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ABSTRACT The cellular network coexisting with device-to-device (D2D) communications has been studied
extensively. Reconfigurable intelligent surface (RIS) and non-orthogonal multiple access (NOMA) are
promising technologies for the evolution of 5G, 6G and beyond. Besides, sparse code multiple access
(SCMA) is considered suitable for next-generation wireless network in code-domain NOMA. In this paper,
we consider the RIS-aided uplink SCMA cellular network simultaneously with D2D users. We formulate
the optimization problem which aims to maximize the cellular sum-rate by jointly designing D2D users’
resource block (RB) association, the transmitted power for both cellular users and D2D users, and the phase
shifts at the RIS. The power limitation and users’ communication requirements are considered. The problem
is non-convex, and it is challenging to solve it directly. To handle this optimization problem, we propose
an efficient iterative algorithm based on block coordinate descent (BCD) method. The original problem
is decoupled into three subproblems to solve separately. Simulation results demonstrate that the proposed
scheme can significantly improve the sum-rate performance over various schemes.

INDEX TERMS Reconfigurable intelligent surface (RIS), non-orthogonal multiple access (NOMA),
resource allocation, device-to-device (D2D), sparse code multiple access (SCMA).

I. INTRODUCTION
The current wireless communication systems are aiming at
massive connectivity and higher data rate. Some key tech-
nologies including device-to-device (D2D) communications
and non-orthogonal multiple access techniques (NOMA) are
being investigated [1]. NOMA can support massive user
access via non-orthogonal resource block (RB) allocation
[2], which is an overloaded system. Two main approaches
of the power-domain NOMA and the code-domain NOMA
are widely investigated. Among the currently proposed code
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domain NOMA, sparse code multiple access (SCMA) has
been commonly considered as a promising method. SCMA is
proposed byNikopour andBaligh [3], inwhich, coded bits are
directly mapped into the multi-dimensional complex lattice
point (called codeword) and the codewords are designed to
be sparse. The sparsity of the SCMA codewords enables mas-
sive connectivity and the use of suboptimal message passing
algorithm (MPA) to detect multiple users. For general SCMA
system, the users’ SCMA codeword in each dimension will
be modulated to an Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple
(OFDM) subcarrier before the air interface. The number of
users is larger than the number of subcarriers, which lead to
the non-orthogonal feature.

39978

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 License.
For more information, see https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

VOLUME 11, 2023

https://orcid.org/0009-0002-5041-2014
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2133-8679
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2606-9570
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5727-5166
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9096-8047


Y. Liu et al.: Resource Allocation in the RIS Assisted SCMA Cellular Network

D2D communication is a promising technology for local
communication, which allows nearby devices to communi-
cate without base station (BS) or with limited BS involve-
ment, and improves the link reliability, spectral efficiency and
system capacity [4]. When D2D communications are con-
sidered in uplink SCMA cellular network, two main modes
have been selected. In the simple mode, a proportion of
available RBs are separately allocated to D2D users while
the mutual interference between cellular users and D2D users
can be reduced. In another mode, SCMA is only employed
by cellular users and some subcarriers can be reused by
D2D users’ transmission. Liu et al. [5] have considered the
analytical model for the SCMA enhanced cellular network
coexisting with D2D. For large research work in these hybrid
networks, scholars focus on the optimization problems while
guaranteeing both users’ communication requirements, but
the mutual interference is always tough to handle.

Recently, reconfigurable intelligent surfaces (RIS) are
becoming promising technologies towards many issues. RIS
consists of many low-cost and passive elements. By dynam-
ically changing the amplitudes and phase shifts on these
elements, the propagation of incident signals can be modified
[6]. Thus, the received signal can be enhanced after some
optimization, which allows RIS to be deployed on multiple
scenarios [7]. For example, some latest analysis works have
proved the prominent features and advantages of RIS-aided
internet of things (IoT) networks [8].

Many recent works have investigated the application of
RIS in general NOMA systems [9], [10], [11], [12], [13], [14],
[15], [16], [17], [18], [19], [20], [21]. Authors in [9] have
compared downlink RIS-NOMA with spatial division mul-
tiple access (SDMA) and analyzed the influence of outage
probability with different design schemes for amplitudes and
phase shifts. Furthermore, the sum-rate optimization prob-
lems have been considered in [10], [11], [12], [13], [14], and
[15]. Mu et al. [10] have focused on the optimal beamforming
at both the BS and the RIS. For both the ideal RIS scenario
and the non-ideal RIS scenario, they have proposed efficient
algorithms considering the continuous phase shifts and dis-
crete phase shifts. More subproblems like channel assign-
ment, decoding order of NOMA users, power allocation, and
reflection coefficients have been considered in [11], and the
performance is compared with conventional NOMA system
without RIS as well as RIS-OMA systems. However, [12] has
formulated similar problems where an RIS is deployed for
multiple cells NOMA networks instead of single cell. The
uplink RIS-NOMA systems have been considered in [13],
[14], and [15] have proposed machine learning approaches
for resource allocation problems.

Moreover, the transmission power allocation problems
are also worth discussing [16], [17], [18], [19], [20], [21].
Zhu et al. [16] have proposed a downlink multiple-input
single-output (MISO) scheme for RIS-NOMA where the
wireless channels can be effectively tuned. Both the beam-
forming vectors and the RIS phase shift matrix are optimized.
The authors in [17] have pursued a theoretical performance

comparison between time division multiple access (TDMA)
and NOMA for uplink offloading, and proposed efficient
algorithms for associated computation rate maximization
problems. The two-cell structure has been considered in [18]
to optimize both power allocation coefficients and phase shift
matrix. Besides, the minimal power consumption problem
and the maximal system energy efficiency problem have been
considered in [19] and [20], respectively. The framework of
RIS-enabled multi-group NOMA networks with coordinated
multi-point (CoMP) reception and imperfect successive inter-
ference cancellation has been investigated [21].

A. RELATED WORKS
As SCMA is considered suitable for next-generation wireless
network in code-domain NOMA, seldom works have investi-
gated RIS-aided SCMA networks [22], [23], [24]. In these
works, the uplink SCMA scenario has been considered,
as users send data to the BS via the direct link (DL) and
the RIS link. The diversity order has been analyzed in [22],
as the pairwise error probability (PEP) is derived for both the
condition of random discrete phase shifting and the condition
of coherent phase shifting. However, the authors in [23]
have utilized the modified MPA to decode the RIS-SCMA
transmitted signal and proposed a low-complexity decoder.
In order to improve the received signal-to-noise ratio (SNR)
for discrete RIS phase shifts, some optimization problems
have been formulated and solved with alternate optimization
technique [24].

Some works have attempted to integrate RISs into general
D2D communications [25], [26], [27], [28], [29], [30], [31],
[32], [33], [34], [35], [36], [37], [38], [39], [40]. Analyt-
ical results have been derived in [25] and [26], includ-
ing the secrecy outage probability and the probability of
non-zero secrecy capacity with the model of one cellular
user and one D2D pair [25]. In [26], the authors have pro-
posed novel closed-form expressions for outage probability
under both overlay mode and underlay mode, where the
Nakagami-m fading channel is considered. Furthermore, the
system sum-rate maximization problems have been exten-
sively considered in [27], [28], [29], [30], and [31]. The RIS-
aided scenario with one uplink cellular link andmultiple D2D
links has been utilized to jointly optimize the transmission
power of all links as well as the discrete phase shifts of
the surface [27], while [28] has considered multiple cellular
users and added the resource reuse indicators for optimiza-
tion. Ji et al. [29] have utilized decentralized double deep
Q-network (D3QN) framework and other machine learning
approaches to solve the problem from a new perspective.
Besides, the authors in [30] have presented a D2D-underlaid
cellular system, where the multiple RISs are deployed at the
cell boundary to improve propagation. RIS has also been
introduced to joint processing coordinated multipoint (JP-
CoMP) cellular networks with underlaying D2D communi-
cations to mitigate the interference [31].

Some RIS-aided D2D communication systems have
focused on the improvement for communication quality of

VOLUME 11, 2023 39979



Y. Liu et al.: Resource Allocation in the RIS Assisted SCMA Cellular Network

D2D users [32], [33], [34], [35]. A RIS-aided D2D communi-
cation system which reuses the frequency and time resources
assigned to a multiuser MISO downlink cellular transmission
has been proposed in [33]. They have aimed to maximize the
D2D ergodic weighted sum-rate subject to a given signal-to-
interference-plus-noise ratio (SINR) target for each cellular
user. However, [35] has investigated the RIS-aided system
with all D2D links, and considered the Rician fading channels
with imperfect hardware including both devices and RISs.
Furthermore, the similar system model as in [28] has been
considered to maximize the overall network’s spectrum effi-
ciency and energy efficiency [36]. The expression of secrecy
rate for cellular users has been derived in [37] and the secrecy
rate maximization problem has been formulated while satis-
fying the requirements of D2D communications. RIS can also
help for D2D cooperative computing system to minimize the
total computing delay [39].

B. MOTIVATION AND CONTRIBUTION
To the best of the authors’ knowledge, the SCMA cellu-
lar network coexisting with D2D has not been investigated
under the RIS scenario yet [41], [43]. As the reason that the
mutual interference between SCMA cellular users and D2D
users is difficult to mitigate, the RIS can be more effective
for enhancing the communication quality of SCMA cellular
users. When the parameters of RIS are adjusted appropriately
under SCMA systems, the interference from D2D user can be
reduced in each RB, which improves the transmission rate
of cellular user. This paper considers a RIS-aided cellular
uplink network simultaneously with D2D communications.
The complex mode is utilized as D2D pairs will reuse the
RBs of SCMA cellular users.

In this paper, our main contribution contains the prob-
lem formulation for cellular users’ sum-rate maximization
optimization, as well as the proposed iterative algorithm for
solving that problem. Specifically, we propose an uplink
RIS-aided hybrid network including cellular users and D2D
users. We derive and analyze the received signal for both
cellular transmission and D2D transmission according to the
proposed network model. Then, we focus on the optimization
of various resources to maximize cellular sum-rate, where
users’ transmitted power, RB resource allocation for D2D,
and reconfigurable RIS phase shifts are included. For the
problem formulation, we take power limitation and D2D’s
communication requirements into consideration. We analyze
that the problem is mixed-integer non-linear programming
(MINLP) problem which is NP-hard. Then, our proposed
algorithm is based on block coordinate descent (BCD)
method to find the suboptimal solution. The original prob-
lem is decoupled into three subproblems and we propose
adequate analysis for solving these subproblems. Besides,
the convergence as well as computational complexity are
analyzed from a theoretical perspective to prove that our
overall algorithm is converged after iterations. Furthermore,
the benefits of the proposed algorithm are conducted by

simulation part. We compare the performance from different
aspects to the hybrid network without RIS in order to show
the improvement of this RIS-aided network effectively. The
proposed algorithm is also appropriate and significant after
the comparison with some benchmark methods.

C. ORGANIZATION AND NOTATION
The rest of the paper is organized as follows. The system
model and the optimization problem formulation are pre-
sented in Section II. In Section III, the effective algorithms
are proposed to solve the holistic resource allocation problem.
Section IV devotes to the numerical results, and the paper
finally concludes in Section V.

Throughout this paper, the following notations will be
used [41]. The bold lowercase letter x denotes a column
vector, and a matrix is represented by a bold uppercase letter
X . I denotes the identity matrix. The superscript (·)T denotes
matrix transpose and (·)H denotes conjugate transposematrix.
diag(x) denotes a diagonal matrix with the diagonal entries
being vector x. Besides, rank(X) and Tr(X) denote the rank
and trace of thematrixX , respectively. For a setA, |A| denotes
the number of elements, and A \ n denotes the set A in which
the element n is excluded.

II. SYSTEM MODEL AND PROBLEM FORMULATION
In this section, we introduce the hybrid RIS-aided network
with cellular users and D2D users. The specific analysis for
both cellular transmission and D2D transmission are pre-
sented. After that, we focus on the cellular sum-rate maxi-
mization problem to optimize a series of resource variables.

A. RIS-AIDED HYBRID NETWORK
Fig. 1 shows an uplink RIS-aided hybrid network example of
cellular users coexisting with two D2D pairs. In our proposed
network, we consider J single-antenna cellular users and JD
single-antenna D2D pairs. The ith cellular user is denoted as
CUi, and the D2D transmitter as well as the D2D receiver of
the ith D2D pair are denoted as DTi and DRi, respectively.
Cellular users are allocated with SCMA codewords spread
over K OFDM tones and transmitted to the air interface.
While for each D2D pair, one of the same OFDM subcarriers
will be occupied so that JD ≤ K . Besides, the RIS with
M reflecting elements is adopted to improve uplink cellular
communications. Let 2 = diag(ejθ1 , ejθ2 , . . . , ejθM ) denotes
the phase shift matrix of the RIS, where θm is the phase shift
coefficient for mth element with θm ∈ (0, 2π ]. All elements
remain the amplitude of incident signal unchanged.

B. CELLULAR TRANSMISSION
The SCMA codeword vector xcj of user CUj is xcj =

(xcj1, x
c
j2, . . . , x

c
jK )

T . Besides, the D2D transmitted codeword
for user DTℓ is denoted as xdℓ . The power of signal xcjk
and xdℓ are denoted as pcjk and pdℓ , respectively. For the
SCMA enhanced cellular uplink transmission, the received
signal yc at BS should be a K -dimensional vector, and for
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FIGURE 1. The RIS-aided cellular and D2D hybrid network.

k = 1, 2, . . . ,K we have

yck =

∑
j∈ξk

(hcbjk + (gcbjk )
H2f cbjk )

√
pcjkx

c
jk

+

JD∑
ℓ=1

aℓk (hdbℓk + (gdbℓk )
H2f dbℓk )

√
pdℓ x

d
ℓ + nk . (1)

In (1), hcbjk denotes the channel forCUj-to-BS over the kth RB,
f cbjk and gcbjk areM × 1 complex-valued vectors which denote
the channels for CUj-to-RIS and RIS-to-BS over the kth RB,
respectively. Thus, the first part is the desired signal with
cellular power. The second part of (1) denotes the interference
of D2D signal, where hdbℓk is the channel for DTℓ-to-BS over
the kth RB, f dbℓk and gdbℓk are the channels for DTℓ-to-RIS
and RIS-to-BS over the kth RB, respectively. The aℓk is an
indicator to show whether the ℓth D2D pair occupy the kth
RB. In the last part, nk ∼ CN(0,N0) is the additive white
Gaussian noise (AWGN) over the kth RB. We can notice
that the desired signal at BS in each RB do not include all
cellular users, but choose particular users according to SCMA
structure [3].

For simplify, we define that for ∀j = 1, 2, . . . , J , ∀k =

1, 2, . . . ,K , and ∀ℓ = 1, 2, . . . , JD,

hcbjk + (gcbjk )
H2f cbjk ≜ hCBjk (2), (2)

and

hdbℓk + (gdbℓk )
H2f dbℓk ≜ hDBℓk (2). (3)

Most SCMA system models utilize optimal codebook design
principles to obtain the diagonal covariance matrix [42].
Accordingly, the achievable capacity for all cellular users
is [43]

Rc =

K∑
k=1

log

(
1 +

∑
j∈ξk

|hCBjk (2)|2pcjk∑JD
ℓ=1 aℓk |hDBℓk (2)|2pdℓ + N0

)
, (4)

where aℓk = 1 means the ℓth D2D link occupies the kth
RB, and aℓk = 0 otherwise. For decoding the codewords of
the CUj at the BS, we define the signal-to-interference-plus-
noise ratio (SINR) in subcarrier k ∈ ζj according to SCMA

structure as

γcjk =
|hCBjk (2)|2pcjk∑JD

ℓ=1 aℓk |hDBℓk (2)|2pdℓ + N0
. (5)

C. D2D TRANSMISSION
For D2D communications, each D2D pair is allocated with
one of the K OFDM tones. For example, we assume that the
ℓth D2D pair selects the ℓth OFDM tone for ℓ = 1, 2, . . . , JD.
Notice that although we utilize RIS for cellular communica-
tions, these surfaces also make impact on D2D transmission.
Thus, the received signal at the DRℓ is shown as

ydℓ = (hddℓℓ + (gddℓℓ )
H2f ddℓℓ )

√
pdℓ x

d
ℓ

+

∑
j∈ξℓ

(hcdjℓ + (gcdjℓ )
H2f cdjℓ )

√
pcjℓx

c
jℓ + nℓ, (6)

where hddℓℓ , g
dd
ℓℓ and f ddℓℓ are the channels for DTℓ-to-DRℓ,

DTℓ-to-RIS, and RIS-to-DRℓ over the ℓth RB, respectively.
Besides, hcdjℓ , g

cd
jℓ and f cdjℓ are the channels for CUj-to-DRℓ,

CUj-to-RIS and RIS-to-DRℓ over the ℓth RB, respectively.
nℓ is still the AWGN over the ℓth RB. The signal in (6) also
includes the desired D2D signal and the interference of both
cellular users and noise.

Generally, we define the SINR for the ℓth D2D receiver as

γdℓ =

∑K
k=1 aℓk |hddℓk + (gddℓk )

H2f ddℓk |
2pdℓ∑K

k=1 aℓk (
∑

j∈ξk
|hcdjk + (gcdjk )

H2f cdjk |2pcjk ) + N0

≜

∑K
k=1 aℓk |hDDℓk (2)|2pdℓ∑K

k=1 aℓk (
∑

j∈ξk
|hCDjk (2)|2pcjk ) + N0

. (7)

D. PROBLEM FORMULATION
In our hybrid network with cellular and D2D users, we aim
to introduce RIS to enhance SCMA cellular communication
qualities. Thus, the target of our problem is to maximize
cellular users’ sum-rate by jointly optimizing both users’
transmitted power, RIS phase shift matrix, and the RB allo-
cation of D2D pairs. The optimization problem is formulated
as

P1 : max
Pc,pd ,2,A

Rc

s.t. C1 : γdℓ ≥ γd0 , ℓ = 1, . . . , JD,

C2 :

JD∑
ℓ=1

aℓk ≤ 1, k = 1, . . . ,K ,

C3 :

K∑
k=1

aℓk = 1, ℓ = 1, . . . , JD,

C4 : 0 ≤ pcj =

∑
k∈ζj

pcjk ≤ Pc0, j = 1, . . . , J ,

C5 : 0 ≤ pdℓ ≤ Pd0 , ℓ = 1, . . . , JD,

C6 : 0 < θm ≤ 2π, m = 1, . . . ,M , (8)

where constraint C1 denotes the minimumQoS requirements
for D2D communications, constraints C2 and C3 show that
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each D2D pair can only be allocated with one RB and each
RB cannot be reused. Besides,C4 andC5 denote that cellular
users’ maximum power and D2D users’ maximum power are
upper bounded by Pc0 and P

d
0 , respectively. C6 is the practical

constraint for RIS design.
We can notice that since the aℓk is integer variable, and

the objective function is non-convex for either variables
Pc, pd or 2, problem P1 is MINLP problem, which is
NP-hard. Besides, the exhaustive search is infeasible as the
computational complexity is extremely high. To the best of
the authors’ knowledge, there is no perfect methods to find
the global optimal solution for this kind of problems. In the
next section, we aim to propose effective algorithms based on
BCD for the feasible suboptimal solution.

III. PROPOSED ALGORITHM FOR OPTIMIZATION
PROBLEM
Notice that our optimization problem focus on coupled vari-
ables, the first step is to decouple P1 into three parts to get
that tractable. All optimization variables are divided into three
categories: P , A, and 2, where the P denotes the variable
set for power of both cellular users and D2D users. In each
part, we transform the problem P1 into a subproblem where
only one class of variables are needed to optimize. Thus,
we propose specific analysis for solving these subproblems.

A. SUBPROBLEM OF POWER ALLOCATION
For this part, we consider the cellular sum-rate maximization
problem with given A and 2. Accordingly, the subproblem
P2 is formulated as

P2 :

max
P

K∑
k=1

log

(
1 +

∑
j∈ξk

|hCBjk (2)|2pcjk∑JD
ℓ=1 aℓk |hDBℓk (2)|2pdℓ + N0

)
s.t. C1 : γdℓ ≥ γd0 , ℓ = 1, . . . , JD,

C4 : 0 ≤ pcj =

∑
k∈ζj

pcjk ≤ Pc0, j = 1, . . . , J ,

C5 : 0 ≤ pdℓ ≤ Pd0 , ℓ = 1, . . . , JD, (9)

where the constraints are reduced as some variables are fixed.
It is not hard to see that P2 is still non-convex to P in
objective function and constraint C1, so we introduce a new
variable set Q = {Q1, . . . ,QK } to handle the complicated
terms γK (P). Where

γk (P) ≜

∑
j∈ξk

|hCBjk (2)|2pcjk∑JD
ℓ=1 aℓk |hDBℓk (2)|2pdℓ + N0

. (10)

Notice that in constraint C1, when A is fixed, the form of
γdℓ can be rewritten as

γdℓ =
|hDDℓk∗ (2)|2pdℓ∑

j∈ξk∗
|hCDjk∗ (2)|2pcjk∗ + N0

, (11)

where we assume that aℓk∗ = 1. Thus, all inequalities in
C1 can be changed to the format as uℓpdℓ + vTℓ p

c
+ wℓ ≥ 0,

which is always convex to all power variables.

Based on the analysis of (10) and (11), we further formulate
the problem P3 as

P3 : max
P,Q

K∑
k=1

log(1 + Qk )

s.t. C1,C4,C5,

C7 :

∑
j∈ξk

|hCBjk (2)|2pcjk∑JD
ℓ=1 aℓk |hDBℓk (2)|2pdℓ + N0

≥ Qk .

(12)

Proposition 1: Problem P3 is equivalent to P2 for the
optimal solution P∗.

Proof: When we rewrite the problem P2 as P3, the γk (P)
is replaced by Qk and we should have the equality constraint.
However, we relax that into the inequality constraint as C7 to
optimizeQk . Notice that log(1+Qk ) is monotonic increasing
over variable Qk , when the objective function in P3 achieves
its optimal value, the equality in C7 must hold. Thus, the
problem P2 and P3 have same optimal solution P∗.

The objective function is convex to all variables in P3,
while the added constraint C7 belongs to non-convex con-
dition. Specifically, we rewrite C7 as

∑
j∈ξk

|hCBjk (2)|2pcjk ≥

JD∑
ℓ=1

τℓkpdℓQk + N0Qk , (13)

where τℓk ≜ aℓk |hDBℓk (2)|2, and the term with pdℓQk is quasi-
concave. In the following, we use convex upper bound (CUB)
approximation to solve that non-convex part as shown in
Lemma 1.
Lemma 1: Define two functions g(x, y) ≜ xy and f (x, y) ≜

α
2 x

2
+

1
2α y

2 with α > 0, we always have f (x, y) ≥ g(x, y).
Besides, when α =

y
x , we have f (x, y) = g(x, y) and`

f (x, y) =
`
g(x, y), where

`
f (x, y) is the gradient of

function f (x, y).
This lemma is easy to prove as f (x, y) is the CUB function

of g(x, y) [11], [12], and we aim to find the CUB for term
with pdℓQk . The basic idea is that we need the iterative process
to improve the accuracy of CUB approximation. We set the

initial value for pd(0)ℓ and Q(0)
k , and let α

(1)
ℓk =

pd(0)ℓ

Q(0)
k

, Then we

have

pdℓQk =
1

2α(1)
ℓk

(pdℓ )
2
+

α
(1)
ℓk

2
(Qk )2. (14)

Nowwe focus on the problemwith changed constraint, which
is shown as

P4 : max
P,Q

K∑
k=1

log(1 + Qk )

s.t. C1,C4,C5,

C8 :

∑
j∈ξk

|hCBjk (2)|2pcjk ≥ N0Qk+
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JD∑
ℓ=1

τℓk

(
1

2αℓk
(pdℓ )

2
+

αℓk

2
(Qk )2

)
. (15)

P4 is a convex problem which can be solved efficiently by
standard algorithms or software, such as the SeDuMi solver
in Matlab CVX. It is proved that after iterations the optimal
solution of P4 will converge to the solution of P3 [11], and
finally we can solve the power allocation problem in P2.
Generally, the random initial values for pd(0)ℓ and Q(0)

k
are infeasible for the iterative algorithm. We need another
method to find the feasible initial points, and we still utilize
optimization theory for help. P5 is formulated to find the
feasible pd(0)ℓ and Q(0)

k .

P5 : min
P,Q,z

z

s.t. C9 : γdℓ + z ≥ γd0 ,

C10 : −z ≤ pcj =

∑
k∈ζj

pcjk ≤ Pc0 + z,

C11 : −z ≤ pdℓ ≤ Pd0 + z,

C12 :

∑
j∈ξk

|hCBjk (2)|2pcjk + z ≥ N0Qk+

JD∑
ℓ=1

τℓk

(
1

2αℓk
(pdℓ )

2
+

αℓk

2
(Qk )2

)
,

C13 : z ≥ 0. (16)

The indicator z denotes how long we could find the feasible
points to some extent, and when z = 0 after some iterations,
the optimal solutions of P5 is the appropriate initial values.
The iterative algorithm for power allocation subproblem is
summarized in Algorithm 1.

B. SUBPROBLEM OF RB ALLOCATION
In this part, the main variables are the indicators for D2D
users’ RB allocation. When the variables P and 2 are given,
the subproblem P6 is shown as

P6 :

max
A

K∑
k=1

log

(
1 +

∑
j∈ξk

|hCBjk (2)|2pcjk∑JD
ℓ=1 aℓk |hDBℓk (2)|2pdℓ + N0

)
s.t. C1 : γdℓ ≥ γd0 , ℓ = 1, . . . , JD,

C2 :

JD∑
ℓ=1

aℓk ≤ 1, k = 1, . . . ,K ,

C3 :

K∑
k=1

aℓk = 1, ℓ = 1, . . . , JD. (17)

Notice that the variableA is a JD×K matrix with all {0, 1} ele-
ments, it is difficult to solve the integer optimization problem.
However, the scheme for D2D resource allocation should be
considered more from practical aspect. The small modulation
and simple channel coding are preferable as the devices in
massive machine communications are low-complexity [44],

Algorithm 1 Iterative Power Allocation Algorithm
1: Initialize random value for P , Q and set the maximum

iterative number T1 and T2.
2: Set I1 = 1 and calculate αℓk =

pdℓ
Qk

.
3: while I1 ≤ T1 do
4: Solve problem P5 to find optimal pd(I1)ℓ and Q(I1)

k , and

calculate α
(I1+1)
ℓk =

p
d(I1)
ℓ

Q
(I1)
k

.

5: Update P5 with new α
(I1+1)
ℓk .

6: I1 = I1 + 1.
7: end while
8: Get the feasible initial values of pd(0)ℓ and Q(0)

k .

9: Set I2 = 1 and calculate α
(1)
ℓk =

pd(0)ℓ

Q(0)
k

.

10: while I2 ≤ T2 do
11: Solve the optimization problem P4 to find the optimal

solution P∗(I2), Q∗(I2).

12: Calculate α
(I2+1)
ℓk =

p
d(I2)
ℓ

Q
(I2)
k

and update problem P4with

α
(I2+1)
ℓk .

13: I2 = I2 + 1.
14: end while
15: return The optimal solution P∗ for P2.

so that uplink SCMA system with large users can be resolved
in small-scale SCMA structure with same overloading fea-
ture, where the SCMA scheme with J = 6, K = 4, and
N = 2 is claimed to be the basic regular SCMA system.
Besides, the number of D2D pairs is much lower than number
of cellular users, which actually reduces the computational
complexity. Thus, the analysis in this paper chooses basic
search for D2D users’ RB allocation after considering the
complexity.

When JD = 1, A becomes a K -dimensional vector with
one non-zero element. Our goal is to find the best column in
IK to get the best cellular sum-rate while guaranteeing D2D’s
transmission requirements. For the case of 1 < JD ≤ K ,
let λ ≜ CJD

K and µ ≜ JD! in the following part. The RB
allocation method is summarized in Algorithm 2.

C. SUBPROBLEM OF PHASE SHIFTS
This part focuses on the optimization for RIS phase shifts
when the variables P and A are given. The subproblem P7 is
formulated as

P7 :

max
2

K∑
k=1

log

(
1 +

∑
j∈ξk

|hCBjk (2)|2pcjk∑JD
ℓ=1 aℓk |hDBℓk (2)|2pdℓ + N0

)

s.t. C1 :

∑K
k=1 aℓk |hDDℓk (2)|2pdℓ∑K

k=1 aℓk (
∑

j∈ξk
|hCDjk (2)|2pcjk ) + N0

≥ γd0 ,

C6 : 0 < θm ≤ 2π, m = 1, . . . ,M . (18)
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Algorithm 2 RB Allocation Algorithm for D2D
1: Initialize the set � = {1, 2, . . . ,K } and list the λ subset

of � with JD elements as {�1, . . . , �λ}.
2: for s = 1 : λ do
3: list the full permutation for elements in �s, and let

each permutation be a JD × 1 vector β. Then, let
B = [β1, . . . ,βµ].

4: for t = 1 : µ do
5: From ℓ = 1, . . . , JD, let k = Bℓt and set aℓk = 1 to

find A(st).
6: if Constraint C1 is satisfied then
7: Calculate Rc(st) with A(st).
8: end if
9: end for

10: end for
11: return The optimal solution A∗ when the maximum

Rc(st) is found.

Notice that the channel conditions with 2 has complex
expressions, we decide to handle with these parts. Take
|hCBjk (2)|2 for the example. According to (2), we define

rcbjk ≜ diag{(gcbjk )
H

}f cbjk , (19)

and

θ ≜ [ejθ1 , ejθ2 , . . . , ejθM ]H . (20)

Then we have

|hcbjk + (gcbjk )
H2f cbjk |

2

= |hcbjk + θH rcbjk |
2 ≜ θ

H
Qcbjk θ + |hcbjk |

2,

(21)

where θ = [ejθ1 , ejθ2 , . . . , ejθM , 1]H and

Qcbjk =

[
rcbjk (r

cb
jk )

H (hcbjk )
H rcbjk

hcbjk (r
cb
jk )

H 0

]
. (22)

Besides, let V ≜ θθ
H
, and the term θ

H
Qcbjk θ can be replaced

as θ
H
Qcbjk θ = Tr(Qcbjk V ). Notice that V is a Hermitian

matrix with positive semidefinite and rank(V ) = 1, so the
optimization variable 2 has been replaced by V to make the
problem more tractable. Similarly, we define

Tr(QdbℓkV ) + |hdbℓk |
2 ≜ |hDBℓk (2)|2

Tr(QddℓkV ) + |hddℓk |
2 ≜ |hDDℓk (2)|2

Tr(Qcdjk V ) + |hcdjk |
2 ≜ |hCDjk (2)|2, (23)

then the constraint C1 can be rewritten as
K∑
k=1

aℓk [Tr(QddℓkV ) + |hddℓk |
2]pdℓ

≥

K∑
k=1

γd0 aℓk{
∑
j∈ξk

[Tr(Qcdjk V ) + |hcdjk |
2]pcjk} + γd0N0. (24)

Based on the above process, the subproblem P7 is trans-
formed into the following approximated problem which is
shown as

P8 V max
V

K∑
k=1

[fk (V ) − gk (V )]

s.t. C14 : (24)

C15 : Vmm = 1, m = 1, . . . ,M + 1,

C16 : V ⪰ 0, V ∈ HM+1,

C17 : rank(V ) = 1, (25)

where

fk (V ) ≜ log{
JD∑

ℓ=1

aℓk [Tr(QdbℓkV ) + |hdbℓk |
2]pdℓ + N0

+

∑
j∈ξk

[Tr(Qcbjk V ) + |hcbjk |
2]pcjk}, (26)

and

gk (V ) ≜ log{
JD∑

ℓ=1

aℓk [Tr(QdbℓkV ) + |hdbℓk |
2]pdℓ + N0}. (27)

The constraint C16 denotes that variable V is Hermitian
and positive semidefinite, and the constraint C17 denotes
rank-one constraint which is non-convex. Notice that for any
V ∈ HM+1, we have ||V ||∗ − ||V ||2 ≥ 0, where ||V ||∗

denotes the nuclear norm and ||V ||2 denotes the spectral
norm. The equality holds if and only ifV is a rank-onematrix.
Thus, we introduce a penalty coefficient η and rewrite the
optimization problem P8 as

P9 : min
V

K∑
k=1

[gk (V ) − fk (V )] + η(||V ||∗ − ||V ||2)

s.t. C14,C15,C16. (28)

The problem P9 is proved to be equivalent to P8 with
η → ∞ [45]. However, the objective function is still
non-convex, and we utilize successive convex approximation
(SCA) for help.
Notice that gk (V ) is a concave function, for the given point

V0, the global upper bound based on the first-order Taylor
expansion is shown as

gk (V ) ≤ ĝk ≜ gk (V0) + Tr[(
h

gk (V0))H (V − V0)]. (29)

Similarly, a lower bound for the convex function ||V ||2 with
point V0 is given by

||V ||2 ≥ V̂ ≜ ||V0||2 + Tr[(
h

||V0||2)H (V − V0)]. (30)

Then, part of the objective function is approximated in order
to formulate the convex optimization problem P10,

P10 : min
V

K∑
k=1

[ĝk (V ) − fk (V )] + η(||V ||∗ − V̂ )

s.t. C14,C15,C16. (31)
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Notice that problem P10 can be solved by Matlab CVX.
Therefore, our proposed algorithm utilize iterative process to
find the stationary point of problem P8, and then obtain the
optimal phase shift matrix 2 from V . The iterative algorithm
is summarized in Algorithm 3.

Algorithm 3 Iterative RIS Phase Shift Allocation Algorithm

1: Initialize random value for V (0), η, and penalty gain pgη.
Set the maximum iterative number T3 and T4.

2: Set I3 = 1.
3: while I3 ≤ T3 do
4: Set I4 = 1.
5: while I4 ≤ T4 do
6: Solve problem P10 by V (I4−1) to find optimal solu-

tion V∗(I4).
7: Update P10 with new V (I4).
8: I4 = I4 + 1.
9: end while

10: Update η = pgη · η.
11: I3 = I3 + 1.
12: end while
13: return The optimal solution V∗ for P8.
14: Calculate the eigenvalue and eigenvector of V∗ to obtain

the optimal phase shifts 2∗ for P7.

D. THE OPTIMALITY OF PROPOSED ALGORITHM
Based on the analysis for three subproblems, the overall algo-
rithm for solving optimization problem P1 is summarized in
Algorithm 4.

Algorithm 4 Overall Iterative Allocation Algorithm of P1

1: Initialize set {P (0),A(0), 2(0)
}. Set the maximum itera-

tive number Ñ .
2: Set n = 0.
3: while n ≤ Ñ do
4: For given P (n), A(n), 2(n), solve the problem P2 by

Algorithm 1 to obtain P (n+1).
5: For given P (n+1), 2(n), solve the problem P6 by

Algorithm 2 to obtain A(n+1).
6: For given P (n+1), A(n+1), and 2(n), solve the problem

P7 by Algorithm 3 to obtain 2(n+1).
7: n = n+ 1.
8: end while
9: return The final solution set {P∗,A∗, 2∗

}.
10: Calculate the optimal value for cellular sum-rate Rc.

We have analyzed that the original problem P1 is
non-convex and NP-hard. Then, the three subproblems are
iteratively solved based on BCD method [12], [45]. Specif-
ically, some non-convex constraints are replaced based on
CUB approximation in Algorithm 1, so the solution of prob-
lem P2 is suboptimal. Thereafter, the search method in
Algorithm 2 can find the optimal solution of problem P6.

Besides, in Algorithm 3 we utilize SCA to handle the non-
convex constraints, and the solution of problem P8 is still
suboptimal. As the algorithm in Algorithm 4 is guaranteed to
converge to a stationary point, the final solution {P∗,A∗, 2∗

}

after all iterations should be the suboptimal solution of orig-
inal problem P1.

E. CONVERGENCE AND COMPLEXITY ANALYSIS
1) CONVERGENCE
In Algorithm 1, we need T1 iterations for problem P5 and T2
iterations for problem P4. After the i-th iteration process of
the T1 iterations, the objective value z can be denoted as

z(i) = z
(
P (i), Q(i)

)
. (32)

Notice that when α is updated by αℓk =
pdℓ
Qk

, the objective
value z keeps same. Then

z(i) = z
(
P (i), Q(i), α(i)

)
= z

(
P (i), Q(i), α(i+1)

)
. (33)

By using α(i+1) for the next iteration, when we obtain the
optimal solution, we must have

z
(
P (i+1), Q(i+1), α(i+1)

)
≤ z

(
P (i), Q(i), α(i+1)

)
, (34)

thus, we have

z(i+1)
= z

(
P (i+1), Q(i+1), α(i+1)

)
≤ z(i). (35)

According to the limitation in problem P5, the objective
value has the lower bound. When the value of iterations is
large enough, this optimal value is guaranteed to converge.
Similarly, the iterations for problem P4 can also be proved to
converge to a stationary point based on above analysis. Then,
the Algorithm 1 is convergent.
Next the convergence of Algorithm 3 is analyzed. During

the inner T4 iterations, the problem P10 is always a convex
optimization problem and the objective function is monoton-
ically non-increasing. Then, the inner process is guaranteed
to converge. For the outer iterations, when the penalty coef-
ficient increases to large enough, the objective values can
converge to a stationary point.

For the overall algorithm in Algorithm 4, we define that

Rc(n) ≜ Rc
(
P (n),A(n), 2(n)

)
. (36)

As the problem P2, P6, and P7 are solved during the n-th
iteration, we must have

Rc
(
P (n),A(n), 2(n)

)
≤ Rc

(
P (n+1),A(n+1), 2(n+1)

)
.

(37)

Notice that the objective function has the upper bound
because of power limitation, the proposed algorithm in
Algorithm 4 is proved to converge to a stationary point.
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TABLE 1. Simulation parameters.

2) COMPLEXITY
In Algorithm 1, the computational complexity is O(T1(w +

1)3.5 + T2(w)3.5), where w ≜ NJ + JD + K . The com-
putational complexity of Algorithm 2 is O(λµ). For Algo-
rithm 3, the computational complexity of solving problem
P10 is O

(
(M + 2)4.5

)
, so the computational complexity of

applying Algorithm 3 is O
(
T3T4(M + 2)4.5

)
. Thus, for the

overall proposed algorithm in Algorithm 4, the computa-
tional complexity is O

(
Ñ (T1(w+ 1)3.5 + T2(w)3.5 + λµ+

T3T4(M + 2)4.5)
)
.

IV. SIMULATION RESULTS
In this section, we perform simulations to demonstrate the
performance of our proposed resource allocation algorithm.
Our simulation model utilizes a single-cell uplink SCMA
system. Notice that the small modulation and simple channel
coding are preferable as the devices in massive machine
communications are low-complexity [44], the uplink SCMA
system with large users and massive RISs can be resolved in
small-scale SCMA structure and RISs with same overloading
feature. Thus, our scheme utilizes J = 6 and K = 4 with
a small RIS. For the location scenario, the BS and RIS
are located at coordinates (0,0,15) meters and (300, 0, 15)
meters, respectively. The cellular users are randomly and
uniformly placed in a circle centered at (320, 0, 0) meters
with radius 10 m, while the D2D pairs are randomly and
uniformly placed in a circle centered at (500, 0, 0) meters
with radius 10 m. In each D2D pair, the distance between
DT and DR is uniformly and independently distributed from
[1, 5] meters. The channel models for both cellular com-
munications and D2D communications are generated with a
normalized Rayleigh fading component as small-scale fading
and a distance-dependent path loss model as big-scale fading.
For the SINR requirements of D2D communications, we set
the minimum rate Rd0 instead of γd0 as γd0 = 2R

d
0 −1. Besides,

other simulation parameters are summarized in Table 1.
In order to evaluate the performance of our proposed algo-

rithm, we consider some different benchmark methods. For
RPS scheme, the power variables and RB allocation variables
are optimized with our proposed methods while the phase
shift matrix 2 are randomly allocated, as each phase shift
is uniformly and independently generated from (0, 2π ]. For
RPO scheme, each user’s power is randomly allocated under
constraints while other variables are optimized. Besides, D2D
users randomly select RB in RRB scheme with optimized

FIGURE 2. Cellular sum-rate versus number of D2D pairs.

power and RIS phase shifts. In the last scheme, the system
performance is simulated without RIS.

A. ALGORITHM PERFORMANCE VERSUS D2D PAIR
The cellular sum-rate performance versus different number
of D2D pairs is shown in Fig. 2. The parameters of Pc0, P

d
0 ,

and Rd0 are set as in Table 1. As the number of D2D pairs JD
is not more than K , Fig. 2 gives all four situations. Firstly, the
figure shows that the increase of D2D pairs leads to the reduce
of cellular sum-rate. This is obviously because the mutual
interference between cellular users and D2D users becomes
stronger with more D2D communications. We can observe
that every additional D2D pair makes the performance of
cellular sum-rate reduce about 8 bit/s/Hz.

Besides, the comparison with different schemes shows that
our proposed algorithm outperforms other four schemes. The
proposed scheme significantly improves the sum-rate perfor-
mance compared with RRB scheme and the scheme without
RIS, which proves that RIS-aided networks can bring con-
siderable gain for SCMA cellular communications, and the
lack for the optimization of RB allocation problem will bring
worst influence to cellular sum-rate performance. Notice
that the gap between proposed scheme and RPS scheme are
always about 1 bit/s/Hz with different D2D pairs. The proba-
ble reason is that the RIS is not large enough and the reflecting
elements are limited, which makes the limited optimization
of phase shift. Thereafter, the gap between proposed scheme
and RPO scheme also becomes small as D2D pairs increase.
That is because more mutual interference is considered when
more users’ power needs to be optimized, and some power
variables have to be limited optimized.

B. ALGORITHM PERFORMANCE VERSUS CELLULAR
POWER LIMITATION
We compare the performance of the proposed algorithm
with other four schemes versus different CU power limi-
tation, Pc0, in this part. The scenario of D2D pairs is set
as JD = 2. From Fig. 3 we can find that as the maximum
power improves, the performance of cellular sum-rate also
improves smoothly. The reason is that more cellular users can
be allocated with high value power while the requirements
of D2D communications are guaranteed. Then, the proposed
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FIGURE 3. Cellular sum-rate versus CU power limitation.

FIGURE 4. Cellular sum-rate versus D2D power limitation.

algorithm still presents best performance, as it always brings
an improvement of 4 bit/s/Hz compared with the scheme
without RIS. Besides, the performance is also insignificant
compared with RPS scheme as the limited elements. The gap
between proposed scheme and RPO scheme becomes larger,
while the RRB scheme still makes worst performance.

C. ALGORITHM PERFORMANCE VERSUS D2D POWER
LIMITATION
Fig. 4 focuses on the cellular sum-rate performance versus
different D2D power limitation, Pd0 . We still set JD = 2 for
D2D pairs and keep other basic parameters invariant. Differ-
ent from the trend in Fig. 3, the cellular sum-rate reduces
smoothly when the D2D power limitation increases. It is
easy to understand as each D2D pair with higher value
power brings stronger interference to cellular communica-
tions. On the other hand, the proposed algorithm still shows
more significant gain compared with other schemes. The gap
between proposed scheme and four other schemes basically
keeps the same as shown in Fig. 3, and the similar reason is
omitted here.

D. ALGORITHM PERFORMANCE VERSUS D2D RATE
LIMITATION
In this part, we operate simulation to observe the performance
of cellular sum-rate versus different D2D rate limitation, Rd0 .

FIGURE 5. Cellular sum-rate versus D2D rate limitation.

The scenario of other parameters is the same as above parts.
Fig. 5 also shows the monotonic decreasing trend, as cellu-
lar communications have to make sacrifice to improve the
qualities of D2D communications. Besides, the proposed
algorithmwith RIS-aided network still keeps outstanding per-
formance, which proves that RIS brings prominent improve-
ment for SCMA cellular network to mitigate the mutual
interference as much as possible.

We can also notice that the gap between RRB scheme
and proposed scheme becomes smaller with higher D2D rate
limitation. That is because when the requirements of D2D
communications improve, there are fewer options for each
D2D pair to select corresponding RB. Thus, the random
distribution becomes closer to the optimal distribution.

V. CONCLUSION
In this paper, we utilize RIS technologies and SCMA schemes
to improve the cellular communication quality of our hybrid
network with D2D users. To improve the performance of
cellular sum-rate, we focus on the joint resource allocation
problem including user’s power, phase shifts at the RIS, and
the RB allocation of D2D pairs. The problem with coupled
variables is decoupled into three subproblems andwe propose
corresponding methods to solve them. Simulation results
prove that our proposed algorithm is appropriate and efficient
to solve the optimization problem. Besides, reinforcement
learning (RL) algorithms are becoming promising methods
for solving optimization problems. In our further research
with RIS-aided uplink SCMA system coexisting with D2D,
we will aim to explore the potential of this approach. .

REFERENCES
[1] K. David and H. Berndt, ‘‘6G vision and requirements: Is there any need

for beyond 5G?’’ IEEE Veh. Technol. Mag., vol. 13, no. 3, pp. 72–80,
Sep. 2018.

[2] Q. Wu, W. Chen, D. W. K. Ng, and R. Schober, ‘‘Spectral and energy-
efficient wireless powered IoT networks: NOMAor TDMA?’’ IEEE Trans.
Veh. Technol., vol. 67, no. 7, pp. 6663–6667, Jul. 2018.

[3] H. Nikopour and H. Baligh, ‘‘Sparse code multiple access,’’ in Proc. IEEE
24th Annu. Int. Symp. Pers., Indoor, Mobile Radio Commun. (PIMRC),
Sep. 2013, pp. 332–336.

[4] M. N. Tehrani, M. Uysal, and H. Yanikomeroglu, ‘‘Device-to-device com-
munication in 5G cellular networks: Challenges, solutions, and future
directions,’’ IEEE Commun. Mag., vol. 52, no. 5, pp. 86–92, May 2014.

VOLUME 11, 2023 39987



Y. Liu et al.: Resource Allocation in the RIS Assisted SCMA Cellular Network

[5] J. Liu, M. Sheng, L. Liu, Y. Shi, and J. Li, ‘‘Modeling and analysis of
SCMA enhanced D2D and cellular hybrid network,’’ IEEE Trans. Com-
mun., vol. 65, no. 1, pp. 173–185, Jan. 2017.

[6] Q. Wu and R. Zhang, ‘‘Towards smart and reconfigurable environment:
Intelligent reflecting surface aided wireless network,’’ IEEE Commun.
Mag., vol. 58, no. 1, pp. 106–112, Jan. 2020.

[7] C. Huang, S. Hu, G. C. Alexandropoulos, A. Zappone, C. Yuen, R. Zhang,
M. Di Renzo, and M. Debbah, ‘‘Holographic MIMO surfaces for 6G
wireless networks: Opportunities, challenges, and trends,’’ IEEE Wireless
Commun., vol. 27, no. 5, pp. 118–125, Oct. 2020.

[8] Z. Shi, H. Wang, Y. Fu, X. Ye, G. Yang, and S. Ma, ‘‘Outage performance
andAoIminimization of HARQ-IR-RIS aided IoT networks,’’ IEEE Trans.
Commun., vol. 71, no. 3, pp. 1740–1754, Mar. 2023.

[9] Z. Ding and H. V. Poor, ‘‘A simple design of IRS-NOMA transmission,’’
IEEE Commun. Lett., vol. 24, no. 5, pp. 1119–1123, May 2020.

[10] X. Mu, Y. Liu, L. Guo, J. Lin, and N. Al-Dhahir, ‘‘Exploiting intelligent
reflecting surfaces in NOMA networks: Joint beamforming optimization,’’
IEEE Trans. Wireless Commun., vol. 19, no. 10, pp. 6884–6898, Oct. 2020.

[11] J. Zuo, Y. Liu, Z. Qin, and N. Al-Dhahir, ‘‘Resource allocation in intelli-
gent reflecting surface assisted NOMA systems,’’ IEEE Trans. Commun.,
vol. 68, no. 11, pp. 7170–7183, Nov. 2020.

[12] W. Ni, X. Liu, Y. Liu, H. Tian, andY. Chen, ‘‘Resource allocation for multi-
cell IRS-aided NOMAnetworks,’’ IEEE Trans. Wireless Commun., vol. 20,
no. 7, pp. 4253–4268, Jul. 2021.

[13] M. Zeng, X. Li, G. Li, W. Hao, and O. A. Dobre, ‘‘Sum rate maximization
for IRS-assisted uplink NOMA,’’ IEEE Commun. Lett., vol. 25, no. 1,
pp. 234–238, Sep. 2021.

[14] D. Song, W. Shin, and J. Lee, ‘‘A maximum throughput design for wire-
less powered communication networks with IRS-NOMA,’’ IEEE Wireless
Commun. Lett., vol. 10, no. 4, pp. 849–853, Apr. 2021.

[15] X. Gao, Y. Liu, X. Liu, and Z. Qin, ‘‘Resource allocation in IRSs aided
MISO-NOMA networks: A machine learning approach,’’ in Proc. IEEE
Global Commun. Conf. (GLOBECOM), Dec. 2020, pp. 1–6.

[16] J. Zhu, Y. Huang, J. Wang, K. Navaie, and Z. Ding, ‘‘Power efficient IRS-
assisted NOMA,’’ IEEE Trans. Commun., vol. 69, no. 2, pp. 900–913,
Feb. 2021.

[17] G. Chen, Q.Wu,W. Chen, D.W.K. Ng, and L. Hanzo, ‘‘IRS-aidedwireless
powered MEC systems: TDMA or NOMA for computation offloading?’’
IEEE Trans. Wireless Commun., vol. 22, no. 2, pp. 1201–1218, Feb. 2023.

[18] H. Wang, C. Liu, Z. Shi, Y. Fu, and R. Song, ‘‘Power minimization for
two-cell IRS-aided NOMA systems with joint detection,’’ IEEE Commun.
Lett., vol. 25, no. 5, pp. 1635–1639, May 2021.

[19] H. Wang, C. Liu, Z. Shi, Y. Fu, and R. Song, ‘‘On power minimization
for IRS-aided downlink NOMA systems,’’ IEEE Wireless Commun. Lett.,
vol. 9, no. 11, pp. 1808–1811, Nov. 2020.

[20] F. Fang, Y. Xu, Q.-V. Pham, and Z. Ding, ‘‘Energy-efficient design
of IRS-NOMA networks,’’ IEEE Trans. Veh. Technol., vol. 69, no. 11,
pp. 14088–14092, Sep. 2020.

[21] H. Wang, C. Liu, Z. Shi, Y. Fu, and R. Song, ‘‘Power minimization for
uplink RIS-assisted CoMP-NOMA networks with GSIC,’’ IEEE Trans.
Commun., vol. 70, no. 7, pp. 4559–4573, Jul. 2022.

[22] S. Sharma, K. Deka, Y. Hong, and D. Dixit, ‘‘Intelligent reflecting surface-
assisted uplink SCMA system,’’ IEEE Commun. Lett., vol. 25, no. 8,
pp. 2728–2732, Aug. 2021.

[23] I. Al-Nahhal, O. A. Dobre, and E. Basar, ‘‘Reconfigurable intelligent
surface-assisted uplink sparse codemultiple access,’’ IEEECommun. Lett.,
vol. 25, no. 6, pp. 2058–2062, Jun. 2021.

[24] I. Al-Nahhal, O. A. Dobre, E. Basar, T. M. N. Ngatched, and S. Ikki,
‘‘Reconfigurable intelligent surface optimization for uplink sparse code
multiple access,’’ IEEE Commun. Lett., vol. 26, no. 1, pp. 133–137,
Jan. 2022.

[25] M. H. Khoshafa, T. M. N. Ngatched, and M. H. Ahmed, ‘‘Reconfig-
urable intelligent surfaces-aided physical layer security enhancement in
D2D underlay communications,’’ IEEE Commun. Lett., vol. 25, no. 5,
pp. 1443–1447, May 2021.

[26] Y. Ni, Y. Liu, J. Wang, Q. Wang, H. Zhao, and H. Zhu, ‘‘Performance
analysis for RIS-assistedD2D communication under Nakagami-m fading,’’
IEEE Trans. Veh. Technol., vol. 70, no. 6, pp. 5865–5879, Jun. 2021.

[27] Y. Chen, B. Ai, H. Zhang, Y. Niu, L. Song, Z. Han, and H. V. Poor, ‘‘Recon-
figurable intelligent surface assisted device-to-device communications,’’
IEEE Trans. Wireless Commun., vol. 20, no. 5, pp. 2792–2804, May 2021.

[28] G. Yang, Y. Liao, Y.-C. Liang, and O. Tirkkonen, ‘‘Reconfigurable intelli-
gent surface empowered underlaying device-to-device communication,’’ in
Proc. IEEE Wireless Commun. Netw. Conf. (WCNC), Mar. 2021, pp. 1–6.

[29] Z. Ji, Z. Qin, and C. G. Parini, ‘‘Reconfigurable intelligent surface aided
cellular networks with device-to-device users,’’ IEEE Trans. Commun.,
vol. 70, no. 3, pp. 1808–1819, Mar. 2022.

[30] Y. Cao, T. Lv, W. Ni, and Z. Lin, ‘‘Sum-rate maximization for multi-
reconfigurable intelligent surface-assisted device-to-device communica-
tions,’’ IEEE Trans. Commun., vol. 69, no. 11, pp. 7283–7296, Nov. 2021.

[31] W. Wang, L. Yang, A. Meng, Y. Zhan, and D. W. K. Ng, ‘‘Resource alloca-
tion for IRS-aided JP-CoMP downlink cellular networks with underlaying
D2D communications,’’ IEEE Trans. Wireless Commun., vol. 21, no. 6,
pp. 4295–4309, Jun. 2022.

[32] C. Zhang,W. Chen, C. He, and X. Li, ‘‘Throughput maximization for intel-
ligent reflecting surface-aided device-to-device communications system,’’
J. Commun. Inf. Netw., vol. 5, no. 4, pp. 403–410, Dec. 2020.

[33] C. Cai, H. Yang, X. Yuan, Y.-J. A. Zhang, and Y. Liu, ‘‘Reconfig-
urable intelligent surface assisted D2D underlay communications: A two-
timescale optimization design,’’ J. Commun. Info. Net., vol. 5, no. 4,
pp. 369–380, Dec. 2020.

[34] C. Zhang, W. Chen, Q. Chen, and C. He, ‘‘Distributed intelligent reflecting
surfaces-aided device-to-device communications system,’’ J. Commun.
Inform. Netw., vol. 6, no. 3, pp. 197–207, 2021.

[35] Z. Peng, T. Li, C. Pan, H. Ren, and J. Wang, ‘‘RIS-aided D2D communica-
tions relying on statistical CSI with imperfect hardware,’’ IEEE Commun.
Lett., vol. 26, no. 2, pp. 473–477, Feb. 2022.

[36] G. Yang, Y. Liao, Y.-C. Liang, O. Tirkkonen, G. Wang, and X. Zhu,
‘‘Reconfigurable intelligent surface empowered device-to-device commu-
nication underlaying cellular networks,’’ IEEE Trans. Commun., vol. 69,
no. 11, pp. 7790–7805, Nov. 2021.

[37] G. Qian, Y. Zheng, W. Chen, and C. He, ‘‘Secrecy rate maximization
for intelligent reflecting surface-assisted device-to-device communications
system,’’ in Proc. IEEE 94th Veh. Technol. Conf. (VTC-Fall), Sep. 2021,
pp. 1–6.

[38] S. Jia, X. Yuan, and Y.-C. Liang, ‘‘Reconfigurable intelligent surfaces
for energy efficiency in D2D communication network,’’ IEEE Wireless
Commun. Lett., vol. 10, no. 3, pp. 683–687, Mar. 2021.

[39] S. Mao, X. Chu, Q. Wu, L. Liu, and J. Feng, ‘‘Intelligent reflecting surface
enhanced D2D cooperative computing,’’ IEEE Wireless Commun. Lett.,
vol. 10, no. 7, pp. 1419–1423, Jul. 2021.

[40] M. Fu, Y. Zhou, and Y. Shi, ‘‘Reconfigurable intelligent surface for inter-
ference alignment in MIMO device-to-device networks,’’ in Proc. IEEE
Int. Conf. Commun. Workshops (ICC Workshops), Jun. 2021, pp. 1–6.

[41] Y. Liu,W. Chen, F.Wei, and F. Labeau, ‘‘SCMA receiver design for cellular
uplink transmission coexisted with D2D,’’ in Proc. 11th Int. Conf. Wireless
Commun. Signal Process. (WCSP), Oct. 2019, pp. 1–6.

[42] M. Taherzadeh, H. Nikopour, A. Bayesteh, and H. Baligh, ‘‘SCMA
codebook design,’’ in Proc. IEEE 80th Veh. Technol. Conf. (VTC-Fall),
Sep. 2014, pp. 1–5.

[43] Y. Liu and W. Chen, ‘‘Capacity analysis and sum rate maximization for
the SCMA cellular network coexisting with D2D communications,’’China
Commun., vol. 19, no. 10, pp. 55–68, Oct. 2022.

[44] G. Chen, Y. Cui, H. V. Cheng, F. Yang, and L. Ding, ‘‘Analysis and
optimization of successful symbol transmission rate for grant-free mas-
sive access with massive MIMO,’’ IEEE Commun. Lett., vol. 23, no. 12,
pp. 2381–2385, Dec. 2019.

[45] X.Mu, Y. Liu, L. Guo, J. Lin, and H. V. Poor, ‘‘Intelligent reflecting surface
enhanced multi-UAV NOMA networks,’’ IEEE J. Sel. Areas Commun.,
vol. 39, no. 10, pp. 3051–3066, Oct. 2021.

YUKAI LIU received the B.S. degree from
Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU), in 2016,
where he is currently pursuing the Ph.D. degree in
information and communication engineering. His
current research interests include wireless commu-
nications, with particular focus on multiple access
and device-to-device communications.

39988 VOLUME 11, 2023



Y. Liu et al.: Resource Allocation in the RIS Assisted SCMA Cellular Network

WEN CHEN (Senior Member, IEEE) is a tenured
Professor with Shanghai Jiao Tong University.
He has published more than 100 articles in IEEE
journals and more than 120 papers in IEEE con-
ferences, with citations more than 8000 in Google
Scholar. His research interests include reconfig-
urable meta-surface, multiple access, wireless AI,
and green networks. He is a fellow of the Chinese
Institute of Electronics. He is the Chair of the IEEE
Vehicular Technology Society, Shanghai Chapter.

He is an Editor of IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS, IEEE
TRANSACTIONS ON COMMUNICATIONS, IEEE ACCESS, and IEEE OPEN JOURNAL
OF VEHICULAR TECHNOLOGY. He is a Distinguished Lecturer of the IEEE
Communications Society and the IEEE Vehicular Technology Society.

HONGYING TANG received the Ph.D. degree
from Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU),
China, in 2015. She is currently a Senior Engineer
with the Science and Technology on Microsystem
Laboratory, Shanghai Institute of Microsystem
and Information Technology, Chinese Academy of
Sciences. Her research interests include unmanned
aerial vehicle (UAV) communications and MAC
protocols in wireless sensor networks.

KUNLUN WANG (Member, IEEE) received
the Ph.D. degree in electronic engineering from
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai, China,
in 2016. From 2016 to 2017, he was with
Huawei Technologies Company Ltd., where he
was involved in energy efficiency algorithm
design. From 2017 to 2019, he was with the
Key Laboratory of Wireless Sensor Network and
Communication, SIMIT, Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences, Shanghai. From 2019 to 2020, he was with

the School of Information Science and Technology, ShanghaiTech Univer-
sity. Since 2021, he has been a Professor with the School of Communication
and Electronic Engineering, East China Normal University. His current
research interests include energy efficient communications, fog computing
networks, resource allocation, and optimization algorithm.

VOLUME 11, 2023 39989


