
Received 23 June 2023, accepted 14 July 2023, date of publication 20 July 2023, date of current version 28 July 2023.

Digital Object Identifier 10.1109/ACCESS.2023.3297505

Introduction of Double-Stator Synchronous
Reluctance Motor and Modeling
AMIN MAHMOUDI 1, (Senior Member, IEEE), EMAD ROSHANDEL 1, (Member, IEEE),
SOLMAZ KAHOURZADE 2, (Member, IEEE), AND WEN L. SOONG 3, (Senior Member, IEEE)
1College of Science and Engineering, Flinders University, Adelaide, SA 5042, Australia
2STEM, University of South Australia, Adelaide, SA 5000, Australia
3School of Electrical and Electronic Engineering, The University of Adelaide, Adelaide, SA 5005, Australia

Corresponding author: Emad Roshandel (emad.roshandel@flinders.edu.au)

ABSTRACT This paper introduces a double-stator synchronous reluctance motor (DS-SynRM) as a solution
for reducing the torque ripple of single-stator synchronous reluctance motors (SS-SynRMs). To speed up
the design and performance parameter prediction of the DS-SynRM, a magnetic equivalent circuit (MEC)
is proposed. To ensure accurate performance prediction of the motor designs using the MEC, a saturation
factor is considered in the proposed MEC based on finite element analysis (FEA) results. The accuracy of
the developed MEC is validated using 2-D FEA results. A design algorithm based on the proposed MEC in
the dq reference frame is introduced. The study investigates four different DS-SynRM designs with similar
volume based on the proposed design algorithm. The performance parameters of the proposed designs are
compared with a conventional SS-SynRM and two previously introduced single-stator SynRMs constructed
by expensive materials (i.e., dual phase materials). The simulation results demonstrate the capability of
the DS-SynRM in production of a similar torque compared to the SS-SynRM. It is shown that the proper
adjustment of the second stator location produces a lower torque ripple using the DS-SynRM topology.

INDEX TERMS Double-stator SynRM, high-power density, high-torque density, magnetic equivalent
circuit, synchronous-reluctance motor.

I. INTRODUCTION
Permanent magnet (PM) motors are currently one of the most
common type of motors for high-torque applications such
as electric vehicles and conveyors [1], [2]. However, they
suffer from two main drawbacks: high price and possibil-
ity of demagnetization [3]. Synchronous-reluctance motors
(SynRMs) are proposed as an alternative for PM machines in
industrial applications [4], [5].
Although SynRMs are low-cost and robust, they generally

suffer from a relatively low power density (0.1-0.2 kW/kg),
high torque ripple (30%-70%), and low power factor (0.5-
0.7) [6]. The most promising way of increasing the torque
density in SynRMs is the placement of PMs into the rotor
flux-barriers, which results in a PM-assisted SynRM [7].
The use of PM in SynRMs compensates the low power fac-
tor of SynRMs but for rare-earth magnets this significantly
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increases the cost. The low power factor of SynRMs increases
the power rating of the required inverter [8]. Compared to the
NdFeB magnets that are usually used in permanent-magnet
synchronous machines (PMSM), ferrite PMs have a lower
cost which results in a cheaper synchronous machine [9].
However, these PMs are prone to demagnetization under
the strong magnetic fields associated with short-circuit or
overload conditions which may occur in real-life operation
[10].

Reddy et al. introduced the idea of using dual-phase (DP)
materials in the structure of SynRMs [11]. DPmaterials allow
the magnetic permeability of the lamination material to be
changed from acting as a ferromagnetic material to a dia-
magneticmaterial at different locations in a single lamination.
This feature allows the rotor ribs to benefit from diamagnetic
characteristics which leads to a better performance in the
constant-torque region (about 7%higher torque in this region)
as well as a significant performance improvement in the
constant-power region (about 300% increase in power at the
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maximum speed) [11]. Disadvantages of this material are
the high cost and the necessity of a special manufacturing
process.

In [12], the authors proposed a SynRM using high-quality
cold-rolled grain-oriented electrical steel to reduce the mag-
netic permeability of the rotor ribs while the torque ripple
of the machine is reduced by a special rotor slot pitch angle
design. Although reducing the rib flux leads to higher torque
density, it offers only limited torque improvements. The ribs
tend to saturate and therefore their adverse effect on the
performance of the machine is marginal.

Although using a two-stator structure is a well-studied
concept for PM motors [13], switched reluctance motors
(SRMs) [14], and axial-flux motors [15], it has not been
reported for SynRMs. In the double-stator structure, the
torque-producing surface of the machine (i.e., the airgap) is
increased to enhance the torque density. Such a structure may
result in a larger torque ripple in comparison to a single-stator
SRM [16]. However, a recent comparative study [17] shows
that the torque ripple of a double-stator PM-assisted SynRM
machine can be lower than the single-stator design.

Although some types of double-stator machines have been
studied previously in [13], [14], [15], [16], and [17], the
detailed construction information and design formulas were
not reported.

This paper introduces a double-stator design for the
SynRM which has not been previously studied in the liter-
ature. Figure 1 shows the 2-D view of the cross section of
the proposed double-stator motor. In the proposed double-
stator structure, the inner stator is surrounded by the
rotor. The proposed double-stator synchronous reluctance
motor (DS-SynRM) has a comparable power density (about
2.5kW/liter) with published single-stator SynRMmotors [11]
and [12] while using lower cost materials.

FIGURE 1. Proposed mechanical design of the double-stator SynRM.

Finite-element analysis (FEA) is accurate but is not a
computationally-efficient technique for the optimal design
of electric machines. A magnetic equivalent circuit (MEC)
model with an acceptable accuracy can be a suitable sub-
stitute for FEA when an optimization study is needed [18].
Despite previous work on amagnetic equivalent circuit-based
(MEC-based) design procedure for the single-stator SynRM

(SS-SynRM) [19], there is no published work for the
double-stator SynRM using MEC. This paper develops a
MEC-based design for the DS-SynRM using the design strat-
egy for SS-SynRM in [19]. The accuracy of the proposed
MEC-based model is improved by the consideration of a
saturation factor for the proposed model.

The proposed DS-SynRM structure uses the available
space between the shaft and airgap of the SS-SynRM to
accommodate the second stator. Therefore, the material cost
of the DS-SynRM and SS-SynRM is similar. The DS-SynRM
manufacturing cost is higher than the SS-SynRMs however
the double stator topology allows reducing the torque ripple
in SynRMs via appropriate alignment of the stators.

The proposed design method is largely based on the esti-
mation of d- and q-axes inductances of the machine using the
MEC. This method not only considers the effect of the num-
ber of barriers and their shape, but also investigates different
parameters such as flux leakage and iron saturation. In this
study, finite-element analysis (FEA) is utilized to improve the
accuracy of the MEC simulations.

A comprehensive study is conducted to demonstrate
the superior performance of the DS-SynRM against the
SS-SynRMs. Various designs of the DS-SynRMs are studied
to show the accuracy of the proposed approach in the estima-
tion of the machine performance parameters. The proposed
design offers a comparable torque density and power factor
with the SS-SynRMs. Considering the low torque ripple of
DS-SynRMs, they are promising for application in transport
electrification.

II. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
The MEC-based design which comes from the estimation
of reluctances has been a widely-used method to design
single-stator SynRMs [19]. The proposed MEC model uses
the MEC equations of the SS-SynRM available in [19]. MEC
methods allow more rapid analysis of the electric machines
than finite element analysis (FEA) and are generally better
suited to optimization studies.

Figure 2 shows 2-D and exploded views of a conventional
SS-SynRM and the proposed DS-SynRM. The design param-
eters of Figure 2(a) determine theMECmodel and are used to
estimate the reluctance and MEC parameters of the proposed
DS-SynRM of Figure 2(c). Figures 2(b) and (d) illustrate
the exploded views of a single- and double- stator SynRM
structures, respectively.

Figure 3 shows the developed MEC of the double-stator
SynRM. The highlighted sections illustrate the MEC of a
conventional SS-SynRM. The second stator MEC is added
to the d-q axes MEC of the SS-SynRM.

The second stator increases the stator’s specific electric
loading, which leads to higher electromagnetic torque in com-
parison to a single-stator SynRM with the same volume [20].
The design procedure considers the MEC of the machine

to determine the dimensions. TheMEC is faster than the FEA
which leads to an increase of the design speed. Therefore, the
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FIGURE 2. 2-D cross-section and 3D exploded views of the single-stator
and double-stator SynRMs, α: total arc of a pole (rad); lai : total thickness
of the inner barriers; lao: total thickness of the outer barriers; lki :
thickness of each barrier near the inner stator; lko: thickness of each
barrier near the outer stator; lyi : yoke thickness of the inner stator; lyo:
yoke thickness of the outer stator; ri : inner airgap radius; ro: outer airgap
radius; Ski : width of each barrier near the inner stator; Sko: width of each
barrier near the outer stator. length of kth segments of the rotor barriers
near the inner and outer stators are shown by Sgki and Sgko.

FIGURE 3. MEC of the proposed double-stator SynRM; mmfq and mmfd
show equivalent magnetic motive force (mmf) of the stator windings
along the q- and d-axis; ϕdms and ϕqms are the magnetic fluxes along
d-axis and q-axis; ϕdks and ϕqks show the per-unit values of d- or q- axis
airgap fluxes which goes through the related branch of the rotor; Vqms:
magnetic potential along the q-axis; g: length of the inner and outer
airgaps; lms: the length of the middle tangential segment. Sms: the width
of the middle tangential segment; Pg,Pb, and Pms are the per-unit values
of airgap, barriers, and middle segment reluctances.

d-q axis reluctances are required to complete the magnetic
equivalent circuit of the double-stator SynRM. In the pro-
posed MEC, a number of reluctances are considered to
increase themodel accuracy. As shown in Figure 2, the barrier
reluctances are along the q-axis and the available airgap
between the rotor near the inner and outer stators are the only
reluctances of the machine along with d-axis. Rgi and Rgo
are the airgap reluctances in front of each segment while Rbi
and Rbo are the barrier reluctances in the proposed double-
stator MEC. These reluctances are calculated as follow:

Rgi =
g

µ0Agki
, Rgo =

g
µ0Agko

Rbi =
lki

µ0Aki
, Rbo =

lko
µ0Ako

(1)

The reluctance of the middle tangential segment (Rms) is
calculated by (2), where Ams shows the area of the middle
tangential segment.

Rms =
lms

µ0µrAms
(2)

The inner and outer stator radii (ri and ro) are required to
calculate the end surface of the k th segment of the rotor
barriers near the inner and outer stators (Agk ) and the surface
of the layer near the inner and outer stators (Ak ). Using a
constant stack length enables per unitizing the permeances
by this value. Thus, per-unit permeances are defined where
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the barrier lengths are used in the denominator instead of the
surface area.

The numbered indices in the MEC in Figure 3, indicate the
segments and barriers from the largest to the smallest where
i and o indices indicate the inner and outer stators. Using the
MEC help simplify the model analysis and allows finding the
d-q axes mmfs using the staircase function [19]. The staircase
function uses the machine geometry to find the average mmf
of each segment when the current is along the q-axis (fk ).
If the rated magnetic flux density of Bfe is imposed on the
motor iron, themagnetic loading factor is calculated as below:

b = Bd/Bfe (3)

where Bd is the peak of the fundamental of the airgap flux
density. Note that 1.5T is assumed for Bfe in this paper
because this is the start of the saturation region for most of
commercial lamination materials. The ratio of the magnetic
flux densities defined by (3) is the per-unit value for flux
density which is required for calculation of the d-axis current
and flux linkage. It is reasonable to assume a sinusoidal flux
density in the airgap for a well-designed machine.

III. DESIGN OF THE PROPOSED DOUBLE-STATOR SYNRM
The design process and the developed MEC for the
DS-SynRM is similar to the SS-SynRM. According to
Figure 3, the MEC for the outer and inner stators are the same
and the difference is in the dimensions. The windings of the
inner and outer stators are connected in series with each other.
Thus, the obtained inductances from the MEC for each stator
are summed.

To find the main dimensions of the double-stator SynRM
design, the following assumptions are made:

• The number of inner and outer stator slots are equal.
• The average magnetic flux densities of the inner and
outer airgaps are equal. It means that the total magnetic
flux and yoke thickness (lyi) and tooth height (lti) of the
inner stator are proportional to the outer stator’s yoke
thickness (lyo) and tooth height (lto) times the ratio of
outer to inner airgap radius shown in (4) and (5).

lyi =
ri
ro

(
lyo
)

(4)

lti =
ri
ro

(lto) (5)

• The equality of the average magnetic flux density in the
tooth allows to calculate the inner stator tooth width (wti)
based on the outer stator tooth width (wto) as follows:

wti =
ri
ro

(wto) (6)

• Both stators have similar electrical loading. This
requires the slot areas of the outer (Asloto) and inner
(Asloti) stators to be proportional to their respective air-
gap radii.

Asloti =
ri
ro

(Asloto) (7)

• The current densities of the inner and outer stators are
equal.

One of the important factors in the design of the SynRM is
the ratio of the rotor’s air and iron (kai). The role of kai is the
determination of the amount of rotor’s air as written in (8).

2Rsh + 2lyi + 2lyo + lai(1 + kai) + lao(1 + kai)

+2lti + 2lto = 2Rs (8)

Table 1 lists the design equations of the proposedDS-SynRM.
As shown in Figure 3, these equations are similar to the
SS-SynRM from the MEC point of view. So, it is only
required to use the inner stator relevant dimensions to find
the inductances from the MEC.

TABLE 1. Design equations of the proposed double-stator SynRM.

To simplify the rotor design, it is assumed that the reluc-
tance of the barriers is constant. This leads to choosing the
thickness of each barrier proportional to its width while an
equal thickness of iron segments is considered.

In the SS-SynRM design, the ratio of rotor and stator
radii (xSS ), which is called the rotor/stator split ratio, is used
as a variable to achieve different torques and power factors.

To compare the performance of the double-stator machine
with the single-stator SynRM, equation (10) is used to calcu-
late its rotor/stator split ratio. Note that the variation of the
rotor air to iron ratio (kai) results in different values of ri, ro,
lto, and lyo and hence xDS .
According to (9) and (11), the value of magnetic loading

defined by (3) is needed to determine the yoke and tooth
thicknesses. In these equations, P is the number of pole pairs.
The stator tooth thickness (wt ) is calculated using a similar
method in which kt is the ratio between magnetic flux densi-
ties of the tooth and yoke, and Nslot represents the number of
slots of the machine (11). According to (12), the stack length
(lstk ), pole pitch (τp), flux density in the airgaps (Bag), and
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winding factor (kw) are other important parameters to obtain
the stator inner and outer number of turns (Nsi and Nso);
where the arithmetic average of the flux density coefficient
for a sinusoidal flux density (αi) is calculated by (12) [21].
The inner and outer windings are connected in series and the
number of turns in the inner stator is chosen to give a similar
current density to the outer stator.

In summary, the dimensions of the machine are obtained
as follows: a constant value is chosen for Nslot . In this paper,
theNslot is selected base on a reference design [22]. The stator
tooth flux density is assumed to be the same as the stator yoke
flux density, and hence the ratio kt is set equal to one. The
regular staircase function introduced in [23] is used to find the
average and fundamental harmonic magnitude of the airgap
flux density. The values are used to find the b, lyo, and wto
using (3), (9), and (11), respectively. This information enables
calculation of the inner stator dimensions based on (4) to (8).
Equations (25) to (35) from [24] are then utilized to find the
dimensions of the rotor ribs.

To predict the performance of SynRMs, it is necessary to
calculate the motor d- and q-axis inductances. These induc-
tances are found by (13). The portion of the inductances
which closes its path through the rotor is shown using the
m index; Lcq is a portion of the q-axis inductance which
represents the flux circulating across each segment; Lfq is
the portion representing the flux passing between the seg-
ments through barriers. The required Lcq and Lfq are found
using (14) and (15).

Ampère’s circuital law is used to calculate the magnetizing
inductance by (14). To calculate the Lmd , it is assumed that
the airgap flux density is sinusoidal. Thus, the Carter factor
(kc) [25] is used to find Lmdo and Lmdi. Since the d-axis
magnetizing inductance is prone to significant saturation,
a saturation factor of ks is introduced and calculated using
FEA to increase the accuracy of the modeling.

This factor is less than or equal to one and is the ratio of
the d-axis inductance computed using FEA during operation
at rated current over the calculated value by (16) when ks = 1.
If the saturation effect is ignored, an error of up to 50% may
be observed in the analytical calculation of the inductance and
torque.

The saturation factor determination affects the accuracy of
the prediction of the torque and power factor. Figure 4 shows
the significance of the saturation factor in prediction of the
d- and q- axes flux linkages. As shown in (14) and (15),
both the d- and q-axis inductances are functions of saturation
factor (as they are both functions of Lmd (14) [19]). The
saturation factor helps to determine the q-axis flux required
for performance prediction of the machine.

The d-axis inductance does not changewith the variation of
the size of barriers. Thus, a set of 2-D FEA analyses with ten
different d-axis flux paths is executed and for each d-axis flux
path, the d-axis inductance is recorded when the maximum
flux density in the d-axis path is 2.2 T. The selected steel
type (i.e., 35JN300) is fully saturated at this flux density.
The calculated d-axis inductance is calculated by (14) for

FIGURE 4. The comparison of the effect the saturation factor in the
prediction of the flux linkage with the 2-D FEA.

four different magnetic loadings (b) in ten different values
of xDS . The corresponding d-axis inductance for considered
pair of b and xDS is obtained from 2-D FEA and divided by
each analytically calculated inductance. The average of the
highest saturation levels (minimum obtained ratio) in each
magnetic loading is defined as the saturation factor. This
process is executed one time for any geometry as long as
the rotor radius, airgap length, and stator slot number are
constant.

The calculated average mmf of each segment using
the staircase function (fk ) is equal to the q-axis mmfs
of each branch in per-unit, which is shown in the MEC
(Figure 3(a)). Therefore, the flux passing through each branch
can be calculated based on the mmf loop. The calculated
flux of each branch is used to obtain the q-axis induc-
tance by (15) [19]. In (15), αk is the electrical angle of
the middle point of each barrier from the rotor d-axis.
Consideration of (15) results in the following formulas for
calculation of the d-axis inductances of the inner and outer
stators:

(Lso/Lmdo) = (4/π )(Pkcg/2ro)Pso
∑
k

1f 2k (17)

(Lsi/Lmdi) = (4/π )(Pkcg/2ri)Psi
∑
k

1f 2k (18)

where Pso and Psi are two constant values which depend on
the stator slot dimensions as described in [19].

The q-axis current is obtained from the knowledge of the

d-axis current (iq =

√
i20 − i2d ), and the maximum current (i0)

based on the thermal capacity of the motor [19].

i0 =

√
kjkfill

(
Asloto

3Nsoρ(lstk + lew)

)
(19)
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FIGURE 5. The proposed design approach of the studied double-stator SynRM using MEC considering saturation. The saturation factor in this study is
equal to 0.6 which is selected based on the explained procedure for calculation of saturation factor (use of initial 2-D FEA results for different d-axis flux
path). The considered kai range is 0.7 to 1.5 in this study.

According to (19), the rated current is a function of the
number of turns Nso, Asloto, lstk , end winding length (lew),
copper resistivity (ρ), and the loss factor (kj). The aim of
the consideration of the loss factor is to apply the maximum
permitted loss constraint to the current calculation. If the
maximum copper loss per outer stack ratio over the outer
stack surface area is shown by LSmax then the loss factor is
obtained by (20).

kj = 2πro × lstk × LSmax (20)

As the conductivity of copper varies with the temperature,
the simplified analytical model introduced in [26] has been
adopted in Syre [23] for prediction of the machine average
temperature. This model is used to update the copper con-
ductivity in the temperature estimation of the double-stator
design.

The calculation of the q-axis current allows finding
the electromagnetic torque (τ ) and power factor (PF)
using the values of Ld and Lq from (21) and (22),
respectively.

τ = (3/2)P
(
Ld − Lq

)
(idoiqo + idiiqi) (21)

PF = cos

(
arctan

(
RS (iqo + iqi) + ωsLd (ido + idi)

RS (ido + idi) − ωsLq(iqo + iqi)

)

− arctan
(
(iqo + iqi)

(ido + idi)

))
(22)

Some assumptions such as the stack length, inner and outer
stator diameters, and number of the poles are required for
the design procedure. According to the design flowchart
presented in Figure 5, the magnetic loading and ratio of
the rotor’s air and iron as well as the saturation factor are
defined for the given geometry. Determination of these val-
ues allows finding the machine barrier sizes and number
of turns. The open-source design software Syre is used to
estimate the mmfs [23]. The stair-case function introduced in
Syre calculates the average mmf of each segment (fk ) for the
calculated d-axis current by (13). Themmf estimations enable
calculation of the d- and q-axes inductances by (13) and (15).

TABLE 2. Design specifications and limits.

Finally, the q-axis current is found by (18) and used to esti-
mate the torque and power factor using (20) and (21).

IV. DESIGN AND ANALYSIS
In this section, a multi-objective optimization is executed to
understand the possible superiority of the DS-SynRM against
the SS-SynRM. To analyse the accuracy of the proposed
MEC, four designs with significantly different performance
parameters are selected in the optimization search space and
the performance parameters of each design is compared with
the 2-D FEA results. Finally, the performance parameters of
the optimized DS-SynRM and SS-SynRM are compared with
each other.

The optimization and sensitivity analysis are conducted for
the geometry and specifications tabulated in Table 2 which is
based on the Toyota Prius’ motor geometry, electric loading,
andmagnetic loading [22]. A single-layer distributedwinding
is assumed for the design and analysis. It should be noted that
the choice of 10A/mm2 current density necessitates a forced
water-cooling system for this machine which is not covered
in this paper. According to the explained design procedure,
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FIGURE 6. (a) The Pareto front of the executed multi-objective
optimization on the DS-SynRM and SS-SynRM using the MEC, (b)
DS-SynRM design and (c) SS-SynRM design d- and q-axes inductances of
the presented points on the Pareto front.

the lamination material, slot fill factor, and the permitted loss
per outer stack are the other design requirements as shown
in Table 2.

Because the reference Toyota Prius design is an eight-pole
machine, this number of poles is selected for analysis and
investigation of SynRMs in this paper. It should be noted that
the SynRM power factor could be improved by reducing the
number of poles because of the increase of the magnetizing
inductance.

A. OPTIMIZATION AND SENSITIVITY ANALYSIS
The proposed MEC is used in a multi-objective opti-
mization study. The considered variables of the optimiza-
tion are the rotor/stator split and the magnetic loading.
In a non-saturated SynRM, the d- and q-axis currents
are equal (i.e., current angle of 45◦) to obtain the max-
imum torque per ampere (MTPA). The current angle is
increased in presence of the iron saturation. Hence, a con-
stant value of 55◦ is selected as the current angle in the
optimization.

In the optimal design of the DS-SynRM, the magnetic
loading (b) and xDS , limits for the optimization are 0.4 to
0.6 and 0.3 to 0.45, respectively. The considered ranges of
the magnetic loading for the SS-SynRM and DS-SynRM are
equal. The range of the variation of the xSS for the SS-SynRM
design is 0.5 to 0.7, which is larger as there is more space on
the rotor side. A multi-objective problem with the following
objective functions is defined:

max (power factor) (22a)

max (torque) (22b)

According to the considered objective functions, the power
factor and torque are maximized to find the Pareto front.
The multi-objective genetic algorithm is executed on the
defined problems for both the SS-SynRM and DS-SynRM.
The results of these optimization studies are presented as two
Pareto fronts in Figure 6a and demonstrate the superiority of
SS-SynRM topology in generating larger torque compared
to the DS-SynRM for a given power factor. It is seen that
the torque does not vary much for higher values of power
factor. This is mainly because of the saturation of the flux
paths on the rotor side. For higher power-factor designs, the
d-axis flux paths are narrow leading to the increase of the

FIGURE 7. Torque and PF contours of the studied SynRMs.

saturation which limits the torque increase. The d- and q-axis
inductances of designs on the Pareto front are presented
in Figures 6b and 6c. As expected, the maximum torque
occurs when the difference between the inductances is at
its maximum. Also, it is seen that the inductance variation
is smaller for the optimal DS-SynRM designs compared to
the SS-SynRM. According to Figure 6, the power factor of
the DS-SynRM is 68% at 130Nm; while the SS-SynRM
maximum torque and power factors are 147Nm and 75%,
respectively.

It was found that the optimization algorithm needed
to solve about 1,200 different geometries to find the
optimum design. The fast speed of the proposed MEC model
enables finding the optimal design in about 6 seconds using
a desktop computer with 128GB RAM and Core i9-7200X
CPU@ 3.3GHz. On the same computer, a 2-D FEA analysis
of the design needs about 120 hours to find the optimal
design. Therefore, the MEC allows considerable time saving
for optimization of the DS-SynRM design.
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FIGURE 8. Field analysis of the double-stator (A-D) and single-stator SynRMs for further studies. The simulation has been executed when the rated
current is injected in the d -axis direction and q-axis current is zero. The operating speed is 750rpm.

TABLE 3. Comparison of the analytically calculated performance
parameters with the 2-D FEA results.

Table 3 compares the analytically calculated power factor
and torque for each considered design with the FEA results.
According to this table, the accuracy of the model by con-
sideration of saturation factor of 0.6 shows that the results of
MEC is in a good agreement with the FEA results.

Figure 7 shows the contours of torque and power factor
when varying b, xDS , and xSS using the proposed MEC at
a constant saturation factor of 0.6 for both DS-SynRM and
SS-SynRM. As presented in Figure 7a, the rotor/stator split
and magnetic loading have a significant role in the variation

FIGURE 9. 2-D FEA results comparing the rated current, output power,
losses and torque of the different designs. The operating speed for the
calculations is 750 rpm.
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FIGURE 10. Comparison of the MEC model against 2D FEA results in prediction of the MTPA trajectory.

FIGURE 11. FEA results showing (a) torque versus copper loss, and (b)
the torque ripple versus average torque of each design.

of the torque and power factor of DS-SynRM. On the other
hand, the torque variation in the SS-SynRM has less depen-
dency on the rotor/stator split. Also, the power factor of the
SS-SynRM is less affected by variations of the magnetic
loading compared to the DS-SynRM.

To assess the accuracy of the developed MEC results,
four designs with significantly different values of torque and
power factor were selected from Figure 7a (i.e., A, B, C, and
D points). In addition, point E is a SS-SynRM design with a
high-power factor and torque, and was selected for validation
of the SS-SynRM model introduced in [23].

B. DISCUSSION ON DESIGNS
To accurately study the selected designs and validate the
analytically calculated features, these designs are simulated
using the 2-D Ansys Electromagnetics software package
where about 8,000 elements were considered to simulate one
pole. A transient FEA is executed to calculate the designed
machine’s performance parameters. The windings are excited
using current sources at the operating speed.

The flux density distribution of the considered designs is
presented in Figure 8. The effects of b and kai variations
on the stator cross sections, size of the slots, and shape of

TABLE 4. Performance comparison of the proposed DS-SynRM with the
single-stator SynRMs available in the literature.

the rotor barriers are observed in this figure. All designs
have a relatively high magnetic loading, which shows they
are working at their maximum performance. Design D has
thinner barriers compared to B and design A has less stator
winding area compared to design C.

To compare the performance of the proposed designs with
the conventional single-stator SynRM, Syre software [23] is
used to design a SS-SynRM (design E) in the same volume
as the DS-SynRMs (see Figure 8). According to these figures
the SS-SynRM offers higher torque and efficiency compared
to the proposed double stator designs. It is mainly because of
the larger slot area which enables injecting larger current with
the same current density as the DS-SynRMs.

Figure 9 shows the rated current, output power, copper loss
and core loss corresponding to each design. The comparison
shows the SS-SynRM benefits from a larger rated current
which leads to the increase of its rated torque and power.
The ohmic loss in Design E is also less than the DS-SynRMs
which brings about its higher efficiency.

As expected, based on Figure 8, Design D has the highest
power and torque among the DS-SynRM designs. Its torque
density is 26% higher than the other DS-SynRMs. Due to the
smaller airgap volume for the inner stator and smaller slot
area of the winding which limits the current, the DS-SynRMs
have not offered higher torque compared to the SS-SynRM.
The SS-SynRM higher torque density results from its larger
rated current (see Figure 9).
The contribution of each stator in torque generation for all

designs are shown in Figure 9(b). The electromagnetic torque
of the inner stator is lower than the outer stator. However,
in designs C and D this accounts for about 27% of the total
torque.
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FIGURE 12. 2-D FEA results for the analysis effect of the rotation of
second stator for reduction of the torque ripple in the DS-SynRM. (a) the
torque ripple variation of different designs. (b) the torque waveforms of
Design D to show the effect of the torque ripple reduction.

Figure 10 compares the MTPA points for different cur-
rent levels calculated by MEC and FEA. The 2-D FEA and
proposed MEC results are similar near the rated operating
points, as expected since the inductances of the rated point
are considered in the saturation model.

The copper loss is proportional to the square of current.
As shown in (21), before saturation, the torque also increases
with the square of current, however after saturation this rela-
tionship is roughly linear (see Figure 10). Based on this,
in Figure 11(a) which shows torque versus copper loss, before
saturation the torque is proportional to the square root of cop-
per loss, and at larger currents, linearly proportional to copper
loss. Figure 11(b), designs C and D have lower torque ripple
in comparison to the other double-stator designs at higher
torque values. Design D can generate 30 Nm electromagnetic
torque more than design C at a current of 50A at the expense
of larger torque ripple.

Table 4 compares the performance parameters of the pro-
posed DS-SynRM machine with the SS-SynRM and two
other SynRMs from the literature. It demonstrates the compa-
rable torque and power density of the developed DS-SynRM
designs compared to the SynRM designs from the literature,
despite one of these having twice the rated speed.

C. TORQUE RIPPLE REDUCTION
The literature shows the torque ripple of the SynRMs, is nor-
mally in the range of 25% to 60% [5], [9], [31]. Therefore, the
studied machines in this paper are within a reasonable range
of torque ripple. Skewing can be used to reduce this torque
ripple at the cost of some reduction in average torque.

The double-stator design can also be used to reduce the
torque ripple of the machine by slight modification to the
position of the inner stator compared to the outer stator. This
can reduce the main harmonic of the torque ripple. A phase
shift which is obtained by rotation of the inner stator is used
to decrease the torque ripple.

The torque ripple changes sinusoidally by rotating the
second stator under a pole. This effect for the considered case
studied is shown in Figure 12a. According to this figure, the
torque ripple of the designs C and D can be less than the
single stator design with optimum positioning of the second
stator. Figure 12b shows the inner, outer, and total wave
form torque of the design D and the modified stator version
with the minimum torque ripple. This figure demonstrates the
effectiveness of the rotation of the second stator to reduce the
torque ripple from 35% to 22%.

It should be highlighted that the design process used did
not include the optimization of the torque ripple due to the
limitations of the proposed MEC for accurate prediction of
the torque ripple.

V. CONCLUSION
A double-stator structure of the SS-SynRM was introduced
in this paper to investigate its possible advantages. A mag-
netic equivalent circuit considering the saturation effect was
proposed. An accurate estimation of the saturation factor
plays an important role in the prediction of the d-axis flux
using the proposed analytical design approach. In the con-
sidered geometry, ten d-axis flux paths were considered,
and their corresponding d-axis inductance were obtained
using 2-D FEA analysis. The comparison of the analyti-
cally calculated d-axis inductances with the 2-D FEA results
showed 0.6 is a proper saturation factor in the given geometry.
In the proposed design approach, the performance parameters
of the double-stator SynRM was estimated based on the
proposed magnetic equivalent circuit. The proposed design
approach was validated by finite-element analysis of four
different designs. The double-stator machine showed lower
torque density and power factor compared to the conventional
SS-SynRMs.

The torque ripple analysis was executed to see the effect of
the use of double-stator topology on the variation of torque
ripple. The initial result showed the DS-SynRMs have 10%
to 30% larger torque ripple compared to the SS-SynRM.
However, a methodwas introduced to reduce the torque ripple
in presence of the second stator. The result of the analysis
showed the torque ripple using the rotation of the second
stator can lead to the reduction of torque ripple by 15%. This
approach showed it is possible to reach lower torque ripple
using the double-stator topology compared to the single-
stator design.

Future work to improve the proposed machine’s power fac-
tor includes improving its saliency ratio, e.g., by optimising
the shapes of the rotor flux barriers, and by possibly including
non-rare earth magnets in the flux barriers. Other possible
subjects for future work are: inclusion of torque ripple in the
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objective function for optimization, the thermal and structural
analysis of the double-stator design and prototyping of the
machine.
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