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ABSTRACT Wireless power transmission technology based on coil coupling has been widely applied in
various fields. However, the performance of the system is affected by the malposition of the transmission
coil-couple, which is inevitable in the wireless power transmission system (WPTS). In this study, a multi-
transmitter coil array is proposed to build a more uniform magnetic flux density for the WPTS, intending to
enhance the performance of the WPTS in the case of coil-couple malposition. The model of the transmission
system is built and different coil arrangement methods are analyzed. Then, the magnetic field distributions
of the proposed WPTS with different coil arrays are compared using numerical simulations. Experiments
are conducted to investigate the performances of the designed WPTS. The results show that WPTS with
a seven-coil array can provide a more uniform magnetic field for the WPTS, whose relative deviation of
output power is less than 28.55%. This study provides some clues for improving the performance of the
WPTS through different arrangements of the transmitter coils.

INDEX TERMS Wireless power transmission, magnetic field distribution, multi-transmitter coils array.

I. INTRODUCTION
Powering devices wirelessly has attracted increased attention
for its high security and convenience, aiming to eliminate
the wires and batteries limitations [1], [2]. WPTS has been
applied in many fields, such as industrial robots [3], [4], [5],
[6], [7], [8]. engineering applications, measurement science
and technology [9], [10], [11], unmanned aerial vehicles
[12], electric vehicles [13], [14], [15], medical devices [16],
[17], etc. In the application of the automated guided vehi-
cle, the position of the transmitter coil and receiver coil is
commonly changed for the moving vehicle, affecting the
performance of the WPTS. In the WPTS, electric power is
transmitted based on the magnetic field produced by the
transmitter coil. The uniformity of the magnetic flux density
changes with the malposition of the coil-couple, leading to
the variation of the received power [18], [19], [20]. How to
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enhance the performance against malposition is one of the
most-researched subjects on the WPTS [21], as the malposi-
tion between the transmitter coil and receiver coil is inevitable
in most WPTS [22].

Large-size transmitter coil is commonly designed to keep
the receiver coil being strongly induced the malposition of
the transmission coil-coupler in the WPTS [23], [24]. How-
ever, the magnetic flux density distribution is non-uniform,
especially between the edge and center of the transmis-
sion area, leading to fluctuations in the received voltage
at different positions. Feedback controls by adjusting the
input power are employed in some WPTS to ensure stable
received power, which is based on detecting the malposition
of the transmission coil-coupler [25], [26], [27], [28], [29],
[30]. However, sensors and controller are demanded [31],
which undoubtedly increase the complexity of the system
and tend to degrade the system efficiency. In addition, the
magnetic field intensity in the transmission area can be sta-
bilized by setting the arrangement of multiple transmitter
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coils reasonably. In reference [32], an induction chain based
on overlapping array was proposed to make 50% overlap
between the transmitter coils to eliminate the weak point
in the electromagnetic field during the movement of the
receiving coil, and to ensure the uniformity of the magnetic
field with high efficiency. Reference [33] proposed a self-
tuning WPTS with multiple transmitter coils through the
array of repeaters to provide the best power transmission for
the mobile receiver. However, there are still limitations that
the distance between the repeater array and the receiver must
always be larger than the distance between the transmitter and
the repeater, and the cross-coupling between the transmitter
coils is ignored. Similarly, a novel double-layer honeycomb-
like repeater coil array is proposed in reference [34], which
can significantly improve the transmission efficiency com-
pared with the single-layer honeycomb-like structure when
the receiver position changes.

This paper presents a novel multi-transmitter coils array
for WPTS, which requires no additional components to pro-
vide a more uniform magnetic field for the receiver coil,
aiming to enhance the performance of the WPTS against
the malposition of the transmission coil-couple. Comparing
with the single transmitter coil, multi-coils are considered
to provide more uniform magnetic field for its smaller edge
effects. With the specific area for the transmitter coil, dif-
ferent position arrangements of the transmitter coils (with
different numbers and diameters of transmitter coils), as well
as the different electrical connections among the transmit-
ter coils, are designed in this study. Numerical calculations
of the proposed WPTS are carried out by COMSOL soft-
ware, to obtain the magnetic field distributions. Accordingly,
the magnetic flux density distributions are calculated and
compared to determine the optimal coil arrangement. Exper-
iments are conducted to investigate the performance of the
proposed multi-transmitter coils by adjusting the position of
the receiver coil. The results show that the transmitter coil
array with seven coils has well comprehensive performance,
whose relative deviation of output power is less than 28.55%.
The remainder of this paper offers the following:

An analytical model of the WPTS is constructed to illus-
trate the energy transmission mechanism between the trans-
mitter coils and receiver coil. In addition, different types of
transmitter coil arrays are designed.

Numerical calculations and experiments are performed to
analyze the performance of the proposed transmitter coil
arrays. With the specific area of the transmitter coil, seven
types of transmitter coils are tested. Then the magnetic
field distributions and power transmission performances are
provided.

II. OVERALL SYSTEM AND DESIGN TOPOLOGY
DESCRIPTION
Figure 1 shows the topology of the proposed WPTS. It
includes power supply, full-bridge inverter, transmitter res-
onance compensation, coil-couple, receiving resonance com-
pensation, rectifier circuit, and load.

The transmitter side loop is composed of power supply,
multiple transmitter (Tx) coils, full-bridge inverter, and com-
pensation capacitance (CT ) of the Tx coils: the Tx coils
are modeled by self-inductance (LT ), the full bridge inverter
consists of MOSFETs (VT1 − VT4 ). The receiving side loop
includes a receiving (Rx) coil, rectifier circuit, compensation
capacitance (CR) and load (RL): the Rx coil is modeled by
self-inductance (LR), the rectifier circuit consists of diodes
(D1 − D4). The full-bridge inverter eventually transforms
the input direct current (DC) into the alternating current
(AC) of the required frequency of the system by providing
complimentary driving signals to the four MOSFETs, so that
the transmitter side loop and the receiving side loop work
in a resonant state, and then the receiving side loop receives
the AC and converts it into the DC for the load through the
rectifier and filter capacitance (Cf ).

FIGURE 1. The topology of the proposed WPTS.

FIGURE 2. Equivalent circuit of the applied WPTS.

Figure 2 shows the simplified circuit of the WPTS with
n − Tx coils, where the transmitting side loop has the n −

thTx coil with input voltage Un(n = 1, 2, 3 · · · ), resonant
capacitance CTX ,n, self-inductance of the transmitter coil
LTX ,n, equivalent internal resistance RTX ,n, and Mm,n(m, n =

1, 2, 3, · · · ) represents the mutual inductance between the
m − thTx coil and the n − thTx coil. The receiving loop
has a self-inductance of the receiving coil LRX , equivalent
internal resistance RRX , resonant capacitance CRX , load RL ,
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and MT ,n(n = 1, 2, 3, · · · ) represents the mutual inductance
between the Rx coil and the n− thTx coil.
Here, MT ,n = kR,n

√
LTX ,nLRX ,and the kR,n is the cou-

pling coefficient between the n − thTx coil and the Rx
coil.

When considering the condition of the cross-coupling
between the Tx coils (Mm,n ̸= 0). According to the Kirchhoff
voltage law, the circuit equation can be achieved by as in (1),
shown at the bottom of the page, [35], when the conditions
of cross-coupling between Tx coils are ignored (Mm,n = 0).
According to the Kirchhoff voltage law, the circuit equation
can be achieved by as in (2), shown at the bottom of the
page, where ω is the operating angular frequency, and ZT,k
and ZRX represent the reflected impedance of the transmit-
ting and receiving circuits, respectively, the formula is as
follows.{

ZT ,k = RTX ,k + jωLTX ,k + 1
/
jωCTX ,k

ZRX = RRX + jωLRX + 1
/
jωCRX + RL

(3)

When the system is in resonance, the following formula
can be obtained. 

jωLTX ,1 +
1

jωCTX ,1
= 0

jωLTX ,2 +
1

jωCTX ,2
= 0

...
...

jωLTX ,n +
1

jωCTX ,n
= 0

(4)



i1 =
U1−jωMT ,1i0

RTX ,1

i2 =
U2−jωMT ,2i0

RTX ,2
...

...

in =
Un−jωMT ,ni0

RTX ,n

i0 =
jωMT ,1i1+jωMT ,1i1+···+jωMT ,nin

RL+RRX
=

n∑
k=1

jωMT ,k ik

RL+RRX

(5)

Combining (2) - (5), the input power of the system Pin, the
output power of the system Pout and the system transmission

efficiency η can be calculated as (6).



Pin =

∑n

k=1
Uk ik

Pout = i20RL =


n∑

k=1
jωMT ,k ik

RL + RRX


2

RL

η =
Pout
Pin

=

RL

(
n∑

k=1
jωMT ,k ik

)2

(RL + RRX )2
∑n

k=1Uk ik

(6)

Theoretically, it follows from (6) that the output power and
transmission efficiency of a multiple-transmitter coil magnet-
ically coupled resonator depend on several factors, including
the operating angular frequency, mutual inductance between
the coils, the equivalent resistance of the transmitting and
receiving sides, and the load. Thus, any change in these
factors will result in a corresponding change in the transmis-
sion efficiency of a wireless power transfer system (WPTS).
In actual automatic vehicle applications, it is difficult to
precisely align the position of the receiving coil and the trans-
mitter coil, leading to a decrease in their mutual inductance
and consequently reducing the overall transmission efficiency
of the system.

III. SYSTEM PARAMETER CHARACTERISTIC ANALYSIS
A. PLANAR SPIRAL COIL DESIGN
In this paper, the planar spiral coil is employed, as shown in
Figure 3.
where Dmin is the inner diameter of coil, Dmax is the outer
diameter of coil,Dwire is the diameter of conductor andDpitch
is the diameter of conductor.

According to the geometric parameters of the planar spiral
coil in reference [36], the equivalent inductance of the coil
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FIGURE 3. Geometric structure of planar spiral coil.

can be obtained as follows.
Davg =

Dmax + Dmin
2

β =
Dmax − Dmin
Dmax + Dmin

L =
µ0N 2Davg

2
·

(
ln

2.46
β

+ 0.2β2
) (7)

where L is coil self-inductance, µ0 is the magnetic perme-
ability in vacuum, N is the turns of coil, β is the filling rate
of wires, and Davg is the average radius of coil.

The equivalent internal resistance R of the coil is com-
posed of the ohmic resistance Ro and the radiation loss
resistance Ra. R,Ro, and Ra can be expressed as follow the
reference [36].

R = RO + Ra

Ro =

√
µ0ω

2σ
·
NDavg
Dwire

Ra = 340π4N 2
·

(
πD2

avg

4λ2

)2
(8)

where σ is the conductivity of the conductor and λ = c/f
is the wavelength corresponding to the operating frequency,
and c is the speed of light.

As shown in (8), the equivalent internal resistance (R) of
the system is related to the angular frequency (ω), wire diam-
eter (Dwire), coil size, and number of turns (N ). Taking the
theoretical parameters of the Rx coil in Table 1 as an example,
the relationship between frequency and ohmic resistance and
radiation resistance is drawn, as shown in Figure 4, due to the
coil of equivalent ohmic resistance (Ro) is much greater than
the radiation loss resistance (Ra), therefore, the influence of
radiation resistance can be ignored, R = Ro can be obtained.
Combining (3) and (4) reveals that near the resonant fre-
quency, the inductive and capacitive components of the coil
exhibit opposite trends in impedance. When the system is in
resonance, the impedance of system is determined by the real
part of the impedance. However, when the system deviates
from the resonant frequency, the effective internal resistance
changes primarily due to variations in the imaginary part of
the impedance.

FIGURE 4. Relationship between frequency and ohmic resistance and
radiation resistance.

B. LAYOUT AND CONNECTION OF TRANSMITTER COILS
The arrangement of the transmitting pad proposed by us
consists of 1 - 7 coils in series, in which the circular diameter
formed by the arrangement of multiple coils is the same as
that of the circular receiving coil. According to the research in
references [37] and [38], the seven-coil array has the benefit
of generating more uniform magnetic fields and lowering the
degree of coupling between nearby transmitter coils. There-
fore, we researched a circular array made up of seven coils,
and Figure 5 depicts the actual coil arrangement.

The maximal outer ring approach is used to organize the
transmitter coil. The maximum outer ring radius equals the
maximum outer ring radius of the receiving coil. Table 1
shows the receiving coil’s parameters. Under the assumption
that the number of transmitter coil arrays is multiple, the
number of turns, wire diameter, and turn spacing of each
transmitter coil is kept uniform to compare the magnetic field
distributions of different transmitter coil arrays. In a varied
number of transmitter coil arrays, each coil has 15 turns with
diameter of 1.5mm, the detailed parameters of each coil in
different transmitter coil arrays are listed in Table 2. Where
Lt is the theoretical inductance, Ls is the inductance in the
simulation, Rt is the theoretical equivalent resistance, and Rs
is the equivalent resistance in the simulation.

In order to eliminate the cross-coupling effect between
multiple coils, mutual inductance and coupling coefficient
are reduced by optimizing the coil spacing, as shown in
Table 3. When the transmitter coil spacing is set to 10mm,
the coupling coefficient between each coil in the transmitter
coil array is effectively reduced with the given area between
the transmitting and receiving sides. Therefore, the spacing
between the coils is set to 10mm in our system.

IV. SIMULATION AND ANALYSIS
The proposed coil array’s magnetic field distribution was
analyzed using finite element in COMSOL Multiphysics
simulation software under the position that H = 5cm, The
simulation results are displayed in Figure 6.

As shown in Figure 6, a sphere with a radius of 300mm is
set as the air domain in the finite element analysis software.
The coil parameters are given in Table 2. In the array com-
posed of seven different transmitter coils, the magnetic flux
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FIGURE 5. Layout diagram of transmitter coil array.

TABLE 1. Parameters of receiving coil.

TABLE 2. Parameters of a single coil in the coil array.

density is strongest in 1-coil, followed by 2-coil, and weakest
in 6-coil. It can be found that the system with 7-coil provides
a more uniform magnetic field.

To better illustrate the uniformity of the magnetic field,
the relative deviation of the magnetic flux density, denoted as
EB = (x, y, z), is introduced and described. The calculation
formula is shown in (9), where B(x, y, z) and B(x1, y1, z1)
represent the magnetic flux density at a certain point in the
air domain. When B(x1, y1, z1) = B(0, 0, 50), EB = (x, y, z1)
describes the degree of deviation of the magnetic flux density
B = (x, y, 50) from the magnetic flux density B = (0, 0, 50)
when the Rx coil is moving.

EB (x, y, z1) =

∣∣∣∣B (x1, y1, z1) − B (x, y, z1)
B (x1, y1, z1)

∣∣∣∣× 100% (9)

Simulations were conducted using COMSOLMultiphysics to
calculate the relative deviations of points (70,0,50), (0,70,50),
and (70,70,50) with respect to the center point (0,0,50) when
the receiving coil is offset in the x−y plane with a step size of
10mm. The results are shown in Table 4. The configuration

FIGURE 6. Magnetic field distribution with different arrangements of
coils at H = 5cm.

TABLE 3. Coupling coefficient between coils at different spacing.

with 7-coil exhibits the smallest relative deviation of the mag-
netic flux density, followed by 1-coil, while 6-coil shows the
largest relative deviation. This indicates that the 7-coil pro-
vides better performance in case of the malposition between
the transmitter coil and receiver coil.

From Figure 7, it can be observed that when the trans-
mitter coil is directly aligned with the receiving coil, 1-coil
exhibits the highest magnetic flux density, while 6-coil has
the lowest. As the receiving coil deviates from the center
of the array, 2-coil, 3-coil, 4-coil, 5-coil, and 6-coil show a
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TABLE 4. Relative deviation of magnetic flux density.

FIGURE 7. The magnetic flux intensity diagram.

TABLE 5. The mean and variance of the curve.

trend of increasing and then decreasingmagnetic flux density,
while 1-coil experiences a significant decrease, and 7-coil
shows a trend of decreasing and then increasing. To better
illustrate the fluctuations in the curves, Table 5 provides the
mean value and variance of the magnetic field intensity under
different transmission coil arrangements. The variance can
be used to analyze the smoothness of the magnetic field
intensity. During the malposition process, the mean value of
the magnetic flux density shows a decreasing trend with an
increasing number of transmitter coils (except for the 7-coil),
and the 6-coil has the lowest average magnetic flux density.
Furthermore, the 1-coil exhibits the highest variance, indi-
cating significant fluctuations in the magnetic flux density,
whereas the 4-coil and 7-coil have lower variances, indicating
less fluctuation as the malposition distance increases. The
arrangement with 7-coil exhibits the flattest magnetic field.

Based on the simulation results, it can be concluded that
the uniformity of the magnetic field in a multi-transmitter
coil array is also affected by the coil arrangement. Taking

into account the stability of the magnetic field intensity when
the Rx coil is offset from the Tx coil, the 7-coil config-
uration provides the lowest relative deviation of magnetic
flux density and a more uniform magnetic field distribution,
demonstrating better anti-malposition performance.

V. EXPERIMENTAL VALIDATION
A. EXPERIMENTS
To validate the simulation results, we constructed an exper-
imental platform to investigate the performance of the pro-
posed WPTS with different transmitter coils, as shown in
Figure 8. The Electronic load (VICTOR-3801S) was utilized
in the experiment to simulate the load. And the embedded
microcontroller (STM32) was applied to drive the MOS-
FETs, as depicted in Figure 9. Finally, the performance of
the proposed WPTS is analyzed by measuring the voltage
and current changes of the receiving coil under different
malposition distances. The main parameters of WPTS are
shown in Table 4.

FIGURE 8. Experimental setup.

TABLE 6. Main parameter of WPTS.

In the experiment, a full-bridge inverter was used to pro-
vide AC power to the WPTS, and the inverter voltage was
observed by the oscilloscope (Tektronix-TBS2000), as shown
in Figure 10. Besides, 400∗0.05mm litz wire was used to
wind the coil. Figure 11 shows the arrangement and design
of different coils, and the detailed physical parameters of
transmitter coils are given in Table 7. Considering that the
limitation of the transmitter coil area in the practical appli-
cation, it was proposed to arrange multiple transmitter coils
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FIGURE 9. PWM drive signal generated by STM32.

FIGURE 10. Full-bridge inverter voltage test.

under the same transmitting area, which was the maximum
circumscribed circle method.

When the multi-transmitter coil array was aligned with
the receiving coil, the voltage probe and current sensor
(Tektronix-TCP2020) were used to collect the current and
voltage signals of the transmitting loop and the receiving loop
respectively. As shown in Figure 12, the voltage and current
signals are in the same phase when the system resonates.

TABLE 7. Physical parameters of Coils.

B. RESULT AND DISCUSSION
In recent years, the multi-coil array method has been pro-
posed for the optimization of WPT systems misaligned at
different positions. Table 8 provides a comprehensive com-
parison between the proposed method in this study and the
previous research work.

The receiving coil was positioned in this experiment with
a step size of 10mm and a 90mm horizontal offset along the
positive axes of the X and Y axes (X and Y respectively
represent the distance of horizontal deviation and the distance

FIGURE 11. Layout diagram of transmitter coil array.

FIGURE 12. Experimental waveform.

of vertical deviation on the plane). The lateral offset distance
of the receiving coil is shown in Figure 13. The relative output
power deviation of the seven transmitter coils’ output power
curve is less than 28.55%, with a tiny range of fluctuation in
the X-axis offset direction. The power transmitted by a single
coil is the lowest, while the other transmitter coils all exhibit
an upward trend. In the offset direction along the Y-axis,
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except for the 2-coil, which exhibits a negative trend at the
point of 70mm, the overall change in output power is roughly
the same as that along the X-axis.

As a consequence, with the increase of malposition dis-
tance between coils, the output power of the multi-coil array
also fluctuates, and the fluctuation of 4-coil and 2-coil is more
obvious. whereas, the output power of the 7-coil changes little
and fluctuates relatively steadily, which means that the 7-coil
structure has better anti-malposition performance.

TABLE 8. Comparison with previous works.

FIGURE 13. The relationship between malposition distance and output
power.

FIGURE 14. The relationship between malposition distance and
transmission efficiency.

When the malposition distance is within 60mm, the
single-transmitter coil provides the highest efficiency,
as shown in Figure 14. However, when the malposition
distance is 40mm, the efficiency of the single-transmitter coil
rapidly declines. In contrast, there are only slight variations
in the transmission efficiency of the seven-transmitter coils.

Combined with Figures 13 and 14, it can be found that
single-coil and multi-coil have differences in transmission

efficiency and output power. From the perspective of output
power, multi-transmitter coils can transmit higher power than
a single coil, and provides smoother power within a malposi-
tion distance of 60mm (except for the three-transmitter coil).
In terms of transmission efficiency, a single-coil performs
better than multi-transmitter coils up to a specific malposi-
tion distance, whereas multi-transmitter coils can extend the
transmission distance of WPTS. Therefore, it can be found
that multiple transmission coils can be used to reduce the
sensitivity of WPTS to the malposition distance and increase
the tolerance of the receiver position dislocation.

VI. CONCLUSION
In this paper, the magnetic field intensity of multiple trans-
mitter coil arrays with different numbers is introduced. And
the magnetic coupling resonator is modeled with the COM-
SOL Multiphysics software. Given the malposition of the
coil in the process of wireless charging of the vehicle,
the anti-malposition performance of the coil array is dis-
cussed through the analysis of the magnetic field distribution.
Finally, the experimental prototype is constructed to ver-
ify the simulation results. The main research results are as
follows:

1. The smoothness of the magnetic field intensity of the
multiple transmitter coil arrays is not entirely dependent on
the number of coils but also is affected by the arrangement of
the coil array.

2. In the case of multi-transmitter coil arrays with a
charging distance of 5cm, the experimental results show
that the relative deviation of the output power of WPTS
composed of seven transmitter coils is less than 28.55%
within the malposition distance of 40mm. And the elec-
tromagnetic field simulation results show that the WPTS
composed of seven-transmitter coils provide a more uni-
form flux density. Therefore, considering the uniformity of
the magnetic field and the stability of the output power
of WPTS, the seven-transmitter coils have the smallest
flux density variation and the strongest ability to resist
malposition.

In this study, the effects of different transmitter coil arrays
on the transmission performance of WPTS are discussed, and
the distributions of magnetic flux density are analyzed. It pro-
vides some clues for the exploration and research of wireless
power transmission system with multi-coil structures.
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