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Regional Spatiotemporal Statistical Database of
Evaporation Ducts Over the South China Sea For
Future Long-Range Radio Application

Cheng Yang
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Abstract—To fully grasp the characteristics and provide a basis
for establishing an evaporation duct communication system for
the South China Sea (SCS), we constructed a regional statistical
database based on remote sensing meteorological parameters and
a numerical model. This database has the advantage of extensive
spatiotemporal coverage and high resolution, which can provide
accessibility and as a supplementary means for the maritime sixth
Generation communication network. Specifically, work has been
completed in three areas. First, the overall evaporation duct height
(EDH) in the central SCS varies periodically and remains intense
throughout the day, decreasing only just before sunrise during
04:00-08:00. Moreover, a 20.0 m high channel appears at the
“Golden edge” in the northern coastal area, which can expand
as far as 300 km from the coast during May—July. Second, the
characteristics of specific regions were analyzed, and the highest
average EDH was determined as 18.4 m in the Taiwan Strait. The
height in the central SCS fluctuates little with monthly and annual
variation, and it is maintained between 10.0 and 12.0 m. Third,
based on the evaporation duct formation principle, we analyzed
the spatiotemporal distributions of meteorological parameters. The
Taiwan Strait maintains the highest EDH over the SCS, owing
to the influence of the Kuroshio Current, and the average sea
surface temperature (SST) reaches 28.41°C in June and 19.58°C in
January. To the central SCS, high SST, low wind speed, and relative
humidity of approximately 80% provide excellent conditions for
maintaining an evaporation duct over the long term.

Index Terms—Evaporation duct, spatiotemporal distribution,
the South China Sea (SCS).
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I. INTRODUCTION

N EVAPORATION duct is a peculiar atmospheric phe-

nomenon of the troposphere. It is a type of atmospheric
duct with a base layer that extends to the Earth’s surface, which
is generated by the evaporation of water vapor caused by air-
sea interaction under specific meteorological and hydrological
conditions. Evaporation ducts frequently occur over the global
oceans, their height and intensity vary greatly with longitude,
latitude, season, and time of day [1], [2]. It is recognized that an
evaporation duct can be considered a layered dielectric duct that
supports electromagnetic wave propagation far beyond line-of-
sight (BLoS) at specific frequencies with reduced attenuation
[3], [4]. Wireless radiowave signals in the ultra-short wave and
microwave bands can be transmitted within the atmospheric
boundary layer, resulting from a particular atmospheric refrac-
tive structure [5]. Variation of meteorological parameters will
lead to changes in the radio refractivity and parameters of an
evaporation duct [3], consequently, the transmission of a radio
system might also be affected [5], [6], [7]. Evaporation ducts
might induce specific effects that need further investigation, e.g.,
adverse impacts, such as radar blind areas and cross-time slot
co-frequency interference in mobile communication systems.
However, they could also provide new possibilities for BLoS
transmission. Therefore, the subject of evaporation ducts has
been an area of active research in recent decades [8], [9], [10].
For radio systems based on evaporation ducts, the occurrence
and the spatiotemporal pattern of distribution should be fully
investigated.

In examining the characteristics and effective use of evap-
oration ducts, Bean and Dutton [8] revealed the relationship
between the atmospheric refraction index and the temperature,
atmospheric pressure, and water vapor pressure. Moreover, the
research on the prediction of evaporation ducts was performed
based on the development of air-sea interaction theory [10],
[11]. Hao et al. [12] developed digital maps of atmospheric
refractivity and atmospheric ducts based on the processing of
radiosonde observation data and surface observation data col-
lected from 2005 to 2014. Focusing on the South China sea
(SCS), Lin et al. [13] conducted a statistical study of the region
of 0°-40°N, 100°-140°E using ocean and ship data acquired
during 1982-1999. Zhao et al. [14] used observational data
acquired during atmospheric duct experiments conducted in the
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spring during 2010-2012 to complete a statistical analysis of
evaporation ducts, surface ducts, and elevated ducts over the
SCS and the tropical eastern Indian Ocean. Zhao and Huang [15]
analyzed the characteristics of lower atmospheric ducts over the
SCS based on global position system radiosonde data acquired
during 2006-2012. Shi et al. [16] realized a short-term forecast
of the evaporation duct for the west pacific ocean based on the
global forecast system. Additionally, Yang etal. [17] constructed
a three-dimensional (3-D) mesoscale hydrological and marine
meteorological observation network based on oceanic and mete-
orological observations during cruises and at stations, which has
advanced research on air-sea interaction in the SCS. However,
the spatiotemporal accuracy and generalization derived from the
statistical analyses mentioned above were limited.

The SCS, which is located to the south of the Chinese main-
land, is a vast sea area rich in natural resources [18]. The marine
economic ecology of the region is undergoing an era of rapid
expansion, and the demand for wireless wideband access over
the SCS has increased dramatically in recent years. Aims at the
future maritime communication system based on the evaporation
duct, we proposed a regional statistical method of evaporation
duct in the SCS with 0.2° spatial resolution. Furthermore, we
constructed a high-resolution, extensive spatiotemporal cover-
age and 3-D database of evaporation duct characteristics in the
SCS. This database is from the latest remote sensing meteorolog-
ical parameter databases and a numerical model. Additionally,
we have analyzed the impact of meteorological factors on evapo-
ration ducts. This constructed database can provide accessibility
and as a supplementary means for the maritime sixth Generation
communication network [6], [7], [19], [20].

II. METHODOLOGY
A. Characteristics of Evaporation Ducts

The density of the tropospheric atmosphere varies both
horizontally and vertically, and it exhibits a highly uneven
spatial distribution. Consequently, the transmission effect of an
electromagnetic signal propagating within the troposphere
will change. Moreover, a signal propagating within an
atmospheric duct layer will undergo a degree of bending
related to atmospheric density, which is usually described by
the radio refractivity N or the modified refractivity M [8]. Radio
refractivity is a function of atmospheric temperature, pressure,
and water vapor pressure [8], [21]. The modified refractivity
can be expressed as dM /dh = dN/dh + 0.157, where & is the
height above the Earth’s surface [8]. The degree of bending of an
electromagnetic wave is affected mainly by the vertical change
of the radio refractivity gradient. The curvature of propagation
of an electromagnetic wave bending toward the ground is
enhanced when dN/dh < —0.157 (i.e., dM/dh < 0), which
is called super-refraction. In contrast with the propagation of a
signal close to the Earth’s surface that is commonly limited to
line of sight, the energy can be refracted repeatedly within an
atmospheric duct layer at appropriate frequencies and angles,
so that long-distance transmission can be realized [22].

Atmospheric ducts can be classified as surface ducts and
elevated ducts. An evaporation duct is a unique surface duct
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with the base layer that extends to the Earth’s surface, which
is mainly caused by the evaporation of seawater. Owing to
air-sea interaction, the vertical gradient of humidity varies with
altitude [3], [23]. Thus, evaporation ducts have a specific struc-
ture that remains within the lower atmosphere, generally just
above the ocean surface, and they could play an essential role in
supporting long-distance and large-bandwidth transmission of
high-frequency signals over the SCS [6], [7], [20].

B. Statistical Method For Evaluation of Evaporation Ducts

1) NCEP Meteorological Datasets: The formation of atmo-
spheric ducts is closely related to the meteorological and hy-
drological conditions prevalent on different scales. To evaluate
the existence of an evaporation duct, it is necessary to measure
the structure of the atmosphere and diagnose it according to the
modified refractivity. The statistical methods available for such
analyses include direct measurements [24], [25], inversion meth-
ods [15], [26], [27] and numerical models [28], [29], [30], [31],
[32], [33], [34]. Direct measurements mostly get atmospheric
parameters of single or multiple positions using a microwave
radiometer, gradient meteorological observation, or low altitude
atmospheric sounding systems. Therefore, it can be challenging
to acquire regional characteristics. Inversion methods realized
refractivity structure estimation mainly based on inference from
measurements of radar [15], [26] or point-to-point microwave
signal strength [27]. Numerical methods obtain duct character-
istics by determining the variation of various meteorological
parameters with height [35], [36], wide-area, high-resolution,
long-term, and near-real-time analyses can be realized by in-
troducing remote sensing data. Currently, public data sources
available for the study of evaporation ducts include selected
hourly time-series products of the National Centers for Environ-
mental Prediction (NCEP), Climate Forecast System (CFS) [37],
European centre for medium-range weather forecasts datasets
[38], National Snow and Ice Data Center datasets [39], and
National Data Buoy Center datasets [40].

This article selected meteorological parameter datasets from
the NCEP CFS version 2 (CFSv2). The National Center for
Atmospheric Research and NCEP cooperate to recover obser-
vational data from land, the sea surface, ships, radiosondes,
aircraft, and satellites [37]. The NCEP CFSv2 was made op-
erational in March 2011, and the related products are available
at hourly intervals for the region 0°-359.795°E (the resolution
is approximately 0.205° with 1760 grid points), 89.843°N to
89.843°S (the resolution is approximately 0.204° with 880 grid
points). The files incorporated in this dataset, which are grouped
and updated by month, have been widely used in climatological
diagnosis and analysis as a comprehensive meteorological pa-
rameter database. In analyzing the characteristics of evaporation
ducts, five meteorological parameters need to be considered: the
pressure and temperature at the surface, the relative humidity
(RH) and temperature at 2 m above the ground and sea surface,
and wind speed at 10 m above the surface [41].

2) Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) Model: Numerical
methods for evaluating evaporation ducts are generally based on
the Monin—Obukhov similarity theory [32], [33]. The variation
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of modified refractivity near the sea can be obtained from
observational data of hydrometeorological parameters, from
which the evaporation duct height (EDH) can be determined.
The modified refractivity profile can be analyzed using the
Paulus—Jeske model [28], Musson—Gauthier—Bruth model [29],
Babin—Young—Carton model [30], and the NPS model [31], and
the height and strength of an evaluation duct are obtained.

The applicability of the NPS model has been verified in
previous studies [30], [42], [43], [44], and it performed well in
matching the measured data [31]. The modified refractivity pro-
file can be calculated from the relationship between temperature,
water vapor pressure, and atmospheric pressure. The vertical
profile of temperature and specific humidity in the surface layer
can be calculated using the following expression [45]:

T(2) =Ty + % [m (;Ot) — (z)] —Tyz (1)
9(z) =0 + = {ln (ZZO) — (z)} @)

where T'(z) and ¢(z) are the air temperature (K) and specific
humidity (kg/kg) at altitude z (m), respectively; Tj and ¢ are the
temperature and specific humidity at the sea surface, respectively
(with gop = 0.98¢,(Tp), where ¢4 (Tp) is the sea surface saturated
specific humidity calculated from the sea surface temperature
(SST) [46]); 6. and g. are the Monin-Obukhov specific scale of
potential temperature 6 (K) and specific humidity ¢ (kg/kg), re-
spectively; k is the Karman constant; 2o is the thermo-dynamic
roughness height; v, is the universal temperature function; I'y
is the dry adiabatic lapse rate (K/m), which is approximately
equal to 0.00976; and L is the similarity length.

The variation of modified refractivity can be obtained by
combining the NCEP reanalysis data and the NPS model output.
This provides a statistical method for studying the characteristics
of evaporation ducts over the SCS.

III. STATISTICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF EDH OVER THE SCS
A. Spatiotemporal Distribution of EDH

In this article, the EDH over the SCS (5°-25°N, 105°-125°E)
was divided in the form of grid points with 0.2° spatial reso-
lution; the value at each position was derived from the hourly
meteorological parameters from the NCEP databases and the
NPS model output during 2011-2020. Figs. 1-6 shows the
spatiotemporal statistical distribution and the lower quartile,
median, and upper quartile. The spatiotemporal statistical distri-
bution of the average EDH as a function of hours, months, and
years over the SCS is shown in Figs. 1, 3, and 5, respectively. In
Figs. 2, 4, and 6, the statistical results with the lower quartile,
median, and upper quartile are presented in colored boxes. The
remaining values are distributed around the boxes with the “+”
sign used to establish the extension line of the colored boxes.

From the various figures, the following conclusions can be
drawn as follows.

1) Regional statistical results of evaporation ducts as a func-

tion of hours are shown in Fig. 1. To better reveal the
patterns between EDH and the alternation between day

2)

3)

4)
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and night, we considered local time (i.e., Beijing time)
rather than UTC. The overall EDH in the central SCS
region varies periodically during the day, e.g., around
the Xisha Islands, remains intense throughout the day,
decreasing only just before sunrise during 04:00-08:00.
In the afternoon, the “Golden edge” appears over northern
and western coastal areas during 12:00-18:00, when the
EDH is higher than in other regions. Influenced by the
Taiwan warm current [47], the evaporation duct generally
remains intense in the surrounding area of the Taiwan
strait. In contrast, the pattern of evaporation intensity in
the surrounding area of southeast Asian islands is similar
to that in the land area, and the EDH is relatively low.
The hourly statistical results are illustrated in Fig. 2.
From 05:00, the evaporation from the ocean gradually
strengthens with the rising air temperature, and the EDH
increases as a result. The EDH increases slowly during the
day to reach its highest value (average: 11.1 m) at 17:00.
It then decreases gradually overnight to reach its lowest
value (average: 9.0 m) at 04:00.

From Fig. 3, it can be seen that the EDH over the SCS
changes substantially as a function of the month, and
the EDH is significantly higher in summer (from June
to August) than in other seasons. In terms of spatial
distribution characteristics, the monthly statistical pattern
over the SCS can be divided into the northern area, central
area, and surrounding area of the southeast Asian Islands.
Among them, the height in the central SCS remains stable
all year round (about 10 m), except in summer when it
rises to about 14 m. For the northern SCS, the strength of
the duct shows significant seasonal characteristics. From
March to July, a duct channel forms around Hainan. A
northern coastal channel with a width of >300 km forms
from March to July. It starts with a small area over the
Gulf of Tonkin and then increases toward western regions.
In June, the optimal evaporation duct channel forms with
a height of >20.0 m, connecting Hainan Island and the
Taiwan Strait. Then, the height diminishes to <10.0 m in
September. The distributional characteristics of EDH in
the surrounding area of the southeast Asian Islands are
unique; a large area with EDH of >15.0 m appears over
Southeast Asia from December to March. However, the
height decreases to <5.0 m as the temperature increases.
The EDH is higher in the western and eastern coastal
areas during January—March, but small over northern
coasts. The EDH tends to be higher over the northern
coastal area during April-June, while it decreases over
lower latitudes. The north coastal channel, which has a
width of >300 km, forms in June with a height generally
>20.0 m, and then the height diminishes to <10.0 m in
September. In winter, the EDH over western and eastern
coastal regions gradually increases to over 10.0 m. In
terms of spatial distribution characteristics, a large area
with EDH of >15.0 m appears over Southeast Asia during
December—March. However, the height decreases to <5.0
m as the temperature increases. During March—July, a duct
channel forms around Hainan. It starts with a small area
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Fig. 1. Regional EDH statistical results in hours (Beijing time: UTC + 08).
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Fig. 2. Hourly statistical results of EDH over the SCS.

over the Gulf of Tonkin and then increases toward western
regions. Finally, an evaporation duct channel with a height
of >20.0 m forms in June, connecting Hainan and Taiwan.
5) Monthly statistical results are shown in Fig. 4. The EDH
is relatively stable in spring and winter. Still, it fluctuates

substantially in summer and autumn, indicating the over-
all form of sinusoidal fluctuation [48]. Compared with
other months, it is considerably lower in May, July, and
September (the lowest height in September is 8.9 m).
The EDH reached its highest value (10.3 m) in June. The
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EDH is more condensed and balanced in winter, and the
corresponding difference is slight and stable.

Fig. 5 shows the annual regional results for the SCS, and
the EDH over most of Southeast Asia exceeds 10.0 m.
The overall distribution of EDH in the region of the Xisha
Islands is between 10.0 and 12.0 m, representing the main
level over the SCS. The duct around Hainan shows the
most notable annual change over the SCS. It was less active
in 2011 when the EDH was between 11.0 and 12.0 m, but
the EDH increased in 2015 and 2019 when it exceeded
15.0 m in specific locations.

The annual statistical pattern of EDH over the SCS is
reflected in Fig. 6. Statistically, the EDH was greater in
2015 and 2019, when the median value was 10.2 and 10.3
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m, respectively. The smallest median value over the past
ten years was 9.6 m in 2017.

B. Distribution of EDH in Specific Regions of the SCS

The temporal distribution of EDH is not uniform according
to the statistical results in different hours, months, and years.
Geographically, the SCS has a long-distance coastline to the
north and west, islands to the east and south, and a deep sea in
the central area, which introduces uncertainty to the EDH. The
National Center for Atmospheric Research data from specific
regions of the SCS during 2011-2020 were used to analyze
the characteristics of EDH, and the statistical results are shown
in Fig. 7. The SCS was divided into four specific areas: the
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Fig. 7. Statistical results of EDH in the specific regions of the SCS based on
National Center for Atmospheric Research data.

land-sea interface; coastal areas; islands; and areas far from
land; and the EDH in these specific areas is represented using
corresponding circles of different colors and size. The island
area shows the lowest EDH (approximately 3.0 m), whereas the
highest EDH (18.4 m) is found around the Taiwan Strait in the
land-sea interface area. It shows that EDH is most stable in the
region far from land and that the overall value of EDH in this
area remains high.

Fig. 8 shows the statistical results of EDH in specific regions
of the SCS using meteorological data during the past ten years.
The following conclusions can be drawn as follows.

1) The EDH over the central SCS fluctuates little with

monthly and annual variation, and it is maintained between
10.0 and 12.0 m (average: 11.2 m) over the central SCS.
2) The region of the “northern coastal channel” was selected
to represent the land-sea interface area. The prominent
feature is that EDH increases from April to August in
association with the temperature rises, peaking in June at

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Year

19.0 m. It is more uniform in other months with a value
of approximately 10.0 m.

3) Inthe coastal land region, as a function of the month, EDH
decreases first and then increases throughout the year. The
EDH is higher in spring and winter, reaching the maximum
value of 8.1 m in December. The lowest value of 3.4 m
was attained in May.

4) The statistical results for the area around Hainan Island
represent another typical distribution of EDH over the
northern SCS. The average value of EDH is 5.1 m, and
the statistical characteristics are generally similar to those
of the land-sea interface area but substantially lower. The
values of EDH in spring and winter are relatively low, i.e.,
mostly approximately 3.0 m, but they increase consider-
ably in summer to reach 7.1 m in June.

5) The Taiwan Strait maintains the highest EDH over the
SCS, with an annual average height of 18.4 m. Its monthly
variation corresponds to a specific statistical distribution
pattern of low values in spring and winter and a smooth
increase through summer and autumn. The highest EDH
of 21.7 m was attained in July.

C. Analysis of the Impact of Meteorological Factors on
Evaporation Ducts

1) Analysis of Regional Characteristics: The vertical gradi-
ents of meteorological parameters determine the characteristics
of an evaporation duct, i.e., the probability of and its strength.
The complex ocean currents within the SCS, which include the
Kuroshio current (also known as the Japanese current) and the
Taiwan current [47], have considerable influence on the charac-
teristics of evaporation ducts. The spatiotemporal distributions
of meteorological parameters, including ASTD, wind speed, and
RH, were used to analyze the formative factors of evaporation
ducts over the SCS. The hourly, monthly, and annual statistical
results are shown in Figs. 9—11, respectively. In combination
with the statistics results of the EDH, the following conclusions
can be derived.



YANG et al.: REGIONAL SPATIOTEMPORAL STATISTICAL DATABASE OF EVAPORATION DUCTS OVER THE SOUTH CHINA SEA 6439

Land-sea interface The coastal land Taiwan Strait
(18.8°N,111.6°E) (22.2°N,111.8°E) (23.4°N,120.4°E)

[Nu

Jone 2
Av \ 30,& 20
00’6 Des 0/3
et
Central SCS Hainan Island
(9.8°N,112.8°E) (19.2°N,109.8°E)

10
g
= 5
=)
=
0
Fev b
ADY
- 30
%, Mo g
o,

0[6 Des

Fig. 8. Statistical results of EDH in specific regions of the SCS based on meteorological data acquired over the past ten years.

ASTD ('C)

st st 5t st st ¢ st ¢ 5t st 4t
¢ ¢ E # E # ¢ # ’ s ! p 1

22:00 "

Wind Speed (m/s)
¢t ¢ ¢t ot ¢ ¢ ¢ #f ot o # I
ot #* o o ot ot ot #f ot ot ot o 8

Fig. 9. Regional meteorological parameter statistics in hours (Beijing time: UTC + 08).



6440

IEEE JOURNAL OF SELECTED TOPICS IN APPLIED EARTH OBSERVATIONS AND REMOTE SENSING, VOL. 15, 2022

st P ot ot ot ot

ASTD (C)
[ 1

Fig. 10.

D

2)

Regional meteorological parameter statistics in months.

Fig. 9 shows a diagram of regional meteorological pa-
rameters in hours. The overall wind speed over the SCS
is relatively stable, whereas the ASTD and RH vary
considerably during 08:00-16:00. The ASTD is >0°C
in the coastal areas of western Asia at 08:00, and it
largely remains in a neutral or unstable state (ASTD <
0) for the remainder of the time. RH increases notably
from 08:00 to 14:00, reaching a value of 90% at 12:00
in the northern coastal area, which creates conditions
favorable for the enhancement of EDH. The air temper-
ature at night is lower than the SST, and the ASTD is
smallest at 06:00, which leads to the lowest EDH. The
meteorological characteristics around Hainan Island are
more consistent than those of the central SCS. In the
afternoon, evaporation ducts over northern and western
coastal areas maintain a neutral state. At the same time,
the wind speed is generally stable and small (<2 m/s),
resulting in the “Golden edge” along the coast, as shown in
Fig. 1.

In Fig. 10, the meteorological parameters can be generally
divided into two phases. In stage I, the central SCS is in
a neutral or stable state (ASTD >0) from November to

March, RH is approximately 80%, and the wind speed
is low. The northern coastal area is in an unstable state
(ASTD <0), and the wind speed is relatively high (>5
m/s), causing the EDH to be maintained at a low level.
The central SCS is mainly under neutral and unstable
conditions in the second stage from April to October. It
maintains a stable and robust condition of RH of approx-
imately 80%, and the SST remains at a high level. The
increase in wind speed is the main reason for the high
EDH in some regions. After April, the state is neutral or
stable, and the EDH begins to rise while the wind speed
decreases substantially in the area to the west of Hainan.
This trend gradually spreads from the west to the east
over time, finally forming a channel over the northern
coastal region in June. The ASTD gradually decreases
after July, and the EDH slowly decreases as the wind speed
strengthens. It is in a neutral or stable state throughout
the year over southeast Asia, the wind speed is not high,
and RH becomes the decisive factor in determining EDH.
RH from January to March is low, which is favorably
maintaining the EDH at a high level. After April, the EDH
starts to decrease as RH increases.
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3) According to Fig. 11, the results of the annual charac- specific regions during 2011-2020 were collated and displayed
teristics are not prominent. The greatest difference in in Fig. 12, from which the following conclusions can be drawn.
meteorological parameters is mainly reflected between 1) Statistical variations as a function of the hour, month,

2015 and 2019. The overall wind speed of the western
coastal area was notably lower than that in other years,
and the RH was also reduced. Under a neutral or unstable
state, this will result in a specific elevation of the EDH.
Influenced by its particular terrain, the northwest region of
the Philippines has unique distributional characteristics of
current and wind speed that differentiate it from the SCS
and also caused the emergence of a “duckbill” shape of
EDH in the region to the west of Luzon Island in 2011, as
shown in Fig. 5. The near-sea surface around Hainan was
mainly stable or neutral in 2015 and 2019, and coupled
with the low wind speed and RH in this area, a high
evaporation duct was formed.

2) Analysis in Specific Regions: To characterize the distri-
bution of evaporation ducts, meteorological parameters from

and year in the regions of coastal land and Hainan Island
are similar. The RH distribution around Hainan Island
shows the opposite pattern in the other two areas, and
it decreases in summer and autumn, resulting in a rise
of the EDH. The condition in the region of the coastal
land maintains a neutral state, while the wind speed is
stable and low (<2 m/s), which is favorable for causing
enhancement of EDH when RH decreases in spring and
winter.

Overall, the meteorological parameters barely change
throughout the year, except that RH varies within a small
range. It can be seen that SST in the land-sea interface,
Taiwan Strait, and central SCS regions is notably high,
and the overall ASTD is <O0; thus, evaporation of seawater
is maintained at a high intensity. The RH in the region of
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the Taiwan Strait is low, which is a critical factor for main-
taining the EDH at a high level. The average wind speed
in the land-sea interface is more significant than that in
other regions, leading to the sudden increase of the EDH.
Additionally, the variation patterns of meteorological pa-
rameters in the coastal land and Hainan Island region are
consistent, reflecting similar distributional characteristics
of evaporation ducts.

3) Diurnal variation in the land-sea interface region is also not
noticeable. In terms of the monthly statistical pattern, wind
speed is higher in spring and winter, and RH is generally
<80%, which is the principal factor maintaining the EDH
at approximately 10 m in winter. With the unstable state
in January gradually transitioning to a neutral or stable
condition, the wind speed decreases significantly, which
indicates enhancement of EDH.

4) Meteorological parameter variations in the region of the
Taiwan Strait are stable with daily changes. The SST and
wind speed are relatively small at night, and the wind speed
and RH increase at sunrise, with the atmospheric boundary
layer changing from stable to unstable. After midday, the
parameters slowly return to their initial state. The meteo-
rological parameter in this region varies little with month,
and the ASTD fluctuates around the neutral state. In the
northern sea area, the average SST in the Taiwan Strait
reaches 28.41°C in June, owing to the influence of the
Kuroshio current [47]. The lowest average SST was 19.58
°C in January. Intense evaporation occurs throughout the
year, which is conducive to forming evaporation ducts.

5) The central SCS is in a neutral or stable condition through-
out the year, and the influence of wind speed is the main
factor that causes the variation of EDH. The parameters of
high SST, low wind speed, and RH of approximately 80%
provide excellent conditions for maintaining an elevated
evaporation duct over the long term.

IV. CONCLUSION

In this article, a high-resolution spatiotemporal statistical
database of evaporation ducts over the SCS was constructed, and
the characteristics in specific regions were analyzed. The EDH is
highest at 18:00 and lowest at 06:00-08:00, i.e., before sunrise.
An evaporation duct channel with a width of >300 km appears
over the northern coastal area during May—July, which offers
optimal conditions for transmission of electromagnetic signals.
The spatiotemporal distributions of meteorological parameters
that included ASTD, wind speed, and RH were analyzed. Af-
fected by the land-sea breeze and the Kuroshio Current, in the
SCS, the region of the Taiwan Strait has the highest average
EDH of 18.4 m.

The regional statistical analysis raised important implications
regarding the operation of an evaporation duct communication
system and provided auxiliary decision-making information for
communication over the SCS [6], [7], [20]. In the future, an
experimental communication system using evaporation ducts
over the SCS will be constructed based on the preliminary
investigation of regional statistical distribution in this article,
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which may provide accessibility and as a supplementary means
for the maritime sixth Generation communication network.
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