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Abstract—The assessment of the Metop-SG microwave imager
radiometric performance is based on a complete set of thermal
vacuum tests. Such an extensive experimental campaign requires
the development of large calibration targets (black bodies) with
controlled systematics and low residual uncertainties. The signif-
icant size of such targets, which are based on pyramidal emitting
surfaces, does not allow for a complete minimization of the thermal
gradients below the required accuracy level. This article presents
the modeling approach that has been developed to deal with both
such thermal gradients and the proximity of the baffle. Results on
the frequency dependence of the cold target brightness temperature
(ECCOSORB CR-117) are reported between 18.7 and 183 GHz.
The complete uncertainty budget provides 1-sigma errors levels
lower than 0.22 K. The systematic effect of thermal coupling with
the earth target has been found as relevant as the coupling to the
chamber. This interdependence requires a look-up-table approach
to maintain the low uncertainty levels mentioned above.

Index Terms—Microwave radiometry, calibration, pyramidal
array, calibration target, thermal vacuum (TV), microwave imager
(MWI).

I. INTRODUCTION

THE MICROWAVE imager (MWI) is a conical scanning
radiometer operating from 18.7 to 183 GHz [1] that will

be placed onboard the Metop second generation (SG) satellites.
Its main scientific objectives are cloud and precipitation products
[2], [3], snow and sea ice coverage and water vapor/temperature
gross profiles.

The MWI radiometric performances, i.e., sensitivity, linearity
and accuracy will be verified in thermal vacuum (TV) environ-
ment over the full operating temperature range of the instrument
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Fig. 1. Experimental configuration for the TV tests on the MWI instrument.
Both calibraton targets and the satellite mock-up are visible (MLI is not reported
for clarity).

[4]. Such an activity requires the development of two TV cal-
ibration targets: the TV earth target (TV-ET, to be placed in
front of the main reflector, see Fig. 1) to mimic a variable scene
temperature from about 100 to 335 K and the TV cold target
(TV-CT) operating at about 80 K (to be placed in front of the
cold-sky reflector).

This article is focused on the brightness temperature estima-
tion of the TV-CT, whose configuration is described in Sec-
tion II. This task is particularly challenging owing to the overall
temperature gradients that cannot be avoided on the emitting
surface. All the emitting surfaces of the MWI targets (including
the onboard hot target, not visible in Fig. 1) have the form of
a periodic distribution of pyramids [5]–[8] to fit within the TV
chamber size.

The modeling technique for the non-isothermal blackbodies
is based on the cross-integral approach developed and validated
in [9]–[11]. In this contribution, the cross-integral formula is
derived from a circuit-based equivalent model (see Section III)
which provides an intuitive visualization of the target emission
as a cascade of attenuators.

The complete modeling strategy including the effect of the
antenna pattern, the baffle and the target specular and diffuse
reflection is described in Section IV.

Relevant results on the frequency dependence of the TV-CT
brightness temperature are discussed in Section V-A, whereas a
comprehensive evaluation of the uncertainty budget is discussed
in Section V-B.
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Fig. 2. Thermal vacuum cold target of MWI: baffle (dark yellow), pyramidal
emitting surface (dark grey) and support structure (light grey). MLI is not
reported for clarity.

Even if large metallic baffles have been conceived, the effects
of thermal coupling to both the chamber and the TV-ET are
significant. This problem has been quantified and solved with
the look-up-tables reported in Section V-C. To the best of the
authors knowledge, the brightness temperature evaluation with
the effect of baffles, specular and diffuse target reflectivity,
the corresponding uncertainty budget and the evaluation of the
interdependence between multiple calibration targets are not yet
available in the literature.

II. THERMAL VACUUM COLD TARGET

The overall configuration of the TV-CT is shown in Fig. 2.
The emitting surface (dark grey area) has the form of a periodic
distribution of pyramids (characterized by high RF emissivity)
above a thick high-thermal-conductivity metal baseplate. The
overall size of the emitting surface is about 0.6 m × 0.8 m, it
is composed of 20 tiles with 13 × 24 pyramids each. Cavity-
based configurations [12]–[15] have been avoided because of
their large longitudinal size. The heat exchanger based on LN2
pipes (visible in Fig. 1, dark red) is placed on the back of the
emitting surface.

The target pyramids are made of an ECCOSORB-CR117
coating placed over a properly shaped aluminum pyramid to
reduce the overall thermal gradient without impacting neither
the RF nor the mechanical performance. The material has been
characterized from 14 to 220 GHz by means of a proper set
of waveguide samples (similarly to [16]) at both ambient and
cryogenic temperatures. The obtained results are consistent with
[17] where a free-space method has been instead adopted at
ambient temperature.

The 4-mm-thick aluminum baffle is depicted with dark yellow.
It provides a shielding effect from the thermal contributions of
both the chamber and the ground support equipment that com-
pletes the test setup. The baffle is thermally controlled with LN2
pipes (same temperature of the emitting surface baseplate) and
its inner surface is coated with Aeroglaze Z306 (high infrared
emissivity, very low RF emissivity). This design solution further

Fig. 3. Unit cell of a periodic black body and circuit model for the derivation
of its brightness temperature.

minimizes the thermal gradients on the emitting surface thanks
to high thermal coupling to such a cold baffle. Both the outer
baffle surface and the heat exchanger are instead covered with
multilayer insulation (MLI, not shown for clarity).

III. BRIGHTNESS TEMPERATURE OF NONISOTHERMAL

PYRAMID BLACK BODIES

This section presents the multiphysics calculation method that
has been developed to compute the brightness temperature of
nonisothermal black-bodies having a periodic structure and a
slow-varying longitudinal profile of the unit cell. An example of
unit cell is shown in Fig. 3 where the dash-dotted lines identify
the periodic boundaries.

The black body unit cell has been divided in N + 1 sec-
tions to exploit a circuit-based model for the calculation of
the brightness/equivalent noise temperature. The slow-varying
longitudinal profile of the unit cell and its absorbing material
allows us to neglect the reflections between the various sections.
The slow-varying profile also implies a very low higher-order
mode excitation within the pyramid, which in turn justifies the
exploitation of a single-mode equivalent circuit.

The equivalent circuit in Fig. 3 can be considered as cascade
of attenuators. The first section with physical temperature T0

is the closest one to the metal baseplate of the black body. Its
radiation towards free space can be modelled as the product

Tot1t2 · · · tN (1)

where tn are the transmission coefficients of the various sections.
The contribution of the second and last sections can be instead
modelled as

T1 (1− t1) t2 · · · tN (2)

and

TN (1− tN ), (3)

respectively.
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Fig. 4. Block diagram of the multiphysics calculation of the target brightness
temperature from both thermal and RF analyses.

The physical temperatures Tn can be numerically evaluated
using thermal analysis tools. The transmission coefficients tn of
the various sections can be instead evaluated by reciprocity.

As well known, the periodic structures can be efficiently
analysed using Floquet modes excitation [18], [19], which are
basically a discrete set of plane waves, and periodic boundaries
(phase shift walls). This approach allows for an accurate compu-
tation of both the electromagnetic fields in the whole cell volume
and the reflection to fundamental and higher order modes [20],
[21]. For a given excitation direction, the RF power at each
section Pn of the unit cell can be evaluated by integrating the
computed power flow over the transverse section of the unit cell.
Hence, the transmission coefficients of each attenuator section
can be computed as

tn =
Pn−1

Pn
. (4)

After summation of all contributions and simplification of
common terms, the final expression of the black-body equivalent
noise temperature towards a given direction can be expressed as

TB = T0
P0

PN
+

1

PN

N∑
n = 1

Tn (Pn − Pn−1) . (5)

It should be noted that, according to reciprocity, the radiation
direction is determined by the incident plane-wave defined in
the full-wave electromagnetic analysis.

Finally, it is worth noting that for large values of N the series
in (5) tends to the integral

1

Pabs
∫ T (z)

dP (z)

dz
dz (6)

which contains the power absorption dP (z)
dz along the longitudi-

nal axis. Pabs is the total absorbed power. The effect of target re-
flection is discussed in Section IV. The term in (6) is identical to
(7) in [10]. This confirms that the present circuit-based approach
is equivalent to the methods reported in [10] and [11], which
are based on the concept of local directional emissivity. The
equivalent circuit in Fig. 3 facilitates an intuitive interpretation
of the computed results presented in Section V.

IV. MODELING OF TARGET BRIGHTNESS TEMPERATURE

The block diagram of the complete modeling approach is
shown in Fig. 4. The thermal analysis provides the three-
dimensional distribution of physical temperature TPh(x,y,z)
along the target emitting surface. The full-wave analysis on the
target unit cell (i.e. pyramid with periodic boundary conditions
[20]) provides the RF power profile P (z) along the pyramid
as well as the specular reflectivity r =|S11|2 and coupling to
higher order modes (diffuse reflectivity) c =

∑
n>1 |Sn1|2 ,

whereSn1 are the scattering parameters of the periodic structure
for the considered Floquet modes [20]. Thermal and full-wave
analyses are combined using the method described in Section III.
This method produces the brightness temperature distribution
TB(x,y) along the target surface.

The target brightness temperature is then defined as the
equivalent noise temperature available at the output port of the
radiometer antenna that is looking at the target. For this reason,
this parameter is called TA and is evaluated as

TA = F Surf T Surf
A + FBaffle TBaffle

A (7)

where F Surf and FBaffle are the fractions of integrated antenna
radiation pattern |E(x, y)|2 hitting the target surface and the
baffle, respectively (computed from GRASP analyses, F Surf +
FBaffle = 1) and

T Surf
A = (1− r − c)

∫∫
TB (x, y) |E (x, y)|2dxdy∫∫ |E (x, y)|2dxdy

+ r TBW
Rec + c T̂B (8)

is the brightness temperature of the target surface weighted with
the antenna pattern (computed on the target emitting surface),
where the effect of specular reflectivity r and coupling to higher
order diffuse reflectivity c are also present. The overall approach
is justified because both the physical temperature and the antenna
pattern variation across the target surface are so smooth that
the periodic (unit cell) approach is still valid. The losses of
the radiometer antenna and the residual spillover (fraction of
antenna pattern outside the baffle, which is below 10-5) are not
included in (7) because they will be accounted for at instrument
level.

The specular reflectivity is associated to the backward noise
radiated by the MWI radiometers TBW

Rec , whereas the coupling c
is associated to the average brightness temperature on the target
surface T̂B . This approximation relies on the fact that the higher
order modes (diffracted plane waves oriented a few degrees away
from the specular reflection) will not be directly coupled into the
radiometer antenna. They will face multiple reflection inside
the cavity formed by the instrument, the baffle, and the target
surface. With good approximation, the target surface is the only
cavity part with high emissivity in the frequency range between
18 and 183 GHz (the other parts are mainly made of metal
or MLI). During the acquisition of the TV-CT, the large front
apertures in the MWI rotating part (below the main reflector) will
be oriented towards the semicylindrical sun shield of the satellite
mock-up (visible in Fig. 1). In this configuration, the TV-ET is
completely shut. Moreover, there is no direct (optical) view of
the TV chamber thanks to the large size of the sunshield. A gap
is present between the instrument and the sun shield, therefore,
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a small fraction of energy emitted by the TV chamber could
in principle enter the instrument by diffraction. A quantitative
evaluation of such a coupling using EM analyses is very complex
and time-consuming owing to the large structure size. Therefore,
both the impact of this intrusion and possible multiple reflections
inside the cavity were estimated by adding a large perturbation
(about 50 K, 1-sigma) on the brightness temperature associated
to the term c (the latter is in the order of -40 dB). The resulting
contribution is in the order of 5 mK, which is negligible with
respect to the other uncertainty terms that will be discussed in
Section V-B.

For the same reasons mentioned above, T̂B has been also
associated to the antenna radiation pattern hitting the baffle. It
should be pointed out that the finite conductivity of the baffle can
in principle affect the corresponding brightness temperature con-
tributions ( TBaffle

A =ηB T̂B + (1− ηB) T
Baffle
Ph , where ηB is the

reflectivity of the baffle and TBaffle
Ph is its physical temperature).

However, experimental results on Aeroglaze-coated aluminum
samples provided reflection levels ηB higher than -0.1 dB even
approaching grazing incidence, the values of FBaffle are kept
below 10-3 owing to the large size of the target, and the physical
temperature of the baffle is maintained as close as possible to
the target one. For these reasons, the effect of baffle conductivity
has been estimated in the order of 0.1 mK and hence negligible.

V. TV-CT RESULTS

A. Frequency Behavior of Brightness Temperature

The thermal analyses have been carried out using both Ther-
mica and Thermisol. Each pyramid is linked to the heat ex-
changer through its own aluminum base. The heat exchanger
is modeled with an equivalent pattern of thermal resistances
between the LN2 and the mounting interface plane of the tiles.
The MWI instrument is represented by a reduced thermal model:
an articulator representing nominal 45 r/min speed has been
implemented. The complete lumped-parameter thermal model
consists of about 100k nodes (in particular: 454 for baffle, 104
for MWI, 98420 for target, 1 for chamber shroud, 19 for TV-ET
reduced thermal model).

The TV-CT will be used for complete TV cycles where the
chamber and TV-ET temperatures will be varied from -150°C
to 20°C and from 100 to 335 K, respectively. The worst-case is
represented by the warmest chamber and TV-ET temperatures
where their highest radiative contribution produces the largest
tip-to-bottom gradient on the pyramids of the TV-CT (whose
baseplate is instead maintained at 78 K). The results of the
thermal analyses for such a worst-case operative condition, i.e.,
chamber at 20°C and TV-ET at 335 K are reported in Fig. 5. The
average of TPh(x,y,z) along the z-axis (top) shows a transverse
gradient of about 1 K. The longitudinal gradients (bottom) are
about 5 K in the target center and even larger approaching the
bottom edge.

The seven nodes that have been used to correctly describe the
longitudinal temperature profile on each pyramid can be seen in
Fig. 6(a) within the pyramid geometry: dashed line represents the
aluminum profile whereas the solid line refers to ECCOSORB
CR-117 coating. The pyramid base width is 8.6 mm, the total
height is 45.8 mm, the absorber thickness is 1.4 mm. It should
be noted that two thermal nodes are located on the tip where

Fig. 5. Result of thermal analyses on the TV-CT emitting surface: average
over pryamid axes (top), tip-to-bottom gradient along pyramid axis (bottom).

the metal is not present. The longitudinal temperature profiles
for all the TV-CT pyramids are shown in Fig. 6(b). It can be
confirmed that the maximum tip-to-bottom gradient is about
7 K. As already mentioned above, Fig. 5 (bottom) shows that
pyramids with a 7-K gradient are only located in the proximity
of the bottom edge of the target. From Fig. 6(b), it can be also
observed that the physical temperature of the nodes is very close
to 78 K for z < 30 mm (the LN2 conditioned metal baseplate is
at z = 0 mm). The node temperatures start to rapidly increase in
the region where the metal pyramid (dashed line) is not present,
i.e., z > 35 mm. This fact is due to the low thermal conductivity
of the Eccosorb coating which is the only constituent material
in the pyramid tip from z = 35 mm to z = 45.8 mm.

In Fig. 6, the thermal analysis data are compared to the results
of the full-wave RF analyses performed on the pyramid unit cells
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Fig. 6. Pyramid geometry (solid line: absorber, dashed line: metal) with nodes
(red circles) used in thermal analysis (a). Result of thermal analyses on the
TV-CT (b). RF power in the absorbers computed with plane wave incidence for
all MWI channel frequencies (GHz) (c). Normalized power absorption (d).

at the MWI channel center frequencies [see Fig. 6(c)]. The RF
analyses have been computed with periodic boundary conditions
and plane-wave normal incidence using CST Microwave Studio.
The power P (z) is normalized at the tip (z = 45.8 mm). It can
be observed that the power is gradually absorbed towards the
pyramid base. Moreover, the lower frequencies are absorbed
more rapidly than the higher ones. This fact is related to the better
absorbing performance of the material in that frequency range
(magnetic losses almost disappear at 90 GHz). Nevertheless,
a transmission level of about −30 dB is achieved toward the
base of the absorber pyramid (z = 11.2 mm). With reference
to the circuit model in Fig. 3, it can be envisaged that the
infinitesimal attenuators provide a region of maximum atten-
uation whose position along the z-axis is frequency dependent.
The same consideration is also apparent in Fig. 6(d) where the
normalized power absorption 1

Pabs

dP (z)
dz is shown. This is the

quantity that weighs the temperature profile along the pyramid
in (6). It should be noted that most of the RF power is absorbed
from z<40 mm to z>20 mm at lower frequencies whereas

the absorption peak shifts toward the pyramid base at higher
frequencies. This result is consistent to the predictions in [10].
In this article, the phenomenon is even more significant owing
to the larger frequency range (10:1) and the different absorbing
material. In this framework, it is intuitive that, although the tip
region (z>35 mm) exhibits the larger thermal gradient, it will
not contribute significantly to the target brightness temperature,
especially at higher frequencies. On the contrary, the overall
brightness temperature will be instead dominated by the physical
temperature of the inner region which is actually very close to
the reference one (baseplate at 78 K). Even if the tip region does
not significantly contribute to the absorption at high frequencies
(it is quite transparent for RF), such a region is important because
it produces the required impedance matching from free space to
the inner sections of the absorber.

This basic consideration is reflected in the results obtained
with the cross-integral calculation (see Section III). Figs. 7
(top) and 8 (top) show the brightness temperature distribution
TB(x,y) across the target surface, i.e. the brightness tempera-
tures computed for each pyramid of the target by means of the
cross-integral method. As expected, the brightness temperature
at 183.3 GHz is lower than at 18.7 GHz because the larger
contribution is produced by the (colder) central part of the
pyramid (tip region is more transparent at higher frequencies,
[see Fig. 6(d)].

The plots on the bottom of Figs. 7 and 8 show the contours
plots of the antenna radiation pattern on the target surface
computed with GRASP at 18.7 and 183.3 GHz, respectively.
The results refer to the angular position where MWI will start
the acquisition of the cold target (start cal). Similar results have
been obtained for the stop cal angular position (5° from start cal).
These data are used in the framework of the final calculation of
the target brightness temperature in (8). It should be observed
that the maximum of the antenna pattern does not correspond
to the maximum of the brightness temperature distribution. This
fact further reduces the impact of pyramid thermal gradients on
the overall target brightness temperature value.

The curvature of the phase front and the corresponding angle
of incidence on the pyramids has been also computed from
GRASP analyses (not shown for brevity). Within the −35 dB
antenna footprint, the angle of incidence is very close to 0°
with respect to the z-axis. This justifies the normal incidence
considered in the full-wave electromagnetic analyses.

Fig. 9 shows the target brightness temperature (equivalent
noise temperature available at the output port of the radiometer
antenna that is looking at the target) for all MWI channels com-
puted from (7). As mentioned above, the brightness temperature
is higher at the lower frequencies because the tip contribution
is larger. Besides, at higher frequencies, the maximum of the
narrower radiation patterns does not coincide with the maximum
of the surface brightness temperature.

It should be noted that the difference between the computed
brightness temperatures and the baseplate physical temperature
(78 K) is smaller (1.6 K at 18 GHz, 0.65 K at 183 GHz) than the
tip-base thermal gradient (which is about 5 K in the target cen-
ter). This fact highlights the importance of the reported modeling
activity. It should be mentioned that the relevant contribution
in (8) is the first one. This happens because both specular and
diffuse reflection is below -40 dB in the whole frequency range.
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Fig. 7. Brightness temperature distribution at 18.7 GHz (top), antenna pattern
distribution on the target at 18.7 GHz (bottom).

B. Uncertainty Budget

The uncertainty on the brightness temperature values reported
in Fig. 9 has been assessed by means of a perturbation approach.
As reported above, the brightness temperature values at each
frequency are derived from both thermal and RF models of the
target. All the relevant model parameters have been varied within
a range that is derived from the ECSS standards. The parameter
description and the corresponding variations are given in Table I.

The variations of TV-CT brightness temperature with respect
to the nonperturbed case in Fig. 9 are shown in Fig. 10 for the
channels 18.7 and 183.3 GHz. It should be noted that both
positive and negative error levels are reported. Their slight
asymmetry with respect to 0 K is due the non-linearity of the
thermal models. The baseplate thermometer uncertainty is also
included in Fig. 10. All these values are considered as 1-sigma
error contributions to the uncertainty budget. The obtained root

Fig. 8. Brightness Temperature distribution at 183.3 GHz (top), antenna
pattern distribution on the target at 183.3 GHz (bottom).

Fig. 9. TV-CT brightness temperature with 1-sigma error-bars for the worst—
case operative condition, i.e., chamber at 20°C and TV-ET at 335 K.
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TABLE I
VARIATION OF MODEL PARAMETERS FOR THE ESTIMATION OF THE

CORRESPONDING ERROR BARS IN FIG. 10

Fig. 10. TV-CT uncetainty budget at 18.7 and 183 GHz: 1-sigma error con-
tributions for the worst—case operative condition, i.e., chamber at 20°C and
TV-ET at 335 K.

sum square (RSS) values are 0.22 K at 18.7 GHz and decrease
to 0.11 K at 183.31 GHz (see Fig. 10). The RSS bars are also
shown in Fig. 9 for all frequency channels. It should be noted that
such computed 1-sigma error bars are smaller than the predicted
variation of brightness temperature versus frequency (about
1 K). This again highlights the importance of the modeling
strategy.

Fig. 11. Effect Shroud and TV-ET temperatures on TV-CT brightness tem-
perature at 18.7 GHz (top) and 183.3 GHz (bottom).

The value of assumed uncertainty for the radiometer backward
noise TBW

Rec is ±30 K (1-sigma, see Table I) because the real
values were not known at the time of this analysis (nominal
value was set to 120 K). However, thanks to the -40 dB specular
reflection level of the target surface, this unknown does not
have relevant impact on the uncertainty budget (see last item
in Fig. 10).

As already mentioned above, the fraction of antenna pattern
impinging on the baffle is below 10-3, the average brightness
temperature on the target surface T̂B is very close to the values of
TB(x,y) within the antenna footprint, therefore, the contribution
of FBaffle variations of 2 dB (1-sigma) to the overall uncertainty
budget are negligible (below 0.1 mK). Negligible error contribu-
tions were also obtained from variation of specular r and diffuse
reflectivity c within 2 dB (1-sigma).

It should be mentioned that the present analysis does not
include the effect of standing waves between the radiometer
antenna and the TV-CT target [22]. Such a coherent effect can
be kept into account at instrument level exploiting the full knowl-
edge of each radiometer architecture (e.g., presence of isolator,
other calibrators) and the corresponding noise parameters.

C. Coupling to the TV Chamber and the TV-ET

As mentioned above, the brightness temperature data in Fig. 9
are valid for the worst-case operative condition, i.e., maximum
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temperature values for both chamber and TV-ET. This condition
corresponds to the upper right corner of Fig. 11. As mentioned
above, the TV-CT will be used for complete TV cycles where the
chamber and TV-ET temperatures will be varied from -150°C
to 20°C and from 100 to 335 K, respectively. All the operative
conditions have been studied with the full approach presented
in this article. The complete set of results is shown is Fig. 11.
It is apparent that the effect of the TV-ET is as significant as
the chamber one (shroud temperature). The sharp discontinuity
of the contour plots around 180 K is due to a transition in the
operation mode of the TV-ET. Above 180 K, the baffle of the
TV-ET is no longer maintained at LN2 temperature, therefore, its
contribution become significant on the gradients of the TV-CT.
Such a coupling occurs because there is a view factor between the
TV-ET and TV-CT baffle inner surfaces (Aeroglaze-coated) in
the proximity of the corresponding apertures where the TV-CT
baffle is not conditioned with LN2 (it is only conditioned in
the proximity of its emitting surface to reduce the tip-to-bottom
gradient on the pyramids). On the contrary, there is no direct
radiative coupling between the two target emitting surfaces. The
effect of reflections from MWI rotating part has been found to be
less significant than the direct baffle coupling mentioned earlier.

For calibration purposes at instrument level, the data in
Fig. 11 will be used as a look-up-table for the TV-CT brightness
temperature. This approach has been selected instead of the
reduced-order model proposed in [10] mainly because of the
discontinuity in TV-ET contribution.

The variation of the TV-CT baseplate temperature within
77 and 79 K has been also computed obtaining the expected
quasi-linear behavior.

VI. CONCLUSION

The design and performance estimation of the TV-CT for
the MWI TV campaign has been presented. A multiphysics
approach has been adopted to compute the brightness tempera-
ture in presence of longitudinal gradients, transverse gradients,
frequency dispersion of RF absorber parameters and baffle re-
flection phenomena. The latter have been found to be negligible.
This confirms the correct sizing of the TV-CT.

The offset of the TV-CT brightness temperature with respect
to the physical temperature of the emitting surface baseplate
is within 1.6 and 0.65 K at 18.7 and 183.3 GHz, respectively.
This result has been achieved because of both the baffle cooling
solution (which provides tip-to-bottom gradients of about 5 K
in the target centre) and the overall multiphysics modelling
approach.

The comprehensive uncertainty budget provided 1-sigma er-
ror values below 0.22 K, which are satisfactory for the MWI
validation and prelaunch calibration.

The adjacent TV-ET target produces a very significant offset
on the TV-CT brightness temperature. Besides the TV-CT base-
plate temperature, both the effect of TV-ET and the chamber
physical temperatures have been included in the TV-CT look-
up-table that is required at instrument level.
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