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ABSTRACT Power factor correction (PFC) is usually realized with a boost converter in a traditional power
converter. This paper introduces a PFC modulated WPT method which can realize PFC function through
phase-shift modulation of the primary-side inverter of a series-series (SS)WPT system. A close-loop control
method of the phase-shift modulated system is also proposed for practical implementations. Without using
a PFC converter, the structure of a WPT system can be simplified. Theoretical analysis and experimental
results are provided to verify the idea.

INDEX TERMS Phase modulation, power factor correction, wireless power transfer.

I. INTRODUCTION
In recent years, energy and environmental problems have
become increasingly serious, and the rise of electric vehi-
cles (EVs) might be a solution to the pollution caused by
the emissions of traditional fuel vehicles. As the scale of
EVs continues to expand, it is urgent to solve the problems
of insufficient supply of charging piles and unreasonable
distribution of charging locations. Due to the emergence
of high-power, high-switching frequency semiconductor
devices, researches on WPT technology have been widely
carried out. Compared with the traditional wired charging
systems, WPT offers many benefits such as high electri-
cal isolation, high flexibility and high reliability, especially
in harsh environments. WPT has been widely adopted in
transportation [1], [2], consumer electronics [3], [4], [5], [6],
biomedical implantation [7], [8], [9], underwater equipment,
energy hub [10], etc. In particular, it is of great significance
for EV charging [11], [12], [13], [14], which can reduce
battery storage requirements through opportunistic charging
technology [15].
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Grid-connected power electronic converters need to limit
the total harmonic distortion and have a high power factor.
To reduce the grid reactive power and current harmonics, PFC
converters are widely used in medium and high-power WPT
systems. Active PFC circuits can be implemented using vari-
ous converter topologies, including buck, boost, and flyback
converters [16]. Among these topologies, boost converters are
currently widely adopted (Fig. 1).

FIGURE 1. Traditional single-phase two-stage AC-DC WPT system with
boost PFC.

According to the locations of the PFC converter, it can
be divided into front-end PFC [17] and back-end PFC [18].
The classic front-end PFC is connected to the AC grid
through a boost circuit to ensure high input power factor
[19]. The front-end PFC converter of [20] consists of three
parallel switches to reduce component stress and ensure safe
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FIGURE 2. The WPT system with phase-shift PFC modulation.

operation of the circuit. The PFC converter is connected to
the receiver in [21], and the topology is chosen so that the
PFC stage has a sufficiently high input voltage with a weak
coupling. The back-end PFC can simplify the structure of
the primary side, but it will introduce pulsating power to the
output [22].

Various approaches have been proposed to eliminate mul-
tiple stages in the transmitter of a WPT system. The com-
monly adopted technique is to use anAC-ACmatrix converter
to replace the traditional rectifier-PFC converter- inverter
structure [23], [24]. Based on the series-parallel (SP) com-
pensation topology, a three-phase AC-AC matrix converter
comprising of six reverse-blocking switches and one regular
switch, as long as a variable-frequency control strategy is
proposed in [25] for WPT applications. PFC is realized by
adopting the energy-injection and free-oscillation technique.
A single-phase AC-AC matrix converter as well as an active
rectifier are adopted in [26] to realize bidirectional WPT,
based on dual-LCC compensation. The condition of realizing
PFC have been derived and the modulation of secondary-side
active rectifier is practically implemented. In [27], a current-
fed AC-AC matrix converter with PFC function is proposed,
which requires an energy storage inductor.

Apart from using a matrix converter, some other solu-
tions are also reported to get rid of the PFC converter.
In [28], frequency modulation is proposed for PFC with
a rectifier-inverter and SP compensation topology. In [29],
a single-stageWPT resonant converter with front-end bridge-
less boost PFC rectifier is proposed. The bridgeless boost
PFC converter is combined with the inverter so that less
switches are required. In [30], a novel direct AC-AC con-
verter is proposed for WPT systems. The converter only uses
four regular switches for AC-AC conversation. However, the
voltage usage rage of this converter is low and thereby it
which performs AC-DC PFC rectification and DC-DC WPT
conversion simultaneously to generate AC power containing

line-frequency and high-frequency components. In [32],
a T-type inverter is proposed for three-phase WPT system,
which realizes PFC through duty cycle modulation, might be
not suitable for high-power applications. In [31], only a full-
bridge structure is designed on the primary side.

This paper proposes a PFC modulation method based on
an SS WPT system. The grid voltage is directly supplied to
the primary-side inverter after uncontrolled rectification. PFC
function is realized through the phase-shift of the primary-
side inverter. Compared with the traditionalWPT system, this
solution eliminates the PFC converter at the front-end of the
primary inverter.

II. GENERAL ANALYSIS OF PFC MODULATION
TheWPT systemwith the proposed PFCmodulation is shown
in Fig. 2. Compared with the traditional WPT system topol-
ogy, the PFC circuit on the grid side is omitted, and the grid
voltage is directly rectified into a 100 Hz pulsating voltage
to supply the primary-side inverter of the WPT system. The
operating frequency of the inverter is 85 kHz. To realize PFC,
the only component to filter the 100Hz pulsating power toDC
power is the output capacitor CO in this system. CP is small
for buffering the AC power in the switching frequency level.
The output voltage amplitude of the inverter equals the grid
pulsating voltage. Vref and Iref are the set reference values for
the system output voltage and current. For this topology, the
PFC function can be achieved only by primary-side modu-
lation. The grid-side EMI filter filters out the 85 kHz high-
frequency components.

Themain idea of PFC in this system is tomake the instanta-
neous output power of the inverter equal to the instantaneous
input power from the grid as given by (3). To do so, phase-
shift modulation of the inverter can be adopted, as shown in
Fig.3.

Ideally, PFC means shaping the input current from the
grid to be a sinusoidal wave which is in phase with the grid
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FIGURE 3. Inverter output voltage in one power frequency cycle,
amplitude and duty cycle change with time.

voltage. Therefore, the input voltage and current are given by

vgrid (t) =
√
2Vgrid sin (ω0t) , (1)

igrid (t) =
√
2Igrid sin (ω0t) , (2)

where Vgrid and Igrid are the RMS value of the grid voltage
and current, respectively, and ω0 is the angular frequency of
the grid voltage. Then, the input power from the grid is given
by

pgrid (t) = 2VgridIgrid sin2 (ω0t) . (3)

The average input power is given by

Pgrid = VgridIgrid. (4)

By neglecting the losses, the average input power Pgrid of the
system is equal to the average output power PO, which is

Pgrid = PO = VOIO. (5)

Then, the RMS value of the grid current is derived as

Igrid =
VOIO
Vgrid

. (6)

By substituting (6) into (3), (3) is rewritten as

pgrid (t) = 2VOIO sin2 (ω0t) . (7)

The circuit equations of the system are given by

V̇1 = (RP1 + jX1)İ1 + jωMİ2, (8)

V̇2 = jωMİ1 + (RP2 + jX2)İ2, (9)

where Xi = ωLi – 1/(ωCi), i = 1, 2, is the reactance of
Resonator-i; M is the mutual inductance of coil L1 and L2;
ω is the angular switching frequency of the inverter which is
much higher than ω0. Because CP is a small capacitor which
has negligible effect on the line-frequency power, the inverter
output power is expected to be equal to the grid input power
in the time scale of ω0, i.e.

pinv (t) = pgrid (t) . (10)

III. PFC WITH PHASE-SHIFT MODULATION
A. MODULATION SCHEME
Phase-shift modulation is widely adopted to regulate the out-
put voltage of a full-bridge inverter by changing the relative
phase angle between two inverter legs.

Firstly, also because CP is a small capacitor which has
negligible effect on the line-frequency voltage after rectifi-
cation, the amplitude of the DC input voltage of the inverter
is assumed the rectified grid voltage. In a switching cycle
(or a half switching cycle), the input voltage of the inverter
can be considered constant. Therefore, the RMS value of the
fundamental component of the inverter output voltage in a
switching cycle (or a half switching cycle) is given by

V1_inv(t) =
2
√
2

π
|
√
2 Vgrid sin (ω0t) | sin

α

2
, (11)

where α is the phase-shift angle of the inverter, as shown in
Fig. 4. It should be noted thatV1_inv is changing with the input
voltage of the inverter (i.e., the rectified grid voltage).

In the WPT system in Fig. 1, the operating frequency
fS is equal to the resonant frequency fR of two resonators,
i.e., X1 = X2 = 0. The DC output voltage is constant,
therefore, the RMS value of the fundamental component of
the primary current i1 can be derived with (9) by neglecting
the effect of the parasitic resistance, which is

I1 =
2
√
2

π

VO
ωM

, (12)

where VO is the output voltage.
Because the input impedance of this system is pure resis-

tive, the output power of the inverter is given by

pinv_inv(t) = |
√
2 Vgrid sinω0t|

8
π2

VO
ωM

sin
α

2
. (13)

By solving (10), the required phase-shift angle α is given by

α = 2 arcsin(B| sinω0t|), (14)

where

B =
π2ωMIgrid
4
√
2 VO

, and 0 < B < 1. (15)

By substituting (6) into (15), B is rewritten as

B =
π2ωMIO
4
√
2 Vgrid

, and 0 < B < 1. (16)

With (16), the AC equivalent resistance of the system RLe is
given by

RLe =
8
π2

VO
IO

=

√
2ωMVO
BVgrid

. (17)

From (16), it can be seen that B is determined by the output
current (IO) provided that the other conditions are given.With
a heavier load (i.e. larger IO), a larger B is required. Fig. 5
shows the curves of α with different values of B from (14).
The peak value of α increases with B. When B = 1, the peak
value of α is π (rad), which means the inverter output voltage
reaches themaximum at the timewhen the grid voltage peaks.
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B. COUPLER DESIGN
The coupler design process of the phase-shift modulation
system is provided in this section.

To maximize the usage rate of the input voltage of the
inverter, B is set to 1 when designing the coupler. Firstly, the
winding currents should be determined so that the number of
strands of the wires can be determined. The primary winding
current is calculated with (12) after the output voltage of
the application is given. Similarly, the RMS value of the
secondary winding current in the time scale of the inverter
switching cycle can be estimated with

I2_inv(t) =
V1_inv(t)

ωM
, (18)

after the inverter output voltage is calculated with (11). This
RMS value is changing with V1_inv in double line frequency.
To have the RMS value in the time scale of the line frequency,
we can integrate it in a half line period

I2 =
1
π

π∫
0

I2_inv(ω0t)
ωM

d(ω0t). (19)

Then the maximal mutual inductance for outputting the
rated power is given by (16) and the optimal secondary wind-
ing inductance is given by [33] as

L2_opt =
8
π2

VO
kωIO

. (20)

Finally, the number of turns of the windings can be found
with the help of finite-element simulations.

The efficiency of the system is given by [33]

η =
I22RLe

I21RP1 + I22 (RP2 + RLe)
, (21)

where I1 and I2 are obtained from (12) and (19), RLe is
obtained from (17).

FIGURE 4. Phase shift angle of the inverter.

C. SIMULATION VERIFICATION
Simulation studies have been carried out with parameters
given in Table 1. A three-stage compound EMI filter is used in
experiments. The structure and parameters of the same filter

FIGURE 5. Curves of α with different values of B.

TABLE 1. WPT system parameters.

FIGURE 6. The EMI filter used in the simulations and experiments.

TABLE 2. EMI filter parameters.

are used in the simulations, as shown in Fig. 6 and Table 2,
respectively.

Table 3 shows the simulation results with different values
of B. The load resistance varies widely and the system main-
tains constant voltage output. As long as the output voltage
and output power are given, the required B can be calculated
with (16). However, it is difficult to obtain the accurate value
of the mutual inductance needed in (16). Alternatively, B can
be considered as a control variable which is determined by a
negative-feedback controller such as the proportional-integral
(PI) controller in a close-loop manner. Then as long as the
phase-shift angle of the inverter follows (14), PFC is realized.
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TABLE 3. Impact of B on system performance.

FIGURE 7. Experiment platform of the PFC modulated WPT system.

IV. EXPERIMENTAL VERIFICATION
A 3.3 kW prototype is built for experiments, based on the
WPT system topology given in Fig. 2. The size of the pri-
mary and secondary coils is 400mm×400mm, and the air
gap is 150mm. The primary circuit includes an input EMI
filter, a full-bridge rectifier, and a full-bridge inverter con-
structed with SiCMOSFETC2M0025120D fromCREE. The
secondary side adopts an uncontrolled rectifier. The system
parameters are given in Table 1 and the experiment platform
is shown in Fig. 7.

The performances of the system with PFC modulation
method are given in Fig 8-16. Fig. 8 shows the grid voltage
and current waveforms of phase-shift modulation method.
The grid current follows the grid voltage very well. Fig. 9
and 10 shows the inverter output voltage and current wave-
forms for phase-shift modulation with B = 1 and B = 0.5,
respectively. The inverter output voltage is modulated with
the phase-shift angles given by (14) and the inverter output
current maintains constant which is determined by (12) at
most of the time expect for the zero- crossing region. Fig. 11
and 12 shows secondary-side rectifier input voltage and cur-
rent waveforms for phase-shift modulation. Moreover, it is
clear that the output of the phase-shift modulated system
can be regulated by changing B. A closed-loop control of
the phase-shift modulated system is illustrated in Fig. 13.
By regulating B in a close-loop manner, the output voltage of
the system slowly increases from zero to the desired value.
The output voltage ripple is 4.07 V. The changes of the
inverter output voltage and current are shown in Fig. 14.
As predicted by the analysis, the duty cycle of the inverter
output voltage gradually increases with B. Fig. 15 and 16
shows themeasured results when there is a step change in load
power. The output of the system can be regulated to follow
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FIGURE 8. Phase-shift modulation: grid voltage and current waveforms:
(a) B=1, (b) B=0.5.

FIGURE 9. Phase-shift modulation (B=1): inverter output voltage and
current waveforms. (a), (b), (c), (d), (e) Zoomed views at different
moments.

TABLE 4. Experimental results.

the reference through closed-loop control after the load
change.

Table 4 gives themeasured power factor and efficiency. It is
obvious that the output voltage of the phase-shift modulated
system is proportional toB if the load resistance is unchanged.

FIGURE 10. Phase-shift modulation (B=0.5): inverter output voltage and
current waveforms. (a),(b),(c),(d),(e) Zoomed views at different moments.

FIGURE 11. Phase-shift modulation (B=1): secondary-side rectifier input
voltage and current waveforms. (a) over view, (b) zoomed views.

FIGURE 12. Phase-shift modulation (B=0.5): secondary-side rectifier
input voltage and current waveforms. (a) over view, (b) zoomed views.

FIGURE 13. Close loop operation of the phase-shift modulated system:
(a) changes of the grid voltage and current, system output voltage and
current at the start-up stage, (b) zoomed views at the steady stage.

The efficiency of B = 0.5 is lower than that of B = 1.
There are two main reasons. First, B = 0.5 has higher
switching losses. Referring to Fig. 9 (e) and Fig. 10 (e), when
B = 1, the zero-crossing points of the inverter output voltage
and the inverter output current are closed and thereby, the
switching losses are low; when B = 0.5, the duty cycle
of the inverter voltage is much lower which leads to larger
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FIGURE 14. Inverter output voltage and current waveforms at the start-up
stage of the phase-shift modulated system: (a) over view, (b) (c) and
(d) zoomed views at different positions.

FIGURE 15. Close loop operation of the phase-shift modulated system
with a step change in load power: (a) changes of the grid voltage and
current, system output voltage and current at the start-up stage,
(b) zoomed views at the steady stage.

FIGURE 16. Inverter output voltage and current waveforms of the
phase-shift modulated system with a step change in load power: (a) over
view, (b) zoomed views at the steady stage.

TABLE 5. The ODD harmonics of grid current.

turn-on and also turn-off losses. It should be noted that the
switching losses in the time period when the grid voltage
is closed to the peak is dominant because the inverter DC
voltage is higher. Second, when B = 0.5, the output current
is lower, which makes the equivalent resistance of the diode
rectifier larger. In other words, the percentage of the rectifier
loss will become higher. Table 5 gives measured harmonics
of the system with phase-shift modulation. The power factor

and harmonics comply with the standard requirements [34]
well.

V. CONCLUSION
This paper proposes a PFC-modulated WPT system which
realizes PFC function through the phase-shift modulation
of the primary-side inverter of the WPT system. Thereby,
no PFC converter is required. The required phase-shift angle
of the inverter is calculated. Experimental results verify that
the WPT system can realize PFC through the proposed mod-
ulation method. Close loop control for the phase-shift PFC
modulation is introduced.
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