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ABSTRACT Introduction: In pattern recognition and data mining, feature selection is one of the most crucial
tasks. To increase the efficacy of classification algorithms, it is necessary to identify the most relevant
subset of features in a given domain. This means that the feature selection challenge can be seen as an
optimization problem, and thus meta-heuristic techniques can be utilized to find a solution.Methodology: In
this work, we propose a novel hybrid binary meta-heuristic algorithm to solve the feature selection problem
by combining two algorithms: Dipper Throated Optimization (DTO) and Sine Cosine (SC) algorithm.
The new algorithm is referred to as bSCWDTO. We employed the sine cosine algorithm to improve the
exploration process and ensure the optimization algorithm converges quickly and accurately. Thirty datasets
from theUniversity of California Irvine (UCI)machine learning repository are used to evaluate the robustness
and stability of the proposed bSCWDTO algorithm. In addition, the K-Nearest Neighbor (KNN) classifier
is used to measure the selected features’ effectiveness in classification problems. Results: The achieved
results demonstrate the algorithm’s superiority over ten state-of-the-art optimization methods, including the
original DTO and SC, Particle Swarm Optimization (PSO), Whale Optimization Algorithm (WOA), Grey
Wolf Optimization (GWO), Multiverse Optimization (MVO), Satin Bowerbird Optimizer (SBO), Genetic
Algorithm (GA), the hybrid of GWO and GA, and Firefly Algorithm (FA). Moreover, Wilcoxon’s rank-sum
test was performed at the 0.05 significance level to study the statistical difference between the proposed
method and the alternative feature selection methods. Conclusion: These results emphasized the proposed
feature selection method’s significance, superiority, and statistical difference.

INDEX TERMS Feature selection, dipper throated optimization algorithm, Sine cosine optimization
algorithm, meta-heuristic optimization.

The associate editor coordinating the review of this manuscript and

approving it for publication was Claudia Raibulet .

I. INTRODUCTION
Feature Selection is the process of selecting relevant fea-
tures for the machine learning model based on the type of
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problem being solved. This process is also defined as isolat-
ing the most consistent and non-redundant features for use
in machine learning tasks [1]. Therefore, the primary goal
of feature selection is to improve predictive model perfor-
mance while lowering computational modeling costs [2]. The
advantages of feature selection can be briefly described as
follows (1) It helps simplify the machine learning models by
reducing the input features. (2) The training time of machine
learning models based on feature selection can be signif-
icantly reduced as the more precise collection of features
reduces the time required to train a model. (3) With the
help of feature selection, the precision of machine learning
models can be increased. (4) The curse of high dimension-
ality can be avoided by reducing the input features [3]. The
dimensionality of a problem is a significant problem that
might degrade classification efficiency. Large datasets with
a high number of features are essential for the success of
many applications. As a result, classification performance
is hampered since many of these features are redundant,
unnecessary, or noisy [4]. Thus, to properly prepare data for
machine learning algorithms, feature selection is a necessary
step [5], [6], [7]. Figure 1 depicts the typical feature selection
process. The dataset is usually preprocessed to handle miss-
ing values and outliers. Then, the selection of the best features
is applied through an iterative process. A subset of features
(solution subsets) is selected and evaluated using criteria to
decide whether to keep or remove. This iterative process’s
final output is the best feature set that can be assessed using
machine learning classifiers [8], [9].
On the other hand, multiple fields of study use optimiza-

tion techniques, including computing, agriculture, medicine,
engineering, and feature selection. Optimization aims to iden-
tify and pick the best solution to a problem from among
those that satisfy the problem statement requirements. Fur-
ther, in optimization methods, the goal is typically to reduce
or maximize criteria, depending on the nature of the situation
at hand [10]. The main feature selection approaches include
wrapper, filter, and hybrid-based methods [11]. Wrapper
techniques are accurate but time-consuming since they need
to incorporate learning methods into the selection function,
reducing the search space for choosing features. The speed
and scalability of the filter-based feature selection techniques
or the conventional feature selection approaches are an advan-
tage. In computer science, genetic algorithms are based on
the randomness of the natural selection process, which is the
basis for all biological evolution and can be used in numerous
areas, such as machine learning problems, optimization, and
feature selection [12]. Evolutionary computing methods are
being examined as an option to get the best solution. Nature,
biological behavior, and creatures’ social behavior, such as
birds, whales, bats, grasshoppers, fireflies, salp, fish, wolves,
etc., inspire swarm-based algorithms [13]. Researchers in
several fields have turned to optimization techniques to find
solutions to various problems.

As the feature selection method significantly impacts the
performance of machine learning classification models, it is

crucial to provide an effective feature selection method to
realize this target. This represents the primary motivation
of this work. Therefore, in this paper, we proposed a novel
hybrid algorithm that effectively selects the most significant
set of features to improve classification performance. The
proposed algorithm is based on the original DTO and SC
algorithm. The effectiveness of the proposed approach was
validated in terms of 30 datasets from the UCI machine
learning repository, including seven datasets with more than
1000 features. In addition, statistical analysis is performed
to study the superiority and stability of the proposed hybrid
approach. The achieved results confirmed the findings of this
approach. Moreover, the proposed method is compared with
other popular metaheuristic algorithms, including the origi-
nal bDTO and bSC, bPSO, bWOA, bGWO, bMVO, bSBO,
bGWO-GA, bFA, and bGA for this research. To sum up the
main findings of this work:

• A novel feature selection algorithm is proposed based on
hybrid SC and DTO algorithms.

• Evaluation of the proposed bSCWDTO in terms of thirty
UCI benchmark datasets.

• A comparison between the proposed approach and other
state-of-the-art feature selection methods.

• A statistical analysis of the proposed approach is per-
formed to prove its significance and statistical signifi-
cance.

• Evaluating the continuous version of the proposed
algorithm in terms of the CEC2017 benchmark func-
tions.

• Performing sensitive analysis of the proposed algorithm’s
convergence time and convergence fitness.

The structure of this paper is presented in six sections.
The literature review of the studies on feature selection is
provided in Section II. The preliminaries that form the basis
of the proposed method are introduced in Section III. The
proposed methodology is then explained in Section IV. The
achieved results are presented and discussed in Section V.
Finally, the conclusion and future perspectives are presented
in Section VI.

II. LITERATURE REVIEW
Eberhart and Kennedy first presented an evolutionary
algorithm based on swarm intelligence in 1995 as Parti-
cle Swarm Optimization (PSO) algorithm [14]. The PSO
approach, developed to tackle the feature selection problem,
has been widely used in multiple research since its inception.
The approach was motivated by the cooperative nature of
birds and fish. The PSO technique has several benefits, such
as its ease of use and quick convergence rate. However, this
strategy has a few problems, including local optimums and
a lack of population variety. As a result, some pieces have
discussed combining PSO with other algorithms to boost its
speed and apply it to feature selection problems. A PSO-
based hybrid feature selection technique using a local search
strategy is proposed, for instance, by the authors of [15]. The
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FIGURE 1. The typical process of feature selection.

proposed method uses a local search approach embedded in
particle swarm optimization to pick the least correlated and
most crucial subset of features. The local search strategy aims
to help the particle swarm optimization search process pick
relevant features by leveraging data on existing correlations.
It was tested on 13 distinct standard classification datasets
and compared to 5 popular feature selection techniques. Other
writers have employed PSO in their work as well [16],
[17]. For complex facial expression recognition problems,
the authors presented a genetic algorithm (GA) integrated
with PSO for feature selection. Using Gaussian mutation in
the equation for updating the particle’s velocity, a micro-GA
was incorporated into the original PSO technique to delay the
onset of convergence. Successful global and local search also
requires a system for updating velocity, which depends on the
average user’s experience [18], [19], [20].

The authors of developed wrapper-based techniques for
discovering the most important and optimal features citezR49

using a PSO and a spiral-shaped mechanism (PSO-SSM).
The proposed technique is more effective than traditional
Gas and PSO-based feature selection algorithms in deter-
mining the emotional state of a face. The PSO-SSM made
three enhancements. To begin, finding a wide selection of
products was aided by logistical maps. Secondly, the posi-
tion quality of the subsequent generation was significantly
enhanced by adding two additional parameters to the original
position update method. After locating the ideal solution
region, a spiral-shaped mechanism was used as a local search
operator. Twenty well-known benchmark datasets were used
to analyze the performance of the proposed PSO-SSM using
a kNN classifier and to draw comparisons to the wrapper and
filter-based techniques [21], [22], [23].
The Grasshopper Optimization System (GOA) is an

innovative swarm intelligence algorithm that takes cues
from real-life grasshoppers’ foraging and hive-mind tactics.
Researchers in [24] found that a new binary hybrid algorithm
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may be developed by combining the GOA algorithm and
the mutation operator of GA. The authors could convert
continuous GOA to binary by applying transfer functions.
Moreover, a mutation operator with a moderate mutation rate
was used to provide a wide range of possible answers. Select
features were examined using k-NN for 25 reference datasets.
The about 92% accuracy in categorization was a substantial
improvement above standard benchmarking approaches. The
authors of [25] improved the version of GOA with additional
evolutionary-based operators for creating a productive wrap-
per feature selection method. On twenty-two UCI datasets,
the proposed approaches were evaluated. The effectiveness of
the GOA was shown to be significantly affected by the EPD.
By including the selection mechanism, the proposed method
became more effective than competing optimizers at locat-
ing optimal solutions and displaying superior convergence
trends.

The Salp Swarm Algorithm (SSA) is a cutting-edge meta-
heuristic algorithm that mimics the actions of salps in the
ocean’s depths and is invented by the authors of [26] and [27].
In some feature selection approaches, SSA has been used as a
search technique [28], [29]. Similar improvements in oppor-
tunistic search behavior were also noticed by the authors
of [30], who addressed problems with the SSA method.
Researchers improved SSA’s exploitability using the local
search (LS) method. The research also employed a chaotic
map and an original equation variable to determine the most
effective way of providing followers with their current posi-
tion. For the feature-selection problem, 20 standard-setting
classification datasets and three datasets were used to test the
effectiveness of the proposed approach. A dynamic SSA was
shown to be superior to other possible alternatives.

To solve global optimization problems, the authors of [31]
presented an algorithm called the Sine Cosine Algorithm
(SC) that takes advantage of the features of sine and cosine
functions. In [32], the authors develop a system combining
SSA and SC while introducing a new population diversifi-
cation mechanism called the ‘‘disruption operator.’’ When
combining SSA with SC to generate a pool of candidates
for a solution, more variety was included to prevent a
decline in solution quality. When applied to feature selection
problems for datasets with feature sizes between thirteen
and eleven thousand, the outcomes were encouraging. The
authors of [33] developed a novel hybridization strategy using
SC. They transformed traditional PSO into binary variations
using massive datasets and added SC to enhance exploration.
The clustering problem for seven high- and low-dimensional
datasets, including nine to over eleven thousand features, was
solved using the k-means approach after preliminary testing
with ten standard benchmark test functions. The proposed
technique incorporated the SC’s location update equation
into the PSO’s velocity equation [34]. In addition, the PSO’s
weighting factor was modified, with the value shifting with
each iteration. A select group of iterations was selected to
inject the maximum inertia weight to improve the capability

of searching distant locations. The study claimed a signifi-
cant improvement in clustering accuracy compared to several
previous natural-inspired optimization approaches using sta-
tistical t-tests. It was proposed by the authors of [35] that
SC and Antlion Optimization (ALO) may be combined to
form a novel hybrid optimization method. The first group
was updated using SC, and the second was updated using
ALO. The position update equations also included numerous
random variables to boost the population’s diversity. Using
V- and S-shaped transport functions in feature selection,
the authors implemented a binary variant of the proposed
method [35], [36].

Authors in [37] present a Grey Wolf Optimizer algorithm
coupled with a Two-phase Mutation to address feature selec-
tion for classification problems based onwrapper approaches.
To fit the binary form of the feature selection problem, the
sigmoid function is utilized to convert the continuous search
space to the binary one. The two-phase mutation improves
the algorithm’s exploitation capacity. The initial mutation
phase aims to minimize the number of chosen features while
maintaining good classification accuracy. The second muta-
tion phase seeks to incorporate more informative features
that improve classification accuracy. Because the mutation
phase can be time-demanding, the two-phase mutation is less
likely to succeed [38], [39]. Because wrapper approaches
can produce high-quality results, authors employed one of
the most well-known wrapper methods, the k-Nearest Neigh-
bor (k-NN) classifier. To find the k-NN, they use Euclidean
distance is calculated. Each dataset is divided into training
and testing data using K-fold cross-validation to avoid over-
fitting. Several comparisons were made between the flower
method, particle swarm optimization algorithm, multi-verse
optimizer algorithm, whale optimization algorithm, and bat
algorithm. Thirty-five datasets are used in the studies. Statis-
tical analyses are performed to demonstrate the efficacy and
outperformance of the proposed method.

Grey Wolf Optimization (GWO) is a meta-heuristic
method based on a mathematical grey wolf leadership and
hunting model. Grey wolves often dwell in groups of 5-12
individuals and have a rigid social dominating structure. They
are classified into four categories based on their dominance:
alpha (α), beta (β), delta (δ), and omega (ω). This study
presents a feature selection technique for picture steganaly-
sis based on a novel levy flight-based grey wolf optimizer
(LFGWO). The method is verified using the BOSS-base ver.
1.01 image dataset, which contains cover and stego images.
The feature extraction techniques, such as AlexNet, were
used to extract 686 and 1000 features, respectively. The pro-
posed LFGWO-based feature selection strategy is compared
to PSO and GWO-based feature selection approaches [40].
Regarding mean fitness, standard deviation values, and con-
vergence behavior, LFGWO surpasses the meta-heuristic
algorithms GWO, PSO, and GSA. The proposed LFGWO
outperforms previous meta-heuristic algorithms according to
practical and statistical results.
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The authors of [41] present a hybrid approach to solving
function optimization and feature selection issues by combin-
ing the Grey Wolf Optimizer (GWO) and the Crowd Search
Algorithm. The suggested hybrid algorithm can success-
fully explore the search space since it combines GWO with
other approaches to overcome shortcomings. The suggested
approach accelerates the optimization process’s early stages
bymaking full use of both algorithms’ capabilities through an
adaptive balancing probability.While promising ideasmay be
used early on in the optimization process, it is more probable
that they will be utilized later on. In practice, optimization
problems having more than three objectives are not unusual.
In evolutionary computing, many-objective optimization
issues pose significant obstacles. However, algorithm perfor-
mance analysis and comparison have received comparatively
less focus than the rapid development of algorithm design.
Many-objective optimization uses several test problem sets
initially created for multi-objective optimization [42], [43],
[44]. This contest presents a set of test issues that accu-
rately depict various real-world conditions by selecting and
designing 15 test problems with distinct qualities to further
evolutionary many-objective optimization research.

III. PRELIMINARIES
In this section, the feature selection problem formulation is
presented. In addition, the basics of the algorithms employed
in developing the proposed hybrid algorithm are demon-
strated.

A. FEATURE SELECTION PROBLEM FORMULATION
In this part, we describe themathematical modeling of feature
selection. The typical dimensions of a dataset for classifica-
tion (i.e., supervised learning) are NS × NF , where NS is the
total number of samples, and NF is the number of features.
To accomplish its task, the feature selection algorithm first
divides the entire set of features NF into smaller subsets (S)
whose combined dimensions are smaller than NF . To get to
that subset of features, you may use the following objective
function:

Fit = λ × γS + (1 − λ) ×

(
|S|

NF

)
(1)

where λ is selected from the range [0-1], and it is used to
balance between

(
|S|

NF

)
and γS . The selected features are

denoted by |S|, and γS is the classification error [45].

B. DIPPER THROATED OPTIMIZATION ALGORITHM
There are three methods used in the explorer stage. Birds’
cooperative nature inspired a novel metaheuristic method
called DTO. Here, we offer a narrow mathematical mecha-
nism and give a detailed account of its discovery and use.
The DTO method uses three different techniques to improve
exploration: (1) flying to a new site, (2) switching to another
bird, and (3) flying efficiently over a known region. The
exploitation process involves watching the birds and trying
to out-hunt one another for food [46].

When applying the DTO algorithm, a flock of birds swims
through the space to search for food. The positions and speeds
of the birds can be represented by the following two matrices,
referred to asP andV , respectively. Using thesemetrics, DTO
may probe the search space for the optimal answer. The fol-
lowing matrices explain the DTO algorithm’s computations
in further detail.

P =


P1,1 P1,2 P1,3 . . . P1,d
P2,1 P2,2 P2,3 . . . P2,d
P3,1 P3,2 P3,3 . . . P3,d
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Pm,1 Pm,2 Pm,3 . . . Pm,d

 (2)

V =


V1,1 V1,2 V1,3 . . . V1,d
V2,1 V2,2 V2,3 . . . V2,d
V3,1 V3,2 V3,3 . . . V3,d
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Vm,1 Vm,2 Vm,3 . . . Vm,d

 (3)

For the indexes i ∈ 1, 2, 3, . . . ,m and j ∈ 1, 2, 3, . . . , d
and in the jth dimension, the bird ith is referred to as by Pi,j,
and the speed of the bird is denoted by Vi,j. The following
array determines the bird’s fitness f = f1, f2, f3, . . . , fn.

f =


f1(P1,1,P1,2,P1,3, . . . ,P1,d )
f2(P2,1,P2,2,P2,3, . . . ,P2,d )
f3(P3,1,P3,2,P3,3, . . . ,P3,d )

. . .

fm(Pm,1,Pm,2,Pm,3, . . . ,Pm,d )

 (4)

Mother birds have the highest fitness among birds because
they provide themost offspringwith the skills to find food and
survive. The best position denoted Pbest , is updated during
the search process. The Pnd , which refers to the regular birds,
serves as followers to the mother birds. PGbest refers to the
most optimal solution available during the search process.
The optimizer uses the DTO strategy to follow the swimming
bird using the following equations to account for movement
within the population and time.

X = Pbest (i) − K1.|K2.Pbest (i) − P(i)| (5)

Y = P(i) + V (i+ 1) (6)

P(i+ 1) =

{
X if r3 < 0.5
Y otherwise,

(7)

V (i+ 1) = K3V (i) + K4r1(Pbest (i) − P(i))

+ K5r2(PGbest − P(i)) (8)

where the best birds’ position is denoted Pbest (i), the average
position of the birds for iteration i is referred to as P(i),
and V (i + 1) is the speed of the birds on iteration i + 1.
To clarify, K4 and K5 are constants with values 1.7 and 1.8,
respectively, and K1, K2, and K3 are weight values selected
dynamically from the range of [0-2] during the optimization
process. Random numbers in the range [0, 1] make up the
values of r1, r2, and r3.
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C. SINE COSINE OPTIMIZATION ALGORITHM
The Sine Cosine (SC) algorithm was initially introduced
in [47]. This algorithm’s sines (and cosines) oscillate func-
tions are essential in determining the optimal solution posi-
tions. To express SC operations, the following random vari-
ables are employed [48].

• The location of the movements.
• The direction of the motion.
• The swapping among the components of sines and
cosines.

• Emphasizing/de-emphasizing the destination effect.

The update process of the candidate solutions is performed
using the following equation.

P(t + 1) =

{
P(t) + r5.sin(r6).|r7S∗(t) − S(t)| r4 < 0.5
P(t) + r5.cos(r6).|r7S∗(t) − S(t)| r4 ≥ 0.5

(9)

where the number of search iterations is represented by t .
The algorithm tracks two important solutions: the current
solution, denoted as S, and the best solution, denoted as
S∗. Random variables r4, r6, and r7 are allocated values in
the range of [0, 1]. These random variables play a crucial
role in the algorithm as they influence the positions of the
solutions. Specifically, the equation utilized in the algorithm
indicates that the location of the best solution obtained thus
far impacts the current solution’s position. This influence
facilitates the exploration of the search space and increases
the likelihood of converging to an optimal solution. During
the running iterations of the SC algorithm, the value of r4 is
dynamically updated according to the following equation,
further enhancing the search process.

r4 = a−
a× t
tmax

(10)

where a is a constant, t and tmax represent the current and
maximum iterations, respectively.

The SC algorithm is a resilient metaheuristic approach
compared to many existing algorithms. Its ability to utilize
a single optimal solution to guide the other solutions sets
it apart. This approach contributes to a notable reduction
in convergence time and memory usage, distinguishing it
from alternative algorithms [48]. However, it is important to
acknowledge that the efficiency of the SC algorithm can be
compromised when confronted with an increasing number of
local optima. Stagnant local optima pose a challenge, which
can hinder the algorithm’s progress. We have integrated the
SC optimizer and the Dynamic ThroatedOptimization (DTO)
algorithm into our novel approach to address this issue.
By incorporating the fast convergence rates and memory
efficiency of the SC optimizer and DTO algorithm, we aim to
strike a healthy balance between exploration and exploitation
tasks throughout the optimization process, ensuring enhanced
performance and overcoming the limitations associated with
growing local optima.

D. K-NEAREST NEIGHBOR
In this study, the k-Nearest Neighbor (KNN) classifier,
a supervised learning method, is employed as the basis for
a wrapper approach to feature selection [30]. KNN does not
rely on the construction of models but instead uses training
examples to determine the class of the unknown instance. The
KNN is employed in the conducted experiments to evaluate
the efficacy of the traits. Each sample is assigned to a category
based on the majority vote of its nearest K neighbors. Finding
the K nearest neighbors to a sample is done by computing the
Euclidean distance, EucD, between features from the training
data and features from the testing data, which is calculated
using the following equation.

EucD =

√√√√ k∑
i=1

(|Train_Fi| − |Test_Fi|)2 (11)

where Train_Fi and Test_Fi are the sets of features in the
training and testing sets, respectively, and k refers to the
number of features.

IV. THE PROPOSED METHODOLOGY
The proposed feature selection algorithm is based on two
optimization algorithms, namely,s DTO and SC algorithms,
and is denoted by binary sine-cosine weighted dipper-
throated optimization (bSCWDTO). The proposed algorithm
exploits the advantages of both algorithms to improve the
exploration of the search space and better exploitation
of the intermediate solutions to find the best set of fea-
tures. The steps of the proposed algorithm are presented in
Algorithm 1.

A. BINARY OPTIMIZATION
By selecting the best set of features for improving the clas-
sification accuracy, the continuous output of bSCWDTO is
converted into binary (0 or 1) using the sigmoid function
represented by the following equation.

P(t+1)
b =

{
1 if Sigmoid(PBest ) ≥ 0.5
0 otherwise,

Sigmoid(PBest ) =
1

1 + e−10(PBest−0.5) (12)

In the algorithm context, the symbol PBest represents the
best position achieved thus far in the optimization process.
The iteration number is denoted by t , indicating the current
stage of the algorithm. A fitness function is employed to
assess the quality of candidate solutions during the feature
selection process. This function serves as a measure of the
suitability or effectiveness of a particular set of selected
features. The following equation mathematically represents
the fitness function:

Fn = w1Error(P) + w2
Number of selected features
Total number of features

(13)

where P is a solution, w1 ∈ [0, 1], and w2 = 1 − w1,
which are used to control the importance of the number of the
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selected feature for the population of size n and to maintain
the classification error rate.

Algorithm 1 The Proposed Binary bSCWDTO Algorithm
1: Initialize birds’ positions Pi(i = 1, 2, . . . , n) for n birds,

birds’ velocity Vi(i = 1, 2, . . . , n), objective function fn,
iterations t,Tmax , parameters of r1, r2, r3, r4, r5, r6, r7,
K1,K2,K3,K4,K5

2: Calculate fitness of fn for each bird Pi
3: Find best bird position Pbest
4: Convert best solution to binary [0, 1]
5: Set t = 1
6: while t ≤ Tmax do
7: for (i = 1 : i < n+ 1) do
8: if (t%2 == 0) then
9: if (r3 < 0.5) then
10: Update the current swimming bird’s position

as:
P(i+ 1) = Pbest (i) − K1.|K2.Pbest (i) − P(i)|

11: else
12: Update the current flying bird’s velocity as:

V (i + 1) = K3V (i) + K4r1(Pbest (i) − P(i)) +

K5r2(PGbest − P(i))
13: Update the current flying bird’s position as:

P(i+ 1) = P(i) + V (i+ 1)
14: end if
15: else
16: Update current agents’ positions as
17: if (r7 < 0.5) then
18: Update agent position by:

P(t + 1) = P(t) + r4sin(r5)|r6PGbest (t)P(t)|
19: else
20: Update agent position by:

P(t + 1) = P(t) + r4cos(r5)|r6PGbest (t)P(t)|
21: end if
22: end if
23: end for
24: Update r1, r2, r3, r4, r5, r6, r7,K1,K2,K3
25: Convert to binary the updated solution by Equation

(12).
26: Calculate objective function fn for each bird Pi
27: Find the best position Pbest
28: end while
29: Return the best solution PGbest
30: Set t = t + 1

B. COMPLEXITY ANALYSIS
The complexity of the proposed bSCWDTO is calculated
in the following steps, where Tmax refers to the maximum
iterations and n number of agents.

• Initialize parameters of the bSCWDTO algorithm:O(1).
• Calculate Fn for each bird Pi: O(n).
• Update positions of swimming birds: O(Tmax × n).
• Update positions of flying birds: O(Tmax × n).
• Update velocities of flying birds: O(Tmax × n).

TABLE 1. Configuration parameters of the competing algorithms.

• Update positions Investigating area around best solution:
O(Tmax × n).

• Calculate updated best solution: O(Tmax × n).
• Calculate Fn for each agent Si: O(Tmax).
• Update bSCWDTO parameters: O(Tmax).
• Convert solution to binary: O(Tmax).
• Obtain best bird Pbest : O(Tmax).
• Obtain the global best bird PGbest : O(1)

Based on the above steps of complexity analysis, the com-
plexity of the proposed bSCWDTO is measured as O(Tmax ×

n). So our algorithm has O(n) time complexity.

V. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS
The experimental evaluations were performed on a Win-
dows 11 PC with an Intel(R) Core(TM) i7 CPU operating
at 2.40 GHz and 16GB of RAM. To implement the proposed
approach, Python 3.9 was utilized. To assess the effectiveness
of the proposed bSCWDTO method, thirty datasets from
the UCI machine learning repository were selected. The
datasets were divided into training, validation, and testing
subsets, all assigned identical random sizes. The KNN classi-
fier was trained using the training subset during the learning
phase. The performance of the resulting model was evaluated
using the testing subset, while the validation subset was
employed for calculating the fitness function of a given solu-
tion. The experimental setup for the proposed approach and
the competing methods are presented in Table 1 and Table 2,
respectively. Each optimizer utilized ten search agents and
executed 80 iterations over 20 independent runs. A k-fold
cross-validation with a value of 10 was applied, using a
k-nearest neighbors approach with a neighborhood size of
5 and employing the KNN classifier.
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TABLE 2. Configuration parameters of the proposed bSCWDTO algorithm.

TABLE 3. Evaluation metrics used in assessing the proposed feature
selection method.

A. EVALUATION METRICS
The achieved results were evaluated based on the criteria
outlined in Table 3. These criteria were employed to assess
the performance of the proposed feature selection method,
as indicated by [57], [58], [59], [60], and [61]. Moreover,
Table 3 provides information on the number of runs (M )
performed by both the proposed algorithm and the competing
optimizers. Within this table, the best solution obtained dur-
ing the jth run is denoted as S∗

j , and its length is represented
by size(S∗

j ). The variable N corresponds to the number of
data points in the test set. Additionally, V̂n and Vn refer to the
predicted and actual values relevant to the evaluation process.

B. THE DATASETS
Experiments were run on thirty datasets in the UCI repos-
itory [62] to assess the efficacy of the proposed algorithm.
A low-dimensional data set with low and high dimensions
and following and small and small in this document has
been accepted for evaluating the performance of the method
provided herein regarding features and samples. Regarding
compression, the KNN classification (with K = 5) employed
in the packing approach is superior. Each dataset is then
evaluated using a cross-comparison technique in the proposed
method. K−1 is used for drilling and verification throughout
the inspection process, while the rest of the stocks are put
through folding tests. The sample size used for testing is iden-
tical to the training data size. Table 4 displays information
about the utilized data set, including the feature and sample
counts.

To ensure the accuracy and reliability of the feature selec-
tion algorithm, it is crucial to preprocess the dataset, consid-
ering the potential presence of missing values. When missing
values are encountered in the dataset features, a prepro-
cessing step is performed to handle them effectively. The
missing values are imputed by averaging the previous and
next non-missing values, providing a reasonable estimate.
Additionally, scaling and normalization of the dataset values
play a vital role in ensuring equitable consideration of all
features by the machine learning model.

This study adopts themin-max scaler as a fundamental data
scaling technique. This approach transforms and constrains
the data features to a standardized range between 0 and 1.
Using the min-max scaler, the data values are rescaled pro-
portionally to their original range, preserving the distribution
characteristics of the dataset. The min-max scaler equation
utilized in this article is as follows:

X ′
=

X − Xmin

Xmax − Xmin

where X ′ represents the scaled value, X denotes the original
value, Xmin represents the minimum value in the dataset, and
Xmax represents the maximum value in the dataset. Applying
the min-max scaler transforms the dataset to a consistent
scale, enabling effective feature selection and subsequent
analysis.

C. THE ACHIEVED RESULTS
The effectiveness of the proposed bSCWDTO optimizer is
measured in terms of the evaluation criteria, including stan-
dard deviation, mean error, worst fitness, best fitness, mean
fitness (Mean), and mean select size, and based on the thirty
UCI machine learning datasets. Several optimization meth-
ods, both single and hybrid methods, are tested along with
the proposed bSCWDTO algorithm to find which of them is
performing best. The singlemethods are the binary variants of
bDTO [46], bSC [56], bPSO [49], bWOA [50], bGWO [51],
bMVO [55], bSBO [52], bGA [53], and bFA [54], where b
denotes the binary output of the optimization method. To fur-
ther elucidate the efficacy of the proposed algorithm, a hybrid
algorithm, bGWO_GA [63], is included in the conducted
experiments.

Table 5 displays the average error, Table 6 presents the
average select size, and Table 7 presents the average fit-
ness achieved by each optimization method. These tables
show that the proposed bSCWDTO method achieves the
best results for all the evaluation criteria and when tested
on all UCI datasets. The proposed algorithm uses the pro-
posed hybrid approach to the best solution, which includes
the optimal subset of features that minimizes error. In these
tables, the average of the chosen features serves as evidence
of the efficiency of the proposed method. The selection of
fewer features indicates that the optimizer is engaging in
feature selection; nonetheless, keeping the error rate as low
as possible is crucial.
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TABLE 4. List of UCI datasets employed in this work.

TABLE 5. The average error measurements based on the selected features using various algorithms.

Table 8 shows the best fitness values, Table 9 displays
the worst fitness values, and Table 10 presents the standard
deviation values obtained from several distinct optimiza-
tion strategies. From these tables, the proposed bSCWDTO
algorithm is clearly shown to be the most stable and resilient
of the algorithms tested, as evidenced by its low standard
deviation compared to other algorithms. Based on the data,
the proposed bSCWDTO algorithm can consistently outper-

form other optimization methods in fitness. All the datasets
show a superior performance from the proposed bSCWDTO
algorithm, demonstrating the proposed approach’s capability
to discover the best subset of features better than the other
strategies.

Statistical analysis is performed to profoundly investi-
gate the performance of the proposed optimization algorithm
based on the achieved results. Table 11 presents the analysis
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TABLE 6. Average select size of the selected features.

TABLE 7. The average fitness of the selected features.

results. This table shows that the proposed algorithm is stable
as the values 10%, 25%, 75%, and 90% corresponding to the
proposed approach are better than those achieved by the other

methods. In addition, the values of mean, median, standard
deviation, lower, upper, Skewness, and Kurtosis are all the
best for the proposed algorithm if compared to other methods.
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TABLE 8. The best fitness of the selected features.

TABLE 9. The worst fitness of the selected features.

These results emphasize the superiority of the proposed opti-
mization algorithm for solving the feature selection problem.

On the other hand, the one-way analysis-of-variance
(ANOVA) test is conducted to study whether there is any
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TABLE 10. The standard deviation fitness of the selected features.

TABLE 11. The statistical analysis of the achieved results using the proposed and other competing methods.

statistical difference between the means of optimization
methods included in the conducted experiments. Table 12
depicts the test results. From this table, it can be noted the

p-value is less than 0.05, and F is 255.9. Therefore, there
is a statistically significant difference between the means of
the optimization methods. Moreover, there is a statistically
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TABLE 12. ANOVA test results when the proposed feature selection method and the other methods are applied to the adopted datasets.

TABLE 13. p-values of Wilcoxon’s rank-sum using the proposed approach compared to other methods (p > 0.05 are underlined).

FIGURE 2. Convergence time of the proposed approach with comparison
to other approaches.

significant difference between the means of the optimization
methods.

In addition, the Wilcoxon rank-sum test is performed to
determine the significance levels of the proposed bSCWDTO
algorithm concerning existing meta-heuristic algorithms.
When comparing the proposed algorithm’s output to other
algorithms, this test can assist in revealing whether or not the
results differ significantly. The proposed algorithm’s findings

FIGURE 3. Average error of the results achieved by the proposed and
other optimization algorithms.

differ substantially from the compared methods if the p-value
is less than 0.05. In contrast, insignificant results are indicated
by a p-value greater than 0.05. The worst p-values in Table 13
are those larger than 0.05, which is the significance level
used. When comparing the proposed technique to others, the
table shows that the p-values obtained using this test are less
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TABLE 14. The time (seconds) consumed by the feature selection algorithms applied to the UCI benchmark datasets.

than 0.05. The results prove the statistical significance and
superiority of the bSCWDTO method.

To prove the efficiency of the proposed algorithm, addi-
tional experiment is conducted to measure the convergence
time of the feature selection process consumed by the pro-
posed approach and the other feature selection methods.
Figure 2. In this figure, it can be noted that the proposed
algorithm can reach the optimal set of features in less number
of iterations when compared to the other methods. In addi-
tion, the measurement of the run time consumed by each
algorithm when applied to each set of the 30 benchmark
datasets is presented in Table 14. This table clearly shows that
the proposed algorithm achieves the smallest time required
to find the best set of features for each dataset. The average
time in the last row of this table emphasizes the speed of
the proposed approach when compared to the other feature
selection methods.

D. VISUAL REPRESENTATION OF THE RESULTS
The visual representation of the results achieved by the pro-
posed method in comparison to the other methods is depicted
in Figure 5, Figure 4, and Figure 3. The comparison depicted
in these figures emphasizes the proposed approach’s effec-
tiveness and superiority compared to the other methods.

The proposed algorithm’s stability is depicted here com-
pared to existing methods. Figure 6 shows the averaged error,
average size, average mean, best fitness, worst fitness, and

standard deviation fitness across all the thirty datasets inves-
tigated using the various optimization methods. It is clear
from these results that the proposed bSCWDTO algorithm
outperforms all of the competing optimization methods.

E. DISCUSSION
The primary objective of our research was to evaluate the
performance of the proposed feature selection algorithm,
bSCWDTO, compared to other existing algorithms, includ-
ing the original SC and DTO algorithms. Our experiments
were conducted using thirty datasets, and the results indi-
cate that the proposed algorithm consistently outperformed
the compared algorithms in terms of fitness value for the
selected features. Notably, the bSCWDTO algorithm demon-
strated exceptional performance by achieving the lowest
fitness value among all tested algorithms. This achieve-
ment highlights the algorithm’s ability to identify the most
optimal subset of features across diverse datasets. Further-
more, the proposed algorithm exhibited the lowest standard
deviation compared to the other algorithms, which empha-
sizes its stability and robustness. The quantitative evaluation
metrics further support the superiority of the proposed fea-
ture selection algorithm. On average, it achieved an error
rate of 0.607174, a select size of 0.615652, and a fitness
value of 1.09021. Additionally, it achieved the best fitness
value of 0.991305 and the worst fitness value of 1.34082.
These results surpass state-of-the-art feature selection meth-
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FIGURE 4. Histogram of average error for the results achieved by the optimization algorithms.

FIGURE 5. The Residual, Homoscedasticity, QQ, and Heatmap plots of the ANOVA test results.

ods when applied to the thirty benchmark datasets. The
outcomes of our research confirm that the proposed approach
significantly improves the quality of the selected features.
Based on these compelling results, we highly recommend

using the bSCWDTO algorithm for various feature selection
tasks. Its superior performance, stability, and robustnessmake
it a valuable tool in improving classification accuracy and
enhancing the overall efficiency of machine learning models.
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TABLE 15. The measured best fitness, worst fitness, median fitness, mean fitness, and standard deviation fitness resulted from the application of the
proposed SCWDTO to CEC2017 in 10k.

TABLE 16. Experimental results of GWO, PSO, SFS and SCWDTO over 51 independent runs on 29 test functions of 10 variables with 100,000 FES.

VI. CONCLUSION
Applying feature selection to the data set before the learning
phase is crucial to increase the effectiveness of the classifi-

cation process. To extract the most relevant features from a
dataset, a feature selection method first explores all potential
subsets of features. It then picks the best one based on an
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TABLE 17. The convergence of time resulting from different values of SCWDTO’s parameters.

FIGURE 7. The sensitivity analysis of the convergence time.

FIGURE 8. Histogram of the convergence time.

evaluation metric. To pick the best subset of features for
various problems, this work proposed a hybrid approach
called bSCWDTO, a binary DTO algorithm based on the SC

algorithm and used in conjunction with the KNN classifier.
In the proposed algorithm, the original DTO is used to expand
the search space and the SC to expand the diversity of the
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TABLE 18. The convergence of fitness resulting from different values of SCWDTO’s parameters.

FIGURE 9. The sensitivity analysis of the convergence fitness.

FIGURE 10. Histogram of the convergence fitness.

population. The continuous values were discretized using
the sigmoid function to apply the proposed algorithm to the
feature selection problem. Experiments were conducted on

thirty UCI machine learning repository datasets to exam-
ine the algorithm’s stability and robustness. The achieved
results were compared with those obtained using the bDTO,
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TABLE 19. Statistical analysis applied to the results of the sensitivity analysis of the convergence time.

TABLE 20. ANOVA test applied to the results of the sensitivity analysis of the convergence time.

TABLE 21. Wilcoxon signed-rank test applied to the results of the sensitivity analysis of the convergence time.

TABLE 22. Statistical analysis applied to the results of the sensitivity analysis of the convergence fitness.

TABLE 23. ANOVA test applied to the sensitivity analysis results of the convergence fitness.

bSC, bPSO, bWOA, bGWO, bMVO, bSBO, bGA, and bFA
optimization algorithms. As proved by the outcomes, the
proposed bSCWDTO algorithm is superior. The proposed
approach is planned to be evaluated in further work on contin-
uous and engineering problems with constraints. In addition,
the proposed approach will be evaluated in terms of the
CEC2019 problems to give additional evidence of its robust-
ness, superiority, and generalization.

APPENDIX
In this appendix, an additional investigation of the effective-
ness of the proposed optimization algorithm is performed
to prove its efficiency in continuous optimization problems.
This appendix consists of two scenarios, the first is the opti-
mization of CEC2017 functions using the continuous version
of the proposed optimization algorithm. Whereas the second
scenario is the sensitivity analysis of the proposed algorithm.
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FIGURE 11. The residual, Homoscedasticity, QQ, and heatmap of the ANOVA test applied to the fitness sensitivity.

TABLE 24. Wilcoxon signed-rank test applied to the sensitivity analysis of the convergence fitness results.

A. CEC2017
For the CEC2017 benchmark problems, the proposed
SCWDTO algorithm has proven very useful. The GWO,
PSO, and SFS algorithms are three existing methods that
this one outperforms. The SCWDTO algorithm has improved
exploration and exploitation capabilities using the sine-cosine
weighting method and the dipper-throated mechanism. The
algorithm dynamically balances exploration and exploita-
tion based on the sine and cosine functions for improved
convergence to optimal solutions. However, GWO, PSO,
and SFS algorithms often use inefficient methods of finding
optimal solutions, such as predetermined weight values or
random search strategies. Second, the SCWDTO algorithm

excels at solving complex optimization problems. Because
of its dipper-throated mechanism and sine-cosine weight-
ing, it can efficiently go across high-dimensional solution
spaces, avoiding the curse of dimensionality. In contrast,
scalability is a common problem for GWO, PSO, and SFS
algorithms, making it hard to explore and exploit solutions
in large-scale problems accurately. Third, the SCWDTO
algorithm has a robust global exploration potential because
of the special combination of the sine-cosine weighting and
the dipper-throated processes. Since GWO, PSO, and SFS
can become stuck in suboptimal portions of the search space,
this one has a leg up on them when breaking free of local
optima. In addressing the CEC2017 benchmark problems, the
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proposed SCWDTO algorithm is superior to the GWO, PSO,
and SFS algorithms. Improved exploration and exploitation,
effective management of high-dimensional problems, and
reliable global exploration are all made possible by the
system’s novel combination of sine-cosine weighting and
dipper-throated methods. These features make the SCWDTO
algorithm a potentially helpful tool for solving challeng-
ing optimization problems. Table 15 presents the results
of the best, worst, median, mean, and standard deviation
fitness achieved by the proposed SCWDTO algorithm for
the 29 CEC2017 benchmark functions. In addition, the results
applying the proposed optimization algorithm and three other
competing algorithms, GWO, PSO, and SFS, are presented
in Table 16. These results confirm the superiority of the
proposed optimization algorithm in solving the CEC2017
benchmark functions.

B. SENSITIVITY ANALYSIS
A sensitivity analysis is conducted to understand further
how the proposed SCWDTO method performs and behaves
with different values of its parameters. The method’s perfor-
mance can be fine-tuned and optimized for certain problem
domains by studying its sensitivity to parameter alterations.
The population size is an important input to the SCWDTO
algorithm. By conducting a sensitivity analysis, we may learn
how changing the population size impacts the algorithm’s
convergence time and the quality of its solution. It aids in
determining the optimum population size that allows for both
exploration and exploitation. There is some evidence that
larger populations improve exploration at the expense of
computing cost, while smaller populations are more prone
to premature convergence and less-than-optimal solutions.
The maximum number of iterations or generations is another
key factor to examine. The convergence behavior of the
algorithm and the best stopping criterion can be evaluated
by adjusting this value. By performing a sensitivity analysis,
one may determine when further iterations will no longer
significantly increase the quality of the answer and so save
computational time. The sensitivity analysis can also exam-
ine how changing the crossover rate or weighting factor
affects the algorithm’s performance. Sensitivity analysis can
be used to determine the best settings for these parame-
ters, which affect the algorithm’s exploration-exploitation
trade-off. Researchers can learn about the resilience and
adaptability of SCWDTO in various problem domains by
assessing how the algorithm responds to varying values of
its parameters. The effect of the dipper-throated mechanism
on the algorithm’s efficacy can also be investigated through
sensitivity analysis. The dipper-throated parameter controls
the depth to which a creature will venture into unknown ter-
ritory. Understanding the algorithm’s sensitivity to changes
in exploration and exploitation might help fine-tune that bal-
ance for individual optimization tasks. Sensitivity analysis
is a must to learn how the SCWDTO algorithm acts and
find the sweet spot for its settings. Understanding how the
algorithm’s parameters affect convergence, solution quality,

and the exploration-exploitation trade-off is aided by this tool.
Systematic sensitivity analysis allows for further refinement
and customization of the SCWDTO algorithm, making it
applicable to various practical optimization problems.

1) SENSITIVITY ANALYSIS OF THE CONVERGENCE TIME
The proposed SCWDTO algorithm’s convergence time is an
essential metric for sensitivity analysis. Table 17 presents the
resulting convergence of time for the changes of each param-
eter used in the proposed SCWDTO algorithm. In addition,
Figure 7 and Figure 8 show the sensitivity and histogram of
the convergence time. The time it takes for an algorithm to
converge to a reasonable solution or meet another stopping
requirement is meant here. The algorithm’s efficiency and
efficacy in addressing optimization issues can be learned
by examining the convergence time. During a sensitivity
analysis, researchers can examine the time required for
convergence by changing factors like population size, the
maximum number of iterations, and the control parame-
ters. Researchers can evaluate the algorithm’s sensitivity to
these parameters and determine which combinations result in
faster convergence without compromising solution quality by
monitoring the convergence time under different parameter
settings. If an algorithm can swiftly converge to optimal or
near-optimal solutions, that’s a good thing. Convergence time
and solution quality are two factors that must be balanced.
An algorithm may converge quickly, yet its results may be
less than ideal. In this way, sensitivity analysis speeds up the
algorithm’s convergence and guarantees its continued preci-
sionwhen solving the problem. Furthermore, the convergence
time can be investigated for numerous problem domains and
benchmark functions via sensitivity analysis. The algorithm’s
robustness is evaluated across various problem dimensions,
sizes, and types. It’s helpful since it shows how the algorithm
handles different kinds of optimization issues and how well it
scales. In addition, sensitivity analysis can show if there are
any compromises between convergence speed and comput-
ing power. Some choices of parameters may result in faster
convergence, albeit at the expense of more CPU time. Using
sensitivity analysis, scientists may zero in on the parameter
settings that strike the best balance between fast convergence
and low computing cost. In general, the sensitivity analysis
of the SCWDTO method relies heavily on the convergence
time. Optimizing the algorithm’s performance, balancing
convergence time and solution quality, and ensuring optimal
resource use can be achieved by studying the algorithm’s
convergence behavior under varied parameter settings and
problem domains.

The statistical analysis results help to understand how long
it will take for the proposed SCWDTO algorithm to converge
as presented in Table 19. Descriptive statistics for a sample
size of 20 values are provided for the parameters r1, r2, r3,
r4, r5, r6, r7, K1, and K2. The fastest observed convergence
time for any given parameter ranges from 7.363 to 7.386,
where 7.363 is the minimum value. To better understand
how convergence times are distributed, we can look at the
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25th, median, and 75th percentiles, with the median being
the typical number. Variability in convergence times is rep-
resented by a range from 0.485 to 0.531, where 0.485 is the
minimum, and 0.531 is the maximum. All parameters have
a mean convergence time between 7.546 and 7.681, with
r1’s averaging 7.608 seconds, r2’s averaging 7.567 seconds,
and so on. Convergence times show reasonably constant
behavior across parameters, as measured by the standard
deviation, which ranges from 0.1624 to 0.1932. Indicating
how confident one can be in the calculated means, the stan-
dard error of the mean approximates the sample mean’s
precision. The total observed convergence time ranges from
150.9 to 153.6, calculated by adding the convergence times
for each of the sample’s parameters. The statistical evalua-
tion provides a wide-ranging survey of the features affecting
SCWDTO’s convergence time. Convergence times, along
with their range, mean, variability, and consistency, are high-
lighted so researchers can evaluate the algorithm’s effective-
ness and make educated decisions about parameter adjust-
ment and optimization.

The ANOVA table details the treatment-specific (between
columns), residual-specific (within columns), and total-
specific variance components and degrees of freedom, as pre-
sented in Table 20. The treatment SS captures the variance
that can be traced to the various parameter settings. At the
same time, the residual SS accounts for the variation that
cannot be assigned to any one setting. The sum of the SS
quantifies the complete range of values during the conver-
gence time. By comparing the treatment MS to the residual
MS, we can obtain the F-statistic. In this situation, the F
value is 1.335 (DFn, DFd), where DFn is the number of
degrees of freedom associated with the treatment, and DFd
is the number of degrees of freedom associated with the
residual. The corresponding p-value of 0.02290 represents
the statistical likelihood of observing this outcome due to
chance alone. The ANOVA test indicates significant differ-
ences in convergence time between the various parameter
configurations because the p-value (P = 0.02290) is less than
the predetermined significance level. To isolate the specific
pairwise changes between the configurations that contribute
to these substantial variations, however, more post hoc testing
would be required. Using the ANOVA test, Researchers can
infer the effect of various parameter settings on the SCWDTO
algorithm’s temporal convergence. There appears to be a
statistically significant relationship between the parameter
configurations and the convergence time, suggesting that this
topic deserves more attention.

Time convergence from a sensitivity study of the pro-
posed SCWDTO method was subjected to the Wilcoxon test,
also known as the Wilcoxon signed-rank test, as presented
in Table 21. The test yielded the following findings: The
SCWDTO algorithm’s r1, r2, r3, r4, r5, r6, r7, K1, and K2
were put to the test. All parameters had their theoretical
means set to zero, and their respective average convergence
times were then determined. Twenty values were explored
for every parameter. The t-values and degrees of freedom

(df) from one-sample t-tests on each parameter are provided.
All parameters have two-tailed p-values smaller than 0.0001,
as computed. According to the summary of p-values, there
were statistically significant deviations from the theoreti-
cal mean in the convergence times for all parameters. The
variance between the observed and expected convergence
times was calculated for each parameter. The discrepancies
were analyzed by computing their standard deviation (SD)
and standard error of the mean (SEM), which shed light on
their variability and accuracy. A range estimate of the real
disparity was produced for each parameter using the 95%
confidence intervals. The R-squared (partial eta squared)
values were also determined, showing what percentage of
the overall convergence time variation may be attributed to
parameter variations. R-squared values near 1 indicated high
degrees of correlation between the parameters and the conver-
gence time. According to the Wilcoxon test, the SCWDTO
algorithm’s convergence time is considerably impacted by
all of its parameters. The mean’s standard deviations and
standard errors were minimal for the estimations supplied by
the differences between the observed and theoretical mean
convergence periods. High R-squared values indicate strong
correlations between parameter differences and the observed
convergence time. These results highlight the significance of
proper parameter selection in achieving the fastest possible
SCWDTO convergence time.

2) SENSITIVITY ANALYSIS OF THE CONVERGENCE FITNESS
Results from the proposed SCWDTO optimization method
were subjected to a sensitivity analysis of the convergence
fitness for different parameters r1, r2, r3, r4, r5, r6, r7,
K1, and K2 values. Table 18 presents the resulting con-
vergence of fitness for the changes of each parameter used
in the proposed SCWDTO algorithm. In addition, Figure 9
and Figure 10 show the sensitivity and histogram of the
convergence fitness. The fitness values for each parameter
combination were recorded and evaluated to learn how they
affected the algorithm’s ability to converge. The fitness val-
ues associated with the optimization algorithm’s parameter
settings are listed in the table below. Parameter values and
their corresponding fitness ratings are shown in the columns,
while rows represent possible parameter combinations. Sev-
eral conclusions can be drawn from this table. First, it is
clear that the fitness values associated with various parameter
settings differ. A fitness value of 74.503 is achieved with
r1 = 0.05, whereas a value of 73.629 is attained with r1 =

0.5. This suggests that the algorithm’s fitness for convergence
can be influenced by adjusting r1. Other factors, such as
r2, r3, r4, r5, r6, r7, K1, and K2, also show fitness value
changes. Changing the parameters causes a noticeable shift
in the fitness values, indicating that they also affect the con-
vergence fitness. Additional investigation of the parameter
combinations is needed for a thorough sensitivity analysis.
It is feasible to determine whether values of the parameters
lead to more or lesser convergence fitness by comparing the
fitness values across different parameter settings. This study
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is useful for learning how the algorithm responds to changes
in its parameters and for determining which values to use for
those parameters to achieve the desired level of convergence.
In conclusion, the impact of different parameters on the per-
formance of the SCWDTO optimization algorithm is shown
by a sensitivity analysis of the convergence fitness based on
the results obtained. Insights into the algorithm’s sensitivity
to different parameter values can be gleaned by comparing the
fitness values corresponding to different parameter combina-
tions. We can enhance its convergence properties with this
information by fine-tuning the method and choosing suitable
parameter settings.

The statistical tests conducted on the proposed SCWDTO
algorithm yield useful information about its convergence fit-
ness as presented in Table 22. Each of the parameters r1, r2,
r3, r4, r5, r6, r7, K1, and K2 are analyzed with a sample size
of 20 values. The results provide the minimum, maximum,
average, and consistency of fitness levels, giving researchers
a basis for judging the algorithm’s efficacy and making deci-
sions about fitness evaluation and optimization. The lowest
observed fitness levels attained during convergence havemin-
imum values between 73.14 and 73.41, respectively. As a
central tendency measure, the median is a value halfway
between the 25th and 75th percentiles, depicting the distri-
bution of fitness values. The range, defined as the difference
between the least and maximum values, spans from 1.156 to
1.379, illustrating the spectrum of fitness levels. The aver-
age fitness for each parameter ranges from 73.74 to 74.04,
with r1 averaging 73.74, r2 averaging 74.04, and so on.
Variability in fitness levels around the mean is measured by
the standard deviation, which varies from 0.2804 to 0.4819,
suggesting a wide range of dispersion. Indicating how con-
fident one can be in the calculated means, the standard
error of the mean approximates the sample mean’s preci-
sion. The overall fitness achieved in the sample was between
1475 and 1481, and it was calculated by adding the fitness
values for each parameter. Overall, the statistical analysis
tells us much about the SCWDTO algorithm’s fitness for
convergence.

The ANOVA table details the treatment-specific (between
columns), residual-specific (within columns), and total-
specific variance components and degrees of freedom, as pre-
sented in Table 23 and as shown in the plots of Figure 11.
The treatment SS captures the variance that can be traced
to the various parameter settings. At the same time, the
residual SS accounts for the variation that cannot be assigned
to any one setting. The sum of SS can be considered
a measure of the fitness convergence’s overall variability.
By comparing the treatment MS to the residual MS, we can
obtain the F-statistic. The degrees of freedom associated
with the treatment (DFn) and the residual (DFd) add up
to a total of 1.159 for the F statistic. The corresponding
p-value of 0.03265 represents the statistical likelihood of
observing this outcome due to chance alone. The ANOVA
p-value (P = 0.03265) is below the set statistical signifi-
cance threshold, suggesting that different parameter settings

produce significantly different fitness convergent distribu-
tions. This indicates that the parameter settings significantly
affect the SCWDTO algorithm’s convergence. However, post
hoc testing or additional research is required to identify
the specific pairwise differences across the configurations
that account for these substantial changes. Researchers can
learn how different sets of parameters affect the SCWDTO
algorithm’s fitness convergence with the help of the ANOVA
test. These results show that careful choice of parameter
values is necessary to achieve optimal method convergence.
Researchers can use these results to fine-tune the algorithm
and select appropriate parameters for the desired fitness
convergence.

The fitness convergence from the sensitivity analysis of
the proposed SCWDTO algorithm was examined using the
Wilcoxon test, especially the Wilcoxon signed-rank test,
as presented in Table 24. Here are what we found in our
tests: The SCWDTO algorithm’s parameters K1, K2, K3,
K4, K5, K6, and r7 were put to the test. We first fixed the
theoretical mean fitness convergence to zero for all param-
eters to compute the true values for mean convergence.
Twenty values were explored for every parameter. T-values
and degrees of freedom (df) were calculated using one-
sample t-tests on each parameter. All parameters have two-
tailed p-values below 0.0001, according to our calculations.
According to the summary p-values, there are statistically
significant deviations from the predicted mean in fitness
convergence for all parameters. The deviations from the the-
oretical mean fitness convergence were calculated for each
variable. To learn more about the variability and accuracy
of the discrepancies, we computed their standard deviation
(SD) and standard error of the mean (SEM). In addition, 95%
confidence intervals were determined to approximate the
likely range in which the disparities fall. R-squared values,
also called partial eta-squared values, were calculated and
determined to equal 1. This means that every variation in the
data may be attributed to differences in fitness convergence.
The Wilcoxon test shows that the fitness convergence of all
SCWDTO algorithm parameters varies significantly from the
theoretical mean. Consistently small standard deviations and
standard errors of the mean characterize the gaps between
observed and predicted mean values of convergence. The
high values of R2 indicate a robust correlation between the
parameter deviations and themeasurable fitness convergence.
These results highlight the significance of picking suitable
parameter values to maximize the SCWDTO algorithm’s fit-
ness convergence. Using the Wilcoxon test, we can see that
the parameters we choose significantly affect the algorithm’s
fitness convergence. These findings can help researchers
identify optimal parameter settings for the algorithm during
fine-tuning.
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