηijk)

)
ηijk = The hyperparameters

for the Dirichlet prior distribution
ηij =

∑ri
k=1 ηijk

0(.) = Gamma function .

In Eq. (7), there is no problem even if P(G) is assumed as a
uniform distribution, so the term log(P(G)) is not considered
when calculating the actual score. In Eq. (7), if ηijk = 1,
it becomes K2 score [58], and if the prior distribution of the
graph is assumed as uniform distribution, it becomes BDeu
score [56].
After defining the score function, score-based learning

methods search for the graph structure space and select
the graph structure with the highest score. Algorithms
for searching for the graph have been proposed: from
greedy techniques, such as simple hill climbing [59] and
Tabu search [60], to heuristic algorithms, such as genetic
algorithm [61] and simulated annealing [62]. Also, innovative
method, such as orderMCMC [63], searches for the order
space of random variables without directly exploring the
graph structure.

Secondly, the constraint-based learning methods con-
duct the independence tests, such as the Chi-squared test,
to identify the relationship between nodes. Constraint-based
learning algorithms have been developed to minimize the
number of required independence tests. Examples of the
constraint-based learning algorithm include PC [64], Grow-
Shrink [65], and Incremental Association [66].
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Finally, the hybrid learning algorithm is a structure learn-
ing algorithm that properly harmonizes constraint-based
learning and score-based learning. For instance, Max-Min
Hill-Climbing [66] and Restricted Maximization [67] have
been proposed.

2) PARAMETER LEARNING
Definition 4 (Parameter Learning in Bayesian Network):

Given a datasetD, random variables X and the network struc-
ture G, Parameter learning of the Bayesian network consists
in estimating the optimal parameters 2∗.

2∗ = argmax
2

P(2 | G,D,X ) . (8)

The most straightforward and intuitive parameter learning
technique is maximum likelihood estimation (MLE) [68].
In the case of MLE, the parameters that maximize the like-
lihood are selected. In other words, it is a method of choos-
ing the parameters that describe the data most accurately.
Expressing MLE as a simple equation is equivalent to Eq.
(9).

2∗MLE = argmax
2

P(D | 2,G,X ) . (9)

Unlike MLE, which learns parameters based on the
likelihood, there is another parameter learning technique
based on Bayes theorem [69]. These techniques are often
called Bayesian learning or Bayesian parameter estimation.
In MLE, parameters are treated as one fixed value, whereas
in the Bayesian approach, parameters are treated as ran-
dom variables with a prior distribution. Therefore, Bayesian
approaches calculate the posterior distributions of parameters
based on the prior distributions and given data. However,
if the parameters are considered as distributions, the com-
putation complexity for inference increases exponentially.
Thus, the point estimation method to solve this problem has
been proposed, called maximum A posteriori (MAP) [70].
MAP selects the fixed parameters that maximize the posterior
distribution. MAP can be expressed in a simple equation as
follows.

2∗MAP = argmax
2

P(2 | G,D,X ) . (10)

C. INFERENCE
If the Bayesian network is trained based on data or expert
knowledge, it can be used in real problems. Generally, we can
infer unobserved variables based on observed variables (evi-
dence). There are two main inference methods in a Bayesian
network: exact inference and approximate inference.

Exact inference is a method that infers the probabilities
of the remaining nodes by conditioning the evidence. The
intuitive exact inference technique is belief propagation [71].
Belief propagation efficiently calculatesmarginal distribution
by introducing the concept of message. Also, there is variable

elimination [72], which is widely known as a straightforward
algorithm. Variable elimination is a technique that removes
uninterested variables through summation. Finally, the clique
tree propagation [73] transforms the original Bayesian net-
work into a tree form that is easy to apply the belief propaga-
tion.

Although these exact inference techniques are designed to
calculate the joint distribution efficiently, their time complex-
ities are relatively high. Therefore, approximate inference
techniques that take advantage of the time complexity while
giving up inference accuracy have been actively developed.

The approximate inference is a technique that sacrifices
the accuracy of inference for fast computation. A typical
approximate inference is a technique of sampling unobserved
events from the constructed BN. As the sampling method,
simple importance sampling or an advanced sampling tech-
nique, such as Monte Carlo Markov Chain (MCMC), can
be employed [74]. Another popular approximate inference
technique is variational inference [75]. The core idea of the
variational inference technique is transforming the inference
problem into an optimization problem. That is, we can create
a distribution that approximates the distribution we want to
infer and then solve the optimization problem. This process
allows us to make the approximate distribution as similar
to the original distribution as possible. Compared to the
sampling-based methods, these methods do not guarantee
the global optimum but have the advantage of being more
scalable.

V. BAYESIAN ATT&CK NETWORK
In this paper, we propose a Bayesian ATT&CK Network
(BAN) that predicts the next attack based on the Discrete
Bayesian network. Nodes of BAN consist of TTPs of MITRE
ATT&CK Framework. In this study, MITRE ATT&CK ver-
sion 10.0, the latest version at the time of the study, was used.
To construct the BAN, we properly use the knowledge of
cybersecurity experts and historical attack data. First, we ana-
lyzed past attack cases and MITRE ATT&CK Framework
to identify the fundamental relationship between ATT&CK
techniques (Section V-B). For dataset collection, publicly
available APT reports are collected, and the ATT&CK tech-
niques noted in each report are extracted and labeled in
various ways (Section V-C1). After preparing the dataset,
collected datasets are preprocessed (Section V-C2), and the
structure of the BAN is trained by structure learning using
dataset and expert knowledge (Section V-C3). When graphG
is determined through structure learning, parameter learning
is also executed using the collected dataset to calculate the
conditional probability table (CPT) of BAN (Section V-C3).
If the entire learning is finished, it can be used to predict
the actual attack. When the APT attacks are detected through
the detection system, this attack information is passed into
the trained model. And then, the model can predict the next
attacks through an inference algorithm of BN (Section V-C4).
Finally, by suggesting countermeasures to defend against pre-
dicted attacks, BAN helps the defender respond proactively
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FIGURE 1. Attack prediction using BAN. The overall process consists of four steps: (a) collecting data from multiple sources and leveraging domain
knowledge for model improvement, (b) preprocessing for proper input format, (c) training BAN, and (d) inference with the trained network.

to the future attacks. This way, BAN can be utilized as an
effective APT defense framework in the enterprise network.
(Section V-D) The figure summarizing the overall process of
BAN is shown in Fig. 1.

A. WHY BAYESIAN NETWORK
The most recent SOTA machine learning models are def-
initely deep learning models. So naturally, deep learning
models are expected to outperform the othermachine learning
models in APT attack prediction. However, in this paper, the
Bayesian network is used because of several reasons below.

First, collecting sufficient data to train deep learning mod-
els is nearly impossible. As described above, to the best
of our knowledge, we could not find a public dataset that
transforms past APT attack cases into ATT&CK technique
to date. Therefore, data labeling was conducted based on
the attack analysis report, but only 1431 data samples were
finally obtained. In addition, the usable dataset becomes even
smaller when they are preprocessed. The main reason why
there are few available datasets is that APT attacks occur
rarely, and attacked organizations usually do not want to
disclose their detailed incident report to the public. Therefore,
the amount of reports published to the public is tiny. More-
over, many reports analyze the same incident, so duplicates
exist. Although this problem can be solved after collecting
more APT reports later, it was judged that it is challenging
to train the deep learning models with only 1431 data at this
time. When using deep learning, we probably cannot get the
desired performance if the dataset is small [76]. On the other
hand, the Bayesian networks have been building models with
relatively few datasets for a long time [77], [78], [79].
Second, The dataset contains samples of missing data.

Indeed, the methodology of data labeling for the APT reports
was sufficiently verified by experts to increase the trust-
worthiness. However, there is no way to improve the com-
pleteness of the collected report itself. In fact, many reports
omit the intermediate stage of the attack, so labeled data
often omits the intermediate process. Fortunately, methods
for learning BN from these missing data have been studied
and verified for a long time [67]. Therefore, these techniques
can overcome the limitations of data to some degree.

Third, in the case of BN, the knowledge of experts can be
easily reflected in the model. As described earlier, security

experts can identify the relationships between TTP using
detailed descriptions and references. In situations where data
is insufficient, this knowledge can help to improve model
performance. In the case of BN, it is easy to incorporate expert
knowledge because the model consists of the factors that have
to be analyzed as nodes and the relationships between the
factors as edges.

Lastly, in the case of BN, the interpretability is excep-
tionally high compared to deep learning. Since the model
structure is not complicated and each node has its mean-
ing, humans can understand the structure of the BN. This
advantage can be utilized in the model validation process, and
associations or causal relations between random variables can
be identified.

B. EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
Asmentioned earlier, one of the advantages of BN is that prior
knowledge can be applied to the model. If the dataset is insuf-
ficient and the patterns are unclear, this prior knowledge can
have a significant effect [80]. Therefore, to build the BAN,
we identified the relationship between the nodes constituting
the BAN, that is, MITRE ATT&CK techniques.

The relationship between MITRE ATT&CK TTP can
be inferred in various ways. Several previous studies tried
to identify the relationship between TTP based on the
data, but the identifiable relationship was very limited [81].
Thus, in this study, we identified the relationships between
ATT&CK TTP based on the order of the APT attack and the
required privilege for the attack.We identified direct relation-
ships like TTP A affect another TTP B. These relationships
can be utilized later in structure learning.

1) RELATIONSHIPS BASED ON THE ORDER OF ATTACK
The first andmost intuitive relationships are established using
the order of attack. The APT attack process has a partly
explicit order.

For example, in most APT attacks, TA0001 (Initial Access)
techniques come first. Afterward, the attacker completely
penetrates the target system through techniques such as
TA0002 (Execution), TA0003 (Persistence), and TA0004
(Privilege Escalation). From then on, the attackers typi-
cally collect the information they need through TA0009
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(Collection), TA0011 (Command and Control) techniques.
Finally, the ultimate goals of the attack are TA0010 (Exfil-
tration) and TA0040 (Impact), which are attack actions such
as information stealing or denial of service. This general
order is commonly shown in numerous APTmodeling frame-
works [33]. Based on this order, we defined five steps of
the APT attack: Initial Access, Code Execution, System Pen-
etration, Data Collection, and Goal Achievement. Table 2
summarizes the order of attacks based on ATT&CK tactic.

TABLE 2. Attack step of tactics defined in ATT&CK.

As seen in Table 2, if the order between ATT&CK tactics is
unclear, it is regarded as the same attack stage. Note that we
consider all MITRE ATT&CK Tactics, as there are only five
steps, but each step can include multiple tactics. There may
be some exceptional attack cases, but most attacks follow the
order of Table 2. Therefore, we assumed that relationships
that reverse the order of attacks are unlikely.

2) RELATIONSHIPS BASED ON THE REQUIRED PRIVILEGE
One of the key prerequisites that influence the adversary’s
decision on the next attack is the privilege acquired on the
target system. MITRE ATT&CK techniques may require a
specific or higher level of privilege than the adversary already
gained. In the latter case, the adversary should precede some
of the techniques under TA0004 (Privilege Escalation) tactic
to acquire the higher privilege. For instance, T1136 (Create
Account), a technique that creates accounts to maintain the
persistence of attack, requires Administrator privilege to cre-
ate users. To implement that technique, the adversary must
precede a technique under TA0004 (Privilege Escalation)
tactic that can gain Administrator privilege.

MITRE ATT&CK’s official description [36] contains a
list of minimum privileges each attack technique requires.
In MITRE ATT&CK, the required privileges are divided into
five types: User, SYSTEM, Administrator, Remote Desk-
top Users, and root. Among these five types of privileges,
User privilege can be acquired through the techniques under
TA0002 (Execution) tactic. Also, the attackers can gain
Remote Desktop Users by typical techniques but not requires
escalation of privilege. Therefore, only the techniques that
require administrator-level privileges, such as SYSTEM,
Administrator, and root, should be acquired by TA0004 (Priv-
ilege Escalation) techniques before the former technique is
executed. Consequently, In this paper, we consider that the
techniques under TA0004 (Privilege Escalation) tactic should
precede the techniques which require more than the user-level
privilege (i.e., SYSTEM, Administrator, root). On the other

hand, we assumed that relationships from the techniques that
require admin-level privilege to TA0004 (Privilege Escala-
tion) techniques are unlikely.

C. OVERALL PROCESS OF BAN
1) DATA COLLECTION
A prerequisite for constructing a high-performance model is
preparing a high-quality dataset for training. However, unfor-
tunately, to the best of our knowledge, there is still no standard
dataset about past APT attack cases. While there are existing
datasets [82], [83], [84] that simulate APT attacks, they have
several limitations. First, they are based on host and network
logs, so they are dependent on a certain network environment.
Also, these datasets are generated by conducting simulated
attacks on a virtual network, so there are unavoidable differ-
ences between real-world network environments and actual
APT attacks. In addition, they are generated with only two
or three attack scenarios at most, so they cannot represent a
diverse set of APT attack patterns. Therefore, in this study,
we built the best datasets to represent diverse real-world APT
attack cases that have really occurred in the past.

For training BAN, we need the data that summarizes which
ATT&CK techniques were used in a specific APT attack
case. Unfortunately, we cannot collect and analyze the raw
data about previous APT attacks. Instead, we collected the
data already managed by MITRE and generated the data by
analyzing the investigation report of past APT cases.

First, The most straightforward data is reference contents
posted on the MITRE ATT&CK website [36]. The technique
description page of the MITRE ATT&CK website describes
the technique in detail. It also includes examples of actual
APT cases that exploited that technique in the reference
section. There are diverse types of reference documents, but
in most cases, they are incident reports analyzing the APT
attacks. Therefore, the technique ID mapping corresponding
to the specific APT case can be acquired by extracting the
technique list mapped for each reference. Hence, we collected
all the references and the technique ID mapping from the
website to construct theMITRE dataset.
Second, the technique ID was manually labeled by directly

analyzing the APT incident reports. In this paper, we con-
structed the data based on reports managed by CCC (APT
& Cybercriminals Campaign Collection) [85]. The CCC
contents consist of blog posts, reports, and presentations
of APT campaigns. The collection duration of reports is
from 2006 to 2022. For constructing the dataset, a total of
1,143 reports weremanually analyzed by cyberattack experts,
and ATT&CK technique ID was labeled to the collected
reports. In the case of manual labeling, both tactic infor-
mation and technique information were extracted because
experts can determine for what purpose the attack was exe-
cuted. As criteria for manual labeling, we selected two guide-
lines [86], [87] published by Cybersecurity & Infrastructure
Security Agency (CISA) and MITRE, respectively. Labeling
work was performed by security experts familiar with CTI,
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and these experts were thoroughly educated on our guide-
lines. In addition, we periodically verified that the manual
labeling criteria were being fulfilled. In the rest of this paper,
we named this dataset as Expert dataset.
Finally, two more datasets were generated using the nat-

ural language processing model. Reports collected from
the CCC were automatically labeled using rcATT [88],
[89] and TRAM [90]. rcATT and TRAM are tools that
automatically tag ATT&CK TTP using a machine learning
model by receiving report contents as input. rcATT tags
both tactic and technique, whereas TRAM only tags tech-
nique and sub-technique. Unfortunately, both rcATT and
TRAM were originally implemented with the previous ver-
sion of MITRE ATT&CK. Therefore, we partially modi-
fied the source code, and the model was re-trained based
on MITRE v10.0.

TABLE 3. Data format from different labeling methods.

A total of 4 datasets prepared in this paper have slightly
different labels depending on the type. Each dataset’s detailed
format and examples are expressed in Table 3. First, in the
case of the MITRE data set, only the technique information
was labeled because the datawas collected from the technique
and sub-technique page of the MITRE ATT&CK official
website. Tactic information is omitted because there is no
reference on the tactic description page of the official website.
In contrast, in the case of the Expert dataset, which was
labeled manually, it was possible to determine the intention
of the specific attacks by analyzing the detailed descriptions
of the report. Therefore, the label format is composed of (tac-
tic_ID).(technique_ID) format. Finally, in the case of rcATT
and TRAM datasets, the labeling format is determined by the
original labeling model. In the case of the rcATT dataset,
labels exist in the form of (tactic_ID) and (technique_ID)
separately. Since rcATT cannot extract sub-technique infor-
mation, the rcATT dataset has no sub-technique label. In the
case of the TRAM dataset, labeling is performed in the format
of (Techinque_ID) except for tactic information. Also, unlike
rcATT, TRAM can label the sub-technique accurately.

The data sources of our datasets all contain the latest APT
attack cases. In the case of theMITRE dataset, its data source,
all references in MITRE ATT&CK website [36], consists
of data through 2022. In addition, the CCC repository [85]
contains APT attack reports from 2006 to 2022. Therefore,
the Expert, TRAM, and rcATT datasets generated from these
reports contain APT attack data from 2006 to 2022.

Note that all of the four data were derived from APT attack
reports that have occurred in the past. Hence, they are highly
indicative of real-world scenarios. In addition, due to the

frequency of real-world APT attacks, there are limitations to
collecting a lot of data. However, we have collected all the
APT reports we could find through extensive research, so we
believe our dataset is sufficiently generalizable to real-world
APT attacks. This is supported by the fact that the Expert
dataset covers all MITRE ATT&CK tactics and achieves a
technique coverage of 90.96%.

2) DATA PREPROCESSING
As mentioned earlier, since the dataset was created by refer-
ring to the website and the analysis reports, there were cases
where the data sample was abnormal if the original report
was incomplete. Therefore, in order to improve model per-
formance, useless information was preprocessed from the
dataset.

First, data with less than five labeled TTP were excluded
from the dataset. Because the collected reports were prepared
by different organizations, some organizations described the
attack process too simplistically. The data from these reports
were excluded from the learning process because it was
judged that only a partial process of the APT attack was
described.

Next, we deleted all TTP that cannot be detected or pre-
dicted in real-world usage from the dataset. Some TTP during
the attack procedure described in the report are practically
impossible to predict or detect. For example, in the case of
the TA0042 (ResourceDevelopment) tactic and its techniques,
it is genuinely impossible to detect and predict an attack
because attackers develop the attack resources before the
attack in their own environment. In addition, in the case of
TA0043 (Reconnaissance) and its techniques, it is virtually
impossible to predict because it proceeds in the significantly
early stage of the attack. These TTP were also classified as
PRE attack category in MITRE and specified as the pre-stage
of the attack. Therefore, all of these PRE attack TTP were
deleted from the dataset.

Finally, the dataset can be converted into various ver-
sions through preprocessing. BAN nodes can be configured
in diverse ways. For example, most simply, a node can be
composed of only techniques information while ignoring
information on tactics and sub-techniques. Another method
is that tactic and technique information is composed of inde-
pendent nodes. Furthermore, two pieces of information can
be linked to form a single node like tactic_ID.technique_ID.
Therefore, since there are different versions of node configu-
ration, format conversion between data labels is necessary.
Converting the format of labels is simple. Naturally, it is
impossible to transform in the direction of increasing the
amount of information. For example, it is impossible to infer
tactic information with only a technique label. However, vice
versa, converting the data of format tactic_ID.technique_ID
into format tactic_ID and technique_ID can be performed
by simply splitting the label into two. Also, if we want to
omit specific information like a sub-technique, the label is
replaced with the technique ID to which the sub-technique
belongs.
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3) LEARNING
In order to learn BAN, the first step is to select the graph’s
structure. In this paper, the score-based learning method is
used among the structure learning methods mentioned in
Sec IV-B1. We have also tried other learning methods. How-
ever, since the number of datasets is not enough compared
to the number of random variables constituting the nodes of
BAN, constraint-based learning and hybrid learning cannot
infer the connections between nodes sufficiently.

As search algorithms used in score-based learning, hill
climbing [59] and Tabu search [60] were employed. In addi-
tion, nonparametric bootstrapping [91] technique was used
to increase the model’s reliability during the training process.
Multiple models are trained in parallel with the resampled
data through the bootstrapping technique, and the results are
combined into one model using the model averaging [92]
technique. Also, to escape from the local optimum, structure
learning can be started with not only an empty graph but also
a random graph, which is generated by Ide’s and Cozman’s
DAG generation algorithm [93]. Moreover, to restrict the
model’s complexity, the maximum number of parent nodes
was fixed to 10.

To build an efficient score-based learning algorithm,
we tested various existing score functions. Especially, the
most widely used score function, BIC [53] and BDe [55]
were mainly tested. In addition, we designed the new score
functions to focus on the attack prediction problem effec-
tively. The new score functions were proposed based on
the intuition that it is adequate to defend the attacks with a
high impact from the defender’s point of view. For example,
in the initial stage of the attack, TA0001 (Initial Access), the
impact of the attack is low because damaging actions such
as data collection or data leakage have not been completed
yet. On the other hand, TA0040 (Impact) techniques, usually
the last stage of the APT, are the attack actions to obtain the
attacker’s final target, so the attack’s impact is considerable.
Therefore, it is more effective for the defender to predict and
defend the attack techniques belonging to TA0040 (Impact)
rather than the attack techniques of TA0001 (Initial Access).
We then designed a score function that gives a high score to
the model that predicts high-impact attacks after qualitatively
assigning the impact of each tactic.

TABLE 4. Impact score of tactics.

The impact score of each tactic was defined based on
the order and importance of the attack. As we defined the
order of attack in Table 2, we assigned a high impact score
to the attack tactics which occur later. Even though both
the initial and latter steps of APT attacks are critical, the
attacker’s ultimate goal generally tends to be outlined in the
latter steps, e.g., TA0010 (Exfiltration) and TA0040 (Impact).
Therefore, it is important to prioritize and predict these phases
to successfully prevent the attacker from achieving their
objective. Furthermore, we subdivided the impact score based
on the importance of the attack. For example, In the third
step (System Penetration), we gave a higher score to TA0011
(Command and Control) because it has been observed to be
more prevalent and destructive in real-world cases compared
to other tactics in the third step [1]. Moreover, TA0009 (Col-
lection) and TA0011 (Command and Control) were scored
slightly higher than the other tactics because they are directly
related to the ultimate goal of the attackers like TA0010
(Exfiltration) and TA0040 (Impact). For example, TA0009
(Collection) is a process that must be performed immediately
prior to TA0010 (Exfiltration) and TA0011 (Command and
Control) is also essential for many attacks beyond TA0010
(Exfiltration) and TA0040 (Impact). At last, TA0010 (Exfil-
tration) and TA0040 (Impact) belong to the same step (Goal
Achievement), but the importance of these tactics is different.
Since TA0040 (Impact) includes the attack techniques that are
related to the availability of the system, which is critical to the
entire organization, we assigned the highest score to TA0040
(Impact). The detailed impact score of each tactic is shown in
Table 4.
We propose impact-based weighted score functions by

modifying the existing score function. In the summation
formula of the original score function, different weights are
multiplied according to the impact of the node. The exact
formulas for our new score function are Eq. (11) and Eq. (12).

Swbic(G |D) =
n∑
i=1

αβ

qi∑
j=1

ri∑
k=1

Nijk log
(
Nijk
Nij

)

− log
(
N
2

)
||G|| , (11)

Swbde(G |D) = log(P(G))+
n∑
i=1

αβ

 qi∑
j=1

[
A+

ri∑
k=1

B

],

(12)

where:

α = Hyperparameter, the default value is 1.2
β = Impact score of node Xi, as shown in Table 4,

and the rest of the parameters are same as described in Eq. (6)
and Eq. (7).
Eq. (11) and Eq. (12) are the results of converting the BIC

score and BDE score into an impact-based weighted score
function, respectively.

The expert knowledge built in Section V-B is utilized
as prior knowledge in the structure learning process. The
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simplest way to utilize expert knowledge in structure learning
is to establish a blacklist or whitelist of edges. Edges specified
as blacklists are never searched for during structure learning.
On the other hand, in the case of an edge specified as a
whitelist, the corresponding edge is necessarily included in
the result of structure learning. In this study, The relationships
identified in Section V-B are all directional relationships.
Therefore, we reduced the search space of structure learning
by setting all edges that reverse the extracted relationships as
a blacklist. We only utilized the blacklist because the edge
whitelist approach would significantly restrict the structure
of the model and interfere with our data-driven learning [94].

Algorithm 1 Structure Learning of BAN
1: function Structure-Learning
2: Input D: dataset
3: Input S(.): score function
4: Input EB: edge blacklist
5: Input rg: using random graph or not
6: Output G: structure of BAN
7:

8: if rg then
9: G← ic-dag(X ) ▷ initial random graph [93]

10: else
11: G← (X ,∅) ▷ initial empty graph
12: sG← S(G) ▷ score value of initial network
13: smax ← sG
14: while smax has increased do
15: for all possible arc addition, deletion, reversal do
16: G∗← modified network from G
17: if G∗ has cycles then
18: continue
19: if G∗ has any edge in EB then
20: continue
21: sG∗ ← S(G∗)
22: if sG∗ > sG then G← G∗, sG← sG∗
23: if sG > smax then smax ← sG
24: return G

The algorithm explaining the entire structure learning pro-
cess is the same as Algorithm 1.We selected the hill climbing
algorithm as the search algorithm in Algorithm 1. However,
even if Tabu search is selected as the search algorithm, there
is no significant difference from the above algorithm.

After learning the structure G of the model through struc-
ture learning, the CPT of BAN has to be learned through
parameter learning. As we saw in Section IV-B2, parameter
learning is straightforward when G is known. We only need
to decide whether to use the Likelihood-based method or
the Bayesian method. In this study, parameters were learned
using the MAP technique with a uniform prior. Because of
the problem condition, each node of the BAN, indicating the
presence or absence of an ATT&CK technique, is a binary
random variable that can have a TRUE or FALSE value.
Therefore, a uniform Dirichlet distribution is given as the

CPT prior distribution of each node. After that, the poste-
rior distribution is calculated based on the given data, and
the parameters that maximize the posterior distribution are
selected as CPT.

4) INFERENCE
BAN usually has a complex Bayesian network structure. The-
oretically, themaximumnumber of possible nodes is the same
as the number of MITRE ATT&CK techniques (excluding
the PRE technique). Of course, since not all TTP appear
in the dataset, the number of nodes may be less, but there
were approximately 120 or more, depending on the train-
ing dataset. Therefore, exact inference, which requires much
computational cost, is practically impossible. For this reason,
the algorithms we can choose are limited to approximate
inference methods. Thus, a simple sampling-based likelihood
weighting technique was selected for the inference algorithm
of BAN.

Likelihood weighting [95] uses evidence to infer the poste-
rior distribution of the remaining nodes. In this case, evidence
refers to information that we already know, that is, the
attack techniques that have been detected so far. Also, the
likelihood weighting method uses a sampling technique for
inference. First, the remaining nodes, except the evidence
nodes, are sampled according to the topological order among
all BAN nodes. After sampling is completed for all nodes,
we can calculate the likelihood weight using the evidence
node. Finally, by repeating these sampling and calculating
likelihood weights, the posterior distribution of the remain-
ing nodes can be inferred by calculating the average of the
likelihood weights. This way, we can efficiently calculate
the probability of TRUE of all BAN nodes, and versatile
predictions are possible using the results.

In order to effectively utilize the attack prediction results,
it is necessary to identify defenses to defend against the
attacks. Since MITRE has already compiled defense tech-
niques that can defend against ATT&CK technique, we can
determine the defense techniques against the predicted
attacks by extracting the defenses mapped to the attacks.

D. OBJECTIVES OF BAYESIAN ATT&CK NETWORK
There are several ways to utilize the inference result of
BAN. Typically, the next attacks can be predicted, and the
attacker’s ultimate goal is also predictable. In addition, based
on the attack prediction result, it is possible to suggest a
suitable defense method for the defender. These predictions
obtained from the Bayesian ATT&CK Network should be
integrated with other security frameworks, such as attack
detection systems and automatic response systems. This can
not only allow for a more proactive defense but also reduce
the risk of incorrect predictions. A schematic illustration of
each objective of BAN is shown in Fig. 2.
The upper part of Fig. 2 describes in chronological order

of attack. Attacks that have already occurred are described
in the upper left of the figure. This information can be
used for attack prediction in the form of evidence. Our
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FIGURE 2. Four objectives of BAN: 1) predicting next attacks, 2) predicting next defenses, 3) predicting goal attack,
and 4) predicting goal defense. Each objective aims to find countermeasures corresponding to the predicted
adversarial behaviors. .

crucial objective is predicting future attacks that have not yet
occurred. These future attacks are represented in the upper
right of the figure. Moreover, out of these future attacks, there
is an attack corresponding to the attacker’s ultimate goal. The
attacker’s ultimate goal is defined as techniques belonging
to TA0010 (Exfiltration) tactic and TA0040 (Impact) tactic
because of the definition of ATT&CK framework. For exam-
ple, in the figure, itT1041 (Exfiltration Over C2 Channel)
corresponds to the ultimate goal technique.

As explained in Section III, each attack has defenses that
can defend it. These defenses are represented at the bot-
tom of the figure. Also, the mappings between attack and
defense techniques are depicted by arrows. Furthermore,
among the defenses, some defenses can defend against the
ultimate attack technique, like Defense E in the figure. Thus,
we named these defense techniques as the final defense goal.

1) OBJECTIVE 1: PREDICTING NEXT ATTACK TECHNIQUES
In order to effectively defend against APT attacks, a preemp-
tive defense is essential. The most representative application
objective of BAN is predicting the next attack techniques in
the form of the MITRE ATT&CK technique. In the example
of Fig. 2, the future attack techniques on the upper right,
highlighted in orange, should be predicted using the already
detected attack techniques on the upper left.

Predicting the next attacks is uncomplicated in BAN.Using
the attacks that have occurred so far as the evidence, the prob-
abilities of TRUE of the remaining nodes can be calculated
using the inference method. After then, K nodes with the
highest probability are proposed as an attack prediction result.
K is a hyperparameter that is set to 5 as a default value.

2) OBJECTIVE 2: PREDICT NEXT DEFENSE TECHNIQUES
Attack prediction results alone are not helpful to the defender.
In the end, the useful information for the defender is the
detailed defense techniques that need to be executed instantly.
In the example of the figure, information about Defense
C, highlighted in green, that can defend against T1083 is
required from the defender’s point of view.

When an attack prediction result is derived, it is easy to
find defense methods to block it. We can identify the MITRE
ATT&CK Mitigation associated with each predicted attack
technique and provides it to the defender. Through this, the
defender can implement a concrete and realistic defense.

3) OBJECTIVE 3: PREDICTING GOAL ATTACK TECHNIQUE
Predicting the next attack is essential, but predicting the
attacker’s ultimate goal is even more essential. The defender
can prepare more effective defenses if the attacker’s ultimate
goal is known. In MITRE ATT&CK, the attacker’s goals
are described in the TA0010 (Exfiltration) tactic and TA0040
(Impact) tactic. Therefore, we assumed the techniques belong
to TA0010 (Exfiltration) and TA0040 (Impact) as goal attack
techniques highlighted in yellow.

Predicting the goal attacks is similar to the next attack
prediction. After receiving the evidence, BAN calculates the
probabilities for the other nodes and selects only the nodes
belonging to the goal technique. The K nodes with the highest
probability of TRUE are determined as the final goal. K is a
hyperparameter that can be assigned but is set to 3 by default.

4) OBJECTIVE 4: PREDICTING GOAL DEFENSE TECHNIQUE
The success of defending against an APT attack depends on
blocking the attacker’s ultimate goal. No matter how suc-
cessful multiple attacks are in the middle of an attack, if the
attacker’s final goal is not achieved, it can be regarded as
a success for the defender. Therefore, to effectively utilize
BAN, it is necessary to propose a defense technique that can
block the attacker’s goal. For instance, in Fig. 2, we have to
suggest Defense E, highlighted in blue, to the defender.

Because BAN can also predict the attacker’s ultimate goal,
it can also suggest the defense method to thwart the goal.
Again, it is enough to extract the defenses corresponding to
the detected goal techniques.

VI. EXPERIMENTS
The collected datasets of Section V-C1 were used to con-
duct the experiments. In addition, to identify the factors
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involving the model’s performance and find the optimal
model, we specified a total of 6 research questions. We prove
the effectiveness of our methods through these research ques-
tions.

Unfortunately, we have encountered obstacles in perform-
ing comparisons with previous studies due to significant
differences in the level of attack prediction and dataset types
used. Our model predicts up to the MITRE ATT&CK tech-
nique level, more than 120 classes, a far broader range than
prior models. Further, while previous studies have utilized log
datasets, we utilized APT report-based datasets, so the format
of the data is significantly different. These variations prohib-
ited direct comparisons with prior studies. Instead, we eval-
uated our model’s performance under different scenarios and
parameter settings to determine optimal configurations.

A. IMPLEMENTATION DETAILS
We implemented Bayesian ATT&CKNetwork in R language
and Python. To implement the basic features of Bayesian
network, we used R packages such as bnlearn [96] and
BiDAG [97]. Other tasks, such as data collection, data
preprocessing, result analysis, and model visualization, are
implemented in Python 3.8. We selected appropriate Python
packages like sci-kit-learn, pandas, and matplotlib.

In addition, all functions are designed to enable distributed
processing to improve the speed of learning and inference.
Hence, BAN can use multiple CPU cores in parallel.

B. EXPERIMENT SETTINGS
All implementations and experiments were conducted in
Windows 10 64-bit environment with Intel Core i9-10980XE
(3.00GHz, 36CPU) and 128GB RAM. For the stability of the
experiment, we only used 30 cores.

We tested all the objectives of BAN, which are described
in Section V-D, during the experiments. Since all problem
settings of objectives are multi-label classification problems,
the performance metrics of the model are slightly different
from a single-label problem [98].

Therefore, we calculated the f1-score of each instance in
the dataset and then calculated their average.

F1 =
1
n

n∑
i=1

2 ∗ Precision ∗ Recall
Precision+ Recall

=
1
n

n∑
i=1

2
∣∣∣Yi ∩ Ŷi∣∣∣
|Yi| + |Ŷi|

,

where:

n = Number of samples in dataset
Yi = True labels of the i-th sample
Ŷi = Prediction labels of the i-th sample.

We used this instance-averaged (sample-based) f1-score as
the default performance metric of BAN, as described above.
In this study, only the f1-score was used as it provides a
comprehensive measure of important metrics like precision
and recall.

The assumptions for the evaluation of the four objectives
are summarized as follows.

• Predicting Next Attacks: The last K attacks are pre-
dicted while the attack is in progress, excluding the M
last attacks. At this time, K was fixed at 5, and M was
different for each research question. However, if there is
no mention, M was given as 5.

• Predicting Next Defenses: The prediction is carried out
in the same scenario as the next attack prediction. How-
ever, in this case, all defenses that can defend against the
predicted attacks are suggested, not just K techniques.
Additionally, duplicate defense techniques have been
removed.

• Predicting Goal Attacks: The goal attack techniques
were predicted when all attacks had been finished except
for the last M attacks. In this case, the number of goal
attack techniques differs depending on the samples of
the dataset. Therefore, there are some samples without
any goal attack techniques. In practice, it makes no
sense that there is no final goal of the APT. Thus, these
samples were considered incomplete, so we excluded
these samples from the evaluation process.

• Predicting Goal Defenses: The goal defense predic-
tions were also evaluated in the same situation as the
goal attack prediction. Furthermore, like PredictingNext
Defense, BAN identified all defense techniques without
duplicates.

In all experiments of this paper, it was assumed that
the attack detection system detects all attacks. Therefore,
all of the ATT&CK techniques that have been performed
were detected and passed to the BAN as evidence. Perfor-
mance evaluation in the environment where attack detection
is imperfect was performed only in RQ6.

C. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS
As mentioned earlier, six research questions were designed
and experimented to test the performance of BAN in various
ways.

All the different models trained in our experiments took
3-4 hours to train. Although it may appear to be a lengthy
time, in practical scenarios of BAN, the training time is not a
significant concern since the models are trained beforehand
and then utilized. Furthermore, it only took approximately
20 seconds to predict a cyberattack on the trained BAN.
Hence, there is no notable delay in the attack prediction when
applied in real-world scenarios.

1) RQ1. HOW PERFORMANCE VARIES DEPENDING ON THE
TYPE AND FORMAT OF THE DATASET?
Firstly, to determine which dataset is the best, we conducted
the same experiment multiple times while changing the train-
ing and validating dataset. As for the dataset used in this
experiment, 4 dataset types (Expert, rcATT, TRAM, MITRE)
were prepared in 6 versions.

As shown in Fig. 3, theMITRE dataset showed the best per-
formance. TheMITRE dataset showed an f1-score of 0.614 in
predicting the next attack. The other datasets, generated based
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FIGURE 3. Performance comparison across various dataset types and formats.

on the APT report, performed worse than theMITRE dataset.
The rcATT and TRAM, which are automatically labeled using
the trained machine learning model, showed f1-scores of
0.367 and 0.542, respectively. In addition, the Expert dataset,
which experts manually labeled by analyzing the reports,
was transformed into various versions. First, the original data
format, the ‘‘tactic.tech.sub’’ format, showed an f1-score of
0.200, showing disappointing performance. However, when
the node structure was changed by converting the data format,
it showed better performance. In the case of BAN trans-
formed into the tactic, technique, and sub-technique node,
the performance was 0.331. When tactic information was
deleted, the performance was 0.279. The objective of pre-
dicting the next defense was also not significantly different
from the attack prediction result. Overall, the performance
of the next defense prediction was slightly improved better
than the performance of the next attack prediction. How-
ever, the order of performance among the datasets did not
change.

The dataset that showed the best performance in the goal
attack prediction was also the MITRE dataset. In the goal
attack prediction and goal defense prediction objectives,
the MITRE dataset showed f1-scores of 0.562 and 0.648,
respectively. The next best-performing dataset was the Expert
dataset. In the case of the Expert dataset, we were able
to obtain an f1-score of about 0.3 for the three converted
versions. However, in the case of the goal attack prediction
objective, some datasets showed poor performance. First of
all, in the TRAM dataset, TA0010 (Exfiltration) and TA0040
(Impact) techniques are not labeled due to the fundamen-
tal design of the TRAM model. Therefore, the goal attack
technique did not appear in the dataset at all, and thus the
goal attack technique cannot be predicted. In the case of
rcATT, the performance was unsatisfactory because TA0010
(Exfiltration) and TA0040 (Impact) techniques did not appear
much in the corresponding dataset, due to the design of rcATT
model.

In summary, the MITRE dataset showed the best perfor-
mance in the four objectives. Note that the experiments of the
rest research questions were conducted based on the MITRE
dataset.
In 4 datasets transformed into 6 versions, the MITRE
dataset showed the best performance in the overall objec-
tives at most ×3 more.

2) RQ2. DOES THE PERFORMANCE DEPEND ON THE
STRUCTURE LEARNING ALGORITHM?
Next, we experimented to see how the performance changes
according to the type of search algorithm. The testing search
algorithms were hill climbing without random graphs, hill
climbing with random graphs, Tabu search without random
graphs, and Tabu search with random graphs. In the rest of the
paper, the above four algorithms are abbreviated as hc, hc_rr,
tabu, and tabu_rr, respectively. If the random graph option
is enabled, graph search starts with the generated random
graph, otherwise, graph search starts with the empty graph.
The experimental results of RQ2 are shown in Fig. 4.

As a result of the experiment, the Tabu search algorithm
generally performed the best. In the case of Tabu search,
predicting the next attack, the next defense, and the goal
defense showed the best performance. Also, in predicting the
goal attack objective, the hill climbing algorithm showed the
best performance. Unexpectedly, there was no significant per-
formance improvement when learning from random graphs
rather than empty graphs.

Although the Tabu search algorithm showed the best per-
formance, the performance difference from the rest of the
algorithms was not significant. The difference between the
best and worst performing algorithms in the four objectives
did not exceed 0.04. The reason seems to be that there is
no significant difference between the four search algorithms
since these algorithms are straightforward greedy search
algorithms.
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FIGURE 4. Performance comparison of different structured learning
algorithms.

FIGURE 5. Performance comparison across different types of score
functions.

The graph search algorithm did not bring any significant
difference (< 0.04) in the performance.

3) RQ3. DOES THE PERFORMANCE CHANGE DEPENDING
ON THE TYPE OF SCORE FUNCTION?
Next, we experimented to see how the BAN performance
differs according to the score function, which is the core
of score-based structure learning. We compared four score
functions: Bayesian Information Criterion (bic), Bayesian
Dirichlet equavalent score (bde), impact-based weighted BIC
(wbic), and impact-based weighted BDe (wbde). The results
are shown in Fig. 5.
Looking at the result, it was verified that the impact-based

weight score functions, which are proposed in this paper, sig-
nificantly improved the performance of the BAN. Both wbde
and wbic showed better f1-score than the existing bde and
bic. Also, in particular, wbde showed the best performance in
4 prediction objectives. In the next attack prediction objec-
tive, the f1-score difference between the best-performing
wbde and the worst-performing bic was about 0.122. This

FIGURE 6. Performance comparison of BAN with and without expert
knowledge.

difference was slightly reduced in other objectives, but the
score functions proposed in this paper generally showedmore
promising performance.

The reason why the performance of the impact-based
weight score function is good is apparent. As can be seen in
Eq. (11) and Eq. (12), the BAN has been learned in a way
that predicts techniques with high attack impact well due to
the design of the score function. Therefore, in the Bayesian
network, the relationships between unimportant nodes are
weakened, and the relationships between nodes close to the
attacker’s final goal are strengthened. This way, it is possible
to obtain more effective prediction results for blocking an
attacker’s ultimate goal, which is the ultimate goal of the
APT defense system. In conclusion, the experimental results
of RQ3 indicate that the BAN is more effective in defending
against APT attacks.

The impact-based weight score functions proposed in this
paper performed better than the existing score functions.
Among them,wbde performed the best, at most 25%more.

4) RQ4. DOES APPLYING EXPERT KNOWLEDGE TO BAN
IMPROVE PERFORMANCE?
Also, we experimented to figure out whether the expert
knowledge, described in Section V-B, improves the perfor-
mance of the BANor not.We transformed the prepared expert
knowledge into a blacklist and compared the performance of
the BAN with blacklist and without a blacklist. The result is
described in Fig. 6.
Consequently, the performance with expert knowledge was

usually better, but there was no significant difference. For
each objective, The difference in the f1-score of BAN with
expert knowledge and without expert knowledge was less
than 1.4%. One of the reasons may be that the relationships
we identified do not appear in the dataset. As more mas-
sive datasets are collected and the diversity of the datasets
increases, we expect that there will be a significant increase
in the model’s performance with our expert knowledge.

91964 VOLUME 11, 2023



Y. Kim et al.: BAN: Predicting APT Attack Based on Bayesian Network With MITRE ATT&CK Framework

FIGURE 7. Performance comparison at different stages of an attack.

Even if expert knowledge was utilized in the structure
learning, there was no significant performance improve-
ment (< 1.4%).

5) RQ5. HOW IS THE PREDICTION PERFORMANCE
DIFFERENT DEPENDING ON THE ATTACK PROGRESS?
We tested how the prediction accuracy changes according to
the progress of the attack. The experiment was conducted
by predicting the last K attacks when all previous attacks
were already detected except the last M attacks. At this time,
we sequentially increased the M from 5 to 10 to check out
the performance in the early and late stages of the attack. For
this experiment, we fixed K to 5. We selected the model that
showed the best performance in the previous experiment. The
results of RQ5 are shown in Fig. 7.

As a consequence, the performance slightly decreased
when the prediction was carried out at the earlier stage of
the attack. In the case of M equals 5, the f1-score of the
next attack prediction was 0.607, whereas when M equals
10, the f1-score dropped to 0.390. Although the performance
of the remaining three objectives decreased also, the degree
of performance decline was moderate in predicting the goal
attack technique and defense technique. The f1-score of the
goal attack prediction gradually decreased from 0.557 when
M equals 5 to 0.542 when M equals 10.

Through the results of this experiment, it was found that
BAN showed satisfactory performance even in the early and
middle stages of the APT attack. Of course, the performance
degradation occurred due to the lack of attack information,
but it was insignificant. In particular, the performance degra-
dation was minimal when predicting the final attack goal,
which is the essential objective of the BAN. In conclusion,
BAN can effectively predict attacks and propose defense
techniques even in the early stages of an attack.

If the BANwas operated at the early stage of the attack, the
prediction performance was decreased (0.607 → 0.390)
However, the performance decrease was slight in the case
of the goal attack prediction (0.557→ 0.542).

FIGURE 8. Performance comparison across different missing rates.

6) RQ6. EVEN IF THE PAST ATTACK DETECTION HAS FAILED,
CAN OUR MODEL PREDICT THE FUTURE ATTACKS AND
DEFENSES ACCURATELY?
Finally, under the assumption that the attack detection sys-
tem is imperfect, we checked how the performance of the
BAN changes depending on detection precision. In the pre-
vious experiments, we assumed that 100% of the attack was
detected and passed to the BAN. However, there would be
attacks that are not detected in the actual detection system.
Therefore, to test whether the performance of the BAN is sta-
ble even with the inaccurate detection system, we increased
the probability of detection failure (missing rate) from 0% to
60% and checked the results. The detection failure probability
is the probability that the attack detection will fail. That is,
if the detection failure probability equals 10%, only 90% of
occurred attacks are detected. Also, the experimented model
was the model that showed the best performance in previous
research questions. The performance of BAN in an incom-
plete detection environment is shown in Fig. 8.
Looking at the experimental results, the performance of the

BAN declined as the detection failure probability increased.
For example, when the attacks were entirely detected, the f1-
score of the next attack prediction was 0.628. However, when
60% of attacks were not detected, the f1-score dropped to
0.272. Furthermore, the degree of decline was not significant
when predicting the goal attack techniques. In the case of the
goal attack prediction objective, the f1-score decreased from
0.564 to 0.439.

This experiment showed that BAN performs well even in
an incomplete detection environment. Of course, the predic-
tion performance was insufficient when more than half of the
attacks were not detected. However, this is because of the lack
of attack information rather than a design problem of BAN.
Also, these unreasonable assumptions are unlikely to occur,
considering that the accuracy of the detection system, used in
the real-world, is mostly over 90%. Under the assumption of
a detection accuracy greater than 90%, the performances of
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the BAN were above 0.5, with the exception of the prediction
of the next defense. Therefore, even if the detection system
cannot detect some attacks, BAN can achieve its original
objectives.

If the attack detection system is imperfect, the performance
of the BAN was degraded by at least 16%. However,
it showed acceptable performance (> 0.511) on a realistic
attack detection system (missing rate ≤ 10%).

VII. CONCLUSION
Although an APT attack has emerged as the first topic of
cyber defense, predicting and defending the APT attack has
not been studied much. Since the current defense systems
can only defend a part of the APT attack, a novel system is
required to prevent the attacker’s ultimate goal.

In this paper, we proposed the Bayesian ATT&CK Net-
work, a cyberattack prediction model using Bayesian net-
works. BAN precisely models the attacker’s behavior based
onMITRE ATT&CK and uses it for attack prediction. Unlike
existing studies, it does not depend on raw alerts, so it can be
utilized independently for network structures and detection
systems. In addition, the model’s reliability is improved by
learning the model based on the data obtained from the exist-
ing APT attack cases. Furthermore, the model’s usefulness
is maximized by providing not only prediction results but
also defense techniques corresponding to the predicted attack.
In the performance experiments, BAN showed an f1-score
of 0.628 and 0.606, at the next attack prediction and the
next defense prediction, respectively. Moreover, in terms of
predicting the goal attack and defense, BAN showed an f1-
score of 0.565 and 0.634, respectively.

For future research, we will continue to collect additional
real-world APT data to improve the performance of our
model. Also, modeling and utilizing the additional attack arti-
facts, such as files, directories, user accounts, or other system
activities, can improve the performance. In addition, we plan
to create a virtual network that mimics a real-world network
for additional experiments in real-world scenarios. Finally,
we will study an automated attack response system based
on attack prediction results rather than simply suggesting
countermeasures.
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