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Foreword to the Special Issue on the 2012 IEEE
International Geoscience and Remote Sensing

Symposium (IGARSS’12)

T HE 32nd annual IEEE International Geoscience and
Remote Sensing Symposium (IGARSS’12) was held

from 22 to 27 July at the Congress Center, Munich, Ger-
many. We would like to thank all participants for making
IGARSS 2012 in Munich a great success! Around 2700
participants from 68 countries contributed to the IGARSS’
theme “Remote Sensing for a Dynamic Earth” in providing
high quality presentations and sharing stimulating discus-
sions.
IGARSS 2012 was a very special one with the celebration

of the foundation of the Geoscience and Remote Sensing So-
ciety 50 years ago and recalling the first IGARSS in Europe
ever conducted in Munich 30 years ago. A commemorative
book of GRSS society was presented to each participant.
This year’s IGARSS had a record number of over 3370

abstract submissions. The Technical Program committee with
105 members met in Frascati on March 2 to assemble an
interesting and well-balanced technical program which com-
prised 288 oral sessions of 5 presentations each, and 146
poster sessions of up to 12 poster presentations. In prepara-
tion of this meeting, 1028 active reviewers took care of eval-
uating the submitted abstracts. The technical areas covered a
wide range of themes extending from remote sensing of land,
oceans, atmosphere and cryosphere, electromagnetic model-
ling and advanced image processing to the design of sensors
and missions as well as specialized applications, education
and policy.
From the 288 oral sessions, around 40% were organized as

an invited session and 10% as special sessions including hon-
orary and Technical Committee sessions. Especially, the large
number of submitted student papers needs to be highlighted.
From the 87 submitted student papers, 10 were selected for
the student paper competition.
The IGARSS week was also supported by a variety of

technical activities (Tutorials, a Technical Committee and
Chapter Luncheon, a Women and Engineering Luncheon,
and Technical Tours), by education activities (a Summer
School preceding the IGARSS week, a Young Professionals
Luncheon, and a School Lab for groups of secondary school
students during the week). In addition, an exhibition with
nearly 30 leading companies in remote sensing was orga-
nized.
Several changes to previous technical programs were intro-

duced that are designed to continue, improve and adapt the
needs for communication and scientific exchange as the field
of remote sensing continues to evolve and develop rapidly
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in term of data availability, technology, product develop-
ment and science applications. First, with the overwhelming
amount of abstracts submitted we needed to increase the
number of assigned reviewers and members of the technical
committee. Second, to maintain the high quality of the
technical program, we decided to assign four reviewers to
each submitted abstract. Third, in order to keep the technical
program themes up to date, special themes were intro-
duced, covering dynamic Earth processes, data assimilation,
integrated Earth observing systems and current as well as up-
coming satellite missions. Fourth, the overwhelming number
of high quality papers made it unavoidable to increase the
number of parallel sessions from 10 to 16. Fifth, each poster
was displayed for two days and presented by the authors on
one dedicated evening slot. Finally, for the first time, a child
care facility was available during the whole week from 08:00
to 17:30 during the session times.
As a novelty this year, we had video poster presentations

of selected themes. Two U-shaped areas allowed presenta-
tion at the same time of two IGARSS themes with up to 12
posters.
IGARSS 2012 also continued to provide live webcasting of

selected technical presentations. This year we provided live
webcast for 4–6 selected sessions and an upload webcast that
could be downloaded at later time. The webcasts included the
presentation material along with a live view of the presenter
to enable the remote participants to fully experience the pre-
sentations.
Finally, a very typical local social program event was or-

ganized with a reception at the “BMW World”, a Bavarian
dinner at a brewery with traditional live music and dance and
an award banquet at the Munich Residenz (historic seat of
government and residence of the Bavarian dukes).
All this was possible because our joint and international

team has worked very hard and well together in the last four
years. With careful planning and organization, achieving a
record in attendance and in all conference statistics, we en-
joyed the work and the pleasant IGARSS week. We would
like to thank the team and acknowledge the General Chairs
of IGARSS 2013, Alberto Moreira and Yves-Louis Desnos,
for their very hard work and continuous support in all mat-
ters.
For this special issue, we received an overwhelming

amount of manuscripts, 245 submissions. After a regular
rigorous review process, finally 77 papers, that were ready
in time, were selected for publication in this special issue.
The remaining accepted manuscripts will be published in
an upcoming regular issue of JSTARS. We would like to
thank all the reviewers for their time and dedication to this

1939-1404/$31.00 © 2013 IEEE



IEEE JOURNAL OF SELECTED TOPICS IN APPLIED EARTH OBSERVATIONS AND REMOTE SENSING, VOL. 6, NO. 3, JUNE 2013 1069

task. Special thanks go to Prof. Jocelyn Chanussot (Editor
in-Chief) for his hard work and assistance during the prepara-
tion of this special issue.
We wish you a productive and enjoyable reading of the

special issue on IGARSS 2012!
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