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Power Performance of Bifacial c-Si PV Modules
With Different Shading Ratios
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Abstract—Unlike conventional photovoltaic (PV) modules that
generate power by absorbing light through the front side only, a
bifacial PV module can generate power by absorbing light through
the rear as well as the front, which would lead to an enhancement
of power generation. Particularly, bifacial PV modules would have
the advantage of lower power loss in shaded environments than
monofacial PV modules, thanks to the light absorbed through
the rear side. To predict the power of a bifacial PV module in
a shaded environment, modeling is suggested by considering the
shaded areas, the operational status of the bypass diodes, and
the temperature of the bifacial PV module. To verify the power
prediction of a bifacial PV module with a shaded area, modeled
and measured powers are compared, showing error rates of 7.28%.
From the results of the power loss experiments for bifacial and
monofacial PV modules in shaded environments, it is confirmed
that the bifacial PV module shows a relatively low power loss rate
when compared with the monofacial PV module, with a power loss
rate being 87.26% of the rate for the monofacial PV module.

Index Terms—Bifacial c-Si PV module, bypass diode, shading.

I. INTRODUCTION

ONE of the major interests of the photovoltaic (PV) power
plant operators is the reduction in the installation cost

of PV power generation systems [1]. It has been reported that
the price of PV modules accounted for 24% of the unit cost of
commercial PV power systems in 2018 [2]. One of the possible
ways for lowering the cost of installing a PV power system
would be the development of a highly efficient solar cell and
module that could generate higher power for a given area. A
bifacial PV module is a highly efficient PV module that can
absorb light not only through the front, but also through the rear.
Power generated through the rear side of a bifacial PV module
varies with different reflective conditions [3].

However, the standardization of the output of a bifacial
c-Si PV module under standard test condition (STC) was in
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the process of publication at the time of writing and will be
published in February 2019 [4].

Although manufacturers that sell PV modules at a unit price
per watt are constantly developing advanced technologies for
bifacial crystalline silicon (c-Si) PV modules [5], [6], there are
not many instances of bifacial c-Si PV module power system
installation.

This is because only a few companies are mass producing
bifacial c-Si PV modules, due to the difficulty of setting a unit
price with the absence of module standardization [7]. If this
problem is resolved, it is expected that the supply of bifacial PV
module power systems will increase. Bifacial PV module power
systems would have the advantage of producing more electricity
by absorbing light through the rear side as well as the front side
[8], [9], and the power loss of bifacial PV module power systems
is lower than that of monofacial PV module power systems in
shaded environments.

Apart from efforts to develop high-efficiency solar cells and
PV modules, there are currently an increasing number of cases
where PV power generation system builders and investors are
installing the systems without considering the surrounding envi-
ronment, resulting in significant electrical loss due to shade. One
significant reason for the electrical loss of PV power systems is
the mismatch between interconnected solar cells due to the shade
on the front of the PV module [10], [11]. If the front of the PV
module is shaded by surrounding facilities and trees, etc., the
solar cell does not produce electricity, but instead acts as a load,
so it consumes electricity and generates heat loss.

In order to reduce electrical losses due to exposure to shade,
bypass diodes are installed in the PV module. Typically, one
bypass diode per 24 cells are installed in a 72-cell PV module
[12], which leads to the minimization of electrical loss by
allowing electricity flow through a bypass diode in the event
of shade exposure. There has been extensive research on the
power characteristics of conventional PV module power systems
under shade conditions [13]. However, the research on power
loss due to front shading of bifacial PV module power systems
is insufficient [14].

In this study, the power loss of bifacial PV modules was
analyzed to prove that the bifacial PV module produces more
power than the monofacial PV module under shade conditions.

In Section II, the modeling was designed to predict the output
of a bifacial PV module due to shading by taking into account
the status of bypass diodes, the shading ratios, and the mod-
ule temperature. In Section III, the power characteristics of a
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Fig. 1. Equivalent circuit for a bifacial solar cell.

bifacial PV module were compared with those of a monofacial
PV module under shaded conditions in outdoor experiments.
Section IV discusses the contribution, limitations, and future
research directions of this paper as a conclusion.

II. MODELING

A. Current and Voltage for Bifacial Solar Cells

In order to predict the output of a bifacial PV module with
shading ratios, the current and voltage of the bifacial solar
cells that comprise a bifacial PV module were modeled. The
maximum power point (MPP) current of a bifacial solar cell can
be represented by the sum of the current (If ) generated by the
absorbed light from the front, and the current (Ir) generated by
the absorbed light from the rear [15], as shown in Fig. 1 with
the following equation:

Icell = If + Ir. (1)

Because the current of a solar cell tends to be proportional
to the irradiation [16], the relation between the front irradiation
of a bifacial solar cell (Sf ) and the current generated (Impp, f )
from light through the front under STC (1000 W/m2, 25 °C, AM
1.5) can be represented as shown in the following equation:

If =
Sf

1000W/m2
· Impp,f . (2)

The expression of the current produced by the absorbed light
from the rear side could be calculated similarly to (2), but
the power difference between the front and the rear under the
same irradiation condition must be taken into account. The
electrical characteristics of the front and the rear of a bifacial
solar cell differ according to the impurity doping concentration,
passivation layer, and distance from the depletion layer, with
the result that the efficiency of the front of a bifacial solar cell is
higher than that of the rear [17]. Bifaciality (Bifi) is one of the
ways to differentiate between the front and rear. Bifaciality can
be expressed in terms of equations with respect to short-circuit
currents (ISC,f : short-circuit current of the front under STC;
ISC,r: short circuit current of the rear under STC) and maximum
powers (Pmpp,f : maximum power of the front under STC;

Pmpp,r: maximum power of the rear under STC), which can
be calculated by the following equations:

BifiIsc =
Isc,r
ISC,f

(3)

BifiPmpp
=

Pmpp,r

Pmpp,f
. (4)

Therefore, by considering bifaciality related to current, the
MPP current generated by absorbed light from the rear can be
expressed as shown in the following equation:

Ir = BifiIsc · Sr

1000W/m2
· Impp,f . (5)

In addition, in order to predict the current of a bifacial solar
cell with shading ratios, the shaded area and the temperature
coefficient should be taken into account. When the shaded front
area of a bifacial solar cell is referred to as SDf , the shaded rear
area is referred to as SDr, and the temperature coefficient of
the short current (Isc) is referred to as δIsc . Considering these
factors, the current for a bifacial solar cell can be expressed as
shown in the following equation:

Icell =

(
Sf

1000W/m2
· Impp,f ·

(
1 − SRf

100

)

+ BifiIsc ·
Sr

1000W/m2
· Impp,f ·

(
1 − SRr

100

))

·
(

1 +
δIsc (t− 25 ◦C)

100

)
(6)

where SRf =
SDf

Acell
· 100%, SRr = SDr

Acell
· 100%.

On the other hand, when a solar cell generates electricity, the
current increases as the irradiation increases, but the voltage is
almost constant [18]. Therefore, the irradiation and the shaded
area are assumed to have little effect on the voltage of a bifacial
solar cell, unlike current, and only the temperature coefficient is
taken into account. That is, when the temperature coefficient of
open voltage (Voc) is δVoc

, and the voltage under STC is Vmpp,
the voltage of a solar cell is expressed as shown in the following
equation:

Vcell = Vmpp ·
(

1 +
δVOC

(t− 25 ◦C)
100

)
. (7)

B. Current and Voltage for a Bifacial PV Module

Based on the voltage and current of the bifacial solar cells that
compose a bifacial PV module as predicted in Section II-A, the
voltage and current of a bifacial PV module can be predicted.

Fig. 2 shows the equivalent circuit of a bifacial PV module
with a total ofm · n solar cells connected in series by connecting
m solar cells per one bypass diode.

Because the current of series-connected solar cells is approx-
imately the same as the lowest current [19], when the current
of the yth solar cell among series-connected solar cells with
an xth bypass diode is denoted as Icellx_y , the current flowing
between the (+) and (−) terminals is referred to as IS1(current
flowing through series-connected solar cells without flowing
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Fig. 2. Equivalent circuit for a bifacial PV module.

into a bypass diode(D1). IS1 can be expressed as shown in the
following equation:

IS1 =

{
min (Icell,1_1, Icell,1_2, . . . , Icell,1_m) SR < k

0 SR ≥ k.

(8)
Equation (8) postulates that if the shading ratio in the series-

connected solar cells is less than k, the minimum value of the
current among m solar cells would be IS1. However, if the
shaded area ratio is larger than k, the current would flow through
the bypass diode, meaning that the current would not flow toward
the solar cells at all (it is assumed that there is no leakage current).
Meanwhile, the voltage between the (+) and (−) terminals is
shown in the following equation:

VS1 =

{
m · Vcell SR < k

−VD1 SR ≥ k.
(9)

If the shaded area ratio of solar cells connected by a by-
pass diode is less than k (operation point of a bypass diode),
the total voltage of the series-connected solar cells is equal
to the sum of each solar cell. That is, if all solar cells are
the same, the total voltage would be the same as m · Vcell

(= Vcell + Vcell + · · ·+ Vcell). However, if the shaded area ra-
tio is larger thank, in which case the voltage between the (+) and
(−) terminals would indicate reverse bias, VS1 would be −VD1 .
In this way, the currents and voltages between the (+) and (−)
terminals of series-connected solar cells, and each bypass diode
(D2, D3, and so on), can be obtained.

Bifacial PV modules in a series of n structures are illustrated
in Fig. 2. Therefore, the current of a bifacial PV module can be
calculated as shown in the following equation:

Imodule = min (IS1, IS2, . . . , ISn) (10)

where IS1 · IS2, . . . , ISn �= 0.
However, there is a difference between (9) and (10). In (10),

when Imodule is calculated, the minimum value must be ob-
tained, except for IS with a value of 0. This is because Imodule

is a current that flows through both the series-connected solar
cells and the bypass diodes, and not through the solar cells
only. Likewise, if it is assumed that bifacial PV modules are

TABLE I
SPECIFICATIONS FOR A BIFACIAL SOLAR CELL

a series-connected structure as shown in Fig. 2, the voltage of a
bifacial PV module is expressed as the sum of the voltages of
each structure. Then, the voltage is calculated as shown in the
following equation:

Vmodule = VS1 + VS2 + · · ·+ VSn. (11)

Finally, the power of a bifacial PV module at MPP can be
presented as shown in (12), as a product of the voltage and
current

Pmodule = Imodule · Vmodule. (12)

III. EXPERIMENTS AND RESULTS

A. Experiments for a Bifacial Solar Cell

Experiments on the power performance of bifacial PV mod-
ules according to various shading ratios were conducted to prove
that the current of a solar cell decreases in relation to the shaded
area, as mentioned in Section II. The specifications of the bifacial
solar cell used in the experiments are described in Table I.

From the perspective of experiments for a bifacial solar cell, it
is expected that the performance characteristics of a bifacial PV
module that is composed of one cell and all the elements of PV
module are similar to those of a 72-cell bifacial PV module rather
than the one bifacial solar cell itself. Therefore, one bifacial
solar cell was modularized in order to conduct the experiments.
The lamination process was carried out by layering with low-
iron tempered glass, EVA (ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer),
a bifacial solar cell, EVA, followed by a clear back sheet. The
STC power of the manufactured 1 × 1 bifacial PV module was
4.22W. Cell-to-module (CTM) loss was relatively large, which
is believed to have increased CTM loss due to the relatively
greater proportion of ribbon resistance and contact resistance.

Using the 1 × 1 bifacial PV module, the experiments for
power loss due to the ratio of the shaded area were conducted
as shown in Fig. 3.

Fig. 4 shows the current–voltage [(I)− (v)] and maximum
power–voltage [(p)− (v)] characteristic curves for a 1 × 1 bi-
facial PV module under different shade conditions.

As shown in Fig. 4, it can be seen that as the shaded area
increases, the current decreases linearly and voltage decreases
just slightly, resulting in a linear decrease in the maximum power
as well. In order to show the trend clearly, normalized values
based on a shaded area of 0% for a 1 × 1 bifacial PV module
are shown in Table II.

As shown in Table II, it can be seen that the current of a bifacial
PV module as well as the conventional PV module is reduced
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Fig. 3. Experimental conditions for change in the ratio of the shaded area.

Fig. 4. I–V and P–V characteristic curves for a 1 × 1 bifacial PV module
due to change in shading ratios in a bifacial solar cell.

TABLE II
NORMALIZED VALUES FOR A 1 × 1 BIFACIAL PV MODULE

in proportion to the shaded area ratio. The average error rate of
the maximum power current with linearized values is 1.22%,
and the maximum error rate is 3.16%. Therefore, it is possible
to model the decrease in current relative to the shaded area, as
shown in (6).

Temperature is one of the main factors that greatly affects
the power of the PV module. However, the standard for mea-
suring the temperature coefficient for bifacial PV modules is
still being prepared. For this reason, the temperature coefficient
was measured in the same way as a conventional PV module
for this study. The temperature coefficients for the front and the
rear of a bifacial PV module were measured, with a black plate
covering the back. Measurements were taken at 5 °C intervals

Fig. 5. Variation in current and voltage for a bifacial PV module by
temperature.

TABLE III
SPECIFICATIONS OF PV MODULES UNDER STC

over the range 25 − 55 ◦ C, when the irradiation of the bifacial
PV module was 1000 W/m2. Fig. 5 shows the current and
voltage values by temperature of the front and rear of the bifacial
PV module.

Fig. 5 shows that the currents of the bifacial PV module
increase as the temperature increases, but the rate of increase
of 0.03%/C is so small that it is within the range of error.
However, the voltage of both the front and the rear of the bifacial
PV module decreases linearly as the temperature increases,
with a reduction rate of approximately 0.31%/C. Because PV
modules generate electricity, resulting in an increase of module
temperature [20], it is imperative to consider the temperature
coefficient when predicting the power of PV modules.

B. Experiments for a Bifacial PV Module

In order to compare the power performance of a bifacial PV
module and a monofacial PV module relative to the shading
ratio, both PV modules were manufactured with 72 series-
connected bifacial solar cells. One bypass diode was installed per
24 solar cells, and a total of three bypass diodes were installed
in a PV module. The bifacial PV module had a transparent back
sheet, and the monofacial PV module had a white back sheet.
The specifications for the PV modules used in the experiments
are shown in Table III.

Although the bifacial PV module and the monofacial PV
module were both manufactured using identical bifacial solar
cells, there was a difference of 5 W in the front-side power.

This is due to the higher reflection of the white back sheet,
which has a higher reflectivity than the transparent back sheet,
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Fig. 6. I–V characteristic curves for the bifacial and monofacial PV modules
with shaded area in one solar cell.

on the back of the monofacial PV module, resulting in higher
current [21]. The outdoor experiments were conducted on the
roof of University Engineering College in Seoul, South Korea
(37◦54 ′11′′N , 127◦07 ′97′′E). The floor of the roof was made
of concrete, with an albedo of 0.16, and the PV modules were
installed on a stand at an angle of 30◦ from the floor, and a
height of 0.1m from the ground to the bottom of the frame.
The power measurement equipment used in the experiments
was Profitest from Gossen, and the measurable limits were: a
voltage of 1000 V, current of 20 A, and a maximum power of
20 kW. During the experiments, measurements were collected
for open-circuit voltage, short-circuit current, voltage of maxi-
mum power point, current of maximum power point, maximum
power, module temperature, and irradiation of front and rear
surface. Shaded environments were created using thick black
paper that did not transmit light. Fig. 6 shows the I–V curve of
the bifacial PV module and the monofacial PV module according
to the ratio of the shaded area of one solar cell (0, 20, 40, 50, 60,
80, 100%) in areas with an irradiation of 900 ± 20 W/m2.

As shown in Fig. 6, the bifacial PV module has a larger
short-circuit current than the monofacial PV module due to the
presence of a current generated by the light coming into the
rear. In addition, it can be seen that the bypass diode began to
operate when the shaded area of a solar cell was 20%–50%. The
currents rapidly decrease as the bypass diodes start to operate at
25–30 V in the I–V characteristic curves for both the bifacial
PV module and the monofacial PV modules. However, because
generated current from the rear of the bifacial PV module also
flows, it can be seen that the width of decrease in the current for
the bifacial PV modules was relatively smaller at voltages in the
range of more than or equal to 25–30 V compared with that of
the monofacial PV module. Fig. 7 shows the I–V characteristic

Fig. 7. I–V characteristic curves for the bifacial and monofacial PV modules
with shaded area in solar cells connected to one bypass diode.

curves of the bifacial PV module and the monofacial PV module
when 24 solar cells that were series-connected to one bypass
diode were shaded.

At voltages above 30 V, because the monofacial module
generates electricity only from light through the front surface,
there is little current flowing, as shown in Fig. 7. However,
for the bifacial PV module, there is current generated by the
light coming into the rear surface, resulting in relatively more
current flow than the monofacial PV module. The voltages at
the maximum power points, however, are lower than the voltage
at the point at which the graph curves sharply, and the shaded
areas are not directly related to maximum power under the
condition that the solar cells connected to one bypass diode were
shaded. In addition, the maximum power voltages for the PV
modules are almost the same, and it can be seen that there is a
difference in the maximum power due to the current. Fig. 8 shows
the I–V characteristic curves of the bifacial PV module and
the monofacial PV module according to the number of bypass
diodes in operation due to the shaded areas of 0 to 72 solar
cells.

As shown in Fig. 8, with the 24 solar cells shaded (when
one bypass diode operates) and 48 solar cells shaded (when
two bypass diodes operate), it can be seen that the voltage is
approximately 2/3 and 1/3 that of the voltage without shading,
respectively. Thus, the maximum powers are approximately
2/3 and 1/3 that of the power without shading, respectively.
However, when all 72 solar cells on the front surface are shaded,
there is little current when the monofacial PV module generates
electricity from light coming in through the front only, resulting
in little power. However, it was confirmed that a little current
flowed from the light coming in through the rear of the bifacial
PV module, which led to relatively high power.
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Fig. 8. I–V characteristic curves for the bifacial and monofacial PV modules
with shaded area in solar cells connected to several bypass diodes.

Fig. 9. Comparison of modeled and actual values for the bifacial PV module
with shading ratios.

C. Model Verification

Fig. 9 shows the predicted and actual values for the changes
in the shaded area of the bifacial PV module with an irradiation
of 900 ± 20 W/m2 under the partially shaded condition due to
the holder separated approximately 5 cm from the rear surface
of the module to verify the prediction model in Section II.

The predicted and actual power of the bifacial PV module
with shading ratios showed an error rate of 7.28% on average.
The reason the error rate was relatively large is because the
predicted error rates were 8.6% (when 20% of the area of a solar
cell was shaded), and 42.89% when the bypass diode started to
operate (and when 50% of the area of a solar cell was shaded). In
addition, the reason why the error rate is relatively higher when
72 solar cells are shaded is because the effects of the structures
and frames that could affect irradiation of the rear panel were
relatively large. For the other areas, the average error rate was
4.09%, which was relatively low.

TABLE IV
COMPARISONS OF POWER LOSS FOR BIFACIAL AND MONOFACIAL PV

MODULES IN SHADED ENVIRONMENTS

Fig. 10. Comparisons of power loss for bifacial and monofacial PV modules
in shaded environments.

D. Comparison of Shading Effects for the Bifacial PV Module
and Monofacial PV Module

In order to compare the effects of shading for the bifacial
module and monofacial PV module, the power percentages of
PV modules in shaded environments were compared for the
same shaded area, as shown in Table IV and Fig. 10. Prior to the
comparisons, the proportions of the relative power loss in the
bifacial PV module compared with that of the monofacial PV
module were calculated as shown in the following equation:

RD =
100 − RPbifacial

100 − RPmonofacial
× 100%

where

RPbifacial =
Pbifacial, shading

Pbifacial,no_shading
· 100%

RPmonofacial =
Pmonofacial, shading

Pmonofacial,no_shading
· 100%. (13)

As shown in Table IV and Fig. 10, when the shaded areas in
monofacial and bifacial PV modules are identical, the ratio of
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Fig. 11. Bifacial and monofacial PV modules shaded by the building over
time.

Fig. 12. Comparisons of power for bifacial and monofacial module in shade
conditions due to having a building in front of them.

power loss for the bifacial PV modules are lower than that of the
monofacial PV module. In the event of identical shaded areas,
the ratio of the bifacial PV module power loss to the monofacial
PV module was 87.26% on average. In other words, results
confirmed that the bifacial PV module is more efficient than
the monofacial PV module under identical shade environments.
In order to compare the power performance of the bifacial and
the monofacial PV modules in shade due to having a building
in front of them, as shown in Fig. 11, the power and the ratios
of the power for the bifacial PV module to the power for the
monofacial PV module are shown in Fig. 12. The PV modules
used in outdoor experiments have been installed on the rooftop
of the four-story building. In front of the building, there is a tall
building which is a 12-story high. The sun moves from east to
west, resulting in the shade on the PV modules due to the front
building.

Fig. 12 shows the ratios of power for the bifacial PV module
to power for the monofacial PV module in shade conditions due
to the surrounding building from 12:45 P.M. to 3:15 P.M. Before
shading, the ratio of power for the bifacial and monofacial PV
module was 1.02 on average. However, the power ratios rose
from 1.13 to 1.34 except for the abnormal values (such as the
condition where the monofacial PV module is shaded and the
bifacial PV module is not shaded) as soon as the building cast a

shadow to the PV modules. In addition, as the sun went down,
the power ratios grew. From these results, it can be seen that
bifacial modules are more efficient than monofacial PV modules
not only in shaded environments, but also under low irradiation.

IV. CONCLUSION

In this paper, studies to demonstrate the benefits of bifacial PV
modules in a shaded environment were conducted by analyzing
the power characteristics of the bifacial PV module compared
with the conventional PV module under shade conditions. In
order to analyze the power characteristics of the bifacial PV
module in a shaded environment, the power prediction for the
bifacial PV module was modeled considering the operation of
the bypass diodes, the shaded area in the PV module, and the
PV module temperature. From the results of the simulations and
experiments, the model showed an average error rate of 7.28%.
However, without transient condition under the operation of
bypass diode, an average error rate of model is 4.09%, showing
relatively reduced error rate.

In addition, the power loss ratios of the bifacial PV module
to the monofacial PV module were compared under identical
shade conditions. From the results of the outdoor experiments,
the ratio of power loss for the bifacial PV module to that of the
monofacial PV module was 87.26%–100%, confirming that the
bifacial PV module is more efficient than the monofacial PV
module under identical shade condition.

It is anticipated that this study may contribute to efficient
operation and maintenance by determining whether the bifacial
PV module is shaded or not, and whether it is abnormal. Fur-
thermore, this study would contribute to securing the long-term
reliability of PV generation systems implemented with bifacial
PV modules, such as floating and marine PVs with high albedo,
when bifacial PV module generation systems become more
common.

However, in this study, the irradiation of the rear panel was
measured only at one point, showing a relatively high error rate.

In order to predict the power performance for the bifacial PV
module, further research on the uniformity of rear irradiation
with different installation height, angle, and albedo should be
carried out.
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